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TO  DISCOVER  AN   UNKNOWN  LAW   OF   HUMAN 

LIFE. 

Intellectual  energy,  like  every  other  of  which  we  have  knowledge^ 
it  the  product  of  antecedentg.  A  great  geniun  never  comt»  by 
chance.  It  alwayK  bur»t»  upon  the  world,  a»  the  new  gtar  in 
Auriga  burnt  upon  «»,  unexpectrdlg,  hnt  mily  hecau»e  we  have  not 
explored  the  depth*  out  of  which  it  has  come.  Evfry  man  at  hirth 
i»  an  epitome  of  hia  progenitors.  He  ittartg  out  with  the  etemnitn 
of  kit  character  drawn  from  tJie  ividext  »onrce»,  but  to  mixed  in  him 
that  he  differs  neceinarily  from  every  other  individual  of  hin  rtire. 
Here  in  the  problem  of  I'fe,  Not  the  dome  of  St.  Ffter'g,  hut 
how  the  hand  that  rounded  it  acquired  itt  skill;  not  the  play  of 
"  Hamlet,"  hut  how  the  mind  that  gave  it  itn  irondroim  hirth  wat 
developed,  —  iJtene  are  our  chief  concern.  —  EnWlN    KfcLb:]). 


I. 


GALBRAITH. 

T^H ROUGH  the  mists  of  that  yesterday  which  we  call 
-■-  antiquity  loom  up  the  stalwart  forms  of  the  Galbraiths 
moving  resolutely,  if  to  us  vaguely,  around  the  foot  of  Ben 
Lomond  and  along  the  shores  of  the  storied  lake.  A  fragment 
of  Gaelic  vei*se  epitomizes  tlieir  honorable  history : 

**  GalbraitliR  from  the  Tied  Tower, 
Noblest  of  Scotch  surnames.*' 


Loyally  adhering  to  Lord  James  Stuart,  they  had  brought  their  ■ 

noble  surname  to  Baldernoch  —  whence  it  was  but  a  step  to  the  ! 

Clyde  — whence  their  continued  share  in  the  world's  movement 

took  them  to  the  Isle  of  Gigha.     Here  they  held  with  the  later 

McNeills   an   otherwise   undivided   sway   till   the   nearness  of  ] 

Ireland   tempted   them   over   the   easy  stretch  of   blue   water 

to  l)ecome  the  Galbraiths  of  Donegal. 

The  world  movement  in  which  they  were  involved  was  a 
wider  one  than  the  Galbraiths  knew.  So  long  ago  as  Julius 
Caesar  was  winning  fame  in  Great  Britain,  the  Scotch,  under  j 

the  name  of  Picts,  and  the  Irish,  Scots,  were  surging  back  and 
forth  into  each  others'  lands  till  on  the  crest  of  the  human 
wave  Ireland  rode  triumphant  as  Scotia  Major,  and  Scotland 
followed  meekly  content  to  be  Scotia  Minor.  i 

By  intellectual  prowess  Ireland  justified  her  right  to  the 
lordly  name.  Converted  to  Christianity  by  St.  Patrick  an<l 
St.  Columba,  she  liattled  for  religion  fis  warmly  as  she  had 
battled  for  booty  in  her  good  old  pirate-pagan  days,  and  won. 
Religion  brought  in  schools,  learning,  literature,  and  sent  out  < 

missionaries  to  all  the  world  —  the  world  of  England,  France, 
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Switzerland,  Italy,  Germany.  Even  Iceland  warmed  herself  in 
that  new  sun.  When  Europe  awakened  fiuin  her  long  sleep 
and  began  to  crave  colleges,  Scotia  Major  was  ready  to  man 
them  with  her  professors. 

But  another  wave  of  harbarisni  churned  down  from  the  North 
and  swept  all  before  it  —  colleges,  houses,  churches.  Then 
William  with  his  Normans  stormed  up  from  the  South  and 
ground  the  people  between  the  upjier  and  nether  millstones  — 
to  a  finer  standard,  but  to  diminished  sway  ;  for  Scotia  Minor 
ceased  to  be  minor  and  became  Scotland  the  only,  and  Scotia 
Major  was  fain  to  fall  back  upon  her  pet  name  and  become 
green  Erin. 

But  this  was  not  all  the  movement.  Crowding  also  from  the 
East  came  the  Saxons,  Jutes,  and  Angles,  pushing  Britons  to 
the  wall;  who,  in  their  turn,  with  the  eagerness  of  self-preser- 
vation, were  as  sedulously  pressing  westward  and  crowding  out 
as  they  could  the  Scots  from  Wales  and  Cornwall,  and  crowding 
up  with  Saxon  Lowlanders  against  the  Celtic  Ilighlaixlers,  and 
then  with  the  Northmen  crowding  even  into  north  Ireland  till 
the  human  caldron  boiled  like  a  pot,  out  of  which  seething 
came  presently  the  sturdiest  race  on  earth  —  the  Scotch -Irish. 

Wherealmuts  on  their  journeyings  the  wand  of  Elizabeth 
touched  the  Galbraiths,  history  does  not  say,  but  niiire  genennis 
tradition  supplies  them  with  knighthood  and  a  coat  of  arms 
from  her  royal  hand  in  15()0  —  three  wolf  heads  and  a  dagger  to 
Archibald  Galbraith  for  having  killed  mcn-e  wolves  than  any 
man  in  his  shire  and  thus  become  to  the  alHieted  farmei-s  a 
public  benefactor. 

By  her  protracted  wars  Elizabeth  had  been  harder  tlian  the 
wolves  upon  the  north  of  Ireland,  which  was  reduced  to  abject 
misery.  On  account  of  the  gieat  rebellion  of  O'Neill  and 
0"Doniiell,  their  estates  had  been  confiscated  and  reverted  to 
the  Crown.  James,  uiKtn  his  accession,  hmnd  the  land  a  "  devas- 
tated waste."  He  determined  to  reclaim  it  by  fdling  it  with  a 
peaceful,  thrifty,  industrious  pupulation.  Me  knew  his  Scots. 
By  offering  "  allotments  "  under  certain  conditions  of  impreve- 
ment,  he   induced   thousands  of  the  better  chusses,  many  be- 
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Westminster  Catechism,  for  the  free  enjoyment  thereof.  Then 
Charles  I.  succeeded  to  the  throne,  and  would  by  all  sorts  of 
silly  persecution,  oaths,  fines,  imprisonments,  confiscations, 
break  down  their  prosperity,  which  his  father  had  fostered,  for 
the  sake  of  breaking  down  their  Presbyterian  ism,  which  was 
not  his  ism.  Recourse  was  even  had  to  butchery.  Pastoi-s 
were  forbidden  to  preach  and  to  baptize.  Churches  were 
closed.  Rents  on  lands  leased  from  the  Crown  were  raised  so 
that  multitudes  were  reduced  to  poverty;  raised  still  further 
under  Charles  II.,  under  James  II.  The  Scotch-Irish  did  not 
like  it.  They  would  not  submit  like  Irish  Catholics.  They 
were  not  enough  to  resist  successfully.  They  were  only  one- 
tenth  of  the  entire  population.  Had  they  been  the  nine-tenths 
there  would  have  been  no  Home  Rule  Question  to  vex  the 
Parliament  of  Man  to-ilay.  But,  being  only  one-tenth,  they 
sought  and  found  a  more  excellent  way.  Ireland  was  not  the 
home  of  their  ancestoi's.  America  beckoned  and  they  came  — 
first,  a  few  bold  experimenters,  then  a  great  army  in  many  suc- 
cessive regiments.  In  1729  it  is  estimated  that  G,000  of  the 
Scotch-Irish  had  come  over.  Before  1750  nearly  12,000  had 
arrived  annually  for  several  years.  Some  went  one  way  and  some 
another,  but  the  greater  number  made  their  home  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  took  to  the  frontiers  l)y  natural  attraction. 
Their  fighting  qualities  made  them  a  desirable  buffer  between 
the  peaceable  Quakers  and  Germans  and  tlie  wilderness  Indians. 
They  were  splendid  men  to  settle  a  new  country  ;  fighting  men 
who  feared  no  foe  :  splendid  men  to  found  a  new  State  ;  Bible 
men  to  whom  God  was  a  living  King,  and  themselves  his 
responsible  subjects. 

Among  these  malcontents  were  the  Galbraiths.  Upon  the 
death  of  John  Galbraith  in  I  re  hind,  his  two  sons  James  and 
John  closed  connection  with  the  old  and  threw  in  their  lot  with 
the  new.  John  tarried  in  Philadel[)hia,  and  his  descendants 
went  their  way  and  out  of  our  way  westward,  while  James 
lifted  up  his  eyes  and  beheld  all  the  plains  and  hills  of  Cones- 
toga  that  they  were  well  watered  and  fertile  everywhere,  and 
chose  him  all  that  land  to  dwell  in.  Fires  had  destroyed  the 
timber,  but  the  scrub  oak  prophesied  the  great  forests  which 
afterwards   justified   his    faith.      He    was   a   man    in    the    full 
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maturity  of  vigorous  life,  and  lie  came  as  an  emigrant  should, 
with  his  wife,  Rebecca  Chambers,  his  sons  and  daughters  and 
grandchildren,  and  all  his  household  goods.  Himself  fifty-tvo 
years  of  age,  his  eldest  son,  John,  twenty-eight,  brought  his 
Scotch  lassie  of  twenty-five,  Janet,  and  their  three-year-old 
Robert.  Thei-e  was  Andrew,  twenty-six,  and  his  wife  and  tiieir 
year-old  baby  John.  There  was  James  of  fifteen,  and  Eleanor, 
and  Isabel,  and  Rebecca  named  for  lier  mother,  names  still  re- 
tained among  their  proud  descendants.  The  family  in  this  vast, 
rich,  strange  land  clung  together.  The  father  had  no  sooner 
settled  his  sons  around  him  than  he  bcHtirred  himtielf  at  once 
to  found  a  church  in  the  wilderness.  Within  a  year  after  his 
arrival  the  church  was  organized.  In  less  than  two  years  his 
religious  home  stood  firm  fixed  upon  the  sweetest  s[)ot  in  Penn- 
sylvania, a  pleasant  wooded  hill  with  a  ]>erennial  spring  bub- 
bling up  its  cool  waters  for  man  and  beast  and  forming  the 
l)eautiful  "run"  which  follows  its  own  sweet  will  through 
fertile  meadows,  winding  a  thousand  turns  till  it  joins  the  Chic- 
quesalunga,  —  compressed  by  modern  haste  and  waste  into  the 
feeble  "Cbickies"  I 

The  meeting-house  of  their  faith  and  hojw  and  asjiiratton  was 
built  of  logs  and  loose  stones  gathered  from  the  suri-oiinding 
wiiwls,  and  there  for  ten  years  they  wni-shipi>ed  God  and  re- 
joiced in  their  new  freedom.  So  strong  wa.s  tlieir  intiuence, 
so  sweet  their  memory  of  green  Erin  in  .spite  of  all  they  liad 
suffered  there,  and  so  vigon^us  and  well-assured  ilieir  h(>]>e, 
that  Conestoga  was  fain  to  yield  up  her  name  to  their  wooing 
and  [>eniiit  them  to  become  in  the  New  World  wliat  they  had 
been  in  the  Old,  the  (ialbraiths  of  Donegal. 

This  little  Donegal  church  became  the  famous  ntii-sury  of 
Presbyterian  ism  in  middle  and  western  I'einisylvanin,  \'ir- 
ginia,  and  North  Carolina.  Andrew  (ialln-.iith  w:is  elcL-ted  its 
first  ruling  elder.  As  early  as  17:il  we  lind  him  making 
applictition  to  Newcastle,  Del.,  for  "supplies"  for  his  clini'ch. 
This  young  ruling  elder,  as  was  meet,  his  father  li>ciited 
next  to  the  church  he  was  to  serve  and  rule,  and  Imnor.s 
and    responsibilities   canu'  swift  Ti|Miri    liiiii.       AlimE;  tin"   \iv:i 
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and  Andrew  prospered  with  it  and  attested  his  right  to  the 
"noble  surname.''  Upon  the  organization  of  Lancaster  county 
he  was  appointed  first  coroner,  and  afterwards  became  a  jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  remaining  such  as  long  as 
he  lived  in  Lancaster.  In  1732  he  was  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  province  the  Quakers  held  the 
political  power.  Pennsylvania  was  ruled  by  governors  ap- 
pointed by  Penn  and  approved  by  the  king,  and  it  was  a 
pleasant  little  family  arrangement  which  had  worked  smoothly- 
hitherto ;  but  these  new  colonists  threatened  to  displace 
the  old'  order.  Invited  thev  had  come,  but  in  such  numbers 
that  their  Quaker  hosts  feared  lest  themselves  should  be  sufv 
planted  and  the  strangers  turn  j)roprietors.  They  swarmed  all 
along  the  beautiful  Suscjuehanna,  and  when  challenged  for  their 
title  said  "  it  was  against  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  that  so 
much  land  should  lie  i<lle  while  so  many  Christians  wanted  it 
to  labor  on,"  and  that  they  liJid  as  good  a  right  to  enter  and 
occupy  as  the  Penns  I 

As  early  as  17'i9,  James  Logan,  in  a  letter  to  the  Proprietaries, 
wrote  :  "The  Indians  tliemselvos  are  {ilarmed  at  the  swarms  of 
strangers  (Scotch-Irish),  and  we  are  afraid  of  a  breach  with 
them.  The  Irish  are  very  rough  to  them."'  In  1730,  he 
complained  of  the  Scotch-Irish,  '^  in  a  disorderly  manner  pos- 
sessing themselves,  alK)ut  that  time,  of  the  whole  of  Conestoga 
manor,  of  15,000  acres." 

The  argument  is  not  without  logic.  Logic  or  no  logic,  it 
seems  that  with  the  Quak(»i-s  on  one  side  fighting  them  at  the 
ballot-box,  and  the  Indians  on  the  other  with  powder  and 
shot,  it  was  a  substantial  victory  for  the  Scotch-Irish  that 
they  ^•^j't'Hfeil  chi(^Hy  in  Donegal,  as  a  frontier  people  at  an 
exemption  from  rent." 

This  struggle  was  still  on  when  Andrew  Galbraith  sat 
down  by  the  gentle  welling  of  Donegal  spring.  The  township 
being  settled  entirely  by  Scotch-Irish,  —  Presbyterians,  —  they 
naturally  challengtMl  the  supremacy  of  the  Quakers  in  the 
organization  of  the  new  Laniuister  county.  Andrew  Galbraith 
was  brought  out  by  the  Donegalians  for  the  Legislature  on  the 
eve  of  the  election.     The  Quakers  became  very  active  to  defeat 
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bira.  The  election  was  held  at  the  coorthooge  at  the  ooan^ 
seat,  the  only  voting-place.  Believing  that  the  office  should 
seek  the  man  and  not  the  man  the  office,  Mr.  Galbraitb  made 
but  little  eEFort  in  his  own  behalf.  His  wife  seems  to  have 
been  of  a  diGTerent  mind.  Her  motto  was,  She  serves  her 
country  best  wlio  serves  her  husband  best,  and  she  mounted 
her  fleet  and  favorite  mare,  Nelly,  and  galloped  through  the 
settlement,  [)eniua(ling  her  neighbors  to  go  down  to  Lancaster 
and  vote  for  her  Andrew.  Thus  it  caine  that  she  rode  gal- 
lantly at  the  head  of  an  enthusiastic  procession  of  mounted 
men  down  to  Lancaster  courthouse,  where  she  halted,  drew 
up  her  men  in  line  and  harangued  them  manfully,  and  of 
course  they  brought  her  candidate  in,  elected  by  three  votes  over 
one  of  the  most  popular  Quakers  in  the  county,  throwing  out, 
it  must  be  admitted,  some  Quiiker  votes  for  a  slight  informality. 
But  ceiUiinly  the  Quakers  were  awed  or  persuaded  into  har- 
mony thenceforth,  and  reelected  Mr.  Galbniith  many  times 
without  ciintcst.  When  the  mving  spirit  took  him  fi'om 
Doncgit),  wi!  hear  of  him  at  Pennslxtrough  on  a  ])erambulating 
committee,  pitcing  between  the  I'ennsborough  meeting-house 
and  the  (Ireat  Spring  to  establish  just  boundaries,  and  wher- 
ever and  whenever  he  appears,  he  is  always  the  discreet  and 
public-spirited  citizen. 

The  third  son,  James,  stood  by  his  father  and  brothers  in 
nobld  uliaracter,  patriotic  service,  and  public  record.  He  was 
twice  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  he  was  a  justice  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  tiie  cnunty,  lie  was  an  ofticer  in  the  Indian  wars. 
Up  ill  Swatara  they  followed  hard  uj>oii  the  feet  of  Donegal, 
or}fani/e<l  a  congregation,  and  were  "  supplied  "  by  the  friendly 
Donegalians  with  the  stated  pi'eaching  of  the  gospel  according 
to  John  Knox. 

I'reseiitly  ciiino  over  tlie  sea  a  most  unhappy  father  and 
mother,  seeking  a  lost  s<ni.  During  one  of  the  many  polit- 
ical excitements  in  the  British  Isles  the  boy  had  disappeared, 
and  his  parents,  under  the  impression  that  he  had  gone  to 
Ameriut,  came  to  search  for  him  about  1730.  The  father  could 
nut  liiul  his  MUM,  luit  111'  was  tna  valnal.lo  a  r-nloiiJsl  |.u  Ik-  li.-t  .-... 
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Donegal  Presbytery,  <ind  was  installed  at  the  meeting-house  in 
Swatara,  whicli  then  took  the  name  of  Deny.  Little  Derry  bore 
herself  handsomely  to  him,  and  appointed  representatives  who, 
on  his  settlement,  executed  to  him  the  right  and  title  to  the 
**  Indian  town  tract,"  on  the  north  side  of  the  Swatara,  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Young  James  Galbraith,  who  had  been  deeply  interested 
in  the  Derry  church,  became  still  more  interested  in  the  new 
clergyman's  pretty  daughter,  who  to  her  beauty  added  rare 
accomplishments,  great  excellence,  and  it  may  not  be  invidious 
to  say  the  ho[)e  of  a  fortune  through  her  mother,  Elizabeth 
Gillespie,  who  wiis  heiress  to  a  handsome  estate  in  Edinburgh. 
This  daughter,  Elizabeth  Bertram,  presently  became  his  wife, 
and  for  her  he  bought  the  farm  on  Spring  creek,  next  to 
her  father's,  close  to  the  church  and  including  the  inevitable 
grist-mill,  and  moved  thence,  taking  his  own  father  with  him, 
who  had  then  reached  the  goodly  age  of  seventy-seven. 

But  the  peaceful  glebe-life  had  warlike  intenuptions.  He 
and  his  brother  John  were  elected  captains  in  companies  of 
"associators."  Then  he  rose  to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  and  fought 
a  good  fight  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  of  eight  stormy  and 
terrible  years.  A  letter  to  Governor  Hamilton  gives  in  a  few 
bold  lines  a  vivid  picture  r»f  life  in  that  early  time.  The  post- 
script tells  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  met : 

Derry,  the  10th  August,  1756. 

Honored  Sir,  There  is  nothing  heare  allmostevry  day  but  murder  com- 
mitted by  tlie  Indians  in  som  part  or  oather,  about  five  miles  above  me,  at 
Monaday  Gape,  there  was  two  of  the  provance  solders  kild,  one  wounded; 
there  wase  but  three  Indians,  and  they  eame  in  amongst  ten  of  our  men 
and  committed  the  nuu'der,  and  went  ofT  safe,  the  name  or  sight  of  an 
Indian  maks  allmost  all  mankin<l  in  these  j)arts  to  trimble,  there  Barbarity 
is  so  Cruel  where  they  are  mastei*s,  for  by  all  a])pearance  the  Devall 
eommitans,  God  permits,  and  the  French  pays,  and  by  this  the  liack  parts 
by  all  appearance,  will  be  Laid  waste  by  flight  with  what  is  gon  and 
agoing,  more  espesaly  Cumberland  County,  Pardon  my  freedom  in  this 
where  I  have  don  amiss. 

Sir,  your  most  Humble  Servant  to  Command, 

J  AS.  Galbreatu. 
P.S.  —  Sir  I  am  in  want  of  the  Pistols. 
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The  next  year  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
build  a  fort  at  Wyoming;  and  when  be  bad  stayed  long  enough 
at  Spring  run,  over  he  also  went  to  Pennsborough,  and  was 
appointed  commissioner  for  Cumberland  county  by  Governor 
Peno,  and  in  course  of  time  became  owner  of  land  enough  to 
constitute  a  German  principality.  April  10,  1777,  he  was 
ap[K>inted  "  Lieutenant  of  Militia  in  room  of  Col.  Ephraim 
Blaine,  who  declined;"  but  owing  to  his  great  age,  which 
prevented  him  from  performing  active  duty,  the  Council  ap- 
pointed John  Wilkins  am*.  James  Blaine  his  assistanta.  And 
having  given  all  his  sons  to  officer  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
he  died  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-three,  directing  his  bones 
to  be  carried  over  to  the  old  Derry  churchyard,  where  for 
forty  years  the  dust  of  his  father  had  lain. 

John,  the  eldest  brother,  more  closely  though  not  more  really 
to  our  purpose,  seems  to  have  been  aa  quiet  and  as  shrewd  as 
Andrew.  He  bestowed  himself  promptly  along  the  Donegal 
meeting-bouse  run,  next  neighbor  to  Andrew,  and  at  s  point 
where  the  present  turnpike,  following  the  lead  of  Peter  Bizal- 
lion's  Indian  trail,  crosses  the  run.  That  old  Indian  trader 
had  located  a  path  for  his  pack-horses,  and  the  Irish  emigrants 
had  followed  this  trail,  which  at  about  the  time  of  the  Gal- 
braitha'  advent  rose  to  the  dignity  of  a  public  road,  leading  to 
the  settlement  at  Cbicquesalunga.  The  Indian  trail,  become  a 
public  road,  did  what  railroads  have  done  since  —  opened  up 
the  countiy  to  settlers. 

Being  by  trade  a  miller,  John  Galbraith  built  himself  straight- 
way a  grist  and  saw  mill,  and  having  also  cannity  settled  along 
the  "great  road,"  handy  to  the  Scotch-Irish  settlement,  mid  to 
the  Conoy  Indian  town,  and  connecting  with  the  Paxtaag  and 
Coueatoga  road  (now  nearly  covered  by  the  I^ancaster  and 
Harrisbui^  turnpike),  he  also  bethought  himself  to  set  up  an 
"  ordinary ;  "  wherefore : 

To  the  Honourable  bench  the  bumble  petition  of  John  Galbreath  of 
Donnegall  in  the  County  of  Chester 
Humblj  Sheweth 
~  -  .  .        r  ilwplling  fin  a  ;jreat  mud  ;m(1  mnnr  lr;tvel- 
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by  the  neighborhood  for  their  publick  and  cominon  advantage  in  as  much 
as  great  quantity  of  barly  is  raised  and  malted  wliich  by  reason  of  the 
great  distance  from  a  market  without  publick  houses  here  will  turn  to  no 
account  to  their  gi'eat  loss  for  which  valuable  considerations  your  petitioner 
humbly  craves  that  this  hon.  bench  may  be  pleased  to  grant  him  license  to 
brew  and  Sell  beer  and  ale 

And  your  humble  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray 
We  whose  names  are  Subscribed  inhabitants  of  Donnegall  and  Connos- 
togoe  do  hereby  certifie  and  confirm  the  truth  of  the  above  petition  and  also 
most  humbly  with  Submission  to  the  hon.  bench  recommend  the  above 
petitioner  John  Galbreath  as  a  filt  j)erson  to  keep  ordinary  dated  at  Don- 
negall this  vi  day  of  Aug  1726. 

Among  the  names  of  those  who  thus  became  surety  for  his 
good  conduct  of  the  ordinary  were  his  father's, — spelled  as  it 
is  pronounced,  James  Galbreth,  —  his  brother  Andrew,  who  sup- 
plied an  a  after  the  e  in  the  "noblest  of  Scotch  surnames,"  James 
Alison,  and  Richard,  whose  land,  six  hundred  and  thirty-six 
acres,  ran  along  the  old  road  and  up  to  Andrew  Galbraith's  land 
near  the  Donegal  meeting-house,  till  in  the  second  generation 
the  family  sold  it  all  and  went  West,  to  be  represented  in  our 
day  by  Senator  Allison ;  Robert  Buchanan  and  William,  who 
may  have  stayed  in  Pennsylvania  to  give  her  a  president  of  the 
United  States ;  James  Brownlow,  who  stirred  the  spirit  of  '76 
in  Parson  Brownlow;  Moffats  and  McFarlands,  Hays  and 
Howards  and  Cochrans,  were  all  on  hand  thus  early  to  stand 
sponsors  for  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  beer  and  ale  which 
their  thii-sty  souls  longed  for.  This  ordinary  still  stands,  —  a 
stone  house  with  straight  lines  erect  and  firm,  —  though  the 
present  turnpike  has  risen  five  feet  higher  along  its  front  than 
was  the  old  roadbed,  and  has  thus  turned  the  front  of  the 
ordinary  into  a  one-story  house,  while  the  rear  remains  as  of 
yore,  in  two  stories.  The  doorway  facing  the  road  has  been 
built  in,  and  the  old  mill  has  disappeared ;  but  Donegal  run, 
narrow  and  deep  and  blue  and  clear,  winds  between  its  clean 
green  banks  and  sparkles  to  the  bending  boughs  above  it,  as 
blithe  as  in  John  Galbraith's  day,  singing  its  eternal  song. 

And  here  John  Galbraith  bore  himself  steadfastly  for  law 
and  order.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  jury  drawn  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  and  was  twice  elected  sheriff.  In  "  Cressap's  war," 
between  the    Marylanders   and  Pennsylvanians,  he  demeaned 
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Iiimsfllf  like  a  true  member  of  Jie  Church  Militant,  and 
wheu  Captain  Cresaap  ordered  a  glass  of  rum  and  drank 
damnation  to  hiniseU  and  his  men  if  they  ever  surrendered, 
John  Galbraith  was  one  of  the  men  who  forced  him  to  the 
alternative. 

The  Galbraith  farm,  and  the  Galbraith  tavern,  and  the  Gal- 
braith mill  show  how  untiring  was  his  personal  and  peaceful 
activity  ;  and  if  the  "  great  roads  "  did  not  bring  men  enough 
to  his  "ordinary,"  what  should  hinder  the  making  of  branch 
roads  ao  that  Viiiegsic's  feiiy  and  Anderson's  ferry  and  Ran- 
kin's ferry  and  Conewago  falls  and  all  the  ends  of  tlie  earth 
—  their  earth  —  should  have  easy  right  of  way  to  Galbraith's 
mill  and  Galbraith's  well-brewed  beer  and  ale  ? 

But  to  all  his  proB[>erity  came  a  blight.  His  first-born 
son,  the  Robert  who  had  sailed  from  Ireland  with  his 
father  and  mother,  died  in  his  early  prime.  By  will  he  left 
his  little  son  John  a  sacred  chat^e  to  his  father,  and  afterwards 
the  young  widow,  by  her  own  will  became,  with  her  little 
daugliter,  Rebecca,  a  sacred  charge  to  her  pros[)erous  young 
neighbor,  Capt.  John  Bycrs,  —  which  scarcely  brought  separa- 
tion, for  his  smiling  acres  lay  close  by,  and  alt  the  orcliards 
and  meadows  were  broad  and  pleasant  —  a  delectable  land  for 
the  two  grandchildren,  John  and  Kebeeca.  Tlie  stone  house, 
thrown  open  to  them,  was  ample  and  comfortable,  and  in  the 
wide  dooryard  the  flowers  still  bloom  and  the  shade  of  lofty 
trees  invites  to  quiet  and  hospitality.  But  the  restless 
spirit  returned  upon  these  Scotch-Irish  rovers  and  bore  them 
away  from  all  these  fertile  valleys  to  the  even  then  ever- 
receding  West,  and  little  John  and  Rebecca  were  seen  no  more 
under  the  bending  boughs  of  Donegal  run. 

Upon  the  gi-andtather  fell  the  bitterness  and  the  sweetness 
of  death  while  yet  he  was  hardly  more  than  sixty  years  of  age. 
To  his  Scotch  lass  Janet  and  his  brother  James  he  left  the 
settlement  of  all  his  earthly  affairs,  since  they  alone  remained 
in  the  neighborhood  of  dear  Donegal. 

Then  all  the  fair  lands  went  this  way  and  that  —  a  farm  and 
mill  to  John  Bayley,  the  farm  on  the  ea-st  of  Donegal  run  to 
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But  little  Rebecca  fared  well  at  the  bands  of  her  stepfather 
in  her  new  home,  until  on  a  June  evening  she  gave  her  noble 
Scotch  surname,  the  vigor  of  her  Galbraith  blood,  and  the 
courage  of  her  eighteen  years  to  Ephraim  Blaine. 


Not  onlif  dn  our  character  and  talentt  lie  upon  the  anvil  and 
receive  their  temper  durin;/  generation*,  hut  the  very  plot  of  our 
life's  atortf  unfoldx  itself  on  a  scale  of  centuries,  ami  the  biography 
of  the  mantg  only  an  episode  in  the  epic  of  the  family. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 
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BLAINE. 

AS  dimly  as  the  noble  Galbraiths,  through  the  wavering, 
lifting,  lowering  mists  of  nigh  three  hundred  years 
may  be  discerned  another  heroic  figure:  a  brave  soldier,  a 
sturdy  Protestant,  from  whose  strength  of  mind  and  body 
alone  gleams  the  spark  that  lights  him  down  the  generations 
to  recognition  and  the  faint  remembrance  of  a  name.  Out 
from  Scotland,  also,  he  went  to  Ireland,  and  his  children, 
having  had  emigration  in  their  blood,  thought  another  the 
easier,  and  found  it  but  a  natural  remedy  for  the  evils  that 
still  surrounded  them  in  Ireland  —  high  taxes,  manufactures 
prohibited,  trade  lessened,  industry  vexed  with  repeated  insur- 
rections; and  ever  voices  coming  to  them  from  friends  and 
neighbors,  across  the  great  tides  calling,  who  had  found  a  rich, 
free,  generous  land,  where  they  could  enter  into  their  own  and 
govern  themselves. 

Thus  it  was  that  at  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  near  1745,  James  Blaine  and  Isabella  his  wife  took 
their  little  son,  Ephraim,  scarce  out  of  babyhood,  and  jour- 
neyed from  Londonderry  into  the  Western  World. 

Donegal  claims  him,  and  to  Donegal  he  must  have  come  first, 
for  in  the  year  1767  Temple  Thompson,  of  Donegal,  died,  leav- 
ing two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  other  property  to  three  minor 
children,  of  whom  he  appointed  James  Blaine  guardian  ;  indi- 
cating that  he  had  tarried  in  Donegal  and  was  probably  a 
relative  of  the  family.  He  at  any  rate  took  charge  of  the 
children  and  educated  them,  fulfilling  the  trust  of  the  dying 
father;  but  he  made  his  abiding-place  in  Toboyne  township, 
extending  his  interests  in  many  directions;  for  he  lived  long 
and  prospered.  Tradition  locates  one  of  his  homes  in  Phila- 
delphia, though   he  may  have  shared   it  with   his  eldest  son. 
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An  old-[as)iioiieil  two-atory  brick  house  on  the  north  side  of 
Arch,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fourth  or  Fifth  street,  was  many 
yeai-8  ago  pointed  out  as  the  Blaine  house.  He  was  in  Carlisle 
long  enough  to  make  warm  friendships,  to  mature  the  slow- 
growing  plant,  confidence,  and  to  lend  his  Scotch-Presbyterian 
sympathy  and  assistance  in  building  the  old  stone  church  which, 
with  improvements  and  enlargements,  still  stands  on  the  pub- 
lic square  in  Carlisle. 

Ill  Toboyne  township,  then  on  the  frontiers,  he  took  up  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  blue  Juniata, 
and  immediately  assumed  a  leading  jtart  in  the  affairs  of  the 
province  so  long  as  it  continued  a  province,  an  acUve  interest 
in  the  state  when  it  became  a  state,  in  the  nation  when  a 
nation  was  born. 

While  Pennsylvania  was  still  English,  and  the  French  were 
putting  tlie  Indians  on  their  trauk  of  blood  and  fire  and  torture 
that  themselves  might  gain  control  of  the  New  World,  James 
Blaine,  for  all  his  Scotcli-Irish  blood,  was  sturdily  on  the  Eng- 
lish side,  tliough  in  the  stubborn  and  brutal  Braddock  he  saw 
repeated  in  the  wilderness  the  same  British  pohcy  which  had 
driven  hiiu  from  Donegal  to  tlie  wilderness.  Just  as  sturdil}', 
when  Pennsylvania  would  throw  off  her  leading-strings  and 
become  American,  James  Blaine  gave  all  the  wisdom  and  sym- 
pathy of  his  declining  years,  as  well  :ls  the  »ons  of  his  strength, 
to  the  struggle  for  independence,  nor  laid  down  the  torch  of 
life  till  he  had  seen  that  struggle  end  in  victory. 

As  his  family  grew  to  maturity  each  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
around  him  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  same  Juniata.  As  late  as 
March  24,  1777,  a  deed  from  James  Blaine  and  Isabella  Blaine 
his  wife,  residents  of  Toboyne  township,  Cumberland  county, 
conveys  to  William  Blaine,  "one  of  their  sons,"  four  hundred 
acres  in  Toboyne. 

So  they  took  root  and  extended  themselves  in  the  new 
country,  carrying  with  them  wherever  they  went,  and  u]>huild- 
ing  wherever  they  stopiHjd,  the  church  and  tlie  scliool-house  ;  at 
peace  with  all  tlie  world,  so  long  as  the  world  would  ordain 
the  things  that  make  for  peace,  but  desiring  only  peace  under 
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domestic  relations,  the  father  of  nine  children  who  survived  him, 
the  first  recorded  grief  of  James  Blaine  was  the  death  of  his 
wife  Isabella  —  a  loss  in  some  degree  repaired  by  his  subsequent 
marriage  with  Elizabeth  Cai*skaden,  daughter  of  George  Cars- 
kaden,  of  Toboyne,  his  friend  and  neighbor.  That  she  was  a 
practical  rather  than  a  pretentious  woman  appears  in  the  suc- 
cessful compression  she  put  or  permitted  upon  her  own. rather 
impressive  name  when  bestowing  it  upon  her  son  James 
"  Scadden."  But  the  second  marriage  did  not  apparently 
disturb  the  family  harmony,  for  by  will  his  executors  were 
"  my  beloved  son  Ephraim  and  my  beloved  wife  Elizabeth," 
who  long  survived  him.  Their  honomble  exactitude  .appears 
in  an  inventory  which  shows  accounts  of  debt  and  credit, 
carefully  estimated  and  duly  balanced,  to  the  smallest  detiiil. 

Of  the  nine  children,  Ephraim,  the  little  Irishman,  was  the 
eldest.  He  received  a  classical  education  at  the  school  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Alison,  a  school  famous  in  its  time.  No  better  proof 
is  needed  of  the  principle  that  it  is  the  teacher,  and  not  boards, 
buildings,  or  machinery,  that  accomplishes  education  than  the 
number  of  distinguished  men  of  that  day  whose  biography 
records  their  education  by  Rev.  Dr.  Alison.  There  was  a  com- 
manding reason  why  the  north  of  Ireland  young  gentleman 
should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Alison's  school,  inasmuch  as  he  had  come 
himself  from  the  Irish  Donegal,  and  had  settled  in  Toboyne 
township,  neighboring  the  Blaine  home.  He  wjus  moreover 
pronounced  the  gi'eatest  classical  scholar  in  America,  especially 
in  Greek,  and  "  a  great  literary  character;"  {ind  he  not  only  wore 
in  their  season  all  the  honoi-s  thereunto  appertiiining  in  his  own 
State,  but  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  of  his  pres- 
bytery who  received  the  honorary  degree  of  D.D.  from  the 
University  of   Glasgow. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Franklin  he  had  been  early 
made  a  tutor  to  the  sou  of  John  Dickinson,  author  of  the 
famous  "Letters  of  a  Pennsylvania  Farmer,"  which  did  no  small 
work  in  arousing  the  people  to  recognize  and  resist  the  tyranny 
of  the  Britisli  ministry.  Having  permission  to  take  a  few  other 
pupils,  he  at  length  opened  an  academy  to  which  it  was  con- 
sidered a  great  advantage  and  privilege  to  be  admitted.  He 
had  a  taste  of  the  field,  and  as  chaplain  saw  varied  and  active 
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service.  He  was  a  statesman,  and  oppoaed  the  throwing  off 
of  tlie  proprietary  government,  a  compliment  which  Richard 
Penn  returned  with  a  tract  of  one  thousand  acres  of  well- 
watered,  fertile  Susquehanna  land.  And  even  in  that  early 
day,  his  humane  and  just  mind  developed  the  emancipation 
of  his  slaves  by  will,  as  lopcally  as  it  wrought  the  evolution 
of  subjects  into  citizens. 

It  is  little  that  "  his  failing  was  a  proneness  to  anger,"  since 
he  was  "placable  and  affable;"  and  a  quick  and  generous  anger 
may  be  but  an  intellectual  stimulus  to  the  bright,  but  discur- 
sive minds  with  which  the  school-master  deals. 

When  young  Ephraim  left  the  patriotic  and  stimulating  train- 
ing of  this  school  he  went  armed  with  a  recommendation  from  Dr. 
Alison  for  an  eiisigncy  in  the  provincial  service,  and  indorsed 
as  "a  young  gentleman  of  good  family."  Nearly  all  his  short 
life  had  been  passed  within  sound  of  the  rifle-shot,  and  it  is  not 
strange  that  he  should  have  turned  to  military  service.  Dr. 
Alison's  recommendation  was  honoi-ed,  and  young  Blaine  was 
appointed  cominissary  sergeant.  There  and  then  began  the 
apprenticeship  which  subsequently  availed  himself  and  his 
country  so  greatly  in  the  acquisition  of  Independence.  The 
wars  between  the  provincials  and  the  Indians  wei-e  llagrant, 
and  with  many  varying  fortunes  were  steadily  lending  towards 
Indian  subjugation  and  provincial  supremacy.  Itut  tbu  strug- 
gle was  bitter  and  long.  Dr.  McGill  has  Siiid,  "The  rich  and 
beautiful  Cumberland  valley  became  tbe  bloodiest  battle^muiid 
we  have  ever  had  since  the  beginning  of  our  American  civil- 
ization. There  the  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians  bad  been  suf- 
fered to  pour  their  stream  of  immigration,  in  onler  tbiit  they 
might  stand  gu-ardamen  for  the  nation  through  nearly  the  whole 
of  a  century," 

Colonel  Burd,  of  Carlisle,  was  sent  to  open  a  road  from  Brad- 
dock's  road  on  Laurel  hill  to  the  MoiKmgiiheU,  and  thence  to 
Fort  Pitt,  now  Pittsburg.  Opening  a  road  in  that  time  meant 
the  construction  of  forts  at  various  points  for  defence.  On  a 
hill  overlooking  tlic  Mono tigiihe lit,  on  the  site  <)f  the  present 
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Philadelphia,  having  no  objection,  it  would  appear,  to  travelling 
on  Sunday.  It  is  pleasant  to  think  that  his  late  pupil,  the 
young  ensign  of  good  family,  then  just  eighteen,  may  have 
joined  his  teacher  and  preacher  after  the  ser^aion  was  over, 
and  strolled  along  the  heights,  gathering  into  his  youthful 
vision  all  the  majestic  sweep  of  river,  the  smiling  intervale 
beyond,  and  the  wall  of  hills  rising  abruptly  l)ehind  it,  brilliant, 
glowing,  quivering  in  the  autumn  sunshine,  —  sheltering  hills, 
kindly  river,  happy  valley,  to  which  a  most  dear  life  of  his  life 
was  one  day  to  be  intrusted. 

In  1763  Ephraim  Blaine  was  connected  with  the  Second 
Provincial  Regiment,  was  in  the  Bouquet  expedition,  and  shared 
in  the  dangers  and  triumphs  of  the  savage  "Pontiac  war." 
In  the  performance  of  his  duties  he  traversed  the  State,  largely 
then  a  wilderness,  from  Carlisle  to  Pittsburg,  and  gained  a 
familiarity  with  its  topography,  its  wealth  of  resources,  its 
picturesqueness,  and  its  promise,  which  in  the  subsequent  Rev- 
olutionary struggle  was  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  nascent 
nation  and  to  his  own  fortunes. 

Attracted  no  doubt  by  his  Carlisle  comrades  and  by  the 
vicinage  of  Rebecca  Galbraith,  he  seems  early  to  have  chosen 
Carlisle  for  his  permanent  home.  One  month  after  he  had  com- 
pleted his  twenty-third  year,  the  prudent  young  officer  purchased 
from  James  Fleming  and  wife,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
Pennsylvania  currency,  a  house-lot  in  Carlisle  —  judging  accu- 
rately that  peaceful  tides  were  flowing  in. 

The  young  soldier's  valet,  by  the  way,  had  but  an  unwilling 
mind  for  the  tame  duties  of  peace,  and  his  master  was  forced 
to  offer  in  Franklin's  "  Gazette  "  : 

THREE    POUNDS    REWARD. 

Run  away  from  the  Subscriber  in  Carlisle  an  Irish  Servant  Man  named 
Michael  Futrill,  aged  about  twenty-six  Years,  about  5  feet  8  inches  higli, 
dark  Complexion,  short  black  curled  Hair,  pitted  with  the  Small  l*ox  ;  had 
on  when  he  went  away  a  blanket  Coat,  Buckskin  Breeches,  white  Shirt, 
Thread  Stockings  and  Pumps;  he  served  his  time  with  Col.  James 
Gillespie  in  Lancaster  County ;  he  has  been  in  the  Army  and  it  is  sup- 
posed he  will  go  towards  New  York.  Whoever  takes  up  and  secures  said 
Servant  so  that  his  Master  may  get  him  again  shall  have  the  above  Reward 

from  the  subscriber 

Epuhaim  Blaine. 
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Even  Dr.  Alison's  slaves  were  only  to  be  fi-ee  when  the 
doctor  had  no  further  use  for  them ! 

Whether  the  thread  stockings  and  pumps  ever  found  their 
way  back  to  their  master,  history  does  not  inform  us;  but  on 
May  8,  1765,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed ;  on  the  fifth  of 
June  Governor  I'eiin's  proclamation  opened  Indian  trade,  and 
on  the  twenty-sixth,  just  one  month  after  he  had  completed 
his  twenty-fourth  year,  Ephraim  Blaine  celebrated  the  new 
peace  by  taking  to  himself  as  wife  Rebecca  Galbraith. 

Before  the  hoaey-moon  was  over  he  ap^teared  in  court  in  answer 
to  a  summons  as  a  grand  juror,  was  sworn,  and  served  as  a  good 
citizen.  On  October  twenty-second  he  was  summoned  again,  but 
evidently  thought  this  was  more  than  his  share  of  public  duty 
and  failed  to  appear.  At  various  times  thereafter  he  was  sum- 
moned, and  served  until,  on  the  22d  October,  1771,  he  made  his 
fii'st  return  as  sheriff  of  the  grand  jurors  he  had  summoned. 

He  had,  however,  been  doing  something  beside  serving  on 
the  gi-and  jury;  for  at  this  time,  though  only  about  thirty, 
he  owned,  besides  the  corner  lot  in  Carhsle  which  he  had  bought 
before  his  marriage,  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  beautiful 
Conodoguinet  creek,  and  all  the  indications  are  that  he  must 
have  been  in  easy  circumstances. 

In  the  bond  given  by  him  when  he  was  made  slieriff  his 
father  was  one  of  the  sureties;  and  as  five  good  men  and  true, 
composing  the  ('Jxecutive  Council,  attested  to  Uie  recorder  for 
the  county  of  Ouml)crland  tiiat  tliey  did  approve  of  Robert 
Callender  and  James  Blaine  as  suHicient  sureties  for  Ei>hraim 
Blaine,  his  due  execution  for  the  nfiice  of  sheriff  of  tlie  county 
of  Cumberland,  it  follows  that  both  were  known  for  men  of 
substance.  Robert  Callender  was  a  very  rich  man.  i!e  was  an 
ohl  Indian  tifidcr,  and  had  had  niucli  tiiiuble  from  friend  and 
foe  in  the  Indian  fightings.  In  a  single  encounter  when  he  was 
eonvoyiiig  a  tniin  of  eighty-one  pack-horse  loads  of  goods,  sixty- 
three  were  destroyed,  valued  at  three  thimsand  pounds.  In 
vain  he  protested  that  they  were  not  destineil  for  the  hostile 
Indians,  but  were  for  the  Illinois,  and  to  he  stored  at  Fort  Pilt. 
He  was  charged  with  intending  "  to  steal  up  the  goods  "  before 
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laggard  traders.  Certainly  he  stood  on  a  good  footing  both  with 
young  Ephraim  and  his  father,  since  the  three  combined  to  be 
"  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the 
Third  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c.  in  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  paid  to 
our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successoi-s  to  which 
payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  we  bind  ourselves  our  heirs 
executors  and  administrators  and  every  of  them  jointly  and 
severally  firmly  by  these  presents  sealed  with  our  seals  and 
dated  the  fourteenth  day  of  October  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
his  Majesty's  reign,''  before  John  Agnew,  Esq.,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Cumberland 
aforesaid. 

Unquestionably  both  father  and  son  had  profited  by  Robert 
Callender's  experience,  for  Ephraim  was  in  his  turn  a  skilful 
and  successful  Indian  trader  and  established  headquarters  at 
Carlisle.  Whether  he  had  himself  threaded  on  horseback  the 
wilderness  with  which  he  had  first  l)ecome  familiar  as  a  soldier, 
armed  with  a  rifle  as  bright,  and  appurtenances  as  various,  and 
followed  by  a  rethiue  almost  as  large,  of  horses  with  packs  and 
men  with  the  luggage,  or  whether  he  confined  himself  to  pre- 
siding over  the  collectiini  and  distribution  of  his  stores  at 
Carlisle,  we  are  not  told.  On  his  appointment  as  sheriff  of 
Cumberland  county  he  seems  to  have  given  up  Inditin  trade. 

He  never  made  trade  subservient  to  patriotism,  never 
encroached  on  what  might  be  due  to  the  country,  being  con- 
stitutionally on  the  side  of  law  and  order,  even  against  some 
of  his  own  friends;  for  through  the  piping  times  of  peace,  the 
bugle  blast  of  war  was  ever  sounding.  Turbulence  was  the 
natuiul  cafter-swell  and  roar  of  past  storms.  The  Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians  were  fain  to  enjoy  the  liberty  which  they  valued 
so  highly  and  had  bought  so  dearly,  and  sometimes  they  verily 
thought  they  did  God  service  by  resisting  the  powers  that  be. 

During  the  prevalence  of  Indian  war  an  act  of  assembly 
prohibited  the  selling  of  guns,  powder,  and  other  warlike 
stores  to  Indians,  but  a  company  of  trjiders,  tempted  of  the 
devil,  risked  the  safety  of  the  community  by  selling  their  wares, 
irrespective  of    law,   to    the   Indians.      The  ruling   Quakers, 
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supposed  to  be  friendly  to  the  Indians  and  hostile  to  the  Pres- 
byterians, did  not  interpose.  Wherefore  the  law-and-orderly 
Cumberland  men  took  the  enforcement  of  law  into  their 
own  hands  by  seizing  the  goods,  blankets,  lead,  tomahawks, 
seal  ping-knives,  gunpowder.  Two  Germans,  who  had  murdered 
ten  peaceable  Indians,  were  arrested  and  lodged  in  Carlisle 
jail,  but  a  warrant  was  issued  for  their  remoTal  to  Philadelphia 
for  trial.  The  Carlisle  folk  counted  this  an  encroachment  on 
the  right  of  a  citizen  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen 
in  the  county  where  the  crime  was  committed.  Some  seventy 
men  well  armed  appeared  at  the  door  of  Carlisle  jail  early 
one  morning,  surprised  the  keeper,  effected  entrance,  and  bore 
away  the  murderers.  Colonel  Armstrong  the  sheriff,  William 
Lyon,  the  Presbyterian  clergyman-soldier  John  Steel,  then  a 
youngster  of  twenty-three  and  all  the  more  likely  for  that  to 
be  on  hand.  Col.  Ephraiin  Blaine,  and  othei-s,  gathered  to  the 
assistance  of  Sheriff  Armstrong  in  pursuing  the  rioters;  but 
they  escaped  to  Virginia.  One  is  fain  to  believe  that  t)ie 
chase  for  such  law-breakers  was  not  over-hot. 

Colonel  Blaine's  peaceful  pursuits  were  remarkably  successful. 
He  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  interior  Pennsylvania 
at  that  day.  In  his  purchases  of  land  he  had  an  eye  for  the 
picturesque  and  beautiful  as  well  as  for  the  fertile  and  pi-o- 
ductive.  In  1772  he  built  the  mill  on  his  Cave  farm,  so 
called  from  a  cave  in  the  rock  that  has  never  been  thoroughly 
explored  unless  by  a  dog  that  is  said  to  have  gone  in  at  the 
farm  and  come  out  in  Carlisle  I  We  can  still  drive  along  the 
peaceful  country  road  that  Colonel  Blaine  built  for  the  fannere 
to  come  to  his  mill ;  and  a  mill  then  was  an  immediate  vit,il  in- 
dustry. The  mill  is  not  there,  but  the  Coundoguinet  goes  down, 
an  of  old,  past  the  place  where  the  mill-wheel  went  turning 
round  and  round,  and  curves  into  a  broad,  traixjutl  stream, 
spreading  smoothly  under  the  willow ;  and  beyond  water  and 
willow  we  see  the  i)ieasant  country  house  to  which  its  owner 
came  for  summer  vest,  and  wliither  his  friends  drove  out  frum 
the  city  for  many  a  gala  feast. 

.iili'j.  ImU  hidden  hv  tro.es  and  viiifs,  c.:ux  ^{W\  ho 
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house,  but  easily  accessible  by  a  safe  road,  is  a  far  fair  view  of 
the  goodly  land  into  which  he  entered  and  took  possession, 
amply  wooded  and  watered,  framed  in  with  purple  hills,  fruit- 
ful under  a  caressing  sun. 

Joining  his  father,  or  perhaps  joined  by  his  father,  in  erecting 
and  supporting  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Carlisle,  his 
pew  in  the  church  was  steadily  occupied,  and  his  "stipend"  was 
as  regularly  found  on  the  treasurer's  list  —  among  the  highest 
contributora,  along  with  the  familiar  Byers  and  Galbraiths.  His 
children  were  reared  in  the  habit  of  attending  church,  and  of 
paying  their  share  of  money  and  of  moral  influence  in  sustain- 
ing the  institutions  of  the  gospel.  His  voice  was  wanting  in  no 
good  word,  his  hand  in  no  good  work. 

But  another  war-cloud  was  rising  in  which  the  red-coats 
were  to  be  vanquished  as  the  red-skins  had  already  been. 
Into  this  war  Ephraim  Blaine,  still  a  young  officer,  entered 
with  the  energy  of  youth,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  conviction, 
with  the  advantage  of  experience.  He  joined  at  once  in  raisiivg 
and  officering  a  battalion  of  associators,  of  which  he  was  com- 
missioned lieutenant.  On  July  12,  1774,  a  meeting  of  the  cit- 
izens of  Cumberland  county  was  held  to  take  action  upon  the 
act  of  Parliament  closing  the  port  of  Boston.  At  that  meeting 
Colonel  Blaine,  together  with  his  old  teacher  and  friend  Francis 
Alison,  John  Armstrong,  Robert  Callender,  Jonathan  Hoge,  and 
others,  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  "to  corre- 
spond with  the  committee  of  this  province  or  of  the  other  prov- 
inces upon  the  great  objects  of  tlie  public  attention,  and  to 
cooperate  in  every  measure  conducing  to  the  general  welfare 
of  British  America." 

One  week  after,  he  made  his  last  return  fis  sheriff  of  gmnd 
jurors,  and  gave  himself  wholly  to  the  greater  work.  In  De- 
cember, 1775,  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Cuml>er- 
land  County  reported  to  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  that  they  liad 
expectation  of  raising  an  entire  battalion  in  tlie  coi\nty  in  addi- 
tion to  the  twelve  companies  already  sent  to  the  front,  and 
among  the  officers  therefor  recommended  Ephraim  Blaine  as 
lieutenant-colonel.  Tlie  next  month  Col.  Ephraim  Blaine,  of 
the  Fii-st  Battalion  of  Cnmberland  County  Militia,  was  directed 
to  hold  an  election  for  field  officers  of  the  battalion.     But  his 
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remarkable  executive  ability  had  brought  him  to  the  notice  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  on  April  tirst,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  Ephraim  Blaine  was  appointed  commissary  ot 
provisions.  He  thereupon  resigned  his  commission  and  entered 
the  Commissary  Department. 

For  tliis  department  he  was  specially  fitted  by  his  superior 
business  qualifications,  his  large  pergonal  credit,  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  Middle  States,  attested  by 
his  success  in  managing  his  own  private  affairs. 

August  sixth,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  elected  deputy  com- 
missary general  of  purchases,  "in  tlie  room  of  Mr.  Buchanan." 
On  the  transfer  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Greene  to  field  service,  at 
the  peraonal  request  and  recommendation  ot  General  Wash- 
ington he  was  made  commissaiy  general  of  purchases  of  the 
Noilhern  Department,  a  difficult  jmsition,  demanding  not  only 
integiity,  bnt  inlinite  patience)  prudence,  and  worldly  wisdom. 
To  this  position  he  continued  to  be  elected  and  reelected  by 
Cpngress. 

Colonel  Blaine's  life  thenceforth,  till  independence  was  at- 
tained, lay  in  furnishing  the  soldiers  with  food,  sometimes  to 
the  iK)int  of  keeping  the  army  from  starving.  His  highest 
promotion  came  during  tlie  memorable  and  critical  winter 
of  Valley  Foi-ge.  With  a  bankrupt  and  listless  Cimgresa, 
with  an  army  perishing  of  hunger  and  cold,  and  saved  only  by 
the  gayety  of  the  Britisii  officers  an<l  tlie  blandisliments  of  the 
Tory  ladies  of  Philadeipliia,  who  served  their  country  by  keep- 
ing the  Howes,  and  Andi'<^3,  and  IJuigoynes  writing  verses  and 
dancing  Meschianzius  instead  of  going  out  in  tlie  snow  and  sleet 
to  destroy  Wiisliingtoii  and  Jiis  reminLiit  at  Valley  Forge,  —  the 
terrible  winter  was  softened  and  made  tolerable  by  Colonel 
Bliiine's  streiiuons  exertions  in  the  service  of  his  country  and 
of  his  revered  chief  and  friend,  (Jeneral  Washington. 

Every  school-child  remembers  Valley  Forgo,  for  the  sufferings 
of  the  soldiers  and  the  footstejm  tracked  in  blood ;  bnt  every 

ild  does  not  know  that  all  the  while  "hogsheads  of  shoes, 

ickitigs,  and  clothing  were  lying  at  different  places  on  the 
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would  be  preferable  to  starving.  Three  days,  reported  a 
commander,  we  "have  been  destitute  of  bread.  Two  days 
we  have  been  entirely  without  meat."  Washington  reported, 
an  "alarming  deficiency,  or  rather  total  failure,  of  supplies." 
On  the  23d  December,  1777,  he  reported:  "Since  the  month 
of  July,  we  have  had  no  assistance  from  the  quartermaster- 
general  ;  and  to  want  of  assistance  from  this  department,  the 
commissary-general  charges  great  part  of  his  deficiency." 
"  We  have,  by  a  field  return  this  day  made,  no  less  than  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  men  now  in  camp  unfit 
for  duty,  because  they  are  barefoot,  and  otherwise  naked." 

And  —  alas !  that  we  must  say  it  —  in  this  bitter  time 
critics  arose  to  carp  and  sting,  to  attribute  to  Washington  the 
misery  of  the  soldiers  and  the  low  estate  of  the  war.  Many 
men  in  the  region  round  about  preferred  to  send  tlieir  gi-ain 
to  the  British  dancing  in  Philadelpliia  rather  than  to  the 
patriots  dying  at  Valley  Forge.  What  wonder  tliat  Wash- 
ington cherished  forever  a  tender  friendship  for  tlie  man  who 
stood  at  his  side  faithful  among  many  faithless ;  eager,  active, 
loyal,  helpful,  untiring,  self-suppressing,  through  that  season  of 
stress  and  test?  Back  and  forth  from  Carlisle  to  Valley  Forge, 
from  Valley  Forge  to  Carlisle,  went  Coh)nel  lUaine,  consnlt- 
ing  friends  and  neighbors,  urging  the  laggard  tradei-s  and 
farmers.  Then  it  was  seen  why  he  had  been  foreordained  a 
miller,  a  farmer,  a  tradesman.  Night  and  day,  every  mill  that 
he  owned,  every  mill  that  he  could  control  or  influence,  was 
kept  running  to  feed  the  soldiers.  He  ordered,  pleaded,  urged, 
remonstrated,  impelled.  I  have  heard  that  insistent  and  irre- 
sistible voice  bearing  down  all  opposition.  The  sore  need  of 
money  may  be  inferred  from  such  simple  facts  as  that  with 
an  estimate  of  458,000,000  voted  for  a  year,  the  whole  sum 
actually  i*aised  by  the  States  during  the  iii*st  iive  months  was 
$20,000.  Out  of  his  own  means,  and  by  his  influence  over  his 
neighbors,  and  by  all  his  business  reputation  with  men  of 
means  and  affairs,  Colonel  Blaine  advanced  a  saving  fund, 
for  the  distressed  and  apparently  abandoned  army. 

At  one  time  (January,  1780)  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania  drew  a  single  warrant  in  his  favor  for  one 
million  of  dollars,  to  reimburse  him  for  advances  which  his  own 
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means  and  exertioiiti  had  provided;  and  at  aiiother  time  a  war- 
rant for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  credited 
to  him  by  the  same  authority,  in  payment  of  similar  obligations. 
Aiid  while  he  was  gathering  in  provisions  and  jxjuring  out 
money  lie  was  also  hammering  away  at  Congi'OBs,  whose  jour- 
nals are  fretted  with  his  name.  April  5,  1777,  the  day  before 
his  promotion  to  the  generalship,  Congress  "Ordered  that 
there  should  be  advanced  to  Ephraim  Blaine  Ei)(jr.  in  part 
payment  of  the  balance  due  to  him  for  provisions  furnished  the 
troops,  and  in  advance  towai'ds  his  furnishing  provisions  in 
consequence  of  \m  late  appointment  1115,000."  Another  time 
it  is  resolved  that  a  cojjy  of  the  letter  from  Ephraim  Blaine 
and  On  enclosures  be  transmitted  without  delay  to  the  several 
States,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  take  into  their  serious  con- 
sideration the  present  want  and  distress  of  the  army,  and  that 
they  furnish  and  forward,  by  means  the  most  eHicaciuus,  the 
supplies  requested  from  them.  Even  as  early  as  1775  the 
Committee  re[X)rted  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Blaine  for 
expenses  incurred  by  the  treaty  with  the  western  Indians,  and 
[Miid  by  him,  the  sum  of  "  533  odd  "  dollars.  There  is  a  "  Mem 
of  money  paid  sundry  persons  in  1776  when  out  with  Uie 
Militia."  By  1780  at  least.  Congress  o^jened  its  heart  to 
('olonel  Itlaine,  and  ''Resolved  him  a  salary  at  the  rate  of 
♦40,000  by  the  year  until  the  further  oi-der  of  C»)ngi'ess,  also 
six  rations  a  day,  and  forage  for  four  hoi-ses,"  —  not  too  liigb 
a  salary  if  we  look  at  some  of  hi.s  accounts: 
Feb.  14  1779  Col.  Blaiiic  Wt  ill  vcnduo 

1  elm  Rug  disli 

1  roaathig  jai^k 

1  niiiliy  [iiialioguny]  diiiin  lalilo 

1  difst  of  <Iniwt:rs 

I  nialiy  t(!ii  table 

I  china  Ik>wI 

6  unps  &  summers 
at  the  extratirdinary,  if  one  may  not  say  extravagant,  price  of 
X365  5s.  3d.'     The  "  1  mahy  tea  table,"  at  least,  is  still  in  good 
preservation,  and  is  held  in  affectionate  reverence  by  his  kin. 
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Mrs.  Irwin's  bill  for  sugar  and  coffee  is : 
274  lbs.  of  sugar  and  112  lbs.  of  coffee  £702-o-0,  at  $2.66J  per  £. 

1770,  John  Cox's  bill  for  a  night's  lodging  and  boarding  of 
Colonel  Blaine,  his  servant  and  two  hoi*ses,  is  X64. 

Decern''  17.  1779.     C>)lo  Blain  D' 

To  a  Mug  of  Toddy £;J    0  0 

Rum  To  Sort 0  15  0 

Dinner  &  Club 4     0  0 

Quarts  of  Corn 1   10  0 

Supper 3    0  0 

Club 9     76 

2  Bottles  of  ClaiTctt 22  10  0 

Lodging 0     7  6 

RumToServ' 1   10  0 

Breakfjist 3    0  0 

Ditto  for  Ser* 250 

Hay 5    0  0 

55    5    0 
One  account  is  not  so  surprising  tis  the  receipt: 

Ephraim  Blaine  Esq.  bought 

1  Cag  old  spirits  10  gallons   .     .     .     .    £5  10    0 
Cag 3     6 

£5  13     6 

Reed  at  same  time  the  contents  in  full  for  Michael  Gratz 

Alexr.  Akrahams. 

Rec*.  18*  Oct— 1779  from  Eph".  Blaine  fifty  seven  thousand  Dollars 
which  I  promise  to  replace  in  two  Day 

57,000  Doll-  Robert  Alison 

The  first  item  of  an  account  with  Mr.  Nicliols,  but  well  after 
the  war,  is  for  "  Mlide  [merchandise]  delivered  Gen.  Wash- 
ington," X78. 

X31  14s.  2d.  Pennsylvania  currency  he  paid  to  Alexander 
Blaine  and  John  Holmes,  Esq.,  for  keeping  General  Morris's  gray 
horse  Ajax  through  the  winter,  by  order  of  Col.  George  Morgan, 
who  sent  him  down  from  Pittsburg. 

An  account  made  out  for  him  in  March,  1780,  by  George 
Morton,  who  was  an  assistant   in    Colonel   Blaine's  office,  is 
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supplemented  with  a  note  in  Colonel  Blaine's  own  handwriting, 
whose  severity  scorches  still  through  the  century: 

Sir  :  Annexed  yon  have  a  statement  of  your  aoct.  nearly  ns  it  will  be 
settled  in  the  Cretlitura'  utnce  for  which  there  will  be  a  cunitiilerable  bal- 
anuu  against  you,  for  whieh  I  am  aei^untablu —  if  there  appears  any  error 
you  can  have  it  altered.  Mr.  Morton  knows  mure  of  the  ami.  than  1  do. 
I  ktiew  nothing  ef  Mrs.  Itlaine's  being  indebted  to  you  uiitill  the  other  Day 
and  I  am  astonished  to  see  the  not*  you  have  written  her  upon  that  subject. 
Mr.  Morton  will  regulate  tlio  ehar<;ea  between  us  if  any  error  and  Mr, 
Russell  will  fix  the  Ex<:lianj;e  agreeable  to  rule.  If  money  due  Iji  ynu,  it 
shall  be  paid  and  if  the  balance  is  against  you,  I  shall  expect  it.  I  am  Sir 
Your  hble  Servt. 

EfH.   BLAtNK. 

Colonel  Blaine  could  not  only  say  sharp  words  on  occasion, 
but  take  decisive  and  incisive  action,  as  the  records  show,  even 
Hgainst  Alexander  Hiiniilton  !  But  he  was  equally  prompt  to 
suppress  all  underhand  scheming.  Parts  of  an  interesting  little 
corresiMHideiice  between  lUaine  and  Harrison  attest  Itis  vigi- 
lance and  his  loyalty. 

TO  COIX)NKL  HARRISON. 

Cami-  Ist  Jan.  1778. 
Sir  :  What  I  mentiotied  to  yon  yesterday,  tlic.ught  it  my  duty.  The 
person  who  gave  me  nty  infcrnialiuii  is  .lohii  Jones,  Imi  Keeper,  near  the 
Wintlsor  Forge;  he  lolil  mo  a  tJaplalii  Reese  belotigin^  I"  one  of  the 
Penna.  Regiments,  his  brother  and  another  luan  were  jirescnt;  he  seemed 
a  little  guunled  in  mentioning  the  matter  to  me  an<l  said  he  was  uHtonishcd 
to  hear  the  gentleman  express  himself  so  publiely ;  part  of  his  eonversaljon 
w>Li  to  tlio  efiuet,  that  the  General  was  nut  the  man  (leopln  imagineil,  nur 
yet  the  fieneral ;  anil  that  he  was  un|)artIonahli!  for  mis.sing  the  many 
flpperlunities  he  had  over  the  Kni'my  ;  —  the  wJuile  conversiilion  can  be  had 
from  that  genllcman.  ...  A  very  little  time  will  discover  some  of 
tho.su  ill-natured  malicious  men  ;  be  assured  there  are  but  very  few  and  are 
preparing  weai>ons  to  break  their  own  heads. 

Note  m  R.  B.  N.  HAintisos. 
Colonel  Blaine  in  aconversation  the  day  preceding  the  dale  of  Uiis  letter 
told  nie  (ieneral  Cioiiway  had  said  0.  W.  —  he  is  the  gentleman  alluded  to. 
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Blaine  is  sometimes  brusque  ;  and  both  he  and  his  correspondents 
are  often  too  eager  to  be  elegant. '  While  orthography  and  punc- 
tuation are  little  to  the  purpose,  I  have  supplied  both  when 
necessary  to  the  sense.  Homely  their  details  and  plain  their 
words,  but  the  place  whereon   tliey  wrought  is  lioly  ground  ; 

Pnn.Ai>i<:Li*iiiA,  March  Iti,  1771K 
Busy  collecting  food  —  will  go  as  far  iis  Wlncliuster  in  Virginia.  My 
doubt  alx)ut  being  able  to  procure  a  plentiful  supj)ly  of  Flour  for  our 
coming  is  very  great — there  are  near  seven  months  before  we  can  liave 
any  relief  from  the  Crops  now  in  the  Ground,  and  indeed  sorr}-  1  am  to 
infoim  you  that  the  scarcity  of  t^rain  is  not  so  real  :is  artificial.  Extortion 
seems  generally  to  prevail  with  mankind  —  some  from  a  desire  of  obtaining 
large  prices  hold  back  from  sale  —  others  from  disaffection  and  dislike  to 
our  currency. 

TO  ROBERT  L.    HOOPER.  JUN..  ESQ., 

A.C.    OF   PlTKCHASES    AT   EaSTON. 

12*.  I  am  afraid  of  Our  Salted  Provisions  Spoiling.  See  that  yours 
is  in  proper  Order  and  the  pickle  Sound.  —  One  Weeks  Neglect  may  occa- 
sion considerable  loss  in  that  Article  — 

le***.  *'  Am  exceeding  sorry  to  find  that  tliere  is  the  least  Appearance  of 
any  of  your  Beef  spoiling,  it  will  be  a  great  loss,  and  give  the  malicious 
Room  to  charge  us  with  Neglect.  Let  every  Mejisure  be  adopte<l  to  pre- 
serve it —  believe  Severe  smoking  will  be  the  best  but  first  have  it  clear 
drained  from  the  Old  pickle — and  make  a  Strong  fresh  Pickle,  which  let 
it  lay  in,  twelve  Hours  before  you  Jiang  it 

24*^  —  The  Acco*  I  have  received  of  Your  Salt  Provisions  being  Spoiled 
distresses  me  exceedingly.  It  will  oblige  us  to  buy  fresh  Beef  before  it  is 
fit  to  Use ;  and  at  a  most  extravagant  Price,  and  exclusive  of  the  great  Loss 
the  publick  will  Sustain  it  will  occasion  great  Clamour  with  many  people — 

July  1"* — I  have  hiid  Letters  from  the  Commissary  Gen'  of  Purchases 
and  Issues,  and  from  (General  Sullivan  —  who  has  also  wrote  the  Board  of 
War — that  all  the  Salt  Provisions  are  Spoiled  — beg  to  hear  from  you  by 
very  first  Express  — 

Princk  Toun  2I>'*'  .Ian'.,  17^0  — 

Sir:  I  have  done  all  in  my  Power  to  Obtain  Money  from  the  Tn^.-isury 
board  for  the  use  of  my  Department  but  have  been  disappointed  —  The 
Treasury  being  exhausted  of  the  Monies  limited  and  the  tax(\s  coming  in 
very  slow — have  Obliged  Congress  to  delay  payment  of  Large  sums 
want*,  for  the  Commissary  and  Quarter  Master's  Department — I  have  not 
been  able  to  Obtain  a  sum  Necessary  for  the  ])resent  Demands  of  my 
assistants  in  the  vicinity  of  Camp  for  the  daily  supplies  of  our  Army  at 
Head  Quarters  —  You  must  therefore  wait  till   Congress  have  it  in  their 
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power  to  Obtain  money  bj  tax  and  dispose  of  bill  of  Bxchsn^  whioh  thej 
are  now  about  selling, — witliout  the  Immediate  wants  of  the  Garrison  at 
Fort  Pitt,  cali  your  attention.  In  that  case  you  will  maice  Immedial« 
application  to  the  Treasury  Board  for  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  make 
the  Necessary  Purchases  in  your  District,  for  the  above  purpose,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  they  will  furnish  you  with  it.  I  am  now  on  my  way  to 
New  England ;  when  I  return  shall  giv<>  you  every  Assistance  in  my 
Power,  and  am  with  much  regard  Sir 

Your  most  OIkI". 
and  roost 

Hble  Serv*. 

Eph  Blaine  ^.G.F 

Petaraiiah  1'.  of  May  1780 
Sir 

I  received  yours  ol  the  16".  of  April  and  have  aou>A  the  contents  — 
atMut  that  time  I  will  be  with  you  and  have  been  as  ready  some  time  past 
aa  I  now  am.  —  Wou'd  request  you  to  ubh  your  influence  to  send  M'.  Darah 
down  to  Elk  as  it  will  require  a  few  days  yet,  to  compleat  my  Ace"  — 
Some  ace'.  I  believe  I  never  shall  g^t  settled  as  people  are  not  disposed  to 
i-eceive  such  money  as  I  linve  to  pay  them,  and  we  have  no  tender  law  for 
any  species  but  hard  Sluff^  Do  tell  Monsieur  the  French  .^gent  if  he 
wants  any  Supplies  of  tin;  Victual  kind  fo  his  fleets  or  Armies,  I  am  his 
man,  provided  ho  will  furnish  plenty  of  Gold  —  <iod  knows  I  iiave  auwle 
n  i»retty  hard  time  past,  the  whole  of  my   t^ommission  not   worth   one 

I  am  with  E.Meeni  S' 

Yniir  Ohed'.  SerrV 

Patrick  Kwing  — 
C<)L'.  Ephraim  Blaink  — 

Philadelphia,  25th  May,  1780.  records  : 

Kxei'utivu  and  I»gisUitivc  objeirlion  lo  his  plans  for  supplies.  He 
insists,  they  give  in. 

Philadelphia,  "iTUi  May,  17»0.  he  re|M>rti  that  he  will  send 
one  thoiisund  barrels  of  flour  stioii : 

Be  assured  of  luy  ultnosl  exiHiiims  in  mloptinj:  wiiy>  iind  nieans  tci 
procure  supplies  Iho'  I  itni  IoiuIihI  with  debt  and  liitvu  nut  had  a  shilling 
ihis  two  montiiN. 

TO  COL.  HI.AINE. 

Si'RiscKiKLii  II)  August  17811 


mmm 
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are  pleased  to  call  frond  I  could  not  Settle  my  accoants  before  it  was  done 
I  purpose  to  be  with  you  in  a  few  days 

Answer. 
Sir 

Admitting  the  causes  above  stated,  it  was  your  indispensable  duty  to 

have  acquainted  me  with  the  circumstance  of  tlie  Miller,  whicli  you  urge 

as  an  apology  for  your  neglect,  and  by  such  information  you  would  have 

saved  me  tlie  trouble  of  wdting  upon  such  a  disagreeable  subject  as  that 

of  embezzlement. — 

The    performance  of   Colonel   Blaine^s   duties    carried   hira 
throughout  Pennsylvania,  and  from  New  England  to  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  it  is  pleasant  sometimes  to  find  him  at  old  Donegal 
with    his     intimate    stanch     friend    Colonel    Lowrey,    whose 
home..    **  Locust   Grove,"   stood  on   the  sunniest  slope  of  the 
Susquehanna,  a  half  mile  from  its  bank.     He  had  come  from 
the  north  of  Ireland  when  about  six  yeai-s  old.     He  had  been 
Colonel  Blaine's  companion  on  the  Bouquet  expedition,  he  had 
marched   with  General  Forbes  to  Duquesne,  and  had  escaped 
with  his  life  from  the  massacre  of  Bloody  run;  more  happy 
than  his  brother  John,  who  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  at 
the  ••  Forks  of  the  Ohio,"  in  1750.     Both  land-lovers  and  land- 
owners, both  Indian  traders  of  many  years'  standing,  with  Indian 
trading-stores  in  Carlisle,  Colonel  Lowrey  and  Colonel  Blaine 
were     not     only    sentimental  friends  in   Donegal,    with    fresh 
Scotch-Irish   reminiscences,  but  hard-headed  business  friends  in 
the    world   of  money-making,   co-patriots  in  the  great  cause  of 
independence,  and  intimate  and  sympathetic  in  all.     Colonel 
Lowrey,  too,  had  become  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  his  bravery,  his   fidelity,  and  his 
sagacity.      His  home  on  the  river  nearly  opposite  Anderson's 
ferry  was  on  the  great  line  of  travel,  and  during  the  war  shel- 
tered   many  officei*s  despatched  on  important  business  to  and 
from   headquarters.     When  Congress  was  in  session  at  York, 
many    distinguished   people  who  had   dealings  there    stopped 
<»ver  at  Colonel  Lowrey's.     Sometimes  when  the  ice  prevented 
the  boats  from  passing,  the  travellers  were  dettiined  for  days, 
and  the   hospitable  owner  drew  liberally  upon  his  large  flocks 
of  turkeys  for  the  sustenance  and  good  cheer  of  his  friends. 
ft  is   pleasant  to  think  of   neighborly  festivities  relieving  the 
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stero  tension  of  war,  and  the  ample  rooms  of  tlie  hospitable 
Lowrey  house  echoing  between  the  roar  and  rush  of  battle  the 
inextinguishable  laughter  of  the  gods. 

They  had  need  to  hearten  each  other  in  Donegal,  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Quakers,  if  patriotic,  were  non-combatant. 
While  Howe  and  Cornwallis  could  get  no  forage  in  the  country 
around  New  York,  because  it  was  so  closely  watclied  by  that 
arch-rebel  George  Washington  and  bis  handful  of  starveling 
soldiers,  the  hills  and  valleys  of  Pennsylvania  mocked  them  with 
rich  granaries.  Bertram  Galbraith,  son  of  James,  therefore 
cousin  to  Rebecca  Galbraith  Blaine,  brought  the  battalions 
of  Donegal  and  the  country  to  arms;  but  the  non-combatants 
resisted  arms,  and  kept  Colonel  Galbmth  and  Colonel  Lowrey 
in  the  saddle  day  and  night,  arresting  the  i-ebelHouB,  encourag- 
ing the  loyal,  tJirowing  the  ring-leaders  into  jail  by  way  of  in- 
timidation, bailing  them  out  again  by  way  of  conciliation,  and 
giving  their  own  |>ersonal  obligation  to  the  farmers  for  payment 
of  forage  and  cattle  taken  for  tlie  use  of  the  array. 

On  a  Sunday  morning.  Colonel  Galbraith  sent  an  express  to 
Donegal  to  Colonel  Lowrey  to  call  out  his  Donegalians  against 
the  advancing  British.  The  express  arrived  at  the  meeting- 
house during  service.  The  congregation  immediately  adjourned 
to  the  grove,  and  the  men  joined  liaiids  in  ii  circle  around  one 
of  tlie  big  trees,  since  called  "  The  Witness  Tree,"  and  pledged 
themselves  anew  to  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom. 

Their  beloved  Scotch  minister,  Colin  McFarquhai',  had  not 
been  in  the  country  quite  long  enough  to  establish  a  clear 
record,  so  they  sweetly  forced  liim  inside  the  circle  and  made 
him  take  off  his  hat  and  liurrali  for  tlie  Continental  cause, 
which  he  did  witli  a&  good  grace  as  possible,  wliatever  may 
have  been  his  predilections,  and  lived  among  them  in  love  for 
many  years  thereafter ;  while  Colonel  Lowrey  marclied  on  with 
his  men  to  the  front,  and  when  they  could  find  no  red-coats 
for  a  tJirget,  amused  themselves  by  tiring  at  tavern-signs  which 
bore  any  i-elation  to  the  tyrant  George,  till  they  reached  the 
Braiidywine,  where  the  joking  ceased. 

Washington  lost  at  Braadywine,  and  Gates  won  at  Saratoga. 
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Burgoyne,  and  deserved  to  be  put  over  the  head  of  Washington, 
Colonel  Lowrey  met  him  on  the  river-banks,  as  a  loyal  brother- 
officer  needs  must,  and  having,  manlike,  bidden  him  to  his 
house,  hurried  up  apace  to  inquire  too  late  of  Mistress  Lowrey, 
"  My  dear,  can  you  entertain  company  to-day  ?  "  "  No,  my 
dear,"  emphatically  protested  the  good  housewife,  "there  is 
nothing  —  "  "  'Sh  !  don't  say  a  word  I ''  interrupted  the  colonel, 
in  no  stage  whisper.  "  They  are  right  at  my  heels  I  "  Mrs.  Gates 
was  among  them,  and  tlie  little  girl  wlio  nestled  shyly  in  a 
corner  and  absorbed  everything  with  eager  eyes,  to  transmit  it  to 
this  generation,  remembered  even  tlie  ribbons  the  lady  wore ; 
but,  alas  I  she  transmitted  them  to  a  male  child,  and,  for  all  he 
can  tell  of  their  color  or  texture  or  fashioning,  they  might  as 
well  have  been  torn  to  tatters  in  Burgoyne's  defeat ! 

Gates  had  good  cheer  at  the  Lowrey  house,  but  Washington 
remained  at  the  head  of  the  army. 

Ah  I  what  eager  ambitions,  what  high  hopes,  what  bitter 
rivalrias,  what  splendid  determination  and  heroism,  have  trav- 
elled up  and  down  that  beautiful  slope  to  the  Susquehanna,  in 
the  old  days  when  the  slope  was  unvexed  with  houses,  and 
nothing  lay  between  the  home  and  the  majestic  river  but  the 
green  turf  or  the  unbroken  snow  I 

The  lady  of  the  manor  wfis  as  heroic  as  there  was  any  call 
for ;  witness  the  courtesy  with  which  she  perforce  opened  her 
house  to  her  Gates  guests  and  made  them  welcome;  but  she 
also  loved  ornamentation  and  beauty,  and  Colonel  Lowrey 
being  away  when  she  was  ordering  the  trappings  of  her  new 
oarriage,  she  innocently  enough  besi)oke  a  coat-of-arms  to  be 
thereon  emblazoned,  meaning  no  treason,  only  decoration ;  but 
when  the  colonel  came  home  and  saw  the  accursed  thing,  thun- 
der gathered  on  his  brows.  "  Bring  me  a  hatchet,''  he  com- 
manded a  waiting  servant.  The  hatchet  wiis  brought,  and  the 
pretty  bauble  was  hacked  off  the  carriage  and  buried  by  his 
own  hands,  and  no  man  knoweth  of  its  sepulchre  to  this  day. 

Colonel  Blaine's  children  were  too  young  to  serve  him  ex- 
cept through  their  bright  spirits,  their  fresh  interest,  and  the 
inspiration  of  their  free  future  l)eckoning.  He  was  but  thirty- 
four.  To  his  little  boys  of  seven  and  nine  the  war  was  but 
a.  wide  playground ;  but  his  brothers  Alexander  and  William 
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were  hia  loyal  and  able  asaiatanta,  both  active  officers,  the 
former  in  his  own  department.  Assistant  Commissary  of  Issues. 
Alexander  is  represented  through  his  daughters  in  our  genera- 
tion by  his  descendant.  Judge  Shiras,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  by 
the  Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker,  and  until  within  a  few  years  by 
his  danghter,  Mrs.  AnderKon,  who,  nearing  her  one  hundredth 
birthday,  carried  into  our  time  her  tall  figure,  her  striking 
presence,  and  traces  of  the  great  reputed  beauty  which  had 
made  her  young  days  brilliRnt, 

An  account  of  provisions  issued  to  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania 
Keginieut,  detachments,  artificers,  wagoners,  etc..  at  Carlisle, 
from  January  to  September,  ITTT,  by  Alexander  Blaine,  Assist- 
ant Commissary  of  Issues,  beautifully  ruled  and  written  by  his 
own  hand,  has  esca]>ed  destinicUon,  to  show  that  our  patriot 
army  disposed  of  109,4031  'ba-  oi  bread  to  116,552  "Jills"  of 
"  Hum  or  Whiskey." 

Alexander  Blaine  hail  also  been  titted  for  the  work  by  an 
excellent  education,  and  by  long  experience  in  business  afFairs. 
So  early  a.s  ITtiS,  when  he  could  have  been  hardly  more  thait 
twenty-five  years  old,  he  received  from  the  Hon.  John  Penu, 
Hsq.,  his  certificate  of  character  and  license  to  trade  with  the 
Indian  nations  and  tribes. 

To  the  wonderful  triumphant  end  of  the  war,  Ephraim 
Btaine  held  his  even  course,  strong,  sustained,  effective, 
untouched  by  envy,  unmoved  by  calumny,  unswerving  under 
opposition,  loyal  to  his  chief,  loyal  to  his  cause,  marshalling 
his  inglorious  Hour  and  whiskey  for  the  preservation  of  life 
as  strenuously  as  if  he  had  been  intrusted  with  the  gloiy  of 
battle.  And  presently  even  the  dates  of  his  severe  business 
letters  and  the  dry  terms  of  his  orders  and  despatches  are 
musical  with  the  notes,  fragrant  with  the  blossoms,  of  approach- 
ing peace. 

Pdblic  Service. 
York  Town  3(V.  May  1781, 
Colonel  .Iamrs  Wooi> 

CommniKliiig  Ike  Vnmrntion  troops,  Lancasler. 
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march  —  I  have  already  givea  the  necessary  Orders  and  the  places  of  de- 
posit between  Frederick  Town  and  North  river  is  this  place,  Reading 
Easton,  Sussex  Court  House,  and  Fishkill  Landing — Flour  and  Whiskey 
will  be  procured  but  have  reason  to  doubt  a  difficulty  in  Obtaining  meat  — 
T  shall  Employ  some  person,  who  will  meet  you  at  this  ])laces,  and  give 
attention  to  the  supply  of  those  troops  untill  they  reach  Rutland  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay —  I  am  now  upon  my  way  to  ( Carlisle  whore  T  shall  remain  a 
few  days.  If  you  cou'd  inform  me  the  time  you  expect  to  reach  this  place 
will  do  my  self  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  you  — 

Col.  Wood. 

Commanding  the  Convention  Prisoners  : 

Reading  l?*"  June  1781, 

Dear  Sir 

I  expected  to  have  hati  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  this  place  but  am 
disappointed.  Captain  Alexander,  tlic  person  whom  I  have  appointed  to 
attend  the  Convention  Troops  upon  their  March  to  the  Eastward  and  use 
every  endeavour  in  his  power  to  pi-ocure  supplies  tit  the  sundry  ports  upon 
the  route,  and  attend  to  your  Orders  and  Instruetions,  upon  meeting  the 
Hessians  troops  in  Marsh  Creek,  an<l  thinking  you  would  be  up  Immedi- 
ately did  not  proceed  but  n»turn'd  with  them  to  this  place,  where  he  will 
remain  untill  he  hears  from  you.  He  is  a  (lentleman  on  whom  you  may 
rely,  and  will  closely  attend  to  your  Instructions  and  put  every  part  of 
them  into  execution 


That  his  even  course  was  sustained  only  by  loyalty  to  his 
chief  and  his  cause  is  occasionally  seen.  ''  Please  your  Excel- 
lency/' he  wrote  from  Philadelphia  the  year  before,  "  it  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  single  shilling  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  Board :  My  people  are  so  much  indebted  that  their 
credit  is  quite  exhausted  with  the  Country.  .  .  .  The  treasury 
being  exhausted,  my  Agents  greatly  involved,  tlie  delay  of  our 
public  finances  and  the  general  change  in  the  system  of  the 
Quartermaster  and  Commissary-General  departments  has  made 
my  office  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  man  ever  experienced. 
Indeed  nothing  would  induce  me  to  continue  under  present 
appearances  but  the  duty  I  owe  my  country  and  regard  to  your 
Excellency,  which  ever  shall  be  motives  to  command  my  best 
services  and  surmount  every  other  difficulty." 
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Til. 

COrX)NEL  BLAINE'S   PEACEFUL   YEARS. 

COLONEL  BLAINE  came  out  of  the  war  still  a  young  man, 
Ills  eye  not  dim,  nor  hix  natural  force  abated.  Instantly  he 
took  uj)  again  with  undiminished  ardor,  promptitude,  and  effect- 
iveneRs  nil  the  old  business  of  life  —  trade,  lands,  exchange  ;  all 
the  old  pleasures  of  life,  social  and  domestic.  The  establishment 
of  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  with  his  revered  friend  General 
Washington,  at  tlie  head  of  the  government,  made  that  city 
the  social  centre  of  the  new  nation,  and  Colonel  Blaine 
availed  himself  of  its  advantages  as  far  as  possible  by  making 
Philadelphia  his  winter  home,  and  taking  his  full  share  in 
its  <hitie8  and  festivities.  His  fortune  had  been  impaired,  or 
at  least  diminished,  by  his  generous  contributions  to  the 
patriot  cause,  but  it  was  still  ample  for  a  gentle  and  wide 
hospitality,  for  the  best  rearing  of  his  children,  and  for  the 
demands,  small  or  great,  of  an  extensive  business. 

From  foLONEi.  Blaine.  Fort  Pitt  2.^".  Nov'.  1783 
To  Mr.  William  Brll.  Merchnut.  FhiUuMpfiifi : 

1>F.AIt  SiK 

I  Imvt;  ilii>:iiii>iiient  returned  from  l>oiiifj  up  the  MonoDgahala  River  In 
[iiii'suit  of  Oni'  <if  tlio  Deputy  Survejors  —  iiixl  fortiinawlj  met  with  Col*. 
Marsliall  wlio  lins  Fayette  County  whtclt  Evt^iulH  from  tlio  Mouth  of  Sandy 
ItiviT  to  Kikintuck,  and  litic-k  to  the  Mountains.  I  have  Ohtaind  a  depu- 
tation for  Sr  l.joii  who  goes  with  me  as  a  Survcyoi— M'  Marshall  has 
j2:iven  nil'  linti  Encouragi'nicnl  Respeetiiig  Vatanl  lands  — however  I  shall 
[iroccnd  on  Friday  .Morning  mid  adopt  every  jin^siblo  mea.4nrG  to  accom- 
plisli  my  Ixisiness.  I  sliall  liave  exwssive  litiiagc  and  lio  not  Knpeet  it 
will  be  in  my  I'ower  In  return  before  the  last  of  Fehniaiy  —  jVfter  i  r«aeh 
Ihe  MouMi  of  sarnly  River  and  Kxplore  that  Coimlry  aiid"  locate  my  lands 
[  will  have  I,,  ride"  (In.!  hundred  &  fifty  .Miles  to  M'  Marshalla  Oftiea  to 
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at  the  falls  he  will  proceed  to  (jreen  River  and  endeavour  to  lay  the 
warrants  I  have  sent  with  him.  You  will  be  so  kind  as  to  hury  up  the 
oroods  which  I  wrote  for  by  M'  Tate  and  Rather  add  to  the  list  as  many  of 
the  articles  are  much  wanted.  Speak  to  W  Ludhom  M'  A  &  Co  and 
tell  them  to  keep  my  note  untill  I  return  at  which  time  they  shall  be  punctu- 
ally paid  with  Interest — You  will  much  Oblige  me  in  paying  M'.  Gren 
tlie  Waggoner  who  Brought  up  part  of  my  goods  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds, 
and  T  forgot  to  settle  with  M'.  (ialaugher  in  record  that  for  some  delph 
ware  which  I  bought  from  him.  Pray  will  you  pay  him.  Pray  endeavour 
to  have  our  Indian  cargo  early  in  the  Summer  there  will  be  a  great  demand. 
I  shall  have  a  very  Considerable  Remmittance  to  carry  down  with  me  upon 
my  Return  in  money  and  piltry  — 

You  will  please  to  pay  attention  to  my  family,  and  should  my  son 
Return  from  France  before  I  como  home,  I  shall  Uike  it  a  very  particular 
favour  if  you  will  make  it  your  business  to  See  him  often  and  give  him 
your  friendly  advice.  He  is  an  unweildy  boy  and  will  stand  in  much  need 
of  it,  please  to  present  my  Compliments  to  M".  Bell  and  believe  me  with 
much  Reguard  Dear  Sir 

M*  Bell. 

And  being  at  Fort  Pitt  he  improved  the  occasion  to  turn  an 
honest  penny,  for  we  find  a  conveyance  to  him  of  three  lots  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  by  John  Penn,  Esq.,  and  John  Penn,  Jr., 
—  grandson  and  great-grandson  of  William  Penn,  late  proprie- 
taries of  Pennsylvania. 

PniLAi)^.  20*"  Ap'.  1785 
Gentlemen 

we  find  l)y  information  you  have  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  goods 
you  had  from  us  neither  have  you  paid  us  th<»  money  agreable  to  Contract. 
We  have  therefore  sent  M'.  Alexander  Blaine  to  act  for  us  with  full  power 
to  receive  from  vou  the  debt  due  to  us  —  We  think  from  the  best  Informa- 
tion  you  cannot  pi'oceed  to  Canada  without  the  greatest  danger  of  losing 
your  property,  and  therefore  deprive  you  of  your  good  intentions  (paying 
what  you  owe)  by  losing  verry  Considerably  on  your  adventure  and  put- 
ing  it  out  of  your  power  to  pay  at  a  future  day.  M'.  Blaine  has  full  power 
and  authority  to  dispose  oft*  John  Lauman  One  third  of  the  Cargo  for  cash 
or  piltry  upon  such  terms  as  he  may  think  prudent;  shoud  he  fail  in  this, 
he  has  special  instructions  to  Bring  the  goods  back  to  this  C^ity,  we  there- 
fore ativise  you  to  put  the  property  into  his  hands  to  soil  what  he  can  at 
Skenactady  for  Cash  or  peltry,  and  what  he  can  not  sell  to  bring  back  to 
this  City  where  they  may  be  sold  with  Little  or  no  loss  an<i  the  neat  pro- 
ceeds thereof  go  to  your  Credit.  We  again  Repeat  to  you  the  danger  in 
attempting  to  proceed  from  where  you  now  are,  as  we  have  undoubted 
iaformation  of  the  Risque  and  the  property  is  too  Valuable  to  be  triffled 
with,  and  we  must  also  expect  punctuality  of  payment  in  a  very  short  time 
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—  We  also  think  your  Own  prudence  will  Immediately  Acijuiese  with  the 
plan  wc  have  proposed,  therefore  have  not  a  Doubt  of  your  Complying  in 
Opinion  and  doing  every  thing  for  your  own  advantage,  as  also  for  Gen- 
tleman 

vour  Obd'.  Hble  Serv'. 
P  I'ost 
To  Gen"-.  Irvine. 

Philau*.  Sept.  1787 

DeAK  SlH 

Yon  will  be  imtoh  surprised  to  find  I  have  boon  in  Philadelpltw  ever 
sini.'e  you  left  it.  My  friund  Si^iwnrt  &  self  have  differed  ^ni)  have  beon- 
in  equal  distress  for  wan)  of  niiinny.  indeed  he  hait  lH«n  vitry  dtlHcient.  I 
could  Kay  a  great  deal  but  sliall  Oiult  it  respM-ting  him.  [  would  have 
wrote  you  lung  ere  lliis  but  the  perplexity  I  hnve  been  under  owing  to  this 
Vir^finia  afliiir  has  given  nie  much. trouble  and  distivss  —  M'.  Pollock  lias 
agreed  with  M'.  Haniilton  for  Bird'ii  plaee  aiid  gobn  uji  in  a  day  or  two. 
He  has  taken  it  at  the  Stiff  Price.  I  hod  »  good  doal  of  trouble  before  I  gol 
them  to  a.  Compromise  —  the  Convention  aiii  Htill  siljng  and  periiaps  will 
not  bi'eak  up  this  uionih  yet,  various  arc  tint  Ooiyci^tun^s  Respei^ng  their 
deliberation^^.  Some  people  tAke  upon  Ihem  to  say  Ilmt  the  Legislative 
branches  of  the  Res|)ective  States  will  not  be  tru-tteit  with  the  final  deter- 
mination, bur.  that  a  Convention  of  the  peo))le  at  lurgi-  will  take  place  anil 
tbat  their  delegates  will  liave  the  Hnishing  of  the  business  —  and  i.  am  of 
Opinion  it  will  answer  best,  as  the  prejudiites  of  party  will  not  prevail  ao 
powerfully  as  in  the  different  assembly's—. 

Pray  how  does  your  new  tioveinuienl  vmxw,-  on,  and  are  your  Otlieers  of 
Govei''  yet  appointed  P  The  siile  you  hiivi'  made  Is  a  I^argt!  One.  1  know 
all  tlie  lioundarios  Kxeept  the  town  Norlh  of  Siotii,  within  Ihose  Lines  the 
Eastern  Geiitrj-  have  syeurcd  a  very  Valuable  tract  of  Country,  as  I  sup- 
pose thej'  will  have  all  ihi-  Valuable  Lands  upon  Muskingum,  Haekhock- 
ing,  and  the  North  side  of  Siito  —  1  hope  they  have  jpven  a  Dollar  per  lot. 
1  wish  I  had  Une  Townsliip  tvhleh  I  could  Ix)cale  at  that  price  (within  their 
claim)  indeed  I  might  say  fifty.  Pray  fnvoilr  me  wilh  a  Line  upon  that 
Subject  &  wliii  are  su]ipos(4l  In  bu  the  Oflii-ers.  I  have  been  infomi'd  the 
Candidate,''  who  ai-o  in  Nomination  for  Governor,  are  Gen  S'.  Clair,  Geo' 
Parsons,  and  your  si<lf.  I  should  suppose  the  ap{Kiintment  of  Gen.  Pai-sons 
would  be  impulotick  a.-^  he  is  one  of  the  Principle  Proprietors  I'imccanied 
in  the  pun^hase,  .-ind  it  would  he  giviu);  him  an  undue  influence  which 
might  be  attended  with  evil  <"onsei[iienei's.  'I'liis  is  an  idea  which  has 
struck  mc  in  thinking  on  tJu-  matter,  tliercforn  sup|K)se  tJongress  will  have 
tlie  same  Opinion  and  thai  ihe  appninlment  will  rejii  between  you  and  the 
I'nisident. 

I  find  you  are  disposed  l«  sell  some  ninfjei-  of  Lots  in  the  Course  of  this 
month.     I'ray  can  you  lay  your  haiids  upon  a  few  tlionsund  Acres,  if  they 
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purchase  five  or  Six  Lots  at  this  place  to  include  the  Mouth  of  said  Creek 
and  Extend  an  Equal  distance  up  &  down  the  river.  The  Land  is  Valua- 
ble and  would  command  a  price  in  a  short  time.  I  will  Join  you  in  the 
purchase,  I  shall  leave  the  City  in  a  day  or  two,  and  you  will  not  see  me 
until  1  I  return  from  Kentuckey 

My  Son  has  been  home  above  tWo  weeks;  he  knew  nothing  of  your 
being  in  New  York  altho  he  was  two  days  in  that  place,  and  called  at  M'. 
Elswortlis  to  get  Lodging.  He  promises  to  be  a  Cleaver  Likely  fellow, 
and  I  hope  will  do  well.  If  you  have  any  thing  to  do  in  that  New  Coun- 
try, I  wou'd  wish  to  geX  him  an  Apointment,  such  as  his  Capacity  might  be 
equal  to,  say  Secretary,  or  what  Else  you  please. 


His  children  were  indeed  growing  into  maturity,  companion- 
ship, and  support.  His  two  sons  had  received  a  liberjil  educa- 
tion, and  had  become  handsome  and  accomplislied  gentlemen, 
known  in  life  and  to  be  remembered  long:  after  thev  had  left  it 
for  their  distinguished  bearing  and  social  graces.  Both  followed 
their  father  into  mercantile  pursuits,  including  also  traffic  in 
lauds.  James,  the  eldest,  named  for  his  father's  father,  had  been 
sent  abroad  for  special  professional  training  to  Bordeaux,  and 
for  further  travel  and  wider  acquaintance  with  the  world.  Sou- 
venirs of  his  tour  yet  remain  to  his  great-great-grandchildren. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  the  young  gentleman  developed  abroad 
a  greater  fondness  for  society  than  for  business,  which  is  not 
improbable  considering  his  age,  for  he  was  not  seventeen  when 
he  returned  from  his  first  trip,  and  a  very  young  man  when  he 
returned  from  his  second.  John  Bannister  Gil)son,  the  illus- 
trious Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
wrote  that  "James  Bljiine,  at  the  time  of  liis  return  from  Europe, 
was  considered  to  be  among  the  most  accomplished  and  finest- 
looking  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia,  then  the  centre  of  fashion, 
elegance,  and  learning  on  this  continent.  His  reputation  lis  a 
model  gentleman  was  honorably  sustained  throughout  life.''  He 
and  his  brother  Robert  entered  upon  business  together  in  Car- 
lisle, and  gradually  came  into  the  management  of  their  father's 
affairs  as  well  as  their  own.  John  Adams,  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  willing  to  do  Colonel  Blaine  a  service,  nomi- 
nated his  son  James  as  captain  in  the  United  States  Infantry. 
Domestic  joys  came  to  crown  their  success.  Both  married 
young  and  married  happily  in  their  own  sphere  of  life.     The 
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wife  of  the  eldwHt  waii  Juih;  llogo,  Juugliterof  David  Hoge,  Esq.,  ' 
a  public- spirited  citizen,  whose  niiine  is  closely  identified  with 
the  upbuilding  of  civilization  in  both  eastern  aad  western 
Pennsylvania.  He  had  relintpiished  the  sheriffs  oftice  to 
Colonel  Blaine  the  yesir  after  his  daughter's  birth,  and  threw 
in  his  interests,  though  not  his  residence,  to  the  fonnation  of 
Washington. 

December  '22,  1791,  Rol>ei't  married  Susaunn,  daughter  of 
Paul  Metzer,  of  Mc.Vllisters  town,  now  Hanover.  Tlieir  happj' 
home  in  Carlisle,  and  on  the  Cave  fartn,  is  Ntill  represented  not 
only  in  tradition,  but  in  living  charm  and  force. 

It  was  no  doubt  in  view  of  these  marriages  that  Colonel 
Blaine  bought  the  Middlesex  estate  which  became  so  dear  to 
him. 

It  had  happened,  in  the  order  of  events,  that  his  old  friend 
Robert  C'ftllen<ler,  who  had  been  his  surety  when  he  assumed 
the  office  of  sheriff,  died  in  1776,  leaving  by  will  his  Middlesex 
estate  to  his  son  Robert  Calleniler,  then  a.  minor.  Fifteen  yeare 
afterwards  the  property  wa.s  sold  from  this  son  at  sheriff's  sale, 
Robert  Buchanan  being  the  sheriff,  and  Ephraim  Blaine  was 
minded  to  buy  it.  In  the  deed  which  conveyed  it  to  him, 
Oct.  12, 1791,  it  is  desoril>ed  as  containing  ".'>fi3  as  189  prs." 
called  "  Middlesex,"  with  Jifty  acres  adjoining.  At  im  earlier 
date  it  had  lielonged  to  the  Chamhere  family,  and  as  James 
GalbraithV  wife.  Mrs.  Kphniini  Blaine's  great-grandmother,  was 
a  Ch)inil)ers,  it  is  not  iniproliahle  that  in  reverting  to  her  the 
estate  had  conu^  to  its  own  again. 

In  1792  the  father,  James  Illaine,  passed  away  from  earth, 
well  stricken  in  years.  He  had  lived  through  the  storm 
and  sti'ejw  of  Indian  and  civil  Wiir,  supporting  his  sons  with 
his  (latriotism,  iind  ivjoicing  with  iheni  in  the  triumph  of 
the  cause  whiih  all  upheld  with  all  their  strength,  the  one 
giving  to  it  the  Messing  iuid  approval  of  his  i«itriarchal  years, 
the  others  their  prime  and  power.  He  had  lived  to  see  that 
his  experiment  of  a  i-hinige  of  home  had  not  U'en  a  mistake. 
For  the  pettv  restrictions  of  the  British  government  and  the 
.11-  ^inil   hi,r.Mil,w.  1,»  had    come  into   a 
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possessions  were  limited  only  by  the  ability  of  brain  and  hand 
and  honor.  He  had  been  able  to  rear  his  children  in  com- 
fort to  intelligence  and  self-respect,  and  he  saw  them,  all  but 
the  one  who  had  gone  before  him,  clothed  in  the  sovereign 
power  of  self-governing  citizens,  held  in  esteem  by  the  republic 
which  they  had  served.  Surely  he  could  wrap  the  drapery  of 
his  couch  about  him  and  lie  down,  not  to  pleasant  dreams,  for 
dreams  were  no  part  of  the  faith  of  Scotch  Presbyterians.  Their 
creed  was  no  such  stuff  as  dreams  are  made  of.  They  died 
under  contract  with  God,  in  full  expectation  that  he  would,  and 
moral  demand  that  he  should,  grant  them  immortal  life  in  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

James  Blaine's  will  made  no  bequest  to  his  eldest  son,  to  whom 
he  had  already  given  great  gifts,  but  commended  his  family  and 
his  estate  to  the  care  of  that  beloved  and  trusted  son. 

A  deeper  sorrow  came  to  the  family  the  next  year  —  deeper, 
because  not  in  line  with  nature's  intent.  A  large  business  at 
that  time  was  carried  on  between  Carlisle  and  New  Orleans 
and  other  points  south.  A  common  mode  was  to  load  flat- 
boats  with  provisions,  float  down  to  New  Orleans,  and  remain 
until  the  cargo  was  sold  at  what  profit  the  times  permitted, 
sometimes  only  after  a  three  months'  waiting  in  the  use  of 
means. 

From  one  of  these  long  absences  James  Blaine  returned  to 
find  only  a  grave  instead  of  his  young  wife  and  the  child 
whom  he  had  never  seen. 

A  letter  from  Carlisle,  April  18,  1793,  says  with  quaint 
pathos  : 

"  We  lost  a  very  worthy  female  inhabitant  of  Carlisle  a  few 
days  ago  (the  wife  of  M'.  James  Blaine)  who  died  &  was 
buried  in  the  absence  of  her  husband.  He  arrived  the  day 
after  the  Funeral ;  &  upon  hearing  of  the  sad  disaster,  ran  to 
the  graveyard,  almost  distracted,  &  there  remained  a  good 
while  fixed  in  the  deepest  sorrow." 

In  the  deepest  sorrow  he  looked  again  upon  her  face  and  ob- 
tained some  locks  of  her  hair,  from  which  ten  rings  were  made 
for  remembrance  —  five  with  her  hair  and  his  own  entwined, 
five  with  such  mourning  emblems  as  love  could  command  from 
the  art  of  that  period. 
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Two,  at  least,  of  these  rings  remain  to-day  in  the  ownership 
of  a  granddaughter  of  the  young  wife's  sister. 

In  the  old  graveyard  at  Carlisle  her  brief  story  is  told : 
"  In  Memory  of  Jane  Blatie,  Wife  of  Jtiines  Blaine,  who  died 
the  15th  of  April,  1793,  in  the  24th  year  of  her  age. 

"  Reader  brbulil  vni.  drop  *  tear 
Beauty's  remains  lie  bary'd  here; 
But  Heav'D  whlcb  lent  tbe  transient  boon 
Hath  bid  her  >un  go  down  at  noon. 
Ye  fair  since  her>  may  be  your  case 
Forget  the  beauties  of  the  face. 
Go  first  in  virtues  paths  and  tread, 
Then  safely  mingle  with  tbe  dead. 
And  you'll  with  Sister  Seraphs  }ain 
Where  HeaTen's  refulgent  glories  shine." 

In  June,  of  the  same  year,  Colonel  Blaine's  life  was  touched 
by  another  tragedy,  aa  far  as  possible  from  the  dignity  of  his 
father's  composed  farewell,  or  the  pathos  of  his  daughter's  early 
death.  John  Duncan,  a  brother  of  Judge  Duncan,  had  some 
])oUtical  dispute  with  James  Lainberton,  the  grandfather  of  the 
late  Hon.  Kobert  A.  Lainberton,  I.L.D..  President  of  Lehigh 
University  of  Pennsylvania, — a  disjiute  which  presently  be- 
came an  altercation,  su  vioh^nt  and  purrional  as  seemed  in  the 
judgment  of  th()sc  days  to  demand  blood,  A  challenge  was 
sent  and  accepted,  and  Col.  Kphi-:iini  Blxiiie  wu.s  chosen  second. 
The  duel  was  fimght.  and  Duncan  was  killeil  at  the  only  ex- 
change of  shuLs  between  tlicni ;  departing  "  thi.s  life  June  22nd 
1793  aged  thii-ty-one  years." 

But  for  all  grief,  disap]ioitiiiuent,  or  death,  tlie  world 
goes  on.  In  May.  of  the  next  year,  tlie  bereft  httsband  was  in 
New  Orleans  again  on  liis  three  moiilhh'  business  trip,  and  in 
October  he  was  baik  in  f'iirlisle  heljiing  bis  father  to  entertain 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  whiskey  insurrection  was  testing  the  new  government. 
Like  most  insurivctions,  it  ha<l  a  I'easunable  side.  The 
Scotch-Irish  had  emigrated  fur  liberty,  wliicli  for  them  in- 
eluded  freedom  from  restrietinns  in  tnide.     Tliey  had  hardly 
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the  chief  currency!  Rye  was  the  chief  product.  As  rye  it 
could  not  be  taken  to  market.  A  horse  could  carry  only  four 
bushels.  Of  rye  changed  into  whiskey,  he  could, carry  twenty- 
four  bushels.  Freight  in  wagons  to  Philadelphia  wa,s  from  ^5 
to  >J510  a  hundred  pounds,  and  such  freight  ate  up  both  proHts 
and  rye.  There  was  no  trade  down  the  Ohio,  and  lower 
Mississippi  was  held  by  Spaniards.  Whiskey  was  the  only 
high  road  to  salt,  which  was  $5  a  bushel ;  to  iron  and  steel, 
which  were  ^15  and  $20  the  hundred  weight  Consequently 
distilleries  were  everywhere,  but  few  of  them  paid  cash  for 
grain.  The  men  of  the  interior  saw  the  men  on  the  coast 
drinking  their  imported  wines  which  transportation  by  land 
would  make  too  costly ;  and  they  said  among  themselves.  If  we 
cannot  import,  why  shall  we  not  make  ?  Why  should  we  be 
called  upon  to  pay  duty  for  drinking  our  grain,  any  more  than 
for  eating  it  ?  And  it  is  hard  to  see  tliat  the  question  was  ever 
more  logically  answered  than  with  Light  Hoi-se  Harry's  fifteen 
thousand  troops.  But  that  logic  carried  the  day.  President 
Wai>hingt<>n,  Colonel  Blaine,  and  the  othei*s  drank  their 
^•cags"  of  wine,  and  decided  that  law,  whether  good  or  bad, 
must  be  enforced.  The  nation  was  not  seated  firmly  enough 
in  the  saddle  to  j)erniit  the  horse  to  take  the  bits  in  his  mouth 
for  a  moment. 

*" September  80,  1794,"  says  Jacob  Holtzheinier,  "that  great 
and  good  man  General  Washington,  President  of  the  United 
States,  set  out  from  his  house  on  Market  street,  with  Secretary 
Hamilton  on  his  left  and  his  private  secretary  on  his  right,  to 
head,  the  Militia  to  ciuell  the  Western  Insurrection."  His 
arrival  in  Carlisle  gave  a  great  week  to  the  stirring  little  town. 
The  President's  body-guard  was  comi)()sed  of  New  Jei-sey 
cavalry,  handsomely  uniformed,  and  himself  had  no  superior 
for  jiersonal  dignity  and  imposing  presence.  But  i)ublic  sen- 
timent in  Pennsylvania  was  republicanism  flavored  with 
whiskey,  and  the  soldiers  and  the  citizens  were  often  at  odds 
—  once  at  so  great  odds  that  (lovernor  Miiliin  found  it  neces- 
sary to  soothe  the  excited  crowd  from  the  balcony  of  the 
hotel  on  S(mth  Hanover  street.  Mr.  l*anl  Metzger,  father  of 
Mrs.  Robert  Blaine,  and  his  twelve-year-old  son,  George,  were 
then  on  a  visit  to  Carlisle,  dividing  their  time  between  Mrs. 
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Robert's  house  and  that  of  Dr.  McCoskrey,  father  of  the  late 
Bishop  McCoskrey.  General  Waahingtou  had  viaited  at  Mr. 
Metzger'a  home  in  Hanover,  and  of  course  little  went  on  which 
the  lively  lad  did  not  see.  When  his  host  gave  a  dinner-party 
to  the  President,  Governor  Mii!lin,  Colonel  itlaine,  and  other 
distinguished  men,  George,  being  his  guest,  was.  though  but  a 
lad,  invited,  or  he  it  said  jiennitted,  to  api>ear  at  the  table. 
This  honor  he  was  too  shy  tu  accept,  but  in  the  prospect  of  a 
street  fight  the  small  buy's  shyness  vanished,  and  through  the 
whole  commotion  he  stood  at  the  Governor's  elbow,  and  so  was 
able  to  tell  us  all  about  it. 

The  President's  headquartere  were  on  the  oppusile  side  of 
the  sti-eet,  where  Iwth  Colonel  Blaine's  houses  were  devoted 
to  his  accommodation  and  entertainment.  In  the  one  which 
Colonel  Blaine  himself  occupied  on  the  corner  just  south  of 
the  public  stiuare,  the  President  and  staff  were  guests  at  his 
table.  In  the  one  adjoining  they  were  lodged.  Mrs.  Blaine 
was  at  this  time  au  invalid,  attended  and  cheered  by  her  young 
niece,  Mai^aret  Lyon,  who  had  l»een  almost  reared  in  her 
uncle's  house;  and  the  young  daughter-in-law  mounted  her 
honje  every  day,  and,  leaving  her  little  brood  at  home,  rode 
in  through  the  green  fields,  from  the  Cave  Farm,  and  as- 
sumed supervision  of  the  President's  entertainment  and  chap- 
eronage  of  the  young  maiden.  The  sons,  Captsiin  James  and 
Robert,  took  charge  of  the  outdoor  armngcments,  seeing  that 
"the  President's  hoi-ses"  and  accoutrements  were  properly 
cared  f()r,  and  all  expenses  jironiptly  met ;  as  witness  many 
a  bill,  order,  and  account; 

.SiK,  l>B)ivcr  fniir  liuslicis  i.f  ( hits  for  tii.;  l'rosi<krifs  Horsos. 

■Ian  Blaine 


Kticeiv'd  of  .loiiii  Lugun.  Diie  Luail  of  Huy  for  Ihe  rrusi dent's  Horses  — 

J  AS.  Blaine. 
f*.  Oetolwr  17til 
Pay  him  thrive  poiiii(is 
K.  Blaine, 
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especially  delighting  young  Margaret,  by  praising  her  "flannel 
cakes,"  and  begging  her  to  give  hiin  her  receipt  for  them  that 
he  might  carry  it  home  to  his  Patty  I  Yes,  ''  My  Patty."  Cum- 
berland county  and  Washington  county  join  hands  on  tliat  I 

History  says  that  while  the  President  was  at  Carlisle  he 
heard  that  the  insurrection  had  been  (|uelled.  A  private  theory, 
firmly  held,  is  that  he  enjoyed  his  visit  there  so  much  that  he 
was  willing  to  believe  the  insurrection  had  never  arisen  I  This 
theory  all  must  adopt  who  know  what  that  Blaine  home-circle 
was  —  the  host  dignified,  courteous,  hospitable,  brilliant,  the 
centre  of  all  life  and  love  and  gayety  ;  tlie  children  young, 
bright,  strong,  devoted,  —  an  harmonious  family  circle ;  the 
guests  pleased,  stimulated,  ha[)py,  and  giving  hapjnness  ;  every 
comfort,  convenience,  and  entertainment  that  money  and  gen- 
erosity and  native  elegance  (»,ould  supply  —  all,  hosts  and 
guests,  at  their  test  in  mind,  body,  and  estate. 

And  the  next  January  James  and  Margaret  were  married ; 
but  when  he  bought  the  engagement  ring.  Mistress  Peggy 
used  to  tell  her  grandchildren,  the  French  jeweller,  Pierre 
Lorette,  asked  him  what  initials  were  to  be  engraved  on  it. 
"  Oh,  your  own,"  replied  the  light-hearted  lover.  "  And  I  was 
so  vexed ! "  laughed  the  grandmother.  For  "  Peggy  "  was  just 
entering  one  of  its  periodical  obscurations  as  a  fashionable 
appellative,  and  its  owner  aspired  to  tluj  dignity  of  "  Mar- 
garet,"—  but  she  wore  the  ring  on  her  faithful  hand  to  her 
life's  end. 

Margaret  Lyon  brought  to  the  family  not  only  her  win- 
ning personality  and  her  Blaine  inheritance,  but  the  strengtli 
of  another  stock.  When  Ephraim  Blaine  went  his  way  from  his 
father's  house  to  wealth,  credit,  and  renown,  his  sister  Eleanor 
went  her  way  and  found  them  all  in  Samuel  Lyon,  who  had 
also  come  over  from  that  fruitful  north  of  Ireland,  with  his 
father  John  Lyon  and  his  mother  Margaret  Armstrong.  Now 
the  father,  John,  was  a  strong,  true  man,  and  having  chosen  for 
himself  two  hundred  seventy-three  acres  and  sixty-three  perches 
of  fine,  fertile,  romantic  country,  besides  the  proprietary  grant 
to  John  Lyon  et  aL^  of  twenty  acres  of  land  for  the  use  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Tuscarora,  he  worshipped  God,  and 
there  he  lies  buried.      But  Margaret  Armstrong,  whom  he 
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took  to  wife  in  Ireland,  has  come  down  to  us  through  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  all  a-sparkle  with  brilliant  in- 
tellect, with  wise  and  wide  intelligence;  fit  to  adorn  any 
society,  but  better  employed  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  Stat«;  — 
sister  of  that  Homeric  hero  who  never  found  his  Homer, 
John  Armstrong,  the  fearless  warrior  who,  with  two  hundred 
and  eighty  farmer-soldiers,  marched  two  hundred  miles  up  the 
west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  aci'oss  an  ambushed  moun- 
tain wilderness,  to  the  great  encam[iment  of  the  Indians  at 
the  Great  island,  quietly  surrounded  them  in  their  midnight 
revelry'  in  that  stronghold  of  Kittanning,  at  daybreak  fell  upon 
them,  —  and  Pennsylvania  had  rest  from  slaughter  for  a  while. 

In  1758  Colonel  Armstrong  and  Colonel  Washington,  march- 
ing ahead  with  the  Provincials  under  Colonel  Bouquet,  in 
General  Forbes's  expedition  against  Fort  Duquesne,  formed  an 
acquaintance  which  ripened  into  a  warm  personal  friendship. 
When  the  French,  taking  alarm,  fired  their  fort  and  fied,  it  was 
Colonel  Armstrong's  own  hand  which  raised  the  British  flag 
over  the  ruins  of  Fort  Duquesne,  and  it  became  Pittsburg. 

In  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  brigadier  and  major-general, 
he  took  as  active  a  part,  and  fought  the  battle  of  the 
Brandywine  as  earnestly  as  that  of  Kittimaing.  Wlieu,  in 
1779,  Col.  Stephen  Bayard  wished  u»  name  tliu  fort  he  had  built 
at  Kittanning  for  Colonel  Brodhead  —  or  himself,  that  sturdy 
soldier  disdained  the  compliment,  and  disdained  to  return  it  to 
Colonel  Bayard,  He  replied  frankly,  not  to  say  bluntly,  "I 
think  it  a  compliment  due  to  Genenil  Armstrong  to  call  that 
fort  after  him;  therefore,  it  is  my  pleasure  from  this  time  for- 
ward it  be  called  Fort  Armstrong,  and  I  doubt  not  we  shall 
soon  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  place  where  greater  regard  is 
paid  to  saints  than  at  Kittanning,  where  your  sainthood  may 
not  be  forgotten."  And  this  answer  not  being  considered  final, 
he  wrote  again  nine  days  after :  "  I  have  said  that  I  thought  it 
a  compliment  due  to  General  Armstrong  to  name  the  fort  now 
erecting  at  Kittanning  after  him  :  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
have  the  tirat  fort  erected  by  my  direction  in  the  department 
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but  some  regard  to  priority  must  be  necessary  even  among 
saints."  The  fort  has  sunk  into  the  past,  but  grateful  Penn- 
sylvania erected  a  monument  more  durable  than  brass  to  the 
hero  of  Kittanning ;  for  she  not  only  presented  him  with  a 
piece  of  plate  and  a  silver  medal,  but  gave  the  name  of 
Armstrong  to  the  county  which  included  the  battlefield. 

A  year  after  this  more  than  Homeric  hero  had  led  his  host 
to  Kittanning  he  was  writing,  "  To-morrow  we  begin  to  haul 
stones  for  the  building  of  a  meeting-house  on  the  north  side  of 
the  square."  When  the  Indians  had  been  subdued  and  the 
stone  church  reared,  the  next  project  of  these  lofty  State- 
builders  was  a  college,  and  Dickinson  College  arose ;  the 
witness  on  the  spot  is  that  "  nothing  of  that  kind  could  have 
gone  forward  at  this  period  without  the  ardent  sympathy  and 
cooperation,  if  not  the  controlling  influence,  of  Gen.  John 
Armstrong."  His  education,  his  wealth,  his  political  and 
social  position  made  him  the  first  man  to  be  consulted,  and  gave 
his  opinions  the  highest  influence  in  all  questions  of  general 
interest  in  Church  or  State. 

It  was  natural  that  such  a  man  should  work  out  the  Pauline 
faith,  and  think  him  worse  than  an  infidel  who  provideth  not 
for  his  own  house.  With  the  aid  of  his  nephews,  Margaret 
Armstrong's  sons,  and  by  order  of  the  Proprietaries,  he  had 
laid  out  the  town  of  Carlisle,  and  marked  the  corner  lots 
that  Ephraim  Blaine  afterwards  bought.  As  fast  as  his 
nephews  became  available  he  availed  himself  of  them  and 
swept  them  into  places  of  honor  and  profit  and  hard  labor  — 
surveyors,  justices  of  the  peace,  assessors,  holders  of  all  the 
honorable  offices  through  which  a  free  people  governs  itself. 
And  when  he  could  command  no  more  offices  he  created  new 
ones,  all  tending  to  the  grace  and  glory  of  the  blossoming 
wilderness.  Like  himself,  mighty  men  of  war  these  boys 
became,  fighting  the  foe  wherever  he  appeared,  Indian  or 
Quaker  or  British,  or  even  their  own  too  liberty-loving  Scotch- 
Irish,  if  it  came  to  revolt  against  the  established  order;  for 
though  they  loved  liberty,  it   was  liberty  under  law. 

Samuel  Lyon,  father  of  Margaret  Lyon,  son  of  Margaret  Arm- 
strong, settled  on  land  adjoining  his  father's,  and  presently 
inherited  one-half  his  father's  farm.     In  addition  to  his  state 
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and  town  offices  he  was,  in  1780,  made  conimisaary  general 
of  purchases  for  the  Revolutionary  army,  doubtless  through 
the  representations  of  his  brother-in-law ;  for  nepotism  in  that 
serious  time  seems  to  Iiave  been  the  guide-post  to  appoint- 
ment and  promotion,  men  taking  for  vitally  important  work 
the  men  they  knew  best.  Establishing  himself  in  Carlisle,  he 
was  brought  into  close  official  relations  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  until  in  due  time  the  family  tie  was  further  established 
by  the  union  of  Margaret  Lyon  with  James  Hlaine. 

In  less  than  one  month  after  his  son's  second  marriage,  Feb. 
S,  1795,  Colonel  Blaine  lost  the  wife  of  his  youth  —  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  the  Galbraiths.  A  second  month,  and  the  bride's 
great-uncle,  John  Armstrong,  "eminently  distinguished  for 
patriotism,  valor,  and  piety,"  joined  her  in  the  unseen  world; 
the  stern  and  strenuous  life,  the  sweet  and  cherishing  life, 
going  out  alike  in  the  odor  -  of  sanctity.  The  last  years  of 
the  mother  had  been  spent  in  comparative  seclusion,  on  account 
of  illness  and  increasing  infirmities  which  banished  her  from 
the  activities  of  society,  and  from  all  but  the  ministrations  of 
the  family.  The  liousehold  niece,  Mai^ret,  could  no  longer 
make  her  uncle  her  first  thought,  because  her  cousin  had  appro- 
priated it.  It  is  not  then  strange  th»t  the  lieautiful  young 
widow,  with  whom  Colonel  Blfiinc  had  been  thrown  into  pecul- 
iarly close  and  juithetic  relations  four  yesirs  before,  should 
come  into  his  mind  and  into  his  heart.  He  v/as  Hfty-six  years 
old  and  .she  was  thirty-eight  —  no  forbidding  disjiarity  where 
the  man  was  courtly  and  comnninding,  rich  and  distinguished, 
handsome  and  cultiviited,  in  the  prime  of  a  successful  life, 
enlarged  and  softened  by  exi)erience,  in  charity  with  all  the 
world,  a  man  of  quick  a.s  well  as  wide  views,  of  prompt 
decision,  unflinching  resolution,  successful  execution,  eminent 
unselfishness,  sought  by  the  humblest,  valued  by  the  highest. 

Some  years  Iwfore.  Colonel  Bhilne,  among  other  transactions, 
had  bought  a  lot  of  hind  on  the  west  side  of  North  Hanover 
street,  on  the  public  square  at  Carlisle,  not  far  from  his  own 
houses,  which  were  on  the  east  side  of  South  Hanover  street, 
just  south   of  the  public  square.     Ow    this   lot   he   built  two 
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brick,  whose  date  indicates  that  its  destination  was  to  these 
houses.  Their  fine  and  stately  architecture  is  still  a  pleasure 
to  the  eye  and  a  repose  to  the  soul.  No  modern  Eastlake  sen- 
timent can  di-aw  more  heavily  on  *'  sincerity  "  than  these  doors, 
with  their  massive  colonial  bulk,  their  hinges  reaching  nearly 
across  the  door,  and  showing  to  the  most  careless  their  easy 
ability  to  sustain  the  swing.  The  arched  windows,  the  ornate 
yet  elegant  mantels,  the  ample  and  cheerful  rooms,  are  given 
over  to  business,  but  speak  yet  of  the  home  courtesies  and  com- 
forts of  the  past.  These  houses,  complete  in  every  detail,  the 
loving  father —  wise  man  —  conveyed  to  his  proud  and  devoted 
sons,  Sept.  18,  1797;  to  James  Blaine  the  one  on  the  south- 
erly part  of  the  lot,  together  with  three  hundred  acres  of  land ; 
to  Robert  Blaine  the  one  on  the  northerly  lot,  together  with  the 
Cave  mill  and  farm  of  two  hundi*ed  and  fifty  acres,  and  four 
hundred  acres  of  mountain  land. 

Two  days  afterwards,  September  20,  he  married  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth Postlethwaite  Duncan,  the  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Rose, 
a  distinguished  Irish  barrister  from  Dublin  who  had  died  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  widow  of  him  who  had  fallen  in  the  fatuous 
duel ;  and  thus  he  gained  for  the  solitude  of  a  saddened  hearth 
seven  years'  companionship  with  a  woman  whose  Irish  wit  and 
beauty,  whose  elegance  and  social  accomplishments  brought 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  present  century,  living  witness  of 
the  charm  which  had  been  confessed  by  three  genemtions. 

One  son  was  born  to  them,  whom  they  named  for  his 
father  Ephraim,  and  to  whom  the  happy  father  gave  the  Mid- 
dlesex home  which  he  seems  to  have  loved  best  of  all,  from 
which  he  could  never  stay  long  away,  and  in  which  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  closing  years.  But  liLs  beloved  wife,  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  besides  personal  devises,  was  to  enjoy  the  whole 
estate  at  Middlesex  during  her  life, "  if  she  continues  unmarried" 
(with  ample  provision,  however,  even  if  she  should  not  continue 
unmarried),  paying  out  of  the  same  "all  that  may  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  support  and  education  of  my  son  Ephraim  Blaine 
until  he  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.''  When 
Ephraim  was  twenty-one  he  was  to  enter  into  possession  of 
the  estate,  but  was  to  pay  one-half  the  profits  to  his  mother 
during  her  life  and  widowhood ;  "and  if  my  said  son  Ephraim 
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should  die  before  he  would  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  without  having  lawful  issue  to  inherit  the  same 
estate,  then  I  give  and  devise  to  my  grandson  Ephraim  Blaine 
son  to  my  son  James  Blaine,  all  the  mills  and  water  powers 
erected  un  my  said  estate  at  Middlesex  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  adjoining  to  the  said  mills  to  be  laid  off  at  the 
discretion  of  sncli  of  my  Executors  as  shall  be  void  of  all  in- 
terest in  the  said  diviition  and  the  remainder  of  my  said  lands  at 
Middlesex  I  ^ve  to  my  Grandson  Ephraim  Blaine  son  of  my 
Son  Robert  Blaine ; "  and  after  various  other  and  ample  devises 
to  wife  and  son  Ephraim,  "all  the  residue  of  my  estate  real  and 
personal  1  do  give  and  devise  to  be  equally  divided  between  my 
two  sons  James  and  Robert,  and  I  do  hereliy  appoint  my  two 
sons  James  Blaine  and  Robert  Blaine  and  luy  Friend  David 
Watts  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament."  The 
will  (if  H  just  man  mindful  of  his  obligations  and  acquainted 
with  human  nature. 

The  three  y<mng  Ephraims  were  not  far  apart  in  years  — 
the  nephews  a  little  older  than  the  uucle ;  but  he  was  not 
destined  to  enter  into  his  inheritance.  Of  the  many  ghildren 
who  played  around  the  water-brooks  of  Cave  farm  and  the 
Letort  niill-race,  it  was  the  infant  heir  of  those  broad  lands,  the 
beautiful,  curled  darling  of  his  fathers  old  age,  whose  little  feet 
stumbled  on  the  brink.  Margai'et  Lyon.  Mrs.  James  Blaine, 
was  spending  the  day  at  Middlesex.  The  little  boy,  dre.ssed  in 
his  pretty  white  suit,  with  his  long,  fair  curls  freshly  brushed, 
was  brought  in  to  l>e  duly  adinire<l  and  petted  by  the  guest,  his 
cousin  and  sist«r-in-law.  thi-u  dismissed  to  run  al>out  at  his 
liking.  Shortly  afterwards,  not  hearing  him  at  play,  they 
called  and  sought  him— in  vain.  He  bud  wjindered  down  to 
death  in  the  swift-rushing  mill-race. 

The  father  did  not  long  survive  him,  but  died  in  his  bereaved 
home  on  Fitb.  16,  1804.  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  Ins  age. 

His  beloved  wife.  Sarali  Elizabeth,  was  loath  to  remain  in  the 
house  of  her  I'epeated  sorrow,  and  withdrew  to  Philadelphia. 
where  she  "  t'oiUinufd  uiimiirried,""  leuiling  such  it  life  of  dignity 
listinctiou  us  beseemed  her  l)lnod  jlluI  iiiiiiie,  till,  in  1850, 
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IV. 


JAMES  BLAINE. 

TTIS  father  gone,  the  old  Scotch-Irish  rover  reappeared  in  the 
-■ — ^  son  \vith  renewed  vigor.  The  large  business  in  new, 
rich  lands,  which  to  the  hereditary  Blaine  vision  that  saw  clearly 
into  the  future,  were  big  with  promise,  had  a  tendency  to  keep 
the  land-hunger  ever  alive.  With  all  his  graces  and  amenities, 
James  Blaine  had  a  watchful  outlook  for  business,  and  could 
be  short,  sharp,  and  decisive  upon  occasion.  The  records  of 
the  court  at  April  sessions  in  1798  present  a  true  bill  of 
indictment  against  James  Blaine  for  assault  and  batteiy,  and 
defendant  being  charged  submits  to  the  court  with  protestations 
of  innocence,  wliereupon  the  judgment  of  the  court  is  that  the 
defendant  pay  a  fine  of  four  dollars  towards  the  support  of  the 
government,  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and  stand  committed 
until  this  judgment  be  complied  with.  But  though  the  court 
pronounced  this  stern  decree,  it  is  to  be  noted  in  a  marginal 
"aside"  that  clerk  and  attorney  forgave  their  fees  ;  whence  we 
may  infer  that  the  weight  even  of  the  court  opinion  was  on 
the  side  of  the  defendant,  whose  most  accomplished  kinsman, 
worthily  wearing  and  transmitting  the  family  honor,  affirms 
that  whipping  the  other  fellow  is  often  worth  more  than  four 
dollars,  and  only  hopes  he  was  well  whipped  I 
To  James  Potter,  Esq.,  he  writes : 

Cakusle  12th  April  1802 

By  your  agreement  with  my  Fatlior  you  en^o^e  to  Patent  the  Land  you 
exchange<l  with  hira  in  Woods's  district,  wlien  you  were  called  upon  for 
that  purpose ;  I  now  request  you  will  perform  your  part  of  said  agreement 
as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  :is  f  have  an  opportunity  of  selling  to 
:idvantao:e 

Please  to  answer  this  Letter  V)y  some  one  of  your  Gentlemen  &  oblige 

Sir 

Yours  &c 

Blaink 

for 

Kph.  Blaine, 
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As  itn  executor  of  \\ia  father's  esUte  he  writes  from  Carlisle 
ill  1804: 

I  am  much  surprised  that  1  have  Dot  heard  from  you  rcspectF.  tha 
PalenI  fi>i-  ihe  tmct  in  Armstrong  County.  You  certainly  ought  to  hare 
procui'eil  U  Tor  ua  before  this.  Aly  Father  left  my  Brother  Sl  me  Kxeuutor^, 
I  now  wrihj  aa  siich  and  must  urge  you  to  titke  out  Ihe  Duod  and  transmit 
It  to  us  between  first  of  May  next  as  by  that  lime  wo  mean  to  proceed  to 
that  Country  &  make  sale  of  nome  of  our  Lands. 

At  the  fii-st  and  second  session  of  the  Nintli  Congress  (1805) 
James  and  Uobert  Btaiiie,  exetiutoi-»  of  their  father's  estate, 
pi'esented  a  petition  for  com{)eiisation  for  Kevolutioiiary  services 
in  the  Commissary  Department;  but  I  find  no  record  and  no 
tradition  that  such  petition  was  ever  granted. 

From  time  to  time  they  kept  alive  before  an  unheeding 
Congress  the  indebtedness  of  the  country  to  tlieir  father,  for 
services  rendered  and  money  advanced. 

So  late  as  1818  the  journal  of  Congress  calmly  records  that 
"  Mr.  Baldwin  also  presented  a  petition  of  James  and  Robert 
Blaine,  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  their  father, 
Ephraim  Blaine,  deceased,  a  deputy  commissary  general  and 
connuissary  general  of  purchases  in  the  Revolutionary  array, 
praying  compensation  for  the  services  of  their  said  father,  and 
for  a  reimbursement  of  tlie  moneys  advanced  by  him  for  the 
purchase  of  varions  supplies  for  the  said  army ; "  but  I  find  no 
record  tliat  Mr.  Baldwin  got  any  reply  to  his  petition. 

Boys  and  girls  grew  up  around  them,  and  the  two  homes 
were  filled  with  young  life.  It  is  pleasant  to  remember  that 
when  a  littk-  (laughter  was  laid  in  Margaret's  arms,  the  divinity 
in  her  reme inhered  that  oilier  young  mother  lying  out  in  the 
churchyard  with  her  dead  child  on  lier  heart,  whom  the  young 
father  had  nevi-r  seen,  and  she  gave  to  her  own  warm  living 
Udiy  the  dead  niolher's  name,  Jane  Iloge.  "  IIow  did  you  like 
to  call  her  that '! "  used  lier  grandchildren  to  ask,  with  infantile 
Tiiercilcssness.  "I  ilicl  not  care,  iny  dear,"  was  the  reply  of 
■>;eiitlene.ss  from   wliifh  experience  liiid  banished  all  ])ain. 

An  infant  cliild  wlio  lived  barely  long  cnougli  to  receive  the 
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prattled  another  grandchild.  ^^  Oh  !  my  dear,  we  knew  he  wovld 
not  live  !  "  In  the  hour  of  sudden  grief  and  danger  and  pain, 
his  was  the  first  name  they  thought  of,  whose  renown  was 
not  then  a  cold  and  remote  splendor  but  a  living  household 
fame. 

Ephraim,  named  for  his  grandfather,  with  his  mother's  Lyon 
name  incorporated,  bright,  handsome,  debonair,  was  early  sent 
to  school  and  college  —  which  was  then  probably  hardly  more 
than  a  school,  but  in  its  moderate  and  modest  bills  was  a  full- 
fledged  college. 

IS**-.  August  1807 

Rec' :  from  James  Blaine  eight  dollai*s  being  the  tuition  due  to  Wash- 
ington College  up  to  the  first  day  of  this  month  for  Ephraim  Blaine  — 
D:8:00 

Pahkeh  Campbell 

Treas'.  W.  C. 

At  one  time  there  were  four  Ephraim  Blaines  in  Washington 
College.  Their  distinguishing  sobriquets  were  "  big  Eph,*' 
"little  Eph,"  "red  Eph,"  "devil  Eph,"  and  "gentleman 
Eph,"  scattered  somewhat  promiscuously  among  the  group. 
The  big  and  devil  Eph  seem  mostly  to  have  been  confined  to 
the  son  of  James,  and  little  Eph  and  gentleman  Eph  to  the 
son  of  Robert.  That  these  sobriquets  were  not  distributed 
from  mere  caprice  may  be  inferred  from  many  anecdotes  still 
current,  perhaps  the  earliest  being  that  when  devil  Eph's  mamma 
called  attention  one  day  to  the  swift  ruin  attending  his  trousers' 
knees  the  very  young  gentleman  retorted,  "  That  is  because  Dr. 
Brown  [the  President]  keeps  us  at  prayers  so  much." 

Leaving  college,  Ephraim  Lyon  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Mr.  Watts,  son  of  David  Watts,  an  intimate  friend  of  his 
father,  and  father  of  H.  M.  Watts,  late  District  Attorney  of  the 
United  States,  and  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  Austria  in  1868,  who  presently  became  an  intimate 
friend  of  Ephraim's  son.  Ephraim  also,  like  his  father,  was  sent 
to  travel  in  Europe,  as  a  matter  of  mental  and  social  finishing. 
But  there  is  no  tradition  that  he  or  his  father  ever  visited  the 
land  from  which  they  came — that  north  of  Ireland,  that  Lon- 
donderry and  Donegal,  which  had  done  so  much  more  for  them 
than  all  the  splendors  of  the  cfrand  tour.     Mr.  Watts  had  the 
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pleasure  of  seeing  his  pupil  admitted  to  the  l»r  before  he 
removed  from  Carlisle  ;  and  the  younger  Watts,  who  as  a  boy 
knew  him  well  in  Carlisle,  renewed  the  acquaiatance  aft«r  his 
removal  to  Pittsburg  to  practise  law. 

All  the  going  bacik  and  forth,  the  inspection,  survey,  ex- 
change of  land»,  and  the  other  traffic,  only  increased  the  rest- 
lessness of  these  land-lovers;  and  presently  they  left  —  never 
to  return  —  the  heritage  of  Middlesex,  their  beautiful  finished 
Carlisle  home,  and  all  the  fair  hill-country  round  about,  the 
waterbrooks  of  the  Clonodoguiuet  and  the  Letort,  just  vm  their 
forebears  had  left  Donegal  run  and  the  Chicquesalunga,  —  and 
pitched  their  tents  on  Muddy  creek  in  Greene  county,  in  what 
was  then  the  far  West ;  but  Margaret  found  it  too  far  and 
lonely,  and  even  James  missed  his  good  Carlisle  society.  So 
back  they  fared  to  Brownsville,  wliei-e  he  owned  lands  in  and 
about  the  town,  thence  to  Sewickley.  an  outgiost  of  Pittsbui^f, 
on  the  Ohio  river. 

In  his  various  wanderings  he  tarried  long  enough  to  acquire 
local  interest  and  influence,  and  everywhere  be  carried  on  his 
mercantile  business  in  connection  with  his  investments  and  other 
transactions  in  land.  In  Brownsville  he  was  commissioned  as 
ju.Uice  of  the  peace,  and  eiitcix-d  into  the  social  and  business 
life  of  the  place  witli  zeal  and  sympathy.  Indeed,  all  the 
Blaines  seem  to  have  considered  .ill  Pennsylvania  a^  their 
natnral  home  .ind  heritage,  and  wherever  .lames  Blaine  went 
he  could  feel  thai  the  feet  of  hL-*  fatlier  had  trothlen  the  path 
l)efore  him.  and  all  the  landed  property  liad  been  his  father's 
choice,  prevision,  and  judgment  jus  well,  (iordun,  one  of  the 
earliest  travfllei-s,  braved  the  contempt  uf  the  Old  World  by 
testifyinf^  thai  "This  conulrv  may,  from  a  proper  knowledge, 
be  attirmed  to  be  the  most  liealtliy.  the  most  pleasant,  the 
most  i-ommodions,  and  the  ini>sl  fertile  spot  of  earth  known 
to  European  j>eople." 

At  Sewii'kley,  not  ill  chosen  for  l)eauty  or  for  business, 
.lames  Blaine  established  himself  in  a  comfortable  and  even 
imposing  house,  wiili  tiic  river  that  seeme<l  necessary  tt> 
Blaine   contentment,   and   the   plateau   commanding  a  lovely 
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fought  a  fierce  battle  between  French  and  Indians,  and  after 
the  fight  buried  braves  and  valuables.  This  mound  has  never 
been  disturbed,  and  the  ghosts  of  the  fallen  wander  at  will, 
harming  nobody. 

Here  lived  and  prospered  James  Blaine,  and  here  his  son 
Ephraim  Lyon  brought  his  bride.  A  letter  of  1820,  from  one 
of  their  friends,  says  playfully,  if  somewhat  incoherently, 
**  The  Duke  of  Sewickley,  late  Middlesex,  it  is  said,  will  take 
a  wife  from  the  backwoods,  and  has  selected  Maria  Gillespie 
as  the  object." 

Maria  Gillespie,  thus  summoned  from  the  '"backwoods"* to 
the  suburbs  of  lofty  Pittsburg,  was  from  the  same  radiating 
north  of  Ireland,  but  of  another  elan  and  religion.  Neal  Gil- 
lespie, senior,  according  to  family  tradition,  came  from  Scotland 
to  Donegal  county,  barony  of  Inisowen,  Ireland,  famous  for  its 
whiskey-smuggling.  There  he  made  a  runaway  match  with 
Eleanor  Dougherty,  was  mamed  by  some  wandering  priest, 
and  came  immediately  to  this  I'ountry.  Under  the  penal  laws, 
unless  it  were  by  a  registered  priest  the  marriage  was  counted 
invjilid.  To  ensure  the  legality  of  the  tie,  and  prevent  question 
of  the  legitimacy  of  their  children,  a  subsequent  marriage  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  a  Protestant  Episcopal  rector  in  this 
country,  in  lieu  of  a  priest  willing  to  assume  the  risk  of  such 
a  service.  Neal  Gillespie  was  a  man  distinguished  for  force 
of  character,  for  penetration  and  executive  power.  He  saw 
the  possibilities  of  the  West,  and,  leaving  wife  and  children 
behind  him,  went  out  and  selected  a  location  full  of  promise 
and  richer  in  fulfilment. 

During  the  middle  of  the  last  century  a  friendly  Indian, 
named  William  Peters,  yet  more  generally  known  :i8  "'  Indian 
Peter,"  lived  on  lands  in  the  Y(Kighiogheny  valley,  adjoining  a 
German,  with  whom  he  could  not  agree.  Thereupon  Indian 
Peter  wrote  the  Proprietaries'  agent,  saying  that  he  could  not 

get  along  with  the  "  d d  Dutchman,"  and  wished  to  give  up 

his  land  for  another  tract.  His  request  was  promptly  complied 
with.  On  the  5th  day  i>f  April,  17G9,  but  two  days  after  the 
land-office  was  opened,  a  warrant  was  granted  him  for  a  tract 
containing  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  situated  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Monongahela  river.     This  land  was  surveyed 
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Oct.  7,  1769,  by  Jamea  Hendricks,  Deputy  Surveyor-general, 
who  gave  it  the  name  of  "Indian  Hill." 

Indian   Peter  at  once  left  hia  "  d d  Dutchman  "  and 

took  up  his  abode  on  Indian  hiU.  On  the  :22d  day  of  February, 
1775,  the  Virginia  court  licensed  Michael  Cresap  "  to  keep  a 
ferry  over  the  Monongaliela  from  his  house  at  Redstone  Old 
Fort  to  the  land  of  Indian  Peter." 

On  this  ferry  Neal  Gillespie,  pushing  westward,  fixed  his 
eyes,  and  on  Indian  Peter's  hill  he  laid  his  hand.  Washington 
county  was  i-apidly  filling  up,  and  Redstone  Old  Fort  was 
becoming  a  business  centre,  by  land  and  water.  The  first 
flatboat  that  ever  descended  the  Mississippi  went  from  Red- 
stone Old  Fort  in  1782.  The  tide  of  emigration  from  East  to 
West  broke  at  Brownsville.  After  long  and  toilsome  journeys 
over  mountain  roads  and  by  Indian  trails  the  emigrant  could 
embark  peacefully  on  Kentucky  or  New  Orleans  boats,  and 
float  pleasantly  towards  the  desired  haven  ;  or  if  his  destina- 
tion w^s  nearer  at  hand,  he  crossed  the  ferry  and  made  his 
way  to  the  delectable  mountains  of  Washington  and  Greene. 

Indian  Peter  was  gone,  but  Marey  Petters  and  William 
Pettem  remained,  and  they  did  "  bargain  and  seal  to  said  Neal 
Gillespie  the  Tract  of  land  which  we  now  poses  and  all  the 
tenements  and  boundries  of  said  Land  at  forty  live  Shillings  pr. 
Acker  the  tearm  of  Peaments  the  15th  of  next  Oettiber  fower 
hundred  Pounds  to  be  Paid  in  money  or  moneys  worth  for  this 
Peament  two  ton  of  Iron  at  teen  pence  Pr  pound  and  one 
Negro  at  Preasment  of  two  men,  one  hundred  pound  more  to 
be  pead  at  the  same  time  of  this  Preasment  or  Klse  to  Draw 
Jn  Trust  for  one  Year,  the  Reniuinder  of  the  Purchea  money  to 
be  Pead  in  two  Peament;*  — First  in  the  [year]  1786,  the  Next 
the  year  1788,  Each  of  these  Peament*  to  be  mead  in  October 
15th  the  above  Bound  marey  Pettei-s  and  William  Petters  asserts 
to  nieak  the  said  Neal  Gtllesi»ee  a  jiroper  Right  for  said  land  for 
which  we  have  seat  our  hands  and  Seals," 

Signed  with  the  mark  of  Marey  Petters  and  William  Petters, 
and  in  consideration  of  tlie  sum  of  i:56  15s.  9d.  w.ts  granted  by 
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to  be  delivered  at  the  Pit's  mouth  clear  of  all  charges,  whereof 
the  Hon.  Charles  Biddle,  Vice-President  of  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  hath  hereto  set  his  hand  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
Jan.  31,  1787,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eleventh." 

Thus  Neal  Gillespie  obtained  full  title  and  control  of  Indian 
hill  and  of  the  ferry  on  the  great  thoroughfare  from  Cumber- 
land to  Wheeling,  —  a  route  as  important  in  that  day  as  the 
great  Pennsylvania  system  of  railroads  in  the  present;  and 
there  he  built  up  a  fortune  with  strong  hand,  and  there  he 
brought  his  family  and  lived  "  in  his  palace  "  on  Indian  hill ; 
and  when  his  wife  Eleanor  died  he  buried  her  beside  his 
"  palace,'*  and  married  Anna  Brown,  the  sister  of  Thomas  and 
Basil  Brown,  the  founders  of  Brownsville.  His  son  Neal 
succeeded  to  the  business  and  the  estate ;  and,  possessing  the 
energy  and  the  force  of  his  father,  added  to  both  business  and 
wealth  through  the  rapid  growth  of  the  country. 

The  other  son,  John,  was  equally  vigorous  and  brilliant. 
Both  had  the  true  rollicking  Irish  temperament,  and  were 
impetuous,  impatient,  outspoken.  This  temperament,  in  John 
especially,  sometimes  burst  forth  in  a  way  that  astonished  even 
the  sti*ong,  racy  individualities  that  surrounded  him ;  as  when 
once,  conducting  a  lawsuit  in  court,  across  the  river  at 
Brownsville,  it  suddenly  dawned  upon  him  that  he  was  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  case.  The  evidence  was  not  turning  out 
satisfactory.  He  instantly  rose  in  his  wrath,  kicked  over  the 
table,  spilling  ink  and  scattering  books  and  papers  in  all  direc- 
tions, picked  up  his  hat,  strode  from  the  courtroom,  and  never 
touched  the  case  again. 

Susan,  a  daughter,  married  Pliilemon  Beecher,  an  able 
and  distinguished  lawyer,  long  a  member  of  Congress  from 
Lancaster,  Ohio,  and  became  a  strong  Scriptural  Presbyterian. 
Another  sister,  Eleanor,  married  Hugh  Boyle,  also  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio. 

Young  Neal  Gillespie  led  a  busy  life,  always  taking  heed  to 
mingle  pleasure  with  business.  Every  year  he  loaded  his 
ilatboats  with  all  the  corn  and  wheat  and  other  produce  he 
could,  raise  or  buy  in  the  region  round  about,  and  sent  it  down 
to  New  Orleans,  while  he  and  his  brother  went  by  land,  —  by 
stage  or  horseback,  —  at  least  part  of  the  way,  through  all  the 
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cousinable  and  otherwise  social  part  of  the  route.  Coming  back 
with  his  pocket  full  of  money  and  his  mind  free  from  care,  he 
would,  as  a  certain  descendant  said  of  him,  make  the  wilder- 
ness blossom.  The  home  of  his  intellectual  and  religious  sister 
Susan  lay  in  the  way  of  his  journeying,  and  he  never  failed  to 
pay  her  a  visit  of  duty  and  affection.  The  sister  would  wel- 
come her  brother,  but,  having  a  reputation  to  sustain  as  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  of  the  best  society  in 
Ohio,  would  take  the  sisterly  liberty  of  locking  herself  into  her 
own  room,  not  having  the  heart  to  lock  her  brother  out  of  the 
bouse,  while  the  young  lawyers  and  other  rising  young  men  of 
Lancaster  held  high  festival  with  the  brothers  in  her  house, 
or,  if  too  jo^'i^ly  inclined,  adjourned  to  the  Swan  tavern  to  drun 
the  last  drop  of  festivity.  Thus  they  celebrated  the  memory  of 
Inisowen. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Purcell  in  Virginia  was  another  rendexvoos 
of  young  Neal  Gillespie.  '*  Sit  just  there,"  said  a  descendant 
of  Mr.  Purcell  not  long  since,  to  a  descendant  of  Neal  Gillespie, 
whom  he  had  invited  to  dinner;  and  directing  the  old  lion- 
footed  table  to  be  moved  a  little  further  forward,  "  There,  now 
you  are  at  the  very  table  and  in  the  very  place  where  your 
grandfather,  Noal  Gillesjiie,  used  to  sit.  He  would  come  here 
bringing  eighteen  or  twenty  of  the  very  beat  horses  from  Ken- 
tucky. There  were  it  h>t  of  prelty  girls  around,  and  when  he 
came  we  would  have  a  iJiirty,  and  oh  I  bow  he  would  dance  1 " 

Rut  the  prettiest  girl  of  all  to  )iim  was  a  daughter  of  the 
house,  Tamar  Elizabeth  Purcell,  wlu)  beciime  his  wife  and  suc- 
ceeded the  li-ish  Eleanor  and  the  Indian  "Marey"  as  mistress 
of  Indian  hill. 

Of  their  children,  John,  the  eldest,  known  fur  his  fine  Greek 
and  Latin  scholarship,  <lied  before  his  father,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
eight,  leaving  a  daughter,  to  become  Mother  Angela,  the  tirst 
superior  of  the  Sistere  of  The  Holy  ('i-oss  in  America.  William 
Louis  was  educated  for  a  priest,  but  fell  in  love  with  a  girl  and 
resumed  the  world  with  iU  natiiral  cares,  joyy,  and  responsi- 
bilities. Maria  Loui.se,  said  by  lier  adniii-ers  to  have  been  the 
most  beautiful  woman  in  Pennsylvania,  and  who  was  indeed 
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Lyon  bethought  himself  on  the  heights  of  Sewickley,  and  her 
he  went  into  the  "  backwoods "  to  bring.  From  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  at  Pittsburg,  the  Rev.  Father  Maguire  came 
down  to  marry  them,  at  the  old  Indian-hill  farm ;  and  Ephraim 
Blaine  bore  her  home  on  a  characteristic  wedding-journey, 
handling  his  horses  himself,  loving  with  an  ardent  if  not  equal 
love  both  bride  and  steed.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  on 
this  or  a  later  or  an  earlier  journey  that  he  began  to  indoctrinate 
her  into  horsemanship  with  his  daring  feats.  "  Maria,  do  you 
see  those  two  trees  yonder  ?  "  "  Oh  !  my  dear,  don't  —  don't  try 
to  go  between  them!"  cried  her  prophetic  soul.  "Oh,  no 
danger  !  "  And'  away  they  would  whirl  and  never  hit  a  tree ! 
"  I  don't  know  how  many  years,"  gasped  the  poor  lady,  with 
smiling,  pathetic  pride,  "  I  was  in  terror  of  my  life  when 
your  father  asked  me  to  drive." 

But  they  reached  Sewickley  in  safety  and  shared  also  the 
social  and  business  life  of  Pittsburg. 

There  children  were  born  to  them,  and  there,  alas  I  they  died. 
The  first  little  boy  bore  the  name  of  his  grandfather  and  his 
great-great-grandfather  scarce  one  swift  year,  and  then  was 
laid  in  the  old  Roman  Catholic  burying-ground  at  Pittsburg. 
Twenty-one,  twenty-three,  twenty-five,  twenty-seven,  through 
the  decade  of  1820,  came  little  Blaines  in  regular  succession, 
and  the  declining  health  of  the  Brownsville  father  drew  the 
mother  to  her  old  home  on  the  Monongahela.  The  Sewickley 
father  also  was  falling  into  decline.  The  same  year  that 
brought  him  a  daughter-in-law  had  taken  away  from  him  a 
daughter — Eleanor,  by  her  marriage  witli  John  Hoge  Ewing. 

When  David  Hoge  delivered  up  his  sheriff's  staff  to  Ephraim 
Blaine  in  Cumberland  county  in  1771,  he  went  straightway 
West  and  bought  up  a  large  portion  of  the  Chartiers  valley, 
and  upon  it  he  laid  out  the  town  of  Washington  to  be  the 
capital  of  the  new  Washington  county.  In  the  log  house  of 
David  Hoge  the  first  court  of  the  county  was  held,  Oct.  2, 1781. 
Having  thus  secured  the  capital,  he  followed  up  his  advantage 
by  giving  four  lots  for  a  courthouse  and  prison,  two  lots  to  His 
Excellency  George  Washington,  who  dearly  loved  land,  and  who 
especially  had  an  abiding  faith  in  corner  lots,  and  who  accepted 
them  without  a  qnalm  of  bribery.      Seventy  or  eighty  acres 
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wise  David  Hoge  laid  aside  for  a  common,  and  then  speedily 
sold  the  whole  enterprise  to  bis  sons  John  and  William,  who 
took  up  residence  there,  while  he  preserved  for  himself  his 
own  homestead  in  Cumberland  county. 

The  son  William  married  Isabella  Lyon,  Margaret's  sister, 
which  may  have  made  it  easier  for  her  to  call  her  owu  little 
daughter  for  Jane  Hoge,  who  had  been  William's  sister.  It 
had  also  established  a  special  personal  interest  and  family 
centre  for  the  Blain&s  in  Washington.  William  Hoge  was 
elected  and  reelected  member  of  Congress,  and  was  afterwards 
made  associate  judge.  After  his  death,  his  wife  married  Alex- 
ander Reed,  from  Donegal,  son  of  Robert  Reed,  who  was  called 
to  Ireland  from  Scotland  to  preach  against  the  Arian  heresy,  and 
preached  it  so  successfully  that  his  church  at  one  time  had 
one  thousand  communicants,  and  his  children  and  great-grand- 
children became  sole  occupants  of  ite  pulpit  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years.  His  first  wife  had  been  daughter  of  that  Colin 
McFarquhar  who  preached  in  Donegal  chui-ch  for  thirty  years, 
and  who  had  been  fain  to  attest  to  his  loving,  but  doubting, 
parish  ion  ers  his  loyalty,  by  going  inside  the  circle  around  The 
Witness  Tree  and  swinging  his  hat  with  a  hurrah  for  the 
Continentiil  cause  I 

Mr.  Reed  was  a  public-spirited  citizen  whom  all  tlie  world 
delighted  to  honor,  and  Isabella's  house  had  thus  been  a  pleas- 
ant and  wholesome  home  to  her  kinsfolk,  and  there  her  young 
niece,  Eleanor,  had  met  iin  extremely  clever  and  promising 
young  man,  by  the  name  of  Ewing.  His  father,  coming  down 
from  that  inexhaustible  Scotch-Iri.sh  hive  through  York,  had 
received  his  education  under  the  direction  of  his  kinsman.  Dr. 
John  Ewing,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Philar 
delphia,  and  provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
had  served  his  country  on  weighty  public  and  political  commis- 
sions, and  braver  still,  had  breasted  Dr.  Johnson  with  the  soft 
answer  that  not  only  turned  away  his  wrath,  but  turned  it 
into  complacency  for  the  ignorant  Americans  who  "never  read 
anything."  "We  have  all  read  'The  Rambler,'  sir,"  returned  — 
it  is  so  bland  one  cannot  say  retorted  —  the  suave  Ewing.     An 


lilOGRAPUY    OF   JAMES    G.    BLAINE.  69 

the  college,  John  Hoge  took  him  into  his  own  family.  After 
his  graduation  the  young  man  remained  in  Washington  study- 
ing aud  practising  law,  practising  the  gospel  also  by  every 
good  word  and  work.  It  was  this  young  man  whom  Eleanor 
Blaine  had  met  on  her  visits  to  her  aunt  Isabella  in  Washing- 
ton. On  the  footing  of  a  cousin,  though  in  fact  no  relation, 
a  classmate  of  her  brother  Ephraim  and  born  the  same  year, 
it  befell  that  one  week  after  Ephraim  Blaine  married  Maria 
Gillespie,  Eleanor  Blaine  married  John  Hoge  Ewing  —  in  her 
Aunt  Isabella's  house,  —  because,  if  married  in  Sewicklev,  the 
way  thence  was  so  rough,  and  the  steamers  so  uncertain,  that 
they  ran  the  risk  of  having  to  take  their  wedding  journey  in  a 
flatboat,  with  all  and  sundry  of  its  inconveniences  and  dis- 
comforts. 

Another  daughter  of  James  Blaine  had  also  married  in  Wash- 
ington,—  the  little  Jane  Hoge,  — whose  husband  was  the  founder 
of  the  first  newspaper  established  in  Wiishington.  Thus  when 
age  was  drawing  on  and  Sewickley  grew  too  remote  from 
kindred  for  the  repose  of  the  evening  of  life,  the  elder  Blaines 
could  but  be  attracted  to  the  place  where  so  many  of  their 
family  had  gathered.  Moreover,  a  house  awaited  them,  not 
too  far  for  neighborhood  or  too  near  for  independence,  to  which 
John  Hoge  Ewing  and  his  wife  Eleanor  besought  and  brought 
her  parents.  Here  James  Blaine  —  a  tall  and  handsome  man 
still,  with  figure  scarcely  bowed  and  only  a  becoming  portli- 
ness, with  head  whitened  by  years  and  bright  eyes  undimmed 
—  came  with  Margaret  Lyon  to  the  society  and  vicinity  of 
their  own  people,  and  there  on  the  green  hillside  that  might 
well  suggest  the  Cave  farm  of  his  youthful  years,  he  passed 
the  serene  evening  of  his  life  among  his  children  and  his 
grandchildren. 

The  Sewickley  homestead  went  to  strangers  —  a  sect  or  com- 
munity called  the  Economites,  who  gladly  bought  the  Blaine 
lands  and  added  thereto.  The  old  Blaine  dwelling-house 
still  stands,  but  was  moved  to  a  different  site  and  used  for 
a  school-house,  though  still  some  personal  belongings  remain 
to  speak  of  the  refined  and  cultured  family  that  once  occu- 
pied it.  The  earth  yields  her  increase  a^  of  old,  and  the 
breezes  sing  as  freshly,  but  the  factories  of  the  Economites 
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are  as  deserted  as  the  drawing-rooms  of  James  Blaine,  and 
the  life  of  the  place  is  garnered  in  the  wine-cellais  where  the 
fifty-year-old  wine  and  the  year-old  cider,  drunk  instead  of 
water,  mock  the  Prohibitionists  with  their  witness  that  the 
Economites  know  no  dniiikeiinesa  ur  [H^cvishuess,  but  are  rich, 
<^haritable,  musical,  and  happy  ! 

It  has  oftftn  been  said  that  if  James  Blaine  and  Ephraim  his 
Hoii  had  kept  this  farm  instead  of  selling  it.  the  heirs  would 
have  l)een  worth  millions.  Yen;  and  if  Ixn-d  Don^al's  prede- 
cessors had  retained  thcii-  property  and  iiiHiiaged  prudently, 
his  income  wouhl  luivo  been  'j'1,250,000,  whereas  his  whole 
Irish  jii-operty  is  4'20'),0O0.  And  as  Jiimcs  Blaine's  grandson 
was  wont  to  quote.  —  what  we  may  adopt,  as  Virgil  did  his 
Homer,  with  variationti.  —  if  Columbus  )tad  sold  the  feather 
in  his  cap  and  put  the  money  out  at  (!om]K)und  interest,  the 
Duke  of  Veragua  would  have  been  richer  than  all  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  which  he  is  holding  out  his  hat ;  but 
imbody  desired  to  pay  interest  uw  Cohimbus's  feather,  and 
(volumbus  needed  the  feather  tn  wear;  and  James  Blaine  and 
his  son  wanted  the  *2o,000  more  than  they  wanted  to  live  in 
Semckley  and  compound  interest  for  tlieir  descendants  — ■  not 
1(1  suggest  that  it  WiLS  better  for  the  descendants  to  compound 
their  own  inlorest.  Sn  there  is  nn  disci-c'lit  to  Ih'  visited  either 
upon  heart  or  head ;  tor  how  ciiuhl  .lames  Blaine  or  Ephraim 
his  son  Hee  tliat  the  I'itlsburg.  Fort  Wayne  it  Chicago  Kailroad 
and  all  the  Panliundle  lines  were  coming  ui-ound  by  Sewickley, 
and  that  the  angel  of  the  bottomless  pit  would  turn  the  key  at 
the  forka  of  tlie  <^hio,  uiid  its  smoke  and  fire  should  be  belched 
through  a  thousand  chimneys  as  the  smoke  of  a  great  furnace, 
and  (he  sun  and  the  air  be  darkened  by  ivason  of  the  smoke  of 
(he  pit? 

S(i  Hpliiaim  and  Maria  went  to  BrownsviUe — first  in  the 
grand  old  house  whii'li  their  father  built,  the  first  stone  house 
erected  west  of  the  Monongahehi;  afterwards  colonizing  in  a 
house  of  their  ()wn  building  close  at  hand.  And  there  on  Sun- 
day, the  31st  of  January.  A.l).  1830.  from  all  the  sturdy 
strength,  the  nncoTKiiierahle   will,  the  joyous  vigor,  the   civic 
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pies,  a  boy  was  born,  whom  for  his  grandfathers  on'the  one  side 
they  named  James,  and  for  his  grandfathers  on  the  other  side 
they  named  Gillespie,  to  whom  it  was  given  to  serve  his 
country  on  the  heights,  and  to  uplift  in  her  name  the  stand- 
ard of  peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to  men  —  James  Gillespie 
Blaine. 


Btre,  but  for  the  one  little  unknown  ^fwmtUy,  th4$  Noffttfl 
would  b«  finithed.  But  for  the  one  fact  of  differentiation,  ths  mt 
ie  accounted  for.  The  menial  toil  from  which  he  eprang  tunw  « 
rich  in  all  the  qualitie§  that  nurture  etatetmen  ;  yet  protff  nm 
not  he  famithed  that,  wUhout  the  mytteriou*  germ  of  geniu*,  « 
the  fruitful  tail  i»  no  more  frmtful  than  the  <md  tanMam 
Therefore  the  queet  goee  on.  Man,  hy  searching,  cannot  find  « 
God,  but  the  teareh  it  the  noblett  effort  and  occupation  of  Atmd 
ity.  We  may  not  *olve  the  myetery  of  the  Divine  germ,  but  ham 
ttudied  itt  habitat  we  may  further  teek  itt  adual  etitnnMMMi 
— what  sun  fed  it,  what  dews  refreiked  it,  of  what  raint  it  drat 
vigor,  what  rocking  winds  nerved  itt  tender  roott  and  tkoott 
tinewy  itret^th  ati4  tteadfastnett,  till  it  brought  forth  bougt 
and  bore  fruit  and  became  a  goodly  cedar. 
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V. 


EARLY  EDUCATION. 

n^HUS  the  new  little  life  placed  itself ;  in  the  open,  hills  climb- 
-■-  ing  to  the  sky,  the  broad  eternal  river,  and  along  and 
across  its  eternal  cuiTent  the  eternal  ebb  and  flow  of  human 
life  and  human  interests;  parental  tenderness  and  parental 
culture  to  cherish  growth ;  a  large  and  varied  family  circle 
to  represent  the  great  human  family  outside. 

It  was  a  happy  life,  and  the  memory  of  it  never  faded  — 
unless  memory  itself  fades  in  the  grave.  Development  was 
healthy,  natural,  simple.  There  was  no  precocity.  The  man*s 
own  theory  of  his  boyhood  was  that  he  was  uncommonly  slow 
and  duU,  so  that  some  of  his  elders  believed  him  deficient.  He 
did  not  learn  to  read  till  he  was  seven  years  old.  He  lived  out- 
doors with  his  magDificent  playthings,  the  river,  the  woods,  the 
hills,  the  farms;  with  his  sympathetic  and  agile  play-fellows, 
the  birds  and  squirrels  and  horses,  the  farmers  and  the  gardeners. 
All  the  seed  sown,  all  the  harvests  gathered,  all  the  bloom  of 
spring,  all  the  ripening  autumn,  was  his  interest  and  his  sport. 
If  he  learned  no  books,  he  had  the  culture  of  obedience  to 
parental  law,  and  of  intimacy  with  his  father  and  mother. 

He  had  also  the  liberal  education  of  the  National  Road  on 
which  the  Blaine  and  Gillespie  homes  were  located,  and  which 
brought  Brownsville  to  the  forefront  of  the  world,  while  Pitts- 
burg was  considered  and  called  by  Brownsville  '"  the  back  door." 

Washington  had  made  it  his  first  duty  after  his  retirement 
from  the  command  of  the  army  to  arrange  for  easy  communica- 
tion between  East  and  West,  either  by  land  or  water,  and  thus 
make  a  community  of  interests  and  prevent  the  new  nation 
from  &Uing  to  pieces.  The  country  had  had  glory  enough. 
What  it  now  needed  was  stability.  Just  as  Rome  built  her 
Appian   Way,    just  as    Egypt   bordered   the    Nile   with    her 
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Nulioiial  Roads  tn  nil  jmints  whithersoever  the  tide  of  tnnl 
ctiulil  tlow.  M>  Wusliiiigt'di  [ir'ijfrit.-(l  for  the  young  Dation  its 
channels  uf  Ufi-.  As  u  surveyor  uinl  a  .soldier  he  had  marched 
through  the  wildernt-ss.  and  he  knew  where  to  go.  It  ii 
said  that  h«-  first  ihliiU-  thi-  uL-ijuiuiitaiice  of  Albert  Gallatin  sil- 
ting on  a  log  on  the  Mi>iiiing!ihela,  surniunded  by  frontienineD 
talking  about  tht^  liest  mute  fm'  a  new  i-oad.  To  one  of  then 
with  a  foreign  look  who  hail  volunteered  an  opinloD*  George 
W.'uihington  voiiclisaft-d  a  snrjirist-d  gLimv  and  no  reply  till  bt 
liad  completed  liis  examination,  when  he  announced,  "Young 
man,  you  are  right.  Vuur  route  i.s  the  true  one."  The  youDg 
foreigner  eanie  to  l>e  his  secretarv  of  the  treasury  and  ngfat- 
haiid  man,  ADiert  (ialhitin. 

During  his  nd ministrations  and  tlie  ituuceeding  one«  to 
1»11  the  n>ad  was  befuro  ('ongivss,  and  iu  the  summer  of  1830 
it  was  o[>en  (or  tntvel  from  Cumlierland  in  Mari'land.  to  Wheel- 
ing in  Virginia,  uontiguons  on  the  Kast  to  Uraddock'f)  line  of 
march  from  ('nmln-rland  to  i-'ort  Duijuesne.  It  had  cost  the 
government  nearly  v1.70U.ouo,  and  nf  ii  at  the  beginning  of  the 
eentury,  just  iw  truly  as  tif  tlie  Central  and  I'acific  roods  in  Jti 
later  yeais.  might  Kilward  l*ifrre|ionl  say,  "It  mntters  little 
what  the  };<i\ernuieril  a<t\uiieeil  in  liiiild  them.  This  great 
highwHV  is  of  |iri<-.-].-ss  vitliie  lo  llie  uatiun.  Had  it  cost  the 
Federal  irt-;isuiv  u-u  lirin-.  iiiini-  ihau  il  did,  it  were  monev 
well  l.nesle.l."  " 

.\1I  the  e\.i.i-ilalii.n.s  wlii.  li  Ijjid  lieen  rherished  of  the  travel 
and  trade  thnt  would  ],oiir  ihrouifh  il  fell  far  short  of  the 
realit\.  The  stoties  of  iin  irjniies  are  innouierable.  Twenty- 
live  slii<;e-(;oaelie^.  with  evei\  seat  .ii-.-iijiied,  \Mmld  pull  out  at 
the  same  time  fnnii  Wheejiui:  nri  the  wi-st.  from  ( 'umberland on 
the  easl.  Tliin>  siat^es.  folly  l.i;id.-d.  siopiH-d  at  one  hotel  in  a 
single  day;  sixteen  eoaehes.  i;mmioed  with  ]ia&sengers,  in  close 
liroeession  erossed  the  lirid;:e  at  \\'.'sl  Hrownsville,  If  one  is 
111  believe  the  i-eports.  an  iinlimkeii  line  i.f  jiresidents^iiresidents- 
eleci  and  ex-]jresidents.  senators  and  representatives  and  aecre- 
Uiries,  were  passing  ihiimi,'!!  Br.iwuNviile  on  their  way  to  and 
fiinn  Washington  the  greai.     biitle  Washington,  iis  the  county 


BIOGRAPHY    OF   JAMES    G,    BLAINE,  66 

the  great  road  to  come  her  way.  Over  this  road  the  world 
rolled  past  the  Blaiue  house,  and  the  little  ones  became  a 
part  of  it.  There  were  long  lines  of  wagons  going  east  with 
produce  of  the  fields,  going  west  with  the  produce  of  the  mines 
and  manufactories.  There  were  men  on  horseback  and  in  pri- 
vate carriages,  and  foot  passengers  and  four-foot  passengers  innu- 
merable. This  made  an  army  of  men  to  feed  and  lodge,  which 
caused  public  houses  to  spring  up,  one  for  every  two  miles  along 
the  road.  Drovers  with  their  teams  stopped  anywhere  upon 
the  route ;  but  passengers  were  lodged  chiefly  at  the  large 
towns,  like  Brownsville  and  Washington ;  stations  precisely  as 
far  apart  as  were  the  stations  on  Egypt's  national  roads  —  with 
the  difference  only  that  the  Coptic  drivers  rested  their  camels 
by  day  and  the  Pennsylvania  drivers  rested  their  horses  by 
night.  Forty  great  Cones  toga  six-horse  teams,  carrying  from 
five  to  six  tons  each,  would  be  picketed  around  the  yard  and 
on  the  commons  of  a  single  tavern,  and  a  continuous  procession 
of  these  huge  caravansaries  passed  daily  over  the  great  road. 

In  all  this  stirring  world  the  accomplished  father,  still  in  his 
early  prime,  took  an  active  and  leading  part,  and  the  eager 
sympathetic  mind  of  the  boy  was  in  full  touch  with  affairs,  and 
quickened  by  the  contact.  The  Monkey-box  mail  and  the 
Oyster  express  had  as  many  charms  for  a  boy  as  had  the  states- 
men and  merchants,  the  Monroes  and  Jacksons,  the  Polks  and 
Bells  and  Clays,  who  stopped  to  rest.  The  National  Road  was 
turned  over  to  the  State,  but  without  loss  of  importance.  Of 
the  times  and  seasons  of  the  stage  lines,  the  National,  the 
Good  Intent,  the  June  Bug,  and  the  Pioneer,  the  boy  knew  the 
arrivals  and  departures  and  prowess,  as  well  as  the  drivers. 
He  knew  which  drivel's  could  harness  four  horses  in  four 
minutes  and  change  teams  before  the  stage  ceased  rocking,  and 
he  shared  their  ambitions  and  their  successes.  The  drivers' 
orders  were  to  make  time  on  the  ten  or  twelve  mile  relays  even 
if  they  killed  horses,  —  ten  miles  at  full  run  if  they  were  a  little 
behind;  and  if  a  poor  horse  fell  disabled  he  was  unharnessed 
and  dragged  aside.  Even  so  late  as  President  Polk's  day  sucli 
trouble  came,  and  the  President-elect,  on  his  wav  to  his  inau- 
guration,  alighted  and  lent  his  helping  hand  to  the  poor  off 
wheel-horse  that  had  failed.      Henry  Clay,  arriving  from  the 
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South  at  Cincinnati,  and  finding  the  Ohio  riv«r  tnma,  oama 
by  sta^  to  Lancaster ;  thence  the  roads  were  JinpasMhln  till  a 
joong  German  was  indoeed  to  drire  him  to  Wheeling,  woo  by 
the  fifty  dollars  offered,  which  fifty  dollars  became  the  bans  of 
the  largest  tarm  in  the  connty.  In  1841,  driver  Noble  was  drir- 
ing  Heniy  Clay  down  the  hill  at  BrowmriUe  to  the  bridge,  when 
the  wheels  encountered  a  rut  and  Clay  wis  Uirowo  tlm>agh  the 
window  and  left  standing  upon  his  head  in  the  mod,  and  the 
historian  would  bate  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  that  perpen^e- 
ular,  out  of  regard  to  the  proprieties  or  even  neoenitiaa  d 
the  story.  The  Monkey-box  mail  and  other  mails  bronght  to 
the  Blaine  doors  the  eariiest  and  widest  news  of  the  wwhTs 
doings.  One  of  the  lad's  first  literary  recollections  was  of  the 
arrival  of  the  English  illustrated  newspapers,  and  his  &thar 
reading  them  aloud  and  exhibiting  their  [Mcturea  to  snob  as 
gathered  to  listen,  of  family  and  nei^bors.  Thus  be  grew 
fiuidUar  with  much  that  was  interesting  the  people  long  be- 
fore he  could  read  it  himself,  and  as  bis  retentive  memoty 
served  him  for  a  somewhat  intelligent  judgment  he  became 
actively  concerned  for  the  girl-queen  of  England,  and  a  violeDt 
Whig  partisan  at  the  early  B/ge  of  seven.  Perhaps  his  first 
lesson  in  French  Histort'  wils  given  him  by  his  hther's  French 
gardener,  who  was  setting  out  strawberry  plants,  and  said  to 
the  little  lad  who  was  watching  him :  '*  That  is  the  way  the 
king's  strawberries  are  set."  "What  king?"  asked  the  boy. 
*'  Louis  Philippe."  And  thus  the  ston'  became  a  personal 
ttssociation. 

His  happy,  careless,  busy  life  at  Indian  hill  continued  till  he 
wa»  nearly  ten  years  of  age  —  varied  by  occasional  attendance  at 
neighboring  schools.  His  tirst  sally  into  the  great  world  was  in 
the  winter  of  1839  —  when,  nothing  loth,  tie  visited  a  houseful  of 
Oillespie-Ewing  cousins  in  Lancaster,  Ohio.  Hugh  Ewing,  who 
was  three  years  his  senior,  and  Thomas,  who  was  about  his  age, 
grandsons  of  Eleanor  Gillespie,  who  had  married  Hugh  Boyle, 
wore  his  must  intimate  friends  and  companions.  They  attended 
a  private  school  on  Wheeling  street  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  kept 
W'illiMM,  l.vnns.  an    !■  nu'lisln.ii.u,  ;,   vun-nT  l>r..flMT  nf  Lord 
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Washington  soon  after  our  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Lyon 
numbered  among  his  accomplishments  portrait-painting,  and, 
after  the  fashion  of  England,  offered  a  prize  to  the  most  merito- 
rious scholar,  which  in  this  case  was  the  portrait  of  the  winner 
painted  by  Mr.  Lyon.  Thomas  was  so  inconsiderate  of  his 
guest  as  to  win  the  prize  from  him,  and  even  rejoice  over  the 
success.  His  cousin  James,  however,  came  in  as  a  handsome 
second.  We  may  afford,  perhaps,  to  turn  aside  long  enough  to 
drop  a  tear  over  the  ignoble  fate  of  the  prize.  The  portrait  was 
hung  in  the  proud  father's  office.  When  the  elder  Mr.  Ewing 
went  to  Washington  to  enter  President  Harrison's  cabinet,  the 
office  was  rented  to  two  dress-makers,  and  they,  heedless  of  its 
high  emprise,  used  the  canvas  for  a  pin-cushion,  to  its  utter  ruin 
as  a  work  of  art. 

When  school  was  over  and  summer  came  on,  the  boys  made 
many  visits  about  the  beautiful  country  surrounding  Lancaster 
—  going  forty  miles  south  to  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ewing's  sister, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Denman,  a  first  cousin  of  Mrs.  Blaine.  Mr. 
Denman  was  a  salt  manufacturer  on  Sunday  creek,  two  miles 
above  its  mouth.  Here  the  boys'  club  was  increased  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  two  Denman  boys,  "  Hamp  "  and  Matthias,  of  about 
the  same  age,  and  the  five  had  "  royal  fun  "  for  several  weeks 
that  summer,  blackberry ing,  swimming  in  the  Hocking  river  and 
Sunday  creek,  building  salt  furnaces  and  boiling  salt,  collecting 
from  the  coal  mines  impressions  of  sigillaria  and  lepidodendra, 
club  mosses  and  tree  ferns,  in  which  the  roofs  of  the  coal  mine 
abounded. 

As  the  visit  in  Lancaster  drew  toward  a  close  in  the  early  fall 
of  1840,  it  was  crowned  with  a  trip  to  Columbus,  thirty  miles 
from  Lancaster.  The  father,  willing  to  do  the  boys  a  pleasure 
and  give  them  a  taste  of  independence,  provided  them  with  his 
carriage  and  horses  and  a  proper  supply  of  money  for  a  holiday 
excursion.  Hugh,  being  the  older  and  more  masterful,  was 
given  the  purse  and  the  reins,  with  implied  general  command. 
It  was  a  fresh,  cool  September  morning  ;  the  country  was  lovely 
and  bountiful  vrith  ripening  harvests,  and  they  set  out  in  high 
glee. 

At  Greencastle,  a  village  eight  miles  from  Lancaster,  they 
drove   bv  a  street-corner  where   the    Democrats  —  the   Loco 
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Focos,  as  they  were  then  called  -~~  had  just  erected  a  pole  with 
the  Van  Buren  and  Jolinaon  Rag  floating  from  it,  its  top  sur- 
mounted by  a  hickory  bush,  or  brush,  sigoifying  that  the 
Democrats  of  the  Old  Hickory  type  would  prove  to  the  Whigs 
the  besom  of  destruction  and  sweep  them  all  away.  This 
aroused  in  the  small  West  Brownsville  politician  a  resentment 
which  his  high  spirits  and  independent  position  at  that  moment 
would  not  allow  him  to  suppress.  Several  "loafers"  were 
standing  by.  As  Hugh  drove  past,  young  Blaine  stood  up,  pat 
his  iinger  to  his  nose,  and  shook  his  hand  in  derision.  At 
this  Hugh  was  greatly  offended.  He  told  Blaine  that  every- 
body knew  that  this  vvils  his  father's  carrif^e,  and  that  they 
were  of  his  family,  and  would  regard  this  conduct  as  peisoiH 
ally  insulting.  The  youngster  was  in  too  high  spiritB  to  be 
snubbed,  and  felt  that  Hugh  was  taking  on  airs  of  superiority 
over  a  free  and  independent  State.  He  stoutly  maintuned  his 
right  to  make  the  unseemly  gesture.  Hugh  said  he  must  not 
do  it  Hgiiin,  or  he  would  get  into  trouble.  *'  I  *eill  do  it  agun. 
I  will  do  it  when  we  come  back."  "  If  you  do,  I  will  put  you 
out  of  the  buggy,"  declureil  the  commander  resolutety;  aud 
they  rode  on  full  of  tight,  but  as  the  danger-point  vanished  in 
the  lengthening  distunce,  full  of  fun. 

They  had  a  letter  of  iiitroductiun  to  Col.  John  Noble,  father 
rff  Hon.  .lohii  W.  Noble,  recently  Mr.  Ewing's  successor  as 
Seci-otary  uf  the  Interior.  Cnlimel  Koble  owned  the  principal 
hiitel  in  Colunilms.  ami  he  iitid  Mr.  Ewing  were  warm  friends. 
They  were  i-unliaily  welcomed  In  (\iliin«l  Noble,  and  informed 
05  to  all  that  a  party  of  boys  would  wish  tu  see  and  do  at 
(he  (.apital.  They  at.-  the  fat  and  drunk  the  sweets.  They 
fished  in  Ahnti  treek,  they  swain  in  the  Scioto  and  under^ 
Went  a  distressing  e\|ierieiu-e  in  having  tlieir  clothing  stolen 
and  hidden  in  the  hushes  while  they  weru  in  swimming,  by  a 
couple  of  young  ruiHans  who  made  great  spurt  of  their  trouble, 
but  who  relented  at  last  and  told  tlieni  where  to  tind  the 
clothes.  They  visited  the  peniteiiliaiy  and  the  asylum,  and 
as  a  special  favor  were  stdmitted  ii>  the  yanl  inclosing  the 
State  eapitcil.  tlioii  Iteing  built  by  convicts. 
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and  after  calculating  as  well  as  they  could  what  their  hotel 
bill  would  be,  found  it  very  plain  that  they  would  have  no 
more  to  spend  for  ice  cream,  ginger  beer,  and  other  luxuries 
so  necessary  to  an  outing.  Wherefore,  they  believed  that  the 
hand  of  prudence  on  the  clock  of  time  pointed  to  the  hour  for 
departure.  Hence,  after  breakfast  one  morning,  Hugh  stepped 
up  to  Colonel  Noble,  who  sat  in  the  shade  in  front  of  his 
hotel,  and  asked  to  have  the  carriage  and  horses  brought.  The 
Colonel  rang  the  stable  bell  and  ordered  the  carriage.  Hugh 
then  —  a  little  shyly,  but  proudly,  as  becomes  a  man  —  asked 
for  the  bill.  "  Oh,  boys,"  was  the  unexpected  answer,  "  I  won't 
charge  you  anything,  not  a  cent."  This  sudden  change  in 
the  situation  nearly  wrought  a  panic.  A  council  of  war  was 
hurriedly  summoned  in  the  corner  of  the  piazza,  and  a  unani- 
mous agreement  was  reached  that  it  would  be  the  height  of 
folly  and  flying  in  the  face  of  Providence  to  go  home  with  all 
that  money  in  their  pockets,  and  they  accordingly  went  back 
to  Colonel  Noble,  thanked  him,  and  said  they  would  stay  a 
while  longer!  This  was  too  much  for  the  polite  Colonel's 
gravity,  and  he  sank  back  in  his  chair  with  unaccountable 
laughter.  "  Here,  John,  take  back  those  horses  —  the  young 
gentlemen  don't  want  them ! "  And  another  week  of  independ- 
ence flew  by,  till  the  money  was  satisfactorily  disposed  of  and 
there  was  no  question  of  further  stay.  They  therefore  bade 
their  genial  and  generous  host  good-by,  and  set  out  for  home. 
They  were  meiTy,  jocose,  and  noisy  till  they  drove  up  a  hill 
and  saw  Greencastle  and  the  hickory  pole  floating  the  Van 
Buren  flag.  Then  old  memories  returned.  An  ominous  silence 
fell  simultaneously  upon  the  trio.  Not  a  word  was  said  till 
they  came  to  the  pole.  The  hickory  brush  stQl  swept  the  sky. 
There  was  no  escape.  Three  hearts  beat  high  with  suspense, 
two  with  resolution.  The  horse's  head  was  on  line  with  the 
pole,  when  a  small  scapegrace  in  a  flash  was  on  his  feet  and  the 
offensive  gesture  was  in  full  swing.  But  in  an  instant  he  was 
off  his  feet,  for  the  equally  resolute  driver  reined  in  his  horse 
so  quickly  that  the  offender  was  nearly  thrown  over  the  dash- 
board. He  did  not  wait  to  be  ordered  out,  but  sprang  lightly 
and  defiantly  from  the  carriage,  jumped  over  a  fence  into  a 
field,  and  struck  out  towanls  Lancaster  \vithout  a  word,  with- 
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out  evtax  so  much  as  looking  back.  Little  Tom,  who  lived  to 
be  the  hiatomn  of  the  occauon,  like  most  hiBtoriuii  vu  not 
in  the  fi^t,  held  indeed  »  divided  spnpathy,  bat  veil  knew 
that  wherever  his  sympathies  might  be,  his  big  brother  wonld 
make  short  work  of  him  if  he  attempted  to  put  in  b  word, 
and  so  wrapped  his  valor  in  discrelioQ  and  silence.  Thef 
watched  the  withdrawing  rebel  a  moment,  till  Hngh  felt 
assured  from  the  direction  taken  that  he  was  making  for  the 
6irm  of  a  near  relative,  Aunt  Gillespie,  widow  of  the  Ivilliaat 
Uncle  John,  whose  house,  though  not  on  the  direct  read, 
was  two  miles  nearer  across  lots  than  Mr.  Ewing's.  Fearii^ 
that  he  might  poison  Aunt  Oillespie's  mind  arriving  thus 
alone  and  footsore,  Hugh,  like  the  wise  general  he  was,  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  Lancaster  road,  and  get  there  first.  So 
tiie  small  villain  was  left  to  his  lonelj  waj,  poor  lamb,  with 
his  load  of  guilt,  for  he  must  have  known  he  was  wholly 
wrong ;  and,  doubtless,  Hugh  was  not  altogether  light-hearted, 
though  knowing  he  was  wholly  right  in  defending  his  father's 
dignity,  —  for  the  courage  of  our  convictions  sometimes  faSHm 

OS. 

Of  course  Hugh  made  the  desired  connection.  They  paid 
their  respects  to  Aunt  Gillespie,  who  bade  them  be  of  good 
cheer,  while  a  bountiful  luncheon  was  prepared  for  boy  and 
beast.  They  bad  eaten  and  were  full,  when,  peering  about  the 
grounds,  they  soon  discerned,  to  their  great  joy,  a  little  figure 
striding  sturdily  across  the  fields' ;  whereupon  the  happy  pfur 
went  out  to  meet  the  prodigal,  and  instantly  and  amicably 
joined  forces,  attended  him  through  hU  belated  luncheon, 
visited  the  cows  and  pigs  and  ducks  and  chickens,  the  young 
mules  and  jackasses  and  calves  and  coltA,  in  unbroken  harmony, 
bade  their  aunt  good-by  vrtih  the  innocence  of  infiincy  and 
clear  conscience,  and  made  safe  port  at  home  in  the  most 
cordial  good-fellowship,  without  any  awkward  reference  to  the 
past,  either  in  conversation  with  Aunt  Gillespie,  with  the  home- 
stayers  or  each  other  \ 

The  next  year  Master  Thomas  returned  the  visit  with  his 
fatlier.  who  w;is  ^fuinguverlh.-  N^iiiniial  I'.nail  t..  U^;.siiiii^Mi: 
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education  and  culture  than  Mr.  Lyon.  The  cousins  organized 
a  debating  society  among  the  pupils  and  other  young  men  of 
the  village,  and  got  a  good  deal  of  useful  practice  in  debate. 
Two  of  Mr.  Blaine's  horses  were  devoted  to  their  use  out  of 
school  hours, —  "dappled-gray  and  splendid," — on  which  they 
scoured  the  country  far  and  wide.  Their  longest  ride  was  to 
Washington  springs  in  Virginia.  "  Uncle  Will "  was  often 
with  them,  and  to  their  memory  no  man  was  ever  so  adapted 
to  going  about  with  boys  —  escort,  comrade,  teacher  —  as  the 
gentle,  home  and  child  loving,  yet  somewhat  sad-hearted  man, 
while  the  loving  mother,  beautiful  and  kind,  found  time  in  the 
midst  of  all  her  social,  domestic,  and  religious  duties  to  minister 
to  the  pleasure  of  the  boys  and  leave  a  memory  scarcely  less 
dear  and  bright  in  the  heart  of  her  guest  than  of  her  son. 

In  1842  the  father  was  elected  prothonotary  of  Washington 
county,  an  office  for  which,  perhaps,  his  legal  education  better 
fitted  him  than  for  the  business  in  which  he  was  often  tempted 
to  engage.  Of  this  office  Timothy  Pickering,  of  Washington's 
and  Adams's  cabinets,  when  contemplating  it  in  his  own  inter- 
ests, said :  "  The  Register's  and  Prothonotary 's  offices,  more 
especially  in  Pennsylvania,  require  much  law-knowledge  and 
the  more  the  incumbent  possesses  with  the  more  propriety  and 
facility  he  will  execute  them.  More  than  ever  law-knowledge 
in  the  Prothonotary,  will  now  be  useful  and  important,  on 
account  of  the  increased  importance  of  the  Court  under  the 
new  constitution." 

When  Ephraim  Blaine  had  come  down  from  Sewickley, 
Brownsville  was,  in  modern  language,  "booming,"  and  he 
lent  a  quick  hand  to  the  boom.  In  1830  he  became  one  of 
the  corporators  for  the  building  of  a  bridge  over  the  Monon- 
gahela.  For  twenty  years  there  had  been  talk  of  such  a  bridge, 
but  it  had  proved  only  talk.  Now  the  amount  of  traffic  and 
travel  over  the  National  Road  justified  the  expenditure,  and  the 
bridge  was  built,  and  proved  a  most  profitable  investment  to 
the  stockholders,  especially  until  railroads  knocked  away  the 
profits,  if  not  the  props,  of  both  bridge  and  road. 

The  next  year,  in  furtherance  of  the  boom  and  its  profits, 
Mr.  Blaine  laid  out  the  Indian-hill  farm  into  lots  sixty  feet  wide 
and  of  varying  depth,  owing  to  the  abrupt  hill-side,  from  ninety- 
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three  to  two  hundred  and  seventy  feet,  —  the  plot  of  the  town 
of  West  Brownsville.  He  also,  with  the  hereditary  tendency, 
adventured  a  partnership  in  a  steam  saw-mill,  under  the  title 
of  "  Crumrine  and  Blaine,"  who  were  to  be  equally  interested 
owners  of  the  property,  which  Blaine  chiefly  furnished  and 
Crumrine  was  to  superintend. 

But  the  boom  was  slow  of  development  in  West  Brownsville, 
and  had  to  be  patiently  nursed,  awaited  indeed  a  new  '* plant" 
of  boat-building,  while  a  growing  family  to  be  reared  and  edu- 
cated made  it  hard  to  wait.  A  generous  disposition,  abounding 
hospitality,  expensive  tastes  without  the  frugality  which  natu- 
rally attends  the  slow  accumulation  of  fortune,  had  drawn  the 
Middlesex  estate  and  the  Sewickley  estate,  and  other  outlying 
estates,  to  very  tenuous  proportions.  Handsome,  &8cinating, 
popular,  "  always  beautifully  dressed,"  says  one,  "  ah !  Mr. 
Blaine  was  a  man  of  ability.  I  remember  yet  his  courtly  air 
as  he  carae  up  the  street,  his  bow  so  elegant  and  noticeable, 
yet  nothing  Chesterfieldian  about  it  —  but  he  made  the  money 
lly!"  There  is  a  report  in  Washington  that  when  he  drove 
over  to  assume  his  office,  his  horses'  fore  feet  were  ahod 
with  silver,  which  shows  the  same  pieturesque  imagination  in 
interior  Pennsylvania  a.s  that  whiih  flourished  in  Nero's  stables 
and  furnished  Poppa^a's  hui^ses  with  shoes  of  guld.  An  in- 
choate museum  in  Wsushington  still  holds  the  ruins  of  the 
famous  T-<:;iirt  which  tlie  silver-HliiMl  steeds,  driven  tandem,  swept 
around  her  street  comers  amid  much  gazing  from  quiet  win- 
dows. Fine  stal)les  Mr.  Blaine  certjiinly  kept,  and  two  of  his 
magnificent  chestnut  sorrels  dwell  in  the  memory  of  men  yet 
living  —  Bolivar  and  Beaver;  the  lirst  nametl  in  admiration  of 
Simon  Bolivar,  the  South  American  dictator,  the  second  in 
honor  of  (Jeneral  Beaver,  an  old  family  friend  of  the  Blaines. 
The  deeds  of  derrin;/  iloe  jierformed  with  that  team  still  make 
timid  blood  run  cold. 

The  grandfather,  Keal  Gillespie,  had  his  own  loves  and  tastes 
in  the  matter  of  liorses,  which  in  the  mental  lapse  of  his  later 
yeara  took  somewhat  grotesque  forms,  —  like  galloping  with 
tlireo  horses  abreast.  <ir  insistiiitr  upon  slei£;li-i 
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his  sons  and  his  son-in-law  agreed  that  a  proceeding  de  lunatico 
inquirendo  should  be  instituted  to  save  the  estate  from  T^aste. 
His  ferries  were  losing  money,  and  his  business  in  general  was 
suffering.  The  old  Anak  drew  his  Irish  wits  together,  defended 
himself  in  person  with  great  force  of  argument,  huinor,  and  good- 
natured  sarcasm.  He  described  his  business  career  and  accu- 
mulation of  fortune,  and  admitted  that  there  was  plausible 
ground  for  the  inquiry  of  lunacy  because  he  was  permitting  his 
large  and  well-earned  fortune  to  go  to  the  support  of  those  fine- 
gentleman  loafers,  his  sons,  and  his  tandem  son-in-law !  The 
court  broke  up  in  roars  of  laughter,  in  which  none  joined  more 
heartily  than  father  and  sons.  But  the  wavering  faculties  were 
steadied  only  for  the  time. 

One  of  his  "  chums  "  was  Father  Murphy,  the  Catholic  priest, 
who  lived  over  the  river,  on  tlie  top  of  the  high  hill  in  Browns- 
ville adjoining  the  Catholic  church.  In  those  later  days  his 
feet  wandered  thither  so  often  as  sometimes  to  interfere  with 
priestly  duties.  On  one  evening  as  he  climbed  the  hill,  he  saw 
the  priest's  head  above  the  low  curtain  of  the  lighted  win- 
dow; but  when  he  reached  the  house  the  servant  said 
Father  Murphy  had  gone  out.  '^  Ah,  gone  out,  has  he  ?  "  said 
Mr.  Gillespie  blandly.  '•"  Give  my  compliments  to  Father 
Murphy,  and  tell  him  the  next  time  he  goes  out  to  take  his 
d — — d  old  bald  head  with  him."' 

But  Neal  Gillespie  was  lying  beside  his  father  and  his  mother, 
at  rest  on  Indian  hill,  with  his  son  John  at  his  side,  and  knew 
nothing  of  waning  means  or  growing  needs. 

When  Ephraim  Blaine  became  Whig  candidate  for  prothon- 
otary,  the  charge  was  trumped  up  against  him  that  he  was  a 
Catholic,  to  which  his  marriage  into  a  Catholic  family  gave 
currency.  Straightforward  and  straightway  he  went  to  the 
family  priest  for  a  certificate  of  non-membership.  The  priest, 
with  a  gleeful  twinkle,  wrote  him  the  certificate  on  the  spot : 

'*  This  is  to  certify  that  Ephraim  L.  Blaine  is  not  now  and 
never  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church ;  and  furthermore, 
in  my  opinion,  he  is  not  fit  to  be  a  member  of  any  church." 

Mr.  Blaine  knew  his  people.  He  caught  up  the  certificate, 
flung  it  to  the  breeze,  and  rode  into  office  on  the  crest  of  the 
laugh,  and  with  the  goodwill  of  both  parties. 
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So  the  household  gods  were  borDe  to  Washington  over  the 
Xational  Road,  only  another  st^e  of  the  old  westward  joomey 
from  Donegal.  Leaving  the  Monongahela  on  tlie  left  to  find 
or  fashion  its  own  way  to  the  Ohio,  skirting  the  lovely 
woods,  climbing  the  green  hills,  we  only  see  rich,  rolling 
green  hill-farms  to  the  horizon.  With  the  limitless  substratum 
of  limestone,  the  ridges  seem  fertile  as  the  hollows,  and  all  the 
hollows  are  ripening  to  unknown  harvests,  and  all  the  hills 
dotted  with  countless  sheep ;  for  when  the  whiskey  rebellion 
foamed  and  broke  against  these  hills,  and  the  farmers  found 
themselves  forbidden  to  profit  by  their  crops  of  whiskey,  they 
wisely  turned  their  attention  to  wool,  and  made  their  countiy 
famous  for  its  quality  and  quantity.  Up  all  the  way  to 
Hillsborough,  eighteen  feet  above  sea-level,  with  a  glimpse 
of  Laurel  Hill,  thirty  miles  distant.  On  and  on,  descending 
now  to  the  Gals'  house,  founded  before  women  had  thought 
much  about  their  rights,  but  when  three  women,  widioot 
other  points  in  law  than  possession,  took  them  and  their  share  in 
the  National  Road's  bounty  by  keeping  tavern,  and  an  excellent 
tavem,  whose  yards  were  crowded  with  teams  by  night,  and 
whose  tables  were  crowded  witix  guests  by  day.  Past  Eggnogg 
hill,  ii  very  mildly  suggestive  name  for  this  whiskey  insurrection 
locitlity;  past  coal  mines  still  producing,  that  were  opened 
ninety  years  ago ;  iind  one  sight  we  see  which  the  boy  did 
not  —  the  scaffolding  of  cunntlesK  oil-wells  bubbling  and 
bursting  with  a  wealth  undreamed  of  in  his  day,  although  the 
hint  was  given  long  before  his  day;  for  George  Washington 
reported  thitt  he  saw  gas  escaping  in  the  Great  Kanawha  and 
ceded  his  laud  for  a  public  curiosity.  Unluckily  some  in- 
formality in  the  deed  of  couveyiincc  had  balked  his  pleasant 
purpose,  and  ciiused  the  reversion  of  the  gift  to  his  heirs,  but 
nothing  balks  our  increasing  conviction  that  there  were  few 
tilings  which  escaped  the  eyes  of  George  Washington.  Past 
Sam  Hughes's  station,  which  so  pleased  Andrew  Jackson  that 
he  used  to  stop  there  over  night  in  preference  to  the  town 
hostelries,  till  one  unlucky  dny,  in  a  fit  of  enthusiasm,  he 
sent  "Sam  "   to  manage  the    Hermitage,  to  which  he  speedily 
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derived  by  the  archaeologist  from  the  tavern's  pancakes,  whose 
flavor  was  such  that  the  mouths  of  the  stage-coach  passengers 
began  to  water  for  them  as  soon  as  they  left  Cumberland,  and 
not  from  the  commonplace  suggestion  that  one  George  Pan- 
cake kept  the  tavern,  —  we  come  to  the  bright  and  pleasant 
town  which  had  been  Cat  Fish,  but  upon  which  a  great  man 
smiled  and  it  became  Washington.  Here  also,  as  at  Browns- 
ville, and  even  perhaps  more,  young  Blaine  had  the  education 
of  the  outer  world,  of  a  short,  but  stimng  and  heroic  past 
pictured  all  around  him,  and  the  same  vivid  and  eager  contact 
with  a  thrilling  and  active  present.  County  and  town,  the 
first  that  had  been  called  by  that  great  name,  had  been  Wash- 
ington's own  hunting-ground.  A  part  of  the  very  land  on 
which  Washington  College  stood  had  been  Washington's 
property,  presented  to  him  by  Jane  Hoge's  father,  gracefully 
returned  by  Washington  in  the  shape  of  a  gift  to  the  college 
that  bore  his  name.  The  very  house  which  was  to  be  for  a  time 
the  boy's  college-home  had  belonged  to  a  James  Blaine,  of  his 
blood.  This  house,  still  standing  quaint  and  comely,  had  also 
been  the  house  of  David  Bradford,  the  leader  and  soul  of  the 
whiskey  insurrection.  Deputy  Attorney-General  of  the  State. 
Here  had  been  planned  that  fii-st  revolt  against  the  infant 
nation  which  Washington  )ia'd  come  as  far  as  Ephraim  Blaine's 
house  to  put  down  —  the  Jissault  and  burning  of  Revenue 
Officer  Neville's  house,  the  robl)ery  of  the  mails,  the  march  on 
Pittsburg.  Here,  too,  it  was  that  the  tramp  of  Light  Horse 
Harry's  fifteen  thousand  was  heard,  and  from  one  of  these 
back  windows  the  agile  leader  leaped  to  fight  another  day, 
rushed  down  the  Ohio,  down  the  Mississippi,  nor  ever  stopped 
till  he  had  reached  the  Spanish  settlements  and  Tom  the 
Tinker's  house. 

Here,  too,  the  young  scholar  had  opportunity  to  learn  that 
there  is  another  side  to  all  things  human.  Although  the  name 
of  Washington  was  a  household  word  to  the  people,  repre- 
senting an  actuality,  yet  thereabout  still  live  men  who  have  a 
personal  grievance  against  Washington.  All  this  region  he  had 
explored  with  discerning,  prophetic,  possessing  eyes.  By  Vir- 
ginia patent  for  services  rendered  the  colonists,  a  great  tract  of 
country  had  been  given  to  him.     This  land  had  been  located  by 
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bis  warm  persoual  frieud.  Captain  Cratrtbrd,  of  Fkjetto  couuty, 
wbo  knew  what  he  was  about,  ^nd  took  oars  that  George 
WasbLi^^n's  twenty-eight  hundred  acres  should  be  worth 
having.  But  Colonel  Croghan,  of  Fort  Pitt,  had  bought  from 
Indians  aud  sold  to  settlers  parte  of  the  same  tract  of  country, 
and  some  of  them  had  squatted  on  Washington's  lands,  along 
Miller's  run  and  Raccoon  oreek,  a  few  miles  away,  and  when 
he  oould  take  breath  between  battles  he  came  hither  to  adjust 
a  settlement  His  diary  says  naively:  "Lodged  at  a  Col. 
Canon's,  on  Shurtees  Creek,  a  kind,  hospitable  man,  and 
sensible.  Sept.  19  Being  Sunday,  and  the  people  on  my  lands 
being  Ceoeders  aud  very  religious,  it  was  thought  best  to 
postpone  going  among  them  till  to-morrow."  Of  course,  so 
watchful  and  politic  a  man  was  not  to  be  caught  in  a 
common  settler's  trap.  The  law  was,  as  the  courts  and  nature 
had  settled  it,  that  the  right  belonged  to  the  first  comers. 
Thus  the  squatters  had  to  pay  him  for  a  quitclaim,  and  they 
hate  him  yet  I 

Besides  its  historic  interest.  Little  Washington  was  swaying 
ill  the  full  current  of  passing  political  life.  Statesmen  and 
merchants  from  the  East  and  West  had  tarried  there  on  their 
journeys.  Jackson  and  Harrison  hiul  gone  through  on  their 
way  to  their  inaugurationw ;  I'ulk  and  Taylor  were  yet  to  go 
—  probably  the  lawt.  for  the  old  order  changed,  giving  place 
to  new.  Stories  uf  them,  and  of  Monroe  and  John  Quincy 
Adama  and  Lafayette,  of  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Clay  and 
Bell,  filled  the  air.  At  many  a  dinner-table,  in  after  years, 
the  gay  oUl  Washington  College  boys  laughed  over  their 
Tanglewood  Tales,  and  rehearsed  liow  General  Taylor,  Freu- 
dent-elect,  had  been  driven  by  Jack  Bayless,  a  Democratic 
coachntan,  to  McDaniels',  the  Democratic  resort,  and  stayed 
an  hour  in  that  sei|ue!itered  place  before  his  Whig  friends  dis- 
covered him  aud  rescued  him  to  the  banquet  of  the  Mansion 
House,  where  he  felt  "only  one  thing  missing,  flitch  and 
^SS^  "  —  bow  Henry  Clay,  returning  to  the  stage-coach  after  din- 
ner, with  his  wife  on  his  arm,  between  double  lines  of  waiting 
admirers,  to  wlinra  be  was  politely  bowing  right  and  left,  v 


BIOGRAPHY    or  JAMES    G.    BLAINE,  77 

duced  himself  as  A.  B.  C,  of  the  "Commonwealth."  "I  know 
your  '  Commonwealth/  "  shouted  back  the  irate  statesman,  in 

the  same  high  pitch,  "but  I'll  be  d d  if  I  know  who  you 

are,"  —  for  which  he  deserved  defeat  at  the  polls ;  how  the 
same  statesman,  once  obliged  to  stay  overnight  at  the  Mansion 
House,  fell,  like  Taylor,  a  prey  to  the  mischievous  Democrats. 
The  Whigs,  learning  of  the  godsend,  gathered  in  the  dining- 
room,  which  was  also  a  meeting-place  of  the  local  Democratic 
club,  and  invited  Clay  to  address  them  in  the  evening,  to  which 
he  gave  Mailing  assent.  The  meeting  was  held,  but  after  wait- 
ing in  vain  for  the  great  Kentuckian,  they  were  obliged  to 
fall  back  on  commonplace  oratory,  and  the  meeting  came  to  an 
untimely  and  inglorious  end.  Investigation  proved  that  the 
wicked  Democrats,  fearing  his  eloquence,  had  flocked  to  his 
room,  bolted  the  door,  and  engaged  him  in  such  friendly 
and  flattering  debate  that  he  had  forgotten  all  about  his 
Whig  meeting;  how,  one  unlucky  Sunday  when  old  Father 
McCurdy  was  to  preach  in  Dr.  Jenkins's  pulpit,  word  came 
that  General  Jackson  was  coming  through  and  would  attend 
church.  "What  will  you  do?"  asked  some  of  the  anxious 
parishioners,  who  thought  no  gospel  grand  enough  for  grand 
hearers  unless  it  came  from  Dr.  Jenkins's  lips.  Then 
quietly  answered  Father  McCurdy,  "  I  shall  preach  to  General 
Jackson  just  as  I  would  to  any  other  sinner,"  and  preached  so 
well  that  the  sinner  in  question  went  up  and  shook  hands 
with  him  and  thanked  him  for  the  discourse. 

So  good  use  did  the  boy  make  of  liis  mind  that  his  father 
was  able  to  put  him  into  college  when  he  was  little  past 
thirteen  —  younger  than  any  other  member.  But  his  mental 
action  was  quick,  and  he  never  lost  ground,  or  suffered  from 
imperfect  preparation  or  too  great  effort  to  keep  in  step.  Indeed, 
he  seemed  never  to  make  effort.  Work  was  the  natural,  easy 
action  of  his  mind  and  did  not  fatigue  him. 

His  college  course  was  apparently  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure 
and  unbroken  success.     Three  years  after  its  close  he  wrote: 

"Old  Washington  is  endeared  to  me  by  a  thousand  ties,  and 
though  I  can  now  look  back  upon  many  acts  of  my  College  life, 
as  strongly  marked  with  folly,  they  are  not  on  this  account  re- 
membered with  less  affectionate  regard  —  not  a  single  one  of 
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them  would  I  wish  to  he  blotted  out  —  friendshipB,  enmities, 
follies,  disappointmento,  mortificattons  and  all  —  a  glorions  four 
years  —  such  as  I  shall  never  see  ^ain." 

His  college  mates  unite  in  representing  his  scholarship  and 
his  character  in  college  as  unexceptionable.  He  was  not  over- 
fond  of  athletic  sports,  or  of  "  street  fun,"  or  even  of  the  games 
of  the  campus ;  but  he  took  his  full  share  in  riding,  walking, 
driving,  dancing,  and  is  remembered  as  the  best  euchre-player 
in  coUege  or  town.  He  was  joyous,  friendly,  attractive, 
answering  still  to  General  Sherman's  picture  of  '^Jim  Blaine 
and  Tom  Ewing,"  in  Lancaster  seven  years  before,  "two  boys, 
cousins,  as  bright  and  handsome  as  ever  were  two  thoroughbred 
colts  in  a  blue-grass  pasture  of  Kentucky." 

One  of  his  young  friends  of  that  early  time  writes : 

You  know,  1111(1  perhaps  he  knuw,  what  tiiy  feeling  toward  him  wu, 
always  has  been,  with  no  weakening  or  shadow  of  turning.  He  buckled 
one's  heart  to  him  "  with  hooks  of  steel.*'  I  so  well  remember  when  and 
where  I  saw  him  first.  It  wa.i  when  he  wiw  in  college,  in  Wuhtngton, 
fit  A  gny  liltio  picnic.  He  wn.'i  the  lifu  and  the  light  of  the  fMe,  w> 
jiifons  were  his  spirits,  so  iricunsant  the  play  of  his  wit. 

It  seitins  to  mo  I  can  see  his  fmrik  joang  toco,  hoar  his  men;  lau^, 
lU  tlii.i  moment. 

Anil  of  iibiiut  (h<^  Niimc  time  I  rt'membpr  thai  old  Escjiiire  M.  admitted 
witli  some  amusumcnl :  "  Wliv,  ilini  yoiiii<*  lil.iini'  jxished  me  harder  in  the 
argnment  Ilian  any  man  1  know  lhn;i'  limes  liis  age  ! " 

Tlie  young  atiulunt  fiad  the  great  advantage  during  nearly 
iill  liis  i;olIcge  course  of  being  at  home,  and  in  the  midst  of  a 
huge  circle  of  liis  kinsfolk.  Hence  tiiere  was  no  room  for 
lioniesickness.  Tlie  gnimlfatlier  had  only  lived  to  hear  the 
iniuticulate  prattle  of  his  namesake  and  grandson,  and  then 
the  long  proecssion  bore  him  to  the  house  apjiointed  for  all 
living,  to  the  snccin(;t  reconl  of  the  grave :  "Jn  memory  of 
James  Blaine  E.sqr,  who  departed  this  life  September  6th,  in 
the  66th.  year  of  his  age  A.D.  183ti."  Two  years  afterwards 
his  daughter  Ellen  died  in  the  arms  of  lier  brother  Ephraim, 
and  then  .Miirgaret  Lyon  went  to  the  house  of  her  son-in- 
to  fill  liei'  daughter's  place  in  caring  for  the  motherless 
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calmly  down,  and  being  "  sweet  and  nice  "  herself,  everything 
around  her  soothed  itself  presently  to  sweetness  and  peace.  As 
no  antagonisms  ever  sprang  from  her,  she  was  the  centre  of  com- 
fort and  cheer,  the  meeting-place  of  all  interests  and  dependen- 
cies. There  her  grandson  had  the  advantage  of  constant  easy 
access  to  his  Uncle  Ewing's  large  family  of  young  people,  a 
throng  of  boys  and  girls  near  his  own  age ;  but  rushing  in  to 
his  gay  young  cousins  he  seldom  failed  to  pass  through  his 
grandmother's  room  first,  on  the  way  to  theirs,  to  give  a  cordial 
greeting  that  gladdened  her  heart  more  than  he  knew.  The 
society  of  his  uncle,  who  served  in  Congress  with  Clay, 
Webster,  and  Calhoun,  and  served  at  home,  Jis  a  lawyer,  to 
keep  his  neighbors  away  from  lawsuits,  beneficent,  gentle,  highly 
educated,  and  of  a  most  liberal,  powerful,  and  original  mind, 
was  in  itself  education. 

His  uncle  William,  who  had  attended  him  on  his  wild-wood 
jaunts,  and  ministered  to  the  fun  he  shared,  retained  hLs  deep 
interest  in  his  nephew,  and  whenever  the  youngster  and  the 
elder  met  in  visits  to  Indian  hill,  the  uncle  would  bid  him  bring 
out  his  books  and  would  examine  him  in  his  Greek  and  Latin. 
"  I  am  rusty,"  his  uncle  would  admit,  "  but  I  should  think 
you  were  doing  very  well/'  Many  a  delightful  hour  they 
passed  together  —  the  dreamy  and  perhaps  somewhat  dis- 
appointed uncle,  who  had  not  fulfilled  the  career  which  his 
friends  wished,  but  who  at  least  knew  the  happiness  of 
following  his  own  heart's  leading,  and  the  fresh  eager  student ; 
and  when  apart  the  elder  depended  much  on  the  younger 
for  tidings  from  the  passing  world. 

From  Greene  county,  Aug.  29,  184G,  he  writes  to 

Deak  James: 

I  expected  a  letter  from  you,  thinking  that  among  my  numerous 
acquaintances  you  might  spin  out  a  long  hotter  which  would  bo  interesting 
to  me  —  whilst  I  in  the  wilds  of  Greene  could  not  pen  anything  to  you  that 
you  would  care  about,  except,  perhaps  the  health  of  my  family ;  begiiniing 
in  this  wise :  ••  we  are  all  well  thanks  ha  to  God  hoping  these  few  lines 
may  find  you  in  the  same  state  of  health.''  .  .  .  Now  do  you  not 
see  how  much  easier  it  would  have  been  for  you  to  indite  a  letter  than 
for  me.  Still  I  must  not  forget  yr.  many  kindnesses  in  sending  mo 
papers,  which  have  served  to  enliven  many  a  dull  hour.  You  are  almost 
the  only  one  that  has  remembered  me  at  all  in  that  way.    Your  Pap  has 
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oocasioaklly  sent  me  one,  bat  owing  I  suppoae  to  his  want  of  health,  he 
has  not  thought  of  me  aa  often  as  formerly'.  I  have  no  news  woTtii 
mentioning  except  the  fun  I  have  with  the  long-faced  Democrati 
aboat  the  tariff;  thej  have  all  been  obliged  to  sell  their  wool  at  prices 
that  did  not  suit  them  and  I  comfort  them  by  telling  tfaem  that  it  is  good 
for  them.  Were  it  not  for  the  fun  I  have  with  them  I  should  get  the  blues 
myself;  but  as  1  am  a  believer  in  Ike  Mayhem's  philosophy,  which  teaches 
nevor  to  take  more  trouble  on  one  foot  than  we  can  klek  off  with  t'other, 
1  bear  the  evil  like  a  true  philosopher.     .     .     . 

Xow  don't  forget  to  write  and  give  ma  all  the  newd  particularly  about 
your  own  folks.  Give  mt;  also  all  the  Washington  news  —  Deaths  mar- 
riuges  all,  all  —  tell  me  particularly  if  I.  R.  be  married  yet  —  if  not  why 
the  deuee  he  is  not  —  Tell  me  how  many  graduales  you  have  —  how  Hr. 
A.  M.  is  —  tell  me  all  and  I  am  sure  you  will  have  no  lack  of  materials  for 
making  out  a  loug  letter. 

What  aiv  your  views  now  on  the  Trinity  —  are  Ibey  as  wild  and  inSdel 
like  as  they  worti  whon  wo  conversed  upon  the  subjucl.  With  this  I  will 
iii'nd  you  a  paper  ivitli  the  views  of  tliroe  candidiitef^lbr  ordination  in  the 
Methodist  Churvli  on  that  subject  —  after  you  have  read  it  I  would  like  to 
know  which  of  the  ihrae  you  agri:c  with.  —  When  you  answer  me  tell  me 
who  is  your  Pastor  now.  or  rather  who  \*  l*resbytorian  Pastor.  I  suppose 
though  whoever  he  is  he  occasionally  gets  astride  the  old  Pope  and  ham- 
mers away  at  his  seven  head^  and  ten  horns  (wonder  Ihey  dont  among 
them  break  some  off.)  .  .  .  And  now  dear  James  I  must  conclude 
with  assurances  of  my  alleciion. 

Ym.  Uncle  Will 


He  left  tile  colh'ge  eaiupuit  thoroughly  t'uruislied  not  only 
with  character  but  with  (.-ertificatt's  nf  I'liiimi'ter  from  the  fac- 
ulty, collectively  and  separately.  From  lirst  to  last  it  was  a 
trait  of  his  nature  to  trust  mithiiif;  t<i  chance  or  to  the  inspi- 
ration of  the  hour,  but  to  go  well  ariiioreil  and  well  armed. 
The  groundwork  of  his  inK|>ii'atinn  was  ]> reparation. 


Mr.  James  <i.  Uluinc  having  gone  through  a  regular  &  full  course  in 
Washington  College  Pi'nn*.  was  fpTidualcd  Sept',  ^'il".  1S47.  During  the 
whole  period  of  his  uontii'xiun  wilh  Collegi'  lie  niiiintiiini'd  Ihc  chiiraelerof 
a  very  puiictuiil.  unlcily,  diligi-iil.  *  sucei'ssfiil  sliuleiil.  His  di^nicanor 
was  always  i-e>peelful,  &  l.fcoiiiin^r  a  g.'ntl<-m;m.  Whpii  ;^':iiliml>>d.  to  him 
with  two  riijiers  wiis  nwiirciud  ili.»  lirsl  Honor  of  ;i  l;^|■■^'.  .^i  )vs|)ectable 
.■lass  of  lhirtv-Ihm>.     Ilc>   is  iif  i.m-   of  thf   most   ivspfCliilili-   fiimilies  of 
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literary  acquirements,  dignity,  decision,  fidelity,  &  prudence  will  not  fail 
to  merit  the  confidence,  &  approbation  of  those  who  may  obtain  his 
services. 

October  l'».  1847. 

David  M.  Conaughy  President  of 

Washington  College  Penn«. 
W.  P.  Aldhich,  Prof.  Math,  et 

('hem.  et<^. 
RiciiAKi)   II.  Lee  Prof,  B  L  P 
Nicu*.  Murray  Prof,  of  J^ang 
KOBT.  MiLLiGAN  Prof,  Eng  Lit 


It  is  noticeable  that  each  of  the  professoi-s  specialized  the 
proficiency  of  his  pupil  in  his  own  department.  The  professor 
of  languages  considered  it  **due  to  you  as  matter  of  private 
friendship  that  I  should  add  my  individual  testimony  to  that 
which  I  have  united  with  my  colleagues  in  bearing  to  your 
worth  as  a  man,  your  diligence  as  a  student,  and  your  attain- 
ments as  a  scholar.  Permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  during  your 
long  connection  witli  the  college  your  conduct  has  lieen  such  as 
greatly  to  endear  you  to  those  of  us  who  have  known  you  best. 
You  indeed  are  one  of  the  few  who  have  passed  tlu'ough  their 
collegiate  course  without  a  fault  or  a  stain. 

"Of  your  qualifications  for  teaching,  so  far  as  these  depend 
upon  character  and  scholarship,  I  may  speak  with  the  highest 
confidence.  Your  knowledge  of  the  languages  especially,  being 
critical  beyond  what  is  often  attained  at  college,  fits  you  in  a 
special  manner  for  the  oflice  of  instructor  in  this  department. 

"  In  a  word,  sir,  I  feel  assured  that  those  who  may  be  so  fort- 
unate as  to  secure  your  services  in  this  capacity  will,  when  you 
become  known  to  them  as  you  are  known  to  us,  be  satisfied  that 
no  recommendation  of  ours  has  been  in  the  least  exaggerated.'* 

The  professor  of  mathematics  thought  it  "  but  justice  to  him 
to  say  that  in  my  department  Mr.  Blaine  specially  excels. 
From  the  commencement  of  his  course  in  mathematical  studies 
lie  manifested  a  peculiar  fondness  for  them  ;  his  recitations 
gave  evidence  of  thorough  investigation,  and  his  demonstrations 
were  characterized  by  clearness,  accuracy,  and  precision.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  kindred  branches,  as  natural  philosophy, 
astronomy,  etc.,  yet  his  taste  for  the  exact  sciences  seems  to 
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indicftto  that  in  that  department  lie  would  secure  enjoyment 
with  success." 

The  professor  of  English  Uteruture  praised  his  "  Latin  and 
Greek  classics,  and  the  various  branches  of  mathematics,  but 
particularly  his  sound  and  thorough  English  education,"  while 
he  specially  commended  Mr.  Blaine  to  his  personal  friends  as 
"a  young  man  of  superior  talents,  of  good  moral  and  indus- 
trious habits,  of  many  personal  virtues,  of  a  liberal,  generous, 
and  amiable  disposition,  and  of  one  of  the  most  respectable 
families  of  Western  Pennsylvania,"  and  assured  them  that  he 
"  should  be  much  disappointed  if  he  does  not  prove  himself 
entirely  worthy  of  their  confidence." 

l^Iis  attachment  to  the  college  and  community  of  Washington 
was  deep  and  lasting.  He  ever  counted  the  circumstances  of 
his  college  days  as  among  t)ie  fortunate  events  of  bis  life. 
Ifearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  he  had  left  them,  he  noted 
his  peculiar  gratification  at  words  of  remembrance  and  regard 
"  from  those  who  knew  ine  in  my  youth,  and  to  whom  I  am 
allied  for  more  than  one  generation  by  ties  of  blood,  affinity, 
and  friendship.  I  have  the  warmest  attachment  to  Washington 
and  all  its  surroundings.  To  the  good  old  college  I  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  which  I  ciin  tit-ver  rejiiiy." 

After  the  death  of  his  uncle.  Jolin  Hoge  Ewing,  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years,  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  from  Hamburg,  Germany,  to 
Mr.  Ewing'a  daughter : 

Sept.  6,  87. 

Notwithsiundiug  his  woiglil  of  years,  and  the  gradual  failure  which 
butnkeneil  thi;  ciid.  the  dentil  of  Unele  was  a  great  grief,  1  might  well  say 
a  great  shoek  to  me.  For  nearly  fifty  years,  ever  sineo  1  measured  human 
eliarautcr  ami  felt  tlie  wiiriiitli  of  human  atleetioii,  ever  since  as  a  bey  be 
iiiiticed  nie  so  kindly,  lie  has  been  an  example  to  me  of  lofty  character. 
No  belter  or  nobler  man  ever  lived,  i  eiin  even  now  feel  the  thrill  of 
pleasure  I  felt  wlien  lit  tlie  closing  exam  i nations  of  my  first  year  in  college 
he  spoke  to  me  so  ajiprovingly  and  so  encouragingly  of  the  examination 
1  passed  and  of  my  conduct  for  the  year.  Fi'uiu  that  hour,  though  often 
separated  for  years,  wo  were  even  moi-e  llian  relatives,  we  were  Jrienda 
in  the  highest,  broadest,  best  sense. 

To  all  the  loving  circle  in  which  he  wits  the  centre  and  the  light  and 
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Ewing  cousins.  Even  if  this  were  not  so  from  my  own  impulse,  and  from 
my  own  heart,  it  would  flow  out  naturally  from  the  great  love  my  dear 
Mother  bore  to  all  of  you,  and  the  love  you  bore  to  her. 

Those  early  days  when  we  were  all  young  together  (in  a  circle  of 
kinship  that  was  inspired  by  the  most  unselfish  love),  come  back  to  me 
freshly  and  vividly  in  this  foreign  land  and  blind  my  eyes  with  tears  as  I 
write.  God  bless  you  all  and  sustain  you  all.  The  wife  who  is  widowed, 
the  children  who  have  lost  the  best  of  fathers,  are  all  in  my  mind  and  in 
my  heart,  and  I  can  only  say  again  to  all,  God  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

Affectionately  and  devotedly, 

Your  cousin, 

JAMES   (i.   BLAINE. 
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VI. 


FiNniNf;   rnK  road. 


THE  seven  years  after  leaving  college  were  as  truly  a  time 
itf  preparation  as  the  preceding  years  had  been.  Mr. 
Blaine's  experience  in  the  Military  Institute  of  Kentucky  and 
in  the  school  for  the  blind  at  Philadelphia,  riveting  and  in- 
creasing his  knowledge  of  hooks  and  compelling  close  study  of 
human  nature  in  itj«  most  pathetic  as  well  as  Its  most  stirring 
phases ;  his  reading  of  law  with  the  view  of  adopting  it  as  a 
profession ;  his  personal  investigation  of  business  methods,  re- 
quirements, and  successes  in  tlie  South,  with  the  same  practical 
purpose ;  his  marriage,  which  led  him  to  New  England  and 
ultimately  to  his  permanent  establishment  there ;  the  premature 
death  of  his  father  and  brother,  intensifying  his  sense  of  respon- 
sibility as  ail  elder  son  aiid  hrolher,  —  all  had  tlieir  M|>ecific  and 
important  purt  in  titling  him  t'ln-  :iiid  impelling  him  towards  the 
work  nf  liis  life. 

He  lia<l  earnestly  desirefi  to  take  ii  twu  yeais'  aupplemeiitary 
uoui-se  lit  Viile  College,  but  lindiiij,'  it  iiiipniL'tiirable  he  struck 
out  into  the  world  ;it  onee  hy  way  <if  Kentucky.  His  first  ex- 
|)erienue  was  the  unhernii-  urie  of  ileitthly  homesickness.  Forty 
years  afterwards  he  wrote  uf  this  time  to  ^li-s.  .lane  W.  McKee, 
Allegheny  .\rsenul.  I'ittshurK: 
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who,  if  not  akin,  were  connected  in  sympathy  through  common  ties  with 
the  Reed  family,  all  whose  members  were  elaborately  discussed  on  that 
blessed  Sunday.  I  fell  to  thinking  of  all  those  things  to-day,  and  I  could 
not  help  writing  to  repeat  my  gratitude  to  you  and  to  renew  the  expression 
of  an  aflfection  which  has  followed  you  with  tender  recollection  through 
this  long  period.  The  very  small  things  which  now  and  then  I  have  been 
able  to  do  for  you  seem  so  inadequate  a  return  for  all  you  did  for  me. 
Miss  M.  was  on  that  Sunday  morning  of  October,  1847,  a  connecting  link, 
for  I  had  met  her  more  than  once  at  Aunt  Reed\s,  but  I  had  not  learned  to 
have  the  affection  which  I  soon  acquired  for  her  as  your  sister.  I  cannot 
realize  I  was  then  four  months  short  of  being  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
that  through  all  these  forty  3'ear.s  of  **  stonn  and  sunshine,"  little  as  I  have 
seen  of  you,  my  memory  of  you  has  been  so  vivid.  .  .  .  Give  my  sincerest 
regards  to  your  good  son  and  my  good  friend. 

To  his  college  friend  "  Countee,"  Mr.  James  Murray  Clark, 
he  frankly  owned: 

A  tliousand  times  have  I  regretted  that  I  left  Pennsylvania,  but  since  I 
have  left  resolved  to  rely  for  a  year  or  two  upon  my  own  exertions,  I  feel 
a  pride  within  me  too  strong  to  allow  me  to  return  home. 

In  1869  he  wrote  to  a  friend : 

•*  The  day  is  dark  and  gloomy,  unsettled  and  uncertain  like  the  chang- 
ing destinies  of  humau  and  of  national  life/'  Now  who  said  that  ?  With 
all  your  learning  and  reading  you  cannot  tell,  so  let  me  instruct  you ! 

Many  years  ago,  —  to  Avit,  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1847,  — 
Henry  Clay  spoke  in  the  great  public  market-house  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Mexican  war,  which  was  *Mlagrant/'  if  not  ^* fragrant, ^^ 
and  the  woi-ds  I  have  quotetl  wore  the  very  lirst  utteranc^cs  of  his  majestii; 
lips.  Among  the  crowd,  close  up  to  tlie  great  commoner,  **  might  have 
been  seen'^  a  stray  and  eag(*r  youth  with  note-book  and  pencil  in  hand, 
ready  to  report  the  words  of  the  Whig  oracle,  and  they  were  taken  down 
by  this  youth  of  seventeen  green  summers  and  carefully  presented  ever 
since.  From  Lexington  he  went  to  Louisville,  thence  to  Maysville,  thence 
to  Cincinnati,  and  the  morning  he  left  the  last-named  place,  Duconiber  4, 
he  heard  that  Robert  C.  W^inthrop  was  just  elected  speaker  of  the  Uniteil 
States  House  of  Representatives.  He  inuuediately  notified  his  friends  that 
he  was  a  candidate  for  the  succession,  and  in  tin*  incTcdibly  brief  space  ot 
twenty-two  years  he  attaincMl  the  place  —  a  remarkable  instance  of  faith, 
patience,  and  despatch  harmoniously  (combined.  But  I  do  not  mean  to 
imply  that  there  is  any  immediate,  or  palpable,  or  rccojrnizablc  connec- 
tion between  the  rainy  Sunday  of  Lexington  in  November,  1847,  and  my 
election  to  the  speakei*ship  in  1869. 
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To  Mr.  J.  M.  Clark,  Dec.  2,  1847: 


I  have  procured  a  situation  as  assistant  teacher  of  languages  In  the 
Westuini  Military  Institute)  located  at  Georgetown,  Scott  coontj-,  about 
twelve  miles  from  Le\ingU>n.  It  is  an  institution  of  some  celebrity  in 
this  State  \  has  about  one  hundred  and  finy  studi^nts  and  a  faculty  of  seven 
professors ;  is  pretty  much  on  tlie  same  plan  as  ^Vest  Point,  or  probably 
more  like  the  Virginia  Military  Institute.  Tliuy  attend  to  the  military 
training  of  the  irtudeaL-t  soiuo  hours  nvery  day.  Their  course  in  college 
studies  is  a  good  deal  like  Washington,  except  that  they  have  a  far  more 
extensive  course  of  inatlieniatlcs,  embracing  the  wlK>le  course  at  Weat 
Point.  The  students  woiir  a  beautiful  uniform,  and  go  through  a  regular 
drill  every  day  in  the  college  grounds,  (loorgetown  is  the  ooun^  seat  of 
Seolt  county  (one  of  the  richest  in  the  State,  joins  Fayette  and  Bourbon) 
and  eontains  fifteen  hundred  or  eighteen  hundred  Inhabitants — atwatas 
large  as  Washington.  My  situation  will  lie  a  very  pleasant  one,  I  expect, 
though  1  cannot  say  for  certain  until  I  try  tt ;  I  will  not  commence  my 
duties  until  tlie  8th  of  January.  The  session  will  end  the  Ith  of  July, 
and  then  will  lliere  hv-  a  vaciatinn  of  six  nr  eight  weeks,  so  that  I  shall 
not  bo  in  Pennsylvania  before  tliat  lime,  and  very  probably  not  even  then 
if  I  like  the  situation  and  they  lilie  lue.  I  shall  stay  there  for  some  time, 
at  least  uutil  I  think  of  entering  upon  the  study  of  a  profession,  which 
will  not  be  for  two  or  three  year."  yet  anyhow.  The  way  in  which  I 
happened  to  get  the  situation  was  accideTital.  I  heard  of  it  when  I  was 
up  In  Lesinglon — just  gut  itidi  a  Ini^f-y  mid  drove  down  one  morning, 
and  tlu>y  told  me  they  would  <^i^'l.'  nii'  an  uiiswit  In  a  d:ty  cjr  two,  and  the 
very  next  d:iy  1  rt'cuiveil  a  li-tdT  staling  that  I  I'ould  have  the  situation 
if  1  chose.  I  immediately  aeceiiled  ii,  and  aiu  nou'  only  waiting  until 
the  next  session  opens.  1  will  have  U\  U\:\r\\  tht>  preparatory  course  in 
Latin  and  (irei-k,  and  have  a  <-la:<s  in  Davis's  Klemi'Utary  Algebra,  so 
you  see  my  situaliciu  will  be  a  very  iileiisiint  one  us  ii-gards  the  branches 
I  liave  to  leiii'li ;  wlial  it  will  lie  in  oilii'i-  I'usjiecls  1  eaniiol  of  course  say 
until  I  try  il  awhile.  It  is  at  least  soiuellilng  to  Ihi  a  teacher  in  ft  eorpo- 
rate  iiillege.     .     .     .     i   will  send  you  a  I'tijiy  of  Ihe  regulations  after  1  get 

there.     I  shall  ^'o  uj.  in  Iw ■  tlin-e  weeks.     1  will  give  you  duo  notice 

of  my  removal  before  I  start.  1  may  not  \w  in  I'eniisylvania  again  for 
soini;' time,  and  although  I  w.mld  greatly  |uv(.t  being  there,  yet,  when  I 
see  it  so  obviously  tit  my  biterot  to  reiiiiiin  in  K.!ntui-ky,  1  endeavor  to 
reeont^ile  myself  to  il.  "l  .-.hall  stay  (or  a  yrar  ..r  two.  at"  leitst,  iis  I  s:iid. 
Three  of  the  pn>fe»soi-s  in  litis  institute  an-  gr:iiliiales  of  West  Point,  and 

.■  of  them  i«  a  griuluate  o[  the  Virjjinia  Military  Institute,     Il  is  intended 
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sonian  settlement.  There  are  more  great  men  live  in  that  vicinity  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  United  States  eml)racing  the  same  space ;  for  instance 
at  Lexington,  only  twelve  miles  distant,  there  is  H.  Clay,  Bob  Wickliife, 
General  Coombs,  and  a  host  of  others.  Then  at  Frankfort,  but  twenty 
miles  distant,  there  is  Jno.  J.  Crittenden,  Governor  Letcher,  and  numerous 
others  too  tedious  to  mention,  and  as  I  said  before  old  Dick  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  place;  so  I  will  be  perfectly  surrounded  by  great  men. 
When  I  commenced  writing  I  thought  I  could  say  all  I  had  to  in  two 
sheets,  but  find  myself  here  on  the  third  and  not  more  than  half  through. 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  page  that  I  would  give  you  an  account  of  my 
pecuniary  circumstances.  Whatever  are  my  father's  are  of  course  mine. 
The  state  of  his  affairs  is  simply  this  —  a  few  years  ago  he  became  very 
much  involved  in  consequence  of  having  foolishly  endorsed  for  men  who 
deceived  him.  ...  lie  has  now  worked  pretty  well  through  his  diffi- 
culties. .  .  .  The  family  have  a  sufficiency.  Tt  is  pap's  great  desire  to 
see  all  his  children  establishe<l  in  some  kind  of  business  before  his  death, 
and  it  is  his  wish  that  I  should  study  a  profession,  either  law  or  medi- 
cine. It  was  altogether  my  own  doings  that  I  came  away  from  home, 
and  I  believe  it  was  for  my  good  that  I  have  done  it.  Whenever  I  choose 
however  to  return,  father  is  ready  and  willing  to  render  me  all  the  aid  in 
his  power.  He  says  that  he  has  now  done  as  much  as  he  is  able  for  the 
older  ones,  and  they  must  henceforth  depend  on  themselves.  **  They 
have  a  better  start  than  many  a  young  man,  and  if  they  are  only  indus- 
trious and  economical  they  will  succeed.''  Well,  by  the  time  I  study  a 
profession,  if  I  conclude  to  do  so,  I  shall  have  pretty  near  my  share  of  the 
property,  and  the  rest  should  be  appropriated  to  educating  tlie  younger 
children.  You  will  at  once  see,  then,  that  although  not  actually  poverty- 
stricken,  I  am  far  fi'om  being  in  good  circumstances,  for  after  I  study  a 
profession  I  will  not  have  much  more  than  will  buy  me  a  library.  .  .  . 
Oh,  how  I  would  like  to  be  back  at  Mrs.  Acheson's. 

You  must  be  sure  to  give  my  respects  to  II.,  for  as  you  say  I  do  like 
him.  I  cannot  tell  the  reason,  but  I  formed  a  very  strong  attachment  for 
him  when  I  was  at  the  American  with  him  last  summer.  I  considered  him 
one  of  the  best-hearted  fellows  I  ever  knew,  and  shall  always  cherish  a 
high  regard  for  him.  Remember  me  very  particularly  to  Esquire  M.,  for 
a  better  fellow  never  lived.  lie  is  as  honest  and  tnic  as  steel ;  a  clever, 
whole-souled  fellow.  I  had  not  heard  of  the  death  of  M.  Poor  fellow,  I 
pity  him,  as  well  as  all  those  Avho  have  shed  their  blood  and  lost  their  lives 
to  so  poor  a  purpose  and  in  such  a  poor  cause.  You  may  think  these 
iHiilections  ill-timed  and  ill-placed,  but  they  are  neverthelcvss  true.  We  can 
but  shed  a  tear  over  the  fate  of  those  who  have  so  fallen. 

1  saw  a  *•  Reporter"  containing  those  resolutions  relative  to  the  death  of 
Robinson,  and  although  your  name  is  in  the  Comer,  I  will  do  you  the 
justice  to  suppose  you  had  no  hand  in  writing  them.  I  think  they  might 
as  well  have  a  stereotyped  edition  struck  off  with  blanks  left  for  the 
name  of  the  decedent  —  it  would  save  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  they 
would  not  have  to  tax  their  memories  so  severely  to  remember  the  last 
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form.    I  well  remember  the  little  incident  relative  to  the  albnm  of  Mise  M. 
—  the  words  yoa  did  not  have  exactly ;  they  were : 
"  Reminlsvltor  me  cum  absum  lon^  —  Remember  me  when  far  away. 
In  medio  eiToinconslderatimundi  —  Amid  a  thonghtleas  world  I  stray." 

You  left  out  the  word  "  erro,"  a  typographical  "error,"  1  presume. 
That  summer  of  the  "  Ball  Alley,"  etc.,  is  full  of  pleasing  little  occui^ 
Fences  over  which  I  love  to  sit  and  thinic  by  the  hour.  It  wu  one  of  my 
most  pleasant  sessions  at  college,  and  1  remember  every  little  thiog  from 
the  willow  tree  to  the  great  Whig  meeting  the  5th  September.  That 
vraa  the  day  I  believe  on  which  we  first  wore  the  striped  velvet  vesta  with 
tlio  red  buttons  —  do  you  remember  them?  and  do  you  remember  Patter- 
son  on  the  Catholic  question?  how  he  used  to  talk  about  Anthony  Rents, 
etc.? —  it  is  needless  to  enumerate  — there  are  a  thousand  incidents  of  that 
summer  which  time  can  never  efface.  .  .  .  This  State  la  just  orammed 
full  of  teachers,  and  there  are  a  good  many  from  Washington  and  Jefferson. 

A.  M.  is  out  here  looking  for  a  situtttion.  I  have  not  seen  him  though. 
I  saw  his  advertisement  in  one  or  the  Lexington  papers  a  few  days  since — 
he  Is  there  stJII,  I  believe,  staying  with  Basoom,  the  great  Methodist 
preacher.  I  think  he  will  find  it  somewhat  more  dtfBoult  to  get  a  situation 
than  he  anticipates ;  a  great  many  are  sorely  disappointed  in  these  expecta- 
tions—  it's  very  easy  talking  about  theso  "  big  situations  in  Kentucky,"  but 
when  you  come  to  look  for  them  you  will  find  yourself  mistaken.  When 
I  leave  my  present  situation  I  don^t  think  I  shall  ever  look  for  another,  but 
I  shall  return  to  old  Pennsylvania.  The  longer  I  am  away  the  mora  I  feel 
attached  to  her —  her  very  nanm  possi'ssc"  ;i  cliiirni.  An  strong  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian  as  you  iilreailv  arc,  voii  are  not  a-^  much  altuclieil  to  her  as  you 
would  be  if  inu  weri!  to  leave  Iut  for  a  few  months —  ili'privinfj  you  of  a 
pleasine  tuiu-hi's  you  betliT  how  l.i  ap(.rcdalc  it.  lean  ni'ver  nor  shall  I 
ever  be  anythin;^  else  in  fculiufj  than  a  Poimsylvaniaii.  titough  probably 
circu  Ills  lances  may  render  il  manifestly  nmn'  advanlagiinus  for  me  to  set- 
tle elsewhere ;  yet  1  still  cherish  the  fond  Inijiu  that  I  shall  ultimately  land 
there.     .     .     . 

My  mom-mate,  Forbes,  whu  is  pnifiissor  of  niulhcniiirics  in  the  institute, 
was  formerly  (i  believe  ii|)  to  lust  .July)  in  the  siiiuc  station  at  the  Virginia 
Military  Inslitutc.  .  .  .  R,  is  better  at  actin;;  the  "  f/arof  Russia"  and 
having  you  for  .:hief  '■  couilier,"  ;m<l  drinking  Jim  I>eiuiisou"s  hot  whiskey 
punch,    llo you  mind  tliatawrulciiitlnixht  lltntwcwent  to  Caldwell ;  Mayor 

.Johnson  was  in  his  shirt-sleeves  and  1  losi  uiy  old  cap  that  was  so  h ugly  ? 

Many  a  time  wilt  those  old  Mccues  recur  to  my  mind,  lean  sit  and  think  of 
ihem  by  the  hour — 'li$  then  that  I  long  lo  be  in  oUl  Pcmtnijlrania.  In  your 
lii'edictions  as  to  the  candidates  for  the  |iresidency.  1  think  you  are  wrong — 
at  least  lis  to  the  Whig  candidate.  Ma/,,  is  rather  below  par  —  that  "secret 
c;ircular"  injured  him   I'onsidcralily.     Taylor  stintk    has  been  rising  very 
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taken  place  and  he  now  stands  forth  preeminently  conspicuous  as  ''the 
man  of  the  times/^  I  have  no  doubt  now  but  that  he  will  be  the  Whig  can- 
didate ;  even  if  lie  is  not  he  can  run  as  an  IndejKndetU,  and  such  is  ttie 
wild  enthusiasm  of  the  American  people  for  a  military  hero  that  he  will 
run  ahead  of  anything  that  either  party  can  bring  out.  As  to  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate,  I  hardly  know  what  to  think,  though  I  can  scarcely  believe 
that  Buchanan  will  be  the  man.  Your  party  will  have  great  difficulty  T 
apprehend  in  settling  on  a  man.  You  have  so  many  men  that  have  strong 
claims  that  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  make  a  nomination,  and  if  Taylor 
is  nominated  by  the  Whig  party  it  will  be  very  little  odds  who  you  nomi- 
nate, for  he  will  run  ahead  of  the  devil  himself.  For  my  part  I  would 
rather  see  James  Buchanan  president  than  General  Taylor,  if  he  had  not 
had  so  large  a  fist  in  the  affairs  of  the  present  administration.  That  will 
ruin  him  —  he  can't  run  now  (remember,  this  is  my  humble  opinion  just 
to  you).  Calhoun's  late  speech  will  go  very  hard  with  President  Polk  & 
Co.  He  uses  them  up  completely  about  that  *•  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war"  that  the  President  has  always  talked  so  much  about  and  especially  in 
his  late  message.  I  think  he  establishes  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  taking  a  defensive  line  is  the  true  policy  for  our  government  to  pur- 
sue. You  have  of  course  read  the  speech  and  formed  your  opinion  of  its 
merits  and  demerits.  My  opinion  is  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  argumenta- 
tive speeches  I  ever  read,  which  every  man  ought  carefully  to  peruse 
before  saying  a  vrovd  against  a  **  defensive  line ;  "  if  you  have  not  read  it, 
do  so  immediately.  But  enough  of  politics.  1  would  not  have  written  so 
much  about  this  subject  only  that  you  and  1  always  tm^k  a  great  interest  in 
such  matters,  and  I  thought  a  sinall  touch  would  not  be  amiss.  In  conclu- 
sion, T  would  just  say  that  I  would  like  to  see  both  candidates  selected  from 
among  tlie  citizens.  I  don't  like  these  military  presidents  that  **  go  in"  on 
account  of  their  **  gunpowder  popularity."  I  reckon  1  must  not  pursuit 
this  point  further,  or  I  will  get  you  raised  about  **  Old  Hickory."  Peace  to 
his  ashes  —  he  was  a  great  man,  but  entirely  too  rash.  **Sed  do  mortuis 
nil  nisi  bonum."  I  heard  Doctor  Breckenridgt?  preach  this  morning  —  lie 
came  down  from  l-rcxington  to  assist  the  preacher  here  in  the  communion 
service — he  preached  a  most  splendid  sermon.  I  could  not  help  thinking 
all  the  time  that  I  was  listening  to  a  Pennsylvanian.  I  thought  of  the 
night  that  he  recommended  you  and  Nilsy  to  wash  your  faces  —  that  samc^ 
night  that  you  stole  one  of  the  pillows  otV  of  Briceland's  sofa  and  hung  it 
upon  Creigh's  awning-post  —  do  you  remember  that  memorable  night? 
My  room-mate  is  a  I<»oco-foco,  we  have  it  hot  and  heavy  every  day  or 
two  —  he's  too  many  for  me  occasionally  —  he  would  suit  you  exactly  — 
he's  a  real  Jos.  K.  Polk  man.  I  may  probably  see  Albert  Graham  some  of 
these  days  in  Lexington,  as  that  is  the  great  central  point  for  this  part  of 
the  world. 

To  his  college-mate,   Mr.  Thomas   B.  Searight,  historian  of 
the  National  Road: 


BIOGRAPHY    OF   JAMES    G.     BLAIVE. 


W.M.I..  Jan.  14,  1848. 
Mr  DEAR  TnH  ; 

Your  d A  lueOiii,  trilling,   low-Hved,  hftlf-writteii,  one-ptiged  affair 

(which  might  by  some  he  called  «.  letter,  though  improperly)  reached  me 
A  few  evenings  .lince.  It  made  me  mad  for  a  few  minutes,  I  aMure  you. 
Why  couldnt  yon  have  written  me  a  decent  letter  while  you  were  ^  it, 
<iven  if  1  were  one  in  your  debt !  .  .  .  I  see  that  J.  has  been  elected 
U>  the  United  Stntc^  Senate,  a  poor  selection  in  my  opinion.  Why,  dmt 
you  remembftr  his  long,  dry,  uninteresting  address  delivered  to  the  alumni 

two  years  since?  and  which  by  the  way (your  favorite)  pronounced 

the  best  he  had  ever  he&rd,  and  for  no  other  reason,  I  presume,  than  that 

lie  did  not  undei'stand  a  word  of  it.    Edgar  Cowan  heat  him  all  to  h 1 

the  very  next  day  in  his  address  to  the  societies.  T  think  the  Whtgs  would 
have  showed  more  sense  in  selecting  -McKennan,  Waller  Fomard,  Joa.  R. 
Chandler,  or  indeed  fifty  other  men  in  preference,  but  the  Whig*  are  a 
fated  party  in  Pennsylvania,  mid  I  tliink  old  Geo.  Dawson's  remark  a  very 
good  one,  and  I  heard  WaLson  of  Washington  make  a  very  sensible  re- 
mark also,  that  the  "  Whigs  never  could  retain  power  in  that  State,  and 
Ihey  would  always  run  themselves  t>ut  in  three  years."  And  they  have 
let  the  Democrats  elect  the  speaker.  The  natives  do  not  always  work  with 
Whigs,  it  appeal's.  Is  not  that  speaker  the  same  man  that  your  father 
told  Billy  Roberts  was  too  much  of  ,i  Packer  man  ?  Thus,  then,  by  mis- 
management we  will  lose  our  power  in  the  old  Keystone,  and  the  next 
governor  will  be  a  Democrat. 


As  I  liavo  to  go  (lui 
finish  my  letter  until 


of  ll 


i-.lav   I 


H  country  friend  I  will  n 


ry  which  you 
L  vacsatinn  of 
*  very  lively 


I  ha>e  just  ri'turnod  from  llir  <«>nnlry  (and  Just  by  way  of  paronthcsis  I 
will  tell  yon  tliat  I  hiive  hml  ;i  most  delightful  visit  and  that  Kentucky  is 
the  place  to  hnvc  such). 

Wo  rcsiiniuil  .school  last  .^dindiiy,  January  B  (an  an 
venerali^  on  awount  of  the  inimnrtiil  -Inckson).  Wi 
three  weeks,  which  I  spent  iit  I.e\ingtiin  and  Fmukfor 
at  Frankftm  Just  now,  as  Ih.-  Legislature  is  in  session. 

They  lilwt  a  fnit.d  States  .'%ennli.r  on  the  Isl  yel.riiary,  and  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  excitement  about  who  it  shall  l>e.  It  will,  I  think,  be  either 
Kx-Ciovemor  I.etcher  or  Judge  Kolieilson  of  l,i;\ington.  It  lies  between 
them  at  piiwiciit ;  however,  one  may  withdraw  before  election  day.  They 
are  brothers-in-law  and  It  will  not  look  very  well  to  iiin  against  each  other 
—  politics  divide  many  a  family,  though. 

They  have  a  convention  next  summer  (o  amend  the  constitution  of  this 
Stale.     The  all-absoibing  'iiie^tion  is  thai  of  slavery  —  whether  it  shall  be 
:  abolished.     The   papers   have  all   taken   sides,  and   some  of 
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course  pursued.  Kentucky  has  been  ruined  by  slavery —  her  soil  and  cli- 
mate won't  admit  of  it —  she  is  too  far  north. 

The  convention  will  be  composed  of  men  of  both  parties  of  the  first 
order  of  talent,  and  the  affair  will  be  fully  and  freely  discussed.  1  wish  I 
had  you  out  here  awhile  with  me.  I  know  you  would  like  the  country  and 
the  people  so  much.  Scott  county  would  just  suit  you,  for  it  is  a  strong 
Democratic  region,  although  it  gave  a  small  majority  for  Taylor — this 
was  the  first  time  it  ever  gave  a  Whig  majority.     Polk  beat  Clay  in  it. 

Are  not  the  Ohio  I^gislatin*e  playing  well  ?  That  is  a  burning  shame  on 
the  Democratic  party.  It  is  tlie  most  ultra  State  in  the  Union  on  all  ques- 
tions. It  is  ahvays  in  one  extreme  or  another.  F  wish  they  would  turn 
right  into  it  and  have  a  civil  war.  I  presume  you  were  much  pleased  with 
Mr.  Polk's  message.  T  think  it  a  very  able  document,  but  tinctured  entirely 
too  strongly  with  i>arty  i>olitics  instead  of  national  aftairs.  It  is  a  labored 
defence  of  his  administration  and  his  different  cabinet  ofiicers. 

Walker's  report  of  the  Treasury  is  a  masterly  paper,  and  so  is  Johnson's 
post-oflice  report.     I  read  them  both  with  great  interest. 

What  do  you  do  to  amuse  yourself  away  out  in  the  country  —  you  have 
no  companions,  and  I  don't  see  how  you  get  alonij.  I>>  you  ever  have  a 
game  of  poker  nowadays?  We  ]>liiy  draw  poker  here  altogether  and  I 
don't  like  it  half  as  well  as  the  regular  old  game  we  used  to  play  at  Wash- 
ington. M.  and  R.  L.  could  have  their  ravenous  appetites  satisfied  if  they 
would  come  out  here. 

Poor  W.  —  he  fought  without  knowing  what  the  dispute  between  the  two 
countries  was  about,  it  didn't  matter  much  to  him  whether  the  Rio  Crrande 
or  the  Neuces  was  the  boundarv.     .     .     . 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  **Kxaminer''  containing  an  jiccount  of  the 
funeral  ceremonies  of  Lieut.  Irons.  It  must  have  been  an  imposing  affair. 
Dr.  King's  oration  I  consider  neat  and  apt.  He  did  not  say  enough  about 
Phillips — that  is  the  only  objection  I  could  possibly  find  to  it.  Saml.  A. 
Gilmore,  £sq.,  of  Butler,  is  to  be  Judge  K wing's  successor.  I  suppose  he  is 
an  able  jurist  from  what  I  have  seen  in  the  **  Examiner."  I  think  it  is  decid- 
edly better  that  the  judge  should  be  from  some  other  district.  He  is  then 
free  from  any  personal  feelings  pro  or  con,  and  is  entirely  untrammelled. 
iind  that  is  what  a  man  can  rarely  ever  be  in  his  own  neighborhood.  I  sup- 
pose if  the  appointment  had  been  made  in  the  district,  some  of  the  Union- 
town  lawyers  would  have  got  it  since  the  death  of  ('leaveuger,  or  would 
your  brother-in-law  have  stood  a  chance  ?  No  doubt  you  would  have  used 
all  your  influence  to  further  his  interests.  By  the  way,  that  reminds  me  of 
what  you  were  telling  me  about  you  and  the  Count  studying  law  with  him. 
Do  you  intend  to  stick  to  it,  or  is  it  just  one  of  the  freaks  of  your  imagi- 
nation, which  you  will  discard  as  soon  as  the  novelty  weai*s  otf  ?  I  advise 
you  to  hold  fast,  and  study  with  him  until  you  are  admitted.  It  is  all  you 
are  fit  for.  Suppose  you  and  the  Count  remain  in  W.  after  you  graduate, 
and  I  will  come  there  too,  and  we  will  all  three  go  into  it  together,  and  be 
admitted  at  the  same  time.    I  tell  you  the  legal  profession  would  be  benefited 
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no  1Ittl«  b7  the  addition  of  three  nudi  promising  young  men  u  Means. 
Searlght,  CUrk,  and  BUne.  Now  I  do  not  Intend  this  ftll  w  &  Joke.  I 
am  in  good  eamett  abont  atndTlag  law,  and  I  know  no  plaoe  that  I  would 
rather  do  it  in  tlum  Waahlngton.  "Om  only  dlfflonl^  I  kayo  1j  in  making 
np  mj  mind  m  to  the  ttaw  I  iball  commanoe.  I  oonld  atodj  hare  if  I 
oboae,  as  there  ie  a  law  school  oonneoted  with  the  inititats,  and  mj  duties 
will  allow  me  time  to  stud;.  Aooompaajlag  this  letter  jon  will  reoetre  a 
oop7  <rf  onr  catalogue  and  ragolatkms,  from  wUdi  70a  will  gat  a  brttar 
idea  of  the  W.H.I,  than  I  ooutd  gife  70a  \tj  wilting  for  a  mondi.  Ton 
will  see  that  the;  say  rgiadualed  No.  1  In  a  class  of  thlrty-thrse.  TUs 
was  iasoTted  without  my  knowledge ;  If  I  had  known  It  was  going  to  be 
put  in,  I  would  Itare  otg'eoted  to  It,  for  In  fact  H  is  not  strictly  true.  I  no 
more  graduated  No.  1  than  did  Tom  Forter,  or  John  Hervey,  nor  did  tkey 
any  more  than  I,  so  ttiat  Id  that  sense  I  might  be  nid  to  have  graduated 
No.  I,  for  nobody  was  above  me.  Bat  this  is  not  to  the  point:  I  was 
speaking  about  how  It  came  theie.  Mr.  HoKennan  gave  me  some  lettMS 
of  introduction  to  gentleman  in  this  part  of  the  country.  In  which  he  said 
as  a  recommendation  that  I  had  graduated  No.  1.  Johnson  saw  some  of 
these  letters,  and  that  aooounts  for  its  being  In  the  catalogue.  I  was  ab- 
HCttt  at  Frankfort  and  Lexington  the  week  )t  was  made  out  and  sent  to  Cin- 
cinnati for  publication,  and  never  saw  it  until  the  catalogues  wen  printed 
imd  olroolated.  I  have  been  thus  tedloua  in  my  explanation  of  this  matter, 
because  I  did  not  wish  you  to  think  that  I  was  fool  enough  to  have  such  a 
thing  printed  concerning  myseir.  My  class-mates  who  may  happen  to  sss 
it  will  think  that  I  am  taking  a  great  sttlF  out  here  In  Kentucky,  jut 
I)eeau90  I  happened  to  get  a  share  of  the  first  honor.  When  you  hear  anj 
remarks  of  this  kind  iiiailu  I  wish  yoii  to  give  the  explanation  which  I 
have  given  to  jini.  Tht;  Count  mentions  tiiLit  hi-  received  a  catalogue  from 
me.  I  have  not  the  slightest  recollselion  of  ever  liuving  sent  him  one ;  if 
I  ever  did  it  was  when  I  wns  ofileep.  for  I  deujmiineil  long  :igo  not  to  send 
one  |(i  Washington  withniil  prei-mling  ii  with  this  ex)i lunation. 

We  have  some  at  tliu  prettiest  girls  ubuul  here  that  ever  lived  in  the 
world.  They  beat  the  Wa-shington  girls  all  hollow,  one  always  excepted, 
laniin  love  with  about  a  half  doiten,  mid  the  only  <lif)ieulty  I  have  is  to  decide 
between  them,  an<I  it  is  no  easy  matter,  I  a:isure  yon.  Since  !  wrote  t«>you  last 
I  have  entei'eil  upon  my  dutieN,  a:id  like  leiichiiig  very  well  indeed.  I  am 
aX  present  hearing  a  eloss  in  ulgelim.  one  In  geometry,  one  in  Vjr^l,  one 
in  Ciesar,  and  one  in  the  (!reek  reailer,  no  that  I  iuive  them  from  qui,  quae, 
i|U04l  u]i  to  triiuiglcs,  circles,  and  HqiiareN.  It  ki^eps  mo  right  busy  review- 
ing, for  I  always  look  at  the  lesson  before  going  into  Ihe  section  room, 

tlintis  tlie  military  term  for  reuitation  room.  —  and  each  class  is  divided 
into  sections,  varying  in  iiiiinl-or  ;u.-<:o [-111111,'  ui  the  size  of  the  class.  This 
:iftei-noon  (Friday)  1  li.ivf  tinihirif,'  .w  all  {«  do.     The  sections  are  under 
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W.M.I.,  Georgetowx,  Kt..  Oct.  25,  /48. 
Dear  Tom: 

And  you  have  graduated  and  left  old  Washington,  no  longer  a  student, 
but  out  fully  in  the  world  as  a  man.  Well,  Tom,  it  is  not  the  thing  it  is 
cracked  up  to  be.  Give  me  a  student's  careless  life  —  nothing  to  think 
about  except  to-morrow  morning's  lesson,  and  if  he  can  only  get  through 
that  feels  perfectly  happy.  Oh,  how  you  will  think  over  these  things 
before  you  are  a  year  older.  At  present  you  do  not,  for  I  know  you  ai'e 
all  excitement  in  reganl  to  the  coming  election,  and  cannot  take  time  to 
think  of  anything  else.  But  if  I  were  you  I  would  not  rack  my  system 
about  it.  You  are  bound  to  be  defeated,  and  that,  too,  most  shamefully. 
Are  you  not  perfectly  aghast  at  the  late  result  ?  Pennsylvania  elect  a 
Whig  governor !  The  most  astonishing  thing  I  ever  heard  of.  I  do  not 
think  the  most  sanguine  Whig  ever  dreamed  of  such  a  thing.  It  must  be 
confessed  we  have  not  done  so  well  in  Ohio  as  we  wished,  but  then  you 
must  remember  that  there  existed  a  good  many  elements  of  discord  among 
the  Whigs,  which  can  all  be  smoothed  over  before  the  7th  of  November. 
Besides,  Weller  got  the  Free-soil  vote,  which  will  all  be  cast  for  Van 
Buren,  thereby  securing  Taylor  a  plurality.  But  to  tell  the  truth,  I  am 
very  much  afraid  we  will  lose  Ohio,  but  then  Pennsylvania  will  more  than 
make  up.  I  have  bet  about  sixty  dollars  on  the  election ;  about  half  of  it 
on  Taylor's  carrying    Pennsylvania.      Do    you    think    Til   win?      Your 

**  Pard"  is  elected  by  one  vote,  I  see.    He'll  go  to  h tliis  winter  certain, 

and  drink  himself  to  death.  I  should  like  well  to  see  you  just  about  this 
time  to  plague  you  about  Pennsylvania.  ...  I  had  a  delightful  trip 
down  the  river  with  the  Misses  B.  I  went  on  to  Cincinnati  with  them  and 
stayed  a  day  there.  I  received  a  letter  from  them  a  few  days  since  con- 
taining very  handsome  presents  in  the  way  of  bookmarks  —  rewards  for 
my  gallantry  !  They  are  in  Memphis.  A.  is  a  splendid  woman.  I  had  a 
blue  day  when  I  left  Wheeling,  going  away  from  home  and  parting  from 
you,  but  towards  evening  I  felt  better.  The  girls  were  so  lively  and  the 
weather  so  pleasant  that  I  could  not  help  regaining  my  spirits. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  Henry  Clay's  speech  does  not  take  in  Penn- 
sylvania; it  was  made  just  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating  the  furor  of 

the  North,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  going  to  play  the  d 1  in  the  South ;  it  is 

tinctured  too  much  with  "Abolitionism  "  to  go  down  well  there.  Henry 
has  made  another  mistake  which  will  be  apt  to  defeat  him  again.  You 
have  no  idea  how  his  friends  here  aremanojuveringfor  his  renomination. 
This  State  will  be  very  nearly  balanced  between  him  and  Taylor  when 
they  hold  tfieir  convention  at  Frankfort  in  February.  Some  of  the  Demo- 
cratic papers  of  this  State  have  Gen.  Wm.  O.  Butler  up  for  the  presidency. 
If  he  should  happen  to  be  nominated  by  your  party  it  would  be  with  great 
difficulty  that  the  Whigs  could  carry  the  State,  even  with  Clay  as  the 
nominee,  and  I  have  heard  intelligent  and  leading  Whigs  say  that  they 
would  vote  for  him,  and  that  they  believed  he  could  outrun  any  man  of 
either  party.     I  hope  they  won't  nominate  him,  for  if  they  do  the  Whigs 
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will  be  ft  uaed-op  oomnmnl^  >g>lB.  Ton  ramember  what  ft  hftid  chaaa  h» 
gftve  Oosley  for  governor  in  1844.  If  joo  nominate  Cam,  Bndunfto,  Van 
Buren,  or  any  of  those  men,  I  think  the  Whiga  stand  a  voy  good  o' 

I  have  read  President  Folk's  message  very  attandvely  and  o 
upon  the  whole  a  very  clever  document.  Upon  the  importaat 
and  eoggestions  contained  in  it  I  will  not  pretend  t»  deoidai  ba  dM^jioIt 
tjo  or  impolitic;  let  wiser  and  more  experienced  heads  tlun  mine  do  that; 
I  forbear  expressing  my  indlridoal  opinion,  aa  it  would  only  ralae  a  de- 
pute between  us.  I  will  say  this  much,  however,  in  o<nnpUment  to  Hr. 
Polk  —  he  ia  and  has  been  manly,  honorable,  and  conilstMit  In  hia  ooone 
in  regard  to  the  "  war."  But  whether  he  is  ri^t  in  that  ooime  la  anothar 
and  a  different  question. 

We  hod  "the  message  "  here  the  day  after  it  waa  dellTered,  telegraphed 
to  Cincinnati. 

The  great  "  Tom  Marshall"  made  one  of  his  very  finest  spoMliea  In 
this  place  about  a  week  ago.  He  is  warm  for  Cass  and  Bntler.  It  waa 
about  the  finest  political  speech  I  ever  listened  to.    He  did  gire  the  WUgi 

h 1  assure  yon.    I  felt  cheap  myself  in  some  parts  of  his  speooh.  bat  It 

is  all  to  no  purpose ;  cant  beat  old  Zaok  —  we  can  eleot  him  if  we  cant 
Clay.  The  longer  I  live  In  Kentucky  the  better  I  like  iL  I  wish  yon 
were  here  awhile  with  me.  I  know,  with  all  your  attachment  la  the 
old  Keystone  (which  I  so  inuch  admire  in  you),  that  you  would  aay  old 
Kentuok  is  hard  to  beat. 

We  had  a  great  time  in  our  school  on  tiie  6th  of  this  monOi  I  —  the  anid- 
versary  of  the  Iiattio  of  the  Thnmes.  Wo  bod  a  review  of  the  cadets  by 
old  IMck  Johnson,  assisted  by  Colonel  Thompson,  Fourth  Regiment  Ken- 
tucky Volutitocrs,  General  Prsilt,  and  Gurries  ami  Harmon  (two  Buena 
Viatii  heroes)  iis  auls.  It  was  an  imposing  sight  I  Assure  yon,  and  at  the 
same  time  rather  ludicrous,  Old  Dii'k  is  one  of  tlio  plainest-looking  old 
chaps  you  ever  saw.  lie  would  Kuit  Flumpsock  admirably  ;  he  is  the  most 
radical  DemiNTat  in  the  Union  ;  ho  ili<l  not  look  the  least  military.  All  the 
rest  were  iu  full  dress  and  lookud  splendidly.  I  wish  yon  could  have  been 
here.  Just  como  to  Lexington  and  you'll  see  the  prettiest  piece  of  OotTi 
hatidiwork. 

1  send  you  a  Httlr  piecu  of  Horace  Greeley's  wii  in  tlie  political  line. 
You  must  acknowledge  it  is  pretty  good,  altliongh  it  does  hit  you  Loco- 
focoB  hard.  Write  soon  afti^r  the  pr<!sidential  election  and  you  will  have 
the  pleasure  of  recording  a  glorious  Whig  victory. 

From  J.  N.  McKee,  Lexington: 

I  was  in  such  great  consternation  the  day  ynu  passed  through  that  I 
entirely  fot^ot  a  commission  I  wanted  you  to  execute  for  me  in  Pennsyl- 
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know  to  the  contrary,  that  you  have  eaten  good  bread  made  out  of  Kentucky 
wheat.  As  good  flour  as  I  ever  saw  has  been  made  out  of  wheat  grown 
in  Ganara.  .  .  .  Now  for  the  commission  itself.  Invest  the  amount 
enclosed  in  flour.  I  dare  say  your  father  will  be  a  lirst-rate  judge  of  the 
article,  and  Brownsville  will  be  a  convenient  point  to  ship  from  —  more  so 
than  Washinofton  —  as  the  river  is  exceedingly  low.  I  presume  freight 
will  be  high.  By  the  time  you  are  ready  to  leave,  the  water  will  perhaps 
be  up.     .     .     . 

I  hope  you  may  l>e  able  to  get  a  good  situation  on  the  road  next  spring. 

To  Mr.  T.  B.  Searight : 

April  8,  1849. 

God  only  knows  when  Til  get  away  from  here.  .  .  .  Directly  after 
the  organization  of  the  new  (Cabinet,  1  thought  of  applying  for  a  clerkship 
in  the  Home  Department,  as  Ewing  (who  presides  over  that  branch  of  the 
Cabinet)  is  a  relative  of  mints.  Subsequent  events  have  determined  me  to 
withdraw  my  application  and  now  I  am  not  in  the  ring  at  all.* 

I  do  not  tlunk  this  is  to  be  at  all  regretted,  as  very  probably  a  resi- 
dence of  four  years  at  Washington  would  prove  anything  else  than  ad- 
vantageous to  me.  1  would  not  expect  to  make  any  money,  and  I  might 
contract  habits  ruinous  to  my  future  prospects.  Xtjvertlieless  I  nmst  con- 
fess that  it  would  be  quite  charming  to  be  in  Washington  and  see  h<jw  the 
wheels  of  government  rovolv*?  and  how  the  wires  are  pulled.  .  .  . 
Although  there  have  been  few  remorals  made,  you  Democrats  need  not 
flatter  yourselves  that  this  :idniinistration  is  going  to  play  the  *'  betwixt  and 
between'*'*  —  pursue  a  temporizing  policy.  You  will  find  that  about  June 
and  July  and  along  there  the  heads  will  begin  to  come  olV  pretty  rapidly. 
I  am  looking  for  and  hoping  for  a  Qeneral  DecapitcUion,  I  have  had  some 
advices  from  headquartei*s,  and  this  opinion  is  formed  from  them. 

This  State  is  at  present  all  agitation  on  the  subject  of  tlie  convention 
which  assembles  next  winter  to  remodel  the  constitution.  Slavery  is  the 
great  question.  You  have  no  doubt  skiew  Mr.  Clay's  letter.  He  is  strong 
for  emancipation  and  colonization,  but  he  hzus  many  bitter  and  able  op2>o- 
nents  to  encounter,  and  the  day  has  long  since  gone  by  when  Henry  Clay's 
will  was  law  in  Kentucky.  This  county  (Scott)  will  be  apt  to  send  one  of 
the  most  able  men  in  the  State  as  her  delegate  —  Jas.  I.  Robinson  —  you 
have  never  heard  of  him,  though  by  many  he  is  accounted  the  ablest  lawyer 
in  the  State.  He  is  opposed  to  emancipation  in  ev(>ry  shape  and  form 
and  I  have  no  doubt  a  large  majoritj-  (say  two-thirds)  of  the  delegates 
returned  will  be  his  supporters.  So  the  Abolitionists  in  the  North  may 
console  themselves  with  the  reflection  that  their  ultra  course  has  created 
this  reaction  in  the  public  pulse  of  Kentucky. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  bill  for  the  new  county  is  again  lost.  I  want 
old  Washington  to  remain  in  her  integrity.     I  expect  tliey  will  finally 

1  Chief  of  '*  the  eabeequent  events  "  was  that  Mr.  Ewing  kindly  diMnaded  him  from  even 
•pplyinf  for  a  clerkehlp. 
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1  In  getting  the  bill  passed;  thej  c 
time ;  it  wu  lost  this  time  by  r  lie  vote  I  belisTe.     Do  jon  know  wbetbsr 
we  «t  West  Brownsville  woold  be  in  the  new  or  oldf 

No  two  StAtee  in  the  Union  fnumiie  better  diia  the  old  KejrstODe  end 
Kentucky,  thoogti  one  be  ^Vhlg  and  tba  otlier  DemocmL 

I  intend  to  commence  the  atndy  of  Iaw  regnluiy  this  snmmor.  itj  pr» 
ueptor  will  be  Jndge  Robwtson  of  Lexington,  one  of  tlie  lint  Uwyen  of 
the  State. 


From  J.N.  McKee: 

Lbxdivkhi,  Deo.  4,  U6l. 

You  are  wise  In  leaving  that  institution :  it  required  aU  the  energy  of 
such  a  nuu  as  Colonel  Johnson  to  sustain  it.  That  imoe  withdimwn,  with 
the  tormidablo  opposition  it  will  have  to  Mtntend  with,  it  will  be  more 
than  the  present  teculty  can  uphold,  and  I  think  yon  are  ri^t  not  to  be 
buried  in  its  ruins.  I  am  perfectly  disgusted  wltii  trade,  but  you  an 
youDg  enough  to  lose  and  make  a  fortnoe.  May  you  be  as  snooeMfnl  ■> 
your  most  sanguine  expectations. 

From  hiB  motiier: 

Eluabzth,  Christmas  Enolng,  18GS. 

Mr  BELOVED  SOM: 

Vours  nf  llii^  l''JiI  I  this  (lay  rt-oeived  with  llie  very  luneptable  Christ- 
inas gift,  for  wliii-li  I  ;rivt'  you  many  tlhiiiks.  liavi'  yon  no  vacation  at 
this  time  in  ihe  institution  ?  I  heunl  from  M.  iliat  you  i>xpccted  one  aad 
intnndeii  going  to  Augusta  and  having  your  wife  return  with  you.  1  fear 
you  ui-e  Icopt  too  busy,    ...   1  am  indeed  sorry  to  hear  that  you  do  not 

enjoy  yourself  at  .     How   or   why  have  you  SO  poor  an   opinion  of 

liis  young  and  haudsome  wife  ?  I  would  have  you  to  be  at  all  dmes  kind 
and  polite  to  tlicm  both.  .  ,  .  Have  you  miide  many  oetfuainlances  in  Phil- 
ailelphia  ?  How  do  you  spend  your  spare  time  if  you  have  any  ?  And  you 
have  never  yet  told  uie  how  you  spi^Tul  your  Siuulays.  Sot,  I  fear,  as  1 
wish,  in  atteniiin<;  chureh ;  but  diis,  Jimi,  I  f(«ur  iii  an  unpleasant  subject 
anil  one  that  you  think  I  have  no  right  to  Hjioak  of ;  but  you  will  forgive  me 
lis  you  will  know  my  anxious  desire  to  sei-  you  a  practical  Christian.  .  .  . 

Your  uncle  Willie  has  made  up  his  mind  to  go  We$it.  ...  I  would 
much  mther  it  were  otherwise.  I  caiinol  W'ttt  the  tiiought  of  parting  from 
my  only  brother  in  our  olil  ilaj'S.  Never,  never  will  either  of  us  in  this 
world  spend  ;i«  h:i](|)y  liny^  ;»■<  we  once  did.  I'oor  unele  Frank  seems  verj" 
near  to  me.     I  will  ever  lovi'  bim  tor  iht;  unijiumiled  love  he  had  for  your 

It  ¥..     Her  death  wa,s  about  my  llrst  great  trouble,  but  what  was  it  o 
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one  she  has  and  wishes  very  much  you  could  see  how  beautiful  she  looks 
in  it.    She  knows  you  would  think  her  almost  as  pretty  as  Stannie.    .    .    . 

Mage  is  the  very  soul  of  honor  and  correctness,  although  she  has  some 
little  faults  to  contend  with.  You  ought  to  be  very  partial  to  her,  for  I 
think  she  loves  you  as  dearly  iis  it  is  possible  for  one  person  to  love  an- 
other. She  told  me  the  other  day  that  if  you  were  to  <lie,  all  happiness  in 
this  world  to  her  wouhl  l>e  gone  forever.  ... 

Do  you  have  no  idea  of  visiting  us  before  July  9  Oh,  it  seems  so  long, 
long  to  wait  till  then.  ...  I  hope,  my  dearest  cliild,  this  has  been  to  you 
a  happy  Christmas.  And  may  you  have  many,  many,  my  own  dearest 
s(m. 

To  Mr.  T.  Ji.  Searight: 

£uz A  BETH,  July  7,  186.S. 

Your  letter  did  not  reach  me  until  many  weeks  after  it  was  >vritten,  and 
then  1  rhancod  to  S4»c  my  name  amon^  list  oi  advertised.     .     .     . 

I  am  here  without  wife  or  ehild,  they  having  gone  on  to  New  England 
to  si>end  the  sununer.  I  will  be  in  this  region  during  this  month  and  a  pait 
of  next,  and  it  is  my  most  anxious  desire  to  meet  you  and  the  Count.  .  .  . 
I  cannot  make  any  appointment  of  a  meeting  because  1  know  nothing  of 
your  engagements  nor  of  the  Count's.  I  lay  myself,  however,  subject  to 
your  commands,  an<l  will  most  gladly  meet  you  at  any  placuj  you  may  des- 
ignate; but  meet  you  and  the  Count  I  must,  or  else  I  shall  return  to  Phila- 
delphia, bitterly  disappointed  in  one  of  the  gi'eatest  pleasures  anticipat<Mt 
in  mv  visit." 

Where  is  **TarilV?"  I  am  very  anxious  to  see  him.  If  in  Uniontown 
I  shall  certainly  see  him  if  I  have  to  come  all  the  way  on  purpose. 

EuzABETii,  Friday,  Aug.  6,  1853. 

After  more  than  a  week^s  delay  I  redeem  my  promise  of  sending  you  the 
Count's  letter.  You  will  observe  it  has  the  regular  country-squire  fold  to 
it.  No  one  but  a  Cross  Creek  or  Robinson  Township  **  Justice  "  would 
give  a  sheet  of  foolscap  the  shape  this  has. 

I  leave  to-morrow  or  next  day  for  Philadelphia,  and  thence  to  Xew  Eng- 
land, returning  to  Philadelphia  by  September  1.  I  am  sincen»ly  sorry  that 
the  trio  can't  have  a  reunion,  but  since  the  Count  speaks  so  mournfully 
about  the  probability  of  its  being  the  last  meeting,  I  feel  inclined  to  put  it 
off  for  some  time  —  don't  you  ? 

Have  you  paid  another  visit  to  Miss ?     If  you  are  really  struck,  all 

I  have  to  say  is  '*  pusi<evre7'e,"'  and  if  you  should  not  make  the  landing, 
there  is  nothing  lost  in  honor  or  purse.  Write  me  in  regard  to  your  success 
if  you  make  the  effort.  My  own  marriage  only  makes  me  sympathize  the 
more  warmly  in  all  affairs  of  this  kind. 

My  address  after  tiret  September  will  be  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  Philadelphia. 
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MA  INK. 

MR.  BLAINE'S  post-office  addreas,  after  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, was,  an  he  hud  declared  it  would  be,  the  PhiU- 
delphia  Iiiatitute  for  the  Blind,  but  only  for  a  few  weeks.  All 
unwittingly  he  had  found  the  road  —  and  it  was  llie  National 
Road. 

He  had  adopted  teaching  not  as  an  ultimate  professioii,  only 
as  the  next  step  ;  but  he  had  none  tlie  less  taught  with  ardor, 
devotion,  success,  and  happiness.  His  experience  was  at  the 
two  extremes  of  confident  strength  and  pathetic  helplessness, — 
with  the  young  cadets  of  the  military  institute,  vigorous,  fieiy, 
impulsive,  eager  to  try  and  not  loath  to  show  their  mettle,  and 
with  the  young  pupils  of  the  blind  asylum,  groping'their  way 
thniugh  the  darklH1s^  i>l'  an  urisffn  world,  —  and  to  both  his 
priifi.und  syiuiiiuiiy  bniujjhi  full  jiml  eager  stTvicc.  In  per- 
forming  his  duties  lit-  nt-vt-r  Limsiilted  the  contniet,  but 
wrought  "ut  i>t'  the  abuiidaiH'c  iif  liis  own  nature,  and  over- 
HIIoil  his  iiiisilidn  with  unstinted  generosity,  with  joyous  co:^ 
(liiility.  Instinctively  he  iileniilicd  Uia  own  i]itcrc»t»  with  those 
iif  liis  iissin'iiiles.  As  yiiiiiig  iis  some  "f  his  (-a< lets,  ho  not  only 
laiight  iDi.l  trained  iheir  minds  l«  aeuiinicy  and  breadth,  but  he 
It'll  they  were  wii>ng,  and  discern  the 
It  ii>  sei-.  Thnnigh  the  corridors  of 
te[i  \\as  as  elastie.  his  mind  as  alert 
If:  still  kt'iit  an  outlook  on  the  law 
iished  himself  uii  his  daily  duties, 
the  iTislitutiiiii,  look  part  in  the 
mueh    fidelity  and 
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Twenty-two  yeara  afterwards,  an  lissociate  teacher  in  the  in- 
stitute, who  had  but  rai-ely  seen  him  through  the  intervening 
years,  wrote  : 

I  trust  that  out  of  this  seeming  defeat  you  will  >vin  a  richer  victory — 
that  the  world  will  be  permitted  to  see  a  man  who  finds  a  defeat  only  an 
incentive  to  battle  more  strongly  and  vigorously  for  the  right  —  a  man 
who  is  able  to  forget  himself,  and  by  his  nobleness  and  devotion  to  his 
country  bring  to  it  untold  blessings. 

Loving  you  for  all  that  you  wen*  to  me,  and  all  that  I  knew  you  to  be 
in  yourself,  in  the  years  long  ago,  and  proud  of  you  for  all  that  you  liave 
been  since,  and  sure  that  the  Lord  knows  what  he  is  about  when  he  does 
not  let  us  throw  up  our  hats  for  you  in  the  coming  election,  under  all 
circumstances,  I  am  vour  friend. 

It  was  in  the  railroad  train  on  the  way  from  Augusta  back 
to  Philadelphia  that  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Dorr,  who  had  been 
one  of  the  owners  and  conductors  of  the  Kennebec  Journal, 
and  was  still  interested  in  its  fortunes. 

At  that  time,  Mr.  Blaine  was  known  to  the  people  of  Augusta 
only  as  they  had  seen  him  in  his  short  vacation  visits,  but  Mr. 
Doit  had  reached  the  conclusion  that  he  was  the  man  to  take 
charge  of  the  chief  journal  of  the  Statt* ;  and  he  represented 
the  matter  to  Mr.  Blaine  so  attractively  that  he  immediately 
took  it  into  consideration  and  consultation. 

Luther  Severance,  Simon  Cameron,  and  Russell  Eaton,  three 
young  men,  were  working  together  in  the  oflice  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  at  Washington,  when  the  Whigs  of  Maine 
conceived  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Whig  newspaper  in  their  State.  Mr.  Severance  and  Mr.  Eaton 
were  selected  as  men  whose  mental  ability  and  practical  expe- 
rience fitted  them  for  the  undertaking.  They  were  invited  to 
Maine,  and  in  1825  the  first  number  of  the  paper,  the  Ken- 
nebec Journal,  was  issued.  It  continued  under  their  control 
till  1833,  when  Mr.  Eaton  withdrew  and  Mr.  Severance  con- 
ducted it  alone  until  1839,  and  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Dorr 
until  1850. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Dorr  appealed  strongly  to  Mr. 
Blaine's  political  tjistes.  The  probability  that  the  State 
printing  would  be  awarded  to  the  Journal  by  the  \vinter 
Legislature  was  presented  Jis  an  additional  pecuniar}-  induce- 
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in«nt.  He  did  not  hoHitate,  but  urniLgvil  witli  the  i'hila- 
delphia  iiiHtitutiuii  that  liis  rUHi(;iml'uiii  should  be  accepted  w 
soon  ati  a  peraoii  should  he  found  ta  tnko  bu  place,  and  <>n 
NovcmbiT  10.  1854,  llic  Kniiiifln'c  .louriial  oiiiioHiioed  that 
the  tmUhluhiiicnt  hail  been  "kdIiI  to  Messrs.  Josepb  Uaker 
and  J.  G.  Blaine,  who  wnuld  thoreaftar  condimt  ita  ediUirial 
and  biuiuc»s  alTaira." 

The  Journal  wax  nhliged  tr>  ndniil  thai  Mr.  DUtinc  had 
■•  come  amiuig  iia  a  comparative  fttraiiger."  but  plvaded  m  rebul* 
lal  thai  h(i  wtm  a  geiillumaii  of  docided  talent  mid  of  wide  travel, 
—  a  stronger  adjective  perhaps  than  would  at  tliis  day  be 
allowed  t4)  bin  modest  nioaudijrings. 

Mr.  lUaine  waM  a  coiii[>arative  i^tranger  iti  the  StaUi,  bat  be 
WHS  not  luipreimrod  for  his  work.  It  had  becu  the  uniutKinH*ni 
uf  hia  vacations  to  j^i  up  to  tbi;  State  Huuac  and  bury  himself 
in  NUes's  He^t^r  and  in  local  raeonls.  by  which  be  apeedily 
absorbed  and  Hs^iitnilat^d  the  history  uf  the  StMte.  and  was 
thus  able  to  lend  a  ntrfrng,  eager,  and  xhaping  hand  to  iU 
future  oourae. 

The  time  was  ouc  of  sitvh  nientul  and  t.-niol40tial  upheaval  m 
marka  at  intervals  the  upward  path  of  humanity.  The  great 
landmark  of  past  undvi-st  an  dings,  tilwnys  niisundenttaadiugii< 
of  oomprouiisQii  patriotically  lioimeived  and  eonsoientiously 
undertaken  for  union  betwucn  North  and  South,  hud  just  been 
swept  away  in  the  repeal  of  (he  Missouri  coinpromist.  and  the 
North  was  glowing  towards  the  whit^heut  of  the  great  civil 
war.  To  the  immediat*^  actunt  and  spcutatura.  the  repeal  was 
a  brazen  betrayal  of  faith.  Following  the  jia^tsage  and  enforce- 
ment of  the  laMl  fugitive  »lave  law,  it  seemed  a  wanton  aud 
wicked  rending  of  a  national  oompnut  suleniuly  mode  and 
sacredly  kept  for  thirty-two  years.  In  the  procesaion  of  tJme, 
it  was  a  constituent  part  of  what  Mr.  Seward  discerned  as  an 
irrepressible  eonllict,  which  no  pledge,  however  solemn  or 
sacred,  cmdd  prevent  or  compose,  a  i»>mpromi8e  which  the 
most  determined  resolution  could  not  peryietuale.  It  was  the 
evei^rising  tide  of  cuiiisciene^,  rvachbg  in  these  ]«tt«r  daya 
the  higli-water  mark  of  a  distinct  coii»i-iousuess  of  th«  vala« 
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The  conflict  had  not  become  more  real,  only  more  manifest. 
The  political  ferment  was  radical.  The  old  party  lines  were 
broken  up,  and  new  combinations  were  inevitable. 

In  Maine,  the  nascent  Republican  party  won  its  first  victory 
in  September,  and  the  immediate  question  was  what  to  do  with 
it.  When  the  Legislature  assembled  in  January,  interest  was 
keen  in  the  popular  mind  as  to  how  its  organization  should 
be  completed,  and  what  should  be  its  policy  and  measures. 
The  Whig  organization  had  been  maintained,  and  the  Free  Soil 
and  "  Morrill  Democratic  "  party  liad  been  maintained,  but  the 
Whig  party  hjid  dwindled  from  46,000  in  1840  to  14,000  in 
1854,  while  the  vote  for  Anson  P.  Morrill  ran  up  to  45,000.  At 
least  one-half  of  the  14,000  were  estimated  to  be  in  perfect 
sympathy  with  the  Republican  or  Morrill  party,  and  were  only 
retained  in  the  old  Whig  organization  by  the  force  of  a  regular 
nomination.  This  was  unequivocal  testimony  against  the  slave 
democracy  and  the  Administration. 

The  choice  of  Mr.  Blaine  as  editor  was  speedily  justified. 
His  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  political  history  of  the 
country,  his  ready  comprehension  of  the  issues  pending,  his 
familiarity  with  the  characteristics  and  personal  history  of 
prominent  persons,  surprised  even  his  friends.  His  reviews  of 
measures  and  his  judgments  of  men  were  correspondingly  just 
and  incisive.     He  fought  not  as  one  that  beateth  the  air. 

Joseph  Baker,  Esq.,  father  of  Orville  Baker,  the  brilliant 
ex-Attomey-General  of  Maine,  was  a  leading  lawyer  of  the 
State,  and  the  exactions  of  his  profession  made  it  impracticable 
for  him  to  retain  active  part  in  the  newspaper.  Mr.  Blaine  had 
seen  and  copied  into  his  paper,  with  strong  commendation,  an 
unsigned  article  on  the  political  situation,  written  by  Rev.  John 
L.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  Stevens  had  noted  with  what  signal  clear- 
ness and  cogency,  with  what  superior  insight  and  intellectual 
force,  the  young  Pennsylvanian  was  handling  the  prevailing 
topics  of  public  discussion.  Without  the  knowledge  of  either, 
a  meeting  was  arranged  by  influential  friends  between  Mr. 
Stevens  and  Mr.  Blaine,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  from  that  first 
meeting  they  had  become  associate  owners  and  editors  of  the 
Kennebec  Journal.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  friendship 
which   extended  without  break   for  thirty-eight  years.      *'  As 
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freshly  as  of  yesterday,"  says  Mr.  Stevens,  '^I  mnember  his 
appearance  as  I  first  saw  him  at  twen^-fiTe.  His  handsonie 
peiBOD,  his  sttikiiig  featnrea,  lus  large.  Itutroas  flyea,  and  lua 
whole  ezpressioD  of  face  spoke  the  man  of  ganina  and  intel- 
lectual power." 

To  the  two  young  men  —  for  Mr.  Stevens  was  soaroety  ten 
years  the  senior  of  Mr.  Blaine  —  there  was  nothing  forbidding  or 
formidable,  on  the  contrary,  there  was  somewhat  atfaractiTe  and 
stimulating,  in  the  formation  and  appearance  of  a  new  party. 
Tley  at  once  and  eageriy  determined  to  follow  their  prindplea 
into  the  Republican  party  rather  than  to  "lie  down  aadfold 
oar  arms  and  do  nothing  in  this  great  final  stmg^  between 
slavery  and  freedom.  We  will  help  bear  the  glorioua  banner 
of  Republican  liber^  on  to  victory  till  our  government  ia  oob* 
ptetely  and  forever  divorced  from  slavery,  and  wielded  to  aeenn 
the  Ueaungs  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posteri^! " 

Hie  new  party  stood  to  them  for  freedom,  tempetanoe, 
river  and  harbor  improvement  within  oonstitntional  limitB, 
homesteads  for  freemen,  a  just  administiation  of  the  poblie 
lands  of  the  Stete  and  nation,  and  for  edncation  as  the  ani«rt 
safeguard  of  republican  institutions.  A  department  was  to  be 
devoted  each  week  to  ivligious  intelligence.  And  they  modestly 
continued:  "With  what  ahility  nr  what  success  we  may  labor, 
we  shall  leave  others  to  judge  ^  we  can  only  pledge  honest 
impulses  and  faithful  endeavors."  They  declared  the  great 
Re]iublican  party  to  be  fairly  inaugurated  iuto  power  in  Maine, 
"  with  a  jMipular  good-will,  a  jireslige  of  success,  and  the  elements 
of  permanency  such  as  no  party  has  had  since  the  birth  of  our 
State.  .  .  .  Let  it  be  not  merely  tlie  inauguration  of  a  new 
party,  but  tbe  exaltation  of  princiiile  abi>ve  party." 

Clear  eyes  at  the  South  foresaw  dissolution  of  the  Union  or 
extinction  of  slaverj-  as  the  outcome  of  the  Republican  party. 
The  Charleston  Mercury'  foretold  "no  pas^^ing  effervescence, 
Imt  u  great  movement;  progress  a  law  of  its  being,  victory 
the  law  of  its  agitation."  The  Maine  editors,  on  the  con- 
trarv.  saw  in  it  not  the  i1is.solutioii  of  the  Union,  but  ite  sal- 
Hn;>i   wr>^   rid".      1' 
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future.  It  was  the  establishment  of  a  new  Union  founded  on 
the  rock  of  ages,  the  right  of  the  human  being.  Certainly  no 
party  ever  had  a  more  immaculate  conception  or  a  holier 
nativity  than  the  Republican  party. 

A  bill,  very  important  to  the  private  success  of  the  two  young 
men,  piissed  both  branches  of  the  Legishiture,  making  the  Ken- 
nebec Journal  the  State  paper,  in  which  should  be  published 
all  laws  and  resolves  of  a  public  nature,  and  all  advertisements, 
notices,  and  orders  required  to  be  published.  Their  work  was 
so  well  done  that  even  their  rivals  complimented  them  on  the 
highly  creditable  style  in  which  their  reports  were  issued,  in 
response  to  which  the  Journal  rather  saucily  congratulated 
its  "  Hunker  contemporaries ''  that,  "  however  awry  their  politi- 
cal principles,  they  know  what  good  printing  is ! '' 

To  one  recalling  incidents  of  this  time,  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  in 
1868  : 

I  love  these  reminiscences  that  give  us  a  life  glimpse  of  what  we  really 
were  a  dozen  or  fifteen  years  ago.  \  know  myself  that  T  must  have  been 
green  enough  in  those  days  —  but  I  never  imagined  it  at  the  time.  Was  I 
not  then  editing  the  leading  Republican  paper  of  Maine  ?  Was  T  not  then 
State  printer,  making  $4,000  a  year  and  spending  $600,  a  ratio  between 
outlay  and  income  which  I  have  never  since  been  able  to  establish  and 
maintain  ?  Bless  me,  how  rich  I  should  grow  if  I  should  only  now  come 
into  the  annual  receipt  of  seven  times  my  outlay  —  and  yet  that  was  just 
my  charming  condition  in  those  delightful  days. 

But  no  personal  compliments  or  private  profits  kept  the 
Kennebec  Journal  from  girding  itself  for  battle.  It  went 
not  simply  where  the  fight  was  hottest,  but  it  made  the  hottest 
of  the  fight  —  confronting  the  determination  of  the  slave  power 
to  extend  and  perpetuate  slavery  with  an  ec^ual  determination 
to  limit  and  destroy  it  —  confronting  the  arrogant  demand  for 
concession  of  superiority  with  as  lordly  an  assertion  and  a 
wiser  maintenance  of  equal  condition  and  rights.  "  The  Ne- 
braska swindle"  was  an  objective  point,  a  living  contention. 
On  the  final  passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill  Northern  Statesman- 
ship solemnly  pronounced  that  all  compromises  with  slavery 
were  henceforth  at  an  end.  Every  issue  of  the  Journal 
was  a  series  of  blows  boyish  sometimes  in  their  directness, 
but   manfully  aimed  and  delivered,  manfully  muscular,  swift, 
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nntjring.  effective.  Every  blow  consolidated  the  party  and 
nonfoiinded  the  opfKisitinii.  The  cuiitidmioe  and  fttrungth  of 
t:Iie  young  (>dir4int  infiuted  con6(ienco  and  inarenseil  atreogtb, 
uud  raadv  many  adliercnUi  to  the  new  cause. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  then  both  chairman  and  ttecreljiry  of  the 
Itnpublioan  State  Committee,  and  was  too  deeply  absorbed  in 
offorte  at  Itcpublieau  organization  to  devote  much  time  to  edi- 
torial work,  so  that  most  of  the  ably  written  articles  and  cauatio 
paraj^pha  publinhed  in  the  Kennebec  Journal  ia  the  cam- 
jMii^rn  of  1856,  and  copied  ortensively  in  and  out  of  the  State, 
were  written  by  Mr.  Blaine. 

The  madneKH  of  slaverj-  about  to  be  destroyed  gave  innamer- 
ablo  points  DTI  which  the  alert  (uo  never  ceiiaed  to  ring  the 
changes.  The  fugitive  slave  law,  which  o|>enud  thp  whole  North 
00  a  h\intiag-gronnd  to  the  slave-oatchpr.  and  bmught  slavery 
in  it«  most  odious  and  lenst  defensible  form  Id  the  very  doors, 
before  the  very  eye;*,  of  henjditary  fi-eemenj  the  overthrow  of 
liarriers  ogainat  ulavery  in  the  new  turritoritu^  openly  thrRateii- 
iiig  freedom  with  tlie  purumneiit  political  supremacy  of  vUvery, 
—  were  all  Uiat  won  necessary  to  roiiae  Ruepicious  and  amoul- 
dcring  wrath  to  Qame,  and  the  strong  young  manhood  of  free 
iiiatitutinns  had  tlient-efortli  bnt  one  [lasition  ^  wborever  slavery 
showed  head  <n  band  or  font,  to  smite  it. 

Thus  it  iMvnit'  ttiat  ttie  N'l'brtieka  bill,  insiead  uf  oontlrming 
llie  oomproniiMe  of  1M.~)0  and  strengthening  hannony.  brought 
resentment  and  disi-ortt.  Instead  of  two  slave  States,  it  gave  to 
the  Union  two  free  States:  instead  of  bounding  Free  Soil,  it 
made  Free  Soil  of  the  whole  nation. 

Abroad  the  world  was  not  becalmed.  Mr.  Perley,  of  Now 
Hrunawiok,  was  in  WasbingUni  inlitrviewing  tbc  President  and 
Secretary  Man-y  and  Mr.  Cushiug  and  Mr.  Orampton  on  the 
Reciprocity  Treaty  with  Canada.  Fmnce,  England,  uid  Sao- 
dinia  were  leagued  in  (be  great  Crimean  war  10  limit  Rtum 
in  ttw  Blaok  sea,  and  Ui  l»ar  from  the  East  ber  gigantic  and 
lorrible  ste[w.  In  tlte  ver>*  first  issue  of  the  puper  after  Mr. 
Bhune  assumed  tbc  editorial  ebair,the  annexation  of  Hawaii  waa 
presented  as  an  imme«lint4>  and  American  question.     Hr.  Serer^ 
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served  in  both  branches  of  the  Maine  Liegislature,  and  had  twice 
been  sent  to  the  lower  house  of  Congress.  He  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  President  Taylor  commissioner  to  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  sailed  from  Boston  August  22, 1851,  reaching  Hono- 
lulu January  12, 1852.  In  this  station  he  bore  himself  so  admi- 
rably that  the  king  desired  him  to  remain  as  Secretary  of  foreign 
affairs.  He  did  not  accept  the  offer,  but  he  ever  cherished  a 
lively  concern  in  the  fortunes  of  this  peculiarly  interesting  little 
kingdom.  It  was  during  his  stay  there  that  the  question  of 
annexation  became  prominently  agitated  for  the  first  time,  and 
he  prepared  a  paper  upon  it  whose  pertinence  and  value  have 
lost  nothing  from  subsequent  events.  At  the  time  of  Mr. 
Blaine's  advent,  Mr.  Severance  was  regarded  somewhat  as  editor 
emeritus^  and  not  only  by  his  successor  on  the  Journal,  but 
by  Maine  citizens  generally,  was  held  in  warm  and  high  respect. 
Mr.  Blaine's  acquaintance  with  him  was  brief,  Mr.  Severance 
dying  that  winter,  but  his  appreciation  of  the  man  induced 
him  to  write  for  the  Journal  a  memorial  sketch  of  the  life  of 
Luther  Severance,  which  was  afterwards  published  in  pamphlet 
form. 

Mr.  Stevens,  born  and  schooled  in  Kennebec,  avowed  on  as- 
suming editorship  that  his  earliest  political  knowledge  was  drawn 
from  the  pages  of  Luther  Severance,  ''  whose  light  still  lingers 
on  us  like  the  rays  of  the  sun  on  the  mountains,  ere  it  goes 
down,"  and  spoke  '*  with  reverence  and  joy  through  a  medium 
made  almost  classic  by  his  labors.'' 

Hon.  Elisha  Allen,  of  Maine,  was  then  Speaker  of  the  Hawaiian 
House  of  Representatives,  a  position  which  was  said  to  be  as 
onerous  as  it  was  honorable,  from  the  ignorance  of  the  Hawaiians 
regarding  parliamentary  forms.  Of  the  twenty-seven  native 
members  only  six,  including  the  Speaker,  were  whites  or  under- 
stood Englisli,  and  half  the  native  Hawaiians  had  never  even 
seen  a  legislative  assembly  before.  With  Judge  Allen  Mr. 
Blaine  sustained  cordial  connections  in  private  and  public  life  till 
the  New  Year's  day  when,  full  of  years  and  honors,  the  Dean  of 
the  Diplomatic  Corps  fell  dead  in  the  White  House. 

Through  his  relations  with  such  men  Mr.  Blaine  acquired  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  resources,  history,  character,  and 
aspirations  of  the  island  kingdom,  and  shared  with  them  an 
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interMt,  personal  as  well  as  political  and  patriotio,  in  its  oon- 
dition  and  destiny. 

Annezation  seemed  coming  on  apace.  Mr.  Sereianee  wm 
writing  from  his  vantage  ground  of  familiari^  with  both 
nations,  and  strangely  enough  the  questions  which  were  con- 
volsing  America  were  affecting  also  the  policy  of  the  gentie 
island.  The  compromise  intended  to  open  way  for  slaTciy  in 
Utah  and  New  Mexico,  the  repeal  of  compromise  to  open 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  to  slavery,  and  the  ary  of  squatter  sovei^ 
eignty  frightened  the  Hawaiians.  Slavery  was  prohibited  hy 
the  Hawaiian  constitution,  but  if  Hawaii  were  annexed,  they 
feared  they  would  be  made  slaves  under  tiie  Nebraska  bill,  or 
even  become  the  prey  of  marauding  filibusters  from  San  Fr«a- 
oisco.  In  August,  1858,  the  British  Consul  had  offered  the  king 
formal  remonstrance  i^ainst  annexation.  Through  the  oolumns 
of  the  Journal,  from  the  pens  of  Maine  Hawuians,  the  que^ 
tion  of  annexation  was  ably  presented,  sometimes  as  the  only 
ultimate  resource  against  anarchy.  Negotiations  were  be- 
lieved to  be  far  advanced,  and  "probably,"  wrote  a  oone- 
spoudent  from  Hawaii,  "  ere  this  time  next  year,  we  ihall 
again  be  under  the  stars  and  stripes."  Of  2,000  whites  and 
70,000  iiative»,  nearly  all  Ameri<^»iiM  were  in  favor  of  annex- 
ation ;  the  (reniians  stood  tliree  to  one.  The  Scotch  were 
somewhat  indifCercnt.  Tlte  iiieri-Mntile  iuid  commercial  motive 
was  stiMUfj:  the  sugtir-iilanters  wanted  annexation  to  avoid 
a  thirty  l>er  cent,  duty  anil  get  a  thirty  per  cent,  protection. 
Engtixh  land-holders  were  not  ii]i|Kised  to  i(.  since  it  would 
raise  the  price  of  their  IuiiiIh.  The  iliiefn,  who  owned  laige 
tracts  of  land  which  yielded  little  income  after  compulsory  labor 
was  atolished,  saw  that  they  would  prolil  by  it.  Of  the  niis- 
Rionarv  work,  the  Journal  s|Hike  without  Nentinieut,  but  its 
factH  were  wignificant.  Until  the  airivul  of  the  missionaries  in 
18:20  the  natives  had  no  written  liinguage,  no  ret^orded  laws  or 
titles  to  lands,  or  to  anything  else.  '*  The  authority  of  the  king 
was  jwiraniount,"  and  it  was  as  constitutional  for  him,  Kameha- 
mehii  I.,  when  he  conquered  the  i.slands  to  assume  ownerehip  of 
the  efinquered  lands  as  it  was  for  William  of  Xnrmandy.     The 
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John  li,  who  remembered  seeiug  his  father,  a  native  priest, 
oflBciate  at  a  human  sacrifice.  An  annual  labor-school  for  the 
children  of  missionaries  was  under  the  chief  care  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Dole,  a  "  Kennebecker,''  father  of  President  Dole,  of  the  Provis- 
ional Government  established  in  1893.  The  English  school  for 
half-castes  was  taught  by  G.  B.  C.  Ingraham,  a  native  of  Hallo- 
well.  In  Maui  there  was  a  school  for  native  children  under  Rev. 
Mr.  Alexander,  father  of  Professor  Alexander  now  of  Honolulu. 
If  the  islands  should  be  admitted  as  a  State,  these  Maine  men 
avowed  that  they  could  send  "better  representatives  than  the 
average."  In  1843  England  and  France  agreed  not  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  islands  either  as  a  protectorate  or  otherwise,  and  in- 
vited the  United  States  to  enter  into  the  compact.  The  United 
States  declined,  but  all  agreed  to  protect  the  islands  against 
filibusters.  In  President  Buchanan's  subsequent  message  it 
was  adversely  noted  that  the  two  subjects  upon  which  most 
interest  was  felt  by  the  public,  the  acquisition  of  Cuba  and  the 
annexation  of  Hawaii,  were  wholly  ignored. 

In  addition  to  editorship  Mr.  Blaine  assumed  the  work 
of  reporter  of  the  Senate,  and  his  reports,  though  written 
from  memory  only,  without  notes,  became  at  once  authori- 
tative from  their  fulness  and  accuracy.  His  custom  was 
never  to  watch  the  speakei's,  on  a  theory  that  the  exercise  of 
two  senses  is  less  effective  than  reliance  on  one.  It  was  his 
invariable  habit,  when  a  debate  commenced,  to  draw  up  a 
chair  to  the  open  fireplace  and  watch  the  burning  logs  while 
he  listened.  He  would  afterwards,  without  a  single  note,  fur- 
nish his  paper  with  a  synopsis  of  the  speeches  delivered 
throughout  the  debate.  While  still  listening,  he  would  men- 
tally and  instinctively  frame  speeches  meeting  the  arguments 
brought  forward.  After  hearing  the  roll-call,  he  could  give  at 
will  every  member's  vote.  He  formulated  no  method  of  mem- 
ory, was  aware  of  no  effort.  When  asked,  '^  How  can  you  re- 
member so  ? "  his  only  explanation  was,  "  How  can  you  help 
it?"  What  came  to  him  remained  —  was  on  call.  It  was  a 
touch  of  the  divine  memory  —  no  memory  at  all,  but  an 
eternal  now.  Yet  the  eternal  now  was  perhaps  a  part  of  his 
secret,  was  certainly  his  impetuous  and  imperative  rule,  even 
in  that  early  day.     A  word  or  a  fact  that  ho  wanted  must  be 
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aouglit  at  unce,  never  rel^ated  to  a  more  conveDient  moment 
This  aasooiation  helped  to  iix  in  his  mind  the  definition  or  the 
statement  required. 

His  attendance  upon  the  Senate  gave  him  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  become  acquainted  vith  the  leading  politioal  men 
uf  the  State,  of  both  parties.  His  own  intelligent  interest, 
his  enthnsiaam,  his  knowledge  of  what  moat  concerned  l^is- 
latota  and  public  men,  his  readiness  to  draw  apoo  it  for  the 
pleasure  and  the  profit  of  his  interlocutors,  his  eagerness  to 
draw  upon  their  stores  for  his  own  profit  and  pleasure,  tiw 
very  unwoDtedness  of  his  Pennsylvania  birth,  breeding,  and 
assouations,  quickly  drew  the  attention  and  regard  of  the 
members,  while  it  was  equally  observed  that  he  never  pushed 
himself  forward.  Always  and  by  nature  energetic  and  force- 
ful in  manner  when  oalled  upon  to  speak  or  to  act,  he  had  the 
reserve  which  belongs  to  tnuned  intellect,  good  breeding,  and 
good  sense,  no  less  oonadous  of  reaponmbility  than  sensitive  to 
the  ri^ts  of  others. 

From  men  then  living  in  Augusta  and  its  nei^borhood  Mr. 
Blaine  received  great  advantage,  by  the  fulness  of  their  in- 
formation, and  their  ability  and  readiness  to  put  hint  in  pot- 
session  of  the  personal  history  of  men,  measures,  and  parties  as 
no  reading  could  do.  Several  had  ilone  eminent  service  to  the 
community  and  were  in  the  evening  »i  liouored  life. 

When  Mr.  Pinkhani'  drove  President  Polk  in  his  coach  to 
the  house  of  Reuel  WilHams,  a  lad  who  was  looking  on  with 
swelling  heart  affirms  that  he  could  not  tell  which  seemed  to 
him  the  greater  man  of  the  three  !  Reuel  Williams  was  a  nat- 
ural magnate  such  as  New  England  loved  to  honor.  He  had 
l)een  United  States  Senator.  He  was  a  famous  lawyer.  He 
had  chaise  of  the  Plymoutli  Company's  lands,  and  perhaps  his 
last  public  service  was  iu  the  Peai^e  Oougress  at  Wosbington. 
in  February,  1861. 

Nathan  Weston,  grandfather  of  the  present  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  had  been  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maine.  He  and  Reuel  Williams  had 
married  sisters,  two  of  tlie  four  daughters  nf  .Judge  Daniel  Cony, 
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who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  had  given  a  house  and 
one  thousand  dollars  for  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  the 
education  of  girls.  Of  the  other  two  daughters  one  l^ecame  the 
\vife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ingraham  and  the  other  of  Cireneral  Cony. 
Samuel  Cony,  from  1864  to  1867,  Governor  of  Maine,  was  her 
grandson. 

Ethan  Shepley  had  been  in  the  national  Senate  from  1833  to 
1836,  but  had  resigned  his  position  to  become  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Maine,  whence  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice. 
He  retired  from  the  bench  in  1855  and  made  his  home  in  Port- 
land. He  was  the  father  of  George  F.  Shepley,  who  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  war,  and  became  afterwards  a  judge  in  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court. 

Hon.  Greorge  Evans,  of  Gardiner,  had  represented  the  Kenne- 
bec District  in  Congress  for  six  terms,  and  had  then  entered  the 
Senate,  where  he  had  shared  a  national  renown  wnth  Webster  and 
Clay  and  Calhoun,  and  was  now  Attorney-General  of  Maine. 

Hon.  Williams  Emmons,  of  Hallowell,  was  in  the  decline 
of  his  long  and  venerable  life,  though  he  did  not  attain  unto 
the  days  of  the  years  of  the  pilgrimage  of  his  father,  the 
famous  Franklin  divine.  Rev.  Xathaniel  Emmons.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Wild,  a  sister  of  the  wife  of  Caleb  Cushing; 
^  his  second  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Vaughan,  the  friend 
and  disciple  who  had  accompanied  Priestley  in  his  escape  to 
this  countrj*.  Mr.  Emmons  had  been  State  Senator  and  judge, 
arid  was  held  in  great  and  deserved  reverence  in  the  com- 
munity, not  only  for  his  eminent  descent  and  connections,  but 
for  his  personal  probity  and  dignity.  Mr.  Blaine's  father-in- 
law  had  cherished  for  him  a  special  regard  and  affection  which 
Mr.  Blaine  shared  so  largely  that  he  gave  the  name  Williams 
Emmons  to  his  third  son,  and  the  family  friendshij)  continued 
throughout  life. 

It  will  easily  be  seen  that  a  keen  appreciation  which  could 
open  the  storehouse  of  such  memories,  would  furnish  incalcu- 
lable treasure. 

"  How  does  Blaine  know  so  much  alx)ut  Maine  ?  "  was  often 
asked.     Only  by  ways  open  to  all,  if  trodden  by  few. 

"  He  was  born  in  the  rotunda  at  Washington,"  said  one, 
whimsically  accounting  for  an  acquaintance  with  national  details 
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whtcli    had   come    Ut   him  hy   natural   atutintilatioii    fnini   thi'«v 
iialiiral  nouroes. 

Of  thuHc  Htill  at  the  fruiiU  uD<i  of  thoso  coroitig  to  thu  XtodU 
Kdwimi  Kent,  Jiidgu  of  ihi?  Supreme  Court  and  ftovernnr  tif  the 
State,  U  still  renieinttored  not  (inly  fnr  his  public  spirit  and  tieT> 
\\vK  but  for  the  rvsoiiaiK^u  of  tlin  cnmpiti^  rhyme  : 


Senator  Fcssendoii  wa*  in  the  height  of  bi«  great  reputation 
and  inrtuenre,  jMiwerfiil  by  tlie  pnrity  of  his  «lmract«r  and  liis 
emineut  ftbiUty.  Senator  Hamlin  was  among  the  &Tsi  to  leave 
th«  Democratic  and  join  in  forming  ttio  new  party  od  tlie  direct 
elaveiy  issue.  Senator  Morrill,  the  brother  of  An«on  P. 
Morrill,  over  llie  bridge  of  temperance,  took  the  same  road, 
Israel  Washburn,  Jr..  one  of  five  famuu«  brothere,  was  in 
Congress  from  the  Penobscot  dii^triot,  while  the  present  Senator 
was  encouragingly  refwrrcd  to  in  tin?  Kennubec  .lournal  as  a 
young  man  of  great  promise.  Aiwietant  CUerk  in  tlie  House  of 
Representatives. 

Mareh  '2A,  1851'),  the  Juurnat  moorda  that  Mr.  Melville  W. 
Fuller,  who  hail  reported  thf  Ipgislativi-  iloings  for  the  Age 
while  Mr.  Blaine  had  lieen  reporting  them  for  the  Journal, 
delivered  the  seveuU-cnlli  lecture  befoi-e  the  .Viiguista  Lyceum, 
on  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  which  his  "  researches  as  a  Iii3t4)niin  and 
his  ability  as  a  writer  fully  sustain  the  creditable  reputation  he 
liat!  already  acquired."  Aft«Twards  he  rebited  a  ^>oein  which 
was  also  generously  pruised. 

Sidney  Perhiuu,  Speaker  of  the  Maine  Houiie  in  1B55,  onoe 
eaid,  "  At  that  time  two  young  men  were  rejjortent  in  the 
Home.  T  never  saw  them  together  again  till  I  saw  them  in 
Wasliington,  when  one  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  other  was  Secretary  of  State." 

On  July  13,  the  Republican  editor  welcomed  B.  A.  G. 
Fuller  and  hia  nephew,  Melville  W,  Puller,  to  the  editorship  of 
the  Democratic  Age,  iwirticularly  esteeming  the  Fullers  as 
"talented  and  accomplished  gentlemen  whose  abilities  mi^t 


BIOGRAPHY    OF   JAMES    G.     HLAINK.  Ill 

and  accomplishments  "  of  the  foe,  "  Truly,  Sir  Cottrill,  this  is 
an  Age  of  trickery.  It  doth  seem  to  grow  yet  *  Fuller  and 
Fuller '  of  cunning  machinations,"  quoted  the  Journal  editor, 
and  hung  up  in  his  office  a  secret  circular  of  the  Age, 
signed  by  "  Fuller  and  Fuller  "  asking  their  friends  to  "  coun- 
teract the  influence  of  such  pernicious  prints  as  the  Kennebec 
Journal,  etc.,  which  secret  associations  are  using  every  means 
to  open  up  channels  through  which  a  deluge  of  copies  may  be 
poured  forth  to  flood  the  land  with  their  dangerous  doctrines ; " 
and  '*  it  is  the  obvious  duty  of  our  friends  to  counteract,  by  those 
vehicles  of  truth  whose  object  it  Ls  to  rebuke  error,  and  hold  up 
to  the  light  the  machinations  of  its  devotees.  We  have  no 
secret  clubs,  we  have  no  hireling  officials,  to  aid  in  their  cir- 
culation;"  and  then  the  "  hireling  oflicial,"  the  State  printer  and 
future  Speaker,  held  up  his  prospectus,  inserted  openly  in  the 
paper  for  six  consecutive  weeks,  to  shame  the  future  Chief 
Justice  ! 

The  Coalition  carried  the  next  elections  against  the  Repub- 
licans, and  the  '*  hireling  official  "-ism  was  transferred  to  the 
Age.  Naturally,  the  alert  Republican  editor  allowed  no  em- 
barrassment of  the  opposition  to  escape  him.  A  coalition  is  apt 
to  be  awkward  and  unpopular.  It  did  not  seem  less  so  under 
the  manipulation  of  the  Kennebec  Journal.  The  nomenclat- 
ure was  uncertain  and  entrapping.  The  victors  could  not  call 
themselves  Democrats,  because  that  would  offend  the  Whig 
membership.  If  they  stammered  on  the  '"  Democrat  and 
Whig,"  it  was  but  specializing  the  odium  attaching  to  "•  Coa- 
lition." But  when  the  bewildered  Chairman,  reduced  to  despair, 
shouted  at  the  top  of  his  lungs,  "  The  Ayiti-Republiean  memhers 
will  meet  in  caucus,"  peals  of  laughter  reverberated  loud  and 
long  through  the  Journal. 

The  editor  pointed  out,  with  a  rather  suspicious  reverence, 
that  he  had  not  reported  the  prayers  of  the  Legislature,  but, 
finding  the  Coalition  chaplain's  prayer  published  by  the 
"government  organ,"  the  Age,  the  Journal  re])roduced  it 
with  no  other  comment  than  underlining  certain  portions  : 
"  To  thee,  Almighty  God,  in  the  presence  of  men  and  angels, 
we  humbly  pray  for  thy  favors  to  be  upon  the  administration  of 
our  State  government  during  the  year  which  has  now  opened. 
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Thy  aerrant  offem  this  BUpplication,  not  that  kU  voice  hatt  (md 
bouy/tl  to  party  \nte-re»t»,  nut  lh<H  hn  wviiid  pari  with  hi*  love  fw 
OkriHt,  anil  kix  nlhifiance  to  Him^for  any  worlillj/  inJui^rvi'^Ht,  but 
localise  he  lovoa  hia  country,  the  whole  and  undivided  woiintn ." 

HetLTtily  devulL-d  tu  ihv  hopui*  uiid  ]>liuts  uf  Moiuu.  the  pag«a  are 
yet  Kpriiikied  with  I'eiiiisylvaiiia  and  Kentucky  lore.  Soriou* 
political  argumeai  is  enlivened  with  stories  of  Joe  Uoake  uid 
the  Katiotiiil  Road.  Whtii  John  C.  Ui-eeketiridge  was  apj>oi]it«d 
Miuitst^sr  U)  Sj>aiii  by  I'resideiit  I'iurc-e,  Urn  .lountal  Etiitor 
allinned  fnjtn  neighborhood  knowledge  that  no  ablf^i-  or  worthier 
man  was  to  hu  )uilect«d.  Bcfoit;  tho  I)i<ed  Sciitt  deciaion  fell 
Hkti  a  pall  u]H'n  the  venerable  Rojrer  B.  Taney,  tlic  Journal 
had  noted  his  unswerving  integrity  and  im|>artiality,  the  "rioh 
reuurd  of  iin  hune«l  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  weightiest  and 
most  momentous  duties."  When  the  Maine  opposition  pleaded 
that  I'resideiit  Bucliauau  hud  not  aiipointcd  a  Southern  man 
goYurnor  of  Kani-ias,  but  a  Pennsylvanian,  xon  of  a  judgn  of  the 
Supreme  C'ourt  of  the  lluited  States,  and  a  man  who  had  pnuv 
tised  law  in  Puuiuylvanin,  the  retort  oann?  like  a  blow  that  hit> 
fftthor  never  was  judge  of  the  Supreuut  Court  of  thu  (Jaitsd 
States,  but  of  thii  District  Court  of  the  Western  Diatrict  of 
Feuueylvania ;  lliiit  be  had  noi  practised  law  in  I'ennsylvania 
f(ir  many  yeara,  but  went  to  Miusissippi  an  soon  -m  liv  hud  lin- 
ished  Ilia  legal  studies,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  waSt 
Ui  all  intcntti  and  purpose)*,  a  Southern  nmn. 

Hon.  Thomas  Kwing,  of  Ohio,  was  triumphantly  and  author- 
itativoly  reported  to  have  joined  tJiu  "  Buehauiers."  "  We 
i-ontradicted  the  rumor  when  it  wa.*  Urtu  uirculal«d.  knowing  it 
r^  be  false.  Mr.  Ewing  hw  recently  declared  for  tVentoat,  and 
his  son.  Thomas  Kwtng,  Jr.,  hu^  taken  the  Ktuiup  in  Uhio  in 
behalf  of  tht;  Republiean  riomineeti." 

•*  Henry  Winter  Davis,  a  young  and  tidentcd  Fillmore  mem- 
ber of  Congress  for  Maryland  (, would  lie  for  Fremont,  prob- 
ably, if  be  dared),  made  a  speeL-h  in  the  J  louse  bttoly  that  took 
some  iif  the  South  by  surprise.  He  sjxike  i>[  ihe  Biiclutnau 
{larty  a»  a  Suntbern  sectlonul  party,  and  intiniated  that  ait  long 
us  Southern  men  supi>ort«d  it,  they  i-onhl  nut  blamu  NortUeru 
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been  graced  for  thirty  yeai's.  Mr.  Davis  is  the  most  eloquent 
and  promising  member  of  his  party  in  the  House,  although  this 
is  his  first  year  of  congressional  service." 

Thus  it  fell  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  upon  a  two  years' 
residence  in  the  State,  Mr.  Blaine  had  sufficiently  won  the 
confidence  of  the  people  to  be  chosen  delegate  to  the  first  Re- 
publican national  convention  for  the  nomination  of  a  candi- 
date for  the  presidency. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  I.  Washburn,  Jr. : 

Washington,  Feb.  14,  1856. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  favor  of  the  12th  and  its 
enclosure  to  you.  Fremont  has  strong  points  undoubtedly,  and  very  many 
elements  of  popular  strength.  It  will  not  be  strange  if  he  shall  be  con- 
sidered upon  the  whole  as  our  best  man  for  the  presidential  nomination. 
But  I  doubt  not  that  there  will  be  strong  opposition  to  him  from  quarters 
entitled  to  the  greatest  respect.  A  man  who  says  **  I  am  not  opposed  to 
the  system  of  slavery  if  properly  regulated,"  will  be  apt  to  say  things, 
and  do  things,  which  will  not  tend  to  strengthen  him  in  the  North,  to  say 
the  least.  You  are  probably  right  in  thinking  tliat  Seward  nor  Chase  can 
be  run,  I  am  sorry  it  is  so.  Wilmot,  Pollok,  P.  King,  »Judge  McLean,  and 
Speaker  Banks  have  been  named,  it  is  thought  by  some  that  the  latter 
gentleman  occupies  the  best  position  foi*  success  of  any  man  in  the  country, 
that  he  can  better  unite  the  American  and  Republican  strength  than  any 
other  man.  This  idea  is  not  witliout  iovcr  an<l  plausibility.  But  in  my 
judgment  it  is  altogether  too  t^arl y  to  make  couinntnicnts.  AVe  cannot  say 
who  ought  to  be  nominated  —  hardly  guess  —  at  least  1  cannot.  A  few 
months  may  work  great  changes  as  to  the  positions  and  chances  of  men. 
I  would  let  things  drift  for  the  present,  'i'here  will  be  attempts  to  reunite 
the  American  party  North  and  South,  and,  these  failing,  to  organize  a  dis- 
tinctive American  paily  North,  and  to  whith  it  will  be  licld  that  Republi- 
canism must  be  subordinated.  Movements  and  combinations  to  this  end 
are  undoubtedly  on  foot,  an<l  1  shall  not  be  surprised  if  oiu*  recent  elections 
in  the  House  enure  considerably  to  their  benefit.  Kvcrv  eltHited  ofticer  is  a 
Know  Nothing,  and  it  is  now  whispered  that  all  save  Banks  are  of  the  12th 
section,  about  all  the  subonliiiiites  are  of  th<i  order,  and  majority,  1  believe, 
of  the  southern  wing. 

Among  the  Republicans,  pure  and  simple,  especially  from  the  West, 
tiiere  is  considerable  squii*ming;  they  say  that  they  arc  mere  adjuncts  to 
the  party  that  has  won;  that  tlu;y  can  procure  no  appoints.,  and  indee«l 
that  Republicanism  is  an  offence;  who  declare  that  the  upshot  of  tin; 
nine  weeks'  struggle  is  the  strengthening  of  the  <lirect  and  in<iireet  opposi- 
tion  to  the  Republican  pai1y,  and  that  Americanism,  as  the  paramount 
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thing,  is  more  health}'  Mid  hopeful  than  it  hu  been,  etc.    These  Ihinga 
thougtt  laid,  wk  more  thought  of  than  talked  abont. 

Ton  win  perceive  that  what  I  liavo  written  should  be  private,  or  "  radier 
BO."    Excuse  a.  hurried  letter  at  this  time,  and  please  write  me  often. 

FXBBUAKT  S6,  '66. 

Your  letters  an  roRelved.  ...  I  presume  that  no  one  expects  diat 
Seward  will  be  our  nominee.  The  trepidation  of  our  friends  has  made 
him  weak,  when  ilx  months  ago  he  was  strong  and  ought  to  be  now.  TIm 
<|uest  for  as  small  a  modicum  of  Republicanism  as  will  answer,  and  as 
large  an  Infusion  of  Know  Nothln^m  as  will  be  safe,  has  pnt  all  first  rata 
men  out  uf  the  ring,  and  left  the  nomlnfetton  possible  to  cmly  second  or 
third  rates.  Fremont  may  be  the  best  man  that  we  can  take.  I  do  not 
feel  sure  that  he  is  not,  bnt  I  must  feel  that  we  can  tie  to  him  on  the 
slaTeij  question.  I  have  no  specific  and  positive  desli«  to  be  "TwfiliH 
ag^n. 

There  is  a  living  feeling  in  the  ootmtiy,  without  which  we  are  nowbon, 
which  means  opposition  to  the  extension  of  slavery ;  any  attempt  lo  ignore 
which,  or  waive,  or  trifle  with,  will  not  succeed,  and  ong^t  not  to  succeed. 
Hen  are  in  earnest,  and  the  earnest  men  nUher  than  the  traders  and  trim- 
mers, the  mere  politicians,  are  to  be  felt  in  this  oampdgn.  I  hopeFremoot 
may  be  all  right;  if  so,  he  can  make  a  fine  run.  I  agree  with  yoa  b 
reference  to  Mr.  Banks. 

Do  you  think  that  straight  Whigs  in  Maine,  who  pnlTed  Sewud  all  last 
summer,  would  uppoat-  htm  whilii  they  would  support  &  Democratic 
"  Hcpublluon"?  The  iiimiiiiutinn  of  Killmoi'o  yastenlay  will  spoil  many 
nice  schemes  in  imibryo.  I  am  railiuv  glad  it  has  Iwen  mode  now,  as  1  am 
sure  it  was  bound  to  bo  luudu  at  hoiiic  tiiuit.  It  will  bring  many  luitj 
Know  Nutliings,  wlm  have  been  waiting  and  t«iniK>riziiig,  into  line.  It  will 
t:nish  out  many  uspinttions  ami  i.'unibi nations.  Wn  can  now  see  clearly  the 
path  of  duly  and  of  hnpi;.  Men  who  arc  with  us  in  reality  will  say  so,  and 
tlioso  wlio  at  heart  aii^  against  lis  but  would  Imvc  maintoint.'d  &  quasi  con- 
duction foi-  ihcir  iiwti  ])UL'j)oses,  tliough  corlain  to  Ivavn  us  in  the  nnd,  will 
leavens  imw.  Will  thcsliiiightWIiigsof  Maini',  who  have  oppomsd  the  dark 
luntenis  .<o  furiously,  fall  into  llie  Filimon^  ranks?  Im  Americanism,  when 
osriiicialeil  witli  i>|>[>osition  to  slavery  in  Kansas,  objectionable,  and  attrac- 
l\\e  only  when  its  leading  idea  ami  purpose  is  to  ■■stublish  it  there? 
.  .  .  Wesloii  «iy«  Maine  is  ^""d  for  aO.oitO  iiiiynrlly  for  the  Republican 
ticket,  nnil  I  do  not  see  how  that  tii^kot,  if  a  fair  one,  can  be  beat.  There 
is,  we  hcjir,  consi<loi-abl<'  talk  about  Hamlin  for  g<ivemor.  Wo  think  well 
of  it  here,  if  agri^able  tii  Mr.  U. 


At  tliifi  CO  n  veil  til  >i  I  Mr.  Illaiuc  iiioiined  to  the  nomination  of 
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constituents  on  his  return,  ^^was  in  large  degree  based  upon 
admiration  of  his  high  character,  but  partly  upon  an  inherited 
friendship  for  him,  partly  from  a  kinship  of  feeling  with  his 
conservatism,  and  partly,  I  suppose,  because  the  Whig  instincts 
which  I  share  with  the  great  majoiity  of  this  district  turned  me 
towards  one  who  has  so  long  been  among  the  trusted  statesmen 
and  soundest  advisers  of  that  party."  Though  impulsive  in  man- 
ner and  bold  in  action,  Mr.  Blaine  was  the  farthest  from  rashness 
—  was,  on  the  contrary,  thoroughly  cautious  and  even  conserv- 
ative. The  rapidity  of  his  conclusions  often  gave  the  appear- 
ance of  recklessness  to  what  was  really  a  sound,  though  swift, 
logic.  Ever  the  lasting  force  if  not  the  strongest  shock  of  his 
charge  lay  in  the  strength  of  the  position  from  which  it  was  made. 
The  young  and  ardent  Republicans  at  the  convention  gener- 
ally preferred  Fremont,  and  he  was  selected  as  standard-bearer. 
None  the  less  Mr.  Blaine  entered  the  contest  with  all  his  heart. 
For  the  great  majority  with  which  the  Republicans  carried 
Maine,  no  member  of  the  rising  party  won  more  laurels  than 
their  adopted  citizen,  and  no  exigency  could  have  been  better 
adapted  to  show  his  genius  for  leadership.  The  moral  eleva- 
tion of  the  struggle  was  such  as  to  enlist  every  power  and  the 
whole  allegiance  of  a  noble  nature. 

His  first  public  speeches  are  numerous.  Soon  after  coming 
to  Augusta  he  went  with  a  large  party  to  Farmington,  where 
William  Pitt  Fessenden  was  to  speak.  It  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est Franklin-county  mass  meetings  of  Republicans.  Fessenden 
was  not  there,  and  the  committee  came  to  the  Augusta  delega- 
tion and  asked  if  they  had  any  speaker.  Some  one  said  there 
was  a  young  man  named  Blaine  there  who  had  just  come  to 
town  and  spoke  well  at  caucuses.  He  was  called  on  and  modestly 
stated  that  Fessenden  was  away,  and  that  he  had  accepted  the 
invitation  so  that  they  might  hear  Republican  doctrines  instead 
of  no  speech.  He  then  likened  his  situation  to  that  of  the 
farmer  in  New  Hampshire  who  had  a  fast  horse  which  he 
thought  worth  $500.  A  jockey  tried  him,  and  offered  $75. 
The  owner  thought  it  over  for  a  few  minutes,  then  said,  "  It's 

a  d 1  of  a  drop,  but  Til  take  it."     The  aptness  of  the  story 

and  the  manner  of  the  speaker  captivated  the  audience,  and  his 
speech  was  pronounced  the  best  of  the  year.     From  that  day 
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on,  it  is  the  proud  boost  of  Franklin  county  that  no  peison  ever 
shared  with  him  its  political  love. 

Another  first  public  speech  his  editorial  partner  vouches  for 
and  describes.  Mr.  Blaine  had  then  been  in  the  State  one  year 
and  a  half,  \ioA  already  become  well  known  as  a  brilliant  and  able 
writer,  and  had  secured  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends.  Yet 
it  was  not  known  that  he  possessed  rare  powers  for  debate  and 
public  speaking.  It  is  doubtful  if  he  knew  that  himself.  In- 
deed, there  are  signs  that  he  then  distrusted  his  powers  in  this 
regard.  There  was  to  be  a  lai^  political  assemblage  of  farmers 
of  more  than  average  intelligence,  in  Litchfield,  a  Kennebec 
town  a  few  miles  from  the  Maine  capital.  The  two  Kenne- 
bee  Journal  editors  rode  together  to  and  from  this  meeting, 
in  the  beautiful  afternoon  of  a  spring  day,  it  being  understood 
that  both  were  to  apeak  on  pending  issues.  It  was  arranged 
that  Mr.  Blaine  should  begin  and  his  associate  close  the 
meeting.  A  little  nervous,  yet  holding  comjiletfi  self-command, 
he  stepped  on  the  platfunn ;  he  had  not  spoken  five  min- 
utes before  there  were  plain  indiuations  that  his  audience 
was  quickly  coming  to  the  opinion  that  the  young  editor  could 
talk  a»  nbly  as  lie  i:ould  wiile.  The  various  aud  vital  issues, 
all  cuiiviTLjiiifj  in  <iii.>  tVjcuh,  wcro  reviewed  jilainly,  incisively, 
ill ul  with  L-i>iii|iar(  iiiiil  liii'id  iirnis  of  tacLs.  [lis  success  in  an 
lulilrcss  of  ]htIiii|is  furly  inimites  wils  ('oiii|iietf.  The  li.steiiew 
Wi'iw  (iDlitrlilt-il.  ;itiil  liis  eililurial  assoeiate.  wliu  was  tu  s{H;ak 
after  him,  uas  i|nite  ii-s  iimeli  sur|iriseii  as  tlie  rural  iissenibly. 
ami  toil  iiiuilestly  avuws  that  he  felt  his  own  speech  was  spoiW. 

Ill  jii'iut  ni'  liiiLi-  .Mr.  hhiiiie's  tirsi  )Hi)ilical  speech  was  in 
llaUcmeli  ii.  (lie  .ipeii  air.  I  le  :«t<><><l  on  t  he  !.>)>  of  a  high  tUght 
of  str|>s  lnjloiii^iiii^  111  a  l>oai'iliui;-hi>iise.  anil  lie  pmbably  never 
]>asMeil  llie  hdiise  aflei-wanls  Hithont  lliirikirig  of  it;  seldom, 
witli   iiitinilier,s  of  liis  family,   withniit   speaking  of  it. 

ULs  iiul>lic  halieii  of  shivery  was  aueciituaied  by  its  [lersoual 
attack  iipuii  liis  ln-oilnT-iii-law.  Mr.  Starnvooil.  of  Boston.  That 
■;eiillciiian  was.  as  th,.  ISoston  papers  of  llie  lime  noted,  "what 
is  jiiipiihirly   l<ieiwii  as  a   Welister  Whij:^,  i>f    tlie  conservative 
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Upon  returning  to  his  hotel  near  midnight,  Mr.  Stanwood 
had  been  introduced  by  a  friend  to  Mr.  Bushrod  W.  Vicks,  of 
North  Carolina ;  but  seeing  that  the  gentleman  was  somewhat 
excited  on  the  subject  of  politics  he  soon  withdrew,  with  some 
six  or  eight  other  gentlemen,  leaving  only  one  man,  an  acquaint- 
ance, with  Mr.  Vicks.  Reaching  the  staircase  and  hearing  very 
loud  and  harsh  talk  from  Mr.  Vicks,  he  went  back,  with  the 
laudable  intention  of  calming  and  separating  the  parties,  and 
again  left,  supposing  that  he  had  succeeded. 

"  I  might  have  got  some  two  or  three  paces  from  him,"  his  tes- 
timony is,  **  he  directly  in  my  rear,  when  he  commenced  beating 
me,  with  a  large  and  heavy  cane,  over  the  back  of  my  head,  my 
shoulders,  and  the  back  of  my  arms.  I  immediately  faced  him, 
and  grappled  him  by  the  tluoat,  and  threw  him  on  a  settee, 
sprawling.  But  the  severe  blows  I  had  received  across  my 
arms,  head,  and  back  had  well-nigh  exhausted  me  in  the  com- 
mencement, and  he  again  got  the  advantage  of  me  and  kept  it 
till  he  was  taken  off  by  help." 

The  physician  summoned  testified  significantly  that  "  he  beai-s 
the  marks  of  very  severe  blows  upon  the  back  of  liis  head,  the 
back  of  the  right  shoulder  and  right  forearm,  and  the  back  of 
the  left  arm  and  forearm.  The  blows  must  have  been  struck 
with  a  heavy  weapon,  by  some  pei*son  behind  him.'" 

With  all  the  editor's  brotherly  sympathy  and  outi-aged  sense 
of  justice,  there  is  discernible  a  grim  scientific  satisfaction  over 
the  proof  of  a  political  theorem  I 

"This  outrage  seems  the  uiore  aggravated  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  there  was  not  even  the  excuse  (^if  excuse  it  be)  of 
political  difference  and  animosity.     Mr.  Stanwood,  we  regret  to 
wiy,  belongs  to  the  most  hunker  class  of  Boston  Courier  Whigs, 
set  of  gentlemen  who  have  about  as  much  sympathy   with 
Republicanism'  as    they  liave  for  the    *Jellyl>y'    missions  in 
orrioboola-Gha,  and  whose  affinities  with  the  Buchanan  Demo- 
ats  are  so  close  that  the  nicest  optics  can  discern  no  line  of 
marcation.     In  attacking  Mr.  SUmwood,  therefore,  the  ruffian 
cks  was  assaulting  one  of  that  very  chiss  of  Northern  men 
0  most  persistently  maintain  that  the  South  is  the  wronged 
ty,  and  that  Southern  men,  if  treated  well  themselves,  are 
disposed  to   molest   otiiers.     If  all   the   Courier  Whigs  in 
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Massachusettti,  and  in  Maine  too  (tor  we  have  a  feir  of  them 
among  us),  could  have  the  reoerit  experiences  of  Mr.  Stauwood, 
we  lui^hl  Ijegin  to  hope  that  they  would  see  matters  in  a  differ- 
ent light,  and  be  disjKised  to  admit  that  the  Black  KepublitiaiiS 
are  doing  battle  agaiiuit  a  typunny  lu  iimxoralile  as  ever  cursed 
tlio  earth  — a  tyranny  that  not  only  lays  claim  to  supreme 
dominion  in  all  the  territorleH  of  the  nation,  but  invadea  aover- 
eign  States,  and  waylayn  and  half  mnrdera  Seimt<iisand  private 
citizens  at  pleasure. 

"  Until  this  spirit  of  insolence  and  arrogoDoe  is  effeotually  re- 
buked, we  of  the  North  can  expect  but  a  repetition  of  Himilar 
outrages.  So  long  as  we  liave  a  party  among  us  that  excuses 
and  [uilliates,  and,  in  some  instances,  even  justifli^s,  these  brutali- 
ties, we  may  be  sure  that  Southern  nifiiana  will  repeat  them. 
When  Matwachusett^  editors  give  diiiner  parties  to  Knights  of 
the  Bludgeon,  what  else  cau  be  expected  than  that  Massachu- 
setts Senators  shall  be  assaulted  for  daring  to  speak  the  lan- 
guage uf  freedom,  and  Massai^liusetU  inen-haiiljt  stealthily 
atiuck  down  for  presuming  t«  claim  friendship  mth  a  supporter 
of  Fremont? 

"At  the  South,  we  fno  well  know  how  even  these  villaniesare 
upheld,  justified,  and  applauded.  Preston  S.  Brooks  has  re- 
ceived thirteen  canes  and  two  services  of  plate,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  bouquets,  the  compliments,  and  the  kisses,  for  his  chival- 
rous assault  on  Mr.  Sumner.  We  expect  nothing  else  than  that 
Mr.  Bushrod  W.  Vieks  will  be  sent  tr>  Congress  by  a  grateful 
constituency  for  his  manly  and  couraffeoti*  attack  on  Mr.  Stan- 
wood,  If  he  fails  in  securing  that  honor,  he  will  doubtless  be 
rewarded,  in  the  possilde  event  of  Buchanan's  election,  with  a 
handsome  executive  appointment." 

The  possible  event  happened.  Fremont  was  not  elected, 
but  through  the  very  announcement  of  defeat  rang  the  peean  of 
exultation.  "  No  defeat !  "  resounded  from  the  hills  of  Maine. 
'•  Such  a  result  from  an  organization  four  months  old  is  the 
assurance  of  victory  to  come." 

But  politics  did  not  absorb  all  Mr.  Blaine's  thought.  His 
rit.  tli:it  liF-  wa-  liiltM-rstcd  i 
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citizenship.  The  institutions  of  the  city,  the  agricultural  possi- 
bilities  of  the  outlying  communities,  the  industrial  developments, 
the  charities  and  churches,  all  felt  the  glow  of  his  sympathy,  the 
impetus  of  his  ready  action. 

When  Mr.  Blaine  came  to  Augusta,  the  Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Church.     He  was  a  very  handsome  and 
promising  young  man,  but  a  few  years  older  than  Mr.  Blaine,  and 
he  further  allied  himself  to  Augusta  by  marrying  the  daughter 
of  his  predecessor,  the  venerable  Dr.  Tappan,  whose  wife  was  a 
sister  of  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  of  Boston.     Mr.  Webb  and 
his  young  parishioner  at  once  became  close  friends.     Many  and 
many  a  night  they  walked  up  and  down  State  street  arm  in 
arm,  or  sat  upon  tlie  stone  steps  of  the  Capitol,  though  their 
homes  were  so  near  each  other  that,  as  Dr.  Webb  once  said,  he 
could  throw  a  biscuit  from  his  window  to  Mr.  Blaine's,  —  and 
spoke  no  doubt  from  successful  experiment.     The  relation  be- 
tween them  was  one  of  peculiar  warmth  and  tenderness.     Dr. 
Webb  had  great  confidence  in  Mr.  Blaine's  business  ability, 
followed  him  through  all  his  political  career  with  keen,  admir- 
ing, often  pained  and  painful  sympathy,  and  cherished  the  pas- 
toral relation  in  his  heart  long  af  tef  it  had  ceased  on  the  records 
by  his  own  removal  from  the  State.     Under  his  influence,  Mr. 
Blaine  was  speedily  brought  into  the  church,  no  tiling  loath,  it 
must  be  added ;  for  his  easy  way  to  the  love  of  God,  whom  he 
saw  not,  was  through  love  of  man,  whom  he  had  seen.      The 
Hon.  Mr.  Bradbury,  then  an  Ex-Senator,  and  living  now  in  the 
evening  glow  of  his   two   and  ninety  years,  remembers  that 
Mr.  Blaine  was  a  member  of  his  Sunday-school   class  for  a  few 
months  till  many  cares  thickened  around  him  ;  but  Mr.  Bradbury, 
who  lived  nearly  opposite  Mr.  Blaine,  insisted   on  exercising 
spiritual  supervision  to  the  extent  of  sending  over  a  silver  bowl 
which  had  been  in  his  family  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  for  the 
baptism  of  each  of  the  Blaine  children. 

A  large  class  of  men  he  taught  in  a  Mission  Sunday-school 
with  so  much  acceptance  that  a  churchman  declared  fervently, 
"  If  he  had  entered  the  pulpit  instead  of  the  political  arena, 
there  would  not  Jiave  been  his  equal  in  the  profession  in  the 
country."  And  a  member  of  that  Sunday-school  class  exclaimed 
many  years  afterwards,  "  Not  a  day  passes  but  I  bless  the  name 
of  Blaine  I " 
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At  the  anDual  parish  meetings,  w)iich  Mr.  Blaiue  considered 
as  impoi'tant  to  a  Congregational  church  as  the  annual  election 
to  politics,  he  wiis  a  regular  attendant  and  an  active  participant. 
For  liberal  measures,  esiiecially  for  liberal  appropriations  for 
the  minister,  the  music,  and  all  the  service  of  the  church,  he 
could  be  relied  on. 

But  in  one  respccl  Mr.  Webb  was  diaappoiated.  In  the 
"  prayer-meeting  "  Mr.  Blaine'n  voice  was  not  heard.  The  lamp 
of  his  faith  glowed  with  a  steady,  cheerful,  and  far-reacbing 
light,  but  that  particular  burner  he  never  used.  Anything  like 
"  exhortation,"  stil!  more  anything  like  personal  revelation  or 
exhibition  of  religious  feehng,  was  impossible  to  him. 

None  the  less  he  walked  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord 
blameless,  and  with  ever-growing  influence.  They  tell  yet,  in 
Augusta,  of  the  good  woman  who,  when  the  meeting-house  was 
struck  by  lightning,  rushed  around  amiil  tlie  crowd,  sorrowful, 
wringing  her  haiidH,  and  moaning,  '*  Where  is  Mr.  Blaine,  oh, 
where  w  Mr.  Blaine?'"  evidently  believing,  by  neighborhood 
interpretation,  that  if  Mr.  Blaine  hml  been  there  the  lightnii^ 
would  have  l>een  balked.  "  Where  is  Mr.  Blaine  ? "  cried  a 
second  wnniiin,  roniing  up.  '*  At  home,  drawing  up  a  subacrip- 
tioa  piiper  for  n  new  nicetiiifj-lioiise." 

When  ii   hirgi'   Kast  Bi.atoii  •■hiir.jh  l.a.lr  Mr.  Webb  to  their 
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Mr.  Webb's   young  parishioner,  the  Journal  editor,  also  re- 
ceived  a   call  which   he  decided  that  the  great   Head  of  the 
Church  required  him  to  accept.     His  Augusta  editoi-ship  had 
been  successful.     The  paper  was  established  in  a  new  building 
with  modern  improvements,  but  the  editor  carried  with  him  his 
pet  desk,  made  upon  his  first  induction  into  the  office,  from  his 
own   directions,  under  his  own   eye.     By  the  limited  light  of 
that  day,  it  was  his  ideal  of  the  true  editor's  desk.     It  has  ever 
since  attended  the   fortunes  of   the  Journal,  and  with  all  its 
shortcomings  is  at  this  moment  the  article  of  furniture  most 
prized  in  the  Journal  office.     Mr.  Blaine  was  in  truth  a  very 
skilful  and  artistic,  though  undeveloped,  mechanic.     There  is 
reason  for  supposing  that  even  the  jack-knife  was  a  lost  art  to 
him,  but  he  delighted  in  mechanical   inventions  and  arrange- 
ments ;  loved  to  plan  houses,  rooms,  furniture  :  loved  to  symbol- 
ize sentiments  and  ideas  in   decorations,  and  watch  their  slow 
materialization  ;  loved  to  group  i)ictures  —  always  with  a  man 
and  a  step-ladder  to  try  the  suggested  effects  I     He  was  inval- 
uable in  helping  out  interiors  when  he  could  bi;  captured  from 
the  exterior.     Not  only  his  own  liouses,  but  his  friends'  houses, 
he  viewed  upon  occasion   with  the  eye  of  the  artificer.     If  a 
change  were  desired  by  a  woman  on  whom  he  might  be  calling, 
it  was  the  work  of  a  moment  for  him  to  pace   the  floor,  to 
knock  down  a  partition  here,  to  knock  open  a  door  there,  to 
throw  out  a  portico,  to  place  a  tank,  run  a  pipe,  dmw  a  diagram, 
and  all  with  such  definiteness  of  vigor  and  heartiness  of  reason- 
ing and  demonstration,  that  the  work  seemed  already  accom- 
plished before  a  nail  was  driven,  and  it  only  remained  to  the 
proprietor  to  pay  the  bill. 

August  9, 1857,  he  ^vl•ote  to  his  mother :  "  In  case  Walker  gets 
through  his  sickness  comfortably  and  H.  and  the  biiby  remain 
in  good  condition,  it  Ls  not  improbjible  that  I  shall  go  to  Port- 
land in  a  few  weeks  to  edit  a  daily  paper.  I  have  an  excellent 
offer,  and  have  about  concluded  to  accept  in  case  my  family  af- 
fairs will  permit.  I  should  not  remove  my  family  from  Augusta 
at  present,  and  would  be  at  home  every  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
Portland  is  but  three  hours  distant." 

In  October,  the  same  year,  the  Journal  made  announce- 
ment that  Mr.  Blaine  had  bec»,ome  connected  with  the  "  Portland 


122  aiOGIiAPHY    OF   JAMES    C.     BLAiyE. 

Advertiser  "  a  few  wceka  before,  aod  it  week  lat«r  that  be  had 
disposed  of  his  entire  interest  in  the  Journal,  and  "his  con- 
nection vith  the  piiper  ceases."  He  tendered  many  tbuiks  for 
the  confidence  and  regard  shown  him  during  threii  years'  service, 
commended  his  successor,  and  spoke  warmly  of  hia  partner,  J. 
L.  Stevens,  "with  whom  I  have  heen  most  agreeably  Msociated, 
and  to  whose  zeal,  lidf^lity,  and  ability  in  the  advooaoy  of  Uty 
publican  princijiles  I  bear  most  cliecrful  tt-stiniODy."  He  did 
not  announce  what  was  neverUieless  Inm  that  the  succaes  of  the 
paper  was  attested  by  the  greatly  increased  value  of  the  prop- 
erty under  liis  manHgement,  as  shown  by  the  prices  at  which  he 
bad  bought  and  sold  it. 

Familiar  with  the  coal-fields  of  Pennsylvania,  be  early  invested 
his  surplus  capital  in  coal  properties  in  Western  I'ennj^ylvitnia, 
and  it  was  not  very  long  before  he  was  contracting  for  the  de- 
livery of  coal ;  by  the  spring  of  186S,  "  the  party  iif  the  second 
part  agreeing  to  pay  unto  the  said  James  G.  Blaine  the  price  of 
sixty  cents  for  each  and  every  one  hundred  bushels  of  coal 
taken  out,  not  less,  however,  than  three  hundred  thousand 
bushels  in  each   year," 

Hon.  John  M.  Wood.  M.( '..  bad  come  into  chief  ownership  of 
the  Portland  Advertiser,  and  Mr.  Wood  fastened  upon  the 
young  Augusta  editor  for  editor-in-chief  of  his  new  venture, 
offering  him  $2,000  a  year,  a  larger  salary  than  had  ever  been 
paid  a  Maine  editor. 

"  Agreement "  between  John  M.  Wood,  of  Portland,  of  the 
first  part,  and  James  (i.  Blaine,  of  Augusta,  of  the  second  part,  in 
Mr.  Blaine's  handwriting,  "  witnessetli "  what  importance  he 
attached  to  a  clear  understanding  of  detail : 

....  That  his  salary  was  h>  be  two  thousand  dollars  (C,2000)  per 
annum,  payable  monthly,  one  hunilreil  and  six^-six  dollars  six^-seveo  one- 
hundredthn  per  month  (9166.1)7). 

2.  That  if  at  any  time  prior  to  October  1,  1S61,  thesaid  Wood  desires 
to  dispense  with  the  services  of  said  Blaine  as  editor  of  the  "  Advertiser," 
he  (the  said  Wood)  shall  pay  to  him  (the  said  Blaine)  the  sura  of  six 
hundred  dollars  ($S00)  In  addition  to  the  »«alary  thiit  m^  be  due  to  him  at 
the  Uine  his  labor  on  the  papor   shall  cease;  and  if,  on   the  other  hand. 
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3.  It  is  farther  agreed  that  said  Blaine,  during  his  connection  with  the 
paper  as  editor,  shall  reside  either  in  Portland  or  Augusta ;  if  in  Augusta, 
then  to  remain  in  I'ortland  five  days  of  each  week  except  when  the  Legis- 
lature is  in  session,  during  which  time  said  Blaine  is  to  remain  in  Augusta 
as  correspondent  and  reporter  for  the  **  Advertiser/'  as  much  of  the  time 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  the  best  interests  of  the  paper,  at  the  same 
time  furnishing  the  leading  editorials  for  the  paper.     .     .     . 

7.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  supenision  of  the  editorial  columns  of 
the  paper  shall  be  exercised  by  said  Blaine,  and  no  editorial  article  shall 
be  allowed  to  appear  in  said  paper  without  the  inspection  and  assent  of 
said  Blaine,  except  articles  whose  insertion  is  directed  by  said  Wood. 
And  all  editorial  articles  which  may  be  inserted  by  said  Wood's  direction 
the  said  Blaine  shall  have  the  right  to  dissent  from  in  the  columns  of  the 
•'  Advertiser,"  in  case  he  desires  to  present  different  views,  or  explain  his 
own  position. 

H.  For  the  considerations  herein  named  and  upon  the  conditions  cited, 
the  said  Blaine  binds  himself  to  use  all  honorable  efforts  for  the  prosperity 
and  advancement  of  the  **  Advertiser,-'  and  to  this  end  will  devote  all  the 
time  requisite  to  the  proper  and  faithful  discharge  of  liis  editorial  duties, 
and  will  not  aid  by  contribution  or  otherwise  in  the  editing  of  any  other 
paper  or  periodical,  and  will  not  engage  in  any  other  business  that  will 
conflict  with  the  proper  discharge  of  his  editorial  duties. 


In  1859  agreement  was  continued  between  Waldron,  Little  k, 
Co.  and  James  G.  Blaine,  in  presence  of  E.  B.  Webb,  with  the 
addition  that  '*in  case  said  Blaine  shall  serve  as  a  member  of 
the  Legislature,  he  shall  devote  his  compensation  as  such  to  the 
payment  of  a  substitute  in  his  place,  besides  himself  furnisliing 
not  less  than  three  leading  editorials  or  letters  for  tlie  paper 
each  week." 

February  11,  1860,  under  a  new  contract,  'Mf  said  Blaine  be 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  he  shall  receive  but  twelve  dollars 
per  week  for  his  editorial  services,  and  be  re([uired  to  furnish 
no  more  than  three  leaders  and  one  letter  each  week  during  the 
legislative  session.  This  agreement  shall  continue  in  full  force 
and  effect  for  one  year  after  the  services  of  said  Blaine  sliall 
commence,  and  may  then  be  discontinued  by  either  party 
thereto." 

The  Portland  Advertiser  was  a  daily.  Tlie  Kennebec 
Journal  had  been  a  weekly,  and  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Legislature  a  tri-weekly.  The  work  was  naturally  more  exact- 
ing, and  in  a  letter  to  his  mother  Mr.  Blaine  speaks  of 
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my  very  Tiumei'ous  oue*  and  my  oonstMit.  unremitting  dallj 

'I  Hpcnti  iitiout  unu-  liiilf  liin  w«ek  in  f  ortlKiid.  uiil  the  remainder  at  home. 
K  large  part  nf  my  nriiloriiil  labnr  U  porfnrtnrd  here,  and  as  Pnrtliuid  i* 
distant  bat  tiirett  linurs'  travtil  bj  mil,  I  can  gt-lnloug  justas  well  as  Ihmigb 
I  were  constantly  there.  I  liavo  tliougbl  u  Rooti  deal  about  mnving  there, 
but  hardly  think  I  shnll  ilo  $o.  Houtfl  iui<  I'uunnoniily  high  and  oxpensus 
of  Ittdng  higher  in  every  way  Uian  heiT.  The  city  i«  n  very  lx<aiitifnl  one, 
of  Uilrty  tliousiinil  irihnbitiintB,  sitiialtvt  ilim'IJy  im  titi-'  hockd,  anil  posamufi 
many  attrnctivo  pornlH  ax  a  place  nf  ivsldence.  I  lhinl(.  however,  iliat 
upon  the  whole  I  prefer  tlic  ijuint  niiit  ruUmmnnt  nf  Augtwlo.. 

Our  babies  gmw  finely.  Walker  Is  a  great  boy  of  now  nearly  tlirM 
years,  and  has  grown  prodigiously  nince  his  sieiinesH  of  Uie  past  summer, 
r  n1uUi  beton!  long  try  to  send  you  His  liaguerreotype-  Rramons  (now 
eight  months  old)  is  of  timirsp  very  hanilNonm  in  my  eyea.  He  Is  large, 
playful,  and  no  far  exceedingly  lioallliy. 

Dkc.  19.  I»A7. 

.  .  .  Walker  aii<l  li^mmoits  are  two  aw  beautiful  chlldmn  as.  In  tb« 
fcmiiiiuss  of  my  heart.  I  L-onld  {Hisjiibly  di'sire.  I  hopi?  before  rery  long  I 
may  be  able  to  bring  them  to  see  yuu,  or,  l)elter  xtill,  have  you  come  anil 
soc  them  —  or  woulil  you  venture  iiitn  tills  Puritan  land  F 

Tell  Nfr.  M.  U>  He  low  in  polltioal  matters  and  wat«h  the  Democratic 
j>iirly  riKJi  mi  to  Mil  f -dost nji-ti<m.  .  .  .  Tlic  Hnpubliuan  Pntnidiint  will 
Ut-yun<\  :i]\  •l-uhi  bo  inuxtrurati'd  on  the  'Ith  of  March.  1K61.  I  HhrniMltko 
lo  Hce  him  and  talk  politics,  but  I  cannot  write  them,  as  I  have  too  much  of 
that  to  do  (or  a  daily  paper. 

The  event  foresliadowed  in  the  contiuet  with  Mr.  Wood  came 
to  pass,  and  in  Septttniliev,  1858,  Mf.  Bhiine  was  elected  Repre- 
sentative from  August^t  in  t)ie  State  Legislature.  His  slight 
business  connection  with  Portland  had  not  been  long  enough  or 
strong  enough  to  weaken  his  bume  attitcbment  to  Augusta,  or 
to  invalidate  the  vigor  with  which,  whenever  an  attempt  was 
made  to  take  away  the  t'apitol  from  Augusta  and  give  it  to 
Portland,  he  opposed  it  tooth  and  nail.  Nor,  after  his  con- 
nection with  the  Advertiser  ceased,  was  he  ever  agaiu  tempte<l 
awwy  from  Augusta  to  Portland, 
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To  thiit  olSce  he  continued  to  be  reappointed  until  he  was  mad«  j 
Secretary  of  State  bj  Garfield  in  1881.  Indeed,  from  the  day 
of  liu  election  t<o  the  Legislature  his  district  never  let  go  her 
hold  upon  him,  except  to  reiinqnisb  liim  to  the  State,  and  the 
State  relinquished  him  only  to  the  uHtion.  As  Chairman  of 
the  Stat«  Committee,  his  organization  was  so  thorough  (hat  the 
party  marched  to  nearly  uninterrupted  victory,  and  the  other 
party  called  him  diot^itor.  A  dictator  he  was,  but  a  dicbitor 
who  believed  that  the  reason  and  conscience  of  the  people  was  the 
true  basis  of  government,  and  tlie  only  basis  of  popular  govern- 
ment, and  who,  therefore,  so  arranged  hiit  forces  na  to  meet  the 
reason,  and  enlist  the  conscience,  and  command  the  assent,  and 
know  the  purpose  of  every  man  in  the  community.  His  broad 
view,  his  swift  glance  were  accomfuinied  by  such  a  pataence  of 
detail  as  coimted  nothing  done  for  victoi-y  while  anything  re- 
mained to  be  done.  This  it  was  which  invested  his  counsels  with 
an  unsurpassed  vigor  and  vitality.  When  in  other  Statoii  ex- 
pected victories  turned  themselves  into  defeats  at  the  polls,  his 
surprised  question  was, "  Why  did  they  not  knou>  f  "  Thorough 
organization  waa  the  great  secret  of  his  political  diotAtorsbip. 

Of  this  period  of  his  life,   Ex-trovernor   Rohie  some   yeare 
afterwards  writes : 


It  was  my  good  fortune  to  have  been  associated  in  the  Legist(ttar«  of 
Maine  with  Mr.  Blaine  during  three  of  the  most  important  years  in  the 
history  of  our  State,  commencing  in  tlie  year  18^9.  .  .  .  He  came 
into  public  life  at  a  time  when  the  management  of  the  finances  of  onr 
State  required  a  searching  investigation,  and  he  was  made  chairman  of  a 
responsible  committee,  of  which  1  was  a  member.  ...  I  recall  the 
masterly  manner  in  which  he  liandled  the  deliisate  trust  committed  to  him, 
his  searching  and  uncompromising  efforts  to  save  the  credit  of  the  State. 
The  able  report  prepared  by  him  which  laid  open  and  explained  an  unfor- 
tunate misdirection  of  public  conliUcncc,  was  at  once  adapted ;  the  credit 
of  the  State  was  saved  by  his  labor  and  by  the  action  of  the  committee.  I 
call  to  mind  his  efforts  to  develop  the  great  railroad  interests  of  the  Stale, 
then  in  thoir  infancy,  but  aince  developed  in  consecjuence  of  methods  which 
he  advocated.  I  recall  his  recommendation  for  State  Prison  reform,  which 
created  a  new  departure  in  our  State  and  resulted  in  an  improved  method 
of  ])nsi>ii-»-.rk   ainl  (Ilr,.;lplln6,     I  i-annot  for  w;ml  nf  .piic-   rei'^ijiiluliilo 
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regard  to  which  his  un tiling  services  for  education,  temperance,  law, 
and  order,  and  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  State, 
entitle  him.     .     .     . 

These  are  some  of  the  manv  causes  which  have  contributed  to  create 
and  increase  the  warm  feeling  of  attachment  ami  State  pride  which  has 
grown  into  a  profound  veneration  among  the  Republican  masses. 

Yet,  in  truth,  his  popularity  Wius  soinethiug  other  than  this. 
The  personal  affection  lavished  upon  him  by  the  people  of 
Maine  was  apart  from  political  affiliation. 

The  attractiveness  which  never  failed  to  win  at  his  first  ap- 
pearance deepened  as  familiarity  grew.  His  sympathy  was 
seen  to  be  not  only  quick,  but  wide,  deep,  lasting,  and  fruitful. 
It  embraced  the  man  himself,  not  simply  the  citizen.  It  was 
seen  that  his  heart,  his  conviction,  his  conscience,  were  in  his 
work,  and  that  he  was  more  eager  to  secure  the  end  than  the 
credit  of  it.  Naturally  he  enlisted  the  best  in  every  man,  and 
gathered  by  divine  right  all  love  and  loyalty  to  liimself.  The 
personal  enthusiasm  which  centred  in  him  stretched  far  beyond 
the  point  of  personal  contact.  Governor  Kent  testified, "  Almost 
from  the  day  of  his  assuming  editorial  charge  of  the  Kennebec 
Journal,  Mr.  Blaine  sprang  into  a  position  of  great  influence 
in  the  politics  and  policy  of  Maine.  At  twenty-five  he  was  a 
leading  power  in  the  councils  of  the  party.  Before  he  was 
twenty-nine  he  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  Republican  organization  in  Maine,  a  position  from 
which  he  has  shaped  and  directed  political  campaigns  in  the 
State,  leading  his  part}'  to  brilliant  victory.  There  was  a  sort 
of  Western  dash  about  him  that  took  with  us  down-east^rs  ;  an 
expression  of  frankness,  candor,  and  contidence  that  gave  him, 
from  the  start,  a  very  strong  and  permanent  hold  on  our  people, 
and,  as  the  foundation  of  all,  pure  character  and  a  masterly 
ability  equal  to  all  demands  made  upon  him  ;  "  but  just  as  deeply 
and  more  definitely  right  was  the  old  neighbor  in  Augusta  who 
wrote  him,  on  his  fortieth  birthday,  in  Washington  : 

January  31,  1870. 

My  deab  Mr.  Blaine  :  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  safely  reach- 
ing your  fortieth  natal  day.  From  my  heart,  I  thank  God  for  your  life, 
and  for  your  public  and  private  virtues.    How  prosperous  have  been  your 


mOHHAJ'llY    'IF   .lAMKS    . 

^ears !  From  tLe  day  yuu  took  up  your  abode  in  AuguMa,  yi^iii'  ailvaauo- 
ment  has  been  sui'e  and  steady,  and  the  con6di-'iiue  and  iuitI<^!pKti<ms  of 
your  friends  have  never  been  disappointcid.  My  oppoitunities  for  personal 
observation,  and  for  knowing  what  others  think,  hava  b«!n  nij  good.  I 
believe,  as  ihose  of  any  other  person ;  and  I  have  never  hoard  you  ai'i-used 
of  any  dec-eptions,  triekeries,  double-dcalin)^,  ur  any  of  those  little  mean- 
nesses  that  taint  and  mar  Llie  life  of  so  many  pnblio  men.  That  there  liave 
been  envyings,  thern  can  be  no  doubt — alas,  who  is  free  from  thetnP  Tbat 
you  have  been,  and  are.  ambitious,  is  trui>,  I  suppose ;  bat  your  plans  ami 
measures  have  been  wise  and  sagacious,  not  tlislinnorable,  low,  and  mean. 
Your  friendship  for  me  —  how  constant  and  faithful  has  it  been !  Tliere  bu 
not  been  a  yr^ar  nf  our  iu.>c|uaiulant-u  tlut  has  not  witnessed  your  good  daily 
towards  me  and  mine,  and  all  tliat  Is  now  pleasant  and  oomfortable  in  my 
suiTDundlngB  I  owe  to  you.  Your  d<i|K)rlmcnt  towards  me  in  this  city  if 
as  cordial  and  ounsidei'ate  as  over,  ihougli  I  have  uppeared  to  you  many 
limes  mootly.  eroaking,  and  eyniratl. 

Iklay  <>oil  have  you  and  youi:«  in  his  uontiuuod  huly  keeping,  and  gnat 
yuu  all  thn  desii-ea  or  your  lieart ;  for  sure  I  am  Uiat  your  advancement  li   « 
also  tUf  sulvanMiineni  of  liio  puiiltu  welfaiv. 


When  tliL-  Republican  uuuvciitioii  mut  in  Ctuc^^  in  I860. 
Mr.  Stevens  and  Mr.  Blaine  altt-ndiHl  it,  tlit^  oiiu  us  Kepubllcan 
delegate,  tim  otber  as  u  voliintvur  fn)ni  vivid  iH-rsonal  inten-st. 
Mr.  Stevens  was  for  Mr.  Sewartrs  nomination,  and,  as  usual,  all 
hia  soul  was  in  liis  conviction.  Mr.  Blaine  had  been  appointed 
Prison  Commissioner  for  the  State  in  ]  859,  and  with  great  care 
had  investigated  prisons  in  many  States  and  hia  report  is  still 
quoted  as  authority.  On  one  such  visit  he  had  found  him- 
self in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lin  coin -Douglas  debate,  and  had 
availed  himself  of  tiie  opportunity  to  hear  Mr.  Lincoln  twice. 
He  had  followed  the  st-natorial  contest  with  interest,  and  ever 
after  was  an  enthusiastic  adherent  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  was 
now  his  earnest  advocate.  Indeed  he  believed  his  paper,  the 
Kennebec  Journal,  to  be  tlie  lirst  out!  which  ever  mentioned 
Lincoln's  name  for  the  presidency. 

He  could  not  win  Mr.  Stevens  away  from  Seward,  but  of  the 
sixteen  Maine  delegates  not  pledged,  but  supposed  to  be  for 
Seward,  six  voted  for  Lincoln.  This  division  of  an  Eastern 
di-lfir.'Li"ii  for  tht!  Western  iu:lii  had  li 
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time,  but  it  did  not  alter  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  the 
better  candidate. 

Chenery  House,  Springfield,  III., 

Sunday,  May  20,  1860. 

I  came  here  yesterday  from  Chicago,  in  company  with  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  National  Convention  to  notify  Mr.  Lincoln  of  his  nomina- 
tion. We  reached  here  before  sunset,  and  were  received  by  a  tremendous 
crowd  at  the  depot,  conducted  to  the  hotel,  treateil  to  a  handsome  supper, 
and  then  taken  to  Mr.  Lincoln^s  residence,  where  Mr.  Ashmun,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, chairman  of  the  committee,  formally  notified  him  of  his  nomina- 
tion, and  Mr.  Lincoln  accepted  it  in  a  most  admirable,  pertinent,  and  brief 
speech.  We  were  all  then  formally  presented  to  him  and  also  to  his  wife, 
who  is  a  very  lady-like  and  quite  good-looking  person.  Lincoln  himself 
is  a  far  better-looking  man  than  you  would  expect  from  the  miserable  car- 
icature I  sent  you.  It  is  like  him  to  be  sure,  but  a  most  grotes(]ue  and 
exaggerated  painting  of  his  phiz  and  features.  .  .  .  While  a  very 
awkward-looking  man,  you  realize  at  once  that  it  is  the  awkwardness  of 
genius  rather  than  any  proof  of  the  lack  of  it. 

I  think  the  nomination  the  very  best  that  could  have  been  made  in  every 
way,  and  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  the  election  of  the  ticket  than  I  have 
that  Maine  will  be  carried  by  the  Republicans.  Governor  Morrill  and  my- 
self worked  hard  for  Lincoln  from  the  time  we  reached  Chicago,  and  you 
may  depend  we  feel  no  little  gratiiication  at  tlie  result.  All  the  way  out  in 
the  cai*s  I  tried  to  persuade  Lot  tliat  Lincoln  was  the  man,  but  he  would  not 
believe  it  until  after  he  reached  Chicago.  His  convictions  were  then 
speedily  strengthened  and  confirmed.  The  renomination  of  Hamlin  [for  the 
Senate]  proves  what  there  is  in  being  a  lucky  man.  He  always  turns  up 
on  the  winning  side,  and  the  very  fact  that  he  is  on  the  ticket  is  a  good 
augury  of  success.  People  generally  accept  it  as  assurance,  and  that 
impression  will  be  as  gootl  as  the  reality.     .     .     . 

It  is  now  a  little  after  nine  o'clock,  and  the  various  gentlt^men,  strangers 
like  myself,  are  inquiring  where  th(^  best  preaching  may  be  found. 

Among  those  in  our  company  is  Governor  Morgan. 

On  the  way  home  Mr.  Stevens  stopped  at  Mr.  Seward's  for 
consolation,  but  the  intereoui>;e  only  deepened  the  disappoint^ 
ment  which  he  shared  with  many  Eastern  nuMi.  For  two  days 
after  reaching  Augustii  he  did  not  j^o  near  Mr.  Blaine,  and  when 
he  did  it  was  only  to  revert  for  a  moment  to  theology  : 

"  Here,  you  have  got  your  man.     Now,  tiike  your  d d  old 

paper  and  run  it  I  " 

And  the  stout-hearttnl  loyalist  was  as  good  as  his  word,  turned 
his  back  upon  his  paper,  for  three  montlis  —  much,  it  must  l)e 
admitted,  to  Mr.  Blaine's  satisfaction,  since  it  left  him  free  to 
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reaume  and  use  th<:    Jfniniiil   ;is  li  halUTiiig-mm   through 
LiiiQobi   campaigii. 

Tile  war  of  ideas  earnestly  waged,  came  to  its  unexpected 
and  ten-ible  issue  in  blow!.  The  North  shuddered  incredulous, 
but  the  forces  uf  freedom  and  peace  rallied  in  a  new  and  untried 
defence.  For  one  moment  it  was  mere  playing  at  war,  hut  tlie 
grief  nf  Baltimore,  ttie  Rurprised  horror  of  RuU  Run,  passed 
into  the  unrelenting  grip  of  &  four  years'  war,  fought  by  mil- 
lions of  men. 

Concerning  Mr.  Blaine,  there  was  never  any  question  of  hu 
tmttle-field.  The  soldiers  themselveH  drafted  him  into  the  bu{h 
port  and  sustenance  of  the  army,  and  h'm  jfre^il-grundaire's  gravo 
did  litter  forth  a  voice. 

He  was  in  constant  oommuniciition  with  gener.ils  and  privates. 
He  w(i«  the  servant  of  the  soldier,  whether  it  were  to  champion 
a  general  against  unjust  attack  in  the  newspajiers,  or  to  sub- 
mit cheerfully  to  the  demolition  of  his  own  purse  or  the 
devastation  of  hia  own  lanh'r,  for  the  sohlierH'  »udden  eme> 
geucy.  In  gathering  the  regiments,  in  their  care  and  comfort  at 
liome,  in  forwarding  and  fumishing  them,  in  keeping  comrau- 
nicntlou  open  between  them  and  their  families,  in  help  for  the 
wounded  and  ministry  for  the  dead,  he  wit^  unwearied,  not  only 
in  service,  but  in  sympathy.  He  shared,  if  he  did  not  sound, 
Maine's  proud  boiist  of  being  the  banner  State  in  raising  her 
quota  for  the  Holy  War.  In  defeat  and  darkness  he  maintained 
with  cheerful  confidence  the  ability  of  the  country  to  suppress 
the  rebellion,  the  ability  of  the  Union  to  maintain  itself.  He 
was  at  the  right  hand  of  the  State  authorities,  ever  at  call,  and 
iti  frequent  and  close  communication,  for  the  State,  with  the 
general  government  at  Wasliingtun. 

One  letter  shows  iis  well  sis  many  the  necessary  but  unbla- 
zoned  civilian  side  of  army  work.  It  is  from  Mr.  Washburn, 
who  was  then  governor  of  Maine,  t«  Mr.  Blaine,  who  was  in 
Washington : 

AuGiTSTA,  Oct.  30,  1861. 
Mv  DEAR  SlK:  1  reUirneii  from  UoaUm  laal  uvoiiing,  wliei-e  I  had  been 
for  tliru.:  or  four  iliiys  ;iiTLin}£iiig  for  sniiie  ab-«)liit<'  iioivls.     1  tlier«  » 
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Your  letter  of  the  24th  forbids  the  State  doing  anything  more  than  fur- 
nish men,  tents,  and  clothing  for  the  artillery  companies,  but  yours  of  the 
28th  intimates  that  the  State  may  furnish  guns,  carriages,  etc.,  for  all  but 
Tillson's  company. 

As  it  will  take  so  much  time  to  get  up  all  these  things,  and  will  cause 
so  many  inconveniences,  will  it  not,  on  the  whole,  be  best  for  govern- 
ment to  furnish  everything  save  these  —  men,  horses,  clothing,  and  tents  ? 
Will  not  General  Barry  furnish  all  tlie  rest  ?  Let  him  do  as  he  chooses 
about  horses,  though  I  would  like  to  buy  them  in  Maine,  but  make  no 
special  point  if  government  has  the  horses  on  hand;  but  if  it  has  not, 
why  not  let  them  be  purchased  here  ?  Upon  consultation  witli  General 
Barry,  advise  me  what  to  do.  I  think  we  shall  hardly  raise  more  than 
three  companies  artillery  in  addition  to  Shepley's  and  Dow's  (Tillson's). 
There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  raising  tliese. 

As  to  camp  stoves,  Colonel  Harding  has  got  up  a  pattern  that  will  answer 
splendidly  —  he  makes  the  pipe  serve  the  double  purpose  of  stove-pipe 
and  tent-pole.  The  pipe  is  stiff,  strong,  steady,  and  lets  the  smoke  escape 
from  the  apex  of  the  tent.  It  is  lighter  than  the  common  wooden  pole. 
The  entire  expense  of  tent  and  pipe  will  not  exceed  $4.00,  and  by  it  you 
dispense  with  the  pole,  saving  thereby  some  fifty  cents  in  cost  of  tlie  tent, 
and  it  warms  the  tent  well,  and  is  a  saving  of  wood  and  thus  of  expense. 
One  of  them  has  been  in  use  here  for  several  days  and  works  admirably  — 
nothing  else  can  be  so  good —  there  is  no  smoke  in  the  tent.  If  we  don't 
get  a  patteni  in  season,  will  it  be  safe  to  contract  for  some  of  these  ?  Stoves 
are  now  much  needed,  as  cold  weather  is  coming  on.  Telegraph  me  — 
remember  the  net  expense  will  not  exceed,  hardly  come  up  to,  $3.50,  in- 
cluding stove  and  pipe. 

Advise  me  of  the  proper  steps^to  draw  money  for  payment  of  the  horses 
and  clothing. 

You  know  Colonel  Marshall  and  tlie  Seventh  have  been  constructing  a  fort 
at  Baltimore,  in  which  they  took  great  interest.  It  would  be  exceedingly 
gratifying  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  particularly  to  Mrs.  Marshall, 
if  the  fort  can  be  named  after  the  brave  and  noble  man  who  built  it.  Will 
you  speak  to  the  Secretary  about  it  ?  It  would  be  a  most  lit  and  graceful 
act. 

I  have  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Variiey  colonel  of  the  Seventh.  I 
am  rejoiced  at  your  success  in  getting  the  laws.  Laus  Deo,  and  some 
latis  J.  G.  B. 

I  think  we  ought  to  have  at  least  one  army  artillery  sergeant  for  each 
battery.     I  will  write  Mr.  Belger. 

Messrs.  Sammat  and  Tavler  came  vesteitlav.  Bowen  has  not  arrived. 
The  rubber  blanket  is  such  protection  to  the  health  of  the  soldier  that  I 
think  the  government  >\ill  see  that  there  is  economy  in  adopting  it. 

Recruiting  is  going  on  satisfactorily.  Colonel  Caldwell  will  leave  next 
week  —  the  Twelfth  and  Thiiteenth  are  well  along  —  the  Sharpshooters  is 
full,  and  a  good  beginning  is  made  with  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth.  Cav- 
alry regiment  is  full,  though  about  one  hundred  men  have  not  yet  come 


Into  tflunp.  I  oan  move  ui  two  weeks  if  it  tinli/  han  arms.  Con  yoa  get 
them  ?  I  don't  want  il  t«  lenvo  without.  Thoy  want  Ui  nutvh  to  Washing- 
ton, or  at  any  rale  through  New  Euglviil"  It  will  Ihi  Ifiie  drill  for  men  and 
horsis.    Can  j-ou  got  iionmint?    Yon  pant  cxaggorate  this  ro^nx^nt. 

I  do  want  to  pive  Culonel  ("aklwi'Uii  reginioni  their  nmia  bufon-  they 
stnrt.     Please  see  wliat  i»n  be  ilone  tor  thetn  —  where  wiil  it  goP 

Maine  has  not  yet  received  amis  fnnu  tInitM)  Statu  nvftra^ng  with 
thoM  of  other  States.  rioruniiuBnt  hax  fiimlsht-d  not  on«  Mainu  regiment 
with  rifles- 
Will  yon  see  how  Colonel  Beriy  is  satistloi]  wilii  the  anon  itf  liis  regi- 
tiiunt  i*  Ask  him  whatl  stulldo —  some  eiglit  or  leu  hundrml  Enflnltl  riBes 
will  nrrive  soon  in  Now  York  for  us,  In  «eason  probably  for  one  of  our 
regiments  as  it  passes  tlirough  Umt  city.  Ask  biin  whetfanr  these  guns 
sitall  be  sent  to  him  by  oiipress,  while  another,  MpKey,  musl  go  to  Wssli- 
ingtou  armless,  and  tJiore  gnt  j^nns  niudi  pnortir  tiian  he  now  has?  1 
wUh  to  gratify  him,  tliougfa  I  ifalnk  It  would  lie  rather  shiftless  cutisidoring 
tho  guns  he  now  Iuls.  that  tlicy  an;  bettx^r  Llian  am  often  ilollvnn'd  now; 
but  If  ho  ia  very  particiilur.  I  >iup|M>!4e  I  aui  glvM  liim  sU  to  seven  hunilred, 
whii-li,  with  the  rifled  he  now  has,  will  give  this  kind  arm*  to  all  hU  men. 
Itiitif  he  Is  (Hinlent  with  Uiliigs  as  lliey  ure.  thete  gnns  will  fnruish  flank 
iiompanies  of  some  four  or  tivn  rrgimi^nla  with  rlflps. 

I  would  like  to  have  you  visit  all  our  Maine  I'ampiiaiiU  report  twinlition. 


Mr.  B]aine*H  pnlitical  creed  till  the  war  olosed  wnw  t!ie  rjiiou 
thi-oiigh  Abrahiim  Lincoln.  He  left  the  ehitir  and  took  the  floor 
ill  the  House  to  iterate  his  faith  and  emphasize  his  position. 
Mr.  GouM,  of  'I'lioniiwtun,  a  vet^^ran  Deiiiix^nit  and  a.  prominent 
lawyer,  opposed  resolutions  -supporting  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  hardly 
yet  have  the  icverbenitions  tlied  away  of  the  ringing  and 
stinging  words  with  which  Mr.  liiaine  earried  all  hefore  him  — 
words  so  energi/.ed  that  they  seemed  Hkn  a  physical  attack. 
His  friend,  Hon.  William  I*.  Krye,  nf  Lewlaton,  now  and  for 
many  years  United  Stjitcs  Senatiir,  o<;eiipie<I  the  chair  at  the 
timi!,  and  has  hardly  jiersuaded  himself  that  in  vigor,  force, 
effectiveness,  Mr.  Blaine  ever  surpas-sed  that  early  grapple  witli 
slavery  and  rebellion.  The  hiyal  niitsses  of  the  nation  have 
made  truisms  of  the  truths  wliieli  were  then  only  divined,  but 
wlioae  nttenince  was  determining,  decisive. 

'^I  am  for  the  administration  thi-tmgli  and  through,  being  an 
^arlv  iiriil  litiiniiehiri-,'  believer    in  tb,-   abilitv.  the   lion,-stv.  ;md 
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propositions  which  I  have  laid  down  as  ultimate  steps,  I  tell 
him  boldly  that  if  the  life  of  the  nation  seemed  to  demand  the 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  I  would  violate  it ;  and  in  taking 
this  ground  I  am  but  repeating  the  expression  of  President  Lin- 
coln in  his  message,  when  he  declared  that '  it  were  better  to 
violate  one  provision  than  that  all  should  perish.'  The  gen- 
tleman sticks  to  forms :  I  go  for  substance.  He  sacrifices  the 
end  to  the  means :  I  stand  ready  to  use  the  means  essential  to 
the  end.  I  am  sure  that  I  speak  no  less  the  sentiments  of  patri- 
otic Republicans  than  of  those  truly  loyal  Democrats  who  intend 
to  stand  by  the  administration  to  the  end  of  this  fight  with 
i-ebellion  and  treason." 

But  no  stonn  of  the  outside  world  ever  made  the  lire  on  his 
hearth-stone  burn  low.  With  all  the  stress  of  war  and  politics 
and  business  and  travel,  he  never  forgot  to  say  the  loving  word 
to  the  present,  to  write  a  loving  word  to  the  absent.  It  might 
be  only  a  word,  but  it  certified  sympathy,  memory,  affection. 

His  letters  to  his  motiier  and  sister  are  continuous  —  almost 
always  accompanied  by  some  little  "  gift "  or  "  remembrance  " 
or  proposal  of  pleasure  which  he  begs  them  to  accept.  In  his 
occasional  journeys  he  remembers  not  only  the  Great  Hearts 
but  the  Little  Hearts  to  be  gladdened  by  news  from  him  ;  and 
printed  letters  to  the  cliildreii  are  scattered  all  along  the  way. 

May  15,   1859. 
To  liis  sister : 

You  and  ma  could  not  do  me  a  gi'eatcr  favor  tliau  to  send  me  all 
your  family  letters  from  Lancaster,  Washington,  Pa.,  and  wherever  else 
you  may  think  worth  while.  1  am  so  far  out  of  the  circle  of  my  own  •*  kith 
and  kin  "  that  I  hear  no  more  of  them  directly  than  though  1  was  in  Siberia. 
...  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  visit  to  Philadelj)hia  within  the  year, 
but  at  what  time  I  cannot  now  say. 

.  .  .  Emmons  is  now  nearly  two  years  old  ;  a  perfect  rogue.  Walker 
sedate  and  sober.     .     .     . 

P.S.  —  The  passport  was  received.  .  .  .  He  may  tell  (ieneral  C'ass  that 
I  will  sell  it  back  to  him  for  half  price,  as  I  have  concluded,  most  probably, 
to  postpone  my  trip  until  I  can  have  my  passport  signed  by  a  Bepiibliran 
Secretary  of  State,  which  will  be  from  and  after  March  4,  18C1. 

Washington  City,  D.C,  March  25,  1861. 

My  DEAR  Walker:  I  received  your  nice  little  note  tliis  morning.  I 
shall  long  keep  it  as  the  first  letter  written  to  me  by  my  darling  little  son. 
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Hior.R.iPHY   or  .ijmkn  o.   ulaine. 


Tho  weatlier  here  ib  vorj  w»nu.  There  to  no  snow  hew,  The  dnst  U 
very  thick  luid  blows  in  my  cyns  whenevnr  I  go  oil  tho  RtreiA. 

I  saw  Abo  Lincoln  at  tlie  While  II-iuw.  anil  I  lieard  thai  hla  children  sre 
iivk  with  tiio  meaalei*. 

Ki^s  dear  little  Aliyi)  (or  eajia. 


Y.  March  S9.  IiWl. 

My  dear  Euhons:  Pupa  Wiw  vnry  glml  to  i-eceivo  a  lotwr  from  bia 
dear  liltlii  son.     .     .     . 

When  1  oomii  huiu<-  we  will  gut  the  ex{)r<4SH  wugon  out  of  the  barn,  nnd 
have  it  okely  fittdd  tip  for  vmi  luid  Walker  tfi  ride  in  next  aumnier. 

Kiw  Alit-L*  for  luf. 

West  roWT,  Jtiiu^ll.  1861. 

Ur  UKAM  Wai-km(:  Thix  picicr  ill  vnry  iMiautiful  indenl.  It  ix  on  « 
high  hill,  with  tuouulaiua  all  aruiiiid,  tuid  the  great  Uudsou  Hvor  at  the 
base.  There  are  very  many  ships  .lad  stcamboniN  lull  pa.<>t  here,  nnd  soma 
very  lurgo  onos :  one  slf-ainbost.  eallei]  the  "  Inaw:  Norton."  ia  four  huu- 
drod  and  four  feel  long.  *s  far  nearly  as  from  Mr.  I'otter'-i  to  the  Manaicto 
Koiiaii.    They  sail  vary  fast,  some  of  them  going  twenty  miles  in  aa  hour. 

In  the  rivor  just  opposite  where  I  sit  is  an  isUnd  called  "Constitution 
Island."  It  is  not  very  large,  and  one  lady  owns  the  whole  of  iL  She  is  a 
very  smart  lady  and  writes  booka.  Slio  wrote  one  called  (Jueeehy.  whtoi  I 
know  you  will  read  when  yuu  are  old  ciirnigli.     ...     1  wish  you  would 


Mr  DEAR  Ehuons  : 
learning  to  be  suldioi 
music  and  tliiity  musii 
large  gilt  staff  in  his  h 


{To  be  reml  by  Walktr.) 

West  Point.  New  York,  June  13,  1861, 
There  are  a  greut  many  boya  and  young  men  here 
i ;  when  tliey  drill  they  have  a  splendid  band  of 
ans.  .K  man  walks  at  the  head  of  the  band  with  a 
nd.  with  which  he  directs  them  how  to  play.  He 
,-cry  bighatwitli  four  very  large  feathers  in  it.  They  call  him 
the  drum  major. 

I  hope  you  go  to  school  every  day  and  behave  yourself  well. 
I  don't  think  you  ought  to  whistle  ut  the  table,  but  you  can  do  so  In  the 
front  yard. 

New  York. 
Mr  DEAR  Walker  :  Before  the  war  began  Ex-President  Kerce  wrote  a 
letter  to  Jeff  Davis,  telling  him  that  Northern  people  would  help  him  fight 
against  Kepubiieans.     When   our  troops   under  (ieneral   Grant   captured 
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Mt  deab  Ma  :  I  have  thought  it  just  as  well  to  slip  this  translation  of 
Emmons^s  letter  into  the  envelope,  as  I  doubt  if  you  could  read  his  scrawl. 
It  is  entirely  his  own  in  every  respect. 

Augusta,  Oct.  28,  1865. 

Dear  Grandmother  :  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  did  not  write  before.     I 

want  to  tell  you  about  the  baby.     Alice  calls  her  **  Pleasant  M ."    She 

is  the  pleasantest  child  you  ever  saw.     .     .     . 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  large  part  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  Property  amounting  to  half  a  million  of  dollars  was  lost. 
Nine  engines  were  playing,  among  which  was  a  new  steam  fire-engine.  I 
cannot  think  of  anything  more,  so  good-by  for  a  week. 

From  your  affectionate  grandson, 

Williams  £.  Blaine. 
P.S.  —  Uncle  R.  has  been  here  and  returned. 
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VTTT. 


IN   CONGRESS. 


'T14"R.  BLAINE'S  itmrkuil  NQccetw  ni  llie  State  I^gislattire 
-^-^  itmiie  his  electiuii  Ut  the  Ndtional  Cougfrew  pure  foreordi- 
nation.  His  ability  was  soconspicucnw  that  movetneQUi  forhis 
promotion  began  long  before  his  own  jii(l^in<-nt  coulii  further 
them.  He  was  .1  strong  party  niun,  seeing  that  meanures  could 
only  Ih!  effei-ted  through  organized  autioii.  He  r^fuaod  therefore 
to  consider  any  penional  pruposition  that  tJireatened  jmrty  har- 
mony. He  had  moreover  tho  happy  faeulty  of  enjoying  the 
Mtate  wherein  he  was  placed,  lie  liked  well  t«i  disoovur  and 
aehieve  its  [toayibilitiuit,  and  he  BHpecially  liked  not  at  all  to 
viuUtc  the  just  elainiM,  or  even  di»ap|>oint  thu  expeetatioits,  of 
others.  The  following  slight  oorrewpundoiioe,  but  one  of  many 
similar  records,  is  thoroughly  characteriHtic. 

AcGtiSTA.  June  26,  1860. 
Mr  DEAB  Sir  :  The  opportunity  to  set  nmttors  right  in  Monmoulh 
ocuurred  early  and  naturally.  The  day  after  1  saw  you  I  received  the  en- 
closed, and  answered  it, as  you  will  st^e.  im  tliird  pngi;  of  this  sheet.  I  also 
saw  Mr.  T.  L.  Stanton,  of  North  Munniouth,  hkst  night,  and  set  him  right. 
Do  you  know  anything  spuuitie  aliout  Leeils?  I  lulvisi;  you  to  look  after 
that  locality  with  some  care.  You  may  if  you  please  return  this  note,  as  I 
may  wish  to  keep  Andrews's  letter. 

In  ha3t«,  your  friend  truly, 

J.  G.  Blaine. 
Rov.  A.  P.  MoKRiLL. 


'.  (i.  Blaine,  Esq.: 
Dear  Sib  ;  Is  your  name 


Cmifidential. 

MosMOrTH,  Jane  23,  1860. 
J  be  used  ill  the  Congressional  CouTenlJOD  of 
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In  this  I  speak  what  I  know.   Should  you  feel  disposed,  I  would  be  happy 
to  hear  from  you  at  an  early  day. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Geo.  Fi.  Andrews. 

Augusta,  June  25,  1860. 
Gec).  H.  Andrews,  Esq. : 

My  dear  Sir  :  Your  kind  and  friendly  favor  of  the  23d  is  before  me. 
The  tender  of  your  support  for  the  honorable  post  of  representative  in 
Congress  is  exceedingly  gratifying  and  flattoring  to  me,  and  proves  that  I 
have  not  reckoned  amiss  in  counting  you  among  my  most  earnest  friends. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  advise  you  that  I  am  not  a  candidate  for  that 
position.  It  may  possibly  be  known  to  you  that  Ex-Go vemor  Morrill  de- 
sires the  nomination,  and  I  should  consider  it  both  ungenerous  and  unjust 
for  me  to  allow  my  name  to  be  iLsed  against  him.  He  has  done  much  and 
sacrificed  much  for  the  Republican  party  in  the  day  of  its  trial  and  its  need, 
and  the  opportunity  seems  now  to  be  presented  for  suitably  and  cordially 
recognizing  his  worth  and  his  services.  You  can  readily  see  how  unbe- 
coming it  would  be  in  a  man  of  my  years  to  contest  the  nomination  with 
him,  even  if  I  personally  desired  to  do  so.  Its  effect  could  only  be  to 
divide  the  hitherto  harmonious  ranks  of  the  Republicans  of  Kennebec. 

I  shall  therefore  most  cheerfully  support  (Governor  Morrill  for  the  nom- 
ination, and  shall  urge  all  my  friends  to  do  the  siime. 

Yours  most  truly, 

J.  G.  Blaine. 

When  the  propitious  time  came,  his  nomination  to  Congress 
was  spontaneous,  unanimous,  enthusiastic,  and  in  this  spirit 
every  succeeding  step  was  prompted.  The  only  question  was 
as  to  what  office  he  should  fill,  never  as  to  whether  he  should 
fill  office.  His  majority  at  the  election  approved  the  wisdom 
and  justified  the  enthusiasm  of  the  nomination  ;  and  thenceforth 
to  the  day  of  his  death  his  State  held  him  in  love  and  pride  that 
knew  no  waning  or  wavering;  that  counted  all  his  honors 
won ;  and  all  that  he  failed  to  wear,  a  personal  sorrow  and  a 
national  loss. 

In  accepting  the  nomination,  July  8, 1862,  he  not  only  referred 
with  respect  and  gratitude  to  his  immediate  predecessor,  Hon. 
Anson  P.  Morrill,  and  to  the  earlier  men  who  had  given  the  Ken- 
nebec District  a  front  rank  in  Congress  by  their  ability,  culture, 
and  skill  in  debate,  but  dwelt  with  peculiar  affection  on  "  the 
able  editor,  the  sincere  friend,  the  judicious  adviser,  the  upright 
man,  Luther  Severance,  who,  after  promoting  the  elections  of  Mr. 


18H  nroGRAPnr  or  -r^jfEs  f;,    blj/jte. 


SpraguC  (ind  Mr.  F.vnn»  with  nnsurptwnetl  activity  and  zoaI.  was 
rowariled  with  micceAsion  to  the  seat  to  which  they  !iad  glv^n 
eminent  distinction.  If  you  will  jtai-don  the  personal  reference. 
I  rogarded  it  lut  the  chief  homir  of  my  life,  bcfuni  yon  cn)WTied 
nip  with  yonr  favor  to-day.  tliat  I  followed  leather  Severam-e, 
iotigo  interp'tflo.  in  the  cditorHhip  of  the  Kennebec  •loumal. 
which  he  had  founded  and  nurtured,  and  U>  which  he  had  gireu 
character  and  prominence  thronghont  the  State.  There  have 
perhaps  been  more  brilliant  men  in  Muin«  than  Luther  Sever 
ance,  but  not  one  who  ever  enjoyed  the  public  confidence  in  n 
higher  degree,  or  repaid  that  confidence  more  amply  by  an 
honorable  and  Btainleas  lite." 

In  thiH  aucGptinj;  speech  ho  announced  as  his  platform  -~  Abra- 
ham I/iii(!oIn.  He  made  no  pledge  of  principleH  to  be  adopted 
or  measures  to  Iw  carried  out.  His  one  pledge  was,  *  If  I  am 
called  to  a  Hcat  in  Congrowt.  I  ahall  go  there  with  a  determina- 
tion to  ntand  heartily  and  urireserveiMy  by  the  adminuttratiun 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  the  AUcceAH  of  that  adminiiitration. 
under  the  good  providence  of  God,  ruHls,  I  solemnly  believe, 
lh«  fate  uf  the  American  Union.  If  we  cannot  snbduv  tlie 
rebellion  through  the  agency  of  the  administration,  there  is  no 
other  piiwt-r  given  under  heaven  among  men  to  which  wb  can 
apjieal.  Herice  I  repwit  that.  I  shall  coneeivn  it  t.o  lie  my  duty, 
as  your  representative,  to  be  the  unswerving  adherent  of  Uie 
policy  and  measures  which  the  President  in  his  wisdom  may 
ado[it.  Tht^  case  is*  one,  in  the  present  exigency,  where  men 
loyal  to  the  Union  cannot  divide.  The  President  is  commander- 
in-chief  of  our  land  and  naval  forces,  and  while  he  may  be 
counselled  he  raURt  not  be  opposed." 

On  the  great  question  which  had  ali-eady  becohie  not  slavery, 
but  emancijiation,  he  spoke  with  veiled,  but  not  vague  voice: 
"The  great  object  with  us  nil  is  to  subdue  the  rcbeltioD 
sjtecdily,  effectually,  finally.  In  our  niari'h  to  that  end  we  must 
crush  all  iuterveuing  obstaclos.  If  slavery,  or  any  other  "in- 
stitution," stands  in  the  way,  it  must  be  removed.  Perish  all 
things  else,  the  national  life  must  lie  saved.  My  individual  con- 
victions of  what  may  be  needful  are  perhaja  in  advance  of  those 
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however,  I  do  not  wish  tx)  see  an  attempt  made  to  carry  them 
out  until  it  can  be  done  by  an  administration  sustained  by  the  re- 
sistless energy  of  the  loyal  masses.  I  think,  myself,  those  masses 
are  rapidly  adopting  the  idea  that  to  smite  the  rebellion  its 
malignant  cause  must  be  smitten." 

In  early  September  tlie  metropolitan  newspapers  began  to 
announce  from  their  Maine  (jorrespondents,  among  the  congres- 
sional nominations  of  the  country,  that  of  Mr.  James  G.  Blaine, 
who  had  been  "for  the  last  two  yeai's  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  Augusta,  who  is  an  able  debater,  and  who 
will  at  once  take  high  rank  among  the  debaters  in  the  national 
House  of  Representatives," 

When  the  vote  was  announced  which  upheld  the  President 
and  the  Union,  the  i)atriotic  State  proudly  boasted  that, 
though  her  young  voters  had  carried  the  battle  from  the  polls 
to  the  field, — ninety  Republican  to  ten  Demoiiratic  soldiers,  — 
she  had  citizens  enough  left  to  man  the  ballot-boxes. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Blaine's  entrance  into  Congress,  President 
Lincoln  was  the  centre  of  a  storm  of  hostile  criticism.  The 
sliafts  aimed  at  him  were  not  only  pointed,  })ut  envenomed. 
The  suggestions  of  his  message  were  pronounced  vague  and 
impracticable,  wildly  unjust,  worse  than  tyranny,  a  l)etrayal  of 
the  principles  of  our  fathers.  It  was  the  '^  despot's  edict,  a 
ukase  from  the  chambers  of  an  autocrat."  The  President  was 
hotly  charged  with  political  duplicity,  with  mean  and  treach- 
erous trickery,  and  was  consigned  by  many  a  now  forgotten 
foe  to  eternal  infamy. 

Enemies  abroad  repeated  the  obloc^uy  of  the  foe  at  home, 
and  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  message  they  saw,  to  the  rei)ublic  whose 
safety  is  the  first  care  of  monarchs,  every  menace,  from  the 
sanction  of  State  suicide  to  a  "  bid  "  foi*  renomination. 

Even  in  the  house  of  his  friends  the  great  President  was 
wounded.  DistinguLshe<l  and  patriotic  men  were  coldly  criti- 
cal, if  not  actively  hostile,  towards  the  leader  whom  they  did 
not  comprehend,  but  whom  they  could  pain  and  hinder  —  hin- 
derance  perhaps  the  greatest  pain  of  all. 

Naturally  the  Maine  victory  won  in  his  name  wiis  doubly  wel- 
come to  Mr.  Lincoln;  the  men  whom  it  sent  to  Washington 
found  Ills  confidence  alrejuly  bespoken,  and  thus  perhaps  Mr. 


Hn  Htnf!it.irnr  or  j  ah  eh  n.   itr-Atya. 


Blame  litu]  irear  uc-ucs»  Ui  liiui  tlitui  wnulil  utlierwixv  Iihvp  been 
awarded;  Knd  nil  liis  interominte  iii9]iired  him  ivitJt  deeper  faith 
iu  the  President's  wisdom,  and  confirmed  his  KfcejitMimo  tif  the 
J'rcsidetit'K  Icadcreliii)  as  the  only  itafcty. 

AiKitlicr  I'l^midunL,  Mr.  LiiicolnV  predeeuMtor,  Mr.  Uuidianan. 
waa  wfttcbiug  the  new  memher.  and  in  a  letter  nf  Bocrunotit  and 
inquiry  from  Wlieatland,  showing  Ins  continued  deep  ititemt 
in  pilhlic  matten*,  he  wrote : 

Mr.  B1ftini>  1raii>  in  tlit^  Iloiwc  of  Reprewntativei ;  hn  will  riaa  to  tie 
uno  <tt  thf  leodort  tn  reaoiMtmrtlon.  t  know  Chat  tin  cnmoa  rrom  a  notil* 
Ntnck  nf  (innple  m  the  uountioJi  of  Wtwhm^un  anil  CmnliHvlaiicI,  Pnnn. 


The  problems  hoforc  Congresn  at  the  time  of   Mr.   Blaine'i  I 
entmtiue  were  Minli  aa  enliated  hist  wnrmeat  and  iiij^hest  intereet 
—  the  Bupport  of  the  patriotic  army  on  the  field,  and  the  ollirad 
and  complete  abolition  of  slavery,  made  prjssibic  through  the  j 
army  and  proclaimed  by  Abraham  Lincoln.     When  this  stem  i 
ariuy  of  more  than  a  million  men  raelted  away  nnder  the  suiw  1 
■hine  of  peace,  sad  became  agiuD  an  elementiU  where  it  hAm 
been  an  objective  force  of  productiveness  and  prosperity  ;  when 
slavery  had  been  eliminated  from  the  young  natioTi  whoxe  life 
it  had  endangered.  — ^the  question  b<;came  at  once  a  question  nf 
healing,  of  restoring  national  nnity,  of  rebuilding  waste  placet 
on  new  and  lasting  foundations,     A  great  State  rent  by  four 
years  of   fierce  war  was  to  be  reconstructed  on    the  old  lines 
of    republicanism,   and    on    the    new  lines   of   nniveraal   in<U> 
vidual  liberty.     President    Lincoln   proclaimed    the  emancipa- 
tion of  slaves.     Congress  destroyed  forever  the  institution  of 
slavery. 

Into  this  work  Mr.  Blaine  entered  with  his  whole  soul.  Tlie 
grandeur  of  this  new  nation  was  ever  before  his  eyes.  What 
the  country  could  be,  founded  on  tlie  good-will  of  every  citi- 
zen, where  every  citizen  was  free  to  work  out  his  best  and  to 
enjoy  his  rest,  —  that  it  should  be.  No  quest  of  the  holy  grail 
was  ever  moitj  devotedly  followed  than  Ms  "extraordinary 
generous  seeking"  for   the  ideal  republic.     Her  fortuuea,  her 
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thrift  have  freedom  to  cultivate  his  mind,  create  his  home,  and 
enjoy  his  family,  —  that  became  tlie  private  vocation  and  the 
public  })rofession  of  the  young  Congressman.  To  his  thought, 
national  success  began  only  where  the  struggle  for  life  ceased 
and  luiman  beings  entered  into  the  sphere  of  aspiration. 

But  for  this  ideal  republic  he  wasted  his  strength  in  no  vain 
dreams  or  vapid  rhetoric,  but  iLsed  it  in  the  widest  fields  and  in 
the  smallest  details.  His  quick,  pervasive,  generalizing,  and  in- 
terpreting mind  enveloped,  j)enetrated,  classified  things  small 
as  well  as  great,  and  they  ceased  to  be  merely  small,  but,  taking 
their  place  in  the  eternal  sequences,  became  partes  of  the  woi'ld- 
drama. 

Thus  along  the  general  i)rincii>les  which  shaped  themselves 
in  the  great  seething  miiss  of  facts,  he  trod  a  clear  path  to 
logical  positions  which  often  seemed  to  the  desultory  mind  seg- 
regated and  sometimes  inconsistent.  From  his  fund  of  knowl- 
edge he  readily  marshalled  precedents,  and  to  his  quick  insight 
facts  grouped  themselves  with  their  })elongings  and  were  there- 
fore orderly  and  pertinent.  He  noted  that  tlie  central  direct- 
ing jx)wer  of  the  world  does  not  scorn  to  use  economic  «is  well 
as  moral  forces  to  accomplish  moral  ends,  and  he  })ut  himself 
heartily  in  accord  with  that  law.  lie  rejected  the  idea  that  a 
community  should  or  could  l)e  })unished.  While  the  rebellion 
was  rampant,  he  had  V)ut  one  purpose  —  to  supjjress  it;  the 
rebellion  once  suppressed,  his  puri)Ose  became  to  heal  by  cordial 
cooperation,  by  wise  and  fostering  care,  by  a  benign  justice,  by 
an  inexhaustible  patience,  by  returning  prosi)erity,  and  thus  win 
to  voluntary  and  enthusiastic  union  the  element  which  had  been 
forced  back  from  secession.  lie  counttjd  an  enemy  destroyed 
only  when  turned  into  a  friend. 

He  never  forgot  that  the  American  government  is  a  po})ular 
government,  that  legislation  to  be  effective  must  carry  the 
popular  good-will.  Yet  he  would  secure  good-will  only  by 
appeal  to  reason,  to  which  he  never  appealed  in  vain.  He  was 
not  afraid  of  being  in  a  minority,  if  that  was  the  way  to  better 
things.  He  advanced  measures  on  applied  principles  without 
hope  of  a  majority,  or  even  a  vote,  but  believing  the  path  he 
was  blazing  was  in  the  right  direction,  and  would  eventually 
become  the  beaten  patli ;  and  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
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in«ii  wltu  sliouU  aL  tlio  sun  will  come  nearer  to  it  tluui  the  m»ii 
wlm  liues  not  draw  a  bow. 

A  Hound  currenoy  lie  deenHifi  aa  vitol  to  tbo  bod/  politic  ■« 
tile  circubitioik  of  blood  In  the  hiimun  system,  und  early  &ii(l 
lut'O,  (iguiiiKt  tlie  world  nr  wilh  tlie  world,  lie  held  up  the  n«ce»i- 
sity  of  the  two  metaU  with  one  utaiidard,  "  to  the  ond  thiit  bnai- 
nesH  should  be  uondiicti-'d  on  k  H»[e  »iid  Kecun;  buKis,  Uiat  lubor 
should  mevi  with  ittt  full  rnwHi-d,  t.liiit  every  man  oboiild  know 
what  lie  is  dealing  in  and  bow  much  liP  is  worth,  and  the  entire 
noantry  rejoice  in  an  ahnudant  uirntlalion  of  both  giild  »nd 
paper,  in  which  jmiier  will  be  iwi  good  as  gold  and  gold  no  lietter 
than  paijer."  Yet  he  recognisied  on  this  ]K)inl.  as  on  others,  that 
legislation  was  but  the  wnrkiiif;  uf  causes  fur  nioru  powerful 
than  it«oIf,  and  could  In-  lastinj;  only  as  it  was  in  harmony  with 
eternal  laws.  He  recognized  that  the  country  \a  continental 
and  should  therefore  be  iwlf-sustiiining:  that  wh  am  in  tlie  family 
of  nations,  but  that  the  nation  i»  a  family  ;  that  privileges  briug 
duties,  and  requirements  involve  renponsibilitieB.  The  princi- 
ple of  protection  wax  U*  liim  inwruuglit  with  the  very  idea  of  a 
natioQ,  but  it  waa  a  priuctplu  sinuoiw  and  flexible  to  the  move- 
ment of  events,  to  he  applie<l  with  watchful  wiadom,  to  bs  ^ 
modified  in  detiiU  by  the  demands  of  the  occjision,  with  sorupn- 
lous  rogai-d  to  the  rights  and  intcrest't  of  the  individual,  and 
to  lit!  complemented  by  the  principle  of  i-eciprocity  l)etween 
nationts.  equally  to  be  modllied  by  tbc  current  of  uvents  and 
correspondingly  regardful  of  national  lightH. 

'I'be  Grand  Army  had  been  the  saviour  of  the  nation,  and  he 
felt  tliat  the  war  debt  Ici  each  soldier  was  u  debt  of  honor.  Tet 
his  share  in  the  debatt^s  of  CougresM  wiv.^  eminently  prftctictl 
and  busiuess-like.  He  spoke  in  Congi'ess  exactly  as  he  spoke 
out  of  it,  with  the  earnestness  of  conviction,  with  the  peraaa- 
sion  of  factB  and  figures,  directly,  simply,  without  oratorical 
attempt,  though  atatisticH  in  his  hands  not  infrequently  touched 
the  imagination,  and  even  arable  numbers  became  poetry.  He 
had  no  self-consciousness.  His  purptiae  became  himself.  He 
had  no  sense  of  dignity  to  be  defended  or  assumed.  His  dignity 
was  the  dignity  of  a  pure,  upright,  and  lofty  manhood,  instiuc- 
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doubt  occasionally  startled  the  House,  accustomed  to  some- 
what more  formal  style.  But  his  words  were  never  used  to 
shock  the  House,  only  to  express  opinion  most  directly  and  forc- 
ibly. The  little  Jielh^  and  damna^  and  deuees^  which  sparsely 
sprinkled  his  boyish  letters,  had  long  since  disappeared,  as 
meadow  midges  from  one  reaching  the  sunny  uplands ;  but  the 
street  words  that  fell  upon  liis  all-hearing  ears  fell  sometimes 
from  his  all-remembering  tongue,  and  occasionally  the  torrent 
of  his  speech  tossed  out  combinations  that,  if  not  created 
ou  the  toss,  must  have  had  their  origin  in  the  mountain 
fastnesses  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  persistent,  but  not  opin- 
ionated. He  readily  relinquished  his  own  suggestions  where 
others'  seemed  more  desirable,  or  even  when  they  seemed  not 
materially  less  desirable,  if  thus  he  could  avoid  controvei-sy 
and  accomplish  his  purpose.  "  If  I  cannot  have  a  better 
amendment  than  the  one  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
I  shall  vote  for  that."  Addressed  lightly  he  answered  lightly, 
returning  the  ball  with  unfailing  gayety  of  heart.  Often  his 
disapproval  of  a  measure  was  expressed  with  too  infantile  a 
simplicity  for  this  aged  and  circumlocuitous  world,  and  he  was 
genuinely  surprised,  grieved,  and  repentant  to  find  that  he  had 
given  offence.  If  he  grasped  the  other  man's  idea  before  it 
was  half  out,  it  was  very  hard  for  him  to  sit  still  and  hear  it 
out.  If  a  boat  was  likely  to  lose  the  race  through  bad  rowing, 
it  was  very  hard  for  him  not  to  put  in  his  oar  and  pull  ahead, 
even  when  it  was  not  his  boat.  A  member  is  asked  if  such  and 
such  will  not   be  the  effect  of    his  amendment : 

"I  really  am  unable  to  say,"  says  the  gentleman,  rather 
helplessly. 

*'Not  by  a  very  great  deal,*'  would  Mr.  Blaine  interpose 
with  an  unasked  but  lucid  explanation. 

If  an  onset  was  made  upon  him,  he  rei)elled  it  sometimes 
perhaps  with  a  gi*eater  impetus  than  was  necessary,  but  that 
was  the  end  of  it.  He  carried  anger  as  the  flint  bears  fire  — 
bore  no  malice  —  did  not  so  much  forgive  us  forget. 

He  was  in  no  haste  to  rush  to  the  front  in  ( -ongress,  but 
neither  was  he  backward.  It  was  matter  of  coui-se  that  his 
first  work  should  be  in  committee  where  he  wiis  soon  found 
to  Ije  an  authority.      He  lia<l  not   the  self-consciousness   that 
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prearranges  pose  and  place,  but  wherever  his  thought,  purpose, 
impulse  led,  thither  he  followed.  His  command  of  parliament- 
ary law  often  enabled  him  by  a  motion  to  shorten,  or  even  to 
close  debate.  Indeed,  his  very  first  speech  was  a  citation  from 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  perhaps  a  dozen 
lines,  but  so  pertinent  to  the  debate  that  it  practically  settled  the 
question  at  issue,  and  secured  for  him  the  compliment  of  per- 
sonal thanks  from  the  venerable  and  formidable  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  who  had  the  bill  in  charge,  and  whose  powerful,  if 
somewhat  grim,  not  to  say  ferocious,  leadership  in  the  House 
made  his  commendation  as  valued  as  it  was  rare.  During  life 
the  saturnine  old  Pennsylvanian  and  his  sunny-hearted  young 
compatriot  remained  mutual  admirers  and  personal  friends. 

Many  measures  which  Mr.  Blaine  introduced  or  advocated 
related,  of  coui*se,  to  business  matters,  but  the  business  questions 
of  that  day  were  suffused  with  the  sentiment  of  patriotism  and 
holy  self-sacrifice  out  of  whicli  they  sprang,  and  close  alongside 
the  driest  or  the  most  trivial  details  the  wells  of  human  sympathy 
were  ever  ready  to  burst  forth.  One  day  he  was  asking  for  the 
assumption  of  war  debts  by  the  general  government,  taking  for 
granted  the  success  of  the  Union,  though  in  the  midst  of  the 
war,  and  maintaining  that  such  success  was  ''  of  no  more  impor- 
tance to  the  loyal  than  to  the  revolted  States  and  to  the  forty 
new  States  that  are  yet  to  he  added  to  the  Union !  "  His  argu- 
ment was  that  by  this  assumption  the  burden  would  not  be 
increased,  but  equalized.  "  The  contest  is  not  local,  but  general ; 
not  for  ourselves,  but  for  mankind  ;  not  merely  for  to-day,  but 
for  all  time.  The  burden  falls  with  increased  severity  on  the 
farmers  and  other  holdei*s  of  real  estate,  from  the  fact  that  so 
vast  a  proi)ortion  of  the  personal  property  in  many  of  the  com- 
munities has  sought  investment  in  government  securities  which 
lire  specially  exempt  from  State  and  municipal  taxation.  I 
should  certainly  be  among  the  last  to  countenance  a  breach  of 
the  national  faith  in  the  slightest  degree.  We  must  stiindbythe 
terms  nominated  in  the  l)ond,  no  matter  how  onerous  and  o\y- 
pressive  they  may  l)e.  No  liardshii)  can  arise  to  any  of  us  from 
observing  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  government,  at  all  com- 
[)arable  with  the  hardship  that  would  ensue  to  all  of  us  by 
violating  that  faith,  even  by  the  remotest  hint.     But  wliile  we 
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all  agree,  I  trust,  on  this  point,  I  submit  that  as  the  policy  of 
the  government  has  made  the  war  debt  of  the  States  bear  une- 
qually on  different  classes  of  the  community,  and  most  oppres- 
sively on  the  most  meritorious  class,  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of 
the  government  to  equalize  the  burden  by  assuming  an  equitable 
share  of  the  debt," 

Another  day  he  was  speaking  a  kind  word  for  the  West  Point 
cadets,  whose  Academy  he  had  closely  investigated  when  he  was 
on  the  Board  of  Inspectors  in  1861,  —  that  too  grave  a  construc- 
tion might  not  be  put  on  "found  deficient,"  and  thus  lose  to  the 
nation  some  of  her  best  officers  because  their  curtains  were  not 
"drawn  back  at 6.45  A.M.,"  or  their  floors  were  "out  of  order 
near  the  washstand,"  or  even  —  which  shows  much  generosity  in 
a  man  who  never  smoked  —  because  there  wtus  "  the  odor  of 
tobacco-smoke  in  their  rooms ;  "  but  praying  that  power  to 
pardon  might  be  restored  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of 
War ;  and  he  cited  the  ca.se  of  a  boy  for  whom  he  had  come 
to  Washington  and  successfully  interceded  with  the  Secretary 
of  War — a  boy  who  had  afterwards  gloriously  justified  his  in- 
tercession, on  Sheridan's  staff  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah. 
General  Schenck  came  to  his  support  handsomely,  declaring  — 
rather  unhandsomely  —  that  if  he  wanted  to  secure  a  principal 
of  a  female  academy  he  would  take  the  men  whose  floors  around 
the  washstand  were  clean,  but  when  he  wished  to  secure  efiicient 
officers  he  would  turn  the  graduating  class  the  other  end  fore- 
most !  As  a  result  of  conference,  the  desired  power  of  restoring 
cadets  was  relegated  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

He  took  it  for  gianted  that  wherever  a  usage  lia,s  grown  up 
in  the  army,  whether  with  reference  to  titles  or  to  more  sub- 
stantial points  a  civilian  would  lind,  when  he  went  to  the  bottom 
of  the  matter,  that  there  is  some  good  reason  for  this  usage  and 
that  it  is  not  safe  to  abolish  it  without  full  in(|uiry. 

In  a  debate  regarding  the  presence  of  cabinet  officers  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  he  took  little  jwirt,  and  was  indeed  subse- 
(|uently  opposed  to  it,  but  he  maintained  there  and  tlien  that 
if  they  should  refuse  to  appear  when  required,  llicy  could  be 
impeached,  just  as  any  other  oflicer  could  be  inqieached.  Later 
events  have  made  his  advocacy  of  a  concurrent  power  fur  the 
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Kxeeutive  in  the  foreign  nffaira  of  the  govenimeiit  seem  almcntt 
tot)  succeaxful,  though  he  was  even  then  fully  appreciative  of 
till'  distinct  Hphurrs  uuil  ilivinu  rights  uf  tin-  ooonlinHU-  ilcpitrt- 
inents  iif  the  goveinrnpnl. 

Whuit  hu  (Jisujijjruvt'tl  of  ii  lueiiiiui-t!  ho  instnntly  ojijjMsed  it, 
without  ito  miioh  iia  thiniciEig  whether  hiK  o|>|H>silioii  woiiltl  Ix- 
well  or  ill  received.  In  Dereuiher  of  18(J4.  Mr.  Stevena 
hud  broiifrht  in  ii  bill  U'  piovunt  guld  tuiii  xilver  cuiii  uid 
bullion  from  Ijeinj*  sold  or  exciiimged  for  it  jji^tiler  value  tlrftu 
llwir  real  currency  value.  Even  to  receive  notes  of  foqwra- 
tionK  or  individuHlH  in  [Miyniunl  for  gold,  silver,  or  hulliou,  at 
IflKM  tlian  par  value  was  to  be  :i  {iiinishuble  offence.  It  is  not 
easy  U>  exa^emle  tin.'  Nurprise  with  which  the  old  autocrat 
beheld  "  the  gcnlleinan  from  .Vtaiite  "  ri^ic  luid  Infonn  th^  Hoiuie 
i]uitfl  simply  and  with  great  euriieslnneM  thiit  only  ihc  re^peut 
he  felt  for  the  distinguished  gcutlennui  prevented  him  fi-oni 
Kiiying  that  the  pruvi^ions  of  the  hill  wure  absurd  and  mon- 
Htroiui  —  that  a  gohl  dollar  eamiol  be  made  wi<rth  less  or  tiiom 
by  legisktion  —  that  the  bill  hod  been  productive  of  gteit 
mischief  In  tlie  brief  twenty-four  huiim  it  had  hoen  allowed  to 
Hnat  before  the  pnblit-  mind  as  a  measure  Kerioii.sly  entertained 
by  this  House — ^  that  if  a  dolUir  note  issued  by  the  govern- 
nieut  shunUl  be  declared  t^-qual  t^ii  a  gold  dollar  the  whole 
Pacific  coast  was  liable  t^i  indictment  for  criniiual  offence, 
because  they  would  peraist  in  believing  that  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  currency  a  gold  dollar  was  worth  more  tlian  a 
paper  dollar !  It  was  not  till  after  the  House  had  luid  his  bill 
on  the  table  that  Mr.  Stevens  recovered  bi-eath  and  sarcasm 
to  note  the  "intuitive  way  "  "in  which  his  excellent  friend  "  got 
at  a  great  national  ijuestion  :  "  How  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
hy  his  intuitive  knowledge  of  these  things  comes  to  understand 
at  once  what  the  ablest  statesman  of  England  took  montlis  to 
mature,  I  oan'l  very  well  understand.  It  is  a  happy  iuapira^ 
tion  ; "  and  returning  to  the  field  again  sjnike  of  his  bill,  which 
threw  "my  excellent  friend  into  convulsions  or  the  House  into 
epileptic  fits."  "  My  excellent  fiiend  from  Maine,  in  an  alarmed 
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country, — ^I  do  not  speak  exactly  as  he  spoke.  The  House,  par- 
taking of  the  magnetic  manner  of  my  friend  from  Maine,  —  he 
seemed  to  be  distracted  on  the  subject,  —  and  wishing  to  escape 
the  evils  of  this  gunpowder  plot,  immediately  laid  it  on  the 
table.'^  That  something  unusual  had  happened,  that  some 
unwonted  force  had  been  displayed,  is  evident, for  he  repeated: 
"  The  House,  being  magnetized  by  the  excited  manner  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  became  alarmed  and  immediately  laid  the 
billon  the  table  without  it^j  being  presented,  and  without  a  single 
member  having  had  an  opportunity  to  read  a  word  of  it.  I 
remember  what  was  said  by  the  able  editoi-s,  sciolists,  who  prate 
deeply  in  reference  to  things  of  which  they  know  nothing.  I 
know  that  they  repeated  what  my  excellent  friend  had  taught 
them." 

This,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  the  fii*st  time  the  word  magnetic 
was  applied  to  Mr.  Blaine  —  that  word  which  simply  spans  the 
unknown  and  perhaps  the  unknowable,  and  which  came  after- 
wards to  be,  it  may  almost  be  said,  appropriated  to  Mr.  Blaine.^ 

How  light-heartedly  he  received  the  criticisms  of  the  old 
Pennsylvanian  whom  he  loved,  and  wliose  (fod  of  freedom  and 
patriotism  he  worshipped  with  eciiiai  ardor,  is  seen  in  his  banter- 
ing declaration  shortly  after,  when  seeking  the  floor.  '^  I  ob- 
serve my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  is  very  anxious  to  hear  me." 
**The  gentleman  is  mistaken,"  growled  his  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. **  I  am  not  in  the  least  anxious  to  hear  a  speech  on  any 
subject." 

In  a  debate  on  naval  affaira,  Mr.  Blaine  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  of  the  four  and  one-half  hours  allowed  for 
debate  the  committee  occupied  more  than  four ;  four  gentle- 
men on  the  same  side  of  the  question  had  spoken  in  succession, 
and  he  had  only  three  and  a  half  minutes ;  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Naval  Committee  found  it  easier  to  oppose  a  Board 
of  Admiralty  with  objections  borrowed  from  English  example 
than  to  answer  the  charges  of  shortcoming  and  blundering  in 
the  Navj'  Department,  and  thus  dexterously  spent  their  time  in 

>  His  own  words  of  Mr.  Barlingamo  arc  not  inapt.  **  What  procUely  iti  iiuaiit  l)y  iiuiunrtiHin 
it  might  be  difllcolt  to  deftne,  but  it  i«  undoubtedly  true  that  Mr.  Uurlingame  poMHesHfcl  u  givut 
recer\-e  of  that  sabtlle,  forceful,  overwhelming  power  which  the  word  magntti^tn  itf  uocd  tu 
■Ifolfy." 
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exposing  the  inefficiency  of  the  proposed  remedy  rather  than 
in  meeting  the  great  essential  points  made  against  the  navy. 
To  reject  the  amendment  was  to  declare  that  the  officers  of 
the  department  may  again  spend  f  10,000,000  in  the  construction 
of  twenty  iron-clad  vessels  that  wiU  not  stay  on  top  of  the  water. 

The  assertion  was  flatly  disputed,  but  he  reaffirmed  that 
twenty  of  these  iron  vessels  built  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Navy  Department  will  not  float  —  at  least  those  that  have  been 
tried  won*t,  and  the  model  is  the  same  for  the  whole  number. 

Mr.  Pike  reiterated  that  it  was  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  They  are  not  sea-going. 

Mr.  Pike.  —  They  were  never  intended  to  be  sea-going. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  They  will  not  float. 

Mr.  Stevens.  —  An  engineer  told  me  the  other  day  that  not 
one  of  them  would  float  until  #120,000  more  had  been  expended 
upon  each  of  them. 

Mr.  Pike.  —  The  first  of  them,  launched  in  Boston  harbor, 
floated  three  inches  out  of  water  on  a  level,  though  she  was  in- 
tended to  float  twelve.  Others  floated  high  enough  and  when 
altered  make  useful  vessels. 

Mr.  Blaine.  — Then  the  first  lost  nine  inches. 

Mr.  Pike.  —  She  did. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  That  is,  she  lost  seventy-rive  per  cent,  of  that 
portion  of  her  which  was  designed  to  be  above  water,  and  this  I  pre- 
sume is  the  best  of  the  whole  twenty.  Well,  sir,  that  is  conceding 
the  whole  case.  Only  three  inches  above  water.  Why,  the 
chances  are  that  she  could  not  be  towed  a  mile  in  smooth  water 
without  sinking  to  the  bottom.  As  to  speed,  out  of  ninety 
British  steamers  caught  within  a  given  period  in  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade,  only  twelve  were  caught  by  vessels  built  by 
the  present  Admiralty  of  the  Navy  Department,  while  seventy- 
eight  were  caught  either  by  purchased  vessels  or  vessels  in- 
herited by  the  old  navy.  Members  of  the  Naval  C'onnnittee 
(J noted  from  one  of  those  remarkal)le  reports  of  Admiral  Porter, 
written  from  Fort  Fisher,  in  which  the  admiral  indulged  in 
some  very  high  blowing  al)out  the  merits  of  a  certiiin  monitor, 
and  states  in  conclusion  that  she  conhl  cross  the  ocean,  storm 
all  the  fortresses  of  England  and  Fnince,  and,  after  laying  their 
cities  under  contribution  and  playing  havoc  generally  on  a  very 
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large  scale,  could  recross  the  ocean  in  perfect  safety  provided 
she  covld  get  coal.  A  very  important  proviso,  truly,  —  if  she 
could  only  get  coal  in  some  mysterious  way  entirely  unknown 
to  the  authorities  that  ordered  her  construction. 

Mr.  Pike.  —  The  criticism  on  Admiral  Porter  is  unfair.  He 
meant  she  could  carry  coal  enough  to  cross  the  ocean,  but  not 
enough  to  return. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  Oh  I  I  presume  that  after  laying  London 
under  contribution,  some  of  the  obliging  coal-heavers  at  Green- 
wich would  supply  her  as  a  matter  of  international  courtesy. 

Presenting  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  gross  receipts 
and  the  substitution  of  a  tax  on  net  receipts  of  boats,  Mr. 
Blaine  "occupied  his  brief  time"  with  facts  personally  known 
to  himself:  "A  ship-owner  in  my  district  —  a  highly  respon- 
sible and  intelligent  gentleman  —  chartered  to  government  a 
vessel  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  with  cargo  of  coal  from 
Philadelphia  to  New  Orleans,  for  gross  $6,000.  For  painting, 
calking,  repairs  of  sails,  men  and  provisions,  and  port  charges, 
the  captain  drew  on  owners  for  '^3,075.35 ;  for  distribution  in 
New  Orleans,  $1,410.70.  Procuring  no  business  in  New  Or- 
leans, she  was  compelled  to  proceed  to  Boston  in  ballast,  where, 
to  pay  off  her  crew  and  meet  other  expenses,  there  was  a  further 
distribution  of  #1,176.  At  Boston  the  vessel  chartered  to  go  to 
Philadelphia  in  ballast  for  cargc»,  and  at  Philadelphia,  before  a 
dollar  of  the  new  charter  was  available,  or  even  earned,  the 
captain  again  drew  for  $576  --a  total  distribution  of  $6,238.05, 
At  this  point  the  government  paid  the  $6,000  in  certificates  of 
indebtedness  then  selling  at  ninety-four,  the  owners  thus  receiv- 
ing but  $5,640  iji  cash  for  the  period  during  which  the  actual 
distribution  in  cash  was  $6,238.05,  showing  a  net  cash  loss  for 
the  time  of  about  $600,  or,  to  be  precisely  accurate,  $598.05,  be- 
sides the  interest  on  advance  —  nearlv  two  hundred  more.  And 
now  see  —  after  this  melancholy  t^xperience  the  tax  collector 
came  forward  cand  demanded  of  the  owner  of  the  vessel  2i^  per 
cent,  on  the  $6,000  which  the  government  paid  ;ls  above,  and 
on  top  of  all  losses  already  incurred  actually  coni])elled  him  to 
pay  $150  under  that  section  of  the  internal-revenue  law  which 


we  are  now  seeking  to  amend. 
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An  amendment  thiit  no  vessel  which  luid  heen  licensed  to  au] 
under  a  foreign  flag  or  the  [irotection  of  h  foreign  government 
during  the  rehellinn  should  be  registered  a»  &ii  American  vessel, 
or  have  the  rightu  jiud  privileges  of  an  American  vessel  escejit 
un<ler  an  net  of  Congrest)  iiuthon»ing  it,  Mr.  BUiue  advocated 
with  statistics:  "At  the  beginning  of  the  wai-  we  had 
2,600.000  tuns  of  Hliijiping  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  Au  war 
grew  hot  and  dangent  multijilied  on  the  ocean,  ^00,000  tons  of 
this  shipping  took  refuge  under  a  foreign  flag.  The  flag  of  onr 
nation  was  hauled  down,  anil  protection  wu»  nought  under  the 
flag  of  our  neutral  enemy.  Great  Britain.  1  do  not  question  tlie 
right  of  the  owners  —  imtny  who  did  so  are  honorable  and  pa- 
triotic men.  All  I  contend  i»,  that  Juiving  made  their  election 
they  shall  abidn  by  it.  They  escaped  all  the  hazards,  they 
gained  all  the  profits,  of  their  alien  connection,  aud  for  one  1  am 
not  now  willing  to  put  tliem  nu  the  snme  ground  with  those 
shijMiwners  who  took  all  the  risks  of  standing  by  the  AmencaJi 
flag  in  good  roijort  and  in  evil  report,  in  our  dark  days  as  well 
as  in  our  bright  days,  'llie  shi^wiwnerH  who  took  British 
registers  escaped  tlie  heavy  wur-risks,  aud  now  to  place  them  oD 
the  same  fooling  with  those  who  hazarded  everything  rather 
than  sail  under  a  foreign  flag  would  he  flagrantly  unjust.  I 
think,  sir,  it  would  he  cruelly  unju.st  for  the  American  Con- 
gress to  permit  this  policy,  and  thus  turn  their  hacks  on 
those  ship-owners  who,  under  all  the  seductions  of  profit  and 
against  all  the  perils  of  war,  refused  for  a  single  hour  to  take 
refuge  under  any  other  Hag  than  tliat  which  was  floating  over 
the  armies  of  the  Union,  und  which  protects  us  in  this  Capitol 
to-day. 

"  Moreover,  while  many  were  high-minded  and  patriotic  men, 
some  were  unpatriotic  and  even  criminal,  and  while  securely 
concealed  behind  their  British  registers,  they  were  sharing  in 
the  enormous  profits  derived  from  running  our  blockade  and 
engaging,  to  the  detriment  of  the  Union  cause,  in  all  the  illicit 
ciunmeree  whicli  tlie  British  flag  covered  during  the  four  years 
of  bloody  war  from  which  we  have  just  emerged." 
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recourse.  He  upheld  the  necessary  conscription,  but  he  would 
not  make  it  unnecessarily  liard,  sharp,  inexorable. 

He  opposed  earnestlj'  an  amendment  which  summarily  cut  off 
the  j)Ower  of  the  President  to  appoint  any  lad,  however  promis- 
ing, however  loyal,  to  West  Point,  if  he  were  so  unfortunate  as 
to  have  been  born  and  lived  in  the  South :  "  I  am  opposed  to 
the  amendment,  root  and  branch.  I  regard  it  as  proscriptive, 
illiberal,  narrow-minded.  Its  logic  can  be  justified  only  on  the 
ground  taken  by  my  distinguished  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
who  holds  that  the  entire  population  of  eleven  Southern  States 
are  alien  enemies.  Not  believing,  myself,  in  this  extreme 
dogma,  I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment,  even  if  I  stand 
alone  in  my  opposition." 

Of  course  Mr.  Schenck,  who  moved  the  amendment,  and  Mr. 
Stevens,  who  advocated  it,  could  but  notice  the  "extraordinary 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  (characterized  the 
amendment  in  the  worst  kind  of  terms ; "  and  certainly  they 
were  not  complimentary,  though  both  members  were  among  his 
most  valued  friends. 

Mr.  Conkling  could  not  round  a  sharp  corner  so  easily  as 
these  men.  "  I  will  accept  that  in  lieu  of  my  amendment, 
though  I  think  it  is  merely  surplusage,"  said  Mr.  Blaine  lightly. 
Mr.  Conkling  took  three  days  to  think  it  over,  and  hoped  "  the 
House  vnll  not  vote  in  here  anything  as  harmless  surplusage. 
.     .     .     I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  not  harmless  surplusage." 

"  I  should  like  to  make  further  observations  upon  the  (jiies- 
tiouable  expediency  of  any  permanently  established  invalid 
corps.  ...  I  believe  the  practical  effect  will  be  virtually 
to  prefer  en  masse  a  large  portion  of  the  officers  of  the  i)resent 
corps  to  other  wounded  and  disabled  officers  and  soldiers." 

Mr.  Schenck.  —  There  is  no  such  thing  in  the  bill,  and  the 
gentleman  either  cannot  rejid  or  \vill  not  undei-stand. 

Mr.  Conkling.  —  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  not 
get  too  energetic.  ...  I  do  not  wish  to  wrench  myself 
by  attempting  to  execute  that  celebrated  pelvic  gesture  by 
which  the  gentleman  makes  himself  forcible,  but  I  hope  the 
House  will  consider  that  I  have  executed  it  as  far  as  it  is 
necessary.     .    .    . 

Mr,   Blaine  presently  desired  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
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from  Npw  York  that  it  would  Iw  more  »uti8facU>r>'  if  he  would 
[loint  out  the  itefltioii  uf  the  bill  which  coiivoyN  tiio  allr)^ 
mctttiing,  iiistciiil  of  indulging  in  lociHe  am)  TBgue  asnertidiiN. 
Mr.  Coiikliiig  rcturtH  thttt  iHissihIy  by  listeuing  the  gentlemati 
From  Maine  will  have  hiit  attention  din>ntttd  to  some  jirovixioiis 
of  the  hill  whiiih  lie  may  not  nmlBrMtMiid  any  better  than  the 
rest  of  H«  i  whiuh  iIouk  not  provent  Mr.  Itlainc  from  rising 
jiresttntly  to  correct  "a  gruiw  niiKappreliension  —  I  will  nut 
(•all  it  a  misreiireaentotinn  —  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
When  he  speaks  of  his  own  knowl«dge  of  a  subjcwt.  he  !«  a 
gentleiimn  of  acciinioy  to  whom  1  nhall  always  listen  with  gn^al 
pleanure.  He  i»  not  so  attt-nrnte  when  ho  si^eakH  upon  the 
siiggpsLiuus  of  others  who  arc  int«rustcd  adversely  to  this  bill." 
Unhappily,  Mr.  (^onkling  hatl  a)ao  a  private  grievnno^.  At  a 
dinner  party  given  by  Hon.  Henry  *'.  Deming.  of  Hartford, 
the  conversation  gloncvd  from  the  Ulicn  of  Mr.  (.'onklmg'a  homa 
(o  a  newspaper  which  had  Imeii  pnhlinhed  for  a  little  while  by 
Mr.  Deming  and  liia  friend  Park  Henjaniin,  and  which  hore 
for  its  motto  thi-  lines  : 


A  question  arosi'  us  Ui  their  iiiiLhoiship.  iinil  the  whole  oom- 
jiany  gayly  eontribut^d  answprw.  An  imprespion  prevailed  that 
it  wait  Barlow.  Mr.  Oonkling  nffcrod  to  bet  a  basket  of  cbam- 
pagnv  that  it  was  from  Addison's  "Cato."  Mr,  Rlaine  warned 
him  not  to  make  the  bet  l>eeiinwe  hf  knrw  the  authoi'ahi[i,  and 
that  the  lines  were  not  from  Addison's  "Citto."  Mr.  ConkHng 
was  so  sure  thiit  he  persisted  in  the  bet.  The  lines  are  by 
Jonathan  M.  Sewall,  in  an  "Epilogue  to  Cato."  written  for 
the  Bow-street  Theatre  ni  Portsmouth.  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Conkling  sent  the  basket  of  champagne,  but  took  his  di»- 
Gomfiture  so  much  to  heart  as  to  insinuate  that  Mr.  Blaine  had 
t)een  reading  up  for  it :  and  when  Mr.  Blaino  made  a  feast 
and  invited  all  the  company  to  drink  tlie  champagne,  Mr. 
Conkling  did  not  attend. 
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he  despaired  of  seeing  it  amended  into  any  acceptable  form. 
"  It  seems  to  me  to  sacrifice  and  subordinate  American  interests 
to  provincial  interests/' 

In  a  matter  of  sepfirating  hemlock  and  spruce  timber,  and 
making  the  duty  specific  instead  of  ad  valornn  :  "The  bill  not 
only  ingrafts  ad  raJorem^  but  tells  these  cunning  provihcials 
just  where  to  strike,  and  therefore  I  denounce  this  proposition 
of  Congress  as  a  fraud  upon  the  revenue  as  well  as  a  fraud 
upon  the  lumber  interests ; "  but  he  remembered  to  have  the 
grace  to  sa3%  "  I  do  not  think  they  so  intended  it ; "  and  having 
thus  antagonized  the  committee  in  general,  he  proceeded  to 
pay  his  respects  to  the  gentlemen  in  detail  —  to  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  who  had  been  advocating  the  admission  of 
lumber  in  order  to  enable  the  j people  of  the  South  to  rebuild 
the  houses  destroyed  by  wai-.  Did  he  exj)ect  many  houses 
would  be  built  in  the  eleven  Southern  States,  of  lumber  from 
Canada,  when  they  had  lumber  of  their  own  as  good  as  could 
be  obtained  anywhere?  And  a  word  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  to  tell  him  his  very  figures  were  unreliable,  and  it  was  a 
vicious  cheating  inducement  to  fraud. 

Yet  he  was  but  sUiting  the  simplest  fact  when  he  declared : 
"  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wius  very  much  surprised  and  somewhat 
mortified  a  few  days  ago,  on  finding,  when  I  had  made  a  motion 
to  get  rid  of  this  bill  at  an  early  stage  of  the  debate  upon  ii, 
that  a  great  many  gentlemen  who  sympathize  with  my  purpose 
considered  it  a  discourteous  and  rude  motion.  I  certainly 
intended  nothing  of  the  kind  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  chairman  of  that  committee  assuredly  knows  that 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  motion  in  this 
House,  intended  to  convey  disrespect  or  discourtesy  to  him.  I 
thought  that  the  House  was  against  the  bill,  and  I  do  not  believe 
you  can  find  forty  gentlemen  who  can  say  that  they  intend  to 
vote  for  the  bill  as  it  has  gone  through  the  amendatory  process. 
Now,  as  our  time  is  valuable,  is  it  not  best  to  express  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  a  direct  motion?  And  having  said  that 
I  did  not  intend  any  disrespect  before,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
repeat  that  I  do  not  now  intend  disrespect  when  I  renew  the 
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nmtion  for  Miri  jiurjiusc   iif   hritigitig   ihiit   ijucstitm  t-«  h  1i»u) 

lit  niife." 

"  Vftstcrday  Uie  bonumhle  chnimian  of  llm  Military  Com* 
initteu  iiilinmU'il  Umt  I  liatl  procured  Uic  iuiit^nilment  be- 
CHUHe  it  would  [irnmnto  nome  of  ray  friendii.  The  {rieRds  of 
mttie  Lhut  would  thus  bu  proinoted  nr^  tUt*  frietida  of  every 
member  of  Conjjrwsit  wlio  luw  Imd  buKiuesM  at  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  ill  no  other  sense.  1  have  no  kinmuan.  or  constitu- 
ent, or  old  ncquHtntance  to  be  helped  or  liJndered  by  the 
Hincndineiit.  I  (loiint  many  of  the  offl«ei«  of  the  Adjutant- 
General's  department  my  friendu,  and  I  am  proud  to  do  ho.  but 
I  was  m^tnaUsd  solely  by  a  desire  t(>  pruimilu  the  interusts  of  the 
public  servioo  in  procuring  advaiiKfid  i-aiik  for  that  deparl- 
nient;"  and  then  he  added  somewhat  haughtily.  "I  dosire  ta 
iwy  nothing  moir  nn  the  subjec^t," 

"  The  ^nllenmn  from  New  Jersey  in  iis  graciously  heard  an 
almost  any  in»n  on  this  floor;  wt;  atwayn  listen  Ui  him  with 
delight,  but  it  is  rather  going  too  Htiting  for  him  to  take  up  one 
entire  morning  hour."  Thin  when  hi«  Sunday  rest  had  sent 
him  fresh  and  strong  t^i  Monday's  wiirk. 

The  genlleniiin  from  New  Jei-sey  wanted  only  a  few  minutes, 
hut  did  not  })eri:eive  the  flight  of  time  till  the  morning  hour 
was  gone,  and  with  it  iiU  o|)i)ortunity  for  the  weekly  work;  and 
with  that  went  all  the  gi'acions  paticix^c  and  delighted  listening 
of  the  geutlemim  from  Maine  ;  and  tlie  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  "has  gone  on  and  talked  duiing  the  whole  morning 
hour,  and  prevented  u»  from  attending  to  any  morning  businest! 
at  all.  Now  after  he  has  abused  and  outmged  the  xmtience  of 
the  House  to  this  extent.  I  want  to  guard  against  any  similar 
outriige  next  Moodiiy.     .     .     . 

"  Projiositions  like  the  one  now  pen<ling  interjected  in  this 
way  will,  of  course,  only  give  rise  to  this  sloshy-waahy  debate." 

To  be  sure,  General  Schenck  was  almost  as  bad.  When 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  moved  to  amend,  Mr.  Schenck 
declared  the  amendment  not  in  oi-der.      The  gentleman  from 
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geDeral.     ^^It  is  to  make  that  same  old  speech  that  we  have 
heard  on  every  occasion." 

Yet  it  was  only  to  Mr.  Blaine  that  the  much-belabored  gen- 
tleman turned  for  relief  from  the  "  malicious  assaults  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  made  it  his  business  to  make  upon  me 
every  time  I  have  got  up  to  say  anything  in  this  House.  I  con- 
fine myself  strictly  to  the  subject  under  debate.  [A  remark 
which  the  House  garnished  with  irreverent  '*  laughter."]  I 
make  no  general  speeches,  but  I  think  I  ought  to  be  treated 
with  common  respect,  at  least,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 
God  made  us  so  that  our  natures  are  different  and  we  arrive 
at  different  conclusions,  and  I  think  it  is  most  contemptible 
and  indiscreet  work  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman,  when  I 
undertake  to  discuss  any  subject,  to  attempt  to  browbeat  and 
insult  me.  I  have  no  ill-feeling  towards  the  gentleman  at  idl. 
I  hold  him  in  high  respect.  I  believe  him  to  be  a  gentleman, 
and  shall  always  treat  him  with  courtesy.  All  I  ask  of  him 
is,  that  he  shall  treat  me  in  the  same  way.  When  he  speaks 
on  any  question  he  never  finds  me  slurring  him  for  what  lie 
says.     I  speak  the  honest  dictates  of  an  honest  heart." 

The  offender  apologized  promptly :  ''  The  gentleman  says 
whenever  he  has  spoken,  I  have  taken  occiision  to  say  something 
ridiculous  or  unbecoming.  Yet  he  cites  only  two  occasions  on 
which  I  have  offered  any  remarks  about  him.  If  he  will  re- 
member how  frequently  he  has  addressed  the  House,  and  can 
only  remember  those  two  occiisions,  he  must  see  that  there  must 
have  been  a  good  many  times  when  I  have  not  referred  to  him 
at  all.  Two  or  three  weeks  ^ago  on  a  Monday  morning,  by 
means  of  a  mere  accident  in  parliamentary  rule  which  happens 
perhaps  once  in  twenty-five  years,  the  gentleman  had  an  op- 
portunity to  exhaust  the  whole  morning  hour  in  a  debate  in 
which  neither  himself  nor  any  other  person  was  interested,  and 
I  appealed  to  the  gentleman  pei*sonally  to  yield  the  floor,  iuas- 
much  as  there  were  many  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  had  resolutions  to  offer — not  of  a  political  character,  but 
of  a  business  nature,  which  could  only  be  introduced  under  the 
call  of  States  on  alternate  Mondays.  The  gentleman  agreed 
that  he  would  not  take  more  than  twenty  minutes,  l)ut  then  lie 
continued  for  the  entire  hour,  and  in   the  heat  of  the  moment 
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T  made  some  remarks  that  were  hasty  and  tinbecoming.  If  T 
have  thereliv  wounded  the  gentleman  in  any  w»y,  I  am  veiy 
sorry  for  it,  and  1  will  say  in  addition  th:H  I  have  none  Imt  the 
kindest  feelings  for  him  personally.  He  ban  always  treated  me 
with  respect,  and  I  desire  to  treat  him  in  the  same  way,'" 

The  gentleman  fi-oni   New  Jersey  was   pleaaed  to  a<?cept  the 
apologj'  as  "rtufficient." 

This  was  not  the  old  formiil,  "dignified"  oratiiricul  styW  of 
debate.     It  was  atiinmied   conversntiim.     Iliil   it    was  verj-  ef- 
feetive  in  the  hands,  on  the  li[)8,  of  a  man  whose  object  was 
to  make  his  points  and   secure   his    ends,   wbosi-    symjiathieit 
were  both  national  and  individual,  who  aseimilHl^d  knowledge  J 
as  the  blood  aHaimilates  air.  wboMc  inenioiy  wa-s  a  necessity  c 
hia  being,  and  therefore  assured  the  accuracy  of  his  knowledge  1 
and   its  production   on    call,  whose    mental    processes  were  n  I 
rapid   as  to  elude    observation,  outstrip   eommuni cation,   antti 
seem  intuitional. 


p 
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IX. 


THE  CONKLING-FRY   INCIDENT. 

THE  House  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  1866,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  reorganize 
and  establish  the  Army  of  the  United  States."  The  twentieth 
section  was  then  read  —  That  the  Provost  Marshal's  bureau 
hereafter  consist  of  a  provost  marshal-general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general ;  and  one  assistant 
provost  marshal-general,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
a  colonel  of  cavalry ;  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  recruitment 
of  the  army  and  the  arrest  of  deserters  shall  be  placed  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  this  bureau,  under  such  regulations 
as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe. 

Mr.  Conkling  at  once  moved  to  strike  out  this  section,  and 
gave  as  his  first  reason,  "  that  it  creates  an  unnecessary  office 
for  an  undeserving  public  servant." 

Discussing  public  reasons  against  it,  he  continued  his  personal 
reasons.  "  I  have  never  heard  any  very  serious  attempt  to 
justify  by  argument  the  permanent  continuance  of  an  officer 
whose  administration  during  the  war  has  had  in  it  so  little  to 
commend  and  so  much  to  condemn.  But  I  have  heard  an 
effort  made  to  prove  the  propriety  of  this  section  by  charging 
it  to  the  Lieutenant-General  of  the  army,  and  by  saying  that 
he  had  found  a  necessity  for  continuing  in  time  of  peace  the 
bureau  of  the  Provost  Marshal-General.  In  order  that  the 
House  may  see  how  true  this  allegation  is,  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  and  ask  to  have  read  copies  of  letters  which  have  been 
furnished  to  me,  the  first  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Lieutenant- 
General  by  a  Senator  of  the  United  States.' 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 


»» 
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United  States  Senate  Chaicber, 

Washington,  Ihtftrch  17.  1S66. 

Obherai.:  The  House  bill  for  the  organiEadon  of  tbe  anoy  coniaiiu 

%  pmrision  <;i'«adng  h  permanent  provost  nuinhftl  s  bareaii.  with  s  brig- 

■dier-gcnsnil  at  tt«  head  ;  al»o  placing  Uio  recruiting  service  in  its  rhargci. 

It  hju  been  luioSk-ittUy  rtiportiHi  U>  lue  that  this  was  done  in  oonsc^neuoe 

of  a  recomniondatioit  of  youni  U>  that  uffect. 

1  xhoulil  be  ploastxl  to  know  if  such  Lh  the  uase,  aa  I  had  labonxl  under 
the  Impression,  from  coDvursatJon  witli  oflleors  of  tho  nrmy,  that  siich  a 
Htop  was  not  n  judidous  one,  and  tended  only  U)  im-ronsH  ihe  imiuber  of 
bureaus  and  nfliwirs  of  Ihe  army,  with  nn  inureaw  of  expenditiu'i-  without 
any  corresponding  effiuienvy  or  benefit, 

If  my  imprt'ssions  aru  crmrMHiUM  I  would  like  to  have  them  corrected. 
I  am.  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  survaut. 

J.  W.  Neshttb. 

The  answer  of  the  Liuuteniuit'CTeueral  v/aA  tliea  read,  which 
stated  that  — 

Some  months  since,  a  paper  wa«  referred  ta  me  showing  the  great 
number  of  desertions  from  Ihe  aimy,  and  asking  for  siiggeelions  lo  put 
a  atop  lo  them.    To  that  paper  I  suggested  a  number  of  changes  in  orders 

governing  iJie  rwruiting'  service,  and  I  I'ecom mended  that  the  wlii.ilw 
matter  be  put  in  chitrgc  of  the  Provost  Marshal -General,  who  conld  devote 
more  attention  to  it  than  the  Adjutant-General,  with  all  his  other  duties, 
eoutd.  I  am  opposed,  however,  to  multiplying  bureaus,  and  I  think  there 
is  no  neuossity  for  a  provost  mai'shal-gcnernl.  In  fact,  if  we  had  to 
orgaiiiKo  the  aiiny  anew,  I  wmild  not  have  as  many  bureaus  aa  we  dot 
have.  In  my  opinion,  the  country  would  be  just  as  well,  and  much  more 
economically,  served  if  the  coast  surveying  duties  were  added  to  the 
engineer  bureau,  and  the  ([Uiirterraadter,  subsistence,  and  pay  departs 
roenis  wiTe  merged  into  one.  I  would  not  recommend  »  change  now, 
however,  but  would  not  make  any  increase  of  bureaus. 
Very  truly  yours, 

U,  S.  Grant, 

Lietdenant-Oe»erdl. 

After  further  giving  the  public  reasons,  Mr.  Coukling  r^ 
turned  to  the  pei-sonal  reasons: 

"  There  is  one  thing  —  I  know  of  but  one  —  for  this  bureau 
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to  know  precisely  what  has  become  of  the  twenty-five  million 
and  odd  dollars  which,  under  the  act  of  March  18,  1862,  went 
to  its  credit. 

"My  constituents  remember,  and  other  constituencies  re- 
member, wrongs  done  them  too  great  for  forgetfulness,  and 
almost  for  belief,  by  the  creatures  of  this  bureau,  and  by  its  head. 

"  There  came,  at  the  same  time,  other  creatures  of  the  head 
of  the  bureau  at  Washington.  The  western  division  swarmed 
with  these  chosen  favorites. 

"  They  turned  the  business  of  recruiting  and  drafting  into  a 
paradise  of  coxcombs  and  thieves. 

'*  There  never  has  been,  in  human  history,  a  gi*eater  mockery 
and  a  greater  burlesque  than  the  conduct  of  this  bureau." 

It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  the  officer  who  was  so  obnox- 
ious to  Mr.  Conkling  had  been  assigned  to  Western  New 
York  by  General  Fry,  at  the  request  of  William  H.  Seward, 
of  New  York,  Secretary  of  State ;  that  Mr.  Spaulding,  of  Ohio, 
who  also  opposed  the  continuance  of  this  military  bureau  as 
necessary  only  in  war  and  unnecessary  in  peace,  thought  it  his 
duty  to  protest  in  the  House  that  a  great  deal  of  the  odium 
which  had  been  attached  '*  to  the  administration  of  the  duties 
of  that  office  pertained  rather  to  the  nature  of  the  office  than 
to  the  individual  who  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office.  I 
question  whether  any  man,  whether  he  came  from  the  East  or 
the  West,  from  the  North  or  the  South,  could  have  gone  into 
the  administration  of  the  Provost  MarshaKTcneral's  depart- 
ment and  discharged  its  duties  with  any  more  satisfaction  to 
the  general  public  than  General  James  B.  Fry,"  —  and  added, 
with  amiable  desire  to  allay  strife,  "  I  think,  perhaps,  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  has  sufficient  cause  for  what  he  has 
said ;  but  such  a  case  as  he  has  mentioned  has  not  been  brought 
home  to  me,  in  all  my  official  intercourse  with  the  Provost 
Marshal-General  during  the  last  three  years,  and  it  has  been 
constant  and  frequent.  I  have  been  treated  by  him  with  a 
degree  of  kindness  and  courtesy  which  requires  from  me  an 
expression  of  thanks  rather  than  of  censure.  I  am  happy, 
therefore,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  I  am  under  obli- 
gations to  this  man  ;  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  acquit  myself 
of  the  duty  of  doing  so  " : 


liin'JHAi'iiy 


That  General  Scheiick,  of  Ohio,  jirotesUid  agaiiiet  the  intro- 
duction of  General  Fry's  character,  as  having  no  relation  to  the 
questioD,  ilechiriiig  that  "It  is  defended  by  the  history  nf  the 
war.  It  IB  defended  by  hie  services  through  good  report  and 
evil  report.  According  to  tlie  beat  of  his  ability,  that  officer 
lias  so  disuharged  his  duty  tliat  those  in  his  own  immediate 
department,  who  know  beat  how  that  duty  has  been  discharge<l, 
have  no  such  epithets  to  bestow  upon  liim  as  that  he  is  an  un- 
deserving ofRcer  ;  the  Military  Committee,  in  all  their  labor  uf 
t'oasideratiou,  diacuasiou,  inquiry,  and  other  work  tending  tit 
the  framing  rjf  a  proper  bill  for  tlie  establudunenl  of  an  army 
aystem,  have  endeavored  to  aul  witbout  reference  to  persons, 
having  in  view  only  the  best  schemes  for  the  HtUtiiuuent  of 
iibject*  wliicli  might  result  in  the  public  good": 

That  Mr.  Farqulior,  who  had  served  under  General  Pry,  n)8e 
in  the  House  to  deiduiv :  "I  never  did  hear  any  chai-ge  mode 
against  the  cflii^iency,  against  the  promptness,  against  the 
success  of  tli«  officer  in  charge  of  that  department,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  —  and  I  say  it  with  pleanure,  —  the  duties  of  that  office 
were  performed  with  evidence  of  the  highest  ability  and  the 
greatest  satisfaction.  Dui-iug  the  time  I  hm\  i\n  opporluuity  of 
serving  under  that  officer,  a  large  numlwr  of  recruita  were 
raised,  both  to  till  up  old  regiments  and  to  create  new  regi- 
ments, with  a  success  which  did  not  attend  the  service  when 
another  oilicer  was  in  charge  of  that  department.  I  take 
pleasure,  without  entering  into  the  controversy,  if  I  may  so 
call  it,  in  regard  to  tlie  duties  and  services  of  that  high  officer, 
to  say  to-day  tluit  I  bear  testimony  to  the  highest  ability  of  that 
officer  in  tlie  full  ui.scharge  of  these  duties  " : 

That  General  Fry  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point  from  Illi- 
nois, and  hiwl  been  in  the  army  from  the  age  of  twenty;  tJiat 
when  the  war  broke  imt,  his  father,  though  a  Democrat  and 
over  sixty  years  of  age,  raised  a  regiment,  went  into  the  field, 
and  fought  in  some  of  the  severest  battles  of  the  war;  that 
General  Fry  was  attested  by  his  own  Congressmen  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  gallant  men  we  ever  had  in  the  army,  whoso 
character  had  been  without  reproach,  whose  integrity  had  never 
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battles  of  the  provost  marshalship  with  deserters  and  drafts 
aud  bounty-jumpers,  were  so  distasteful  to  him  that  he  once  fell 
from  his  high  estate  of  unquestioning  obedience  into  complain- 
ing to  President  Lincoln  of  the  obloquy  attaching  to  the  mere 
administration  of  the  law  of  his   office;  but   the  great-souled 
President,  who  had  himself  drank  to  the  full  the  cup  of  obloquy, 
instead  of  rebuking,  comforted  him  with  the  assurance,  "  That  is 
necessarily  the  case  for  the  present,  but  it  will  be  all  right  in  the 
end."     Suffer  it  to  be  so  now  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all 
righteousness.     Such  a  soldier,  so  attacked  on  a  field  where  he 
could  make  no  defence,  Mr.  Blaine  was  not  likely  to  pass  by  on 
the  other  side.     When  Mr.  Conkling  began  to  speak,  Mr.  Blaine 
was  talking  to  a  friend  in  the  diplomatic  gallery  of  the  House ; 
but  his  quick  ear  caught  the  tenor  of  the  remarks,  and  hurry- 
ing to  his  seat  he  took  the  floor  the  instant  Mr.  Conkling  re- 
leased it.     He  was  on  the  Military  Committee  which  had  the 
bill  in  charge,  aud  he  had  a  special  right  to  speak.     He  began 
calmly   enough,   replying    to    Mr.   Conkling's    implication    of 
falsehood  in  attributing  the  report  to  the  Lieutenant-General : 
"  I   wish  to  state  why  the  committee  reported  this  section  of 
the  bill  in  regard  to  which   the   gentleman   from   New   York 
shows  so  much  feeling.     I  believe  that  among  the  earliest  acts 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  at  this  session  of  Congress 
was  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  this 
House,  directing  the  War  Department  to  report  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing   the  office  of  provost   marshal-general. 
In  the  routine  of  business  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
came  to  the  Military  Committee,  and  among  the  papers  was  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant      The  gentleman   from 
New  York  has  read  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant-General,  which 
practically  recalls  the  recommendations  of  the  letter  on  which 
the  committee  acted ;  but  I  desire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  letter 
i)f  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  which  was  the  authorization,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  committee,  for  inserting  the  section."     The 
Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Untted  States, 

Washington,  December  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  in  reference  to  deser- 
tions, 1  would  make  the  following  remarks:   I  do  not  think  the  present 
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method  of  roOTollIng,  as  mrriwJ  out.  sufficient  to  flU  up  tiic  regular  army 
tn  tiiR  fiinw  tvijiiimU.  ur  kiwp  it  full  wlitin  nni'*  Hlltui. 

The  dxity  ia  un  lni|>ortiitit  one.  »nd  demandB.  I  think.  \b«  exoliwivr  »tli*n- 
tion  of  AU  offiisir  of  ihi)  Wht  I>i!pnrtiucnt,  liddil  byii  woll-oTfranuiMlaj'stem 
oxtunding  uvur  Die  Kuiirilry.  1  think  tlit<  olHour  traut  Uttt-d  fur  Uiiit  fmniltcin. 
by  his  i-xpari«ni:e  diirinj;  Uii-  [irownt  war,  in  (ienoral  F17.  and  would  ms 
oinmuRd  ttiAt  th«  wholu  subjtwt  uf  nuruillng  bi>  [tut  in  his  linndsitnd  nil  nffl- 
oera  on  n-cmiiinv  dnty  bn  diroriisj  tn  report  to  him.  Ho  should  abo  have 
ctinrp.'  uf  titi^  itpprvhf*n«iuu  of  dtMuirters.  should  liu  nuthurixixl  to  ofinr  such 
rewards  as  will  secure  Ili«ir  apprehension.  U'bcn  cauglit  they  should  iie 
tried,  and  tin-  H-nii-ott"  rigidly  i-arrind  Into  Kttaci ;  this  would  siion  stop  Uie 
prosoni  ^noiTnons  amount  nf  dpsprUon, 

I  would  nwommcnd  thai  tbn  dulioH  hcrftofnm  ptirformi^d  by  proynst 
marshals  be  hereafter  performed  by  oflicH-ra  detailed  for  rtwruitiag  duty. 
Very  respwifully. 

V.  S.  Grakt. 

/:  iettlenanl-  (htntnti. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stakton,  HeFrtlar;i  af  War. 

Mr.  IlLALSK.  —  The  House  will  observe  that  the  Committee 
oil  Military  Affnire  noted  [trtoiieely  111  Hccnrdaiico  with  tliH  reo- 
ummeudations  of  the  Lieiiteiiftnt-Gmieral  as  i^ontniiu'd  in  tlic 
letter  which  has  just  been  read-  When  the  geiiUetnan  frnni 
New  York  qiiotos  the  letter  of  the  Lien  tenant-General  in  qoh- 
demnation  of  the  report  miide  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affaii^,  I  merely  wisji  the  privilege  of  showing  that  that  report 
wjis  made  in  express  eniiforniity,  n-rbatim  et  literatim,  with  the 
recommendiitions  of  that  officer's  letter,  which  eanie  oflicially 
before  the  eommittee,  and  which  was  not  smuggled  in  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  letter  read  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  C(»nies  before  us.  That  is  not  an  ofBcinI  letter  ;  it  is  an 
nnoHicial  note.  The  letter  just  read  by  the  Clerk  is  an  ofBcial 
note,  foniniunicnted  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
11  regular  i;all,  and  referred  by  the  House  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affaii's, 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  dn  nut  sujipose  tlitit  the  House  of  Represents- 
lives  eaiv  anything  more  than  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  about  llu;  great  recruiting  frauds  in  New  York,  or  the 
■luarrels  of  tin;  gentleniiiii  from  New  York  with  General  Fry,  in 
whirh  .iilanvls  if    Is   L'-fin'i ;>ll ^    n.idrrstnnd    tlie   creullenum   <;ame 
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Though  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  had  some  differ- 
ence with  General  Fry,  yet  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that,  as  I 
believe,  there  is  not  in  the  American  Army  a  more  honorable 
and  high-toned  officer  than  General  Fry.  That  officer,  I  doubt 
not,  Ls  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman  from  New  York  or  any- 
body else  in  the  proper  forum.  I  must  say  tliat  I  do  not  think 
it  is  any  very  creditable  proceeding  for  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  here  in  this  place  to  traduce  (Jeneral  Fry  as  a  mili- 
tary officer  when  he  has  no  opportunity  to  be  heard.  I  do  not 
consider  such  a  proceeding  the  highest  specimen  of  chivalrj' 
that  could  be  exhibited. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  had  his  issues  with  Gen- 
eral Fry  at  the  War  Department.  They  have  been  adjudicated 
upon  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  leave  it  for  the  gentleman 
to  say  whether  he  came  out  first  best.  I  do  not  know  the  par- 
ticulars ;  the  gentleman  can  inform  the  House.  All  I  liave  to 
say  Ls  —  and  in  this  I  believe  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  this  House  —  that  James  B.  Fry  is  a  most 
efficient  officer,  whose  character  is  without  spot  or  blemish;  a 
gentleman  who  stands  second  to  no  other  officer  in  the  Ameri- 
can army ;  and  he  is  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  and  all  other  accusers  anywhere  and  everywhere.  And, 
sir,  when  I  hear  the  gentleman  from  New  York  rehearse  in 
this  House,  as  an  impeachment  of  General  Fry,  all  the  details 
of  the  recruiting  frauds  in  New  York,  which  General  Fry  used 
his  best  energies  to  repress  with  iron  hand,  a  sense  of  indigna- 
tion carries  me  beyond  my  personal  strength  and  impels  me  to 
denounce  such  a  course  of  proceeding. 

To  this  Mr.  Conkling  replied  in  words  which,  as  reported  in 
the  "  Congressional  Globe,''  were : 

'*  Mr.  Speaker,  if  General  Fry  is  reduced  to  depending  for 
vindication  upon  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  he  is  to  be  com- 
miserated certainly.  If  I  have  fallen  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
lessons  from  that  gentleman  in  the  rules  of  propriety,  or  of  right 
or  wrong,  God  help  me.  I  say  to  him  further  that  1  mean  to 
take  no  advantage  such  as  he  attributes  of  the  privileges  of  tliis 
place  or  of  the  absence  of  General  Fry.  On  the  contraiy,  I  am 
ready  to  avow  what  I  have  here  declared  anywhere.     I  have 
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stated  facts  fur  whiuli  I  nm  willing  to  be  hclii  responsible  at  all 
times  iiiiil  ]iliii!es." 

What  the  ii(!W»[ia|H!r(t  reiiorted  Mr.  f'onkliiig  to  havi-  (taid 
was.  "1  am  eutirely  rcaiKiiisible,  not  only  here,  but  elsewhere, 
for  what  I  have  said."  "  Tu  iho  particular  individual  to  whom  it 
may  give  offence  I  will  answer  not  here,  but  elsewhere  —  any- 
where it  may  be  agreeable  to  have  the  answer." 

"  I  say,  further,  that  the  slalement  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  with  regard  to  myaelf  pei-sonally,  and  my  quarreU 
with  (Jeneral  Fry  and  their  reeulls,  is  fiilac." 

Mr.  Blains.  —  What  dovi*  the  gentk-inan  mean  to  say  wu) 
false? 

Mr.  C'ONicLiHa.  —  I  mean  tu  say  tlmt  the  statemetit  made  by 
the  geiitlemun  from  Maine  is  false.  . 

Mr.  B1.AIXK.  —  What  statement/  I 

Mr.  CONKUSO.  —  Does  not  the  genlk'nian  understand  what  \ 
I  moan? 

Declining  to  answer  Mr,  lilaiue's  iiuestinn  directly,  Mr. 
Oonkliug  at  length  camti  around  in  hi«  own  way  to  the  point  ' 
of  his  objection,  which  was  the  statement  that  he  had  "had 
personal  quarrels"  with  General  Frv  and  hail  been  worsted 
in  them,  and  that  too  before  the  Secretary  of  War  and  by  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Blaine  replied  tiiat  wliat  he  had  understood  was  "  from 
very  high  anthoritv,"  but  "I  left  it  t<i  him  to  say  whether  it 
wati  MO,  but  added  1  could  not  consent  to  go  into  this  cheap  sort 
of  stuff  about  answering 'here  and  elsewhere,' and  about 'per' 
sonal  responsibility,'  and  all  that  kind  of  thing. 

"Sir,  I  do  not  know  how  to  characterize  it.  When  we  had 
gentlemen  here  from  the  eleven  seceded  States,  they  used  to 
talk  about  answering  '  here  and  elsewhere  ; '  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  they  meant  a  duel.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  means  nothing  of  tluit  kind  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  does  or  not ;  but  that  is  the  only  meaning  that  can  be  at- 
tached to  the  phrase.  Wlieii  a  man  says  that  he  is  ready  to 
atwwer  •  here  or  elsewhere  '   he  means   tliat   he   is   willing  t<i 

■   Olstrif!   r,f    CnintMl.i.i.       \y, 
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and  I  am  sure  he  needs  no  assurance  from  me  that  I  do  not 
intend  it.  When  I  have  to  resort  to  the  use  of  the  epithet  of 
'  false '  ujwn  this  floor,  and  this  cheap  swagger  about  being 
responsible  '  here  or  elsewliere,'  I  shall  have  very  little  faith  in 
tlie  cause  v^hich  I  stand  up  to  maintain." 

On  the  second  day  of  the  debate  Mr.  Blaine  read  the  Globe 
report,  and  threw  down  the  gjiuntlet  himself,  informing  the  House 
tliat  in  personal  controversies  between  gentlemen  it  is  a  point  of 
honor  that  as  the  reporter  puts  what  takes  place  it  shall  be  printed, 
and  that  if  alterations  are  made  they  shall  be  made  by  mutual 
understanding  and  knowledge.  On  reading  the  report  at  the 
Globe  office  he  found  essential  alterations,  and  was  told  the 
alterations  were  made  by  the  member  from  New  York,  and  are 
in  his  handwriting.  "  I  now  hold  the  report  of  his  remarks  in 
my  hand,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  page  but  what  has  been 
altered.  But  I  merely  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  one  point  where  the  gentleman  sought  by  an  alteration  to 
take  away  the  entire  point  of  my  reply  to  him.  I  characterized 
some  of  his  bravado  as  cheap  swagger  when  he  talked  about 
meeting  me  'here  or  elsewhere.'  The  gentleman  eliminates 
that  important  part  of  his  speech,  and  inserts  these  words :  '  I 
have  stated  facts  for  which  I  am  willing  to  be  lield  responsible 
at  all  times  and  places.'  Now  the  phrase  *  here  and  elsewhere  ' 
is  a  phrase  well  known  in  Congress  —  it  Ls  the  phrase  of  bully- 
ism.  It  was  a  phrase  upon  Avhich  I  commented,  and  which  T 
denounced,  and  justly  denounced,  and  which  the  gentleman 
had  no  right  to  alter  at  the  Globe  office.  I  want  members  to 
understand  the  precise  point  of  my  complaint.  Though  I  am 
reported,  and  correctly  reported,  as  ref^ring  to  the  phraseology 
*here  and  elsewhere,'  and  commenting  upon  the  bravado  of 
his  manner,  yet  a  person  reading  the  debate  might  be  led  to 
ask  what  I  was  replying  to  when  I  quoted  a  phrase  of  that 
kind,  the  very  mild  phrase  '  at  all  times  and  places '  having 
been  cunningly  substituted.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  expected 
to  make  a  personal  explanation  in  this  House  in  my  life.  As 
to  courage,  I  am  like  the  Methodist  deacon  about  his  piety,  I 
have  none  to  speak  of." 

Mr.  Conkling  asked  and  was  permitted  to  look  at  the  sheets, 
protested  that  he  had   made  no  improper  alterations,  that  he 
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was  '*  as  incapable  as  the  gentleman  from  Maine  pretends  to 
be  of  doing  anything  in  violatioa  of  the  rights  or  the  position 
of  any  other  meuibei,"  reviewed  the  debate  in  question,  da- 
fended  his  course  and  rights  therein,  declared  that  he  never  saw 
the  notes  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  did  not  know  they  con- 
tained any  statement  about  "  here  or  elsewhere,"  did  not  tfdnk 
there  was  the  slighttisl  sjgniticanee  in  those  words  more  than  in 
any  other  for  this  purpose,  charactorir.ed  Mr.  Blaine's  remarks 
as  "  frivolously  impertinent  and  also  incorrect,"  and  that  the  im- 
putation of  due1iK[ii  was  "  a  cheap  way  of  clawing  ofT,"  and,  after 
expressing  with  great  fervor  hi»  indifference  to,  not  to  liuy  con- 
tempt  for,  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  proceeded 
to  read  tbe  original  phrases  and  the  alterations,  and  ^  throw  back 
to  tbt!  gentleman  any  imputation  which  he  aeek,*  to  ca«t  upoD 
me,"  —  which  reading  showed  him  to  have  done  exactly  what 
Mr.  Blaine  said  that  he  had  done  ! 

So  the  second  day  came  and  went,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
third  Mr,  Blaine  reappeared  with  a  fresh  fusillade,  compri^ng 
the  proof  of  his  statement,  —  which  was  mnoh  more  in  hla  w»y- 
than  shooting  Mr.  Conkling,  or  being  shot  by  him.  with  an 
entirely  illogical  ami  therefoi-e  impertinent  hnllcl. 

"  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Provost  MarHhal-Qeneral 
Fry,  which  I  ask  to  have  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  vindicating  myself  from  tlie  charge  of  having  stated 
in  debate  last  week  what  was  false,  and  also  for  the  purpose, 
which  I  am  sure  will  commend  itself  to  the  Hou&e,  of  allowing 
fair  play  to  an  honorable  man  in  the  same  forum  in  which  be 
has  been  assailed." 

The  Si'KAKEK.  —  It  requires  unanimous  consent  to  have  it 
read.     Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  Conkling. —  I  infer  that  this  has  some  reference  to 
me.  I  shall  make  no  objection,  provided  [  may  have  an 
oi)portunity  to  reply  to  whatever  the  letter  may  call  for  here- 
after. 

Mr.  Blaine. —  I  wish  further  to  say  that  if,  on  investigation,  I 
had  found  1  wsls  in  nrror  in  the  stJitenient  1  had  made   touching 


BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    G.    BLAINE,  167 

I  was  in  error  or  not,  I  leave  to  those  who  hear  the  letter  of  the 
Provost  Marshal-General. 

A  letter  from  General  Fry  was  then  read  in  which  he  said  : 
**  Your  assertions  touching  Mr.  Conkling's  difficulties  with  this 
bureau  are  amply  and  completely  justified  by  the  facts  which 
this  letter  will  disclose.     .     .     . 

"  My  official  intercourse  with  Representatives  in  Congress  dur- 
ing the  past  three  years  has  been  constant  and  in  many  cases 
intimate,  and,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  Mr.  Conkling,  it 
has  been  marked,  so  far  as  I  remember,  by  mutual  honor  and 
fair  dealing."  After  giving  in  detail  the  three  main  issues  be- 
tween himself  and  Mr.  Conkling,  (which  were,  first,  that  General 
Fry  removed  the  first  Provost  Marshal  of  Mr.  Conkling's  dis- 
trict, that  Mr.  Conkling  complained  of  this  action  both  to  the 
President  and  to  the  War  Department,  but  failed  to  procure 
any  modification  of  General  Fry's  course.  Second,  that  General 
Fry  had  removed  the  second  Provost  Marshal  of  the  district, 
and  that  Mr.  Conkling  had  failed  to  restore  him.  Third,  that 
Mr.  Conkling  had  attempted  to  secure  counsel  from  the  gov- 
ernment to  defend  the  second  Provost  Marshal  in  his  litiga- 
tions and  had  failed)  General  Fr}*^  added,  '*  Notwithstanding 
Mr.  Conkling's  denial  in  the  House,  his  own  lettei^s  as  well  as 
the  foregoing  statements  show  that  there  were  differences,  and 
that  he  was  *  worsted.'  On  the  25th  of  October,  1865,  he 
wrote  the  Secretary  of  War,  saying :  '  It  is  now  many 
months  since  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  any  response  from  the 
department  touching  the  interests  of  the  government  in  this 
district.  Still  I  venture  one  more  trial,  etc'  Every  request, 
complaint,  or  accusation  of  any  importance  made  by  Mr. 
Conkling  affecting  General  Fry's  bureau  had  been  laid  before 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  passed  upon  by  him.  The  result  in 
nearly  every  instance  had  been  unfavorable  to  Mr.  Conkling, 
and  assuming  that  these  were  the  differences  or  quarrels 
which  were  referred  to  in  the  debate  as  those  in  which  Mr. 
Conkling  came  out  second  best,  he  asserted  what  was  not  true 
when  he  denied  them." 

This  was  sufficiently  conclusive  of  the  existence  of  the 
quarrels  referred  to ;  but  General  Fry,  having  been  so  very 
definitely  and  sorely  attacked,  did  not  stay  his  hand.     To  the 


iDsinuation  that  he  "should  tillow  tho  Wtir  DepHrtraent  and  the 
Rountry  t^i  know  precisely  what  has  beonu*  of  the  twenty-five 
million  iind  odd  dollars  which,  under  the  act  of  Maroh  3,  186^ 
went  to  it»  irrudit,"  Goncral  Fry  rwplied  triumphantly.  "My 
ofTioial  rejKirt,  now  |iartly  in  tlie  liandx  of  the  puhlic  printer, 
Mhnws  in  detail  the  disiwsition  of  every  dollar  of  this  money, 
and  shows,  moreover,  a  completi-noss  and  accuracy  in  acconnu 
that  18  not  siirpaaxed,  if  it  i»>  equalled,  by  any  bureau  tinder  the 
government;  and  I  hold  a  cei'tificate  fmm  tlie  Seound  Comp- 
troller of  tht!  TreiiBUry  that  all  my  accouiita  relating  to  this 
fund  have  l>een  examined  and  found  correct."  Ami  in  turn  be 
added  a  suggestion  whether  Mr,  Conkling's  action  in  exerci»> 
ing  the  funolionH  of  judge  advocatt'.  and  receiving  pay  therefor 
from  tlie  United  Stntes  U'  the  amount  of  #8,000  while  receiving 
his  compensation  as  a  momber  of  Congresn,  was  a  violation  of 
the  letter  or  spirit,  or  both,  of  articie  one,  section  two.  of  the 
Constitution : 

•*  He  was  as  zealoua  in  preventing  proaecntionii  at  Utiea  as  he 
was  in  making  them  at  Klmira,  and  the  main  ground  of  difficulty 
between  Mr.  Conkliug  and  myself  has  lieeii  that  I  wanted  ex- 
jioaure  at  both  places,  whilr  lie  wiintrd  conceiilnieiit  at  one.  I 
have  been  at  all  times  ameoiible  to  the  severest  form  of  law, — 
the  military  code,  —  liable  at  any  moment  to  summarj'  arrest, 
court-martial,  and  extreme  punishment  in  case  of  any  derelic- 
tion of  official  duty.  No  one  knew  or  knows  this  fact  better 
than  Mr.  Conkling,  and  if,  wliile  acting  lis  judge  advocate,  he 
came  into  tlie  possession  of  any  fact  impugning  or  impeaching 
my  integrity  as  n.  piiblic  officer,  he  was  guilty  of  grave  public 
wrong  and  uu faithfulness  if  he  did  not  instantly  file  formal 
charges  against  nie  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  He  can,  there- 
fore, onlj-  escape  tho  charge  of  delil)erate  and  malignant  false- 
hood as  a  member  of  Congress  by  confessing  an  unpardonable 
breach  of  duty  iis  judge  advocate.  He  held  both  offices  and 
took  pay  fur  both  at  the  same  time  ;  he  has  certainly  been  false 
to  honor  in  one,  and  perhaps,  as  the  sequel  may  show,  in  both. 

"  Copiesof  official  documents  substantiating  statements  herein 
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niinois,  moved  that  ten  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed.  Mr. 
Conkling  desired  them  to  be  read,  rather  childishly  declaring 
that  he  enjoyed  it  very  much,  and  proceeded  to  justify  in  de- 
tail his  acceptance  of  the  f  3,000  fee  till  Mr.  Ross  interrupted 
him  again,  ''If  it  will  not  discompose  the  gentleman  too  much, 
I  would  ask  him  to  state  whether  that  was  during  the  time  he 
was  drawing  pay  as  a  member  of  Congress.'' 

Mr.  Conkling.  —  I  do  not  quite  understand  the  pertinence 
of  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  But  I  will 
endeavor  to  enlighten  him.  He  probably  knows,  for  I  presume 
that  information  has  extended  to  him,  that  the  term  of  members 
of  Congress  commences  on, the  fourth  of  March.  And  as  the 
retainer  which  I  have  spoken  of  was  in  April,  which,  I  will  in- 
form the  gentleman,  is  a  month  that  comes  after  March  in  the 
calendar,  he  will  very  likely  be  able,  by  the  rule  of  three,  or  by 
some  other  rule  with  which  he  is  familiar,  to  cipher  out  whether 
I  was  a  member  of  Congress  at  the  time  or  not. 

I  should  be  sorry  to  suppose  that  the  member  from  Illinois, 
or  any  other  member  of  this  House,  —  indeed,  T  should  be  sorry 
as  an  American  to  suppose  that  the  standard  of  intelligence 
anywhere  in  the  country  is  so  low  that  any  human  being,  un- 
less it  \ye  that  distinguished  mathematician  and  warrior.  Provost 
Marshal-General  Fry,  believes  there  is  the  slightest  impropriety 
in  a  man  who  is  a  member  of  Congress  practising  his  profession 
as  counsel  in  courts,  or  accepting  from  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  from  any  other  client,  a  retainer  for  such  pro- 
fessional services. 

But  after  he  was  again  in  the  full  tide  of  explanation,  Mr. 
Ross  again  interposed,  *'  Will  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
yield  to  me  a  moment?" 

Mr.  Conkling.  —  For  what  purpose  ? 

Mr.  Ross.  —  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  was  draw- 
ing pay  as  judge  advocate  at  the  same  time  when  he  was  receiving 
$3,000  a  year  from  the  government  as  a  member  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Conkling.  —  I  will  answer  the  gentleman's  question, 
Mr.  Speaker;  because  nothing  interests  me  in  connection  with 
this  matter  more  than  the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois. 
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I  Ijog,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  assure  t)iB  geiitl«iiian  "  confidentially," 
as  the  gentleman  from  PeunsylvHiiia  would  say,  and  I  hops 
he  will  regard  it  as  a  uonfidetitial  communicHtion,  that  I  uever 
>iid  receive  salaiy  am  judge  advocate  during  the  period  he  i 
refers  to,  or  during  any  other  period ;  not  one  penny.  Tudevd, 
Mr.  Speaker.  I  found  myself  very  unexpectedly  elevated  when 
I  )iuw  the  atinounot^mont  in  some  paper  thitt  this  retainer  which 
the  government  had  given  me  made  me  a(.-.ting  judge  advoimte 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  a  case.  It  was  merely  an  empli>y- 
ment  Be  counsel ;  and  t\\v  ouunsel  fee  which  was  paid  is,  I 
beg  to  aasnre  the  gentlemun,  the  only  oomjfenHation  that  I 
ever  received  for  my  services.  1  never  received  any  pay  m 
judge  advocate  during  auy  period  whatever.  ...  I  beg 
IcHve,  Mr.  Sjyeaker,  to  remind  gentlemen  of  the  prucise  Ktat«* 
ment  which  on  that  octaaion  I  pronoujiced  untrue.  Tlie  meiii> 
her  from  Maine  said  —  T  road  from  the  Olobe:  "I  do  not 
suppose  that  tht-  IIouKe  of  Kcpresentativea  care  anything  more 
than  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Affaii-s  uliout  the  great  recruit- 
ing frauds  of  New  York,  or  the  quarrels  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  with  General  Fry,  in  which  (jnarrels,  it  is  generally 
understood,  the  gentleman  came  out  socnnd  bpst  at  tho  W'nv 
Department."  I  will  not  stop  to  read  further  (although  I 
proijose  to  have  all  I  have  marked  inserted  in  my  remarks)  the 
various  forms  in  which  the  statement  was  made  tliat  I  had  had 
personal  (juarrels  witli    Provost  Marshal-General  Fry. 

Mr.  Blainb.  —  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  read  the  whole.  If 
he  will  show  me  the  word  "  personal  "  in  the  speech  to  which 
he  is  rejilying,  I  will  reward  him.  He  cannot  do  it.  He  is  put- 
ting his  own  interpretation  upon  it.  Let  the  gentleman  read 
all  that  he  is  going  to  print. 

Mr.  CoNKi.iNC.  —  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  active  member 
fi-om  Maine  will  i.reser\e  himself  as  free  from  agitation  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Blaikk.  —  I  demanil  that  wliatever  the  gentleman  puts 
in  the  Globe  he  shall  read. 

Thii  S]ie;iker  ruled  that  tlif  demand  was  parliamentary,  and 
Mr  Conkliiig  [icrfuree  yielded:     "Mi'.  Speaker,  this  is  a  little 
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quiet ;  I  am  entirely  disposed  to  have  the  whole  passage  read, 
and  I  will  ask  to  have  it  read."  The  whole  passage  was  read, 
and  then  Mr.  Blaine  scored  his  point  by  declaring,  "  The  word 
personal  does  not  occur  there,"  to  which  Mi\  Conkling  made 
the  astonishing  confession  and  avoidance,  "  Tlie  House  will 
observe  I  did  not  say  the  word  '  personal '  did  occur.  But 
that  is  not  here  nor  there,''  and  continued  his  argument  to 
prove  that  he  liad  "  no  personal  quarrel  with  General  Fry," 
and  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  House  would  "  pardon  some- 
thing to  the  extraordinary  incident  wliich  has  been  witnessed, 
of  the  liead  of  a  bureau,  a  clerk  in  the  War  Department,  sending 
here  to  be  read  such  a  pile  of  rubbish  as  that,  a  personal  assault 
upon  a  member  of  this  House,  under  the  pretence  of  vindicating 
himself  in  some  way  or  other." 

Mr.  Blaine  responded  in  his  most  off-hand  manner :  "  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  anything  to  say,  and  I  shall  not  take  very 
long  to  say  it.  I  do  not  happen  t^)  possess  the  volubility 
of  the  gentleman  from  the  Utica  district.  It  took  him  thirty 
minutes  the  other  day  to  explain  that  an  alteration  in  the 
reporter's  notes  for  the  Globe  was  no  alteration  at  all ;  and 
I  do  not  think  he  convinced  the  House,  after  all.  And  it 
has  taken  him  an  hour  to-day  to  explain  that  while  he  and 
(Jeneral  Fry  have  been  at  swords'  j)oint.s  for  a  year,  there  has 
been  no  difficulty  at  all  between  them.  He  has  said  that  General 
Fry  is  of  no  consequence,  that  he  is  a  mere  clerk  in  the  War 
Department.  Yet  he  is  a  ver^'  sensitive  clerk,  and  when  he 
has  been  accused  of  all  sorts  of  fraud,  he  should  have  a  little 
chance  to  be  heard.  Now,  one  single  word.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  attempted  to  pass  off  his  appearance  in 
this  case  as  simply  the  appearance  of  counsel.  I  want  to  read 
again,  for  tlie  information  of  the  House,  the  appointment  under 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  appeared  as  the  prosecutor 
on  the  part  of  the  government.     It  is  as  follows  : 

Wak  Deivvktment, 

Washington  City,  April  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  authorize  you  to  inves- 
tigate all  cases  of  fraud  in  the  Provost  Mai-shaPs  department  of  the 
western  division  of  New  York,  and  all  misdemeanors  connected  with 
recruiting.     Yon  will  from  time  to  time  mak(^  report  to  Uiis  department  of 
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thi!  progri'Miif  yum-  InUnw.  iiinl  will  a|H»ly  for  iiny  »|)ociiil  aulhtirfly  fur 
which  you  may  hikvu  ooiiLsloii.  Tiu<  Juil^  Ad  rousted  Imiurn  I  will  be  In- 
structed to  issiin  to  ym  an  u|i)>olntm»<Tit  iw  siiocial  Judge  iidvocatn,  ftir  thu 
proseuuticin  uf  Aiiy  casus  Uiat  inny  iio  brouj^ht  to  trial  Iwfora  n  iiiililtuy 
liibunal.  You  will  also  ti]ipt>iu'  Id  behalf  of  tills  department  in  any  caam 
that  it  may  be  deemed  mora  i>x|>ediont  tu  lirin^  brfnrf)  tho  dvil  trilmnols. 
Very  I'chpui'tfTilly,  yoiiv  obedient  servant, 

«'.  A.  Daka, 
Afiixtanl  Nravtary  of  War. 

Mr.  ROSC'OE  CONKLtltii. 


"  Now,  air,  I  find  in  Briglitly's  Digest,  Seutioii  4K,  page  821, 
that :  '  No  person  who  holds  or  shall  hold  any  office  under  the 
government  of  Ihe  United  States  whose  salary  or  annual  cum- 
peiisatioii  sliall  amount  to  the  sum  uf  $2,500  shall  receive 
compcnsatiuii  for  disuhargiiig  the  duties  of  any  other  office.' 

"I  leave  it  for  the  House  to  decide  wlietlier  tho  gontleinan 
can  get  off  under  the  technical  plea  that  he  was  not  a  judge  nd- 
vocat«.  He  cannot  deny  that  he  diachurged  the  duties  of  judge 
advocat^i  under  the  speoial  comtuission  which  I  huvo  read,  and 
he  was  pai<l  for  the  diocharge  of  those  duties.  The  case  falls 
under  the  Siitne  law  as  that  of  the;  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Schenck],  who,  being  a  Representative  in  Congress  while  yet  a 
major-general,  declined  to  receive  any  pay  as  a  member  until  he 
had  resigned  his  olhce  in  the  army,  and  had  taken  his  seat  in 
this  House.  I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  about  this,  except 
that  I  consider  the  point  well  taken,  and  that  in  my  view  this 
committee,  if  appointed,  ought  to  investigate  the  matter.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  gentleman  received  the  money  rightfully, 
though  I  will  say  this  much  of  him,  if  he  will  permit  me,  that  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  restore  it  if  convinced  he  has  taken  it 
improperly. 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  all  I  have  to  say  further  in  connection  with  this 
matter  is,  that  what  I  stated  the  other  day  has,  as  I  conceiTe,  been 
fully,  entirely,  and  emphatically  vindicated  by  the  record.  I 
believe  I  have  shown  the  members  of  this  House  that  I  am  in- 
capable of  stating  anything  here  for  whieh  I  am  not  responsible 
—  not  cxiiL-tly  'liere  or  elsi- where,'  bnl  ies|ioii!.il)]e  .is  a  cenllp- 
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dilapidated,  might  not  have  been  irreparable ;  but  Mr.  Conkling 
added,  "  Mr.  Speaker,  I  sought  the  floor  again  to  say  this, 
which  possibly  I  omitted  to  state  before :  that  no  commission 
was  ever  issued  to  me  by  the  Judge  Advocate-General.  For 
fear  that  I  omitted  to  state  it,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  no  com- 
mission, paper,  or  authority  whatever  was  ever  issued  to  me 
except  the  letter  of  retainer  which  has  been  read,  employing  me 
to  act,  according  to  its  language,  before  military  courts  and 
before  other  tribunals." 

Mr.  Blaine,  who  had  already  said  his  final  word,  was  instantly 
up  again,  but  Mr.  Conkling's  patience  was  exhausted  to  the 
point  of  direct  and  simple  ire. 

The  Speaker.  —  Does  the  gentleman  from  New  York  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maine  ? 

Mr.  Conkling.  —  No,  sir.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  member  from  Maine,  not  even  so  much  as  to 
yield  him  the  floor.  [But  he  quickly  recovered  his  rhetoric  and 
attested  the  fervor  of  his  indifference.]  Mj.  Speaker,  if  the 
member  from  Maine  had  the  least  idea  how  profoundly  indif- 
ferent I  am  to  his  opinion  uix)n  the  subject  which  he  has  been 
discussing,  or  upon  any  other  subject  personal  to  me,  I  think 
he  would  hardly  take  the  trouble  to  rise  here  and  express  his 
opinion.  And  as  it  is  a  matter  of  entire  indifference  to  me 
what  that  opinion  may  be,  I  certainly  will  not  detain  the 
House  by  discussing  the  question  whether  it  is  well  or  ill- 
founded,  or  by  noticing  wliat  he  says.  I  submit  the  whole 
matter  to  the  members  of  the  House,  making  as  I  do  an 
apology  for  the  length  of  time  which  I  have  occupied  in  con- 
sequence of  being  drawn  into  explanations  originally  by  an 
interruption  which  I  pronounced  the  other  day  ungentlemanly 
and  impertinent,  and  having  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
question. 

Mr.  Blaine,  taking  the  floor,  began  : 

"  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  pursue  this  controversy  further ; 
but  still  the  gentleman  from  New  York  cannot  get  oflE  on  the 
technicality  which  he  has  suggested.  He  says  that  a  com- 
mission never  was  issued  to  him.  I  understand  him  to  admit 
that  if  a  commission  had  been  issued  to  him  lie  could  not  have 
taken  pay  for  both  offices.     Now  every  one  knows  that  those 
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lirvliminary  authoriKalions  are  the  things  on  which  half'tfae 
hiiHiness  uriHin^  out  of  tlw  \rKr  has  boen  ilcine.  Msn  have 
Fought  lit  tho  IikriI  nf  hntuliona  and  dJvininru>  mid  nnny  ourj^ 
without  having  received  their  formal  commiMions.  The  genlli- 
man  was  just  as  mii<;h  bound  tu  ri'isjwut  the  hiw  under  that 
Appoititiiient  8K  though  it  had  ht^eu  a  formal  ciimmission  nntb 
the  aignature  of  the  Secretary  of  War."  Turning  theu 
directly  to  Mr.  Coukling,  who  was  accentuating  his  profound 
indifFerencp  lo  what  tht>  gentleman  from  Maine  might  bo  sfty- 
ing  ly  writing  buaily,  there  oatna  one  swift  downpour  of  scorn 
for  scorn.  "  An  M  llio  gvntli'mnn '»  cruel  SHrca»m,  I  hope  he 
will  not  be  too  dcvere.  The  contempt  of  tliat  largc-niindocl 
gentleman  u  so  wilting,  hid  haughty  disdain,  his  grandiloquent 
swell,  his  majestic,  snperemincnt,  overpowering,  turkey-gobbler 
strut,  hflj4  been  so  crushing  to  myself  and  all  the  membere  of  thi^ 
House,  that  I  know  it  was  an  act  of  the  greatest  temeri^'  for  me 
to  venture  npon  a  controversy  with  him."  Heforrlng  then  to  a 
chance  newspaperAompariBon  of  Mr.  Conkling  to  Henry  Winter 
Davis  (which  he  interpreted  satirically),  he  continued.  "  The 
gentleman  took  it  seriously,  and  it  has  given  hts  strut  ftdditional 
pompcwity.  The  resemblance  is  great,  it  la  striking.  Hyperion 
to  a  Siilyr,  ThcrNitf.s  U>  Hcmiles,  mnd  to  miirblc.  dunghill  to 
rliiimoiid,  ii  singed  I'iil  1o  ii  Hnigiil  tigi'l-.  ;i  wliiniiig  puppy  to  a 
roaring  Hon,  Shade  of  the  mighty  Davis,  foigive  the  almost 
profanation  of  that  jocosti  satire!" 

Tlie  House  of  Representatives  proved  to  l)e  but  cbildnn 
of  a  larger  gi'owth.  It  listened  to  every  word,  shouted 
it«  inextingnishuble  hiughter,  then  pulled  itself  together  to 
conifod  thv  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  to  discipline  the 
gentleman  from  Maint>,  The  Chair  recovered  presence  of  mind 
first,  and  laid  the  blame  on  the  House.  "  If  any  member  had 
called  to  order,  the  Chair  would  at  once  have  strictly  enforced 
the  rule  ;"  but  it  ia  noticeable  that  the  Chair  took  care  not  to 
make  this  suggestion  prematurely.  The  House,  having  first 
gratified  its  curiosity  by  listening  to  the  whole  letter,  uppotnted 
a  committee  "tti  investigate  the  statements  and  charges  made 
by  Hon.  Roseoe  Conkling,  in  his  place,  against  Provost  Marshal- 
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also  to  examine  into   the  statements   made   by   General  Fry 
in  his  communication  to  Hon.  Mr.  Blaine  read  in  the  House." 
The   committee    met,  gave   one   look  at   the   mass    of    docu- 
ments   which    were    to    be    examined,    and   determined,    "in 
view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  assigned  to  it,"  to  under- 
take  only  half  of   it;    that  is,  to    dispose  of   the  charges    of 
General  Fry  against  Mr.  Conkling,  and  to  leave  General  Fry  to 
light  his  way  out  of  Mr.  Conkling's  charges  as  best  he  could. 
This  task  it  accomplished  to  its  own  satisfaction.     The  com- 
mittee   asserted,   and    the   House    assented,    that    Mr.    Fry's 
charges  against  Mr.  Conkling  were  wholly  without  foundation 
in  truth,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.   Conkling  had  been  in  all 
respects  above  reproach,  and,  too  late  horror-stricken  at   the 
spectacle  of  a  mere  clerk  of  a  department  attacking  a  member 
of  Congress  in  Congress  simply  to  defend  his  own  unimpor- 
tant character,  and  forgetting  that  the  House  was  advised  of 
the  contents  of  the  letter  before  it  was  read,  that  it  agreed  to 
the  reading  without  an  objection,  when  a  single  objection  could 
have  kept  it  back,  and  that  it  must  therefore  be  particeps  crimi- 
niSy  it  nevertheless  condemned  General  Fry  for  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House.     Indeed,  General  Fry  fared  so  ill  at 
the  hands  of  the  committee  that  the  question  was  openly  asked 
on  the  floor  of  the  House,  why  some  steps  had  not  been  taken 
to  send  him  to  the  penitentiary ;  which  it  appeared,  in  answer, 
the  House  might  have  done,  but  that  the  sin  of  General  Fry  in 
writing  the  letter  was  so  closely  connected  with  the  sin  of  Mr. 
Blaine  in  offering  the  letter  that  the  same  prison-door  which 
opened  on  the  one  must  needs  close  on  the  other,  by  which  the 
dignity  of  the  House  would  be  still  further  violated.     Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  while  they  laid  exculpating  hands  on   Mr. 
Conkling,  and  kept  inculpating  hands  off  Mr.  Blaine,  they  all 
turned  upon  poor  General  Fry,  and,  forgetting  that  he  had  any 
grievance  at  all,  gave  him  a  very  bad  time  of  it.     The  com- 
mittee reported,  and  the  House  adopted  the  report,  condemning 
General    Fry  for  attempting   to   resent  and   disprove,  in    the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  charge  made  in  the  House  that 
he  had  prostituted  "the  whole  machinery  of  the  government 
to  miscreants  and  robbers." 

Still  there  was  a  world  outside.    The  House  adopted  the  report 


ail  the  14th  nf  July.  On  the  17th  of  the  aame  month.  General 
Fry  was  appointed  "major-general  by  brevet,  for  faithful,  meri- 
torious, and  distinguished  services  in  the  Provost  Marshal-Gen- 
eralV  department."  And  the  Senate  confirmed  the  appointment 
June  10,  1868,  he  was  ap[M>inted  "brigadier-general  by  brevet, 
fur  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles  of  SUiloh, 
Tennessee,  and  Perryville,  Kentucky."  And  the  Senate  con- 
Hrmed  the  appointment-  He  was  appointed  "  colonel  by  brevet, 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Rmi 
(first),  Virginia."  And  the  Senate  confirmed  the  appointment. 
March  12.  1875,  he  was  appointed  colonel  in  AdjutantrGeneral'a 
department.  And  the  Senate  confirmed  the  appointment.  So 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  War  Department  each 
drew  its  own  child  from  the  fierce  flame,  to  its  own  fond  eyes 
unscarred,  while  the  other  child  was  all  scathed  and  blackeBed 
by  the  lightning  stixtke. 

This  controveray  hiw  been  given  with  more  detail  than  it« 
intrinsic  importance  would  justify,  bucauiw  of  the  ituiumerable 
varintions  which  time  and  tradition  have  lent  to  the  tale,  and 
becauBfl  of  the  factitious  importance  with  which  the  subsequent 
prominence  of  the  two  i-hief  contestnnti  invested  it.  National 
policies  and  presidencies  have  been  hung  on  its  issues,  and  the 
poison  of  an  imaginary  bitterness  has  been  diffused  through 
an  entirely  constructive  "  life-long  feud."  But  to  a  feud  there 
must  be  two  parties.  On  Mr.  Blaine's  side  certainly,  there 
was  no  feud  whatever.  He  sjioke  to  the  occasion,  and  smote  no 
more.  He  had  fought  in  his  own  field  the  soldier's  battle,  who 
had  fought  on  the  bloody  field  the  citizen's  battle,  and  that  was 
the  end.  Thereafter  was  no  moment  when  he  was  not  i-eady  for 
peace,  —  at  least  for  sncli  peace  ;us  was  pu.ssibte  with  Mr,  Oonk- 
liug.  At  intervals  iilonjr  the  way  were  ever  springing  up 
friends  who  wished  to  heal  the  breach,  and  Mr.  Blaine  always 
lent  himself  cheerfully,  witlumt  their  urging,  to  their  desire  and 
design.  He  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  go  over  the  story  in 
detail,  or  to  make  an  apohigy,  w  any  scene  whatever  ;  he  was  quit? 
willing  that  the  dead  pait  sliould  bury  its  dead,  but  he  would 
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such  reflection,  and  half  humorously  maintained  that  any  un- 
prejudiced reader  of  the  debate  would  testify  that  in  this  aspect 
he  had  more  to  complain  of  than  Mr.  Conkling.  But  he  not 
only  admitted,  he  was  quick  to  avow  his  admission,  that  in  the 
excitement  of  the  moment  both  had  spoken  some  words  which 
in  cooler  moments  both  regretted  and  would  have  been  glad  to 
recall.  So  much  he  volunteered  without  regard  to  Mr.  Conk- 
ling's  attitude.  To  peace-lovers  and  well-wishers  of  both, 
and  to  loyal  adherents  of  the  Republican  party,  who  thought  its 
interests  involved  in  the  relations  of  its  prominent  leaders,  he 
from  the  first  averred  his  willingness,  even  his  desire,  at  any 
moment  to  resume  relations  with  Mr.  Conkling,  and  to  disavow 
at  the  same  time,  and  at  all  times,  any  intention  whatever  to 
reflect  on  his  honor  as  a  gentleman.  On  one  of  the  many 
occasions  when  he  was  approached  by  friends  of  Mr.  Conkling  in 
the  cause  of  reconciliation,  he  closed  with  the  proposition,  "  If 
you  will  assure  me  of  Mr.  Conkling's  acceptance,  I  will  without 
any  other  preliminary  invite  him  and  Mrs.  Conkling  to  the 
best  dinner  I  can  proffer  to  the  best  company  I  can  gather  in 
Washington."  This  was  after  he  had  been  made  Speaker  and 
had  established  his  home  with  its  usual  hospitalities  in  Wash- 
ington. The  gentlemen  withdiew,  but  the  desired  assurance 
was  never  given  and  the  proffered  table  was  never  spread.  On 
another  and  similar  occasion  he  replied  that  he  would  "far 
rather  be  Mr.  Conkling's  friend  than  his  foe,  and  I  can  say 
with  entire  candor  that  I  never  felt  towards  him  any  of  the 
rancor  of  an  enemy."  During  the  presidential  campaign  of 
1884,  renewed  efforts  were  made  by  loyal  Republicans  towards 
friendly  intercourse  in  the  interests  of  political  cooperation. 
Again  Mr.  Blaine  responded,  as  always,  with  assurances  of 
good-will.  He  reiterated  his  readiness  to  resume  friendly 
relations  and  to  disavow  any  intention  of  imputing  dishonor  to 
Mr.  Conkling,  but  added,  "  To  do  so  now  would  subject  me  to 
the  imputation  of  improper  motives,  but  when  the  election  is 
over,  whichever  way  it  may  end,  I  would  be  glad  as  a  step  to 
reconciliation  to  make  that  disiivowal  in  any  way  that  would 
be  agi'eeable  to  Mr.  Conkling,  assuming  of  course  that  he  feels 
ready  to  make  similar  disavowal  respecting  myself.''  The 
reconciliation  went  no  further. 
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Yet  it  i>robiibly  was  not  wholly  due  to  Mr.  ConkUng's  un- 
wiUiDgiieHs  to  be  ruconcilett,  but  partly  pei'liii]is  to  his  practical 
innbility  to  overoome  what  seemed  to  him  the  awkwardness  of 
ihe  8t«p. 

It  mutit  also  be  admitted  that  Mr.  Bluiae  did  not  set  a  high 
jiiiviite  value  on  Mr.  Coukluig's  frieiid.thip.  To  the  core  of  the 
heart  tliey  were  different  men.  They  worshipped  different 
gods  with  different  rites.  They  cherished  diffitront  ideals  and 
foUiiwed  them  on  different  linea.  Mr.  Blaine  was  not  gladly  on 
ill  tenu3  with  any  oite.  but  he  was  not  pressed  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  Mr.  Coiikling  by  any  inward  urgency. 

The  controvursy  did  nut  affect  Mr.  Blaine's  political  course, 
and  not  jierceptihlyi  I  think,  his  political  fortunes.  The  situa- 
tion was  not  indeed  without  ito  huinorouii  side  —  a^  at  a 
dinner  whei-e  important  matters  were  diJ«^ussed  with  Secretary 
Fish,  and  Mr.  Blaine  would  refer  Mr.  Fish  to  the  Senator  frfim 
New  York  tin  the  proper  authority,  and  .Mr.  Cunkltng.  address- 
ing also  Mr.  Fish,  would  presently  refer  another  cjuesUoa  tn 
the  decision  of  the  S]>eaker  of  the  House.  On  another  day  it 
chanced  that  a  gruup  of  friends,  including  both  Mr.  Blaine  and 
Mr.  Conklinjj,  were  travelling  from  New  York  to  Washington, 
and  enjoying  the  liveliest  nonsense  of  leisurely  talk.  One  of 
them,  Mr.  (sinue  Senator)  Chandler,aniused himself  with  contriv- 
ing, as  op]iortunity  offered,  a  cul  de  sac  in  which  to  entrap  Mr. 
Blaine  anil  Mr.  rankling,  for  the  sake  of  forcing  their  skill  at 
keeping  out.  In  a  careless  moment  Mr.  Conkling  produced  some 
confection  or  otliei-  and  began  to  pass  it  around,  apparent!}' 
without  thinking  of  the  great  gulf  fixed  between  himself  and  bis 
constructive  foe.  When  it  should  have  come  to  Mr.  Blaine, 
there  was  a  visible  rudimentary  movement  of  Mr.  ConkUng's 
proffering  Jiiind  i.nviirds  Mr.  Blaioe  ;  but  alas  !  the  habit  of  a 
lifetime  prevailed.  Lis  good  angel  of  gayety  forsook  him  and 
fled,  more  to  Jlr,  (oiikling'M  cliagrin,  possibly,  than  to  any  other 
person's.  "  Would  yon  havu  taken  it  if  he  bad  offered  it?" 
asked  a  friL-tid  of  Mr.  Blaine  afterwards.  "  Certainly,  if  it  had 
choked  nie  1 "  was  tlie  careless  reply. 

*  inevitable  that  tliey  slioukl  be  often  in  opposition,  but 
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On  the  contrary,  that  early  conflict  was  rather,  doubtless  one 
of  the  things  that  made  for  peace.  Mr.  Conkling's  manner 
was  intolerable,  and  Mr.  Blaine  disembarrassed  himself  of  it 
once  for  all,  and  thus  the  world  remained  unvexed  of  many 
a  storm.  Mr.  Blaine  never  made  the  mistake  of  under-estimat- 
ing Mr.  Conkling  while  fully  recognizing  his  limitations,  and 
Mr.  Conkling,  I  think,  never  again  made  the  mistake  of  even 
pretending  to  leave  Mr.  Blaine  out  of  the  account.  "  Mr.  Conk- 
ling and  I  have  usually  cooperated  in  political  struggles,  and  I 
have  never  withheld  my  frank  expression  of  admiration  for  his 
great  abilities, "  wrote  Mr.  Blaine  to  one  of  the  great  army  of 
peace-makers.  "  You  can  talk  with  Conkling  and  I  can't,"  said 
Senator  Blaine  to  a  brother  Senator  when  a  pet  measure  of  Conk- 
ling's  was  at  stake.  '^I  have  seen  L.,  and  I  think  he  is  on 
the  borders.  ...  Go  and  tell  Conkling  if  he  will  talk  with 
L.,  I  believe  he  can  bring  him  in."  And  it  was  observed 
that  Mr.  Conkling  speeded  to  Mr.  L.  like  an  arrow  from  a  bow. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  some  of  Mr.  Blaine's  many  minorities, 
Mr.  Conkling  did  not  shrink  from  ranging  himself  alongside.  "  If 
any  gentleman  on  this  floor  has  made  himself  singular,"  was 
the  euphuism  by  which  Mr.  Conkling  indicated  that  it  was  Mr. 
Blaine's  forlorn  hope  which  he  was  following.  In  presidential 
nomination  campaigns,  as  often  in  other  causes,  Mr.  Conkling 
opposed  Mr.  Blaine,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  attribute  Mr. 
Blaine's  defeats  to  Mr.  Conkling,  any  more  than  to  Mr.  Sher- 
man or  to  Mr.  Windom,  or  to  others  with  whom  Mr.  Blaine 
never  had  a  personal  conflict,  but  who  were  working  each  for 
his  own  man  with  as  undoubted  honesty  and  zeal  as  if  that  man 
had  not  been  himself.  Mr.  Blaine  never  nursed  the  old  dis- 
pute, never  seemed  to  hold  it  in  mind,  never  used  it  as  a  base 
of  operations,  never  gathered  or  disseminated  from  it  any  poi- 
sonous fruitage,  never  looked  upon  it  as  other  than  an  incident 
of  the  past,  right  in  its  origin  and  motive,  improvable  perhaps 
in  its  manner,  to  be  left  for  what,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
it  was  worth. 

The  metropolitan  press  seems,  like  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  have  joined  in  the  laugh,  but  to  have  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  member  from  New  York.  A  leading  and  powerful 
newspaper,  the  New  York  Tribune,  marvelled  that  a  bureau 
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clerk  should  impudently  cause  bucIi  it  letter  to  be  read  to  the 
1  [ouae.  It  declared  each  and  all  the  ohargeit  against  Mr.  CoiUe- 
ling  to  be  proved  false  and  frivolous  and  fooluih,  while  only  the 
ntjvelty  of  the  attack  redeemed  General  Fry  and  its  lamented 
supporter  from  Maine  from  general  contempt.  It  was  the 
Provost  Mai-shal-General's  bureau  that  was  about  to  be  put  on 
trial,  and  the  prediotiou  was  that  Kosooe  Onnkling  would  con- 
vict it  of  the  grossest  crimes  or  compel  it  to  prove  innocence 
by  confessing  to  the  most  finished,  incalculable,  and  oumplete 
stupidity. 

When  "  The  Historic  Congress  "  was  delineated  in  that  jour- 
nal, Mr.  Coiikling  apiwared  in  minute  and  aveuratu  detail, 
"brimful  of  blood  and  action,  forceful  and  commanding,  with 
the  height  of  Mai's,  crowned  with  the  forehead  and  locks  of 
Hyperion,  eyes  larg«  and  black,"  —  though  in  the  search-light 
uf  the  iiewspajiera  they  often  flashed  blue,  —  "auburn  bair,  and 
board  peaked  us  his  nose,  set  above  shoulders  that  become  a 
groat  captain !  "  but  near  the  end  of  four  and  one-half  columns, 
the  member  from  Maine  comes  perfunctorily  in  only  as  "an 
editor  from  Maine,  and  the  ally  of  Mr.  Fry  in  the  pending  in- 
vestigation." 

One  journal  did  not  consider  liim  of  Kufficient  importance  to 
be  named,  and  brought  him  forward  indiscriminately  as  Mr. 
Blane  and  Mr.  Blain. 

Five  yi-ars  flew  by  and  another  day  had  dawned.  On  the  same 
pages  "Conkling  rose  with  his  slow  undulations  like  nothing 
so  much  as  a  yellow  viper  coupled  with  the  accompanying 
venom,"  and  l)y  that  time  the  "crimes,"  and  the  "stupidity" 
were  alike  merged  in  "the  annoyance  which  we  ail  suffered 
under  General  Fry's  legal  tyranny,"  but  that  "  he  did  his  duty 
faithfully,  industriously,  and  honestly  is  too  well  vouched  for 
by  his  superioi>!,  among  them  the  lamented  Stanton,"  to  be 
doubted ;  while  Mr.  Conkling'.s  "  overbearing  manner  has  made 
him  the  most  unpopular  man  in  the  Senate,  and  he  carries  it  in 
dt'hate  to  an  extreme  almost  beyond  belief.  Though  his  rasjj- 
ing  tones  are  disagi-eenble  at  all  times,  they  are  specially  and 
""        ""  i-l..' 
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nearly  as  he  can  without  being  called  to  order.  .  .  .  Not 
being  called  to  order,  he  went  on  to  make  that  unfortunate 
observation  about  *  courage  '  and  *  strutting '  which  brought 
upon  him  the  severest  rap  he  has  received  in  six  years.  When 
Mr.  Schurz  begged  pardon  if  he  had  done  anything  like  strut- 
ting, *  because  he  did  not  want  to  interfere  with  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  his  friend  from  New  York,'  the  application  was  so 
perfect  that  the  galleries  roared  with  laughter,  and  some  of  the 
Senators  were  convulsed  with  delight.  For  the  strut  of  Mr. 
Conkling  is  one  of  the  sights  of  the  Capitol. 

"  Six  years  ago,  Roscoe  Conkling  and  'James  G.  Blaine  had  a 
famous  tilt  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  debate  was 
then  upon  ...  a  piece  of  sharp  practice  which  Mr.  Conk- 
ling justified,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  upon  the  plea  that,  though 
he  took  the  appointment  and  the  pay,  he  did  not  receive  a 
formally  engrossed  commission.  In  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion Mr.  Conkling  was  guilty  of  an  airy  exhibition  towards 
Mr.  Blaine,  and  the  member  from  Maine  retaliated  with  a  piece 
of  denunciation  so  cruelly  descriptive  that  it  will  long  hold  a 
place  in  our  political  literature." 

Only  the  Creator,  never  the  created,  is  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  forever. 
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X. 

VACATION    IN    KUliOPE   AND   WORK  AT  HOME. 

IN  May,  1867,  Mr.  Blaine  took  k  flhort  vacation  vuyago  to 
Europe,  and  oftun'boaMtefl  that  he  had  uuUtripi>ed  Xapoleou, 
having  ill  three  months  cunqiiered  three  hinguage!i  iind  ovemin 
five  kingdoms!  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  wiw  his  trsvitlling 
companion,  and  though  twi>nty  ye&n  hm  ^tenior,  tliey  Railed  into 
New  York  harbor  on  their  rtsturn,  agreeing  that  If  the  journey 
were  to  be  taken  again,  uach  eonld  chooao  no  better  coinpauion- 
ship. 

"He  was  a  delightful  traveller,"  says  Mr.  Morrill,  "mar^ 
vellous.  We  fell  in  with  many  English  gentleoieii,  and  he 
seemed  to  know  more  about  thetr  country  tlion  they  did  them- 
selves.  He  w^s  thornughty  familiar  with  the  history  and  the 
associations  of  every  battle-ground  we  visited,  of  every  spot 
connected  with  great  events.  His  observation  was  remarkably 
quick  and  wide,  and  we  swept  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  value 
into  a  short  time," 

He  landed  at  Queenstown  on  the  last  day  of  May,  and  never 
dreamed  of  anything  in  vegetation  so  splendid  as  the  ffreen  of 
Ireland,  but  noted  Spike  Island,  on  the  outer  side  of  the  harbor, 
3.  penal  institution  strongly  walled  in  and  "just  now  filled  with 
condemned  Fenians,  wiiiting  for  transportation  to  Botany  Bay." 
He  rode  on  the  engine  to  Cork,  for  a  better  view  of  the  mag- 
nificeiit  country.  "  Tin;  only  fault,  the  double  fault  rather,  is 
the  absence  of  trees  and  the  absence  of  houses.  The  inhabi- 
tants are  all  rooted  out  by  the  large  proprietors.  I  had  no  idea 
uf  the  beaiitv  of  Ireland,  imr  of  the  fearful  effects  of  abgetUeeitm, 
L.ri.l   lln'  goi'ii-nil  dlsusti-i  1,1  111,-   i,;Ltiv,-   ri,.-  caiiso,!  by  the  Eng- 
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One  Sunday  in  Dublin  the  travellers  decide(3  '*  to  go  to  church 
on  a  large  scale;  so  we  took  a  carriage,  and  between  10.30 
and  1.30  we  attended  four  Catholic  and  three  Episcopal 
churches.  .  .  .  We  heard  a  very  good  sermon  at  the  last 
one,  where  we  wound  up  our  ecclesiastical  perambulations.  At 
St.  Patrick's,  the  great  Episcopal  cathedral,  the  highest  of  High 
Churchdom,  there  were  by  actual  count  more  persons  engaged 
at  the  altar  and  in  the  choir  than  were  to  be  found  in  the  pews. 
The  audience  did  not  number  over  fifty,  including  Morrill  and 
myself,  and  such  an  array  of  rectors  and  vicars  and  deans  and 
canons  and  prebendaries  and  deacons  and  sub-deacons  you 
never  saw  and  never  will  in  America.  Tlie  cathedral  would 
probably  seat  at  least  tliree  thousand,  and  it  only  lacked  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  of  being  full;  and  the  church 
is  maintained  by  tithes  on  the  property  of  all  denominations. 
What  a  cruel  farce  I  The  music  in  all,  both  Catholic  and  Epis- 
copal, is  very  fine."  At  the  great  cemetery  he  noted  O'Con- 
nell's  monument  and  the  memorial  stone  of  an  Irish  soldier  who 
fell  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  "  in  defence  of  the  *  Great 
Republic,'  as  the  inscription  said."  From  Kingston  they  em- 
barked for  Holyhead  on  the  Isle  of  Anglesey  opposite,  and 
made  the  trip  in  three  and  three-quarters  hours.  "I  never 
saw  anything  so  long  and  sharp  as  the  steamers  are.  We  shot 
out  into  the  English  channel  like  an  arrow,  passed  a  lightship 
seven  miles  out  from  the  pier  in  precisely  twenty  minutes  by 
Mr.  Morrill's  watch.  Fare  on  steamer  very  high,  12  shillings, 
♦3  gold,  for  sixty-six  miles." 

In  Menai  Bridge  he  was  disappointed  and  gave  it  only  the 
honors  of  a  pioneer.  But  with  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  he 
was  greatly  impressed.  At  Chester  he  measured  the  Roman 
wall  in  his  usual  way  by  pacing  it.  At  Eton  his  comment  on 
the  park,  architecture,  and  greenhouses,  which  alone  covered 
fifty-two  acres,  was  entliusiastic,  but  of  a  distinctly  Maine 
flavor.  From  Wolverhampton  fourteen  miles  to  Birmingham, 
through  the  Black  Country,  —  "  one  continuous  Pittsburg. 
Mr.  Morrill,  who  is  so  familiar  with  statistics  of  trade  and 
manufactures,  confessed  himself  utterly  amazed  at  the  magni- 
tude and  extent  of  the  display  we  witnessed."  Giving  two 
hours  to  Birmingham,  they  went  to  Warwick,  thence  a  drive 
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four  milns  out  tii  Keailwurth,  Lbea  uiutb«r  ilrive  with  InA 
homes  U>  Strntford-on-AvoD,  mhI  nt  4.80.  trsin  to  Oxford,  itfut 
luni^h  driviug  out  U>  BlenhRim.  Thity  *lept  nt  Oxfnnl.  Tuitaj 
all  tli«  mlluges,  g»Te  nver  on  btmr  tti  tbe  Btuilrian  Ubnij. 
and  rcsRliod  London  mt  3.20  P.M.  ■*  It  is  only  tii»  Ann  »tnc» 
we  lundfld  hL  Quceii4town.  .  .  .  An  altentive  atwlj  of  lit 
lniin»  and  the  DOUble  WtalitiKK  that  ue  aooemible  on  the  roate 
hu  cnablod  us  to  do  more  in  these  fire  days  Uuui  hforists  ofin 
uccuinpliAh  iti  two  or  tliree  weeiEs.  We  find  a  great  number  o( 
iJione  who  tiame  over  on  the  **  China "  with  us  here  at  tbe 
Limgham,  mid  all  they  have  done  is  aimply  to  trnvet  fn« 
Liveqiool,  iito[i{>ing  nowhere  and  seeing  nothing.  We  have 
jneen  rural  t^ngland.  ridden  on  itn  fine  rtwda,  lalked  with  its 
jieople.  spou  ita  splendid  country  iteatE. 

"Take  the  finest  tiniitUed  and  ornamented  lawn  in  BrooUitic 
Koxbury.  or  any  of  tlioee  beautiful  towns  around  Hosuhi,  and 
you  see  thoro  only  what  you  see  in  all  directiona  in  England, 
only  what  I  have  seen  for  ev«ry  mik-  of  the  four  hundred  mik» 
that  I  have  travelled  by  rail  or  carriage  on  English  soil.  It  ia 
just  as  RiUph  Waldo  Emunwn  says  of  it  in  his  English  liotea, 
'  England  is  finished  with  a  jienoit,  America  with  a  plough.' 

"■rr;ivi'lliii>;  liere  is  cxiiensive.  .  .  ,  My  English  exjieri- 
.■iirii  lliii^  fur  1ms  r.wl  nn-  Iwrntynjuc  .lollars  a.'lay  in  our  money. 
I  fiiiil  |.n:viiiiisly  wriltcti  Mr.  Morse,  our  consul,  from  Oxford, 
thiit  lif  w.nilil  proi-ttru  lis  ailiiilssion  to  the  House  of  Parliament 
iiiid  liiiv.s  (h(!  ni;i;is.sury  papers  at  the  Langham.  We  found  his 
iiiilc!  i;onl;iiiiiiij,'  a  cai'd  of  introduction  to  Mr.  W.  E.  Foster, 
and  fliiwii  we  went  al.init .'»  P.M.,  when  we  found  to  our  dismay 
llial.  lie  was  jiot  in  liis  seal.  ...  I  was  not,  however,  to  be 
sii  easily  pill  o IT.  and  renicmbering  the  almighty  power  of  the 
sliilliitf^  iii  Knglaiiil,  1  made  uj)  to  one  of  the  guards,  door 
keepers,  explained  our  dilemma,  slipped  a  half-crown  into  his 
liimd,  and  away  lie  Hew  and  reapjieared  in  a  few  minutes  with 
Lord  Henry  Ciivcndish'.s  order  for  our  admission  ;  .  .  .  and 
for  several  lunii-s  we  enjoyed  the  sight  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons.  I  was  intensely  interested  in  everything  that  was 
said  and  done.     .     .     . 
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his  Secretary  of  Legation  to  our  hotel  at  3.30  to  escort  us  to 
Parliament  House  and  procure  our  admission  to  the  floor.  So 
at  the  hour  Mr.  Moran  very  promptly  appeared,  and  off  we 
drove.  .  .  .  Mr.  Foster  was  in  his  seat,  and,  hearing  about 
us  from  Mr.  Morse,  he  did  not  wait  to  be  introduced,  but  came 
right  over,  and  soon  after  brought  John  Stuart  Mill,  and  then 
Lord  Amberley  and  many  other  of  the  Liberal  members. 

"  After  about  half  an  hour  Mr.  Foster,  having  left  us  for  a  few 
minutes,  returned  with  the  compliments  of  the  Right  Honorable 
John  Evelyn  Dennison,  Speaker  of  the  House,  inviting  us  to 
take  seats  on  the  Peers'  Bench,  —  a  most  eligible  location,  — 
and  sending  us  word  that  during  our  stay  in  London  he  would 
be  happy  to  have  us  occupy  that  seat  whenever  it  might  suit 
our  pleasure.  Mr.  Morrill  and  myself  felt  quite  overwhelmed 
with  the  attention,  but  a  member  of  iht  American  Congress  is 
a  bigger  animal  in  England  than  he  ever  was  before.  Our  war 
has  infused  a  tremendous  respect  for  us  into  the  minds  of 
Englishmen. 

"  After  staying  for  several  hours  we  repaired  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  here  again  we  had  seats  on  the  floor,  at  'the  foot  of 
the  throne.'  We  had  an  admirable  chance  of  seeing  all  the 
notables  in  both  Houses,  Derby,  Disraeli,  Russell,  Stanley,  etc. ; 
we  did  not  see  Bright  or  Gladstone,  as  they  are  both  out  of 
town.  I  never  cared  [for]  a  sight  so  much  as  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  I  have  now  seen  it  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. .  .  .  But  withal  it  is  a  body  of  notable  men 
worth  a  trip  across  the  Atlantic  to  see.  .  .  .  Mr.  Morrill  is 
a  capital  travelling  companion  in  every  sense  —  even-tempered 
and  with  wide-awake  interest  and  attention." 

From  London  to  Brussels,  through  Antwerp,  Malines,  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  to  Cologne  ;  but  he  could  not  call  Belgium  prosper- 
ous, because  while  some  were  accumulating  enormous  wealth  the 
laboring  classes  seemed  deprived  of  their  fair  share  of  the  profit. 
The  "stolid,  stupefied,  resigned,  and  saddened  look  so  un- 
affectedly assumed  would  touch  the  heart  of  stone  —  far  worse 
than  any  I  saw  in  England  or  Ireland,"  and  he  could  "  imagine 
no  country  better  adapted  for  the  marshalling  and  manoeuvring 
of  troops  than  Brussels." 

Everywhere  the  works  of  art  and  of  architecture  receive  his 
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word  of  criticism,  of  enthuHianm  or  of  iiiiliff(!r(.-iioe,  sotnetimes  of 
ilisappoititmciii.  Of  thu  most  lieautiful  face  he  ever  saw:  "Icould 
iiHvi;  choked  tlie  valet  when  hi'  told  um  that  tbe  Autvrerp  triL- 
dition  was  that  UiilMjnBpaiiitiMl  it  from  \\iv  face  of  his  mistress." 
FVom  hifi  n-indow  hu  hean*  "'in  thft  soft  niouiilight  the  ceaseless 
•fafihle.  aiul  ffibftfrUh  of  the  German  crowds  iti  the  street.  i*ru8- 
Hiftii  soldiers  are  plenty,  the  fellows  who  fought  at  Sadona.  ' 
They  look  Kinall  and  mean,  and  liefore  an  army  of  Amerioans  j 
would.  I  think,  be  a  (mubII  obstacle  :  "  but  "  Prussian  power  and 
prestige  arr  everywhere  viitihli^  afl«r  yim  loavo  Cologne.  Iti< 
really  a  nation  of  tremendous  energy*  and  enlightenment."  With 
carriage,  horses,  <iriver,  and  guide  they  made  a  thorough  tn8|)cc- 
tion  of  the  field  of  Waterloo. 

From  Colognu  they  took  steamer  lo  May<inc«  —  so  charmed 
with  the  sconcrj-  that  lio  oould  not  leave  the  deck,  having  lunch 
brought  np  to  him  instead  of  going  down  to  the  saJoon.  Dis- 
appointed at  not  finding  Glihu  Washburn  at  Hombui^,  they 
went  on  to  Hitgatz.  Switzerland,  where  he  was  taking  the  fn- 
mous  hot  bnthH  of  mineral  water,  but  stoppod  all  along  tlie  wav: 
two  hnum  at  Frankfurt,  and  a  diive  to  Hanau  in  Hesse  Cassol, 
then  a  night  and  a  morning  nt  Hoidelbni^.  an  afitTiiiHui  nt 
Badon  Baden,  presenting  tlieniselves  dutifully  at  Strasbourg 
(.'athedral  at  lii  M.  to  see  tlie  apostles  come  out,  a  night  and  a 
morning  at  ZuHcli.  and  meeting  at  tins  Ilof  Ilagatz  not  only  Mr. 
Washburn,  but  a  dozen  unexpected  American  friends.  Thence 
they  toiik  carriitges  through  the  wild  .\lpine  scenery  to  the  Swiss 
village  Tusis  in  tlic  canton  of  Grison,  where  they  ate  mountain 
trout  anil  played  •■  ■  <  )ld  1 1  iindred  '  and  '  John  Brown  '  on  a  fine 
piano  in  the  Ilntol  Via  Miila"  till  eleven  o'clock  at  night, and 
at  half-past  seven  the  next  morning  began  the  aseent  of  the  real 
Alps  by  the  Sphigcii  I'iiss.  When  they  had  passed  the  last  bridge 
of  the  Via  Mala  they  called  a  halt  and  celebrated  a  feast  of  the 
meeting  and  ]>arttng  "  with  as  cordial  a  feeling  of  fellowship  as 
ever  animated  the  hearts  of  seven  Americans.  .  .  .  We 
parted  with  songs  and  t-heei-s,  waving  of  hats  and  handker- 
chiefs, the  cordial  grasp  of  hands,  and  witii  more  than  one  pair 
of  eyes  moistened  by  the  grateful  pleasure  of  the  romantic  meet- 
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up  the  precipitous  sides  of  the  mountain  just  after  the  fashion  of 
the  pictures  of  the  Tower  of  Babel  in  the  old  Bibles.  .  .  .  We 
have  a  splendid  carriage  all  to  oui-selves,  three  horses,  and  i)ay 
for  it  one  hundred  and  forty  francs  from  yesterday  P.M.  to 
bo-morrow  at  eleven,  when  we  reach  the  head  of  Lake  Como." 
They  sailed  across  the  lake  to  the  city  of  Como,  thence  to 
Milan  one  night,  with  a  glimpse  of  city  and  cathedral,  then  on 
to  Florence,  and  found  in  the  wonderful  railroad  engineering 
proof  of  "  a  new  birth  for  Italy,  hope  of  a  great  future  and  even 
increased  glory  for  the  Latin  ratje.y 

At  Florence,  he  had  "  considered  the  crossing  of  the  Alleghe- 
nies  Central  as  a  wonderful  triumph  of  human  skill  and  enter- 
prise, but  it  is  absolutely  lame  and  inconsiderable  compared  with 
what  has  been  achieved  in  the  Apennines." 

Two  days  to  Florence  and  its  fascinations.  ''As  we  drove 
home  we  passed  the  elegant  palace  in  which  Blgelow  Lawrence 
resides  —  not  the  finest  by  any  means  in  Florence ;  but  it  is 
very  elegant,  and  the  grounds  are  by  far  the  grandest  in  the 
city,  except  those  of  the  king.  They  are  in  the  city,  sixteen 
acres  in  extent,  and  these,  with  the  splendid  house,  he  has  on  a 
lease  of  six  thousand  francs  (twelve  hundred  dollars)  a  year. 

Then  eleven  hours  in  a  gondola  at  Venice,  to  Milan  through 
the  famous  quadrilateral  of  the  Italian  war  of  1859,  over  the 
Simplon  Pass,  "  doing  Geneva  very  thoroughly." 

By  July  5  he  was  "  living  in  clover "  at  the  Hotel  de  Hol- 
lande  on  the  Rue  de  la  Paix  —  just  as  it  turns  out  of  the  Place 
Vendome ;  Elihu  Washburn  was  there  and  Governor  Curtin, 
and  he  was  constantly  accosted  by  Augusta  people  and  Maine 
people  and  Americans,  for  it  was  the  Exposition  year.  As  he 
stood  just  where  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries  opens  into  the 
Place  de  la  Concorde  he  had  a  good  look  at  the  Emperor  Louis 
Napoleon  and  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  which  was  all  he  wanted. 
The  travellers'  only  trouble  was  in  regard  to  Congress.  ''It 
seems  to  be  the  very  general  impression  that  if  we  should  start 
to-day  we  should  not  reach  Washington  before  the  adjournment. 
All  our  advices  are  to  that  effect,  and  yet  I  dislike  very  much 
not  to  Biart  and  try  to  reach  there.     .     .     . 

"  At  the  Theatre  L'Imperatrice  last  night  I  saw  John  Breck- 
enridge  and  his  wife.     They  sat  but  a  very  few  boxes  from  us. 
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niul  were  very  intently  gazing  on  our  party  the  wliole  evening. 
They  look  sad,  downciwt,  antl  dispirited.  He  is  in  FariK  without 
mourff.     What  Hituatidii  rould  )>e  more  deplorable  !  J 

"  I  hml  a  very  fine  day  in  the  Coriw  Legiitlatif.  Heard  Berier  I 
B|)eak,  aUo  Rouher,  the  great  minister.  Saw  Jules  Favre,  Thiers,  | 
and  all  the  magnate*.  The  Assembly  is  very  impressive,  and  I 
think  uoiitaitiM  iav  more  talent  than  the  British  House  of 
Commons.  The  speakers  displayed  marvellous  readiueee  and 
eloquence.  They  were  discussing  the  Mexican  qiiestioiL,  which 
18  now  exciting  Kmnce  profoundly.  The  death  of  Maximilian 
ill  a  terrible  hlow  U>  NajHileon.  Ir  kIihws  his  ip/allihifity  too 
palpably.  The  sunKMlioii  ureat<^<l  ir*  iinni(riiM)  and  inti^nev.  One 
cKii  ttee  ihu  exiiilement  altout  ii  »n  all  haiuhi.  .  .  .  The 
dismay  at  the  Tuilerios  is  daid  to  bu  gruut.  .  .  .  Neverthe- 
less. I  fully  believe  the  power  of  the  Knijieror  U)  be  iirmly  fixed 
for  his  lifetime.  His  improvements  in  Paris,  which  are  truly 
vast,  and  visible  on  every  hand,  give  him  thi^i  city,  and  with  that 
and  the  army  he  can  hold  Franoe.  I  saw  him  again  yesterday. 
He  hears  himself  stoiually  and  splendidly." 

The  Representative  conscience  continued  to  flaltor  them  thit  ' 
Cungretw  Wfinld  adjourn  in  a  vei-y  few  days.  "  I  am  very  glad  th»t  ^ 
I  did  not  iitleni]il  to  get  luimf  fur  the  session.  Had  I  been  in 
London  when  .lolm  Sherman  saileil  I  would  doubtless  have 
jjone  with  him,  but,  luckily  or  unluckily,  I  was  that  very  tlay  on 
the  lop  of  the  Alps,  and  by  the  utmost  exertion  it  would  have 
been  im])osslble  fur  me  to  reach  Wiishington  before  this  time, 
or  say  .Inly  20,  and  that,  I  appreheiul,  would  have  been  just  in 
season  to  see  Congress  adjourn.  At  least,  such  were  the  rea- 
sonings of  Mr.  Alorrill  and  myself,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  we 
acted  wisely.  We  have,  at  all  eventj*,  done  the  best  we  could 
with  the  light  before  us,  and  that  is  all  that  human  natui-e  is 
exi>ected  tu  du." 

From  Paris  Mr.  HIaine  and  Mr.  Washburn  went  again  to 
Homburg  for  a  fortnight,  while  Mr.  Morrill  went  on  to  Eng- 
liiiid.  With  all  the  distractions  of  Ilombui^  he  remembered 
liis  desire  to  seunrc  "(ieorge  Field,  if  we  can,  for  the  Augusta 
■  iin/h.     I  ii.'vcv  s.iw  111,,  (lay  when  I  did  not  prefer  liiiu 
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Grarfieldi^  next  day,  and  went  down  to  see  Mr.  Washburn  on 
the  way  from  Bremen  to  America. 

Two  years  afterwards  Mr.  Washburn  returned  to  Europe  as 
American  Minister  to  France,  an  appointment  that  elicited  much 
ridicule  from  a  class  of  reformers,  for  its  unfitness.  Mr.  Wash- 
bum  very  soon  distinguished  himself  throughout  Europe  by  his 
eminent  fitness,  staying  at  his  post  when  all  other  ministers  fled, 
and  shielding  under  our  flag,  fi»om  the  i^erils  of  the  Franco-Prus- 
sian war  and  the  greater  perils  of  the  commune,  not  only  the 
property  and  the  lives  of  his  own  countrymen,  but  of  the  still 
more  endangered  Germans.  In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
April  17,  1894,  Mr.  Hitt,  of  Illinois,  than  whom  no  one  is  better 
entitled  to  speak  of  American  diplomacy,  said  of  Mr.  Wash- 
bum,  "When  the  first  peal  of  that  awful  cannonade  burst 
upon  Paris,  all  the  other  diplomats,  ever}-  one  of  the  lords,  and 
counts,  and  marquises  hun*ied  away :  Washburn  stayed — stayed 
through  it  all.  The  stai-s  and  garters  all  disappeared,  but  the 
stars  and  stripes  stood  fast.  His  house  was  pierced  with  shot. 
The  bomb-shells  fell  all  about  the  Legation,  but  he  never 
failed  one  day  nor  one  hour  from  his  post.  He  had  the  respect 
and  the  confidence  of  both  the  French  and  German  governments 
when  they  trusted  no  one  else.  For  weeks  he  was  the  only 
means  of  communication  between  the  contending  forces,  a  pure 
politician  turned  diplomat,  a  dignified,  courageous,  discreet 
American  minister." 

But  before  the  stress  of  war  came  on,  while  Mr.  Washburn 
had  hardly  yet  occupied  his  new  position,  he  recalled  tlie  old 
visit  of  two  years  befoi^e  with  a  touch  of  homesickness : 

"The  good  old  lady,  three  hundred  avoirdupois,  the  well- 
beloved  daughter,  the  polite  *  cabtain,'  and,  last,  little  '  Bet- 
chen.'  .  .  .  The  walk  and  the  waters  in  the  early  morning, 
the  same  simple  breakfast  brought  to  the  room,  and  the  dinner 
at  the  Kursaal.  I  often  sat  at  the  same  table  where  we  took  so 
many  meals,  and  never  without  thinking  of  you.  Homburg  was 
for  all  the  world  the  same.  The  same  sort  of  a  crowd,  the 
same  eternal  jingle  of  the  money,  the  same  imperturbable 
*  croupiers,'  and  many  of  the  self-same  persons  that  we  saw 
every  day  were  there.  Though  the  irrevocable  edict  has  gone 
forth  that  the  gambling  must  cease  in  1872,  the  effort  to  make 
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evfirythiiig  attmotive  an  poaxihle  has  not  abat«d.  There  is  the 
miuic,  till-  theati-c,  the  Wll.  the  illiimiiiittious.  and  the  demi- 
monde, the  Ifttter  more  gorpiouw  than  wver.  A  Btill  larger  crowd 
of  Americans  were  there  than  two  years  ago,  but  I  missed  the 
pleasant  people  we  had  there,  the  Whitmans,  the  Fields,  the 
Kings,  the  Van  Bergers.  the  Holmeaes.  and  others.  .  .  . 
The  regret  at  the  removal  nf  Murjihy  is  very  great,  among  the 
Americans  and  Germans  equally.  Never  were  people  more 
beloved  than  both  ho  iind  hia  wife,  and  particnlarly  by  the 
Frankfort  jwople,  who,  in  view  of  their  departure,  have  pre- 
sented thom  touching  souvenirB,  Webster,  his  Buceeaaor,  Ben 
Butler's  broth«r-in-Uw,  han  licen  a  long  time  at  Honiburg 
waiting  for  his  oommission  to  come,  and  now  Kreisman  writes 
me  that  Bancn>ft  tolls  him  that  it  is  detained  with  two  or  three 
others,  purposely,  at  the  State  Oepartmeiit.  This  leads  me  to 
say  that  there  have  been  many  curious  changes  made  in  the 
consuls  abroad.  .  .  .  Further  about  Hoinburg  people.  The 
good  madam  was  jolly  as  ever,  with  the  bright,  charming  little 
girbi.  In  Paris,  for  seven  weeks,  I  was  still  unwell.  The 
weather  wtis  the  most  wretched  I  ever  knew,  and  on  the  whole 
1  was  not  jolly-  My  reception  wa-s  very  cordial  and  all  that  I 
could  desire.  My  intercourse  with  the  officials  was  very  pleas- 
ant. Rouher  was  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  when 
I  arrived,  and  he  was  particularly  cordial.  He  is  a  great  man, 
but  now  the  woret^hated  man  in  France,  His  ability  and  elo- 
quence arc  conceded,  but  he  is  considered  as  utterly  without 
principle.  De  Valette,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  whom 
I  saw  often,  was  a  most  agreeable  and  charming  gentleman,  and 
1  am  sorry  the  new  deal  has  thrown  him  out.  Burlingarae 
writes  me  that  the  new  Minister  is  a  good  fellow.  I  liked 
Mai-shal  Neil  (now  very  ill")  and  Durny,  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  very  much.  There  are  'high  old  times'  now  in 
political  circles  in  Paris,  and  the  coming  winter  bids  fair  to  be 
a  very  interesting  one.  .  .  ,  I  think  I  shall  like  my  position 
very  well.  The  official  duties  will  not  worry  me.  The  social 
duties  are  the  most  burdensome.  .  .  ,  I  shall  not  be  lone- 
some   !is  I  w;v«  at   HuffM-/.  wlicn   T  saw  ynu  ;io<l   ,riisliii    Morrill 
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from  Lord  Derby,  oae  of  the  most  elegant,  graceful,  and  eloquent 
men  I  ever  listened  to.  I  heard  also  moderate  speeches  from 
Lord  John  Russell  and  from  Earl  Stanhope." 

The  travellers  took  a  week  in  Scotland  exploring  the  Tros- 
sachs,  one  at  least  with  the  memory  of  his  well-beloved  Walter 
Scott  for  a  guide. 

"  Yesterday  before  starting  for  Ayr,  I  thought  I  would  look 
up  Mrs.  B. ;  but  alas !  the  directory  spoke  of  more  than  thirty 
John  B.'s,  and  at  least  a  dozen  of  the  same  business  that  I 
knew  John  B.  pursued.  But  I  looked  them  all  over  carefully 
and  found  one  whose  residence  was  at  5  Royal  crescent.  I  said, 
*'  That  is  highly  genteel,  and  that  must  be  the  one.'  So  at  9 
o'clock  I  took  a  cab  and  posted  away  off  a  mile  and  a  half,  and 
stopped  in  front  of  an  elegant  house  in  the  most  aristocratic 
section  of  the  city.  A  tidy  Scotcli  serving-maid  answered  the 
bell.  *  Does  Mr.  Black  live  here  ?  '  '  Yeas,  but  he  bes  gone 
down  to  his  business.'  '  Well,  is  Mrs.  Black  in  ? '  rejoined  I, 
adding  that  I  was  not  sure  I  was  at  the  right  house.  '  I  trow 
you  are,'  said  she,  *  for  Mrs.  Black  is  an  American  ! '  " 

August  24  they  sailed  for  America  in  the  "  Pei-sia,"  and 
Mr.  Blaine  reached  Maine  in  season  to  vote  at  the  Sei)t ember 
election. 

On  the  day  of  his  departure  from  home  he  had  written  to  his 
mother : 

**I  sail  for  Europe  to-day  on  tlie  Cunaid  steamer  "  C-hina,'  a 
fine  boat,  and  you  must  not  feel  uneasy  aln^ut  me.*' 

He  had  hardly  returned  before  he  was  asking  lier,  "  What 
are  your  desires  as  to  the  winter?  I  mean  for  yourself  and 
Maggie.  It  is  my  wish  that  you  select  just  the  place  you  may 
desire  to  pass  the  winter.  It  is  not  forme  to  suggest  where  you 
had  better  go  —  you  and  Maggie  can  judge  far  l>etter  in  regard  to 
that  point  than  I  can  ;  and  as  it  more  immediately  and  directly 
concerns  you,  I  desire  you  to  settle  it  for  yourself." 

Mr.  Blaine  derived  health  and  pleasure  from  his  foreign  jour- 
ney, but  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  he  needed  it.  Amusement 
he  always  found  in  his  work.  Intellectual  occupation  was  his 
panacea.  A  definite  purpose  gave  him  bounding  health.  ''  Cam- 
paigning "  was  to  him  a  recreation,  not  an  exhaustion.  His 
neighbors  say  that  he  did  more  service  on  the  stump  than  any 
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other  nrnn  in  Maine.  With  ii  htirae  aiiri  bugKy.  i«iiiietiiiie»  with 
two  horses,  and  generally  arcomjiivnietl  hy  etome  member  of  his 
family,  he  dmve  over  the  hills,  throiigh  the  woocU,  nlong  the 
shoreH,  of  the  picturesque  Stut«. 

To  stop  in  some  pleasant  village,  or  tiy  some  pleiuiaat  pond,  ami 
talk  under  the  trees  for  an  hnnr  or  two  mi  a  theme  with  whkili 
he  was  entirely  conversant,  and  in  whii'h  lie  van  deeply  inlsr- 
ested,  to  a  great  company  of  friends  nnd  neighbors,  who  liml 
oome  from  far  and  near  to  hear  him,  wlm  Hstenetl  intently  and 
responded  quickly.  — what  v/an  it  all  Imt  a  festivity,  an  fxhila- 
ration,  no  labor;  and  the  hearty  greetings,  the  eympathetic  and 
often  huniornus  advice  aiid  comment,  tht!  quick  mother-wit,  were 
u  stimulus  both  to  heart  and  mind.  He  had  great  respect  for 
his  audiences,  and  never  found  it  necessary  to  talk  down  to  an 
assumed  lower  level,  but  paid  them  the  compliment  of  nddredsiiig 
them  on  his  own  level.  Speaking  in  the  ojien  air  he  oonaidered 
as  good  as  gymnastics,  especially  for  the  cbest  exercise,  and  it 
gave  him  no  sense  of  fatigue,  (icnerally  he  avoided  hotels,  and 
was  greatly  humored  in  such  avoidance  by  the  hospitality  whioli 
opened  all  houses  to  him,  not  only  iw  an  honored  but  as  an 
entertaining  gwest.  His  bearing  was  sn  simple  and  genth-,  hii' 
interest  in  nlJici-s  so  sincere,  hts  talk  so  earnest  and  informing, 
that  men  and  women,  alike  the  cnltured  and  the  unlearned, 
were  eager  to  welcome  liim,  and  by  these  excursions  he  made 
and  kept  himself  acquainted  with  the  jieople,  diffused  hli  own 
spirit  around  liim,  and  felt  himself  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  pop- 
ular ciiri-ents. 

As  his  family  had  grown  in  nmnbera  and  stature  the  old  home 
had  grown  stniitened,  and  lie  bad  bought  a  house  adjoining  the 
State  House,  «o  that  the  State  House  grounds  simply  enlarged 
his  own.  In  a  far  corner,  near  the  river  which  flowed  by  out 
of  sight  beyond  its  high  north  bank,  was  "the  governor's 
grave,"  where  lay  buried  the  young  Governor  Lincoln  who 
died  in  office;  to  this  grave  led  a  path  bordered  by  elms;  all 
through  these  grounds  and  through  the  State  House  woods  and 
Mullikeu"s  farm,  and  iqi  the  Betsy  Howard  hill,  and  by  Canada 
brook  lie  rambled  and  roved  with  his  children  and  neighbore 
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and  brought  young  friends  home  with  them,  and  the  outside 
world  came  in  upon  him  faster  and  thicker,  this  second  house 
had  to  be  enhirged,  and  every  summer  the  home  was  radiant 
and  not  infrequently  rampant  with  life.  The  croquet  mallet 
and  the  tennis  racket  and  the  billiard  cue  kept  the  balls  in 
steady  leap,  and  no  carriage  was  too  fine  and  no  go-cart  too 
shabby  for  climbing  the  far-off  hills  or  winding  along  the  river; 
and  if  there  wjis  a  lull  in  politics  there  was  always  theology 
to  fall  back  ui)on,  in  which  the  youngest  child  showed  interest 
as  soon  as  he  could  articulate  ;  and  the  old  questions  of  litera- 
ture are  new  to  every  generation.  Fresh  visitors  have  been 
startled  in  the  early  morning  b}^  hearing  mysterious  voices  of 
disputation ;  and  inspection  has  revealed  a  boy's  unkempt  head 
stretched  far  out  of  window  arguing  with  other  unkempt  heads 
stretched  out  of  other  windows,  at  various  angles,  all  bear- 
ing down  hard  on  some  insoluble  problem  which  they  had  fallen 
asleep  over  the  night  before.  Frequent  also  were  excursions 
along  the  coasts  taking  on  all  the  traits  of  a  pleasure  party, 
though  generally  with  some  political  or  business  aim  to  give  it 
purpose  and  reason  to  be,  and  usually  some  outside  friends  to 
impart  to  it  the  gi'ateful  touch  of  hospitality.  It  was  a  breezy, 
healthful,  stirring,  satisfying  life,  in  which  work  was  the  under- 
lying earth  and  pleasure  the  ovei-springing  bloom. 

In  work,  in  bringing  knowledge  and  power  to  l)ear  on  some 
beneficent  end,  Mr.  Blaine  was  always  happy ;  and  the  larger 
and  loftier  the  aim,  the  more  buoyantly,  almost  boyishly,  was 
he  happy.  Work  seemed  never  to  exhaust  him.  He  wore  out 
every  one  else,  but  himself  remained  bright  and  elastic.  Me 
had  the  inestimable  gift  of  sleep,  at  convenience,  in  continu- 
ance. For  him  indeed  there  was  no  such  thing  its  work  ;  it  was 
merely  expression. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  he  would  strike  off  from  all 
business  to  drink  the  waters  of  Saratoga,  or  he  would  run  up 
for  a  few  days  with  as  many  of  his  family  as  were  foot-free  to 
Poland  Springs.  In  the  cooler  weather  he  would  go  down  from 
Washington  for  a  week  to  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  of  \'ir- 
ginia,  and  once  he  even  adventured  the  Hot  Springs  of  Arkan- 
sas. His  journeys  to  his  Pennsylvania  proi)erties,  or  on  political 
missions,  always  seemed  like  celebrations,  so  welcome  was  he  to 
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his  old  neigboHiooil  and  lo  liix  old  State.  It  is  pleasant  to 
think  that  the  two  comiimuities  of  hta  birth  and  of  his  adoption 
held  him  in  equal  contidetice,  honor,  and  love,  as  one  alto- 
gether uni(|iie  and  worshipful,  and  that  lie  lost  nothing  even 
of  the  satisfactions  of  the  heart  by  his  northward  migration, 
and  perhaps  added  by  the  transplantation  —  in  accordaiiue  with 
the  law  nf  growing  thin^— ~lo  his  mental  eijuipniRnt  and  hb 
moral  force. 

But  alwayu  he  wi-nt  bAck  to  Congress  with  fresh  energy,  and 
esijeeially  was  he  earnest  and  untiring  in  working  for  the  weak 
against  the  strong,  in  helping  the  .South  to  recover  from  the 
war,  in  extending  all  the  txinelits  of  the  Union,  while  seeing 
that  tlie  principles  of  the  Constitution  reot-ived  no  detriment. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  in  the  great  work  of  recon- 
struction was  the  Hmeiidmenl  of  the  Constitution  regarding  the 
basis  of  suffrage.  Mr.  Blaine,  in  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress, 
made  the  first  ai^ument  against  the  plan  of  basing  representa- 
tion on  voters,  and  presented  and  urged  the  plan  of  basing  it 
upon  population.  Fully  sharing  the  senne  of  justice  which  had 
inspired  the  Hrst  plan,  he  aimed  to  secnre  its  benefitti  without 
incurring  its  evils.  Its  object  was  to  deiirive  ilm  hilely  rehel- 
lious  States  of  the  unfair  advantage  of  a  large  representation 
in  Congress  biised  on  the  colored  population,  while  that  popula. 
tion  was  denied  political  rights.  But  women,  children,  and  other 
non-votei'S  he  maintained  may  have  as  vital  an  interest  in  the 
legislation  of  tlie  country  as  have  voters,  and  if  persons  be 
excluded  from  the  basis  of  repi-esentatJon,  they  should  be  ex- 
cluded also  from  the  basis  of  taxation.  The  ratio  of  voters  to 
population  varies  from  nineteen  to  tifty-eight  per  cent.,  and 
hence  would  come  gross  ineijualities  of  representation.  To  make 
voters  the  l>a.sis  of  representation  "would  cheapen  suffr^e; 
wonld  cause  an  unseemly  scTamble  te  increase  voters,  and  the 
ballot,  which  cannot  be  ton  .sacredly  guarded,  would  be  de- 
morali!:ed  and  disgraced  everywhere." 

His  proposition  was  that  representation  and  direct  taxes 
should  be  apportioned  according  to  the  population,  and  that  the 
jiopulation  should  be  determined  after  excepting  all  to  whom 
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^^ ...  No  statistics  show  any  loss  to  Maine,  and  on  sev- 
eral theories  we  gain  one  member.  My  opposition,  therefore, 
is  not  grounded  on  local  selfishness,  but  upon  the  belief  that 
the  principle  is  a  dangerous  one ;  that  it  is  an  abandonment  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  safest  landmarks  of  the  Constitution,  and 
that  it  is  a  most  perilous  leap  in  the  dark.  It  introduces  a  new 
principle  in  our  government,  whose  evil  tendency  and  results 
no  man  can  measui*e  to-day." 

Apportionment  on  the  bjusis  of  votei'S  wius  abandoned,  and  Mr. 
Blaine's  proposition  was  substiintially  embodied  in  the  Four- 
teenth Amendment  to  the  (/OiLstitution. 

He  was  equally  strenuous  against  any  measure  that  should 
place  the  South  under  milittiry  government  without,  at  the  same 
time,  prescribing  the  methods  by  which  the  people  could  by  their 
own  action,  reestablish  civil  government.  To  this  end  he  offered 
•"*  the  Blaine  amendment,"  making  impartial  suffrage  the  way  of 
escape  from  *^  military'  police  "  —  wliich  also  was  subsequently 
embodied  in  the  reconstruction  laws. 

In  March,  1865,  defending  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  should  strike  out  tlie  clause  that  forbids  the  taxing 
of  exports,  in  a  speech,  which  caused  an  extraordinary  agitation 
throughout  the  country,  he  had  declared  that  in  the  future  of 
our  country  **  the  great  task  and  test  of  statesmanship  will  be 
in  the  administration  of  our  finances,  and  the  wise  distribution 
of  the  burdens  of  taxation.  .  .  .  An  immense  amount  of 
money  will  be  required  to  meet  the  interest  of  our  National 
debt,  to  maintain  our  army  and  navy  —  even  on  a  peace  founda- 
tion, and  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  civil  government. 
The  revenue  for  these  objects  may  be  raised  so  injudiciously  as 
to  cripple  and  embarrass  the  commercial  and  industrial  interests 
of  the  whole  country ;  or  on  the  other  hand,  the  requisite  tax 
may  be  so  equitably  distributed  and  so  skilfully  iissessed  that 
the  burden  will  be  inappreciable  to  the  public.  Whoever,  as 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  accomplish  the  latter  and 
avoid  the  former  result,  must  be  armed  with  a  plenitude  of  power 
in  the  premises.  He  must  have  open  to  him  the  three  great 
avenues  of  taxation  —  the  tariff,  the  excise  system,  and  the 
duties  on  exports ;  and  must  be  empowei'ed  to  use  each  in  its 
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itpprnprinte  pliice  by  CoiigresBinn»l  legislation.  At  present  only 
two  of  these  modes  of  taxHtion  are  available,  ami  the  absence 
of  the  tliiril  takex  from  the  gentral  governinenl  half  the  i-egu- 
Intion  of  trade.  It  ia  for  ('ongress  Ut  say  whether  the  people 
shall  have  an  oppoi-tnnity  to  change  the  organic  law  in  this  im- 
portiuit  respect,  or  whether  with  it  blind  disrpgard  of  the  futuir 
we  shiiU  rush  forwitnl,  reokleiw  nf  the  finaiioiat  disaster  thai 
may  i-enult  from  a  failure  to  do  our  duty  here. 

"  ]  do  not  know  whether  there  is  tho  slightest  hojie  that  this 
auieudmeiit  will  he  adopted,  but  1  believe,  with  llie  old  Cn\f- 
uiiuLerit  of  Scotland,  that  it  is  sometimes  valuable  to  lieai'  testi- 
mony agniuMt  a  wrong  which  we  ait;  unable  to  rexist.  1  think 
the  tax  on  raw  nott^on  is  altogether  the  moctt  extraordinary  thai 
was  ever  laid  by  an  intelligent  gnvernmeiit.  Six  yearn  ago, 
when  the  wur  began,  we  had  a  monopoly  of  this  article  in  thr 
markets  of  the  world.  Th*  etiumo  and  events  of  the  wur 
robheil  ns  of  that  monopoly.  The  system  of  lalior  on  wliifli 
the  cotton  enlture  rested  was  utterly  destroyed  —  destrtiyeit  an 
a  necessity  of  war  aud  for  the  jtenuanent  welfare  of  tlw  nation, 
as  well  as  In  vindicat*^  the  right  of  evert'  mail  to  jientounl 
freedom.  \or  was  this  all-  The  war  in  its  rnvages  consumci! 
the  horses,  the  mules,  and  the  farming  implements  of  the 
South,  laying  waste  tbf  phiiitationK  and  using  up  the  accu- 
mulated wealth  and  llu'  reserved  eapitiil  of  the  South,  Brazil, 
(Vntnil  Anicrii-a,  the  Wi-st  Indies,  ICgypt.  Australia,  and  the 
Kast  Indies  wt-n-  ■rre;illy  stimulated  and  encouraged  to  engage 
in  the  eultivatiun  of  eotton.  and  hence  during  the  five  years  in 
which  the  business  was  ])racticaliy  suspended  in  the  United 
States,  every  other  country  in  the  world,  where  the  climate  and 
soil  are  suitable,  engaged  in  the  effort  with  great  zeal  and 
enterprise, 

"  We  now  desire  tn  regain  our  asoendency.  and  the  first  step 
which  Congress  takes  is  to  impose  a  lieavy  tax  of  $lo  on  each 
and  every  bale  of  rottoii  before  it  can  be  removed  from  the 
planljitimi  wliere  it  is  i-iii.-<ed.  It  seems  to  me  that  absurdity 
caruMil  gii  further  ;  lliat  If  we  had  specially  designed  to  lay  a 
great  obstai'b'  in  the  way  of  our  ever  reviving  the  eott^m  bnsi- 
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this  country  seems  to  be  indissolubly  connected,  and  just  in  the 
degree  that  we  retard  the  cotton  culture  we  retard  the  progress 
and  the  profit  of  negro  labor.  In  urging  the  repeal  of  the  cot- 
ton tax,  therefore,  I  feel  that  I  am  most  effectively  pleading  the 
cause  of  the  emancipated  negroes  of  the  Southern  States. 

"  The  idea  that  we  are  punishing  the  South  by  this  tax  (which 
some  gentlemen  advance)  is  utterly  delusive,  if  it  were  not 
indeed  unworthy.  The  cotton  tax  is  not  an  injury  to  the 
South  merely,  but  to  the  whole  country,  and  (juite  as  gi*eat  an 
injury  to  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interest  as  it  is  to 
the  agricultural.  Resentment  is  always  an  unsafe  basis  for 
legislation.  Let  us  remember  that  a  heavy  export  of  cotton 
mth  cheap  cotton  at  home  is  among  the  most  desirable  objects 
for  the  whole  country  that  can  possibly  be  obtained ;  that  the 
tax  of  $15  per  bale  is  not  merely  an  oppression  and  a  hindrance 
to  cotton-growing  in  the  United  States,  but  that  it  is  a  bounty 
and  a  stimulus  to  cotton-growing  in  Egypt,  in  India,  and 
everywhere  else  that  the  plant  can  be  successfully  cultivated. 

"  We  may,  I  know,  get  several  millions  per  annum  from  the 
tax,  but  every  dollar  derived  from  this  source  is  a  loss  of  $5  in  its 
adverse  effects  on  other  business  interests  of  the  country.  It 
is  a  tax,  in  short,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  we  cannot  afford  to 
collect." 

Refusing  to  take  a  questionable  advantage  even  for  the  Re- 
publican party,  Mr.  Blaine  directed  attention  to  the  fact  that 
**we  have  had  an  able  committee  of  this  House  diligently  at 
work  on  the  question  of  loyalty  or  disloyalty  of  Mr.  B.,  and 
after  seven  or  eight  months'  investigation  the  committee  re- 
ported that  his  record  was  disloyal.  It  took  nine  astute  men, 
with  all  the  powers  of  investigation  that  this  House  could 
clothe  them  with,  to  find  out  that  fact,  and  then  the  com- 
mittee could  not  agree.     .     .     . 

**I  desire  to  know,  if  this  doctrine  be  laid  down,  how  an}*^ 
constituency,  in  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  Southern  States, 
could  ever  be  sure  that  thc}^  were  to  have  a  foothold  in  this 
House  by  giving  this  man  or  that  man  a  certificate  of  election. 
The  power  of  the  House  is  ample  ;  it  has  been  exercised,  and 
exercised   with  tremendous  power,  in   refusing   to  let  Mr.  B. 
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take  the  oath  autl  assume  a  seat  ui  this  House,  and  I  —  one 
among  the  majority  — voted  to  refuse  him  the  right  to  sit  here; 
but  I  am  not  going  to  tiini  round  thereafter,  uiid  with  this 
House  elect  a  mau  to  represent  that  district.  I^t  them  have 
another  chance.  U  tliey  send  a  loyal  man  here  with  a  majority 
vote,  he  Hliall  take  tlie  oath.  If  they  Mend  a  disloyal  man  lieru, 
we  will  aend  him  hack.  We  can  Htand  tJiat  juitt  aa  long  as  the 
second  distinct  in  Kentucky  can  sUad  it.     .     .     . 

"  If  then)  were  anything  ducideil  hy  tlie  election  iu  this  diii- 
trict  of  Kentucky,  it  was  that  they  did  not  want  Mr.  8.  tvi  rep- 
resent  them.  Now  it  ap|>e!ii-s  Ut  me  l^i  he  stretching  technical 
coiiatilutinn  to  tlie  last  ]Hiint,  where  it  cranks  and  where  it 
breaks,  if  you  are  going  to  hold  up  nine,  ten,  or  twenty  thou- 
sand men  to  an  accurate  knowledge  of  tlie  precise  political 
recoi'il  of  the  vuriims  vandidatus  asking  their  suffrage.  We 
liave  H.  [>eculiar  caae  )>ending  now,  I  believe,  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Election.  Oue  of  the  gentlemen  from  Tenne&see, 
who  is  in  ttympatliy  with  this  side  of  tlic  Houec,  was  arrested 
at  the  Speaker's  desk  on  the  lirst  day  of  the  session,  and  wad 
not  allowed  to  t»ke  the  oath  because  he  had  once  taken  aii 
iiiitli  to  support  the  confederate  uonstitatiun.  If  the  Com- 
mittee of  Electitm  shall  report  tliat  he  Ls  ineligible  on  that 
account,  why  of  coni'sc  then  tliis  copperhead  competitor  by  this 
construction  lonies  ininu'diately  in." 

KLDKllHiK. —  I  rise  t<i  a  question  of  urder.  I  insist  that  the 
term  copperhead  is  not  parliamentary. 

Mr.  lli.AiNE. —  1  recall  the  woi-d,  I  never  used  it  before  in 
a  debate  here,     I  will  siiy  his  Democratic  competitor. 

The  Spciiker  overruled  the  point  of  order  on  the  ground  that 
lie  was  not  speaking  of  any  gentleman  in  the  House,  but  Mr. 
Blaine  refused  to  be  tlius  upheld:  "I  diil  not  withdraw  the 
word  as  a  (juestion  of  order.  I  should  have  told  the  gentleman 
that  he  had  made  no  poiTit  of  order.  As  a  question  of  taste 
1  confess  that  1  have  transgressed,  and  as  a  question  of  taste  I 
change  the  word.  It  was  in  bad  tiuste,  as  it  always  is,  to  use 
offensive  political  epithets  iu  debate.  To  resume  the  line  of 
my  argument :   I  am  unwilling  to  lay  down  a  precedent  affect- 
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me  that  it  is  a  most  extraordinary  proposition  —  and  I  say  it 
with  all  due  respect  to  the  admirable  arguments  that  have  been 
made  on  that  side  —  the  most  extraordinary  proposition  that  I 
ever  knew  advanced  here  in  an  election  case,  that  the  House 
should  deliberately  declare  that  a  man  who  has  a  pitiful  minor- 
ity of  the  votes  in  the  discussion  shall  be  declared  here  en- 
titled  to  the  seat." 

The  same  scruplous  respect  for  the  will  of  the  people  as  the 
foundation  of  government  is  everywhere  seen.  On  the  bill 
concerning  land-grants  to  Southern  railroads:  "  We  expect 
within  the  next  few  weeks,  or  at  most  the  next  few  mouths, 
these  States  which  are  to  be  immediately  affected  by  this 
legislation  will  be  represented  on  this  floor,  that  those  States 
will  have  on  this  floor  Representatives  in  the  interest  of  the 
very  class  in  whose  behalf  he  advocates  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  at  least  fair  that  before  passing  a 
bill  of  this  kind  we  should  wait  until  these  Representatives 
shall  come  upon  this  floor  and  be  heard  in  their  own  behalf? 
They  should  be  heard  on  this  subject  as  the  Representatives 
and  Senators  from  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  have  been  heard. 
Why,  just  as  the  reconstruction  system  is  approaching  its  con- 
summation, should  we  rush  through  a  bill  of  this  kind?  I 
greatly  distrust  the  wisdom  of  denying  to  these  Southern  States 
the  means  of  finishing  their  lines  of  transportation.  If  these 
lands  were  ever  necessary  to  those  States,  I  believe  them  to  be 
much  more  necessary  tonlay  than  they  were  at  the  time  when 
they  were  originally  granted.  I  do  not  say  that  I  shall  vote  in 
favor  of  a  renewal  of  those  grants.  I  have  not  voted  for  other 
land-grants  this  session.  But  we  lose  nothing  by  waiting.  To 
the  accusation  that  they  were  rebels  and  lost  by  war,  if  the 
Southern  country  is  ever  to  be  built  up  again,  then  upon  those 
lines  of  railroad  depends  the  future  of  the  South,  just  as  if  rebels 
never  had  anything  to  do  with  them.  We  do  not  propose  to 
have  the  rebels  here.  Reconstruction  is  to  bring  loyal  men 
here,  and  the  best  loyal  men.  Why,  then,  cannot  the  gentle- 
men wait  until  they  get  here  ?  " 

In  the  same  spirit  of  justice  he  opposed  anything  like  the 
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exoluition  of  the  South  from  Wost  Point.  "  I  differ  entirely 
with  the  committee.  I  iln  not  l»elieve  in  punishing  children 
in  the  rebel  States.  When  this  war  began  the  persons  eligible 
to  be  appointed  to  Wost  Point  were  nine.  ton.  or  eleven  years 
of  age.  and  I  do  not  propose  to  punish  them  for  the  faults  of 
their  fathers." 

Being  answered  that  it  punished  no  children,  but  merely 
provides  that  no  rebel  should  be  admitted  to  West  Poiut,  he 
answered  :  "  1  am  opjiosed  to  keeping  up  this  imaginary  line." 
"  I  should  think  the  gontlemnn  from  Pennsylvania  would  see  — 
if  I  had  not  a  great  re»i)ect  for  him,  I  would  say  —  the  absurdity 
of  HUeh  a  notion." 

At  the  time  when  nil  wore  angry  with  President  Johnson, 
when  liu  was  called  on  the  floor  ■'  His  Royal  Highness,"  and  had 
made  inquiry  of  the  Attorney-General  if  he  could  turn  Cou- 
groHs  out  of  the  House.  Mr.  Blainu  insist^id  that  it  was  "  [xirfecUy 
absurd,  to  use  astrong  phrase,  when  the  businosa  of  all  the  other 
departments  has  increased  three,  four,  five,  and  six  fold,  and  ab- 
solutely requires  a  proportionate  addition  of  olerical  force,  to 
suppose  that  the  Executive  Department,  which  ia  tlie  head  of 
the  whole,  shoiild  need  no  more  clerical  assistance  than  in  the  days 
of  Madison.     .     .  Every  one  knows  that  the  business  of  the 

Executive  Department  has  increased  enormously  of  late,  .  .  . 
and  I  iisk  any  gi-ntleinan  if  it  he  at  all  jKissible  for  the  execu- 
tive head  of  all  the  departments  to  get  along  with  precisely 
the  same  numlxir  of  secretjiiies  and  clerks  that  he  liad  five  years 
ago.     1  think  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  is  wrong." 

Offering  commuiiicHtion  from  Judge  Advocate-General  Holt: 
"Tlie  report  is  clear  and  explicit,  and  nothing  I  can  say  will 
add  to  it.  K  gentlemen  will  not  listen  to  what  the  Judge 
A<lvocate  writes,  I  am  sure  they  will  not  listen  to  what  I  may 
say.     I  move  the  previous  question." 

*'  I  give  notice  of  a  vote  soon,  so   that  gentlemen  may  not 

consider  the  i[ucstiou  it.s  sprung  upon  them  when  I  call  it  up." 

"I  unikTstiinil  pui-foctly  well  that  gentlemen   on    the  other 
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their  motives.  They  have  the  power,  and  I  am  willing  they 
should  exercise  it.  But  it  is  a  mei-e  capricious  demand  on 
their  part  that  this  bill  shall  again  be  postponed  a  whole  day.'' 

**  Unanimous  consent,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  is  only 
another  name  for  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  House.  It 
was  gross  negligence  in  this  case/' 

"  I  move  to  strike  out,  and  insert '  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.'  The  appointing  power  is  vested  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  secretaries  are  but 
his  servants,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  invest  the  Secretarv  of 
the  Treasury  with  a  power  distinct  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States." 

As  a  specimen  of  Mr.  Blaine's  parliamentary  manner  we  may 
refer  to  his  conduct  of  tlie  Army  Appropriation  Bill  shortly 
before  he  was  elected  Speaker : 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  Before  the  Clerk  proceeds  to  read  the  bill 
for  amendment,  I  desire  to  make  a  statement  in  reference 
to  the  aggi'egate  amount  of  the  appropriations  comprised  in 
the  bill. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  totiil  amount  appropriated  by  the 
bill  is  jM3,199,500.  ...  I  desire  for  myself  to  say  now, 
as  I  said  then,  that  it  is  my  conviction  that  the  army  ought  to 
be  reduced.  I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  hist  year  a  provision 
in  the  Army  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  army, 
which  did  not  meet  with  the  concurrence  or  approval  of  the 
House.  .  .  .  Therefore,  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
have  not  this  year  made  any  recommendation  touching  that 
question.  But  in  order  to  preserve  my  own  consistency,  which 
is  important  to  me  if  not  to  other  people,  I  hold  now  that  in- 
stead of  sixty  regiments,  this  Congress,  or,  if  not,  the  very  next, 
ought  to  provide  for  the  reduction  of  the  army  to  thirty  regi- 
ments, or  just  one-half  what  it  now  is. 

General  Grant,  as  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  during  the 
I>ast  year,  has  done  everything  within  the  existing  law,  and 
under  the  power  that  the  law  confers  upon  him,  to  reduce  the 
army.     All  that  it  contains  now,  with  its  sixty  regiments  of 
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fn1ii*t«(i  mpn  and  ndri-coiniinwioiicil  Dfficcru,  is  ftbout  forty-nino 
ihoiWHiid.  TImt  in  tiiwly  tho  mitiiitiiim  i>f  the  aniiy,  aiifl  yet  we 
Imvf  the  wime  iiiuuU'r  of  oftireiw.  Then-  are  between  Iwenty- 
eight  And  twenty-iiiiiv  liuitdreil  offivtint  uu  Ui«  puy-roU,  which,  m 
my  judgment,  is  a  larger  number  tlian  it  ought  to  b«,  and  mora 
than  Cungreaa  ought  to  allow.  Hut  as  the  army  i^  now  c)^ 
cuniHtanced.  with  thu  exigencies  whiuli  seQin  t»  he  ui>un  it  with 
rofor«iit!e  to  army  onemtions,  the  ('ommittoe  on  AppropnatioiiH 
have  not  felt  at  liherty  to  readjust  its  proportions  by  tliis  bill 
to  what  they  )>elievD  the  wir-o  of  the  army  uught  ti^i  lie,  but  have 
felt  it  their  duty  to  reiwrt  tho  appropi-iiitiuiitt  for  it  under  ex- 
isting law,  leaving  to  the  appropriate  committees  of  tlie  House 
itself  to  give  directions  as  to  whether  the  army  shall  be 
reduced.  With  this  explanation  I  ask  that  the  hill  be  i-ead  for 
amendment. 

Mr.  Brooks.  —  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  under  the 
rules,  ordefK,  and  procoedingm  of  thin  House  it  is  practiuable 
during  this  seRsion  to  pass  an  act  reducing  the  army  from  sixty 
to  thirty  regtment«  lUive  in  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  BLAU4E.  —  I  am  very  glad  to  answer  the  gentleman.  H  , 
by  unaninions  consent  the  Chiiirman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  or  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who  opposed  my 
proposition  last  year-,  coidd  to-day  move  to  put  a  proviso  in 
this  bill  for  the  reduction  of  (he  army,  I  would  Ije  glad  to  have 
it  done.  Or  if  any  one  else  will  move  it,  it  will  gratify  me.  I 
decline  to  do  it  myself,  because,  having  been  voted  down  last 
year,  I  do  not  choose  to  run  the  hazard  of  a  second  rebiiff.  No 
one  would  support  such  a  proposition  more  cheerfully  than 
myself.  It  need  not  be  moved  now:  it  can  be  done  at  any 
stiigo  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  liiiooKs.  —  To  what  (;onimittee  does  this  businesa  appro- 
priately lielong? 

Mr.  Bl.vise.  —  To  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  of 
course. 

Mr.  BitooKs.  —  Will  that  committee  or  the  Committee  on 
the  Militiii  luive  anv  oppottnnitv  to  report  before  the  fourth  of 
March  ■,' 
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considered  about  one  hour  to-day,  and  I  think  it  will  be  possi- 
ble to  get  through  it  to-morrow,  when  it  will  be  reported  to  the 
House.  I  will  not  call  the  previous  question  till  Monday, 
which  is  suspension  daj\  In  the  meantime,  if  any  gentleman 
can  devise  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  tlie  army  which  will 
meet  the  concuiTence  of  two-thirds  of  the  House,  it  will  bring 
it  within  the  power  of  two-thirds  under  the  rule  to  act  upon  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  Wood.  —  I  have  not  wished  to  interrupt  this  interesting 
discussion  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  as  well  to  leave  it  to  them,  as  the  responsi- 
bility rests  with  them.  But  I  wish  to  remind  the  House  and 
the  country  that  we  have  repeated  discussions  of  tliis  character 
by  the  gentlemen  who  liave  recently  participated  in  this  discus- 
sion, proposing  a  reduction  of  the  army  and  of  the  gi*eat  expend- 
itures which  grow  out  of  the  army.  It  is  about  time  that  we 
should  have  a  practical  reduction  of  the  army,  which  has  been 
so  often  promised.  Although  the  war  has  been  closed  for  now 
nearly  four  yeai^s,  and  although  it  is  contrary  to  the  genius 
of  the  country  to  keep  up  a  standing  army  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found i>eace,  yet  this  bill  pr(»poses  to  tax  the  people  of  the 
country  over  #43,000,000  to  maintain  an  army  at  this 
time  —  one-sixth  of  the  whole  amount  recjuired  to  be  raised  for 
the  support  of  the  entire  government  of  the  countiy.  This  is 
proposed  for  the  support  of  an  army  when  no  necessity  exists 
for  an  army  of  over  six  or  eight  thousand  men.  I  think  the 
country,  like  myself,  is  tired  of  hearing  of  a  reduction  of  the 
army  when  there  is  no  practical  proposition  to  reduce  the  army, 
and  when  the  majority  in  Congress  peraist  in  maintaining 
the  present  large  anny,  for  the  support  of  which  this  bill 
appropriates  money.  Our  avenues  and  streets  are  filled  with 
generals  and  major-generals  and  captains  and  colonels  draw- 
ing full  pay,  while  the  poor  tax-payer  is  overburdened  with 
unnecessary  taxation,  wrung  from  him  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  these  idle  vagabonds,  who  are  so  well  paid  and  do 
nothing. 

I  ask,  therefore,  that  we  shall  have  some  practical  proposition 
presented  to  us  on  this  subject.     I  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the 
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(ither  Hide  U*  show  that  they  are  autiiig  in  guud  faith  by  com- 
meDcing  uii  Hctunl  ruduotiun  uf  thii  iiriuy.  I  waut  to  see  these 
«4S,000,000  i-iit  down  Ui  whut  it  watt  befoiu  thu  war. 

Mr.  Blaink  —  It  waa  *2i000,000  before  tlm  war. 

Mr.  W(»oD,  —  I  wish  the  gentleman  to  tell  the  coiiutry  why. 
ulliioiigli  the  war  has  closed  for  almost  four  years,  we  are  called 
upon  nt  this  day  to  ai)propnat«  these  immense  sums  of  money 
for  the  support  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  During  Buchanan's  adminifitration  of  four 
y«ar»  the  annual  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the  array,  as 
the  ^ntleman  will  liud  by  reference  to  the  documeuts,  were 
♦22,000.000  in  gold  for  nineteen  regiments.  While  I  will  go  in 
far  as  the  farthest  in  favor  of  ii  just  ■'eduction  of  the  expenditurM 
of  the  government,  1  wish  the  House  to  understand  that  the 
rate  of  expenditure  for  the  army  under  the  administration  uf 
Jaraee  Bm-bainin  wh»  great«r  than  at  any  time  during  tJie  last 
eight  years.  This  bill  only  proposes  about  #700,000  in  paper 
for  each  regiment,  when  duriug  the  aduiinistratJon  of  James 
BucLouan  l)eforo  the  war  the  cost  of  HUpporting  a  regiment  was 
a  little  in  excess  uf  $1,000,000  \n  gold. 

Mr.  Woon.  —  I  know  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  is  e:t- 
ceedingly  ingenious  in  making  the  woi-se  appear  the  better 
reason.  1  wilt  remind  him  that  under  Buchanan's  administnk' 
lion  we  had  tii  suppress  a  rebellion  in  tlie  Western  country. 

Mr,  lii.AiNK.  —  There  were  only  nineteen  regiments  employed, 
and  nut  a  single  extra  regiment  was  called  into  serviue. 

Mr.  Fakxs\v(u;tii,  —  1  liope  thu  gcnlleman  from  Ohio  will 
submit  bis  amendment,  so   that  we  may  have  it    piinted  and 

tiefore  ns  for  our  consideration. 

Mr.  Blaink. — ^That  consent  having  been  given,  the  proi*er 
place  for  tlie  anicndment  will  hi;  at  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KAKNSwoiiTii.  —  Of  course. 

Mr.  Hlaini;.  —  I  liojjc  it  will  bo  printed  for  use  to-morrow, 
as  I  hui)e  to  be  able  to  gel  tlirougli  with  this  bill  to-morrow. 
Unaninions  consent  having  been  given,  it  will  not  be  necessar)- 
lo  carry  lliis  liill  um.v  \n  siis|HMKi,tn  il;i\  . 
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Mr.  Blaine.  —  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Ohio.  —  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of  the 
committee  that  other  amendments  may  be  offered  to  this  bill 
providing  for  the  consolidation  of  the  regiments  of  the  army 
and  the  mustering  out  of  the  necessaiy  officers. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  The  permission  given  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  covers  the  whole  ground. 

Before  the  committee  is  compelled  to  rise  I  desire  that 
some  little  progress  may  be  made  in  the  consideration  of 
this  bill.  I  wish  only  to  say  this  for  the  benefit  of  gentle- 
men on  my  right  and  my  left :  this  matter  is  now  exactly  in 
the  position  where  it  should  be.  The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations tried  their  hands  last  winter  at  the  work  of  reducing 
the  army,  and  met  with  such  discouraging  results  from  the 
action  of  the  House  that  they  are  not  very  eager  to  try  their 
hands  at  it  again.  It  belongs  properly  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  I  think  the  responsibility  has  now  been 
very  properly  shifted  to  their  shoulders.  Unanimous  consent 
having  been  given  for  the  introduction  of  a  measure  looking  to 
the  reduction  of  the  army,  the  whole  question  will  be  opened, 
and  all  amendments  pertinent  to  the  subject  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Wlndom.  —  I  would  like  to  know  whether  that  will 
enable  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Affairs  to  introduce  an 
amendment  contemplating  a  reform  with  reference  to  commu- 
tation of  quartei's,  subsistence,  etc.,  in  connection  with  which 
there  has  been  so  much  swindling  of  the  government  ? 

Mr.  GARFIEI-.D.  —  And  I  will  inquire  whether  we  shall  be 
permitted  to  submit  a  proposition  for  the  transfer  of  the  Indian 
Bureau  to  the  War  Department?     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  I  decline  to  yield  further.  I  ask  that  the  bill 
be  now  read  for  amendment. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  bill  by  paragraphs  for 
amendment,  and  read  the  following : 

"  For  expenses  of  recruiting  and  transportation  of  recruits, 
*300,000," 

Mr.  Ross.  — I  move  to  amend  the  item  just  read  by  striking 
out  "  three  "  and  inserting  "  one,"  so  as  to  make  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation  $100,000. 
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Mr.  Blaine.  —  I  desire  to  make  a  aiuglc  remark.  If  the 
array  is  tu  be  kept  at  tbe  proseut  tuinimum  Btaudard,  this 
ftppropriatiDii  of  #300,000  i»  libsnlutely  necessary;  but  if  tbe 
army  is  Ui  b«  reduced,  then  I  think  there  might  be  u  reductiun 
in  this  item  ;  hut  the  gentleman  frnni  llHitmx  [Mr.  Koas]  pro- 
[WHes  too  stnall  h  8«ni.  If  h«  will  modify  his  ameiulment  so  ha 
to  inako  thv.  aiiiontit  $lftO,flOn,  it  will  t)bvi(it«  the  necessity  for 
nffering  an  amendment  trj  hi«  aniendniont. 

Mr,  Ross.  —  I  dcdine  Ui  modify  my  amendment.  i 

Mr.  Blaine.     -  Then  I  move  to  amend  thi>  aincudment  so  u   ' 
to  make  the  amnnnt  of  the  appropriation  |!150,000. 

Mr.  Maynabd.  —  I  iHJo  that  the  apprupristion  for  this  pu^ 
p08P  fnr  the  present  fiscal  year  was  only  tlOO.OOO. 

Mr.  BIjAink.  —  Vea  ;  hut  we  recruited  for  only  four  montba 
in  the  year.  We  were  reducing  the  army  down  to  the  mitt- 
imum.  But  to  keep  the  number  of  men  at  tlio  present  miaimosi 
a  larger  amount  will  Iw  necessary.  One  hundred  thousand 
<lollarH  were  appropriated  la«t  year  beoaiitie  it  was  intended  to 
cover  only  about  one-third  of  the  year. 

Mr.    Mavxahti. — Thru  the  gentleman    is   nf  opinion   that 
*150,000  will  he  nt-eded  for  this  ]>urpo8e? 
Mr.  Bi.AiNK. —  Absolutely. 

Mr.  IliRi.KKiii.  —  1  move  lo  amend  by  adding:  Provided, 
that  nil  iillicer  or  soldier  of  the  army  of  the  United  Stat«s  under 
the  age  of  sixty-five  veal's,  unless  he  be  a  married  man  and 
takes  his  wife  with  him,  shall  be  assigned, 

Mr.  Bi.AiNB.  —  It  is  unnecessary  to  read  tliat  amendment 
fnrtlier.  I  raise  llie  jioint  of  order  that  it  proposes  independent 
legislation,  and  cannot  be  entertained  as  an  amendment  to  this 
bill. 

The  Chaiuman.  —  The  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  order- 
Mr.    Loi'(iiiiiii»<;K.  —  I    move   to   amend  the  t>ending  para- 
graph by  striking  out  "  tifteeu  "  and  inserting  "ten,"  so  as  to 
make  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  the  army 
*10,000,000. 

think    ihp    LTntlemiin    from    Iowa   will  not 
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Monday,  take  the  action  which  seems  to  be  contemplated  for 
the  reduction  of  the  army,  the  amount  named  in  the  bill  will 
be  absolutely  needed.  The  reduction  of  the  army  will  lead  to 
mustering  out,  whereby  additional  expense  will  be  incuiTed ; 
and  if  the  mustering  out  process  is  to  go  on,  it  is  probable  this 
item  will  have  to  be  increased. 

Mr.  LouGHRiDGE. — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  how  or  where  we  are  to  reduce  these  appropriations. 
It  is  understood  that  the  army  is  to  be  reduced :  where  are  we 
to  reduce  the  expenditures? 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  In  the  quartermaster's  department. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Army  Appropriation  Bill;  and  pending  that  motion,  I  move  that 
all  general  debate  upon  it  sliall  cease  in  one  minute  until  we 
reach  the  point  where  the  amendment  which  was  allowed  to 
be  presented  yesterday  for  the  reduction  of  the  army  shall  be 
introduced. 

The  motions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  In  view  of  the  very  general  agreement  that 
seemed  to  pervade  the  House  yesterday,  that  an  amendment 
should  be  presented  for  the  reduction  of  the  army,  I  have 
consulted  several  members  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, all  that  I  could  meet,  and  all  excepting  one  gentleman, 
and  they  agreed  that  I  should  move  such  amendments  to 
the  appropriations  as  would  cut  down  the  aggregate  to  the 
amount  appropriated  last  year.  That  will  reduce  the  amount 
jflO,000,000.  I  think,  from  the  examination  I  have  given  the 
bill,  that  I  know  better  than  those  who  have  not  examined  it 
at  all,  just  where  these  amendments  ought  to  l>e  put,  and  where 
they  can  most  profitably  and  easily  be  made.  For  that  pur- 
pose, I  propose,  if  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  will  withdraw 
his  amendment,  to  move  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  army  from 
*15,000,000  to  *11,000,000.  That  will  be  a  reduction  of 
»4,000,000. 
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Mr.  LouoHRiDOE.  —  That  is  entirely  aatisfnctciry  to  me,  and 
I  withdraw  my  amendmeat. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  For  RommutatioQ  of  officers'  siibsistence,  $2,000,000," 

Mr.  Bl,.UNE.  —  I  move  to  reduce  tliat  appropriation  to 
*t  .500.000. 

Mr.  WiNDOM.  —  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  reduc- 
ing the  amount  to  fl.OOO.OOO. 

Mr.  Blaise.  —  I  think  the  reduction  that  I  propose  is  a 
very  ooimidemble  one,  and  it  is  on  a  stiale  that  will  cut  down 
the  bill  just  $10,000,000.  I  tliink  every  dollar  that  m  left 
after  that  reduction  is  made  will  be  absolutely  needed. 

Mr.  WiNDOM.  —  My  reason  for  moving  to  cut  this  appropria- 
tion down  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
proposes  to  re<iuce  the  bill  generally  is,  that  I  think  upon  tliia 
jioint  we  shall  have  an  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  MassHchusettM  [Mr.  Butler]  that  will  prevent  tlie  cur- 
niptions  growing  out  of  this  Byatem.  Now,  air,  it  ha«  been  my 
fortime  during  tlie  last  years  to  board  in  a  good  many  boarding- 
houses  in  this  city ;  and  1  think  I  never,  with  one  exception, 
was  in  a  boarding-house  where  there  was  a  military  officer  that 
a  jwirt  of  liis  bojird  bill  wiis  not  paid  by  allowing  the  boanling- 
honse  kei^per  to  get  beef  cheaper  than  it  could  otherwise  he 
bought.  I  know  of  one  lionorable  eKceptioii,  and  only  one. 
Now,  I  am  opposed  to  tliisnort  of  swindling  of  the  government, 
iinil  to  this  whole  system  of  coinmutation  of  sulisistence.  I 
do  not  liplieve  tliere  should  be  such  a  thing.  I  believe  the 
provision  of  the  gentleuiiin  from  Maisachiwetts  should  be 
carried  out,  and  that  Ihiw  kind  of  fraudulent  dealing  with  the 
goveninieiit  should  be  prevented. 

Mr.  Blaink.  —  I  do  not  uudei-stand  that  the  gentleman  from 
Minnesotfi  [jni|)osi«  to  cure  this  evil  at  all.  If  you  do  not 
change  the  hiw  you  must  appropriate  what  the  law  allows.  If 
we  do  not  need  ^i] ."lOD.OOO  we  do  not  need  anything. 

Mr.  WiNiKiM.—  1  move  to  ami-iiil  the  amendment  by  strik- 
ing out  the  whole  I'luusc. 

.Mr.   lii.AiM';. — ^1    think   tliat    woultl  lie   a   very   injudicious 
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the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  we  can  prevent  this  kind  of 
corruption. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  I  do  not  think  it  fair  to  call  it  "  corruption.' 
This  is  an  appropriation  for  pay  under  the  existing  law.  The 
law  may  be  unwise,  but  I  think  the  gentleman  uses  too  severe  a 
term  when  he  calls  it  "  corruption."  There  is  not  a  gentleman 
upon  this  floor  who  has  served  in  the  army  —  and  there  are  a 
great  many  who  have  served  with  great  distinction  —  who  has 
not  drawn  a  part  of  hLs  pay  in  this  form.  It  is  a  part  of  the  pay 
of  officers  of  the  army  under  the  law,  and  so  long  as  the  law  re- 
mains as  it  is,  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  its  being  corruption  to  draw 
pay  in  that  form. 

Mr.  ScOFiELD.  —  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of  the  committee 
to  pass  over  this  and  the  two  succeeding  clauses  providing  for 
commutation  of  officers'  subsistence,  forage  for  officers'  horses, 
and  clothing  for  officers'  servants,  so  as  to  consider  them 
in  connection  with  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  and  which  has  been  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  I  think  that  is  a  good  suggestion.  I  am  will- 
ing that  these  three  clauses  shall  be  passed  over  until  we  see 
what  fate  will  betide  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Wood.  — I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
whether  in  this  appropriation  of  Jf 60,000  for  contingenoies  of 
the  army  there  is  included  $25,000  to  be  ])aid  to  a  hoi^se  doctor 
by  the  name  of  Dunbar  ? 

Mr.  Blain?:.  —  The  Committee  on  Appropriations  have  no 
knowledge  of  a  horse  doctor  named  Dunbar,  or  any  otlier  horse 
doctor,  being  interested  in  this  appropriation.  Nothing  of  the 
kind  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  and  I  never  heard 
of  it  before.  It  is  an  appropriation  $40,000  less  than  up  to  last 
year  has  usually  been  made  for  tliat  item. 

Mr.  Wood.  —  The  Secretary  of  War  has  made  a  contract  with 
a  horse  doctor  for  which  he  proposes  to  pay  him  $2r),000  a  year 
for  curing  horses'  feet.  I  meant  to  ask  in  what  part  of  this  bill 
the  appropriation  is  made  which  wouhl  inc^lnde  that  ex[)en(litnre  ? 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  I  think  it  is  in  the  item  of  appropriation  for 
cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  which  I  propose  to  materially 
reduce  when  we  reach  it. 
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Mr.  Elohidge.  —  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  ^otleman  from 
Miiine  if  there  is  in  tliia  bill  any  appropriation  for  tlje  purchaM 
of  the  museum  called  the  Array  Museum,  I  believe  ?  And 
then  I  would  like  to  have  him  inform  the  House,  if  he  will,  by 
what  authority  that  museum  was  purchased  —  how  it  becama 
the  property  of  tiie  War  Department,  or  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  lJi,AlNK,  —  We  have  already  pnttaed  the  item  for  the  Army 
Mediiral  Museum  ;  but,  of  eourse,  I  will  not  take  advantage  of 
that  point  of  order.  It  wax  by  authority  of  an  appropriation 
made  by  thia  House,  for  whiuh  I  suppose  the  gentleman  vot«<l 
in  commou  witli  the  rest  of  us. 

Mr.  Kldridgb.  —  I  beg  i>ui'don  of  the  gentleman ;  I  tliink  I 
did  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Dlaink.  —  I  suppose  there  is  no  record  to  sustain  the 
i^entleman  in  his  assertion. 

Mr.  Kldhidqe.  — Perhaps  not;  lint  1  generally  vote  agaitmt 
sneh  thingH,  and  think  I  did  this.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
inform  the  house  by  what  authority  tliis  miiDeumwatjpurohaKeH. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  This  Army  Medinal  .Museum  hiui  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Fonl's  Theatre  museum,  to  which  I 
suppooe  the  gt>nttemaii  refers.  The  Army  Medical  Museum  is 
under  the  miinagement  of  i\\t:  Mediiral  Department,  and  is 
i-eganled  lus  of  great  use.  The  ;i]>propriation  given  for  it  has 
been  considered  a  Vfcy  wise  expendilurt ;  it  is  not  very  large 
in  amount. 

As  to  till'  Ford's  Thfutre  Museum,  that  is  a  matter  of  three 
or  four  yeiiiM  ago.  And  if  Ihere  was  iinything  done  in  that 
matter  liiat  wa.i  not  right,  tlie  gentleiimn  from  Wisconsin 
sJiould  If  11  the  Htinsc,  if  he  knows  it.      1  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  Ki.iii:iri(iK.  -I  will  lell  what  I  know  about  it.  I  have 
understociii,  and  I  lii-lit-v«,  tlmt  the  Secretary  of  War  took  pos- 
si'saion  of  thiii  Ijuijiling  without  antln)rity  i)f  hiw,  without  any 
right  whatever  hi  do  so,  without  any  authorization  fi-om  Con- 
gress or  from  any  olher  soui-ce,  and  made  it  the  property  of  the 
I'nited  States  by  force  —  he  only  consenting,  I  believe  that  to 
have  been  done  ;  and  tliat  is  the  re;Lsoii  why  I  make  the  inquirj- 
of  the  gentleman. 
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Mr.  Eldbidoe.  —  Tes,  sii* ;  since  the  gentleman  asks  me  the 
question,  I  object  most  emphatically  to  any  man  or  any  oflBcer 
of  the  government  doing  anything  without  authority  of 
law.  I  would  never  consent  that  any  officer  of  the  government 
make  any  purchase  of  property  or  do  any  other  act  not  author- 
ized by  law.     I  oppose  all  such  things  now  and  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  I  desire  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Wis- 
consin, who,  I  think,  rather  ungraciously  brings  up  this  subject 
and  obtrudes  it  upon  us  at  this  time,  that  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  the  case  alluded  to,  acted  in  a  way  which  the  Congi'ess  of  the 
United  States  clearly  approved,  in  rescuing  that  building,  which 
was  the  scene  of  the  greatest  sacrifice  that  has  been  made  in 
modern  times. 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  —  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Chairman.  —  The  gentleman  will  stjite  his  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  —  Unless  tliere  is  something  here  in  the 
way  of  instalments  for  the  purchase  (»f  Ford's  Tlieatre,  I  object 
to  this  debate. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  It  was  to  prevent  that  desecration  [the  use 
of  it  as  a  place  of  common  amusement],  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  took  possession  of  the  building ;  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  afterward  gave  him  the  money  necessary  to  vest 
the  title  to  it  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Shanks.  —  I  wish  to  say  tliat  the  murder  of  President 
Lincoln  was  an  act  of  war,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  take  such  steps  as  became  a  nation  in  a 
state  of  war. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  ...  If  at  this  late  day  the  gentleman 
from  Wisconsin,  or  any  other  gentleman  on  that  side  of  tlie 
House,  desires  to  criticise  act^  of  Secretary  Stiinton  which  he 
believes  to  have  been  outside  the  Constitution  or  outside  the 
laws,  he  makes  a  very  unfortunate  selection  when  lie  singles 
out  this  particular  transaction ;  for  among  the  many  deeds 
which  will  for  all  time  commend  the  name  of  Edwin  M. 
Stanton  to  the  patriotic  people  of  this  country,  that  will  not 
be  among  the  least. 
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.  .  I  desiru  to  say  a  very  few  words  in  reply  to  whnt 
WUH  mn\  this  morning  by  the  gentlemnu  from  Mnssachiisetts 
tourhing  the  amen^lmeiit  for  reducing  the  army.  I  hope  the 
Hoime  will  not  vote  U\  sustain  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mnssachnsettfi.  1  hope  the  llonse  will  not  vote  lo 
deprive  Genei-al  Sherman  i»f  the  right  to  be  promoted  to  thi- 
rank  of  general,  I  hojw  the  Hnnwe  will  not  vote  that  Gen. 
doorge  H.  Thomas  or  Gen.  Phil.  Sheridan  shal]  never  be  jirn- 
nioted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general.  I  hope  the  Plouse 
will  not  say  that  Meade  or  Hancock  must  and  shall  be  nmstered 
out  ns  mnjor-generolH  of  the  army  ;  and  yet  thiit  is  what  they 
would  say  if  they  vot*d  for  the  projMMilion  of  the  f^utlemaii 
from  Massachusetts.  There  is  a  great  deal  in  his  propoiiition 
which  is  meritorious,  and  which  I  would  vote  for  if  it  was  by 
itself,  lint  there  are  features  in  it  which  I  do  not  believe  this 
House  will  ever  be  willing  to  approve, 

The  timendmeut  which  I  have  moved  »s  a  substitute  for  his 
projKisition  haa  this  extent  and  no  more:  it  ties  up  the  army 
HO  that  there  can  be  no  more  new  appointments  or  promotiiiim 
until  Congress  can  take  hold  of  the  (jiieation.  And  in  that 
wiiy  nil  increaae  of  the  army  will  he  prevented,  and  under  the 
administration  of  (Jenoral  (Jrant  the  anny  may  lie  very  rapidly 
decreased. 

'I'he  criticism  of  the  gentleman  from  ^lassachnsetts  that  tlie 
Secretary  of  War  and  not  (jcneral  (Jrant  will  have  the  control 
of  this  matti'r,  is  very  miperlicial.  The  Secretary'  of  War  under 
(ieneral  (irant  will  be  very  apt  to  carry  out  the  ideas  and 
wishes  of  {tcneral  (Irant  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  threat  danger  that  (ieneral  Grant  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  will  dift'pi-  very  much  iibout  this  matter. 

Mr.  It[  TE.KK.  of  .Miissauhnsctts.— Why  did  the  gentleman 
leave  it  entirely  to  the  Secretary  of  War  last  year? 

Mr.  Iti.AiNK. —  ISecanse  Andrew  Johnson  was  President. 
Was  not  that  a  good  reason? 

Mr.  HuTi.Ki:,  of  Miiftsaiihnsetls.  —  Yes,  it  was  a  fjood  reasmi 
for  the  time. 

np  last  year  there 
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Secretary  of  War,  and  the  provision  was  made  accordingly; 
and  when  I  moved  the  amendment  last  nighU  I  did  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  change  it  from  what  it  was  last  year,  because 
I  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  any  doubt  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  under  General  Grant  will  carry  out  the  wishes  and  views 
of  General  Grant  on  the  subject. 

Upon  the  election  of  General  Grant,  Mr.  Blaine  congratulated 
the  American  Congress  and  the  American  people,  making  one  of 
his  rare  pauses  in  an  unwear^-ing  march  to  look  back  along  the 
path  already  followed.  The  victory  of  1860  he  recounted  as 
having  dealt  the  fatal  blow  to  slavery-propagandism  —  the  Am- 
erican people  deciding  that  at  all  hazards  the  further  spread  of 
human  servitude  into  free  territor}'  should  cease. 

*'  The  election  of  1864  turned  upon  the  point  of  continuing  or 
discontinuing  the  bloody  contest,  which  up  to  that  time  had 
raged  with  unabated  fury  and  with  enormous  sacrifice  of  life  and 
proj)erty.  The  vote  of  the  jxjople  demanded  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  until  the  rebellion  should  be  suppressed,  the  national 
unity  secured,  and  slaver}'-  utterly  abolished  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  But  the  unexi)ected  and  unpre- 
cedented course  of  the  Executive,  the  i-evived  malignity  of  the 
southern  rebellion,  and  the  manifold  attiicks  on  our  national 
character  and  credit  l)y  the  Democnitic  party,  i-endeivd  the  vic- 
tor}'' of  1868  as  al)Rolutely  essential  to  conserve  and  preserve  the 
fruits  of  our  great  triumph,  as  was  the  victory  of  1 864  to  insure 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  a  successful  conclusion.  And  now 
tliat  the  victory,  complete  and  unsullied,  hjus  l)een  won,  the 
IK)ints  tliat  liave  l)een  solemnly  adjudicated  and  ]H»niianently 
settled  by  the  American  people  in  the  elec^tion  of  (ireneral  Grant 
to  the  presidency,  are : 

"  First.  The  union  of  the  StiiU^s  hits  l)een  nmint^iined,  and  its 
perpetuity  guarant-eed,  by  this  election,  in  a  sense  and  with  a 
force  that  were  never  before  enunciated  when  the  (juesti(m  was 
involved. 

"Second.  The  reconstruction  laws  of  C-ongn^ss  have  l)een 
vindicated  and  sustained  by  (leneKil  Grant's  (»le(^tion. 

"  Third.  The  election  of  (fcneral  Grant  had  settled  the  iinan- 
cial  question.    The  American  people  have  delibemfely,  solenmly, 
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and  em phiiti cully  recorded  their  decision  in  fnvor  of  an  honest 
discharge  of  tlieir  jiublic  obligations,  and  against  all  the  forms 
i>i  evasion  and  delusion  so  temptingly  set  forth  iu  Democratic 
platforms.  They  liave  declared  against  the  policy  of  wildly  in- 
flating, depi^^ciating,  and  ruining  their  (lurivncy  in  order  to  prema- 
turely i>»y  off  any  jmrtion  of  tlie  government  Imnds ;  and  they 
have  declared  with  equal  emphasis  in  favor  of  lightening  tbe 
public  biirdeiiN  by  reducing  the  intereHt  on  the  national  debt  as 
promptly  and  as  mpidly  sw  may  !»  d<me  \vitb  honor.  They  have 
diKiidttd  AgaiiiKt  all  forms  of  n^piidiution  "open  or  covert, 
threatened  or  HiiH[>eote<1,"  and  in  favor  of  upholding  t)u;  public 
faith  and  maintaining  the  public  honor  spotless  and  utaioleiH. 
Nay,  they  have  gone  nne  «tep  f  uitbcr ;  the  question  of  paying 
the  jiulilie  debt  *'  in  the  utmost  good  faitb,  according  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  contract "  is  no  longer  to  \m  made  the  subject 
of  (!ontroverRy  or  of  doubt  in  the  Amtnoan  Congreds. 

"  Fourth.  With  Uie  election  of  General  Grant  comeK  a  liigher 
dtandanl  of  American  citisenship — with  mom  dignity  and  char- 
acter to  the  name  alinmd  and  m<ire  awinreil  lilierty  and  security 
attaching  to  it  at  home.  Our  diplomacy  will  be  rescued  from 
the  subservient  tone  by  wbli'h  we  have  so  often  lieen  humiliated 
in  our  own  eyes  and  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  and  the  true  position 
of  the  fiist  nation  of  tlie  earth  in  rank  and  prestige  will  be  as- 
serted ;  not  in  the  spirit  <if  bravado  or  with  tbe  mere  arrogance 
ot  strengtb,  but  with  the  conscious  dignity  which  belongs  to 
power,  and  with  the  moderation  wliich  is  the  true  ornament  of 
justice.  And  with  this  vindication  of  the  rights  and  the  rank 
of  our  citizenship  abitmd  will  ciime  al.so  its  protection  and  its 
jmnoply  at  home, 

"  Whatever,  thei-efore,  may  lie  Ijefore  us  in  the  untrodden  and 
often  beclouded  piitli  of  the  future. — ^wbether  it  be  financial 
cmbarriLssment,  or  dcmiestic  Irouble  of  another  and  more  serious 
type,  or  miaunderslandings  with  foreign  nations,  or  the  extea- 
sion  of  our  flag  and  our  sovereignty  over  insular  or  continental 
possessions  north  or  south,  that  fate  or  fortune  may  peacefully 
offer  tn  our  ambition,  ^  let  u.s  l>elieve  with  all  confidence  that 

-    Willi 
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With  all  Mr.  Blaine's  foresight  and  forecast  which  often  left 
him  alone  on  the  mount  of  vision,  with  all  his  undisguised 
directness  and  intellectual  vehemence,  the  rectitude  of  his 
judgment,  the  depth  Jind  delicacy  of  his  sympathy,  his  sense 
of  justice,  his  enthusiasm  for  humanity,  and  his  over-brimming 
good-will  to  men,  were  always  in  evidence.  His  parliamentr 
ary  skill  and  power  had  been  attested  by  repeated  temporary 
service  in  the  chair,  and  during  the  winter  of  1869,  the  gossip 
of  Washington  in  the  newspapers  began,  as  early  as  January, 
to  invest  him  with  the  speakership,  and  his  "great  popu- 
larity with  his  fellow  members  "  began  to  l)e  "inferred  from 
his  prospective  promotion.''  The  Republicans  made  good 
the  gossip  by  his  unanimous  nomination  on  March  2,  and  his 
harmonious  election  on  March  4.  The  oath  was  administered 
by  his  long-time  friend  and  comrade,  Mr.  Elihu  Washburn. 

Tlie  approval  of  his  promotion  to  the  speakership  was 
general,  but  not  extravagant.  He  was  described  with  the  not 
immoderate  praise  of  being  a  hard-working  member  who  never 
made  long  speeches,  but  was  ready  and  quick  in  debate.  His 
frequent  service  as  speaker  pro  tern,  was  declared  to  have  certi- 
fied his  fitness  for  the  permanent  position,  and  though  he  had 
'*  assumed  the  chair  at  a  critical  moment,  he  has  proved  himself 
equal  to  the  emergency."  He  was  congratulated  that  there 
was  so  much  excitement  attending  President  Grant's  Cabinet 
appointments  as  to  leave  him  at  peace  in  the  appointment  of 
his  committees. 

But  when  the  fifteenth  of  March  had  come  and  he  had  not 
announced  those  committees,  even  the  warmly  Republican  news- 
papers began  gentle  gibes,  and  fables,  and  philosophies,  warning 
him  of  the  folly  and  the  futility  of  trying  to  please  every  one 
on  committees,  which  were  "  said  to  be  the  reasons  "  of  the  delay. 

On  March  16  the  committees  were  announced,  and  the  press 
made  a  handsome  retreat,  avowing  that  the  attributed  reasons 
were  all  erroneous,  and  that  the  delay  was  on  account  of  the 
New  Hampshire  members  who  had  not  been  sworn  in,  and 
could  therefore  not  be  on  committees,  which  would  leave  New 
Hampshire  unrepresented.  The  appointments,  in  spite  of 
prophecy  and  fable,  were  declared  to  have  elicited  general  sat- 
isfaction.    Important  committees  were   pronounced   especially 
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atrang,  lind  every  section  of  the  ooimtry  was  reprcBented.  Two 
years  later,  at  the  beginning  of  his  second  term  iu  the  chair, 
to  which  ho  wan  ru-«lei;ted  pnictically  without  opposition,  Mr, 
Blaine  [luintcd  out  thu  care  und  pre[iitratiiin  required  in  making 
appointments,  eH[)e<iially  in  tlie  otse  of  new  members,  iuid, 
referring  to  thei^  eleven  days  of  committciNniAkiug,  suggested 
timt  the  unuouueemeut  oven  ttien  wan  in  many  respecta  pro* 
mature  t 


From  Hon.  Elihu  Wiwhlmru: 

(lAt.EKA,  Ii.UNOis.  September  1A,  UtS. 

Drar  Blaine:  Wall,  ym  havn  gon«  wiiI  ilono  it  in  g;ood  aanwt, 
What  a  cnntpoign,  what  a  light,  ami  what  a  viotory  I  I  tell  wverybodf  yH 
deserve  iniinuiuw  cmlit  for  fhii  magnilicoul  iKituluct  of  Uin  uampaign. 
t^ampleta  iiuuuUiitt  iu  Novi'iubur  la  now  aaaiired  If  wo  only  half  do  our 
itiity.  .  .  .  Thcnt  in  a  ttirrifii:  fighl  going  on  in  Imliana,  iui<l  nnr 
frienilH  havn  Iti-nTi  itlftmiuil.     Your  HleuUon  will  lipip  tJieui  oat. 

.  .  .  I  think  flrant  will  rmnnin  hen  till  after  CKit-ober  olectloiu.  I 
wiali  you  would  write  him  aliunt  your  aleutlou  aiiil  t«ll  him  to  runuun  i)iuel 
at  bomt)  till  ihu  OctDbur  «lectJons  oru  ovor. 


From  Mr.  Blaine: 

16  .Tanuahv,  1869. 

Tlic  iMiok  to  Senator  Fosaunden  wiw  "favoruil  by  Mr.  Blaine"  with 
prompt  delivery.  I  did  nut  (.'oiitunt  myself  v/itli  sending  it  by  a  servant. 
but  carried  it  myself.  lie  0|)ened  it  very  delil>erat«ly  —  when  out  dropped 
a  note.  Ho  put  on  his  glasses,  niiid  Ihu  nolo  with  some  apparent  interest, 
then  rend  it  again  —  ami  llien  "  the  wreti'h  "  (a  term  Beau  Bi-ummel  ap- 
jilied  to  his  wife,  and  thus  sanetloiieil  its  use  in  ptilite  circles)  with  great 
care  returned  it  to  its  envelope,  laid  it  on  his  la)>lo,  and  proceeded  to  read 
l)i6  marked  pages.  To  be  sure,  I  liail  no  earthly  right  t(>  aoe  that  note, 
but  Ihcn  I  said  to  myself  he  might  Just  as  well  have  shown  it  to  me,  for 
he  knows  I  wimlil  have  enjoyed  rca.iing  it.     .     .     . 

Vou  write  very  sensibly  about  the  speak ui-Rlii|>.  l)o  not  imagine  that 
I  am  unduly  e.xeit^id  alMUt  it,  or  that  I  desiiv;  it  with  an  intensity  whieh 
leaves  me  unpi'epared  for  faihu'e  aiid  its  eonseijuent  <lisappointment  and 
I'liagiin.  I  have  measuii'd  the  whole  matter  calmly,  logically,  and  phil- 
i)si)phically.     I  mean  to  win  if  T  can  fairly  and  honorably.     If  I  cannot. 
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February  11,  1869. 
Tour  search  in  the  papers  for  the  sayings  and  doings  of  Mr.  Blaine,  of 
Maine,  will  have  meagre  reward  this  winter — for,  by  a  wise  care  or  caution 
or  cunning  or  cowardice,  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Blaine,  of 
Maine,  are  taking  just  as  little  pail;  as  possible  in  the  current  business  of 
legislation;  not  exactly  dodging,  for  that  would  be  too  mean,  but  avoid- 
ing very  carefully  the  trampling  on  other  people's  corns  —  a  good  deal  of 
which  I  have  done  in  this  hall  during  the  last  half-dozen  years. 

What  a  very  sad  death  that  of  Mrs. .    And  what  a  sad  sort  of  life  to 

look  back  on.  A  married  life  that  has  so  much  that  is  necessarily  painful  in 
it  as  hers  must  have  had,  is  to  me  the  blankest  and  hardest  form  of  human 
woe.  For  it  is  so  ordained  that  all  those  relations  best  calculated  to  confer 
happiness  have  in  them  the  largest  capacity  for  suffering.  Weighed  down 
almost  continuously  with  the  •*pnraal  sorrow  of  her  sex,"  burdened  with 
the  care  of  a  family,  constantly  outgrowing  her  powers  and  resources,  her 
sympathy  drawn  upon  if  not  exhausted  by  an  invalid  husband ;  her  fate, 
to  my  observation  and  appreciation,  was  the  very  acme  and  essence  of 
domestic  misery.  But  all  these  sufferings  liavc  their  compensation.  1  am 
a  firm  believer  in  the  doctrine  that  suflfering  here  is  to  be  can*ied  to  our 
account  on  the  credit  side  in  balancing  the  T^edger  of  Eteniity.  Dickens' 
sermon  on  the  death  of  the  Chancery  prisoner  was  always  to  me  one  of  the 
most  toucliing  passages  in  his  writings.     .     .     . 

In  June,  1867,  I  stood  on  the  si)ot  where  this  scene  is  laid,  and  it  came 
upon  me  with  the  rush  of  reality,  far  more  than  when  viewing  the  local- 
ities of  actual  tragic  occun*eiices  of  life,  such  as  the  Tower  of  London  or 
the  Field  of  Waterloo.  I  realized  at  that  moment  the  creative  power  of 
Dickens  as  never  before,  —  and  T  say  this  not  liking  him,  — indeed,  having 
a  sort  of  distaste  for  the  man  as  separated  from  the  author.  But  there  is 
one  thing  in  regard  to  which  I  have  always  done  him  injustice,  and  I  hasten 
to  offer  my  apology  through  you.  It  appears  after  all,  that  the  Chicago 
woman,  who  lately  destroyed  herself,  was  not  his  brother's  wife,  but 
merely  his  partner  in  crime;  that  the  actual  lawful  wife  or  widow  has 
always  been  in  £ngland,  and  tenderly  cared  for  by  Dickens.  This  ought 
to  have  been  told  before,  and  Dickens  may  have  been  restrained  from  the 
explanation  by  a  desire  not  to  uncover  the  skeletons  of  his  liousehold,  and 
still  more  by  a  chivalrous  reluctance  to  expose  and  farther  degrade  an 
erring  and  lost  woman.  Having  ivccepted  the  version  of  the  story  as  given 
by  the  Chicago  papei*s,  I  had  laid  up  a  heavy  charge  against  him,  which  I 
now  deliberately  retract.  If,  in  your  judgment,  it  would  be  wise  and  projx'r 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Dickens  with  my  ** change  of  heart"  on  this  subject,  you 
can  give  the  pertinent  hint  to  your  friend,  Mr.  F.  Through  this  channel  it 
would  doubtiess  reach  Mr.  Dickens  by  the  earliest  trans- Atlantic  mail,  if  not 
by  cable  despatch.  Probably,  however,  the  apology  would  create  a  more 
profound  sensation  in  England  if  I  should  wait  till  I  am  elected  Speaker 
of  the  House.  But  then  if  I  shouhl  not  be  elected  Speaker !  Why,  what 
then?  Dickens  might  have  to  die  without  the  subliiue  satisfaction  of 
ruadin;'  niv  rclraxU. 


BlntlRAPHV    ' 


From  Mr.  Rltiitie  to  a  friGiid  wliu  liwl  oIiiLrnotGrized  one  of 
his  lettera  as  "  jiist  a  scruwl,  with  an  umbrella  hnntUe,  uu  an 
acre  of  white  piiiier": 

IlllLSK    ()»■    KKnie.'lEKTATITBS, 

^VAsiiiNaTiiN.  D.C;.,  Muvh,  ir<«9. 
Ynii  (Mmplaiii  in  nn  niuImuouii  mkI  nmbn^reiiun  nuuiDnr  that  I  sprawl  my 
writing  out  U>  such  a  degriw  tli&t  yua  itw  ulienteil  by  tlie  Kppmvnuii-d  of  ■ 
letter  on  Uin  oiiteido.  Ihnt  rnAlIy  conMln:*  nothing  witliiii ;  now.  to  pmibh 
j-oii  for  this  slar  atid  ponWmpt  of  my  procious  epistltw.  1  hnvn  n  grrM  mind 
to  aend  yon  ititoen  thoMa  writton  Just  an  tilnso  m  this,  no  u  lu  weary 
yoitr  hnun  and  (li«lro,\  your  ^^yMlght,  an  a  pmpflr  punithnmnt  (or  the  di»- 
rospwt.  and  contMmoly  thai  yon  hav<i  mo  gratuitously  liHtpei]  upou  oie. 
[ndond.  I  wonlil  -urely  du  It  iVHrt-  H  not  that  in  thu  pnxMiss  I  slionld  tw  pnn- 
Ishenl  aA  severely  im  ypii  wnuM  be ;  for  of  all  Uie  oomblDed  mental  and 
physical  prtKMiaics  I(i  prodiu-'c  an  ncitiuy  of  agony,  Rommnnd  ran  lo  this 
"  cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined  '  style  of  penmauahfp.  It  not  only  I'nunpii 
my  hand  and  bi^nnmtis  my  fingers,  but  it  freoxeK  my^  blood  and  paralyzM 
my  brain  and  reduoes  me  to  a  Mndttlon  Iwrdering  on  spiritual  despair.  I 
am  sure  that  one  of  thr  ouuupations  of  lost  souls  doninod  to  et«riial  punish- 
ment must  lie  the  copying  of  Jonathan  Edwards'  sermons  forevnr  and  for- 
ever in  jnst  snch  hnndnrriling  as  I  am  now  joyfully  intlirtingun  you.  Whit 
a  delightful  ttirlure  il  must  be  U>  the  hopolusiily  lont  to  eontJnually  tno- 
soribe  In  this  choice  uhirography  tbo  s}>edal  uauMO,  the  gaaensl  gianndib  | 
and  the  absolntp  justice  of  thuir  damnation:  and  what  euhlime  e^irity 
there  would  he  in  giving  yon  a  li'in|)orary  i)urgatorial  experience   of  this 


fate,  in  compelling  yoi 
slight  tasle  of  it  to  you 
writing,  and  make  yn 
sprawling  proolivitjefl. 
ing  if  not  "  sprawling, 
by  bad  a-ssociation  and 
ing  of  God,  or  its  ahsimce,  •• 

From  iin  Aiulovcr  i'nil 

,     .     .     Mr.*.  M.  hns  (or 
much  pressed,  and  did   so 
respecting  your  son,  founded 
on  mo  when  I  saw  him  at  your  home 
induced  her  to  change  her  mind. 


to  read  the  iraiiscHptions.  I  am  administrring  s 
.  nnil  I  shall  sicken  you,  I  am  sure,  of  this  type  of 
[I  cry  iilonil  in  agony  for  another  display  of  iny 
riuasi;  rcmi'mlicr  timt  in  letter-wntitig  1  am  noth- 
'  My  edu<'alion  in  that  respect  was  once  good,  but 
evil  pnw-tice  it  has  come  to  naught,  and  by  the  bless- 
ice,  ••  I  am  what  I  am." 


!HSiir  to  Mr.  Blaine: 

March  28,  1869. 

onu*  timt!  declined  ttiking  boarders,  though 

1  the  present  iri.stancc;  but  my   assurance 

n  the  ]dcasnnt  impression   he  made 

' )  Augusta  and  again  last  spring, 


From  Mr.  Blaiiiti,  (■nclosiiig  thu  former; 
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have  secured  a  very  sale  and  excellent  place  in  this  regard.  He  has 
certainly  taken  great  pains  and  put  himself  to  much  trouble  to  accom- 
modate me. 

It  is  noticeable  and  notable  that  his  letter  is  written  on  Sunday.     Ando- 
ver  is  liberal. 

From  Mr.  Blaiue : 

In  that  same  file  of  the  **  Kennebec  Journal  ^^  in  which  I  hunted  up  the 
Manchester  romance  of  the  Swedish  girl,  I  found  the  accompanying  para- 
graph, which  conclusively  establishes  the  date.  Yoii  must  have  come  up  to 
Augusta  on  Thursday,  August  23.  Next  day,  Friday,  you  returned  to  Rath 
by  steamer,  and  went  thence  home  by  rail  on  Saturday,  August  25.  An- 
other trifling  fact  corroborates  Thursday  as  the  date  —  i.e.,  1  was  late  at 
tea  on  account  of  its  being  publication  day,  and  thus  by  my  industry  in 
my  business  I  was  cheated  out  of  more  than  half  your  call.  Who  knows 
but  that  if  I  had  enjoyeil  the  other  half,  wo  sliould  not  have  been  compelled 
W)  wait  thirteen  years,  two  months,  six  days,  twcnty-oue  hours,  and  thirty- 
six  minutes  for  a  new  introduction  and  a  second  meeting  !  You  may  rely 
on  this  interval  being  stated  with  absolute  accuracy,  it  having  been  cal- 
culated with  laborious  care  after  the  most  diligent  comparison  of  almanacks 
and  the  closest  astronomical  observations,  the  **  reckoning  being  verified 
by  geometry  and  the  higher  mathematics."' 

July  22,  1869. 
How  sad  and  heavy  our  hearts  were  eight  years  ago  to-day.  We  were 
just  having  our  eyes  opened  to  the  magnitude  of  the  war  under  the  keen 
ang^uish  of  our  first  defeat.  The  first  shock  of  that  defeat  was  the  moment 
of  deepest  grief  I  ever  felt  in  my  life.  The  reaction,  of  course,  canio 
promptly,  but  not  until  my  very  soul  was  harrowed  with  agony  unspeak- 
able. I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  been  the  same  man  since ;  perhaps  I  am 
a  better  man  than  I  was  before,  but  no  stroke  so  stunning  could  ever  be 
entirely  recovered  from.  I  felt  as  one  whoso  treasure  and  honor  and  life 
were  at  stake.     .     .     . 

From  the  courage  I  gained  on  the  reaction,  I  never  once  afterwards  de- 
spaired or  grew  faint.  The  awful  magnitude  of  later  battles,  the  terrible 
carnage,  the  costly  sacrifices  never  had  in  them  the  feai-ful  omens  of  that 
trifling  fight  and  gigantic  defeat  at  Bull  Run. 

Elizabeth,  Penn.,  .SOth  July,  1869. 

I  write  you  from  a  house  of  mourning,  though  my  dear  mother,  with  a 
fortitude  which  I  could  not  have  anticipated,  bears  the  burden  of  her 
great  sorrow  with  pious  resignation.  Indeed,  the  very  magnitude  of  the 
affliction  seems  to  have  given  her  the  nerve  and  Christian  courage  to 
endure  it. 

My  dear  sister  died  at  three  o^clock  on  Monday  morning.  She  was  taken 
very  suddenly  and  alarmingly  ill  on  Saturday  night,  and  all  day  Sunday 
she  was  sinking —  was  in  a  state  of  great  debility,  though  not  suffering  any 
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acule  pain.  Slit<  wks  in  entire  poMes«'ion  «{  her  fwiilties,  but  spoki;  liUlc 
|>Bying  (itlenLiou.  hovruvcr.  Ui  ftll  tbnl  ivns  goiug  I'li  uround  her.  Sb«  <ri» 
(iprfet^lly  t-onscioun  tJinl  hov  lime  mi  onrtli  was  w  !«■  measured  by  houn" 
')n1j-,  ant)  mrly  in  Dip  ftAenuKkn  oho  oiprossod  a  doaim  to  receive  the  Iwi 
.'•AL-nununt  of  bt-r  olmreh  — the  extrrmt  utKiian  which  the  Cfttholics  b»se  on 
lliat  vnrae  in  St,  Jtunpa.  "Is  any  hicIi  nmongyoii?  Let  him  tall  for  iho 
i.'lckTs  I'f  thn  Cliuroh  ;  biuI  Itit  Oipui  pray  over  liim,  anointing  him  with  ni! 
ill  th"  natiio  "f  tho  I»ril  "  After  the  i-proroony  wa*  concluded  she  seeroeil 
to  revive  for  iiti  lioiir  or  two,  but  at  nightfall  she  grew  painfully  wotw. 
Ai  midnight  she  wiM  thai  her  hour  wan  nigh,  and  desired  that  the  "  Lilnrgj 
iif  the  Cliuttih  for  the  Dying  "  might  be  read  while  she  was  yet  able  to  fol- 
low it.  It  wag  at  onoe  done,  and  Ow-  two  physicians  in  attendaTiee  —  both 
Prote^ibuitn —  I'l'ggi'd  that  Ihey  might  lie  allowed  to  remain  and  join  in  Uir 
rmponiwH.     Many  parts  of  Ihie  liturgy  nre  very  impres^vi*  t 

'•  Receive  thy  servant,  O  lyonl.  into  that  place  where  she  niay  hope  for 
xnlvnlian  from  tliy  mercy. 

"  Deliver,  O  I^)rd.  thp  soul  of  thy  "eriHnl  a.*  thou  did«  deliver  Enorh 
and  F.lias  from  the  mimmim  deiOh  of  this  world. 

"  Deliver.  O  Ix>ni.  the  soul  of  tJiy  servant  as  Ihnn  didwt  deliver  Isaac  ftvm 
licing  siu;rifi<MHl  liy  liis  (ntlx-r. 

'■  Through  thy  nativity,  deliver  her,  O  l^rd ! 

"  Through  diy  nrmn  anil  pnaaion,  deliver  her,  O  I.x>rd  ! 

■■  Througli  thy  deatli  and  biiria),  datirer  her.  O  Lord  1 

"  Through  tlij'  gloriouK  rvsurmitiun,  deliver  her,  O  I^iord ! 

"  Through  thy  adnrab1i<  anconsinii,  deliver  lior,  tl  Lord ! 

"Throiifjh  Ihi'  r^m-v  of  ilic.>  il-ilv  (iliost.  ilie  romfortcr,  dcliv<<r  her,n 
l^.ni !  " 

1  might  copy  miifh  nioiv,  but  thin  Uiilc,  rieleuted  at  random,  will  ahoT 
yon  Ihi-  iin|ircs,-iive  isolcninily  lioth  of  the  thuugbt  and  the  diction.  Roallv 
all  lliul  is  Ix'iiutiful  in  the  Kpis<-iipal  Mortice  is  borrowed  bodily  from  th« 
fatholic  riiuiil. 

Parts  of  the  liturgy  wen!  iiipeiili'd  st  itit«n-iils  for  Iwo  hours  or  iiion>. 
and  II  fi'w  miiiiiti's  licfoi'c  tliice  o'clock  slie  di'oppcd  off  into  a  sweet  ani! 
irifiinl-liki;  nhimbiT,  mid  in  a  short  time  ceased  tfl  bi'oUhe,  —  without  a 
struggle  or  a  single  e\hibili"M  of  pain,  —  peitcefully  (tassing  to  her  reward. 

If  ev,T  a  sinless  life  was  liveil.  slio  liveii  it.  If  "ever  a  soul  went  beforti 
ils  Sriiker  pun'  and  white  and  s|>otlesK,  that  soul  was  hers! 

She  left  most  nflectionato  and  alTeeting  messages  to  all  her  near  rvlatires. 
and  ahr  wished  it  to  be  told  to  me  that  she  "  had  always  lovetl  me  mare 
ilevoteilly  than  any  one  else  in  the  world  except  lua ; "  and  she  added. 
among  the  last  things  she  <'vcr  said,  *'  Tell  him  from  mc  to  be  very  mindful 
of  his  soul's  siilvalion  "  —  spoiiking  in  the  somewhat  quaint,  strong  phrasa 
lli:it  wa"  Lialiiiiil  lo  her  tongue.  Her  funeral  was  on  tlio  afternoon  of  Taes- 
it.iy.      II   wii-  alUniled  li1,.r!illy  by  ii  vast  nmltitmle.     The  s 
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which  in  life  would  have  been  most  distasteful  to  her  modesty  and  hu- 
mility, but  over  the  grave  and  in  the  presence  of  death  there  was  nothing 
to  restrain  it  or  forbid  it. 

Between  the  good  and  the  pure  there  is  a  link  of  interest  and  identity 
which  binds  them  together  on  both  sides  of  the  grave.  She  was  lovely  to 
all  who  loved  purity  and  piety.  No  fear  of  death  darkened  her  last  hour 
—  her  mind  was  unclouded,  her  heart  undaunted,  her  hope  sure,  her  faith 
steadfast.  She  fills  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of  those  who  are  redeemed 
from  the  earth,  who  stand  without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God,  who 
share  the  last  mighty  victories  of  the  Lamb,  who  are  called  and  chosen 
and  faithful. 
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XL 


THE  SPEAKER. 

TTPON  his  election  to  the  speakership,  Mr.  Blaine  bought  a 
^  house  and  established  a  home  in  Washington. 

It  wiis  a  glorious  era  of  intellectual  and  national  life,  the 
beginning  of  a  happier  time.  Tlie  country  had  not  yet  wholly 
lost  the  first  rapture  of  slavery  abolished,  of  peace  renewed  and 
assured,  of  advanced  and  advancing  reconstruction.  The  irri- 
tations and  exasperations  of  Mr.  Johnson's  presidency  had  no 
place  under  the  administration  of  the  great  generaL  The 
leaders  of  the  war  were  the  leaders  in  peace.  Congress,  army, 
and  navy  abounded  in  them,  and  one  saw  on  every  dinner-card 
names  still  aglow  with  the  heroism,  the  patriotism,  the  self- 
possession  and  self-tfuiTender  which  have  lit  up  the  long,  sad 
story  of  humanity,  which  have  \dtalized  history,  constituted 
poetry,  created  civilization. 

To  the  new  Washington,  the  centre  of  the  new  nation,  every- 
thing came.  The  new  life  was  represented  in  every  phase  of  its 
beauty  and  brilliancy,  its  intellectual  impulse,  and  its  moral 
activity. 

The  Speaker's  house  would  naturally  Ihj  a  house  of  much 
resort.  With  his  family  alK)ut  him,  Mr.  Blaine  was  always 
happy,  and  that  happiness  left  him  free  to  seek  and  to  give 
pleasure.  His  modest  means  were  ample  for  a  generous  and 
refined,  but  never  ostentatious  hospitidity,  which  indeed  his 
taste,  if  not  his  [)urse,  would  have  forbidden.  He  had  never 
wealth  for  the  demands  of  extravagance.  The  luxury  which 
is  a  necessity  lie  had  never  lacked.  The  nui-sery  was  at  the 
top  of  the  house,  and  was  the  one  place  in  it  which  the  children 
disdained  even  to  visit.  His  library  was  l)etween  the  dining- 
room  and  the  drawing-room,  his  writing-room  was  at  every  one's 
writing-desk,  whei*e    he  was   a   great  disturbance   and  a  still 
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greater  delight.  No  child's  frolic,  no  talk  of  friends,  annoyed 
him.  His  power  of  abstraction  was  illimitable,  and  he  could 
always  be  interrupted  with  impunity.  The  world  of  his  thought 
builded  its  own  walls  and  closed  its  own  gates  and  did  not  fear 
incursion.  There  was  but  one  imperative  and  external  law  of 
his  life  —  to  l)e  in  the  Speaker's  chair  at  12  M.  As  often  as 
possible  he  walked  thither  —  a  mile  or  more  —  from  his  house 
on  Fifteenth  street,  accompanied  by  as  many  meml)^^  of  his 
family  as  chose  to  go,  or  chanced  to  be  at  leisure.  He  declared 
that  any  proposal  of  his  for  walk,  or  drive,  or  concert,  or  theatre, 
or  any  other  outing  was  always  a  signal  for  town-meeting.  If 
the  Congressional  debates  were  interesting,  his  companions 
stayed  to  listen,  and  an  informal  luncheon  in  the  Speaker's  parlor, 
with  a  friend  or  two  from  the  House,  or  from  the  giillery,  was 
a  separate  attraction  and  an  agreeable  realization. 

On  the  one  side  of  Mr.  Blaine  lived  Governor  Buckingham, 
then  Senator  from  Connecticut,  a  churchman  without  pretence, 
a  total-abstinence  man  who  shunned  all  notoriety  from  it,  a 
knight  without  fear  and  without  reproach,  a  serious  man  with 
full  appreciation  of  humor,  and  al)ounding  in  unobtrusive  good 
works.  On  the  other  side  was  (xovernor  Swann,  handsome, 
hospitable,  and  luxurious,  a  Democratic  member  of  Congress 
from  Maryland,  but  knowing  no  North  or  Soutli  in  social 
amenities.  Beyond  Governor  Swann,  in  the  comer  house,  Hon. 
Fernando  Wood,  of  New  York,  also  a  Democmt,  was  an  equally 
courteous,  friendly,  and  in^eproacliable  neiglibor.  Opposite  lived 
Secretary  Fish,  i*uling  his  diplomatic  world  with  iron  hand  and 
velvet  glove,  —  himself  ruled  in  all  things  lovely  and  of  good 
report  by  the  serene  and  stately  lady,  his  wife,  greatly,  but 
never  too  greatly,  praised  for  the  dignity,  the  elegance,  the  un- 
tiring assiduity  with  which  she  discharged  the  duties  of  her 
position. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Blaine's  childhood  lielped  to  make  tlie 
atmosphere  home-like.  The  Hugh  and  U'om  Ewing  of  his  boy- 
ish comradeship  had  gone  from  the  army  to  l)ecome,  in  time,  one 
minister  to  Belgium,  one  a  lawyer  in  Washington,  aftenvards 
member  of  Congress.  Their  sister  Ellen,  wife  of  Geneml 
Sherman,  was  living  in  the  house  on  I  street,  that  had  been 
given  first  to  General  Grant  and  then  to  General  Sherman; 
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and  the  father.  Hon.  Thomiw  Ewiog.  pataed  the  tiiiiiqiiil  even- 
ing of  bin  years  and  hnnore  snnietimeB  with  one  child.  wnuetimM 
with  another.  Younger  members  of  all  thew  liouMt-x  were 
naturally  gathered  in  Waxhiiigton,  and  Mr.  Blaine  had  the  hajr- 
jiinDWi  in  his  new  home  of  finding  hinwelf  in  tha  midst  nf  clonfett 
frit-ndK  and  kin  of  Iiik  old  horaux. 

Walker  and  Kmmonii  were  at  school  at  Andover.  Mr. 
lllmnc'M  letters  to  his  absent  children  were  not  long  or  ovei^ 
freiinetil.  A  word  of  family  new«,  a  word  of  jxibtie  aSain. 
alwaj-H  a  word  of  alMiunding  hive,  often  a  word  of  tender  and 
sometimes  of  urgent  advice,  occasionHlly  a  duUcate  word  of 
religions  Hiif^stiun  ;  hut  detiiils  wcrr  U^ft  to  a  pen  that  ncri-r 
failed  them.  The  Iwys  were  generally  in  such  a  hwrry  lo  get 
home  that  whichever  wan  dismissed  first  on  vacation  shot 
iKinu-  like  an  aniiw  fntin  the  Ixtw,  without  waiting  for  the 
other.  Once  it  was  Kmmons  whose  excellent  rejMirt  hail 
jirecedcd  him.  and  whose  way.  therefore,  was  unclouded.  But 
Wiilker'H  ivjiort  had  aoeomiuinird  his  hnither's,  and  Walker'x 
standing  was  nothing  to  ojieiik  of.  Dr.  Taylor,  the  head  of  the 
school,  avenvd  that  Walker  could  tuke  any  ruik  he  choea,  bat  ^ 
that  he  had  not  studied  at  nil.  EmninnH  tried  continuously  ' 
to  soften  matters  for  Walker  l>efoi-e  his  arrival,  hut  an  irat* 
father  was  not  to  K-  njijiea.seil  till  the  miserable  but  happv 
Ixiy,  Iwrely  ini*iile  the  threshold,  had  i>romised  to  do  his  best  the 
next  term ;  and  tlie  storm  having  burst  in  one  minute,  in  two 
minutes  the  sun  wiis  sliiniiig  clear.  Stout,  tall  Emmpns  was 
sitting  in  his  father's  luji  with  his  long  legs  hanging  to  the  floor, 
while  bigger  and  taller  Walker  was  sitting  close  to  his  father, 
resting  bis  two  ellxiws  on  his  two  knees,  liending  forward  in  his 
eagerness  to  losciiii  wiinlof  his  father's  talk  with  a  group  of  men 
who  had  calleil  on  some  business  errand.  i>erfectly  content  simptj 
to  l)e  at  hi  line,  taking  tlie  liveliest  shai-e  in  the  conversation  with- 
out uttering  a  word,  and  drinking  in  knowledge  at  eve^^•po^eia 
sjiite  of  his  (iisgrjiceful  report.  Mr.  Blaine  was  never  hrilliant  in 
luihy-lori',  although  tlie  children's  st«rj--teller  found  no  more 
interestctl  listener;  but  whenever  his  children  asked  bim  anintel- 
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himself  for  anytliing.  He  was  an  inexhaustible  source  of  infor- 
mation and  inspiration.  His  best  talk  was  as  free  at  his  own 
breakfast-table  as  to  a  listening  constituency.  His  best  thought 
was  at  the  service  of  his  own  family,  and  he  was  never  more 
direct,  more  rich  in  illustration,  more  earnest,  eloquent,  and 
luminous  than  when  he  was  expounding  a  policy,  or  shaping 
a  measure,  or  explaining  a  point,  or  quoting  a  precedent,  or 
verifying  a  statement  to  this  select  audience  of  the  fireside, 
which  he  believed,  and  pronounced,  and  made,  the  happiest  fire- 
side in  the  world. 

Wlien  Emmons'  turn  for  admonition  came,  it  was  a  more 
serious  one.  His  father,  visiting  Andover  when  Walker  gra(hi- 
ated,  ha<l  thought  tlie  mock  programme  i>erformance  ratlier  silly, 
and  wondered  that  the  teachers  did  not  forbid  it.  The  next 
year  it  was  forbidden,  and  Emmons  was  suspended  for  l)eing 
connected  with  his  class  in  the  distribution  of  tlie  prohibited 
programmes.  Emmons',  however,  was  no  case  of  suspended 
animation,  and  l)efore  i)resenting  liimself  to  liis  fatlier  in  the 
chamcter  of  a  discarded  student,  lie  had  secured  board  in  Newton 
in  a  good  deacon's  family,  and  the  tutoi'ship  there  of  Mr.  Water- 
house,  who  had  been  the  i^emarkably  successful  high  school 
master  of  Augustii,  and  was  most  favorably  known  to  his 
father  and  mother.  It  may  be  mentioned,  however,  that  Emmons 
entered  Harvard  after  two  years  at  Newtcm,  much  better  pre- 
pared than  Walker,  who  had  gone  through  the  whole  prepara- 
tory course   at  Andover. 

In  all  parliamentary  and  administrative  questions,  Mr. 
Blaine's  skill  and  power  were  quickly  recognized.  The  busi- 
ness of  Congress,  in  his  \dew,  was  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
country  by  furthering  wise  legislation,  and  preventing  unwise 
legislation  ;  the  Speaker,  fi-om  his  central  position,  was  especially 
empowered  to  secure  such  a  result  by  an  impartial  and  inflexible 
administration  of  parliamentar}-  law  —  the  highest  embodiment 
of  wisdom  from  the  experience  of  genemtions.  His  decisions 
were  instantaneous  and  authoritative.  Sometimes  they  made 
against  the  object  of  the  hour  and  of  the  paity.  Though 
always  founded  on  principle,  and  often  foitified  by  precedent, 
he  seldom  argued  the  one  or  quoted  the  other,  but  carried  con- 
viction by  the  clearness  of  his  statement,  the  prom[)tnes8  of  his 
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ruling,  and  the  unwavering  definiteness  of  liis  owu  cotiviction, 
Hu  riiliHl,  but  it  wiu)  H  rulu  wiill-Wtiipereil  tint!  flexible  to  tlie  law 
cif  right,  nevnr  varying  iu  principle,  ever  varying  in  application. 
At.  ho  presided  not  over  a  Home  of  subjects,  but  iu  a  House  of 
I'wra,  and  ])eere  wlio  wore  i>ftt'ii  intensely  concerned  in  tin- 
theme  under  debate,  thiiigx  did  not  always  run  smootlih- 
In  the  heat  of  lontest  sharp  words  were  Mometinies  spoken,  and 
men  who  were  ruled  to  their  neati*  when  ihey  were  eager  to  be 
on  the  floor  i-eseiited  the  authority  againat  whiuh  they  did  not 
reliel.  Hut  the  resenting  mood  was  followe<l  by  the  consenting 
mood  of  unliuer  momeutM,  and  exafpemtioii  yielded  to  reason 
or  diaaolved  in  a  jest, — alt  the  more  easily  Iiecause  the  S|)eaker 
did  not  arrogate  absolute  i>ower. 

"  While  tlie  Cluur  does  not  poasibly  see  how  there  can  be  any 
difference  of  ojiinion,  the  f 'hair  does  not  desire  to  extend  al»k)- 
luto  decision  without  the  right  of  MpjKial." 

"  It  would  put  the  Cliair  in  an  einhan-asning  [XMition  to  say 
tliat  his  judgment  shall  alisolutely  lie  taken  without  appeal, 
although  it  is  not  possible  for  liim  to  iwe  in  this  case  any  ground 
for  difference  of  opinion." 

"  As  gentlemen  have  expi'essed  some  diasatisfaction  with 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  he  will  only  say  that  if  the  motion  for  a 
suai»ensioii  of  the  rules  could  be  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Arkansiis,  in  order  to  i>ennit  him  to  sjjeak  on  this  question,  a 
suspension  of  the  i-ules  would l>e  in  order  to  allowthesame  privi- 
lege to  every  otiicr  member  of  the  House." 

"  Mr.  BuTLEit.  — -Why  not,  if  the  House  desires  it  ? 

"Tlie  SpKAiiKit.  — Simply  lieciuise  the  House  <loes  not  wish  to 
commit  an  alisurdity  after  having  seconded  the  previous  question 
and  oiilered  the  maiu  ijuestion.  Itwimld  put  it  in  the  jiower  of 
one  man  to  iletiiiii  the  House  here  until  noon,  on  Thursday 
next  [the  end  of  the  session],  by  moving  to  susjwnd  the  mles 
that  each  iiieml)er  of  tlu;  House  should  have  the  right  to  speak. 
It  would,  of  ciiui-se,  W  the  greatest  ulmirdity." 

Niitui-.iUy  it  would  require  siuiie  courage  to  take  im  appeal  in 
face  of  this  calm  eoufidenue, 

icmlier  having  quoted  the  Sjieaker'a  past  decision  against 
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accurately  he  made  the  distinction  in  that  decision.  It  is  pre- 
cisely what  he  would  reaffirm  at  this  moment.  .  .  .  The 
two  bills  were  entirely  different  in  8coi)e  and  purpose.  .  .  . 
This  bill  may  involve  an  expenditure,  but  does  not  requii*e  it. 
The  distinction  is  very  wide.' 

"  I  withdraw  my  motion.' 

"  So  the  Chair  understands." 

Wearied  with  all-niglit  sessions,  a  member  plaintively  asked 
that  absentees  might  be  sent  for.  Mr.  Blaine,  whose  physical 
endurance  seemed  insurmountable,  and  who  presided  after  an 
all-night  session  with  as  much  dexterity  and  decision  as  at  its 
morning  commencement,  replied  that  the  House  would  not  have 
a  particle  more  power  than  it  had  at  that  moment,  since  a 
quorum  was  already  present.  Tlie  poor  gentleman  insisted  that 
a  call  could  be  made.  Mr.  Blaine  gently  insinuated  that  there 
should  be-  some  reason  for  the  call. 

To  the  suffering  member  it  appeared  reason  enough  that 
"  when  it  .is  now  a  question  of  endui-ance,  and  those  who  are 
here  are  suffering  all  the  inconvenience  of  attending  tliis  long 
session  of  the  House,  is  it  not  right  that  those  who  have  gone 
home  to  bed  should  be  brought  here  under  the  call  ?  " 

"  That  would  not  make  the  endurance  of  those  who  are  here 
a  particle  less." 

"The  House  has  the  right  to  send  for  absentees." 

"  If  the  gentleman  got  the  House  of  Representatives  to  en- 
force that,  it  would  never  do  anything  else." 

Although  acting  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  Mr.  Blaine  never 
forgot,  and  never  allowed  the  House  to  forget,  that  lie  was  a 
member  of  Congress  from  the  Third  District  in  Maine,  and  that 
he  rejtained  all  his  rights  and  especially  the  right  to  discharge  all 
his  duties  as  a  Representative.  When  General  Butler,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, endeavored  to  make  a  point  that  in  shaping  a  resolution 
and  securing  its  adoption  at  a  Republican  caucus,  the  Speaker 
had  committed  an  impropriety,  Mr.  IMaine  left  the  Speaker's 
chair  and  came  down  upon  the  floor  to  dissipate  the  assumption 
with  a  series  of  rapid,  verbal,  and  logical  onsets  whicli  that  very 
clever  and  belligerent  man  of  genius  was  more  accustomed  to 
assay  than  to  receive. 

When  a  Congressional  District  sent  a  prize-lighter  to  Congress 


mof.it.irnv  of  jamks  u.    rii.AtxK. 


it  was  a  scandal  tn  many,  not  mily  that  a  |irizr-tightcr  fihould  he 
Milt  to  CongrcM,  Imt  tliat  tlic  Speaker  should  treat  liiin  likv  i 
Congii;s«iiinii.  Rut  the  Speaker  miKwertil  that  Cou^^os  u-aa  t 
reprpBentative  Ixidv.  and  the  rijjht  iif  represeritatioii  was  a 
snored  right,  mid  not  only  ft  nacred,  Imt  a  oafe  right ;  tliMt  it  waa 
not  hin  duty,  but  would  be  ii  Hngmnt  violation  nf  duty  in  tb« 
S[>eaker  to  interpotie  liix  jnrnonality  Ijetwf^cii  a  member  and  hit 
constituents.  Morc'  timti  thia.  he  sent  fnr  th«  puj^tlixt  to  tha; 
Sjieakor's  parlor,  aei|imintfd  liimsflf  wijh  the  man'))  viewi^. 
with  his  wishfH,  with  his  wayn  of  thinking,  lu«  modes  of  action^ 
with  hiK  flHtH  »nd  hi»  mntu'^H,  m^quired  }m  I'onfidt^ncp,  and 
htfllied  him  in  uiimy  wayM,  ft  may  l*e  added  that  he  found  tin 
I'X-wHrriiir  vt-ry  TiicxIeHt  in  hin  Iv^xlative  anibitioits.  deairin^  only 
aH  quiet  and  inconNpicuonti  pooitions  m  jMntfiihlv,  mid  ninuiif 
Ui  imrftirm  his  dutiPH  witli  decency  and  lidelity. 

When  a  mendier  had  fallen  under  popular  diHfnvor  hy  rvaiHiii 
of  ('lutrgi-8  iigaiust  hi^  c:humi^t4?r,  the  HjN'Hker  was  widely  k- 
pmnched  liecnUHe  on  the  reitMxenililing  of  Congii'iKH  the  ofTeth 
«ivi>  mpml)er  ww  ivapjiointcd  to  the  Cliainnannhip  of  nn  iin* 
porUub  oomniithw.  Bui  Uit>  Speaker  ref«p<uided  that  it  waa  no 
|>arl  of  hiw  duty  tn  visit  ]>o|inlar  odium  upon  a  menilier  of  (W 
ffivss.  'I'lie  fjeiitlenian  in  question  had  not  been  oensureil 
l>y  ('(.rigivss,  lie  liiid  U-cii  .'Icitfd  liy  his  cnnHtituents,  and  the 
Spi-iikt-r  slioiild  strictly  n-^.inl  [lin'linmenbm'  law  and  official 
duty. 

On  tlif  iiLqH.riaiLt  Coiumlltee  nf  Ways  and  Means  there  was 
a  scriiius  "split."'  The  ('liiiirnian,  Mr,  Dawes,  was  a  mo<tentte 
l'i>jteL-ti'>iiist :  wi>  also  was  another  member.  Mr,  Roberts.  Two 
Kepublii'iiiis  wem  li iff] i-ta rift"  men  ;  thi-ee  Democratic  free-traders 
and  two  l<i\v-tiiriff  Hepublicans  constituted  a  majority  aud 
lirouglit  ill  a  very  low  tarifl'  bill,  which  tlie  f'hainnan  could 
not  sup|«jrt,  and  refused  to  ivport  tw  the  }Iouse.  No  one  of 
the  niajonty  wliii  had  foived  it  knew  enough  of  tariff  details 
to  iin<li-rtuke  its  maiiag.-inenl  in  tlie  Houhc.  The  Speaker 
was  justly  lield  iTS]niiisible  f<n'  the  composition  of  the  com- 
niittei',  and  was  criticised  as  having  formed  an  unwieldv 
V.V  lb.'  with.lnMMil  ..f 
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motion  which  he  received.  The  opinion  of  the  House  was 
fairly  represented  and  was  entitled  to  fair  representation  in 
the  committee.  The  result  justified  the  Speaker's  judgment. 
A  compromise  was  effected.  The  Cliairman  agreed  to  report 
the  bill,  reserving  right  to  state  to  the  House  his  disagreement 
with  certain  provisions  and  to  offer  amendments.  Aft^r  the 
subject  had  l)een  well  knocked  alx)ut  in  the  House  for  seveml 
weeks,  Judge  Kelly  offered  a  veiy  high  tariff  bill  as  a  substitute 
for  the  committee's  bill,  and  Mr.  Dawes  offered  by  way  of 
amendment  a  moderate  bill  as  a  sutetitute  for  Judge  Kelly's. 
The  low-tariff  men  joined  the  moderates  and  voted  for  the 
Dawes  bill,  then  the  high-tariff  men  turned  al>out  and  joined 
them,  and  thus  the  two  moderates  liad  their  way  at  hist.  Their 
bill  became  the  Tariff  law  of  1H72,  and  ''parliamentary  luck" 
turned  in  the  exact  direction  that  the  Speaker  wished  and 
designed. 

During  his  first  winter  in  tlu?  Speaker's  chair,  tlie  sale  of 
cadetships  was  pmveu  against  some  menilMM's  of  the  House,  and 
a  resolution  for  their  expulsion  being  exj_)ected,  the  House  was 
surprised  by  the  resignation  of  tlie  offending  member  whose 
ease  was  first  reac^hed.  Two  prominent  legislatoi*s,  one  an 
ex-Si)eaker,  objected  that  tht?  House  alone  had  the  right  to 
decide  when  one  of  its  members  ceased  t<)  be  a  Representative; 
but  the  Speaker  rule<l  against  them.  Leading  Republican 
newspapers,  friendly  to  Mr.  Blaine,  criticised  liis  jictioii  frankly, 
and  paying  full  tribute  to  his  liigh  pei-sonal  character,  and  his 
devotion  to  the  public  interest,  and  to  the  dignity  of  his  office, 
yet  maintained  that  by  allowing  a  member  to  resign  and  thus 
escape  expulsion,  he  liad  ma<le  a  false  ruling,  contradictory  to 
all  English  parliamentary  law  and  to  tlie  law  of  cimmion-sense, 
and  establishing  a  dangerous  j)recedent. 

But  the  Speaker  maintained  liis  ground  lM)th  by  precedent 
and  principle.  The  member  had  sent  liis  resignation  to  the 
Governor,  the  Governor  had  fonnally  aecepted  it,  and  a  notifi- 
cation to  this  effect  had  been  sent  to  the  SpeaktM-  the  day  before. 
By  the  unbroken  precedent  of  the  Hoase,  the  man  ceased  to  be 
a  member.  The  Speaker  could  not  suppress  oi*  withhold  the 
resignation.  But  that  the  House  might  have  ()i)portunity  to 
give  its  judgment,  the  Speaker  privately  requested  a  Re[mblican 
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member  to  apponl  from  the  SiR*iiker't*  decision.  He  did  so, 
though  publii-lj'  dialing  at  the  name  time  t)iat  he  agreed  with 
the  Chair.  A  r)einocnitic  member  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  en 
the  table,  wliith  vew  <loni-  almoHt  imniiiiriouRly,  and  thus  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Sjieaker  became  the  deciHioii  of  the  House,  Mr, 
JMaiiie  maiiituiiK^l  thiit  any  other  diH^ixion  would  not  only  bv 
unjuiiliaiiienUtry,  but  would  mil-ail  jjreat  etiibanawtmciit  and 
might  be  pmductive  of  great  injustire.  Resignation  being  un- 
known directly  to  the  British  Parliamvnt.  iind  only  to  be  practj- 
(!ftlly  w^cured  by  indireirtion,  that  body  oovdd  furnish  no  analogy, 
and  lie  pronouneed  itabnurtl  to  attempt  to  institute  a  parallel  nr 
even  to  deduce  an  inference  applicable  to  the  American  Congress, 

He  Hteaddy  maintained  and  uphidd  the  rights  of  the  minority. 
When  the  ti-ansformiition  of  the  minority  into  a  majority  wa* 
manifestly  and  rapidly  approaching,  he  refused  to  advocate  a 
legislative  change  which  would  bind  the  majority  by  new  and 
repi-essive  rules.  To  the  argument  that  the  ])enioetut»  wotiUt 
work  mischief  without  it  in  the  next  CougresB,  he  maintained 
that  a  majority  has  the  right  to  legislate,  and  the  nsHponaibility 
foe  legiaUtion  by  reaKOu  of  its  nuuieriiial  exijittence,  irre^Kc- 
live  of  it«  political  complexion,  and  that  no  legislation  can  be 
so  destructive  in  its  effectw  as  the  forcible  assumption  or  the 
forcible  piwention  of  legislation. 

His  manner  in  tlie  Cluiir  wiu-s  cntiiely  without  self-conscious- 
ness, yet  utterly  self-confident.  He  had  thorough  control  of  the 
situation.  He  was  never  perplexed  or  uncertain.  If  in  some 
temimntiy  alMence  or  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  House 
fell  into  confusion  and  be  «'as  summoned  from  the  dinner-table 
to  sti-.iighten  the  sniirl,  he  appeared  upon  the  scene  radiant, 
intent,  erect,  nijisterful.  and  (mler  evolved  itself  from  chaos. 

No  better  stJi;ie  ciiu  l>e  imagined  for  the  display  of  his  petson- 
iility.  The  vast  hull,  the  strung  men,  the  great  questions,  the 
intense  intere.st,  the  viiryinjr  purpases,  clashing,  combining  in 
stonny  de]«te.  —  iinnmg  it  all  imtl  above  it  all  he  stood,  an  em- 
liodied  ititelh'ct,  a  regnant  spirit.  —  vibnint,  electric,  compelling. 
One  coulil  nut  sav  willi  the  |K>et,  "his  body  thought,"  but  liU 
ulil.  li^riime  111.-  i.,Tf.-, 
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conscious  dignity  of  his  bearing,  by  the  force,  the  scope,  the 
completeness  of  his  control.  Recognizing  —  and  assuming  where 
he  did  not  recognize  —  that  all  men  were,  like  himself,  lojral  to 
the  reign  of  law  and  seeking  always  the  way  of  righteousness, 
which  is  rightness,  he  disentangled  the  law  and  developed  the 
right,  and  penetrated  the  consciousness  of  men.  Mr.  Holman  is 
reported  as  saying  that  Mr.  Blaine,  by  that  personal  quality 
which  gained  for  him  the  name  of  the  "  magnetic "  man,  con- 
vinced his  opponents  of  the  correctness  of  his  decisions  against 
their  own  judgment.  It  is  a  contradiction  in  terms,  yet  holds  a 
germ  of  truth.  "  His  winning  manner,"  **  his  irresistible  fasci- 
nation," was  the  proffered  and  pleased  disguise  under  which 
many  a  man  confessed  to  spiritual  illumination. 

Yet  no  man  was  less  averse  to  pleasantry  upon  occasion. 
Sometimes  when  the  House  was  too  noisy  or  had  failed  to  re- 
spect his  gavel,  he  would  fling  himself  into  the  chair  with  a 
fierceness  of  patience,  with  a  desperation  of  resolution  to  wait 
for  quietness  that  was  both  effective  and  amusing.  Monday 
being  private  Bill  day  the  proceedings  had  a  tendency  to  become 
turbulent.  A  sudden  declaration  by  the  Speaker  that  no  busi- 
ness would  be  transacted  until  order  was  restored,  and  that  the 
condition  of  the  House  on  two  preceding  Mondays  was  a 
scandal  to  legislation,  had  the  effect  of  producing  better  order 
for  at  least  one  day.  As  nothing  could  exceed  the  earnest- 
ness of  members  to  get  their  Bills  through,  so  nothing  could 
be  a  greater  inducement  to  order  than  a  suspension  of  all 
business  during  disorder. 

While  General  Garfield  and  (xeneral  Butler  were  acting  ajs 
tellers  in  a  long  and  fatiguing  session,  the  irrepressible  boy 
in  the  two  men  enlivened  the  monotony  by  interjecting  a  quasi- 
dialogue  into  the  proceedings : 

General  Butler.  —  I  want  gentlemen  to  vote  to  save  nearly 
a  million  dollars  to  the  treasury. 

General  Garfield.  —  I  object  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts discussing  the  question  while  acting  as  a  teller. 

General  Butler.  —  Read  the  rule  that  forbids  it. 

The  Speaker.  —  The  rule  of  common  propriety  forbids 
it. 


lilOGRAFIir    OF  JAMEfi 

A  iter  a  paime : 

Geiieml  BtTLEK.  —  Mr,  Speaker,  may  I  l)e  dwinisufd  at<  s 
teller? 

The  Spkakkk.  —  Dues  l\w  jiri'nrlciuitii  ilc.inaiul  a  fiirlJier 
count? 

riniieiiil  Hm.KB.  —  I  (km't  want  iliw  quosUou  to  be  decided 
without  a  quoniin. 

The  SpEAKEit.  —  That  is  what  the  Chair  ia  trying  to  get. 

Oeiieml  Btti-KR.  —  I  do  not  like  U>  see  a  great  wrong  of  this 
.sort  done  at  this  time  of  the  moi'ning. 

General  (iASyiELD.  —  I  object  to  a  teller  making  remarks 
on  the  question  which  in  being  voted  upon. 

(ierieral  Bhtlkr.  —  I  object  to  U^iiip  inl«iTiiptetl  by  my 
fellow-teller. 

Goiieral  Garfield.  —  1  riso  to  a  perpetual  point  of  order; 
that  tiic  gvntleinaii  Mhtmld  ttehavc  witJi  neemly  detxtucy  in  Uiie 
matter. 

Gvnoml  Bi^LBK.  —  Ptmloii  me:  it  is  a  vKTy  indecent  neiglh 
Iwr  I  have  jpil  lieR-  who  keqw  all  the  time  tAlking. 

Mr.  Spkkk.  —  I  nbje(!t  to  debate. 

The  SpRAKEit.  —  The  Chair  thinks  it  fair  to  let  the  tellere 
light  it  out 

"  Mr.  Kpuakcr,  piil  im-  rhiwri  fur  livi!  niiiiut«K ' "  called  Mr.  S. 
S.  Cox  when  a  doiten  wviv  fliiMteriug  iirouud  the  Speaker 
arranging  for  the  onler  of  the  duv. 

"  I  wi«h  I  could  keep  you  down  for  one  minute,"  wa«  tlie  very 
audible  notlo  voce  of  tlici  S]>eaker. 

It  is  Imrdly  too  muvh  to  siiy  that  his  authority  in  Congresn 
Iwtiami;  idnioMt  iilisolutc.  His  iniptriousness  was  seen  and  felt 
to  1m'  fnumh'd  on  undei>ttiiuding,  jiervaded  with  good-will. 
lightened  with  gin.d-huinor,  itnd  jiistilied  by  the  strength  and 
skill  with  wliich  hf  guided  the  important  business  of  the  counti^^ 
thi-ough  Ihf  legislative  liihyrinth,  luid  by  the  firmness  witli 
whieh  he  established  himself  in  the  confidence  and  regard  of 
till'  House.  Not  his  own  party  iiloiie.  hut  the  opposition  placed 
sii   inuuh   reliance   on  his   knowledge   of   the   law  and   on  the 
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tion,  and  no  appeal  against  his  decision  was  ever  sustained  by  the 
House.  When  the  minority  subsequently  became  the  majority, 
knotty  questions  were  often  refen*ed  to  him  privately,  and 
Democrats  who  on  the  floor  had  been  the  most  recalcitrant  to 
Mr.  Blaine's  rulings,  sometimes  took  the  precaution  of  fortifying 
themselves  for  imminent  battle  by  having  on  hand  a  parlia- 
mentary programme,  solicited  for  the  occasion  and  adapted  to 
itG  probable  course  by  the  Republican  ex-Speaker.  Both  jmrties 
agreed  with  equal  unanimity  in  congratulations  upon  his  taking 
the  chair,  in  regrets  at  liis  leaving  it,  and  in  thanks  for  the 
manner  of  his  incumbency. 

Mr.  Blaine  was  hardly  settled  in  the  speakerehip  before  the 
question  of  the  Senatorship  was  again  presented.  It  had  been 
agitated  two  years  before,  but  while  he  liad  looked  at  it  with  a 
certain  favor  and  had  carefully  observed  the  situation,  the  time 
had  not  seemed  to  him  proj)itious,  and  he  liad  decided  not  to 
encourage  the  movement.  In  the  spring  of  1870  another  decision 
was  required.  HLs  friends  in  Washington,  and  even  in  the 
public  press  of  the  countiy,  warnil}-  opposed,  in  the  public  inter- 
ests, the  contemplated  change.  "  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives," pi^otested  the  latter,  *'  needs  the  Ix^st  jxjssible  of  St)eakers 
to  keep  it  in  any-thing  like  order,  and  Mr.  Blauie  hius  shown 
himself  on  several  oi^casions  well  fitted  to  liold  tlie  reins."  He 
fully  enjoyed  his  position,  and  ius  fully  discerned  its  great  uiflu- 
ence  and  resi)onsibility.  He  feared  also  that  tlie  step  might  dis- 
appoint friends  to  wlioni  lie  wished  to  give  only  pleas lue,  and, 
teing  imuecessary,  might  seem  to  them  inconsiderate.  He  there- 
fore decided  against  it,  and  replied,  **  Fearing  my  candidacy 
would  tend  to  produce  discoixl  among  those  who  have  hitheilo 
been  friends  and  might  2x)ssibly  mar  the  harmony  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  Mahie,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  thus  early 
that  my  name  will  not  l)e  presented  to  the  next  Legislature  as 
a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate."  It  was  recog- 
nized that  this  withdi-awal  secured  the  election  of  Mr.  Morrill, 
who  held  Mr.  Blaine's  confidenc^e  and  received  his  cordial  suj>- 
port. 

Public  questions  of  home  and  foreign  relations  were  of  mani- 
fest vital  interest  from  the  veiy  oi>ening  of  General  Gmnt's 
administration.     By  the  spring  of  1870  all  the  States  were  back 
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in  the  Uriou,  and.  in  Mr.  I^-incoln's  quaint  phrnse,  *'  firnling 
themselvtw  once  ranre  at  home  it  iiiM>nir?(l  immiilfirial  to  inquire 
whether  they  had  c-vi-r  Ik^cii  «>>roail."  Reconstruction  was 
formally  cumplul^til  liiiriiip  thin  tirat  year,  and  the  Fourtfetilli 
and  Pift«eiilh  Amendment*  became  a  jiart  of  tluj  Constitution 
with  public  prochiraatiiHi  and  unutterahln  thimk»giving ;  hni 
Congrew*  irontinin^il  to  Ix*  urg<!nt  in  eimcting  kws  to  prottfl 
the  newly  guarantepd  rightn.  Ku>Klnx  Klana  were  still  odious 
to  the  North,  and  caqwl-liagp-in  t<i  the  South,  but  it  remained 
that  foury(!ar»  of  war  had  abolinhed  idnv<.*ry.  and  four  ypaw 
of  recoiwtructipn  had  rtiHtor^d  thi.-  Union,  and  not  a  dnip  of 
blood  had  been  shod  or  a  aingle  home  coniiscated  by  way  of 
Icgtil  iwriftUy.  Tb*-  annexation  of  San  Dominjto  w««  uanimtty 
desired  by  the  I'residt'nt,  but  he  could  not  bring  Congress  tr 
the  country  to  his  way  of  tiiinking:  while  Sonntor  Sumner 
opposed  it  with  unneeessaiy  beat.  The  British  (ioveninieiit,  in 
ita  own  defi-ncB.  had  pit-kud  up  and  proffered  the  arbitration  which 
it  luul  contemptuoiwly  thrown  down  wlmn  offvrud  by  tlie  Unitwi 
States,  an<i  wliich  Treflident  Grunt  liiwi  ([nietly  ]»ermitt«d  t«i  lie 
where  it  fell.  A  Joint  High  Conuniasion  in&  «ent  over  In,-  , 
England.  — ■  the  godsip  of  Wtwhington  said  in  ourh  a  hurr\-  thnl 
they  could  not  .'»top  for  tlieir  |>a)>ei's,  or  their  trunka,  but  made 
sure  of  getting  licre  themselves,  and  certitied  their  right  to  come, 
after\vanl'^.  Their  iiirivjil  ami  residence  in  Waslungton  in  the 
winter  of  1871,  together  witli  the  presence  of  the  American 
commiswion  appointed  to  meet  them,  made  a  pleasant  social 
feature  of  the  season  with  its  veiled  note  of  American  exulta- 
tion, thi-ougli  which  iiin  also  its  jar  of  diacoi-d  CHUsed  by  the 
deposition  of  Mr.  Sumner  fi-om  Iiis  cluiii-nianship  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foivigii  Relations.  Mr.  Sunnier  had  been  among  the 
tii-st  to  eoiidenin  tlie  attiliide  of  Knglaiid,  ami  it  seemed  only 
fitting  that  he  shoulil  assisi  at  its  cbange.  The  country  with 
regn't  saw  him  set  asiile  in  the  liour  of  victory,  a  regret  scarcely 
nioditied  by  the  ft-elintj  that  his  own  method;^  and  manners  had 
uuntribnted  somewhat  In  the  bitter  result. 

In  the  sprint;  "f   T*"l    -^l''-  Blaine's  mother  died.      From  her 
.■;,i]ic>t   ,lu-  uli.i,  -l,,-  ^^.,-  .,t  .rl„,nl   al     iMinmnslmro'.  and  «h<-ll 
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and  love  had  been  in  two  worlds.  She  was  a  Catholic  both  in  the 
ecclesiastical  and  the  etymological  sense  of  the  word.  Not  only 
her  close  alliance  to  Protestants,  but  all  the  instincts  of  her 
heart  made  her  liberal.  The  Protestant  Herrons,  of  Pittsburgh, 
were  akin  through  Alexander  Blaine,  and  the  Catholic  Tiemans, 
of  Pittsburgh,  were  akin  through  a  marriage  with  her  only  sister, 
and  when  her  eldest  boy  died  in  Pittsburgh,  while  she  was  on 
her  way  to  the  old  home  in  Brownsville,  Dr.  Francis  Herron, 
Presbyterian  minister,  and  old  Father  McGuire,  an  Irish  Cath- 
olic priest,  walked  together  at  the  head  of  the  procession  at 
the  child's  funeral. 

"  Ah,"  said  one  of  her  nieces  to  her,  "  if  all  Catholics  were 
only  like  you !  " 

**  My  dear,"  was  the  gentle  reply,  "  that  is  the  poorest  compli- 
ment you  can  pay  me." 

"  But,  dear  aunt,  you  are  so  charitable,  so  kind." 

"  That  is  my  religion ;  tliat  is  the  way  I  wish  to  recommend 
my  religion." 

But  though  suffused  with  the  religious  spirit,  she  was  not 
careless  in  observing  the  forms  of  her  own  faith.  Washington 
held  no  Catholic  church  at  the  time  of  her  removal  thereto,  and 
she  at  once  secured  the  services  of  the  Brownsville  priest  and  held 
such  public  worship  as  was  i)mcticable  in  her  own  house.  Her 
husband  was  a  Protestant,  but  he  had  been  well  trained  to 
public  spirit,  and  by  hereditaiy  liabit  shared  his  privileges  vnth 
his  neighbors.  When  his  father  came  to  Brownsville  he  found 
no  sufficient  facilities  for  the  education  of  his  children,  and 
therefore  sent  for  a  teacher  from  Philadelphia  to  his  own  liouse 
at  his  own  expense  ;  but  to  this  private  school-room  the  cliildren 
of  his  neighbors  were  warmly  welcomed,  and  shared  its  advan- 
tages with  his  own  children. 

Years  after  her  death  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  to  a  friend:  "'It  seems 
to  me  here  and  now  that  I  would  give  worlds  could  I  have  had 
a  single  parting  word.  The  last  message  my  mother  left  in  her 
conscious  moments  was  to  me,  the  hist  word  she  ever  uttered 
audibly  was  my  name,  after  her  intellect  was  clouded  with 
the  shadow  of  the  dark  valley.  She  was  the  most  loving, 
devoted,  and  affectionate  of  mothers,  and  my  love  for  her  was 
very  great." 
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Ill  tho  Kummer  of  1871  Walker  whm  Kent  tij  PHru  for  a  yeorV 
study.  Hift  fiitliur's  P.P.C.  i«  clmracteristic.  It  wa*  m  littlu 
manuscript  iKmk  kixiwii  only  t 
Wttlker's  itapero  after  Iiiw  ilwatli. 

Walkrk   Bums.    KP.C. 

AcG.  7,  1871, 
Htiw)  paga'4  ii  and  A  near  mid  of  liook  (iiicn  n  day  tluHog  your  vojvge. 

It  contained  amou^  other  thingtt  n]inuti>  direutjorin  for  tlut 
triji,  writk-n  fruin  memory  of  lii.s  own,  modUy  in  petinil  and  ia 
tlifl  im?gular  rliirojrnniliy  tf  tin-  nvilroR'l  tmin. 

If  yon  tlnii  an  ngi-oi^iiblit  travolUiig  wnipMiion  on  lb«  "Tripoli"  who 
wishes  le  land  ai  Qui^imtuwu  and  {irovotxl  uTerland  U>  Lomlon,  the  IcA- 
lowing  U  H  good  route :  Dolay  at  Cork  only  long  enough  to  go  uui  to 
Blnmoy  <'»i9tln,  fivi-  mllns  out  thi!  valley  of  thn  Lnn.  On  in  an  In«li 
jauD ting-oar.  Go  onf  rond  nnd  i-nme  bark  the  otber.  Then  take  nil  for 
Dublin.  If  yun  hUi;>  al  all  nn  tlii!  way,  lot  il  bn  for  a.  single  day  M  the 
Lakoa  of  Killamey.  Oao  day  in  Dublin  will  onablo  you  Id  iton  the  publiu 
building*  and  etiurvhei',  thi<  Ilunnix  park,  the  inonumont  to  Daniel 
O'Counell,  eti;.  From  l>ublin  to  Kingstown,  mouth  of  Liffpy,  nine  miles: 
thence  by  stoainer  U>  Holyliciul  im  tlii!  Island  of  Anglesea,  At  Holyhesil 
buy  a  ticket  in  early  uirinilii;r  train  for  Menai  station,  thirty-two  miles, 
near  faniuun  brid;,i!  cjvor  Menai  xti-ails ;  afler  seeing  the  bridge,  drive  lo 
Bangor  tlireu  miles  farther  on ;  see  old  eatliedral,  and  take  the  next  train 
to  Chester,  tifty-two  miles.  In  Chester  see  Uie  old  Konian  wall,  Uiu  old 
(■athe<1ral.  and  drive  out  to  Eaton  Hall,  the  famous  seat  of  the  Klarquis 
of  AVestminster.  I'rocui'f  tiekel  of  ndniissiou  in  the  town.  Yon  may  gel 
back  in  season  to  go  to  Itii-iningliain,  forty-eight  miles,  the  same  evening, 
via  Wolvesampton  and  the  *' Black  country";  if  not,  go  next  niornlng, 
At  Binnlnghani  there  is  nothing  to  sen  except  a  vast  sucecssioii  of  faetories. 
Fran)  Biimlughaiii  go  to  Warwick,  twenty-six  miles.  Engage  a  carriagi: 
at  Warwick  slntinn  to  take  you  lo  Ki'nilworth,  and  then  bock  through  to 
.Stratford-upon-.\von.  (iet  a  earrJLige  if  you  can  belonging  to  the  keeper 
of  the  little  hotel  in  Warwick.  1  think  the  Warwick  Arms  landlord  will 
jirobably  drive  yon.  From  Warwick  go  to  Stratford  one  way  and  back 
the  other ;  see  Squire  Lucy's,  where  Shakespeare  shot  the  deer.  Ton  will 
get  back  to  Warwick  in  season  to  tiiko  evening  train  for  Oxford,  fortj--fire 
miles.     Stay  in  Oxford  a  d;iy  or  two  studying  it  well ;  while  there  drive 

wii  to  Hlcnheim  Ciislle.  tlie  famous  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough; 
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Visit  British  Museum.  Gro  to  Richmond  via  the  park,  and  take  a  row  up 
the  Thames.  See  Madam  Tousseau^s  wax-works.  Attend  divine  service  in 
Westminster  Abbey ;  see  Poets'  comer ;  see  Bank  of  England ;  Zoological 
Grarden.  Try  to  get  Director's  ticket  and  visit  Sunday  afternoon  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral,  the  Tower  of  Ix>ndon,  Cr>'stal  Palace  on  Saturday.  During 
your  stay  in  London  you  can  run  down  one  day  and  see  the  University  of 
Cambridge ;  one  day  will  do  it.  A  very  fine  excuraion  of  a  single  day 
may  be  had  thus :  Leave  lA>ndon  early  in  the  morning  for  Southampton, 
there  take  a  steamer  for  Cowes,  and  along  Isle  of  Wight  by  Osborne. 
Ride,  etc.,  to  Portsmouth,  the  great  naval  station ;  thence  to  London  by 
evening  train.  In  going  to  Edinburgh,  go  up  on  east  side  of  England 
through  **  Old  York.-'  If  you  provide  yourself  a  lunch  before  leaving 
London  you  need  not  dine  in  York,  but  can  employ  the  time  that  other 
passengers  are  eating  in  seeing  the  famous  York  minster.  In  Edinburgh 
see  the  ••  Castle,"  Holyrood  Palace,  the  famous  old  Cannongate,  the  house  of 
Regent  Murray,  house  of  Jno.  Knox,  Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,  Scott's  monu- 
ment, Arthur's  seat,  etc.  In  leaving  Edinburgh  go  to  Glasgow  by  way  of 
the  Trossacs,  first  to  Calendar  by  rail ;  thence  in  open  wagon  over  Ben 
Lomond,  and  by  boat  over  Loch  Lomond ;  thence  in  wagon  again  to  Loch 
Katrine,  etc.,  and  finally  by  rail  into  Glasgow.  In  Glasgow  spend  one 
day.  Cathedral  crypt  of  same ;  also  spend  one  day  in  going  to  Bums'  birth- 
place, Ayr ;  go  down  by  rail  via  Paisley,  distance  forty  miles.  Returning 
go  by  steamer  up  the  Fryth  of  Clyde,  a  splendid  sail.  See  Castle  of 
Dumbarton  as  you  go  up  the  river  Clyde.  From  Glasgow  go  to  Sheffield 
or  lake  countr>';  thence  to  London.  Reach  London  Saturday  night. 
.  .  .  Sunday  go  to  hear  Spurgeon  preach  in  the  morning.  Monday 
go  to  British  Museum.  Always  have  sun  in  room  in  Rome  and  Naples. 
Victoria  Hotel,  Naples. 


To  temper  the  rigor  of  a  sin>eriority  attested  by  this  foreign 
journey,  Emmoiis  was  allowed  to  make  alone  a  tonr  of  explor- 
ation and  discovery  to  Chicago  the  day  after  Walker  set  sail. 
All  went  well  until  he  should  have  telegraphed  his  arrival  in 
Chicago.  Not  hearing  from  him  there  {iccording  to  appoint- 
ment, his  father  was  in  great  apprehension  and  telegraphed  in 
all  directions.  Twenty-four  hours  after  "  schedule  time " 
Emmons  telegraphed  cheerfully  that,  seeing  in  the  pajHjrs  that 
there  was  to  be  *'  a  race  in  Buffalo  with  a  favorite  trotting  mare," 
he  had  stopped  over.  And  having  delivered  his  letters  of  intro- 
duction in  Chicago  and  investigated  the  city  to  his  heart's  con- 
tent, the  "  positively  delightful  boy  "  —  as  a  friend  wrote  to 
his  parents  —  came  leisurely  and  safely  home,  without  mistake 
or  misliap. 


To  Wtilkcr : 

AcunsTA,  April  27,  1869. 

.  ,  .  YiwIeriUy  EnimoDB  comiii«i)v«d  bb  w.'buol  ugaia  —  likeiriM  M., 
thfi  nuignin<'i-nt.  here.  Mods  e»mv.  hnmn  xx  norm  fdorfiillj  disgust^^l  willi 
IiIb  sinuigeinpnUi.  Ilehsil  been  put  Info  Ox-sar,  ulihougfa  he  U  perfectlj 
iiiipost«ii  tut  tu  ruloN — into  f^enmctry.  tbou|f h  he  liiis  nnverbeea  in  algehn. 
aud  111  Krithmetlc  only  Ut  s'inare  root.  Ills  oih«r  study,  uatural  history. 
ho  made  tin  ntiJM'tinii  tn.  Than  he  has  that  b^tr  iu>ir,  declaiuntion,  Ihreil- 
uninghiiii.  AllogetJier  I  think  If  it  wore  not  for  Lbo  f ear  of  boiirdiiif 
school  hmigiii^  ornr  him.  he  would  sit  doMii  in  ih«  Mhan  and  wait,  for  hl» 
fmry  jpidnnither,  rathur  than  trj-  to  help  himitt?tt;  liut  with  this  dread 
harrowing  his  soni,  hn  tcnoiri;  iJiat  he  mnst  do  or  dlu.  >io  lant  night  be 
shiit  hiniaolf  into  thd  parlor  uiiUI  bt-  had  niaatumd  hia  giuiinotry,  and  ihi* 
morniug  al  breakfast,  widic  I  i;ut  steak  and  pourod  oolfee,  h«  ute  and  read 
out  hf«  •'  'lallin  omiiu  divim  rut  in  lrr»  parlff,"  and  I  will  say  for  him 
that  he  translated  his  nino  lines  very  deftly  and  neatly.  All  your  old  book« 
com*'  in  play  so  ivnll  Uint  ho  has  not  had  In  hiiy  a  nnw  one.  As  soon  » 
breukfasi  is  over.  1  take  in  ihe  Ittlle  Blaine  girls  and  tJie  ooe  big  brother 
and  off  we  drive.  First  we  drop  M.  at  Wint.hmp  strenl,  —  she  goe_*  off 
bowing  her  head  an<l  sayiiig.  "  Now.  Allt-e  Blaina," — 'Uiwt  Emmons  thro wi 
out  the  reius  and  givex  a  spring  as  w«  cttDs  in  sight  of  that  i'aij, 
hribbuhlg  High  School,  and  lastly  I  drive  over  the  old  bridge  and  depo^ 
my  aalntly  Alice  among  the  aaluta  [Saint  Catherine's  ^hool].  She  Ukn 
then  mnoh,  aud  this  is  now  tha  fourth  week,  ao  I  feel  some  oouGdeneB  | 
in  the  peminnenGy  of  her  repanl.  When  I  eo me  home,  father  meets  me 
with  the  salutation,  "Well,  old  lady,  tlie  separation  is  over.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  noiv  liiit  enjoy  ejich  other."  This  on  Friday,  but  on  Wednes- 
d.ay  I  find  niy.-iplf  at  the  di>or  siiving  f;ood-by,  with  Ihe  best  grate  I  may.  I 
give  hitii  now  imtil  Siiliirduy  to  get  home  in.  tf  he  conies  not  then,  1  hnvf 
a  lit  of  iIh;  bines  all  ri'iidy  to  put  on.  I  w.u^  delighted  to  hoar  from  him 
so  MRtisfiieli'ry  an  acc;oniil  of  yon.  That  yonr  tongue  ran,  that  you  ate  the 
oranges,  that  the  honie-siekness  had  disappeared,  that  you  addressed  Aunt 
C.  as  Sir,  —  eiurli  and  every  item  gave  satisfaction. 

To  Ml.  Mlaiiic  fn-iii  Hon.  Klilm  U'iishl.uni : 

Pari?. 

About  homi'  inaltiTs,  I  ri.-;iil  up  pretty  well,  but  I  take  it  I  dont  get  quite 
all  there  is  goin^r-  I  would  -/ivo  "  a  pretty  "  for  an  old-faahioned  talk  of 
three  or  four  liour^  with  you  touching  the  present  politieal  situatjon.  I 
may  lie deeeive*!,  but  [  confos-  I  don't  like  the  look  at  tliis distance.  .  ,  . 
If  A.  .Tohnson  gets  to  the  Senate,  it  iniLst  be  regarded  as  the  joak  of  the 
century.  I  want  vou  to  lake  a  nioi-ning  for  it  and  give  me  a  bird's.eye 
view  of  the  lield.     Iloiv  sUinds  the  administration,  and  does  the  President 
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Prom  Mr.  Blaine : 

Portland,  Sept.  3,  1869. 

I  write  you  with  a  sad  heart.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  same  mail 
which  delivers  you  this  note  will  bring  you  the  newspaper  announcement 
of  Senator  Fessenden^s  death.  I  have  just  returned  from  his  house.'  He  is 
critically  low  —  exhausted  in  body  and  wandering  in  mind.  His  attending 
physicians  give  no  hope.  He  was  taken  suddenly,  a  day  or  two  since,  and 
the  peculiar  feature  of  the  disease  seems  to  be  that  it  is  a  consummation  of 
the  National  Hotel  poison —  of  which  he  with  so  many  others  was  a  victim 
in  1857. 

I  feel  profound  sorrow  for  the  impending  blow.  Notwithstanding  I  may 
desire  his  place,  I  do  not  wish  to  get  it  in  that  way ;  nor  indeed  do  I  know 
that  his  removal  from  the  field  would  improve  my  chances.  It  may  raise 
up  other  Richmonds.  But  in  the  shadow  of  death,  I  do  not  think  of  the 
future,  only  of  the  past ;  and  in  the  past,  I  recall  a  man  of  strong  mind, 
of  many  high  points  of  character,  and  with  few  weaknesses,  who  has  been 
my  friend  for  fifteen  years,  and  with  whom  I  have  passed  through  many 
trying  scenes,  and  had  many  pleasant  days,  and  I  grieve  that,  at  sixty-three, 
he  is  to  be  removed  from  earth. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Hon.  I.  Waahbum,  Jr.  : 

Augusta,  Sept.  13,  1869. 

Dear  Governor:  Yours  received.  I  thank  you  for  your  frankness. 
But  in  telling  me  that  you  are  a  candidate  for  United  State  Senator  you  do 
not  specify  which  term  you  will  run  for. 

Am  I  to  understand  that  you  are  a  candidate  for  the  short  term,  or  for 
the  long  term,  or  for  both? 

I  am  not  myself  a  candidate  for  the  short  term  —  so  in  the  one  pressing 
exigency  of  the  hour  you  may  regard  me  as  out  of  everybody's  way. 

Colonel  Smith  must  have  quite  misunderstood  what  I  said  to  him  or  what 
I  intended  to  say,  if  you  have  correctly  reported  him.  But  nothing  is 
more  conmion  than  for  conversations  to  be  misunderstood,  and  such 
misunderstanding  implies  no  reflection  on  any  one. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

The  depth  and  richness  of  Y.'s  composition  remind  me  all  the  time  of  the 
infinitely  varying  and  always  freshly  developing  grandeur  of  Henry 
Winter  Davis'  character.  I  was  only  yesterday  glancing  over  one  of  hi.s 
speeches  and  I  came  across  this,  which  I  well  remember  when  it  fell  from 
his  lips : 

•'For  untimely  agitators  and  premature  reformers  I  have  little  sym- 
pathy. They  are  cocks  that  crow  at  midnight,  heralding  no  dawn,  and  only 
disturbing  peaceful  and  needed  rest  by  unseemly  and  unseasonable 
clamor.* 
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I  lio  not  qnotfi  this  as  any  ^trUEing  exhibitioti  ot  eloquence  or  excellenca 
of  spewh.  but  only  of  that  wonderful  readiness  and  facility  of  expresaioa 
and  illustration  which  eamc  to  his  lipB  as  with  iDBpinn]  foixt!.  1  re- 
member the  slartliiig  signiliuiuice  of  this  pulicular  phrase  as  it  fell  on 
the  ear.  It  arre«t«^  the  atteniion  of  the  entire  House,  and  you  have  very 
probably  board  m«  quote  it  before.  Daviit  was  essentially  a  many-sid(«l 
man.  nw  culliirp  seemed  to  embrace  the  whole  domain  of  knowlctlgu. 
He  was  a  profoundly  learned  lawyer.  lie  was  a  most  flear-hiad«d 
and  admirable  stal^tsinau.  He  wa»  a  man  of  letters,  ilr  was  a  miicb- 
!eas  orator.     Ht>  was  a  inie  and  genial  CliristiBii.  and  yet  a  ntau  of  Iba 

From  Mr.  Blaiiic ; 

Oct.  3.  1869. 

As  to  that  Sorrento  expedmon,  it  strikea  me  as  in  some  respects  just 
what  you  would  not  want.  Going  that  horrid  Quebec  route  in  Ihu 
autumn  'in  enough  to  chill  one  with  apprehension  at  the  very  outset. 
Seven  steamers  uf  that  linn  lost  in  four  years,  and  the  navigatjou  the 
most  hazardous  aiid  least  interesting  ot  all  the  Atlantic  waten!  And 
Ntill  further,  after  yon  shall  have  reached  Liverpool,  seasick,  exhsniAed, 
despondent,  hating  the  Kea  and  alt  connected  tJiero with,  the  proposidon 
is  M  coast  niund  Ihrongli  (iibmlter  »n  one  of  those  misomble  mail 
steament  that  loucli  here  and  tiiere  on  the  barren  ooast-llne,  hut  give  yon 
no  more  glimpse  of  Europe,  than  a.  trip  by  stisamer  from  bostun  to  the 
Kennebec  would  give  yon  of  New  England.  Your  sight  of  France  wouU 
be  tliul  i>f  ihi'  sailors  whose  experienri'  i.-i  I'Uibi'aced  in  that  ohanuing  dis- 
play of  ballad-rhyming : 

"There  we  lay^ 
All  the  dJf 
In  the  Bay 
Of  Bi*-rt.</.  O  ! " 

.  .  .  Wait  and  go  with  Uu'  Blaines,  and  we  will  take  a  Cuuard 
Ble.imcr  to  (^ui'eii-tuwn  and  Wf'll  ■•lio"  Ireland  at  the  start,  and  then 
wt'll  do  Kii^'-liiii'l  iiiui  Sucithiiiii,  and  tlioii  cross  over  to  Belgium  and 
lloUiind.  and  lliciKri^  1u  the  Ithiiif  valley  iitid  the  German  States,  following 
Uu:  Itliine  tlii-uii<^|i  .'<»  it/ui'laiid.  ami  I'i'oHsing  the  Alps  via  the  Simplou, 
anil  eonii'  biu-k  via  llir:  Splu^'en,  alter  doing  Milan,  Turin,  the  Lakes 
.M:ij,''giore  uud  Conio.  jmil  then  tvhen  on  the  North  shore  again,  doing 
.Miuiic-h  iiud  Virrma  and  iVslh,  ami  lln>n  to  the  head  of  the  Adriatic,  over 
10  \'GniL'e,  r;idLiii,  .Modena,  Bologna,  Florence,  Itome,  Naples,  .Sorrento 
(i)iii;  day),  and  IhencG  liiick  along  tlio  lUiliiiii  coast,  I>i>gliorn,  Genoa,  vis 
oiul  to  Niue,  .Marseilles,  Lyons,  I'aris.  /tone.     This  would  be 
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yoa  can  see  about  Joan  D'Are,  and  any  other  worthy  whose  real  immor- 
tality hangs  upon  the  end  of  your  pen. 

From  Mr.  Blaine: 

Boston,  Oct.  10,  1869. 

We  have  just  returned  from  hearing  Mr.  Murray,  and  I  must  tell  you 
that,  in  spite  of  the  pi*ejudice  his  Adirondack  book  gave  mc,  —  deepened 
and  intensified  as  it  was  by  your  settled  adverse  judgment,  —  I  liked  him 
very  much  indeed.  He  preached  a  lucid,  logical,  fervent,  iVupressive 
sermon,  well  conceived  and  admirably  delivered.  His  text  was  very 
brief,  ••  On  earth  peace  and  good- will  to  men."  The  subject,  *•  Christian 
unity."  My  wife  was  even  more  taken  with  him  than  I  was,  and  she  is  a 
capital  judge  of  a  good  sermon.  .  .  .  Doubtless  in  future  if  I  hear  Mr. 
Murray  he  may  not  preach  so  well,  surely  not  if  I  go  to  hear  him  with 
you  and  have  the  aroused  sensilivcfiess  which  your  presence  would  inspire ; 
but  I  always  will  maintain  against  all  comers  that  **  the  discourse" 
delivered  by  the  aforesaid  on  the  tenth  day  of  October,  1869,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  and  his  wife,  was  a  scriptural.  Christian,  eloquent,  and  faithful  ex- 
position of  the  Word  as  it  was  delivered  to  the  saints  and  handed  down  by 
the  elders — a  ver^'  saving  power  to  them  that  believe,  and  inefiectual  only 
on  such  incredulous  and  uncharitable  mortals  as  can  see  no  good  in  a  man 
who  had  the  bad  taste  once  to  tell  an  indelicate  story;  as  if  the  very 
prince  of  English  statesmen  in  the  eighteenth  century  had  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  entertaining  his  guests  at  parliamentary  dinners  with  coarse  stories, 
on  the  avowed  ground  that,  it  being  diflicult  to  find  congenial  topics  for 
such  mixed  companies,  he  fell  back  on  that  **  which  everybody  enjoyed." 
Now,  I  am  not  defending  Murray's  coarseness,  nor  am  I  assailing  Sir  Robert 
Walpole.  I  am  only  showing  you  that  genius  and  \^lgarity  are  not  by  any 
means  incompatible ;  nay,  that  they  are  not  infrequently  associated ! 

I  found  myself  nearly  laughing  aloud  as  the  preacher  hastened  in  such 
a  hand  gallop  through  tlie  preliminary  exercises,  apparantly  anxious  to 
get  at  the  sermon.  Just  at  that  moment  the  d— 1  put  it  into  my  head  to 
remember  Byron's  tart  letter  to  his  publisher,  when  he  was  so  impatient 
for  additional  cantos  of  **  Don  Juan/'  commencing, 

**  My  dear  Mr.  Murray, 
You're  in  a  d— d  hurr}'.'' 

Bat  Jacob  Stan  wood's  can'iage  is  at  the  door,  punctual  at  the  1  P.M. 
which  I  appointed,  and  so  I  Uike  leave  of  Mr.  Murray  in  a —  huriy. 

At  three  I  went  to  Andover  and  had  three  good  hours  with  my  beloved 
boys,  and  at  seven  wc  met  their  beloved  mother.  At  your  cousin^s  we  limi 
a  very  pleasant  time  and  a  dinner  altogether  too  sumptuous  to  have  been 
cooked  on  the  Sabbath  day,  in  the  household  of  one  descended  of  the  Puri- 
tans, but  perhaps  he  had  his  notions  of  the  strict  observance  of  that  day 
somewhat  loosened  by  reading  a  certain  review  and  criticism  of  Ciilfillan's 
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SnbbMh.  At  all  events,  a. 
enjoyed  ft.  I  uiii  not  ^ing 
whi<-h  it  rested. 


t  bod  thr  »Iv»ntage  of  th«  (tinner.  t,aA  greatl; 
lo  (joestlon  too  olnsely  0.tv  th«oli>giuil  biuiis  on 


Krom   Mr.  Hlnine: 

Wabiiihoton.  Jan.  14.  1S70. 

The  way  in  wliicli  you  analysed  the  parlianientnrj-  question  involved  in 
th«  ImIdI  at  laaue  on  Monday  livst  is  worlliy  of  an  old  le^sliUive  head. 
lly  the  way,  did  you  ttw  lliat  the  paper  editorially  eostained  me,  and  tlieir 
L'urreipondent  tian  siai'^  materially  inodtlied  liig  despnteli  in  wbich  ha 
ntierapt«d  to  place  nie  in  the  wrong? 

I  writ«  this  whilo  tlm  roll  i»  trailing  on  Bingham's  amendment  to  Virginia 
mil,  and  maybe  another  tie  In  In  i-eserve  for  me  wltli  its  triaU  nnd  tests. 
1  close  this  lettur  without  knowing,  save  Ibut  the  rote  ia  very  close. 


b'rotii  Mr.  Ulaiiie: 

WASiiiNaTON.  Jan.  16.  1870. 

You  observed  bow  olooe  n  vote  followed  the  closing  of  my  last  letter, 
98  U>  95.  fur  Uiii  uuL-onditional  admivsiun  of  Virj^inia.  It  came  very  ni«r 
prtHMpitatitig  (mother  tin.  llioy  wuru  counting  nosua  during  roll-call,  and 
thought  it  would  be  DE  to  94.  I  would  really  have  been  glad  had  it  beta 
so,  for  I  would  like  to  vota  on  the  admlMinn  of  all  Ihe  StutiM  still  out. 

Yoo  hara  to  well  uinl^ed  and  so  well  nndentMid  all  the  pmntB  of  wf 
pari  nm  tary  disagreenn'nt  llint  you  litvve  left  mo  notliing  to  explain. 
rh  it  I  vas  very  gi.">d,  just,  !md  Iruo.  No  Speaker  ban  voted  to 
iroluco  a  to  since  Robert  C.  Wiiithrop.  and  he  was  very  severely 
e  s  e  1  th  efor.  To  jiroduee  a  tie  and  defeat  a  motion  is  to  give  the 
Sl>cakc  3  otc  the  force  of  two  votes,  and  would  prove  highly  odious 
an  I  oflcns  e  The  Spcaki-r  lias  the  undoubted  right  to  vote  on  every 
question ;  but  if  he  refrains  from  exercising  tliat  right  from  motives  of 
courtesy  and  conciliation,  he  ought  not  to  claim  it  at  a  time  when  its  asser- 
tion miLst  prove  exceedingly  oRensive.  I  take  great  pleasure  and  no  little 
pride  in  telling  yon  that  the  decisive  weight  of  opinion  is  now  in  iiiyfavor. 
Indeed,  my  course  is  approviil  by  all  who  have  any  right  to  give  an  opinion 
on  the  premises  or  any  knowledge  to  base  it  on. 

Jan.  20. 
I  noticed  that  your  dear  and  daily  Alonitor  gave  the  Speaker  a  slight 
dig  for  tiis  dcciaiou  on  Monday  ;  nevertheless,  tlie  Speaker  was  entirely  right, 
and  the  oldest  and  1)cst  jiarliamcnLiriiins  declare  that  lie  wiis.  But  as  he 
knar  from  the  outset  llial  he  was  right,  he  can  atford  to  endure  the  crit- 
icisms of  all  tlie  ■•  lte.*pectal>le  Dailies  "  that  can  be  crowded  into  or  issued 


[ 
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January  26. 

I  dined  with  the  prince  [Arthur]  last  eve.  He  impressed  me  as  a  young 
man  of  fair  sense  who  had  been  cuxustomed  to  good  society.  It  seem  to  me 
but  yesterday  when  I  saw  in  the  **  London  Illustrated  News  "  the  picture  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  holding  him  in  his  arms  for  baptism.  It  was  in 
1850. 

From  V. : 

Washington,  April  22,  1870. 

All  the  Shermans  were  out,  but  across  the  way  Mr.  Blaine  happened  to 
see  Greneral  Sherman  in  his  garden  and  drove  back  to  speak  to  him.  He 
came  up  with  the  greatest  cordiality',  insisted  on  our  going  into  the 
garden,  showed  us  all  around  the  place,  which  you  may  remember  is  the 
one  formerly  given  to  General  Gi'ant  and  afterwards  transferred  to 
Sherman.  I  wanted  to  see  his  horses,  and  we  went  into  the  stables,  saw 
the  carriages,  etc. ;  then  he  would  have  us  go  into  the  house,  showed 
me  the  maps  which  he  used  in  his  campaigns,  some  of  them  mere  pencil 
sketches  drawn  to  illustrate  a  plan,  one  which  General  McPhei'son  drew 
and  brought  a  few  minutes  before  his  death.  I  asked  him  if  in  that  march 
to  the  sea  he  was  following  a  designed  plan  or  making  it  simply  as  a 
necessity.  He  said  it  was  wholly  a  plan.  Did  he  have  faith  in  it? 
Entirely,  never  faltered  a  moment.  It  was  just  as  the  lightning  opens 
the  landscape  to  you  suddenly  and  shows  everything.  It  was  one  mental 
effort  and  the  thing  was  done.  From  Chattanooga  to  beyond  Atlanta,  for 
a  four-months*  march  with  one  hundred  thousand  men,  there  was  not  an 
hour  in  which  the  cannon  was  not  roaring  somewhere  along  the  line,  so 
that  when  at  last  it  did  stop,  it  seemed  strange  and  noticeable.  We  spoke 
of  the  attempt  now  making  to  reduce  the  GeneraPd  salary.  I  said  I  did 
not  care  so  much  about  tlie  inconvenience  to  him,  but  that  it  seemed 
mean  for  the  country,  whose  fate  had  so  hung  upon  the  strength  and 
steadfastness  of  a  few  men ;  now  having  availed  itself  of  all  their 
services  and  being  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  fruit  of  their  labors,  it  turns 
about  and  proposes  to  reduce  their  salaries.  Then  we  professed  unbounded 
gratitude ;  now  we  talk  of  paying  them  too  much,  as  if  we  did  not  owe 
to  them  the  having  anything  to  pay  for,  or  to  pay  with.  He  said  ho.  did 
not  care  so  much  about  himself,  he  could  live  anyway,  but  he  did  care 
about  his  family,  whose  mode  of  life  must  be  changed  by  this  proposed 
reduction.  He  is  also  opposed  to  having  the  office  of  General  cut  off  with 
his  life,  thinking  there  were  many  others  who  had  served  with  great  dis- 
tinction in  the  war,  and  who  ought  to  have  the  title  when  he  was  done  with 
it.  The  call  was  all  the  more  interesting  for  our  being  thrown  entirely 
upon  the  General.  He  is  so  simple,  so  hearty,  and  earnest,  and  int<Mise, 
with  his  small,  sharp,  wrinkled  face,  anything  but  ^rood-looking  in  the 
common  sense  of  the  term,  with  the  Han  of  genius  from  head  to  foot,  in 
every  tone  and  turn.    .    .    . 
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WASHUiGTOK.  April  25- 
.  .  .  \MiiHT  eame  SeriAlor  ftiiil  Mrs.  Willi&ms.  She  is  haudsome. 
rlviu-lcuB,  \i*»  on  n|;re<!Bl(ld  voiue  and  maDner  at  Bp«ech,  n  good  ileal 
or  inlelligwioi!  tuid  Queni-y.  Sho  lulktH)  on  woman's  riglits,  —  against 
it, —  and  ndvonceil  siwli  lU-giiniante  th.it  1  vi-ithdrew  from  the  fidd  "in 
sullen  silence,"  Mr.  BlaiDc  BHid  afiernnrds.  Mrs.  WilUmus  taJked  ia 
earnest,  and  Mr.  Blaintt  told  her,  on  leaving,  that  he  bad  talked  on  three 
sides,  and  it  she  had  stayed  only  a  littla  longer,  be  should  have  got  on  to 
the  fourth  1 

To  Mr.  Bliuue.  fmni  Hon.  Auson  P.  Moirill : 

ItKAuriKiJi.  Majr  8,  1870. 

Your  highly  esteemed  favor  of  ^th  iilt.  was  duly  received.  I  have  been 
from  home  nearly  nil  the  time  ■iiK.i-  on  nulmad  nutter*,  and  hence  my 
delay  in  ansivoring.  Purnilt  mu  to  any  that  nothing  oould  give  in^  greater 
twlUf action  than  to  lie  aAsnred  thnt  iu  tut  ovunl  would  you  and  Lot  be  made 
opponents  and  i?oiD{icti>nr5  for  pollllcsl  plHci>,  If  such  n  contest  presented 
iUclf,  the  tins  of  cunMuiguinity  whiuh  would  urgt^  me  tu  support  n  brother 
would  Lto  hardly  Htmujcer  IJian  the  pei-son&l  friendship  I  have  felt  for  you 
for  niiuiy  yoiir*.  I  have,  niiiidst  all  the  rutanra,  mnslAntly  tiiisertcd  that 
«uch  an  evil  day  would  b«  nvert«d.  No  word  of  an  unfriendly  character 
hiw  escaped  mn,  mid  for  the  fulum,  ns  in  the  past,  I  shall  rejoJoe  and  fe«l 
proud  of  your  prosperity  and  eiiooew.  ...  I  defer  very  uacb  tc  yoor 
Judgment,  and  should  be  glad,  very,  to  act  In  harmony  with  your  views  ■■    ^ 


I  ■; 


e  friend.  Stc\'ei 


and  will  Iry  lo  <;cinsult  for  the  general  good. 
Kn.ni  -Mr.  Blaiu.-  : 

AUOVSTA. 

.  .  Q.'s  biipiisin  was  yiiry  impressive.  Mr.  McKenzie  is  marvellously 
felieilous  in  all  suih  e.\('rddes.  tiive  him  :>.  marriage  or  a  funeral  or  ;i 
christian ing,  und  he  is  [li<-  vory  soul  of  all  ihtit  is  pious  and  eloquent  aoU 
loueh|]i>r.  .M.  insisti'd  that  the  l>iihy  ought  to  l>e  baptized  after  "  mother's 
i-ousin.''  Hie  (itie  l>r  which  she  iilways  designates  yon. 


t  Mr.  [ih.in,-: 


.ViKUSTA.  August  Ui.  187u. 
IS  lieiin  very  ill    since   1   wrote   you.     Yesterday 
i|uit<'  :kl:irmuil  ulioiiL  him.     He  is  better  tlii.4  luuni- 
it  permiuiently  so.     The  westlicr  is  cool,  delight- 
vci-y  favorable  to  him. 
i  (iiere  was,  my  anxiety  about  Q.   ha.^i  liei'u 
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logical  tables  of  the  niDeteenth  century,  you  may  calculate  how  many  inches 
deeper  you  would  require  a  drain  on  the  bleak  coast  of  Massachusetts  than 
in  the  mild  valleys  of  Maine,  to  be  secure  from  frost.     .     .     . 

I  take  another  half  foot  fi*om  the  drain.  I  find  that  mine  is  but  three 
feet  under  ground,  and  we  have  never  heard  of  a  freeze.  You  see,  the  less 
you  sink  the  drain,  the  better.  If  you  do  not,  I  will  come  to  N.  and  illus- 
trate by  diagrams  and  drawings  on  the  ground,  fixing  my  comer  points  by 
shavings  carefully  deported ! 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  General  Schenck,  of  Ohio : 

Burlington,  Ohio,  Aug.  29,  1870. 

I  have  been  constrained  to  be  a  candidate  for  reelection  in  spite  of  me. 
I-  have  just  sent  down  my  acceptan(;e  of  the  nomination,  after  four  weeks 
of  delay  and  consideration.  Now  for  the  canvass.  T  am  going  home  to 
open  the  campaign  next  week.  It  is  going  to  be  a  tough  and  doubtful  fight. 
.  .  .  Two  years  ago,  in  a  vote  of  35,000  I  had  474  majority ;  885  of  that 
was  from  the  inmates  of  the  National  Soldiei's'  Asylum,  now  ruled  out  by 
the  count.  I  shall  gain  about  200  by  (colored  votes,  and  lose  ])erhaps  as 
many  froni  prejudiced  Republicans  who  **  won't  vote  with  niggers."  Alto- 
gether it's  close  work ;  but  I  think  1*11  win. 

Now,  do  you  remember  your  promise  to  come  and  help  in  my  district  if 
I  should  run  ?  What  time  can  you  give  me  between  the  15th  September 
and  10th  of  October  ?  .  .  .  Mind,  it  isn^t  to  come  to  Ohio,  but  I  am 
after  you  for  my  district. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Town  of 

Pittsfield 

Somerset  County 
State  of  Maine 

United  States  of  America 
Western  Hemisphere 
Terrestrial  Globe 

Latitude  44|  North 

Longitude  77 i  West 
from  (ireeuwich 
Hi  East  from 
Washin«:ton 
8.25  A.M. 
Tuesday 

Sept.  Oth 

A.n.  1870 

Can  you  tell  where  and  when  by  the  above  ?    Left  home  yesterday  :i 
little  after  twelve,  and  drove  here  with  my  pair  and  my  wife.    I  drove  tlie 
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pfur,  my  wtf«  rmle ;  she  is  not  gennnUly  driveo,  btit  In  famUj  amtnge- 
menls  the  more  coinroonly  drives.  Disfautt'c  fmm  Augnatit,  foitj  mila, 
<llrecTJy  up  the  Kennebec  to  WInslow,  ninoteen  miles ;  thence  X.E.  ap  tlu 
vnllcyof  the  Sebastioook  twen^-onn  milca.  Now,  I  presnme  ynu  never 
heHrrl  of  tbe  $ebaf)tJoo(ik,  which  is  only  ntiolhor  proof  of  the  deep  i^o- 
nuTiin  thiU  prevails  in  tlie  ■■nmitry  towniof  Ma^isni^hneotte.  What »  Stal«  you 
live  In, —  all  Uib  oultura  aiiH  lnt«III^Di>e  oruwili><)  fntoft  littleclrcleofthree 
miles  diameter  moasured  from  the  Ilostnn  Stnta  House,  ibe  roiualnder  of 
the  (?ommunwealth  left  to  blauk  and  blue  igriuranun.  In  Maine,  culture  it 
generally  diffused,  reat'hiii^  thla  country  tovn  la  aaoh  profuse  abundance 
tlini  tliii  largBsl  nhuri'h  in  ihe  village,  last  evening,  wbk  tilled  with  its  in- 
habitanls,  able  U>  follow  and  fnmpmheiid  an  alMlruse  and  profound  pullliml 
diecciursn,  dt'lSvorad  liy  a  frii.*nil  of  yonr«.  Tlio  aomu  (li^scoitrsit,  an  honr 
aud  a  half  In  length,  would  have  been  preaofaod  In  vain  In  a  Miuatuihiuenii 
audioiiun,  outaidu  Ihit  favured  idtvln  1  have  mantionod. 

WEDNKSDiT,  Soptvmbcr  7,  tea-linw. 
Town  ot 

llingluui] 

ou  iho  Kunm-boii  river 

7fi  miles  nnrtti  of  Augusta 

Dint'tly  on  Un-  niuUt  that 
Hentidiel  Arnold 

took  to  reach  Quebao. 
Inspired  by  this  patriotic  reminiscence,  I  addressed  a  large  audienra 
this  liftoniuoii.  and  heri:  1  am  tw<i  himdred  and  twenty-one  miles  nearer 
the  north  poli-  iIklii  vou  art. 

My  wife  and  I  have  just  returned  from  a  rambhi  up  the  side  of  a  moun- 
tsun  here,  wlierc  we  enjoyed  a  view  of  unsurpassed  grandeur. 

I  wrote  you  from  Pittslield  yesterday  morning,  tliat  afternoon  I  spoke  in 
Elartlaiid,  and  llie  same  evening  in  Athens,  l)oth  very  beautiful  villages. 
This  morning  we  drov.'  Iiitlicr,  iwenty-fivc  miles.  iVo  are  staying  at  a 
delightful  eounlry  hotel  and  i^iijoylng  everything  except  i/oit.  We  leave 
lo-mon-ow  morning  for  Norlli  Anson,  twenty  miles  nearer  home,  where  I 
shall  mail  tliis  letlitr.  The  le;i-bell  rings,  and  after  tea  wo  shall  have 
countrv  friends  calling. 


'I'll  .Ml-.  Bluiiie.  from  (ieiieral  .'^elienck  : 

Davton,  Ohio,  Sept.  29.  1870. 
.     .      .     Ml  -irerifitli  :u>d  voiieure  nearlvgone.    But  I  Mint  T  sliall  beat 
ivrTniiir.  i{,.]>iL,tialioii.  \Vlii>k.-y.   Ireland,    Demoeraey.   Falsehood,  and 
I.'  Imndred  majority.    The  eombina- 
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From  Mr.  Blaine  to  his  mother : 

November  14,  1870. 

.  .  .  I  had  three  days  to  spare  —  two  of  which  I  spent  in  Washington 
[Pennsylvania] ,  and  one  in  Brownsville  —  saw  all  the  friends  in  both  places 
—  none  more  delighted  to  see  me  in  Washington  than  Mrs.  Adams.  She 
flew  at  me  with  wide  arms,  and  kissed  me.  "  You  Ye  not  Mr.  Blaine  nor 
Speaker  Blaine.  You're  just  Jim  Blaine  to  me,^^  she  said.  She  sent 
showers  of  love  to  you.  The  same  with  Mrs.  Huston.  I  saw  her  in  the 
identical  old  kitchen  in  which  I  pulled  the  chair  from  under  grandpa. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

WxsHmGTON,  December  17,  1870. 

Mr.  Fisher,  of  Boston,  is  with  us,  and  last  evening  we  had  a  round-table 
dinner — the  guests,  besides  Mr.  Fisher,  wereSchenck,  Banks,  Allison,  Cox, 
Potter,  Beck,  Garfield,  Schofield,  Hale,  Peters,  Kelly,  Hooper,  Ingersoll, 
and  General  Butler ;  good  company  and  a  good  dinner. 

I  had  quite  a  chat  with  Governor  Coburn  yesterday  noon  about  advanc- 
ing the  $140,000.    I  think  I  shall  induce  him  to  do  it. 

From  Walker : 

Andover,  December  27. 

I  have  so  many  things  which  I  wish  to  thank  you  and  father  about,  and 
I  have  so  many  occuiTcnces  which  I  wish  to  tell  you,  that  I  hardly  know 
how  to  make  a  beginning. 

Saturday  noon,  Emmons,  Guy  [son  of  General  Howard],  and  myself 
went  to  Boston.  We  met  father  at  the  Parker  House  at  two  o'clock,  and 
he  engaged  the  rooms  for  us  which  we  occupied  during  our  whole  stay. 
We  all  three  went  to  the  Globe  Theatre  to  see  Fechter  in  **  Ruy  Bias.*' 
The  best  piece  of  acting  I  ever  saw.  In  the  evening,  father  and  Emmons 
went  to  the  Globe,  while  Guy  and  I  went  to  the  Boston  Theatre,  and  saw 
the  opera  of  the  **  Bohemian  Girl.''  The  opera  was  very  good,  though  I 
believe  you  are  not  very  much  interested  in  operas  or  theatres.  Sunday 
morning  we  all  went  to  hear  Mr.  Murray  preach.  At  two  o'clock  we  all, 
except  Guy,  who  dined  with  some  relatives,  dined  with  Mr.  Fisher.  On  the 
way  to  that  place,  father  said  that  he  wasn't  sure  whetlier  he  was  invited 
for  Sunday  or  Monday.  However,  we  stumbled  on,  and  found  that  there  was 
no  mistake.  Had  a  veiy  nice  dinner  at  two,  after  which  father  went  out  into 
the  country  with  Mr.  Fisher  to  see  his  father,  and  Mons  to  Cambridge  to  see 
N.  I  stayed  at  Mr.  Fisher's,  where  I  spent  a  most  pleasant  afternoon.  .  .  . 
Father  returning,  we  all  went  to  tea,  and  afterwards  Dr.  Gay  came  in. 
Father  retired  with  him  for  a  private  consultation  on  the  subject  of  his 
broketi'^Unon  heaUh,  Mrs.  Fisher  and  I  went  in  to  see  Dr.  Lewis'  library. 
Dr.  Lewis  is  the  father  of  the  first  Mrs.  Fisher.  A  magnificent  library. 
Two  rooms  completely  walled  in  with  books,  while  the  doctor  himself  is  a 
real  old  andquarian.  He  says  that  he  has  over  six  thousand  medals  and 
coiDS.     On  returning  to  the  house,  we  found   a  carriage  waiting,  which 


248  BloGSAFiir   OF  jambs   G.    BLAINK 

drove  iw  U)  the  hnul.  I'hia  emled  Supday  —  u  plmauil  a  Sutidsy  u  I  tnr 
spent,  vid  Bpenl  in  tlie  Wfty  which  I  Ukd.  I  dont  think  v«ry  much  of 
tlio  doctiinn  of  making  yna  iixpintn  all  ihe  aim  of  the  past  WL-ek  every 
Suiiduy  by  mrponil  puulshm«'iil  oh  bnnj  henehe*.  and  by  mental  piiniiiJ)> 

ni(>iit  under '.     Mondity  inoming  wr  took  liraakfaat  at  a  v«ry  rvawmabli' 

dour,  nini'  Dclnuk.  and  then  (iuj-  and  I  went  oat  to  see  the  picture  o( 
'■Khuridan'!!  Kiile,"  by  T.  B.  tloiul.  thn  atiUior  of  Uio  pwm.  Jmks  uk! 
all  tbo  boys  from  Audover  oatno  up  Monday,  and  In  the  aftemoon  hd 
wunt  to  ae*!  Stuart  KobeoD  at  th«  Itosum  llioatra,  in  •■  Paul  Pry.'  At  six 
o'clock  of  Iho  wuiin  uvtsninj;,  nine  ut  iM  took  dinner  toother,  and  In  iJic 
cvoniag  wo  weiil  to  wo  Feohlcr  and  Miss  I.cClt!rc(|u«  in  '■  Black  anJ 
While."  by  Wilkio  f^oilina,  aa  you  would  soon  discover  if  you  itaw  iLir 
l>laj.  I  found,  on  i-eturnluif  from  tho  matinoc  Satnrdny  Bft«rnoon,  thu 
father  liad  gone  out  to  Mr.  (^aldwull'ii  (Josiah)  to  a  Chriatmaa-tn-i!,  and 
that  hu  enjoyed  It  no  much  that  Mr.  Caldwell  had  »pnt  a  carriage  for 
Emiuu[is  and  niyiclf  to  gn  out  thom.  Of  cuune,  a.-<  1  waa  nut  at  hame 
BmmonK  wont  alon«.  and  bad  a  vary  ploasant  time,  1  balievo.  After  rt^ 
turning  from  thn  nvnning  porfonuanoa  vie  all  wunl  to  bed,  and  came  tu 
Andovrr  at  m-veii  o'clock  this  morning.  Thi»  cloand  the  Iloslon  trip.  I 
have  been  to  iho'  ihenlrn  thrira,  o|H<ra  imce.  HavH  Men  six  plays  and  one 
opera.  Ilavit  bc«n  out  to  dinner,  and  have,  on  the  whole,  had  rme  of  tif 
littst  times  I  ever  had  in  my  life.  .\nd  now  I  come  to  giving  thunb 
both  to  you  and  to  father.  To  father  for  all  three,  for  the  splendid  time  iro 
bad. 

From  Mr.  Blaine 

Washington.  Jan.  4.  1871. 

I  have  1>ocii  riiuiid  Ii>  iliu  White  House  .since  dinner  to  cull  on  the  Presi- 
ilent.  lie  sent  for  m<'.  anil  wc  had  n  frimk  chat  cm  San  Domingo.  I  will 
su|>]>ort  Iho  resolution  of  ini|iiiry,  but  nm  uguinsl  the  linal  acquisition. 

Kruiii  A  gllest : 

Washington. 
Thurniluy  miimtii^  1  walked  to  the  Capitol  with  Mr.  Bliiine,  and  then 
back  ugiiin  abuic.  In  the  evening:  "'o  wont  to  Ccneral  Shenuan's,  and  hail 
:i  very  liright  aiui  agi-ceublc  eveninj;.  Old  Mr.  Ewiiig  is  spending  the 
winter  thcn\  :ind  his  sun,  Gcncnil  Hugh,  late  Minister  to  the  Hague,  wa< 
:ilso  there.  The  fru-racr  is  jmst  Hgbty,  Lill,  handsome,  silver-haired.  ar«al 
;reiitk-niiin  of  the  old  school,  and  he  promised  to  come  here  some  evening 
if  possible.  We  Iiaii  Mr.  Stej)hens,  the  new  Minister  to  Uraguay,  at 
ilinncr.  Mr.  Hlainc  is  guiltless  of  .'Gunner's  deposition.  He  told  the 
I'resUb-nt  frankly  thai  tin-  whole  power  of  bis  ;id ministration  could  not 
ili>  i(.      if  hi;  was  not  ri^'bt,  be  c:ime  pretty  near  it,  for  it  is  still  a  ques- 
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Washington^  March  4,  1871. 

Mr.  Blaine  has  been  exceedingly  basj  these  last  few  days,  was  up  at 
Congress  all  last  night,  and  did  not  get  home  till  near  six  this  morning, 
then  at  it  again  at  ten. 

We  have  been  to  the  House,  heard  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker 
passed  with  an  eulogistic  speech  from  S.  S.  Cox.  The  caucus  was  held 
last  night,  and  nominated  Mr.  Blaine  by  acclamation.  There  was  practi- 
cally no  opposition.  The  dissolution  and  recreation  were  extremely  inter- 
esting. At  precisely  12  M.  Mr.  Blaine  brought  down  the  gavel  and  made 
a  little  farewell  speech  ;  a  few  minutes  of  pause,  and  then  the  clerk, 
McPherson,  came  in,  called  the  roll,  and  then  elected  the  Speaker  by  the 
roll.  Mr.  Blaine  had  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes,  one  hundred  and 
ten  necessary  to  election.  There  were  no  scattering  votes.  Then  Mr. 
Morgan,  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  Mr.  Dawes,  the  oldest  consecutive 
member,  led  him  to  the  chair.  He  made  a  short  inaugural  speech,  and  Mr. 
Dawes  stood  in  front  of  the  desk  and  administered  the  oath.  Then  Mr. 
Blaine  swore  in  the  members.  It  was  very  impressive.  Mr.  Blaine's 
speeches  were  everything  one  could  desire  —  short,  touching,  concise, 
sufficient,  not  a  bit  of  spread  eagle.  The  House  was  as  still  as  emptiness. 
I  heard  every  word  with  perfect  distinctness. 

Washington,  March  17,  1871. 

I  suppose  you  have  seen  the  Butler-Blaine  fight  in  all  the  papers.  The 
l)oys  came  from  Andover  Thursday  morning.  Mr.  Blaine  said  it  would 
probably  be  lively  at  the  House  and  we  went  up.  Judge  Kelly  was 
speaking  when  we  went  in.  Presently  1  was  startled  by  Walker's  saying : 
'*  I  declare,  he  is  going  for  him,*'  and  1  then  saw  that  Mr.  Blaine  was 
leaving  his  Speaker's  chair  and  taking  a  place  on  the  floor.  He  did  come 
down  like  a  sledge-hammer.  Butler  was  really  cowed.  You  know  how 
impetuous  Mr.  Blaine  is,  and  it  was  lightning  and  thunder  all  togetlier. 
Mr.  Peters,  who  sat  in  front  of  Butler,  told  Mr.  Hale  that  Butler  shook  so 
that  he  (P.)  could  feel  it  where  he  sat.  Butler  has  brow-beaten  wit- 
neitses  till  all  the  world  exceedingly  feared  and  ({uaked,  so  that  he  has, 
in  a  certain  sense,  had  free  course ;  but  this  time  he  was  faced  down  and 
pounded  and  battered,  and  very  nmeh  —  surprised,  i  was  surprised  too 
to  see  how  little  he  had  to  say  in  reply.  He  left  nearly  eveiy  point  un- 
touched, throwing  out  a  few  wild  shots.  But  yesterday  he  went  up  to  tlie 
desk  and  chatted  with  Mr.  Blaine  just  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  and 
the  whole  gallery  of  reporters  rushed  down  to  the  front  seat  and  looked 
over  below  to  see  it  —  frightfully  disgusted,  no  doubt,  that  it  was  all  talk 
and  no  tussle. 

Washington,  March  23,  1871. 

It  is  Tery  warm  to-day,  and  Miss  Ripley  took  us  driving  this  morning, 
and  then  to  lunch  with  her,  and  then  H.  went  to  Nettie  Chase's  wedding. 
The  boys  are  all  to  dine  at  General  Sherman's,  and  Mr.  Blaine  and  I  are 
going  to  (he  Thomas  concert.    H.  won't  go  because  she  is  sure  she  shall 


250  BIOGBArUY    OF  JAMBS    G.    BLAINE. 

go  to  sleep.  Tbcro  is  ami  him  boen  b  roport  sround  for  several  days  tiul 
Geneml  Butlor  v/na  to  nlDurk  Mr.  Bliuni.'  aLgaio  lo-day,  had  old  Mr.  Ewing 
HODi  his  son.  General  Clmrl««,  iowu  this  morning  U>  see  if  it  was  so,  be- 
ouiiMi  hn  wanted  to  j^  in  if  II  was,  und  wanted  Mr.  Blaine  to  be  loaded!  I 
mennt  to  go  up  and  see  for  nijsuif,  but  just  as  1  was  dressing  for  Mi» 
Kiploy'g,  the  noUs  came  from  Mr.  Itlaine  wliioh  I  onclose  with  this. 
Firfl  page.. 

General  Butler  opened  hi*  freah  itttack  on  me  to-da;  as  sooa  a*  the 
journal  was  read,  and  befurf  n  privileged  qucstiiH],  wbiuh  Famswortii  wu 
trying  to  offer,  oould  be  got  (alrl;  before  the  liouse  for  consideraticffi 

tieeoitd  pnffe, 
bj  iDviting  you  and  Miss  U.  and  myself  ta  acximpany  ihc  managers  of 
the  National  Asylum  to  FortreM  Moame  and  Norfolk  on  an  cxcarsiim 
to-morrow,  hy  boat,  to  be  back  on  Monday  morning.     Will  you  go? 

Uuy  Kowaiil  add  a  suhool  fi-iend  of  his  here  at  dinner;  also  (ienenl 
Sherman's  son  and  nnphew,  Tom  Sherman  and  Tom  Ewing,  —  all  tine  boj*. 
Tom  Sherman  bat  a  pony  and  rides  over  to  Georgetown  to  sohool  trtrt 
moi-ning  at  oighl  and  back  at  five.  Did  I  tell  you  tliat  Mr.  Pish  had  giTea 
tht?  buys  a  flnu  tiilUani-labIc  P  lu  the  evening  Mr.  Hooper  come  np. 
having  seen  in  the  evening  jiaper  an  accognt  of  somn  previous  transno- 
tintiii  alleged  to  havD  taken  place  between  Kutler  and  Ulune.  bringing  Mr, 
Hooper  In.  He  came  to  any  that  so  far  as  he  was  oonoemed.  there  was  m 
tmth  whacever  In  It.  "Dto  San  I>omlngw«sc>  are  cspet^nd  next  we*k,  smi 
there  is  no  prospect  of  an  iramedinte  a^ljoumment.  There  was  a  confer- 
ence Wcdnosd;i.v  niiilil,  Hiitlcr  being  on.  ami  when  they  were  considering 
when-  they  should  meet.  Mr.  Blaini^  invited  them  here,  and  they  came, 
Butler  and  all.  lie  came  in  and  ^ihook  hands  as  heartily  as  you  please. 
Mr.  1'.  went  iin  ihiit  Fortress  Monroe  expedition,  and  snya  fJeneral  Bullet 
seemed  lo  be  leiilly  disappoinlj'd  that  Mr.  and  Mr^.  Blaine  did  not  go, 
and  htui  till'  steamer  w:iil  for  them. 

Mr.  Sumner's  speed)  went  Urn  fiir  iigainst  the  I'resident.  The  President 
was  at  Governor  Buekingham's  in  the  evening,  and  was  much  excited  — 
for  Idm. 

Mr. hus  a  pk'lurc  of  Mr.  Blaine  that  makes  him  look  like  a  brigwiil, 

and  a  biograpliical  sketch  of  liini  makes  him  out  not  much  better.  Mr. 
Blain<'  say»  he  alwnj's  knew  tlicy  would  have  their  revenge  on  him.  Mid 
heri' ii  is.  lieneral  (iarlield  whs  here  at  breakfast.  The  Shermans  called 
last  evening,  and  iii-e  coining  liin-e  to-day  to  dinner,  and  General  Tom 
KwinK,  "'ho  is  visiting  in  town. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker: 

House  ok  RHPitESEUXATiVEa,  April  15,  1871- 
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In  basiness  affairs  your  most  frequent  use  of  interest  is  to  calculate  it 
for  short  periods,  months  and  days.  For  even  number  of  years  your  path 
is  easy  and  direct.    The  months  and  days  are  the  bother. 

The  most  comprehensive  rule  for  calculating  interest  at  six  per  cent,  for 
any  number  of  days  is  to  multiply  the  amount  by  the  number  of  days, 
and  divide  by  sixty.  For  example,  what  is  the  interest  on  $371.23  for 
eighty-three  days,  six  per  cent  ?    Process : 

$371.23 

88  


1,113.69 
29,698.4 

60)30.812.09 


$5,135 

The  reason  for  this  is,  that  in  the  interest  year  there  are  360  days,  there- 
fore if  you  multiply  by  360  and  divide  by  60,  you  do  the  same  as  multiply- 
uig'  by  6  per  cent.  If  true  for  360  days,  it  must  be  true  for  any  other 
number  of  days,  greater  or  less. 

For  5  per  cent.,  multiply  by  the  number  of  days  and  divide  by  72, 

same  as  360 yo 

o 

op  A 

Eight  per  cent.,  multiply  by  the  number  of  days  and  divide  by  45  —   _ 

o  . 

Nine  per  cent.,  multiply  by  the  number  of  days  and  divide  by  40  .=^-  _ 

Seven  per  cent,  does  not  give  an  even  quotient.  Your  easiest  way  is  to 
get  the  interest  at  6  per  cent.,  and  thc^n  add  \  of  the  result. 

Seven  and  three-tenths  you  get  jiccurately  by  multiplying  by  number  of 

days  and  dividing  by  50.     In  this  case,  however,  we  reckon  the  year  at  the 

365       3650 
calendar  number  of  days,  366.     You  g<?t  the  result  thus,  «  ,  =^    -.,    =^  50. 

For  i*eckoning  in  months  at  6  J)(M*  cent.,  always  remember  that  each 
month  is  i  per  cent.  For  two  months  you  simply  reckon  otic  per  cent. ; 
four  months  you  reckon  two ;  six  months,  three ;  eight  months,  four,  etc. 

All  well  and  send  much  love. 

Hastily  and  very  alTectionately, 

YouK  Fathp:k. 
From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker : 

Saratoga,  N.Y.,  August  15,  1871. 

The  day  after  you  sailed,  your  mother  went  home  and  I  came  to  this 
place,  where  we  have  been  since.  Emmons  went  same  day  to  New  York ; 
thence  to  Niagara;    thence  to  Cleveland;  thence  to  Chicago.;  and  then 
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Iionw!  via  Pilt*bnrgJi.  He  left  L'hii^ago  lust  ov«ning.  will  be  In  New  York 
Lo-mom>n  mtiming,  and  hitm?  Thtirminy  P.M.  .  .  .  Yam-  mother,  t 
have  uo  doDbt.  is  M-nding  you  b  letter  full  of  domesUc  news  bj-  ihb  Mamc 
iDAil.  ...  Bo  very  cnmful  and  pnidOTl  in  yottr  mnnry  luatK-Js.  ( 
want  jou  to  have  everything  iiitrdfiil  for  vonr  fomfort,  ciiltiire,  and  enjoj' 
ment,  but  do  not  forget  tliW  my  fortune  In  not  «  lai-ge  one. 
Most  lovingly  tind  ti^iiderly. 

Yiiru  F»Titr.B 

To  Walter : 

AuoL'STA,  Augnst  91,  18TI. 

.  .  .  The  greol'  flvuut  HJnce  i  wroU  you  a  w«:ok  ago  is  yuui*  fall]<-r't 
fiNmtuga  nerenwlu  B|ieeoh.  whii^h  he  ihmIc  IbaI  IVedutwIfty  cvi^ning.  An 
immense  crowd  tuMnibled  tt>  liev  blm,  and  ho  has  been  oTurwIielmed 
with  (Mngmtiilntions.  1  think  iiiyMlf  hn  was  muiit  happy,  and  [xirhspr  I 
shoald  \m  more  diffli^idt  than  alinuHl  any  cine  elite  to  please.  All  tbe  |Hipen 
haro  said  thoir  my  atmiit  it,  pro  and  oon.  .  .  .  Kmmons  lia«  oxpected 
to  leave  for  Anduvei-,  via  Baaton,  lo-tnorrow,  bat  lm.H  had  a  Idegmin  Qi» 
itftAmoon  from  yoor  faihttr  telling  hfm  not  to  lenvn  till  he  hnnm  from  him; 
no  poaaibly  hu  may  ntiL  gn  till  WadnOMlay .  1  hope  hi>  amy  not,  for  no 
longiie  can  tid«qiial"ly  portray  my  lonolineM  since  I  rairao  from  T{o«b)ii  Ebe 
day  after  you  oatit^.  [  have,  to  inyaelf.  to  lua<)  two  livmt  enlinrly  diatjnct 
from  each  other.  Tlie  one  when  I  am  with  your  father,  nil  variety,  wi(l»- 
awsko,  gay;  tbii  other  — 

From  Presiileiit  Crritiit  : 

WAfiiiMiTOS,  AngnsLSl.  1871. 
Peak  Mk.  SI'kakkk  ;  Y'mir  favor  of  the  2Klh  insl.  wiis  reocived  yes- 
ti-'rdiiyjnstlwrore  I  sl:irl^.l  for  Wa-siiingloii.  1  have  given  Mr.  llanilin, 
and  two  other  gentlemen  who  i-.illi'il  willi  him.  ii  reply  to  the  ijuestionf 
contained  in  your  letter.  I  cjin  i-eiu.'li  Itangor  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
17th  of  October,  and  can  ivmuin  doicn  Easl.  low  down,  until  siliout  Friday 
morning.  1  ennnot,  however,  Iciivo  the  limit.i  of  the  Unitoil  Slates.  Sonie- 
liow  ]  am  imder  the  impreasion  that  there  i.'i  a  stiilute,  or  some  provision, 
ngainsi  the  Pri'sldent  leaving  the  teirilory  of  the  United  Stal«s.  However, 
H'helher  there  is  or  not,  I  think  I  will  not  lie  the  one  to  establish  the  prec- 
edent of  an  executive  going  beyond  the  limits  of  his  country.  I  antid- 
pati'  a  very  plenHiint  visit  to  Maine.  It  will  be  tlie  second  time  only  that 
it  hits  fallen  tii  my  lot  to  get  so  far  Eiist.  ami  I  never  pjt  among  cleverer 
people.  When  I  wils  there  liefore  I  hail  not  yet  become  a  )>olitician,  had 
not  amiycd  a  section  and  :i  half  iipiiiist  me,  and  it  was,  loo,  just  at  the 
I'lcisc  of  a  ;,'reat  war  in  which  tlic  ignoi-ant,  liut  enthusiastic,  Maine  people, 
nut  looking  to  the  "New  Yoi'k  World"  and  other  ei|ualiy  veracious  Demo- 
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I  will  trust  myself  among  them  again,  however,  Providence  permitting, 
taking  all  the  chances  of  having  very  pleasant  recollections  dashed. 

My  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Blaine  and  the  children,  who  I  hope  are  all 
well  and  enjoying  their  vacation. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker : 

Augusta,  August  28,  1871. 

Seeing  that  General  Schenck  is  on  the  Continent,  I  have  feared  that  you 
might  have  missed  the  cheerful  welcome  you  anticipated  in  rx)ndon.     .     .     . 

I  would  not  go  to  Paris  until  you  know  that  Mr.  Washburn  is  there.  .  .  . 
I  shall  assume  that  you  have  made  your  hasty  nm  to  Scotland  before  this 
reaches  you. 

I  should  get  to  work  on  French  as  soon  as  I  well  could ;  and  be  sure 
to  pursue  it  with  great  diligence,  but  not  to  the  detriment  of  a  gi*eat 
deal  of  out-door  exercise  and  plenty  of  observation  of  what  is  going  on 
around  you. 

I  more  and  more  incline  to  the  belief  that  Paris  is  the  best  place.  I  have 
so  suggested  to  Mr.  Washburn  in  a  note  that  goes  out  by  this  mail.  As 
soon  as  you  reach  Paris  call  on  Mr.  Washburn.  It  would  be  well  for 
you  to  write  him  a  line  a  few  days  before  you  leave  London,  advising  him 
of  the  day  you  will  reach  Paris. 

Your  mother  writes  a  full  budget  of  news. 

To  Walker : 

Augusta,  Septembers,  1871. 

.  .  .  Your  father  and  I  had  the  first  reading  of  your  letter  in  the 
carriage  over  Malta  Hill.  How  delighted  we  were  to  hear  from  you  I 
cannot  express.  Your  father  is  well  pleased  with  you.  Thinks  you 
outdo  him  as  a  traveller.  He  was  saying,  at  the  supi)er-tiible,  that  next 
summer  if  Emmons  wanted  to  go  over  to  meet  you,  he  should  make  no 
objection ;  whereupon  Alice  insists  that  he  told  you  over  and  over  again 
to  keep  away  from  Americans  !  **  Surely  Emmons  is  an  American!"  .  .  . 
Your  father  expects,  Tuesday,  to  leave  for  Pennsylvania.  The  local  poli- 
tics are  becoming  very  interesting.  A  partisan  warfare  is  waged  between 
the  Journal  and  the  Standard,  and,  of  course,  your  father  is  the  mark 
for  most  of  the  shafts  and  honors.  W.,  it  is  reported,  has  gone  over  to 
the  Democrats.  .  .  .  You  cannot  think  how  high  the  partisan  spirit 
seems  to  run  this  election.  Your  father  has  just  had  sent  him  from  down 
town  a  Democrat  sheet,  which  that  party,  in  lack  of  a  daily  paper,  have 
just  issued.  Two-thirds  of  it  certainly  devoted  to  him.  .  .  .  How  glad 
I  shall  be  when  the  city  and  State  are  well  carried,  Monday  evening! 
.  .  .  I  am  immensely  interested,  for  I  feel  that  there  has  been  a 
deliberate  effort  to  break  down  your  father.  Nothing  at  the  bottom  of  it, 
I  presume,  but  envy. 

Monday  evening.  Well,  Walker,  the  election  is  over  and  well  over. 
Every  wi^rd  io  this  city  ia  oarded  by  Republioans  —  a  thing  which  I  think 
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hu  hiuilly  «rar  \tt»a  boforB.  This  eitjr  is  t!«iTt«()  by  3.*KI.  Other  town* 
have  thrown  vpry  luryn  toM>*.  (Jr«inp  [n  voncrnbln  tiuighbor]  Tottd 
»mi>ng  the  Hmt,  fi^kring  that  he  inighl  dif  iluring  th«  daj:  If  he  pul  H  off. 
EvOTj  onu  cnnj^Hilateii  jniir  fnihor  on  thr  flpction  In  this  city  ns  n  jmr- 
sonnl  i>ompHment.  Iluw  hn  wniild  fi>el  in  lniV(>  hud  ft  Ivlrgmphed  nil 
over  the  conniry.  u  il  wn«  to  bo,  Uwl  AugiixtA,  i\M>  hnme  of  Morrill  asA 
Itlaino,  hull  jtow  linniocrstii- ! 

To  Walker : 

AuatJITA,  Septamber  13,  l^TI. 

We  bftve  had  a  great  treat  this  aftCTnoun,  viz.,yoor  fli'»t  and  ^ccnnit 
batch  of  I.oniluD  iMtiirK,  Lhr  ln«t  dntti  of  wliich  wmi  August  30.  K«ther 
expeuted  lo  git  lo  Bntloii  to-<laj  .  biil.as  his  alay  i»  (jnlte  a  KarioDd  one.twn 
wn«ks  at  Inavt  in  Penniij'Ivtinin,  and  as  thitn:  were  a  ^tint  aianj'  Intr^rmw 
concerning  eleicUon  to  r«oolre  and  lo  send  away,  ho  oniK-Iudod  to  defer  hi» 
dopaHiim  till  tu-morrow  ;  wi  he  wait  hnnt  l»  tvoA  nut  yunr  Intten.  Finit,  they 
were  read  in  the  "  tpare  chamber"  —  S.,  M.,  and  I  the  audience.  Whn 
about  half  tlimugh.  Alice  and  (J,  oddod  thiimadve*  l(i  thi'  little  rlrde. 
the  foriMer  vei^  indignant  that  we  hail  not  i>«nl  for  b«r  to  hoar  th^  WgtD- 
ning  of  lh<i  nurnitivu.  'Ilion  tieurgc  wiMlold  to  put  old  i'rince  into  hnmoK 
and  go  for  Aunt  (.'.  Of  ouurve,  ahu  was  inoi'e  than  ready;  ao  at  i^upper 
we  had  reading  nnnibiT  two,  and,  Aunt  II.  aiming  in  duritif;  tlie  cvi^nbg. 
there  waa  a  third  reading;,  your  father  officiating  everj-  time.  We  all 
think  you  are  doing  aplnididly,  aedng  n  great  deal,  and  dMcrihing  «!)  lo  ^ 
US  Willi  grc:it  :iccnracy  iind  freshnoss.  But  do  not  write  any  more  on  bolh 
sides  of  thai  p:i|ipr.  Ymir  fiuhiT  siiys  iiso  il,  if  you  wish,  but  write  only 
on  onti  siili'.  You  hiivn  nci  idc;i  how  iiup;ili<'i)(ly  wi>  n-aiit  to  read,  iind  ho* 
slowly  wi>  Imvi'  to  fi-v\  our  wi^y.  .  .  .  Tbi;  .■lc;clioii,  :is  you  will  wc  by 
the  p:i|ii'i-s  your  fiitbcr  seiil  mu  this  ui'miiiig,  li;is  turued  oul  splendidly.  A 
graml  viu<ti<*:ilir>u  of  your  d.-an-^l  .hid,  1li:i1  of  Ihis  town  is.  .411  the  capilsl 
of  tlie  l).'niorr:.1ie  pArly  sRcrar.l  lo  In-  .i-tilrcd  in  him.  ...  He  got 
oil' vi'slt'rcliiy  niicin,  stiiilcd  in  his  iisu;il  Kiirrv.  At  the  last  moment,  there 
wa-s  the  k.'V  of  his  ftrrnif.'  lio\  inissiii;;  —  was  I'orluniite  enough  to  find  it, 
rarch'ssly  ii'fl  on  tho  rloc^k  '.  M  thi>  ".lonnml  "  office  there  wac  proof  lo 
I'orrect,  i-iir-  niii;intjnn>  in.     Tln^n  thi'rr  \v:i,s  lli.'  bank,  and  ;il  every  comer 


snnii'  r>ni'  nil 

imitii:  lo  >io|.  Iiini.     llow.'icr,  W  -^oX  olV,  cheerful  and  bright,  for 

\v    f.>.>l,S    lllil 

.1  he  Inis  coni|iLcri>d  ch.riously  in  Ihis  town,  and  I  have  already 

Wm\  two  UOti 

cs  from  him  — one  sent  from  Itnmswiek and  anoUier  from  Port- 

huid.     .     . 

siiiisfiulion. 

.     .     .     And,  by  the  w:iy,  one  of  the  things  about  your  letters 

which    ple^E^' 

■••.-A  your  fatlinr  es|).>cially   is    the  address.       I  often  see    him 

showing'  It  . 

:uiil  challeiiRinfr  :iihninitii>n  for  it.     .     .     .     I  greatly  miss  the 

(.■i.inyn,.-ia  ., 

f  nwlins  .'.onr  Ictlcis  with  hint.     We  have,  since  they  began 
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our  hearts  as  yon  have  in  the  way  you  have  improved  the  first  two  weeks 
of  your  stay  in  Europe. 

To  Walker : 

AiiGiTSTA,  September,  21,  1871. 

.  .  .  The  mail  also  brought  me  a  letter  from  vour  father,  written 
Sunday  afternoon  at  Elizabt^tli,  when  he  was  wanderino^  over  coal-fields 
and  thinking  sadly  of  his  mother. 

To  Walker : 

Augusta,  September  24,  1871. 

.  .  .  It  is  a  week  last  Wednesday  since  your  fatlier  went  away,  and  I 
am  beginning,  as  you  may  suppose,  to  long  for  liis  good  company  once 
more.  He  left  Pittsburgh  Friday  evening,  was  in  New  York  yesterday,  and 
telegraphed  me  to  write  him  to  Parker  Hous«*  by  last  night's  mail,  so  that 
I  expect  him  home  next  Wednesday.  He  spent  his  time  in  Elizabeth 
going  over  coal-fields,  but  1  do  not  yet  know  whether  he  purchased  any 
more  of  that  kind  of  property. 

.  .  .  He  has  succeeded  in  purchasing  some  more  coal-land  —  only 
^28,000  worth,  however.  Payments  very  easy.  I  expect  him  home 
Wednesday.  .  .  .  (Ji-amp  hopes  to  live  to  vote  for  Grant  next  Pres- 
ident. Thinks  Mr.  Hlaine  will  certainly  be  the  next,  but  he  shall  not  be 
here  to  vote  for  him ;  shall  intercede  for  him  in  heaven,  however. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker: 

Boston,  September  26,  1871. 

I  am  thus  far  on  my  return  from  Pennsylvania,  where  I  have  been  for 
ten  days  past. 

I  reached  here  at  ten  Saturday  night. 

Emmons  had  come  up  to  meet  me  in  the  afternoon,  and  spent  yesterday 
(Sunday)  with  me.  We  went  to  church  in  the  Old  South,  and  in  the  after- 
noon drove  out  to  Uncle  Jacob's.  This  nioniing  at  seven  Emmons 
returned  to  Andover.  He  had  received  your  letter  from  Edinburgh.  I 
think  he  is  studying  verj'  well  this  session,  and  seems  really  very  much  in- 
terested in  Mr.  Tilton —  is  growing  rapidly.     .     .     . 

I  hope  you  will  get  settled  down  to  study  in  Paris  at  once.  Be  sure  to 
get  into  a  good  family  where  you  will  hear  no  English  and  the  best  of 
French.  Mr.  Washburn  will  give  you  good  advice,  I  am  sure.  1  am 
writing  very  hastily,  relying  on  your  mother  to  give  you  all  the  details  of 
news.     .     .     . 

Massachusetts  is  in  a  great  ferment  over  the  Butler  nuuiination.  The 
convention  is  at  Worcester  on  Monday,  ami  the  result  will  pi-obably  be 
known  to  you  before  you  receive  this.  1  think  Butler  will  be  beaten,  but 
others  fear  his  nomination. 


2!M 
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I-V.in   Walkpr: 

Skitkmber  27.  Wh 

I  uniinot  heat  to  think  of  uilMlDg  the  presldentliil  i'le>ctJon  next  full.  1 
u'aiit  to  tie  at  hume  olid  ^tump  Ui«  SLite  like  tin-  iniiti  who  sluniped  ii  vriili 
Hanicil  Webster  —  held  the  horse  while  the  ^reat  Duiiel  harangued  Uk 
luidionue  from  the  bugg}. 


From  Mr.  Blaine  in  Wiilknr  : 

The  great   event  jii«  i 
Butler  lit  WorceaWr  yesterday, 
nouiiuated  —  one  of  tJie  best  of  mi 


AuoLSTA.  SeptuniU-r  W.  I»ri. 

*  1(1  the   public  mind  is  tht?  (lefeHl  at 

>u  kuuw  the  Mr.   Wtinhbum  nhn  n 

.     .     .     Alioe  it*  making  tliw!  jiruf^ 


Tn  Walker: 

Al'UDHTa,  SopIeniberSH,  1871. 

Tuendsj'  evening.  Just  before  otglil,  I  got  »  telegmui  froiu  your  fwhcr 
Miying  that  ho  whs  on  thi^  tTain  due  at  that  himr,  and  would  expect  in  tint! 
Georgia  at  tin-  depot.  .  .  .  The  ni^lit  was  Blonu}',  and  Ueor^rn  bad  b«>ii 
dismisxfd  till  Ihn  next  day.  Of  courw  thtnv  was  not  a  bit  of  meal  iu  thu 
houM.  Huwever,  It  waa  everything  to  liavo  Lliu  nowtng  home.  Man' 
Hew  down  the  lano,  and  (ieorgo*  fatlxr  came  to  Uio  rescue  niiil  fanr- 
ncMed.  A  good  nqiper  traa  knocked  i^  with  the  belp  of  Sloaa,  and  at 
fifteen  minutes  past  eight  your  dear  dad  was  comfortably  housed,  sitting 
before  a  lilu/iiig  lln-  in  the  bad;  p.irlor.  lie  hail  spent  Monday  night  nt 
Ibtmiitun  in  conipiiny  witli  the  Stowes,  having,  of  course,  a  most  brilliant 
time,  JIarrlel  lli-eulier  lnjlng  in  oiif  nf  lier  roo.st  communicative,  social 
niiXHis.  KtnnKitis  went  baek  to  .\iLdoiui-  -Moridiiy  moniing  early,  looking. 
your  fallitT  snys,  as  well  as  be  ever  ssiw  liini  in  hi.s  life,  and  appearing  like 
a  gooil  buy  :ind  u  faithful  .ichuhir.  Ht-  thinks  be  shall  lay  up  on  his  alien- 
nnce !     t)n<'  liiiiidred  dollars  is  due  him  already,  though,  of  course,  he  has 


AtiGUSTA,  October  ii,  IsTl. 
In  llie  libi"ir\  Mr  sheiman  [Mr  Blame  i  pri\  ite  seere- 
lipyj  IS  bligenllv  at  wotk  luiking  m  actui-ate  hsi  of  committees,  lo- 
gLilui  Willi  H -If;"  iliun>  jml  m  w  iiiLmbtrs  and  the  outs  — a  very  nice 
l<.b  iiikil  — iiid  I  h  ird  liiiii  till  >oui  father  \esterday  he  thought 
III  hi  I  /  ML  oMi  the  Minus  in  his  an\iit>  lome  tliirty  Iime^.  In  tlie 
niirsciy  I!  II  mi  imciir  tilt  geiieriMnp  of  Alici  has  eiidently  broken 
b->  L  Hull  <re  ^itiiireil  J  in  1  M  iiid  Alice  ami  Llizn  ind  aslbeii' 
I  -ikrstiiil  111  lui  1  no  IK  till  1:1  lt^  I  permit  soon  beiomes  license. 
T  t  itliLi    I    ini  li  ij  ]  \   t<      1}     li  IS  gone  out  fur  a  wnlk. 


BIOGRAPHY    OF   JAMES    G.    BLAINE,  257 

higher.  This  morning  I  rode  down  town  with  Q.  to  get  the  darling  some 
boots,  also  to  canvass  the  field  a  little  before  making  the  change  in  his 
clothes.  At  half-past  twelve,  just  as  we  were  turning  our  faces  home- 
wards, your  father  hailed  us  from  Mr.  Flurder's  saloon,  to  come  over  and 
have  Q.-s  picture  taken.  His  dress  was  torn  and  his  boots  shabby,  but  I 
hope  we  got  somethino^  that  will  at  least  remind  you  of  the  little  brother. 
Your  father  also  sat;  and  Alice,  who  came  in  on  her  way  from  school, 
wanted  to,  but  it  was  too  late.  Your  father  has  just  interrupted  me  to 
read  some  letters  about  his  ro(;ent  coal  purchases.  He  is  immensely 
pleased.  Finds  that  the  M.'s  were  after  the  very  property  he  has  pur- 
chased. .  .  .  Since  I  wrote  you  lie  has  returned  from  Boston.  He  was 
there  only  one  day,  but  in  that  time  bought  blankets  and  got  my  mended 
jewelrj'  from  Shreve  &  Stanwood,  where  it  has  been  ever  since  you  sailed, 
and  had  business  interviews  unsatisfactory  and  satisfactory  with  Warren 
Fisher  and  Mr.  Hayes,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  got  home  on  the 
four  o'clock  train  yesterday  afternoon,  his  beloved  Kinglake  ("Crimea'') 
still  accompanying  him.  .  .  .  You  see.  Walker,  I  write  you  the  most 
trivial  details  of  our  life.  I  go  out  but  little,  and  even  if  I  went  more  my 
narrative  would  still  nm  on  the  same  way.  I  wrote  just  such  letters  to 
your  father  when  he  was  away  as  you  are,  and  he  said  the  very  sight  of 
the  home  names  wiis  a  refreshment  to  him.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Pike  has  in- 
quired with  the  gi'catest  interest  for  you.  She  tliinks  she  never  saw  such 
children,  meaning  you,  your  brothers  and  sisters !     Father  has  gone  to 

,  loudly  bewailing  his  sad  fate  in  having  to  leave  his  pleasant  fireside, 

his  darling  Q.,  and  his  sweet  M.  Mr.  Sherman  is  waiting  for  this  letter, 
and  now  nothing  remains  but  for  me  to  bid  my  dearest  boy  good-by.  I 
send  you  no  advice,  for  you  know,  better  than  I  can  tell  you  in  words,  the 
youth  and  man  I  wish  you  to  be.  God  bless  and  keep  you !  Be  sure  to 
write  about  your  financial  matters,  as  the  dada  wishes  to  know. 


From  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburn  : 

Paris,  October  5,  1871. 

Blaine  :  Tlie  great  question  which  now  agitates  all  circles  in  Paris  — 
bu-siness,  swial,  political,  and  diplomatic — is,  whether  or  not  **  Blaine  is 
soriy." 

An  early  antl  a  categorical  answer  **  Yes  *'  or  '*  No  "'  would  lend  to  the 
quiet  of  Europe. 


To  Air.  Blaine  from  Hon.  Horace  (ireeley : 

New  York,  October  6,  1871. 

.  .  .  1  would  like  to  visit  Bangor  with  your  crowd,  but  I  am  chosen 
defendant  in  a  libel  suit  which  is  to  be  tried  the  week  of  yoiu*  festival.  As 
I  am  seldom  chosen  anything,  I  feel  obliged  to  accept. 


moGBAPUY    OF  JAifRS 


AroiWA.  Oclober  ».  1S71. 
,  .  .  I  gut  no  line  from  yon.  A  week  yDiUrilfty  mominK  since  we 
tieanl  Iroiu  jou.  y<mr  tmher  nita  in  Uu>  pnrlor  UitMiug  his  feet  over  the 
tire,  a  eiispiclouii  ilnniiinexs  linving  willed  upon  Ihrro  in  the  ^rdeii,  where 
he  and  Tom  Shpntmii  huvn  lieun  uMtn'iKing nr  vxomiHlng —  wbii'li  joulikc. 
I  liavp  JiiKt  Iwtin  Facing  to  lilm.  "Am  1  not  bfttnr  li>  iImp  tlmn  t«n  soniV' 
■■Ym,"!!!!  »nj'»,  ■'mill  if  you  werw  bi^ttor  tlmn  iwrttuiy,  I  still  wwii  the 
HODS."  I  thought  liu  wu  uneuy  »bout  you,  hut  he  Mya  be  i»  not.  Still, 
iny  [leur  boy,  Im  portic-uiv  hi  aend  iiITii  Itittur.  if  uf  ever  aa  few  liite^.  bv 
fi-mjiiiaiit  luoila.  .  .  .  Your  father  aud  Ur.  Sbernian  are  still  dMjwr- 
lOwJy  busy  over  tlia  itnumlthivx.  It  U  t>itrt  of  tli«  (Hiwcr  of  the  Speaket. 
iind,  like  bveryUiliig  hIh*  wurtli  uiythiiig.  i>  a  nwk  of  uffenc*  »ad  a  block 
of  titumblliig  til  niaiiy,  though  to  iitimni  tlio  chief  comer-stone.  .  .  - 
Kriday  be  oxpiKflit  to  go  tu  Kinlun  tu  p)irlk'i|iute  in  the  boDors  paid  the 
l^sldont.  nil  of  whii-h  li«  will  •««,  anil  a  port  of  whicb  be,  8«  be  is  him- 
»ulf  tlid  ulty'n  gucHl.  Tuesdny  lii!  ch^hk-'Im  Htniply  lo  uvniu  tlirouf^h  towo 
with  the  Pr«Hident  on  IiIh  way  lo  bangor.  The  l'r«sident  atuptt.  1  belierv. 
nbout  twenty  mlnutna  only,  lie  —  your  fntliur  —  Iiates  it,  but  I  suppu&c  il 
would  not  do  for  the  I'resldent  to  oonie  into  Haiue  and  tbu  Sp«aki'r  not  hi 
liei>i  to  Kira  him.  Mr.  Morrill  Kiitv  rid  uf  the-  whole  tiling  by  Stirling^  U. 
Kanwit  tu  M»^  May  lo-iuorrow. 


AiiiCSTA,  October  9.  I»71. 
I  ^ari^.  ...  I  sUlI  ding  lo  (lie 
oil  mti.sl  i-ontine  j-ourself  to  French 
iK'li  iti  llii^  .\nierii-an  ijolony.  I  do  not 
ly  I'liiitine  yourself,  but  [  am  very 
nd   study   I'uriii  in  all   ils  moods  and 

'uublcs»nd  perplexities  of  making  up 
job  1  tlnd  il.     Tlie 

■f  Me.  Washburn  for  gov- 
ips  into  ray  hand< 

eningcall. 
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than  any  man  living,  and  yet  which  I  ouglit  not  to  submit  to  a  corporate 
body.  Mr.  Swing's  life  is  now  flickering  in  its  socket,  so  that  any  moment 
the  dread  notice  may  come.  1  took  Ellen  out  last  week,  and  he  seemed  so 
utterly  feeble  that  she  could  not  venture  with  me  to  the  St.  Louis  fair,  and  I 
left  her  at  Lancaster.  On  my  return  tliere  on  Tuesday  last  he  was  better,  and 
we  came  home  yesterday,  leaving  him  in  this  unceitAin  condition.  Just  as 
we  started  we  learned  that  his  old  faithful  physician.  Dr.  Roustler,  had 
fallen  dead,  and  we  dared  hardly  reveal  the  whole  truth,  though  he  read 
it  in  our  acts.  I  beg  you  will,  then,  aid  me  in  explaining  to  the  good  people 
of  Bangor  that,  however  anxious  I  may  be  to  be  present  on  the  17th,  I  am 
restrained  by  private  reasons  that  are  overwhelming.  Of  course  I  will 
answer  the  president  of  the  company  in  general  terms. 

To  Walker : 

Augusta,  October  14,  1871. 

.  .  .  Your  father  goes  to  Boston  to-day  at  twelve  M.  to  meet  the 
President.  He  stops  at  the  St.  James,  and  hfis  written  Kmnions  to  meet 
him  there  this  evening.  I  have  had  a  letter  from  him  this  morning  full 
<»f  the  Chicago  calamity.  He  was  so  full  of  Chicago  he  would  think  of 
nothing  else. 

M.  and  Q.  are  playing  on  the  sofa.  The  latter  has  been  trying  all  the 
morning  for  a  cat.  I  heard  him  before  breakfast  on  the  porch  calling  to 
George  to  go  out  and  lind  him  a  cat.  There*  are  so  many  on  the  premises 
that  tliey  go  out  ver}'  much  as  one  would  hunt  an  elephant  in  Africa.  Sure 
enough,  he  came  in  a  few  minutes  ago  hugging  up  a  very  fair  specimen 
of  the  feline  race.  This  is  a  specimen  of  M.'s  mancpuvring  to  get  the  kit- 
ten :  **Oh,  Q.,  you  be  the  mother,  and  play  that  you  are  out  shopping  to 
buy  something  for  the  baby's  birthday,  a  little  gold  chain  or  something, 
ril  be  the  nurse  and  stay  at  home  and  lake  care  of  the  baby.  Here,  darling, 
come  to  nursey,"  and  Q.,  overpowered  by  the  argument,  sun-enders,  and 
M.  sits  on  the  sofa,  fondling  and  enjoying  to  her  heart's  content. 

I  do  not  know  how  much  you  may  have  seen  of  the  Chicago  fire.  All  the 
prominent  newspaper  iu;counts,  doubtless.  There  never  was,  and  (jod 
grant  there  never  may  be,  an^1:hing  like  it.  Perhaps  you  know  that  your 
father  has  been  very  much  urged  to  buy  in  Chicago  lands,  and  when  he 
was  in  Boston  to  see  you  otl',  a  gentleman  from  ( ■.,  engaged  in  real-estate 
business  in  that  city,  was  at  the  Parker  House,  pushing  the  matter  very 
hard.  I  suppo.sed  that  your  father  had  invested  a  good  many  thousands, 
but  it  seems  his  lucky  star  is  still  in  the  ascendant,  for  when  in  Pennsylva- 
nia lately  he  decided  to  use  all  his  money  in  coal-lands,  and  sent  back  there 
all  the  papers,  bonds,  etc.,  connected  with  this  business.     .     .     . 

Think  of  the  winter  which  is  before  those  crowds  of  people  I  Any 
quantity  of  work,  but  no  shelter.  Jn  live  years,  your  father  thinks  less, 
Chicago  will  be  rebuilt.  ...  I  suppose  Mons  and  he  are  to-day  al 
the  St.  James.  Sunday  the  President  comes  to  Bangor,  stops  here  about 
twenty  minutes.  I  shall  go  to  the  depot  and  get  a  passing  word  with 


your  dosr  ilwlily.  who  la  to  kmp  wjtli  tho  rreddent  tfll  Friday    .     . 
I   hkve  heiiiil  irom   tour    tutber   Uila  &ft«muoii.      He    reoc'bM)    tknton  \ 
111  »,30  Sntitrdny  nvi^iiing.   Kiiiind  Kmmona  Aiid  anitUloraiKii  waiting  (or  him. 
Saw  tbs  President,  the  T.M..  Mrs.  Grant  aad  Nellie,  tuid  Uiv  hny.  Bnak- 
fiuUsl  witii  Uirm.  Tliiin  vienl  to  Dr.  Piitnun's  chim-h.  ttoxbiiry.    ftminonH 
tinil  tho  CiniDt  boy  went  wllli  Colltiotor  RumcII,  to  ftiuiiiil  iu!rvk-«  mi  the 
M.'liool-«l)ip.     .    .     .    To-moiTow  tkoy  ixmi«  to  Mnino.     1  »x)>«ct  to  go  U  J 
ibe  ilepot  to  aeo  >our    buher.   but    be  hu  to  keeji  on  lu   BHngur.  not  I 
nsttimlng  till  Priilaj.    .    .    .    Aunt  C.  i*  down  MpeDiling  tbo  vvcnin^.  I 
She  hiu  copied  ne&rly  all  your  leltem  into  »  l>ouk.     Aiiue  Uiioka  it  will  be 
w  intcroHing  to  Wiilkvr'a  children  and  childran'R  chiMron  to  read  them. 
...     .     EinuiouB  is  !u  dUtrms  (or  your  Grvok  Wxifun.    lie  is  so  ««idoiiu- 
okl  now  that  ho  hntcMi  tn  buy  a  new  ono. 

DCTOHEB  19. 

.  .  .  F.iihpr  in  In  llangor,  ancompanylng  the  ['resident.  I  look  M. 
iuid  <J.  oBil  vMio  u  utiur  lb(!  dt^put  as  I  tlamd  TutiKUy  aflomoon.  Th«r« 
was  n  gront  crdwd,  I  did  not  m«  lilm,  as  I  sat  high  up  lh«  hill  in 
oarriiige ;  nciUitrr  ilid  1  Mo  Uil>  ulhur  digiiilat^es  who  w«rt!  pnsvnl,  Imt  [  I 
■aw,  txtst  nf  ttll,  your  fatlifr.  who,  as  iwon  as  he  had  Introduced  the  Pras-  | 
ident  to  Muyor  Evctlyth,  huntiHl  an  up  and  upenl  a  duligfalful  t[nt 
of  an  bonr  at  thei  cun-lage.  ...  I  think,  from  the  newDpupw  I 
at-H-'ounts,  tiiat  thu  whole  oelobrntion  n(  Ban;^i'  tuusl  he  a  great  8u>i 
Ymir  tathvT  told  mo  that  he  dined  at  Mr.  Hooper'i  Sunday  evening  wiH  I 
Agauiz,  Longfellow,  flolnipx,  Ixtwell,  and  other  juvana.  Knjoycd  it  ex-  ' 
Iremcly.  ,  .  .  Wv  ivitu  (e.ii'fiilly  disappointed  not  lo  receive  a  letter 
rrom  yim.  Voiir  l:il)ii'i'  (^nultl  mil  Iji-lieve  tliut  I  hiul  none  for  him.  . 
V..I1  ciinnii!  Irll  liciw  :,ii\i.iLi>  it  makes  iiu-  iiotio  hear. 


October  93. 

:il    [lie  lalile  toiling  away  over  his  com- 

l':i.~t  a>   lit'   ^ts  them  arrangi>d.  just  so 

lies   up   u  hidi  dixan-anges   not  one,  but 

I'  riiw  of  bricks.     Il  i<t  n  niatti>v  in  which 

111'  iliiiii'.bell  h:i3  been  ringing  tho  whole 

line   in  IweiUy    wlio   call.       Yesterday 

1  Ment  out  with  your  father  and  Alice  in 

till'  evening.     In  the  aiteriiuon  he  toot 

up  oil  the  knoll.     .    .    .     Saturday  wis 

iif  your  Hrst  Paris  letter.    You  cannot 

L'  lu  hear.     As  1  told  ynu  in  my  last,  your  father 

•  for  hlni  «hen  I  met  him  Tuewlsy. 

■eKs  the  li'iwt  anxiety,  but  when  li? 

t  <|uite  i-iini-eal  his 
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was  greeted  by  the  joyful  words,  «« A  letter  of  the  longest  kind  from 
Walker/^  Down  we  sat  at  the  table,  and  wliile  I  poured  coffee  and  tea 
and  otherwise  waited  on  the  children,  your  father  read.  Then  when  he 
had  read  about  half,  I  took  the  manuscript  and  read  out  while  he  ate  his 
breakfast.  With  thankful  hearts,  we  read  of  your  getting  to  Paris  and 
among  friends.  Now  I  shall  feel  entirely  different  from  what  I  have 
while  you  were  in  London,  isolated.  We  like  your  arrangement  about 
school  very  much.  Of  course,  it  is  an  experiment,  but  I  hope  it  will  work 
satisfactorily.  At  any  rate,  you  will  not  fail  to  master  French.  Friday 
morning  I  had  a  telegram  from  your  father,  saying  that  he  would  not  be 
at  home  till  afternoon.  He  had  left  Bangor  the  night  before  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  gone  through  to  Portland.  Then,  after  a  wearisome  barouche 
piXKjession,  at  one  o'clock  he  took  leave  of  His  Excellency  and  set  his  face 
homewards,  and  here  he  now  is,  and  here  he  expects  to  stay  for  at  least  a 
week.  I  suppose  there  never  was  anything  like  the  time  they  had  in 
Bangor.  The  speeches  were  good  as  they  could  bo.  Underlying  the 
speeches  was  the  best  of  feeling.  Hospitalit}'  flowt^i  like  a  river,  and 
not  an  untoward  (circumstance  marred  the  perfect  whole.  Your  father 
stopped  with  Mr.  Hamlin,  and  wa»«  obliged  to  bon*ow  his  host^s  dress  coat 
to  wear  to  the  dinner  and  reception.  Don't  you  think  he  must  have  looked 
funny  ?  As  Hannibal  never  weal's  coats  of  any  other  cut,  of  course  he 
had  one  in  reserve  for  himself. 

.  .  .  Your  father  is  waiting  to  take  my  letter  to  the  post-office,  so  I 
must  say  good-night  to  my  dear  Ijoy.  I  long  to  see  you.  No  words  can 
express  how  much.  I  have  every  confidence  that  you  will  not  abuse  your 
fadier^s  indulgence,  and  if  you  make  any  mistakes,  be  sure  to  write  me  or 
him  all  about  it.  Do  not  be  afraid,  under  any  circumstances,  of  giving  us 
your  fullest  confidence.  When  your  father  was  in  Bangor  he  saw  a  great 
deal  of  Rear- Admiral  Alden.  He  sails  very  soon  for  Europe.  Takes  out 
General  Sherman.  His  ship  is  the  **  Wabash,"  the  flagship  of  the  European 
squadron.  He  has  invited  you  to  go  with  him,  but  your  father  felt  obligeci 
to  decline,  because  he  wants  you  to  improve  your  stay  in  Paris  by  the 
acquisition  of  French. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker : 

Augusta,  October  24,  1871. 

Your  mother  and  I  observed  with  much  concera  and  no  little  pain  that 
after  you  returned  to  London  your  letters  seemed  a  little  low-spirited. 
You  did  not  go  anywhere  and  seemed  all  tired  of  London.  .  .  .  There 
seemed  a  perfect  cessation  of  interest.  ...  I  shall,  of  course,  expect 
the  most  absolute  frankness  from  yon,  with  a  veiT  full  explanation  of  the 
cause  of  your  low  spirits  after  you  return.     .     .     . 

And  here  let  me  caution  you  in  regard  to  loaning  money.  You  must  not 
do  it.  Your  letter  of  creiiit  is  to  supply  your  own  wants,  not  to  enable 
you  to  loan  money  to  others.*      .      .      .      But  don't  let  it  prey  on  your 

*  Mr.  Blaine**  oonjeetore  was  right.  Walkor  bad  loaned  a  large  •um,  but  It  waa  to  a  friend 
and  WM  duly  returned. 
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Aplrits.  Bo  cheerfiil.  enjny  jntirMilf,  oni)  iM!*niirt!  Krenoh  &s  npidlj  Mjmi 
on  ;  and,  nbovc  iiU.  do  not  in  any  event  snttn  yourwif  lo  b.-  l«l  uUajr. 
Ih)  not  iHTmit  yniinwlf  lii  iii>  anything  whi<-h  yon  woulil  blttah  la  ociiifiM 
III  ynur  mother  or  Ui  nio. 

I  ilo  notwiah  yoa  to   fool   it  ynii   likvo  liunnl  niitnny  tliftt  I  blMim  ynt 
r»o  hnnihly.    V'hi  will  tinitenbind  Ui»t  1  writo  tii  the  di-upoat  bikI  U 
nifi-niuii  (or  yiiii.     Yuu  are  the  very  apple  nf  my  oya,  and  MiyUiiag  wnog   | 
wlUi  ynu  gnM  to  tlin  vitry  nurr  nf  my  heart. 

Xuw.  if  yuM  have  ha<t  any  8ort  of  ntlahap  or  trmible  that  ynn  do  wC 
wish  b)  wrllci  iibont  In  your  homo  Ivlton,  write  loe  a  privnln  note  lo  thr 
?arki»r  IIuunc,  BoxUiu.  marLinv,  ■■  To  bo  caUoiI  for."  Ai  I  «ha1l  Iw  lii 
Boston  ever}'  few  days  in  N'ovnnitHtr  (I).V.),  I  ihalt  enaiJy  p^t  it  without 
uUiwrvntiiiu. 

VoJir  franknem  towards  ine  mrort  bit  i-<)ani  lu  mr  nffHiicn  fur  joo. 


Kn.m  Mr.  BUin.- Ui  Walkf-r: 

AtousTA.  OetoUjr2«.  1871, 
...  -So  Iniig  iut  tliiTi-  U  jierfiMJt  luid  abaoluii!  fraQkimw  biTCwnen  t». 
I  feel  at  eani?  in  regard  Ui  }\n> ;  but  where  concnalinont  begins,  trouble  bv- 
gina.  .  .  .  Wo  sIripjHtl  the  huuM  yeiitcrday  of  Rvnry  apare  p'tnx  i>f 
(Clothing  for  till-  WliuL-onsin  and  Mioiiigan  sufil'mra,  so  while  vdu  are  i^n- 
Joying  yourtf  [f  fn  ParU  thin  winter,  yiiur  pleaaura  will  not  b»  dfcrvaiwd 

•    -^ '-  -    ■'    ■■     ' !-.>.!—    : ^.-r.,-    .1..     ,,j^^.    .,|.    ^,„^ 


From  Mr.  Ilhiii 


.  \V;ilk,-i 


AuGiaTA,  October  30,  1871. 

W'v  :ire  alioiil  In  liiivi'   pu.il.il  uura  iioiv  through  here  all  the  way  to  :?i. 

.tiilm.  luid  :is  •'mm  ;i,s  Hn-  Kuni|K-!iti  iitid  N.iHh  American  road  is  finished  to 

llidifiiv  (May,  1N7-.?).  tlii'V  i>\]iect   Id   seml   llie  ff.i-cigii mails  that  way.  ex- 

li.'i'lin;,'  111  guiti   lull\  lliiily-sLx  tu  fcirlv-ciglil  houi-s  in  tlie   regular  rr.tns- 

iiiissii f  l.'tr.T-^    h.'iu.-i'ii   IS.isimi  :iii(l   Londiiu,  and   at   least  twenty-four 

litlwinMi  .N.'H-    ViJik   :iii<i  I di)ii.      Ilo^lon   letters  have  now  all  to  goto 

N'.'w   V"Lk,     'IIm-  fi:i)u  liDiii  liiTf  would  Ih-  still  greater. 

.  .  .  I  »;i.>i  liu-y  :iU  day  yt'slevdiiy  willi  a  special  agent  of  the  I'oji- 
OlIWi'  lii-[i:iriiiiriit,  .'iiid  »itli  (lie  ruilniiiil  antliorities,  in  ari'anging  postal 
.■;if-;    iVoiu    Hii-liin    1..   Si.   ,fr.liii,    li.   lie'jin    Xovember    I;!.      .     .      ,     You 

mn.     I  li:iv,-  :ill  ilir  tijii.-  1.1  iiiiiii.  Ill  .viliiihit.',  aiiil  tu  provide  for  my  large 
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(Enclosing  photograph.)      Auousta,  November  7,  1871. 

This  is  Q.  — just  as  he  was  caught  upon  the  street  about  four  weeks 
since.  He  is  a  great  driver.  To-day  I  was  out  exercising  in  the  back 
yard,  and,  looking  up  on  the  top  of  the  portico,  found  the  rogue  quietly  sit- 
ting there.  He  had  crawled  out  from  the  gallery,  and  did  not  seem  to 
know  that  he  was  out  of  place  at  all.  Alice  is  having  her  face  taken,  and 
will  send  you  soon.  I  enclose  a  letter  to  you  which  she  was  busy  writing 
a  few  days  ago. 

To  Walker : 

Augusta,  November  12,  1871. 

.  .  .  Father  left  for  New  York  Wednesday.  I  could  hartlly  let  him 
go.  I  needed  his  reviving  society  so  much.  But  he  had  wool  and  cotton 
manufacturers  to  meet  in  Boston,  dinners,  breakfasts,  and  lunches,  all  or 
some,  to  give  and  take  in  New  York,  and,  over  and  above  all,  pressures,  to 
resist  or  permit,  of  Cong^ssional  committees.  He  had  to  go,  but  felt  that 
my  desire  to  keep  him  was  all  right  and  natural ;  so,  with  a  man^s  appre- 
ciation of  a  woman^s  nature,  he  promised  to  buy  silk  dresses  for  M.  and 
Alice,  to  say  nothing  of  half  a  dozen  for  myself.  When  I  look  at  the  bed 
and  the  little  heap  of  flannel  on  it,  laces,  silks,  feathers,  and  gew-gaws  of 
every  description  resolve  themselves  into  preposterousness ;  but  your 
father  is  strong  of  will,  and  I  am  weak,  and  he  is  determined  that  I  shall 
be  in  society  this  winter,  and  I  know  I  shall.  .  .  .  Since  he  left,  I 
have  heard  from  him  several  times.  Every  one  j^lcasant  and  pleased  to 
see  him,  but  he  says,  after  his  own  bright  fireside^  inexpressibly  dull  to 
him. 

.  .  .  Your  father  will  be  delighted  to  find  that  you  are  getting  under 
headway  in  French.  Let  nothing  keep  you  from  earnest  application.  Oh, 
how  fond  I  was  of  study  when  I  was  your  age !  I  never  had  any  gift  at 
writing.  In  this  deficiency  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  Emmons  is  my  own 
child.  He  writes  me  little  —  short,  unsatisfactory  letters  usually,  mostly 
taken  up  in  acknowledging  the  arrival  of  my  own,  and  ondino^  always  one 
way.  According  to  his  own  storj'  he  is  a  perfect  Mussulman  for  pi*aycrs 
— the  evening  bell  invariably  calling  him  away  from  his  letter.  .  .  . 
Greatly  to  your  father's  discomfort,  I  cannot  go  on  till  after  the  holidays. 
On  this  I  take  my  stand,  and  he  has  to  submit.  He  will  sleep  in  the  house, 
have  a  servant  or  two,  and  take  his  meals  at  Wormley's,  and  the  nUfiagc 
will  open  with  the  New  Year.     .     .     . 

Have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  two  letters  from  your  father,  one 
written  yesterday  afternoon,  the  other  in  the  evening.  ...  He  had 
been  to  see  •*  Lord  Dundreary  "  by  the  same  actor  you  saw  in  London. 
Said  it  seemed  to  bring  you  very  near.  Was  exceedingly  anxious  to  get 
yomr  letter.  I  sent  it  to  him  by  tlie  early  mail  of  the  morning.  The  chil- 
dren have  been  out  all  the  afternoon  making  a  snowman.  For  anything 
of  this  kind  Alice  is  really  artistic,  and  this  afternoon  she  has  surpassed 
herself^ 
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Fmm  Mr.  Klaiiio  to  Walker: 

AracDTjt,  Novemhe'r  IS.  1871. 

I  reWriied  from  New  Yurk  yeHturday  after  a  week's  KbHencu.  I  csm« 
from  Itoitnn  Ha  Andovcr,  tuiH  hadng  Tfrlc^raphnl  Kmrnaus  he  mnt  ine  nt 
Wilmington  Jiioc-tion  inrf  n-dc  (■>  I.awitmiw ;  dNltincti,  nine  nille«i  \  linif. 
Iwt'tity  miniit*)'.     nn  is  wpll  nnil  nocms  U>  Iw  sHidying  well.     .     .    . 

Russell  Jotied.  imr  MlnisUr  »t  Dnutselle.  I  know  very  wuU.  He  b  ■  Twy 
clover  gtmtleman.  But  I  would  nttbm'  havr  yon  ndht-r*  dowily  M  jnor 
sludiea  tliun  to  ilu  uny  writing;  jusl  now. 

Do  not  utiwiy  li«rmaii  to  the  neglect  of  From^h.  I  would  fiw  rather 
hftve  you  push  the  lattj-r  with  nil  e□(^^gy,  »□  itiat  you  ctat  a]iea<]llr  liegiii  lo 
rend  historj',  gwgraphy.  etc.  I  do  not.  however,  ohjeci  U>  German  if  year 
teadier  thiiik.i  it  will  not  intcrffirn  with  your  French.  Study  ei\  hours  a 
day  fallbfulty,  t&ke  plenty  of  e\orL-ise,  Mid  enjoy  yourefilf  in  erpt?  miuini- 
able  nnd  proper  w«y. 

I  am  glad  you  are  so  inucli  at  Mr.  VVaahbum's,  hut  dn  not  g»  niorr  than 
Mwms  tu  j*ou  propor.  In  i>tlu"r  wonU.  dn  not  w<«r  out  your  welcome.  I 
miut  truHt  to  your  discretion,  of  courve,  in  this  a*  in  moM  Mhar  thing*. 

From  Mr.  Waahlmm : 

I'ARin.  NovumbM-ai.  1871. 

Dgak  Blainr:  Mr.  Klliol  C.  ("owdon.  of  Now  York,  but  who  Uvwtmn 
Miur«i   tluw  lialf  Uuj  tiuto,  n  nwM  exeallent,  IntelUganC,  a^raoaUe,  ho*-  - 
|>itjihl<i  tiian,  and  one  of  my  tuosl  highly  e!iteom<H]  friends,  1eavi<s  lo-inor- 
■■ow  for  liotiu'.    Hb  kno«s  all  aljoiit  Walker,  and  can  tell  yoii  what  a  nice 

I 


Joy  hfi  1! 

(  mid  hr.w  well  he  is  gf^ttiiif,'  along.    Hp  will  visit  \Vnshinploii.  and 

:  want  \ 

oil  t4i;,'o  «i(h   him   am!   s,-.:  llin  rri'sideiH.  as  he  oan  tell  him.  as 

veil  as ' 

loursi'lf,   !ill   alK>ut   us.     .     .     .     Among  other  things,  jdease  in- 

rodii<-<<  i 

■liiii  (ri  HiiiKt.  as  1    want  liiiii  lo  lind  oul  Butler's  uiithority  for  de- 

;laring  ( 

lial   ■■  Blaine  Wits  sorrj." 

Tu  Wiilkei 


AuousTA.  November  26,  IS71. 
is  trying  to  put  some  final  touches  In 


the  copyinK  of  Ilic  roiumittees.  .\las  !  If  final  touches  are  not  .soon  put 
lo  llicm,  I  am  afraid  yonr  fiitluT  will  give  out  entii-ely.  .  .  .  To-mor- 
row lie  leaves  for  Washinglon,  j,'ettiiLi;  there  Thui-sday  or  Friday.  He 
niadi!  his  n>ual  pivpai'iiHoii  lB.st  night  liy  having  U|i  a  barber  at  iJie  house. 
'I'he  dtHir-bell  ivas  ringing  I'oulinuoiisly,  and  [Hsople  calling  on  him  all  Ihe 
linii'.  f.<>  ;ifhTllm  tonsorial  professor  had  been  introduced  to  my  room,  and 
:i  hirge  lini'n  s]n-ead  ilrnvn  lor  the  |>rolcction  of  tlie  carpet,  Emmons  sat 
dtiHn,     His  liiiir  hiul  been  eiit  ijuile  lalelyin  liostoii,  but  it  certainly  neede«i 
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ap  father.  It  is  a  work  of  art  now  to  cat  his  hair  and  leave  at  the  same 
time  enough  on  the  head.  Happily,  however,  this  desirable  end  was 
achieved  and  at  ten  Monsieur  took  his  leave.  .  .  .  Emmons^  report 
oame  by  the  morning's  mail,  and  is,  I  believe,  quite  satisfactory.  What 
did  not  come,  and  what  your  father,  Alice,  Emmons,  and  I  were  all  watch- 
ing for  at  the  window  a  full  half  hour  before  Harry  Brown  came  along, 
was  a  blue  enveloped  letter  from  you.  Your  father  would  allow  no  one 
to  go  to  the  door  for  it  but  himself;  but  ahis!  though  there  was  a  very 
bright  letter  from  G.,  a  racy  one  from  Horace  White,  and  a  gossipy  one 
from  Joe  Manley,  who  had  ridden  over  a  Western  railroad  with  Colfax 
and  had  interviewed  him,  there  was  nothing  from  across  the  water.  The 
detention  by  the  despatch  bag  is  sometimes  very  much  longer  than  it  should 
be.  Your  father  is  particularly  anxious  for  this  letter,  as  he  thinks  it 
must  answer  his. 


To  Walker  : 

Augusta,  November  29,  1871. 

This  morning,  to  my  great  delight,  —  for  1  had  given  up  expecting  any- 
thing from  the  "  Scotia,"  —  your  two  letters  in  reply  to  your  father's  turned 
up.  I  at  once  telegraphed  him  to  the  Parker  House.  His  anxiety  I  knew 
was  great,  and  he  could  not  get  your  letter  till  he  reached  Washington. 
He  will  be  so  pleased  at  his  own  shrewd  guessing  that  he  will  not  be  very 
severe  on  you.  Your  letters  were  admirable.  1  never  had  a  fear  that  you 
had  done  anything  wrong.  You  made  a  great  mistake  in  not  writing 
about  it. 

.  .  .  I  have  had  three  letters  from  your  father  to-day,  all  of  course 
written  yesterday — in  the  afternoon,  after  tea,  and  at  bed-time.  ...  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  Fisher  seems  to  be  fast  losing  in  the  esteem  of  all 
good  men.  Every  new  discovery  your  father  makes  only  seems  to  show 
a  baseness  still  deeper.  Will  he  ever  reach  the  bottom  of  his  treachery 
towards  him?  .  .  .  Emmons  has  been  skating  all  day.  Fun  for  him, 
but  hard  for  the  horse,  as  he  rides  to  his  pleasure  ground,  blankets  poor 
old  Prince,  and  comes  home  only  when  he  is  hungry.  I  expect  he  takes 
girls,  as  he  has  the  best  carriage.  He  is  so  kind  and  pleasant,  so  bright 
and  gay,  I  can  refuse  him  nothing.     I  make  a  very  poor  mother. 


To  Mr.  Blaine  from  Walker : 

Paris,  November  17,  1871. 

.  .  .  I  am  sorry  that,  in  the  very  first  of  the  whole  matter,  I  did  not 
write  yea  fully  and  openly.  I  did  intend  and  wish  to  have  the  most  per- 
fect frankness.  I  am  studying  very  hard  now,  much  harder  and  better  than 
I  have  ever  done  before,  and  were  it  not  that  I  fear  you  may  be  a  little 
displeased  with  me,  should  be  in  every  way  perfectly  happy.  1  trust  that 
1  have  given  full  explanation  of  everything  in  my  former  letter. 
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From  Mr.  Rlwim 


1  Wnlker: 


WASHWiiTrtH,  I>m-«IMbfr  (*.  I**?!. 

.  .  .  You  will  have  wen  before  (his  a]1  about  my  coramiUoM  In  ttw 
New  York  p«p«rK. 

I  am  ki'flpiiig  JmcliBlor's  hall  — none  of  thp  funily  1»Hng  wllh  me. 
.  .  .  They  will  nome  on  after  thfi  holid«yii.  It  immuis  lonely  to  be  hfi* 
hy  myiwlf  after  nui-h  pluumnl  anil  lively  ilm«*  wi  I  hn»i'  had  for  the  jiwi 
two  w1dIi>i>.  We  oxpeot,  however,  lo  tnkn  n  nnww  oti  iHe  81«l  till  afier 
Now  Ytwr'N,  and  you  may  t|pp«nil  1  will  promptly  report  in  Augtuta. 

.  .  .  Your  exprjwiond  of  «inJiiicnn«  and  aflat-tlou  are  very  graloful 
tt)  mc.  A  child  ran  .waivniy  know  or  aijpm:'iat«  the  deep  love  and  soiiH- 
t4ide  of  a  parent.  Voiir  welfare  and  winpcaui  in  lifu  are  objects  of  daily 
care,  and  I  Ininl  of  daily  prayi-r,  with  mo,  Vou  are  my  prldn  and  my  hop*, 
am)  If  anything  shonld  go  witmg  with  yon  I  think  it  would  kill  me.  »nl 
I  liBvn  ihn  grcatml  tonlldi-ncu  in  you.  My  wnding  you  to  Kunipc  wm 
"ornly  a  gretil  proiit  "f  this  at  ycnr  timdcr  ap?  —  tnisting  you  all  olona. 
Thririi  iiro  f<'w  boys  at  nixti^uii  whom  1  Mould  mo  liawt.  .     . 


Tri  Mr.  liliiiliu  :  ■ 

AtcitrsTA,  Dooomber  II,  1871. 

.    .     .     ProfeMor  Rarboiii'  lia»  Ixtnn  down  to  nini  me  tliU  anumooo. 
rually  overtlowing  witli  uoiignilulatloiiB  uu  your  iiutst  Tu^jipy  HTrt'tiiin  ol 
uimmittmw.    Says  he  shall  toll  you  In  cut  olT  the  liul  of  s  dog.    W1nn  ^ 
Aldbiiult;.>  ilid  so  miUiy  (lin-  things  that  he  was  afraid  of  being  forued  into 
some  groat  iilliir,  he  cut  oil'  thu  tail  iif  :i  dug  to  fXvivt  that  he  vuuld  do  ■ 


Washington,  Dproinber  11.  187). 


1  fiillv 


appioi 


ityoi 


i  ju.lg, 


tiling.  As  I  Sidd  before,  1 
ollv  til  n>ni' mill  jndgnii'iit,  though  iit  your  ago  I,  of  course, 
:i<'r|iiisiliflii  of  Mil'  hingiiiigos  the  most  iui|)ortanI.  itomo  and 
ill  kt'('|)  lor  :i  fiifnri-  toiir,"  but  your  golik'u  opportunity  to 
I'll  iiiiiy  iievi'v  ugiiiii  ii'iMir  with  such  favoring  auspices  anil 
-i.  I  dii  nni  nish  voii  ill  uny  wity  to  stint  youi-self  in  attending; 
iniiusciiiciils  (if  l':ii-is  —  theatres,  opera-s,  etc.,  leaving  you  to 
J  of  whiLt  is  jinijier   to  i^vpcnd  of   time  and  money  in  thai 
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Prom  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker : 

December  15,  1871. 

.  .  .  I  have  by  same  mail  with  yours  a  letter  from  Madame  Ileidler, 
speaking  in  very  kind  and  flattering  terms  of  your  progress  and  your  be- 
havior. This  is,  of  course,  very  gratifying  to  me,  and  will  be  so  to  your 
mother  when  she  receives  it. 


To  Walker : 

Augusta,  December  28,  1871. 

After  getting  off  your  letter  Monday  evening,  I  turned  my  attention  to 
your  father^s  toilet.  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  I  wrote  you  that  we 
were  invited  to  the  golden  wedding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller,  and  that  just 
at  the  time  when  I  was  rejoicing  in  the  thouglit  of  wearing  somtj  of  my 
linery  in  Augusta,  it  came  out  that  your  father  ha<l  no  clothes  at  home, 
excepting  those  in  which  he  was  then  standing,  a  roughish  suit  a  year  old. 
What  Chicago  had  not  swallowed  up  had  gone  to  Washington.  We  were 
both  full  of  chagrin,  as  you  may  believe.  The  father  took  a  candle  and 
made  search  in  the  tinmk-room,  but  nothing  came  of  it  but  two  gaiters,  and 
even  those  were  not  alike.  To  match  the  gaiters,  I  myself  went  west- 
ward and  returned  triumphant,  bringing  on  my  arm  a  pair  of  black 
trousers  not  too  much  the  worse  for  wear,  a  swallow-tail  coat,  very  much 
of  a  swallow  too,  made  in  Paris  when  your  father  was  in  Europe,  — 
lavender  gloves,  almost  new,  turned  up  in  the  pockets ;  in  short,  every 
essential  of  a  first-class  society  dress  was  drummed  up  from  one  quarter 
or  another,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  white  cravat,  and  at  nine  o'clock 
behold  us  in  the  narrow  sleigh,  with  George  for  postilion,  en  route.  You 
never  saw  any  one  so  pleased  as  was  your  father  with  his  dress.  When  I 
went  down  into  the  parlor,  on  my  way  to  the  sleigh,  I  found  all  the  burners 
lighted,  while  he  turned  hiuLself  about  and  about,  admiring  old  clothes  as 
good  as  new.  As  good?  A  thousand  times  better  in  hi.)  eyes!  Of  the 
wedding,  there  was  a  table  loaded  with  presents,  a  handsome  supper,  a 
poem  by  Madame  Dillingham,  read  by  Mr.  Bea<;h,  and  sung  to  the  tune  of 
•'  Auld  lang  syne,"  the  house  trimmed  with  Christmas  greens,  the  whole 
Williams  clan,  and,  last,  a  dance,  the  chorus  jig,  led  off  by  Mrs.  Fuller 
and  Arthur  Edwards'  grandfather.  Emmons  was  invited,  but  preferred 
to  spend  his  evening  with  the  W.  girls ;  he  told  George  he  might  stay  in 
the  kitchen  and  he  would  drive  over  for  us.  When  he  rang  the  bell  Aunt 
H.  came  to  the  door,  so,  of  course.  Mens  had  to  go  in  .  .  .  .  Emmons 
got  off  Smiday  noon.  We  have  not  heard  from  him  since  his  arrival  at 
Andover,  for  Emmons,  though  a  very  good  talker,  holds  a  more  cramped 
pen  than  even  I  do.  Father  wrote  to  Mr.  Tilton,  telling  him  that  he, 
and  he  alone,  was  to  blame  for  the  delay  in  Mons'  return. 


mOGSAPUr   UF  JAMES   G.    BiAiys. 


xn. 


CREDIT   MOHIIJKR. 

AS  thr  pnwi(l(!iitiiil  ultK-tioii  of  1872  drew  on,  dUcnntent 
wirh  till!  wlriiiiiisLrHtiiiii  IxH^&me,  if  mit  very  deep,  veir 
iltMiiuiiHirativc.  Early  in  the  year  n  prouii  of  tht*  Itouling  naV 
i-oiitciilK  ciHiic  t«  WiwliiiipUHi  and  hold  (MHifcPoiire  witli  Mr. 
Kliiiiiu  ir-jtHnliiiff  tlii?  KituiitJun.  At  a  iliiiiier  in  his  houHv  them 
wiw  a  full,  fiiiiik,  iviid  froiifideiitial  wmsultutitm.  Thpj-  dwirH 
and  jii-DiJom^d  Ui  <Ji>riiiiizc  u  muvt'inunt  antM^^nniittiu  Ui  tlic.  Pnnt- 
dent,  witii  Ml'.  ItliiiiKi  — tt^iitativflv  —  at  iU  hi'ad  an  candidate 
ff.i-  tlifi  anwt>sMioii. 

Iti!  liftd  disBgruud   iiftt-ii  ciiuugli   willi   tin-    I'ri-.siilL'iiI    !<■  I"' 
BUppowid  ready  fur  organiswi  opiJoailion. 

In  the  eiwuing  <;Hinpaigu  it  wbm  jniblicly  mported.  to  offset   | 
his  iidviH-iii  y  Iff    I'lfsiih'iit  (ti-,iiit,  that  lie   had  said,  "  Tlie  only 
wiiv  l.>  hiivr  a  j,'i»"l.  si[Uiire  tulk  wilh   the    I'lt-sidi-iit  was  In  p-l 
hiiii  hchiiid  a  |.aii-  i.f  hooivs  thai  he  likrd  t,>  drive,"  and    llmt'0,1 


laiiiK"]   that    <M~.ii 
hal  h<-  was.in.'M  i 


the   I'msi.h-nt  aft.-i 
.1   had 


I  h.n, 


liter  VI 


or  lark  nf    vi 
niijrhl  ^vr[]  1 


h.'hl   steadta 


at    t\w. 
iinderlvi 


iiiurf!  sense  than  a  horee. 
ipaticiil  with  the  Pifside ill's  viewT*. 
nally  iiilolei-.uit  iif  liis  inctliwls.  ;i.< 
nt  wlut  had  sL-rved  his  ailniitiL^trii- 
lead  of  the  army  ;  hut  Mr.  Bhiiiii- 
iij;  ri'speet  for  his  ehanniter,  ftir  lib 
■Ills,  and  (lit  his  stjiiidiiig  with  tlic 
>val  cir  diNagreeniont  i.s  a  far  sti'[' 
III-  mil  only  dei'liiied  to  join  tliC 
nee  its  ailvoeates  of  its  uiidesirable- 
liiL.  They  left  liim  regretfully,  a*- 
,  and  that  he  had  made  tl 
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Reform  was  the  watchword,  investigation  the  weapon  of  the 
new  party.  Every  leader  in  every  governmental  department 
seemed  to  Ije  set  afight  for  his  honor.  A  dozen  investigations 
were  dragging  their  slow  and  sometimes  slimy  length  across 
the  lM)anls  at  the  same  time.  The  Democnitic  party,  despairing 
of  success  on  a  question  of  principle,  was  only  too  glad  to  join 
the  Reform  party  —  or  the  Liberal  Republican  party,  lus  it  otlier- 
wise  called  itself  —  on  a  question  of  i>ersonal  character.  The 
Japanese  embassy  under  Iwakura  came  over  to  meet  Ai'inori 
Mori  and  to  study  the  institutioiLS  of  the  Repul)lic,  and  was 
i-eceived  witli  welcome  and  mucli  rejoicing.  Tlie  arbitration 
of  tlie  Alal>ama  claims,  a  distinct  advance  in  the  woild's  prog- 
ress, had  gone  so  far  as  to  sign  the  Treaty  of  Wiishington 
May  8,  1871,  to  ratify  it  June  11,  and  U)  ])rochiim  it  July  4. 
Kveiy  intelligent  American  (!itizen  and  ( -hristian  wius  watching 
the  outcome.  The  Chinese  Commission  wiUS  liere  to  insjict^t 
our  educational  systems,  the  young  Pnn(!C  of  Russia,  suj)posed 
to  Ik3  on  pleasure  bent,  was  struggling  through  the  country 
as  l)est  he  could  under  the  weight  of  Catacazy,  and  (iihnon^  was 
singing  his  international  love-stmgs  in  the  Boston  Coliseum 
agsiiiist  all  tlie  winds  of  Heaven  and  the  breezes  of  criticism. 
The  American  jKiople  looked  and  listened,  but  the  Juggernaut 
of  investigation  went  steadily  on. 

The  Southern  Relnd  saw  the  Noiihern  u\lK)litionist  o|K;n- 
ing  for  him  the  path  of  prefemient  through  tlui  gjiteway  of 
scandal,  and  the  old  foes  l)ecame  firm  allies.  It  was  (iraiit, 
they  pn)claimed,  who  wius  blocking  the  wheels  of  Reform,  and 
Cjrant  must  be  gotten  rid  of.  A  feeble  bhust  was  blown  on 
the  **oiie  temi"  bugle,  but  it  had  small  summoning  power. 
*'  One  tenn "  had  never  Ikjcu  an  urgent  question,  and  the 
jxjople  could  not  Ix)  made  to  bring  it  to  an  issue;  on  tlic 
mail  who  htwl  been  most  conspicuous  in  saving  the  nation 
from  destruction.  General  Banks  attempted  to  bring  for- 
ward a  term  of  six  years.  Mr.  Bbiine,  if  there  was  to  1m!  a 
change,  favored  a  term  of  two  years,  t<^  diminish  nithcr  than 
by  a  longer  term  to  increase,  the  sti*ain  of  presidential  election  ; 
but  there  was  no  vitality  in  the  question,  and  it  was  never 
fairly  launche<l.  Mr.  Sumner,  not  witlumt  reason  for  his  re- 
sentments, forgot  his  Civil  Rights  Bill,  for  which  he  had  persist- 
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ently  Hiul  livroiuilly  ]ul)i)nnl,  hiiiI  publicly  and  fornuUIy  jnined  I 
liaodx  with   tlu'  mt-n  wlio  had  iwoiirtKl  iu  defeiit.     Mr.  Bkiae 
at  oiivit  wiiilv  him  ii  public  U'tWr  ii(  rvmuiuftranuv: 

Jutr  31.  1S73. 
Yonr  IctUir  cit  July  39  has  urcatt-d  pratuund  pain  anioo^  jour  fonoar 
|Mjlltli^al  (riend*  Ihronghout  Now  Knglnni).  TTmir  powrr  ic  injum  [*n«iilegl1 
Hnuit  wjw cshmwttMl  Ui  jour  romurknlilc  MjitMH'li  in  thcSwintr.  Your  fowm- 
Lo  u\turi>  j'ounelf  ww  not  fully  o^efiMxl  unlil  you  uinountmd  ui  opn 
lilliuico  on  your  port  wltli  the  Sauilwru  wcoMiuiiiau  in  their  vttan  Vt 
ilMtruy  the  KopubUoui  party. 

T  liiivr  but  rw^nlly  mwl  with  mudi  hitvnui,  the  dn'iuttHtaiitiiil  utd  ml- 
nutn  ao.-ouiit  K^^^"  ^J  >'>■>  hi  tli«<  fourth  voluino  of  ynnr  works,  of  Ai 
matinor  hi  which  ynu  wnm  iitmok  down  iu  the  Seuate  ('hamber  'at  lB56,te 
dofondliif;  thu  rigbtfl  of  tho  no;^.  'Dd'  DouKx-nitin  jiarty  throDghoal  (ki 
South  and,  Mvardln^  W  your  own  «lii>wing.  to  luitati  r-xtaat  in  (hn  "StOOi 
•Ibo,  approvMl  Ihr  uimuU  upon  yuu.  Mr.  ToutntM,  of  (ieor^n,  oponly 
unnnunL'otllilBapproviilof  it  In  the  Scualu;  amKlitfrnrson  DavfH.  fourmontk 
after  it«  orH-urmnaf),  wrot«  a  letlur  tii  South  ^Tumlina  in  fulaomtt  eulogy  cf 
Mr.  Bruok.t  fur  having  m  nearly  lakcn  your  litn.  It  In  safe  lo  say  tM 
I'vurj'  man  In  thn  South  whii  rejukiHl  o»w  the  attempt  to  muiili 
aftrrwnnis  fnuurl  hi  the  Relx>1  vonsiilnicy  to  murdnr  thv  nation.  Il  U 
Aafertosay  that  (<vnryoBs  of  thaw  who  aurriviMhi  to-day  yonr  fvllow- 
JD  support  of  Uonm  Qreeley.  ~He  would  hav«  b«-i>n  a  nuh  prophet 
that  "liiy  ivnulii  hiive  |irL'iiic'lcd  ynnr  fn-t  ;illl;iiii'(i  •;i\(f>-ii  v.^ars  allor  l 
with  McHFtrs.  T<".mli!-ii-i.i  Hftiis  i>I  liirlr  ..tr.>n.  i.>  r.'ir..ui.;  ihi-ir  purty  in  ! 
I>invcr.  Ill  ;ill  llie  slratigi'  miil;iluitis  tif  Aiiierii-an  (Miltliiis,  nothing  so  mir- 
vollous  li:isi-vt:r  (H.'.'iim'<l  :is  the  fellowship  iif  Kobt-rt  Toombs,  Jefferwn 
Diivis,  iitiil  tliiulew  Siiiiitu!!-,  ill  :ijciiin  L-lliirt  m  drive  thu  R<.-)iiiblii.'au  jartt 
from  pnwiT.  mid  huihl  hmt  lh"(!i>\rnimii.it  i-.  th.i  [.r>li|.i.-al  uxintrol  of  those  ] 
who  so  iv.-1'eTitly  .sntighl  li>  destroy  il. 

II.  is  (if  no  umil  for  yiii  1u  t.ike  1V)fiIg(»  hohilid  tht-  Uupublican  reconi  of 
L'udiiig  for  tlie  EUik«  iif  urguuienl  (as  I  do  not  in  fad 
irooU'y  would  itiiuain  firni  in  his  Kejiubtican  pritiia- 
fi'rle.ts  ag'iiiiist  tJiu  Congress  that  would  raine  iDlo 
<  "f  hi»  ^li-ction.  We  have  had  a  pei«ni  and  striking 
i.r  Aiidi'.'w  .I'iliii--)ri,  of  the  inability  of  the  President 
-■■'■ -'1'^    .L- 111, -I  ihe  will  of  Congress.     WhW    ] 


llb«0 
v-laboid 
etwbow 


Horiu'i'  i;iwh-y. 
boJipvii)  ihm  ilr 

plflB.  he  wnllld   ■ 

powirr  with  liitti 


p„ifc. 


I'liljlicun  CriDgress.  Andbeddet, 
i  iux-eplance  taken  groiuid  practi- 
1   often  enforeed   by    yourself  of 
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by  his  slogan  about  *'  local  self-governmeiit/*  and  his  inveighing,  in  Rebel 
parlance,  against  ••  centralization." 

You  cannot  forget,  Mr.  Sumner,  how  often,  during  the  late  session  of 
Congress,  you  conferred  with  me  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  having 
your  Civil  Rights  Bill  passed  by  the  House.  It  was  introduced  by  your 
personal  friend,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  nothing  prevented  its  passage  by  the 
House,  except  the  rancorous  and  factious  hostility  of  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers. If  I  have  correctly  examined  the  Globe,  the  Democratic  members 
on  seventeen  different  occasions  resisted  the  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Bill,  by  the  parliamentary  process  known  as  filibustering.  They  would 
not  even  allow  it  to  come  to  a  vote. 

Two  intelligent  colored  members  from  South  Carolina,  Elliott  and 
Rainey,  begged  of  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House  merely  to  allow  the 
Civil  Rights  Bill  to  be  voted  on,  and  they  wore  answered  with  a  denial  so 
absolute  that  it  amounted  to  a  scornful  jeer  at  the  rights  of  the  colored 
man.  And  now  you  lend  your  voice  and  infiuenee  to  the  reelection  of 
these  Democratic  members  who  are  cooperating  with  you  in  the  support 
of  Mr.  Greeley.  Do  you  not  know,  and  vr\\\  you  not,  as  a  candid  man, 
acknowledge  that  with  these  men  in  power  in  Congress  the  rights  of  the 
colored  man  are  absolutely  sacrificed,  so  far  as  these  rights  depend  on 
federal  legislation? 

Still  further,  the  rights  of  the  colored  men  in  this  country  are  secured, 
if  secured  at  all,  by  the  tliree  great  constitutional  amendments,  the  Thir- 
teenth, Fourteenth,  and  Fifteentli.  To  give  these  amendments  scope  and 
effect  legislation  by  t!ongress  is  imperatively  required,  as  you  have  so 
often  and  so  eloquently  demonstrated.  But  the  Democratic  party  are  on 
record  in  the  most  conspicuous  manner  against  any  legislation  on  the 
subject.  It  was  only  in  the  month  of  February  last  that  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Peters,  offered  a  resolution  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  affirming  the 
**  validity  of  the  Constitutional  Amendments,  and  of  such  reasonable  legis- 
lation of  Congress  as  may  be  tievestiary  to  make  them  in  their  letter  and 
spirit  most  effectual.'"  This  resolution,  very  mild  and  guarded  as  you  will 
see,  was  adopted  by  124  yeas  to  58  nays.  Only  ti(jht  of  the  yeas  were 
Democrats.     All  the  nays  were  Democrats.     .     .     . 

It  is  idle  to  affirm,  as  some  Democrats  did,  in  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Brooks,  of  New  York,  tliat  ♦*  these  amendments  are  valid  parts  of  the  Con- 
stitution,^ so  long  as  the  same  men  on  the  same  day  vote  that  these 
provisions  of  those  amendments  should  not  be  enforced  by  Conorressional 
legislation.  The  amendments  are  but  sounding  brass  and  tinkling  cymbals 
to  the  colored  man,  imiil  Congress  makes  them  effective  and  practical. 
Nay,  more ;  if  the  rights  of  the  c^olonjd  man  ai'e  to  be  left  to  the  legislation 
of  the  Southern  States,  without  Congressional  int^MTention,  he  would, 
under  a  Democratic  administration,  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
less  than  two  years,  and  he  would  be  very  lucky  if  he  escaped  some  form 
of  chattel  slavery  or  peonage.  And  in  proof  of  this  adage  I  might  quote 
volumes  of  reasons  and  wisdom  from  tlie  speeches  of  Charles  Sumner. 
Your  argument  that  Horace  GrejOey  does  not  become  a  Democrat  by 
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rannJTiRg  Demoonuic  rotos,  proving  il  by  the  ftoaiogj'  of  jonr  own  elec- 
tion lo  ihe  Suiml4%  is  hnnllv  cMitliJ.  The  pobt  i«  not  what  Mr.  Gieelei 
uill  becomn.  bill  wlial  wlM  bu  tlm  oumplusiim  of  tiut  great  legUUdte 
bnumli  of  the  <>ovnrnmeDt,  with  all  Its  vast  and  ooulrutling  power? 
Yon  know  vary  wull,  Mr.  Suiimcr.  Uiat  if  Mr.  (!r«el<ij-  is  ulectoj  Presl- 
Ount,  Ciiogmw  U  liuiiind  nvur  U>  tJio  control  of  the  men  wjio  hatr 
liorsialently  iluuleil  Miti  rigbta  of  the  black  man.  What  <Kiun«>  jon  irlil 
l«r»inn]lj' jmrsui' towanl  Uio  cnlureil  man  \t  of  small  con«V({UMiix-.  nflcr 
you  bnvij  tnvui^tirrwl  Uil-  jMiwer  of  Uii;  govanminiit  to  hi*  enniny. 

Tlio  uolorml  uisn  of  thin  country  ait>  not  mt  a  olam  onllf  bteueJ,  but  ibri 
ha^L-  wunilurful  inxcinotji,  nud  whvn  ihuy  rond  your  lottor  A«y  will  knov 
thai  at  a  tn-lBi*  In  tlieir  fat«,  you  il»Mrte<l  Uium.  Cliarlos  Suuuier,  vdO))- 
erutJng  with  Jiifiitnuin  Davis,  \t  nut  Ilie  mium  C'harles  Sumner  tliej  luie 
hitlo'ito  Iilollxml,  any  more  iliau  Horauu  Greeley,  itheercd  to  lbs  ccbu  in 
Tiuuuiiuiy  Hall,  in  the  •aiiiit  Ilnrai^e  Grptiloy  whoni  the  Repablinuu  havv 
liillieitu  tnislMl.  Tli«  btuck  lutiu  of  tlit*  conillry  witi  nttver  be  uiigraMul 
for  wiiat  you  huvn  donn  for  Uium  in  Ihe  past,  nor  in  tli(<  hlnemena  of  Uieir 
lioarLs  will  tboy  uver  forget  that,  houieil  aiiJ  l>lin(J«il  by  peraunal  hatml 
of  one  man,  yon  tiimoil  your  back  on  llio  righu  of  tho  mlI1Iou§  tu  whom  ia 
pHBt  ynun  you  have  Hlowii  as  a  vliield,     .     .     . 

Mr.  SiitiiiKT  i«iili«il,  dufmidinir  hiti  course  in  tliu  int«n»U 
of  harmony  and  rautinciliutioii.  Itut  llnmce  (iitivley,  ApuitUi^  ii( 
Fiwdotn,  TrtbiiiiH  of  the  PcojiU'.  found  Mr.  BLtiiutV  letter  "jnv- 
ti-iitioiis  "  am]   worw ;    miirvelled   that   thi«   " »uj»erwrvice«Iiip 

lii-iii-litiiiirL'"  sIliiiiIiI  "rusli  in  uiiliiddi-n  "  to  tliL-  iHVst-nire  of  Seiw- 
lur  Sniiiiii'f;  liLi.iiglit  it  kiiiil  in  Mr.  Siii»in-i-  "to  bikt-  any  notici- 
i.f  liis  small  antaj;otiist,"an.liiv<nvHl  that  "if  Mr.  t;iH.-iiWv  Ulaiiie 
is  hilt  t'aiHv  rxliiL^jiiislit-d  iiy  Si'imiIcu-  Suniiifr's  ivjuindtT  \vc  di- 
si«.ir  of  ,-vrr  M-riiii,'  Diis  ipc;rtinad..ns  yoimy  man  ptit  .l.mi.." 

TIm-  luvsi.l.-iitiiil  roinontious  l,.'^'an  in  May.  Mi-,  (inn-k-y  de- 
rliiird  to  allrnd  tlu-  Uq.iilJi.ari  uoiivfulion  at  IMiila.Mphia 
l,L-(:aus,-  ln'  found  no  ti'iislw..rlliy  a.-;sLn-.ince.-*  of  Ucfoi-ni,  and  he 
Niirm-d  a  <al1  for  an  i-arli<'i-  i-oiiviMitioii  a(  i'imiiinali  of  Itt-nni.m 
atid  Uvform  Assorialions.  liy  \viii>-h  convi'nlion  \w  was  liimsclf 
Mniiiinal.'<l  fni  ilii-  [iivsiili-n.'v.  Tin-  l!.-iml)licaii  ,-(inventioii 
«;ts  ss:nu.:\  \\v.a  llinv  W;.s  tiniliiiijr  for  it  to  do  al  PiiiladL-lplmi 
hut  iIkuu  (ii;.Ml  uvriJHuia.  yi  \\w  Kt-puLliraii  ,;onv.-nti,.u  in 
.linii'    M.iiMiii^il.-il    (iiaiit     uillioui    oiijH.siti.iiL.    alniu.-H     wittiuut 

rllnn:  ..llr,  «lii,li  I  lir  roui.l  lA  W;is  tnld  tliat  t  ll.>  l.i;,'grst  t^ml^' 
\»-\..vv     jl     ^^^,-.    'l'l,r     lln.irst      M.-ll    ili-ailisl     Tin-    Tlii,-\es,    aiid 
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ranks.  The  Democratic  convention  met  at  Baltimore  on  the 
ninth  of  July  and  accepted  and  strove  to  assimilate  both  Reform 
platform  and  candidate.  I  believe  there  was  also  a  "  Straight " 
Democratic  convention  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  which  nominated 
John  Quincy  Adams  for  the  presidency ;  and  a  Labor  Reform 
party,  Avith  its  convention  and  (candidate  at  C'olumbus,  Ohio. 

Then  union  and  hamiony  shrieked  from  every  raucous  throat. 
"  The  New  York  Tribune,"  powerful  with  Horace  (Ireeley's  good- 
ness and  genius,  proclaimed  tliat  party  lines  were  everywhere 
rapidly  disappearing ;  that  the  Republican  pirty  was  rent 
asunder.  Sumner  and  Greeley  and  Chiise  on  one  side,  Wendell 
PhilliiKs  and  William  Lloyd  Garrison  on  the  other,  seemed  to 
justify  the  statement.  The  colored  people,  l)ewildered  by  the 
right  of  the  giants  who  had  l)een  tlieir  leadei's,  l)esought 
Whittier's  counsel.  The  gentle  Quaker,  pained  to  the  lieart  by 
strife  between  friends  equally  dear,  bade  his  (piestionei-s  to  fol- 
low logic  and  conscience,  but  not  piejudice  or  {Mission.  He  saw 
no  reason,  he  told  them,  why  they  should  not  vote  foi-  Grant, 
but  they  need  not  on  that  account  condemn  Sumner  who  had 
valiantly  upheld  their  cause.  They  might  vote  for  Greeley,  but 
might  not  on  that  account  strike  down  Phillips  and  Garrison, 
their  friends. 

As  early  as  July  Mr.  Blaine  marked  out  an  honorable  coui'se 
t4^)wards  Mr.  Greeley.  In  a  speech  at  the  Lincoln  C-ounty,  Maine, 
Republican  Convention  he  said :  "'  The  Republicans  will  make 
no  attack  on  the  personal  character  of  Mr.  (ireeley,  for  they 
know  nothing  against  him.  He  enjoyed  Republican  confidence 
and  adminition  in  an  extraordinary  degree  until  he  showed 
a  willingness  to  become  identified  with  a  party  which,  according 
to  his  own  repeated  declarations,  has  made  an  unpatriotic  and 
mischievous  record  since  1800,  and  is  unworthy  to  be  trusted 
on  a  single  question  of  interest  and  importance  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Let  it  l)e  the  only  indictment  against  Mr. 
(ireeley  that  he  has  consented  to  stand  as  the  candidate  and 
representative  of  that  party." 

Hut  from  the  l:)eginning  the  Greeley  party  not  only  recogni/ecl 
in  Mr.  Blaine  a  fonnidable  foe,  but  seemed  to  regard  liini  with  i\w 
bitterness  due  to  a  recusant,  and  directed  against  liini  its  fiercest 
fire,  which  was  too  often  a  foul  fire.     The  '*  Tribune  "  curried  the 
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war  into  Maine  and  depicted  Mr.  Blaine  as  no  powerfnl  oppo 
Dunt,  I)iit  une  Imrd  pressed  to  Have  }nmseU  from  defeat.  lt# 
columntt  harlxti-ed  tlie  prL-tUction  that  he  would  not  have  his 
nsual  elegant  leiaure  to  do  general  miaBionary  work  as  hereto- 
fore. Mainf  wa:<  "ill  a  itat^' of  genenil  uprising  agaiust  liiiu." 
'I'here  wax  to  \».  a  "  eontinuatiim  of  the  history  whoac  tintt 
[Ages  WBi-e  written  in  tliu  Conkling-Fry  ooufliot."  The 
pruphetH  of  ovil  admitted,  in  the  Vfry  act  of  cruslmtg  liim.  tlutt 
he  waa  a  "  hrillinnl  politician."  "  No  man  cuii  lietter  wield  tbn 
elements.     He  \n  bold,  aggreasive,  dangerous." 

Aa  tiim-  went  on.  Mr.  IlUine'it  prospecta  grew,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Kefonn  candidate,  more  and  more  desperate.  His 
alfaira  uHsunied  a  very  threatening  aopecit.  It  would  not  be  strange 
if  ho  (thould  be  dcft^ittvd  for  CorigivHs  by  a  decided  majority.  Mr. 
(ireeJey  Iwre  hi«t  own  Ktandard  into  the  enemy'i*  uamp.  and  was 
received  at  Augusta  with  givut  enthuaiasm~and  xome  of  hisi 
advocatO!!  were  entertained  at  Mr.  IJlaine'a  house!  Sanguine 
Refonners  avowed  that  Mr.  iJlaineV  friynds  were  moving  heavcii 
and  earth  to  aave  him.  They  were  [>aying  a  hundred  dollam  a 
vote,  but  h«  would  have  a  Inrgt*  majority  aguioat  him  outside  of  ' 
his  own  county.  Then  the  majority  began  to  topple  against  him  ^ 
ill  his  own  coiintv,  and  t-veii  while  voting  for  him  in  his  district 


Ihev  huted  1 
shouhl  hiiv,-  1 
into)iUsii]i|)i) 
this  is  ltl:iiiu 
th.'  "  Tril.uiK 
\w\  for  Bliuii 


for  his  deajTOtic  rule.  It  was  ini]>ossil)le  he 
n  1.300  majority,  all  bought  or  frightened 
L-i  ronifort^ibly  and  "  generally  conceded  that 
iice,  whatever  may  liapjien."  Certainly,  lui 
■d  itself  withal,  the  situation  was  "  looking 


'i  tlui 


■.u\m- 


At  llirs:iliie  lime.  :ind 
cinisislclli'v,     the     .siiiiie 
-uwm-d-'liis   dixll-iH. 
"owned  the  Stiitc.  ;ind 
Mi.iTiU  rolh-d  into  ..i.e."' 


witbont  any  appai-ent  perception  of  in- 
aillhority  declared  tliat  Mr.  Blaim- 
As  the  day  of  election  drew  m-ar  he 
was  more  iMiwerfiil  than  Handin  and 
lie  liiid  n<)t  only  a  general  corruption 


fund,  but  wiis'hitiiself  a  niilliotiiiire,  '•  though  he  had  t-ome  into 
till'  Stiiti-  ;i  curpi't-liaiiijer  and  an  adventurer  a  few  yeara  ago. 
and  liad  lHinnHi-<l  tin'  nioiify  to  make  his  first  trip  to  Congress," 
V  a<liiiittcd  iliat  it  had  bad  in  Maine  "  inagniti- 
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of  speakers  and  tons  of  documents,"  as  well  as  "  unlimited 
money."  "  By  an  organized  plan  and  an  especial  fund  they 
brought  home  every  voter.  Incoming  trains  brought  heavy 
freights  from  all  quarters,  and  they  will  get  out  the  last  man." 

With  the  sweeping  charge  of  corruption  and  ten*orization  it  is 
strange  that  even  the  writers  should  not  have  observed  that  their 
speciUcations  were  of  not  only  innocent  but  higlily  praiseworthy 
and  j)atriotic  expenditures. 

As  early  iis  July  G  Mr.  Blaine's  opinion  was  asked  by  the  im- 
partial news-gatherer.  He  answered  quietly  that  he  thought 
Maine  would  give  its  customary  majority  for  Governor  Perham  ! 

Blaine  men,  on  the  eve  of  election,  projected  a  majority  of 
14,000,  but  the  Greeley  men  pronoimced  their  data  worthless. 
Yet,  although  the  latter  had  early  protested  tliat  Mr.  Blaine's 
defeat  would  not  only  l)e  a  great  relief  to  the  subjugated  votei's 
of  his  district,  but  a  greater  relief  to  the  country,  the  Blaine 
tide  was  coming  in  so  deep  and  strong  that  towards  the  end  of 
the  contest  they  *^  would  not  be  surprised  if  our  enemies  get 
not  only  all  the  doubtful  votes,  but  many  which  are  not  now 
supposed  to  be  doubtful. " 

At  the  Lincoln  County  Convention  in  July  27,  Mr.  Blaine  had 
made  a  statement  and  a  prophecy  :  "  The  opponents  of  President 
Grant  adopt  the  most  unwise  of  policies  when  tliey  seek  to 
make  personal  warfare  upon  him,  to  cast  opprobrium  upon  him, 
to  throw  calumny  and  suspicion  upon  his  good  name.  The 
strength  of  the  President  before  the  people  is  due  not  alone 
to  his  brilliant  military  achievements,  but  to  that  vigor  and 
directness  of  character,  that  rugged  personal  integrity,  which  in 
every  relation  of  life  have  distinguished  him.     .     .     . 

"  The  result  of  the  election  will  show  that  thousands  of  peo})le 
in  every  loyal  State,  who  perhaps  differ  from  General  (xrant  in 
certain  views  of  public  questions,  will  resent  the  ini})utati()ns 
upon  his  character  as  a  personal  affront  to  themselves.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  feel  i)rofound  gratitude  to  the  Pres- 
ident for  his  illustrious  services  to  the  Union  dnring  the  war, 
and  they  will  not  hear  him  maligned  and  insulted  .  .  . 
without  hot  resentment  of  the  wrong,'' 

As  soon  as  the  election  returns  were  in  Mr.  Blaine  telegraphed 
the  result : 


HionnAPiir  nr  jauks  a.    nt.AtitK. 

To  TDK  I'xKsinKNT  av  tiik  UftrTRii  Statkk,  Long  Broach.  New  Jtrmys 
W'b  liAvu  larridl  ihe  SUte  for  Oororaor  Parfiam  by  nmro  ih»a  flftraii 
tlinui.ini]  iiinjuritj-,  u  nut  gkiu  of  liva  tli»UMinil  uii  loot  yukr'*  vutu.  W» 
liuvB  oiirried  uvttry  I'ountj  In  Albino,  something  we  lutvo  acjilevod  hut  nwa 
Imftiro,  We  hnvn  ciirriiHl  nil  thir  Cim^min  ilixtricls,  thi?  ultDwsi  br  wi^ll- 
nigh  two  tlioiiKatii]  iiu^oHty.  We  have  olocteil  over?  ScMiator  ami  rimivni 
morn  thai)  foiir-tlftlui  nf  thit  llaiisn  of  Bepmientatjvns.  <lar  rtctorjr  !i  cwim- 
|ilHt«  uud  uvarwlielmlof;  at  nil  jiolntB,  Aud  iusunw  you  mora  Uuui  lw«a^- 
livv  Ihoiianiid  tnnjorily  tii  NovnmlMir. 

Mr.  Blaiiui  Iiimsolf  ha«l  it  iniijorilj'  in  evBryone  at  the  twantr- 
seven  towns  of  \m  uoiinty,  six  of  wliicli  were  usually  Dciin»- 
Ltrntic.  Hii*  luajoiily  in  \m  ilistriut  wa.-*  Uiihh  tlmuMutii  five 
hundred. 

And  tliD  uumpHiffii  jMirt  gAy\y  Hung: 


Wtule  th(!  prmificiitinl  uoiitest  wiw  yet  in  iu  ivfliitp  stages,  the 
"  C'ri'flit  Mohilier"  <]iieHti(iu  was  tjikeii  up  liy  the  Kefiirtn  oaiidi- 
(tata  mid  puslieil  to  the  front. 

Till'  S|.t-/ikt'r  iiiiil  oitiiT  li'HiIiiifj  memlw^n*  nf  Congress  werp 
iliari,'.-.!    Willi    liiiviiif;    ar<-P|itfrl    stofks    of    tli.i    fiiioii    I'acitiL- 

ll.ia.i    as    lnil,i.«    fi i     llnii.    (lakes    Ames.    als,.    a    meniliep  ,.f 

Ciiit'i-ess. 

After  llie  ■jn-ai  vi.tdrv  nf  llip  Maine  eleetieii,  a  inniitli  liefere 
llie  national  olerliuii.  Mr.  <  in'rli-vV  paiier  ileclaie.l  roiiiicllv 
ami  iMiiilijlv.  ■■■I'lie  Spvaker  is  |,r„v,-,l  to  liavc  reeeive.l  tliirtv- 
Uvo   llioiisaml    live   liiiii.Ire,!    sliares  of  assessalile   stoek   of  llie 

I'liiou  I'arilie    Kailr k  ami   two  llioiisaml   iiiiassessalile  slian's 

nf  111,,  saim-  sl.i.k. 

■■S|.uat,a-  lllalm^  is  |,rove,l  lo  liave  reeeiveil  allotmeiila  val 1 

ai    s^l.ilL'.'i.iliHI 1    Miiass.-sseil    alloliin'iits  valiieil  at    s'litfi.lliHI. 

I    l«.i   ilioiisami   sliaies  iiioii-  iillolleil   kill    niiassesse.l.     Tlir 

1«..  1.111,  r  lots  »viv  si'eiireil  liy  lllaiiie  for  liiniself.  wliile  llie 
iliiili-Ui.i   llioiisaml   live  liiimlreil  sliaivs  were  siiii|ioseil   li,  I.- 

jMssauo  ol    i!„.  liill.-       riio  ,|ii.,slioii  was  ii-]i e°llv  .lisiaisse.l  in 
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edited  by  Horace  Greeley,  lowered  to  the  level  of  declaring  that 
"  Blaine  had  no  other  business  than  his  Congressional  duties, " 
and  that  he  had  apparently  "  lived  up  to  his  salary  as  a  Con- 
gressman." 

When  this  charge  appeared  definitely,  Mr.  Blaine  was  em- 
ploying the  elegant  leisure  which  had  been  prohibited  him  by 
prophecy  in  doing  the  geneml  missionary  work  which  the 
Reformers  had  promised  themselves  would  be  impossible,  owing 
to  their  own  hard  pressure  against  him.  Before  a  great  public 
assembly  which  he  was  addressing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he  made 
answer  to  the  charge : 

"  In  1862,  when  the  act  passed,  I  had  not  taken  my  seat  in 
f -ongress,  T  had  not  l)een  elected  to  Congress,  indeed  I  had  not 
been  even  nominated  for  Congress.  When  the  act  to  which 
the  *•  Tribune  '  refers  l)ecame  a  law,  I  was  moml>er  of  the  Maine 
I^egislature  and  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House.  I  had  no  more  to 
do  with  Congressional  legislation  than  the  fish-wardens  and 
tide-waiters  on  the  Kennel)ec  river,  and  vet  the  'Tribune' 
asserts  and  repeats  that  for  my  services  and  influence  in 
Congress  at  the  time  I  was  a  member  of  the  Maine  Legislature, 
I  received  nearly  J?2,000,000  in  stock  of  a  great  Krie  road  coi-- 
poration. 

"And  now,  gejitlemen,  if  I  were  to  stop  here  after  demonstrat- 
ing the  utter  absurdity  of  this  charge,  the  'Tribune'  would  come 
out  coolly  and  say  that  Speaker  Hlaiiu'  had  not  denied  it. 

"  Let  me,  then,  deny  it  in  the  presence  of  this  vast  tossemblage, 
and  deny  it  in  the  most  emphatic  manner.  Neither  in  1Sr)2,  nor 
in  any  subsequent  year,  did  I  ever  receive  or  own,  directly  or 
indirectly,  a  single  dollar  of  stock  in  the  Eastern  Division  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  or  any  otluM*  division  of 
the  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  ^i^or  did  I  ever  receive  a  dollar, 
directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  sale  of  any  stock  of  tluit  (!oni- 
pany.  Li  short,  gentlemen,  I  stamp  tlie  wliole  story  as  not 
oidy  false  on  its  face,  but  al)surd  and  ridiculous.  Hut  1  do  not 
expect  to  make  a  denial  that  will  satisfy  the  ''J'ril)une/  A 
few  weeks  since,  when  tlie  story  wfis  started,  I  publishcjl  a  card 
on  the  eve  of  the  Maine  election,  savint^  1  liad  never  owned, 
directly  or  indirectljf,  through  myself  or  tluout^h  another,  a 
sinele   dollar  of  stock  in  the   *  Credit   Mobilier/      The   *  New 
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York  Tribune'  i>ronoun(«'d  this  denial  evaaive  and  ansatis- 
factoiy,  and  luiid  1  did  not  deny  thut  I  hud  received  dividends 
or  pi-ofitH  thcrerroin.  Any  ouidid  iimn,  I  lliiitk,  could  see  that 
my  card  waa  intended  to  be  exhaustive  and  to  exclude  all  eujc 
jKMUtioiif)  of  ownenihii<.  [^et  mc  Miiy  now,  liowever,  that  not 
only  did  I  never  own  a  Mhare  in  the  '  Ci-edit  Mobilier,' but  I 
never  received,  dii-ectly  or  indirectly,  a  ningle  penny  therefroni, 
in  any  iiiunnur  or  Mhaps  wliat«fv«r. 

"  But  this  mania  for  bearing  false  witness  agiuiist  your  neigh- 
bor has  seized  Mr,  Greeley  jwmonalty.  us  well  as  the  'New 
Vork  Tribuni',"  for  [  observe  that  in  a  rewnt  Mpevoh  in  I'unn- 
aylvania  he  states  that  more  than  tlOO.UUU  bad  been  ex]>endcd 
by  the  Republicans  of  Maine  in  the  puri-hase  of  votes  at  the 
recent  eleotion.  Now,  in  iW  very  nature  of  tilings  it  would  be 
impossible  for  Mr.  Greeley  to  know  that  this  was  true,  bui  I 
know  it  is  ubsohit«ly  untrue.  I  am  Clmirniaii  of  the  Stale 
Committee,  and  on  my  order  every  dollar  ai  the  fmidv  u( 
tliat  committee  was  disbursed,  and  from  Hrst  to  last  we  liad 
in  all,  control  of  but  little  more  than  *12,000.  and  t  fur- 
ther assert  that  everj-  dollar  of  this  amount  wa»  expendMl  ' 
either  in  payment  of  speakers,  distribution  of  documents  and  ^ 
pii)>ei'8.  or  the  briuginjj  home  ot  absent  voters.  These  accounts 
of  the  Stale  comniilU-es  are  ke]>t  with  rigid  exactness,  and  the 
entire  committee  of  sixteen  men  will  testify  to  the  truth  of 
wliiit  I  sl;ite." 

Mr.  Hlaiiic  was  right  in  presuming  that  Mr.  Greeley  would 
not  consider  his  denial  satisfactory.  With  evil  ingenuity,  he 
argued  that  Mr.  Hlitine  "  might  very  well  contrive  to  say  of 
moneys  received  from  t),ikes  Ames,  that  he  never  received  there 
from  tile  'Credit  .Muliilier," "  and  he  "only  provokes  eoutempl 
by  Hie  etTori  tci  ]iiudiiee  the  impression  that  the  administratiou 
only  sj.eiit  ¥l  2.1)011  in  ll.e  M;iine  canvass.  There  is  hardly 
a  jioliliriaii  in  llie  Sl:ite  wlio  will  not  regard  this  as  a  pre- 
pnsleiuos  and  gnites.|Tie  eitrieature  of  the  known  admitted 
tiotb."" 

And  he  contiiined  to  iterate  and  reiterate  the  story-  of 
•■  i'.lai.ie'-^  I'redil  Mnlijliur  Kunds."  uf  -'the  men  who  bought  up       I 
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aire,   on   his  salary  as  a    Congressman/'   and  he   even   fore- 
shadowed his  conviction  and  expulsion  from  Congress. 

On  the  1st  of  October  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  to  General  Thomas 
Ewing  from  Cleveland,  Ohio : 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  1,  1872. 

I  send  you  herewith  copies  of  the  **  New  York  Tribune''  of  September 
28th  and  30th,  containing  the  remarkable  statement  that  I  received  nearly 
$2,000,000  of  stock  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  Eastern  Division,  as  a 
bribe  to  myself  and  other  members  of  Congress  for  our  aid  in  procuring 
the  passage  of  the  original  act  of  incorporation  in  1862.  The  charge  is 
based,  as  you  will  see,  on  a  certain  paper  made  out  in  May,  1863,  contain- 
ing a  list  of  conti'acts  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  Col.  J.  C.  Stone  and 
yourself,  as  agents  of  the  Leavenworth,  Pawnee,  &  Western  Railroad 
Company  —  afterwards  changed  into  Union  Pacific,  Eastern  Division.  You 
and  Colonel  Stone  are  thus  made  sponsors  of  the  charge  prefen-ed  against 
me  by  the  "New  York  Tribune." 

The  whole  accusation  is  so  entirely  groundless,  and  withal  so  extraor- 
dinary, that  it  excites  my  curiosity  rather  than  my  indignation.  As  I 
never  in  my  life  even  so  much  as  saw  a  certificate  of  stock  in  the  railroad 
company  referred  to,  and  never  had  a  dollar's  interest  therein,  I  cannot 
imagine  the  origin  of  the  story.  Hence  I  write  to  you  for  some  solution 
of  the  mystery.  Colonel  Stone  I  do  not  know  personally,  and  do  not  think 
I  ever  saw.  As  I  was  not  a  member  of  Congress  at  the  time  the  act 
referred  to  was  passed,  and  had  not  even  been  nominated  for  Congress, 
the  "Tribune"  charge  is,  of  course,  absurd,  but  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  if  there  be  any  possible  explanation  of  it. 

The  political  line  that  separates  us  will  not,  I  am  sure,  prevent  your 
recognizing  the  claim  I  have  upon  your  friendly  candor,  nor  will  it  forbid 
my  making  public  use  of  your  reply  should  I  deem  it  needful.     .     .     . 

Lancaster,  Ohio,  October  7,  1872. 
Hox.  James  G.  Blaine,  Speaker  House  Representatives : 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  from  Cleveland,  was  re- 
ceived by  me  yesterday  on  returning  home  after  an  absence  of  ten  days. 
I  had  previously  seen  the  **  New  York  Tribunes"  of  28th  and  .SOth  Septem- 
ber, in  which  is  published,  with  editorial  comments,  what  purports  to  be 
a  list  (made  by  Gen.  J.  C.  Stone,  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  dated  May, 
1863)  of  contracts  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  him  and  myself  jointly 
as  officers  of  the  Leavenworth,  Pawnee,  &  Western  Railroad  Conij)any 
(afterwards  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  Eastern  Division,  and  now  the 
Kansas  Pacific)  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  original  Pacific  Railroad  law 
of  1862. 

On  this  list  your  name  is  said  to  appear,  first  as  the  recipient  of  $1,920,000 
of  the  stock  of  that  company,  and  a  second  time  as  tlie  reci[>ient  of  $10,000 
of  the  stock.     And  on  the  faith  of  these  entries  vou  are  accused  of  havinff 
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tiik«n  a  brllH^  \t)  aid  Id  pmourlng  Uio  passage  of  the  law  of  IMS,  and  tim 
lit  having  m-tcil  n>  ngent  of  Ihc  company  in  ui>ing  n  largn  part  of  it*  Ktml 
to  iH>mi[it  ofht-T  iiioiiiWn  of  CongrMS. 

So  far  ax  Itui  I'liurgn  iiQ|i(iU»  U>  yiin  purnniial  iTomiption  In  afltc4i,  il  li 
[•uocluHively  dlspmvoii  liy  public  nM)onl>i  iic)i«wlbl(>  lo  all,  whit^  obuw  ilnt 
3011  iliH  nnl  pntor  i 'pngrnivs  fur  nmr)}-  n  yi-ar  nnd  a  half  aftp-r  tlin  Uw  tv- 
fL-rTHil  ti)  wan  padM>i).  Ami  am  to  the  otliri'  liraiii^i  of  tli«  vixaxge,  luj 
general  knowloilgn  ^f  ihc  buaimss  i>f  t)io  cnrnpany,  iu)<l  ijispsplall)  my 
Iiitiitocy  with  ynu,  luaku  It  ourlaln  ihat  yon  mu\A  not  linvti  had  any  pnn- 
tnu-l  willi  the  coniiMUiy  witliout  my  knowing  the  tmei;  ani)  I  unhesilatlugly 
itoL-ltuii  that  yuii  wi<rti  not  in  any  inauni>r,  ur  itl  any  ttm«,  diivMlyor  in- 
dinctlf ,  eniployml  by  the  onropany,  or  it)  any  way  lnt«ruste<l  In  lu  uffain 
na  iitiii'klioldiir,  ngtmC,  or  otherwlNv,  In  any  capavily  whutnvcr. 

Your  Id-otlior,  J.  V,.  [llitino.  at  thnt  tiino  <1«rfc  of  the  DiALrift  Court  U 
LiiavRnwt>rth,  hiicI  one  of  the  I'ui'ly  iwUldrii  nf  Kanwiv,  wiu  thv  owner  ot 
|IO,0(iU  of  till!  Htiwk  of  ttio  I,oavnnw(iiili,  fiLwnce,  &  WnsUini  Railrov] 
('nmpany,  which,  InitMid,  was  held  very  giniiTally  nmnng  Inltaentlal  luiD 
of  all  {lartius  along  iho  lino  of  ihu  roml  in  Knnntui.  But  tlmt  wnx  in  Ittiil 
oi'  1863 — luid  a  iHitMidumble  period  Ix^fora  you  wurn  ovnn  itominatvd  for 
yoiir  Ural  Ivrni  In  Cungrusx.  IWyoiul  that,  iherv  iMtvor  wiw  at  anytinw 
the  rotnolrsit  inlfn-sl  in  the  oompaiiy  Imlil  hy  any  of  your  fitiiilly.  Tlw 
I'ntry  of  tl.tlW.UOOnf  nhxk  opposit*^  the  naiiio  of  "  Blainu"  wua  tharafon 
wholly  n  tiiition  or  ti  liluiider,  Aiid  llu)  gravi-  imjiiiljitions  on  your  characWr 
luid  on  that  of  tliti  ofBc-urs  of  tbo  conipainy  are  utterly  givundlew  and  widi- 
out  m  ahadnw  ofjuBlilloiitlon. 

I  kiioH    imtliifii;  ivlui(.-\i-c  "f  Oi<-  list  allogud  to  have  been  fiimisheil  In 

(i ml  SI. It  ]inr]mrt>  to  li;ive  lifcn  ])i-i'[>»red  nenrly   a  year  itftej'  lli* 

;«■!  hail  hvi-u  |.:iss<'.I.  Ion;;  iift.-f  I  hiiil  eiiloi-pd  Ihc  iiilliturysei-vk'n,  nnd  more 
lli,.n   ^f\   ni..nili^   li.'fi)i-r  yoiL   lirst  took   your  sent  in  Cnngn-s^.      I  :nn  in- 

lor il  lliat   Io>iiit:iI   Sloiir   i.>   now   in  EuRipr.      He  nill    doubtless  lakt 

oii;i,-ii,iii.  n  in'ii  he  lc:iriis  of  tin-si'  rh:ir;;i'.'*.  to  s]K!rik  for  himself  :il>oiit  them. 
n  (company  giws,  I  delilwralol}' 
!(;jon(s,  or  lUtorney^,  roadi'  .my 
j;i>od  reason  to  lielicvc  vevrt  (" 
nieiubiT  of  Congress  or  other 


Thomas  Kwisci.  Jk. 

ilniin' "' stmvi:  lo  ilisffiiise  iU   deftiat   under  ■•  A   I'iise 

,'■      lint  it  was  iiitl    ;i   case  of  lirntliers.      it    wits  no 

Noitlirr  Sjieak.-r  Blaine  iiovliis  brother  J.  K.  Blaine 

he  ■■  Tiilmne  "  iillefjL'tl  tluit  Speaker  Blaine  wa.s 
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worthy.  It  took  '*  pleasure,  therefore,  in  withdrawing  in  the 
promptest  and  fullest  manner  the  imputations  upon  Mr.  Blaine," 
regarding  his  immense  wealth  from  that  sourcu^  hut  not  those 
"ecjually  damaging  imputations  put  upon  him  hy  Oakes  Ames 
and  Colonel  McComb." 

The  heaviest  gun  having  thus  been  spiked,  the  Credit  Mobilier 
cannonade  against  Mr.  Blaine  ceased,  except  when  a  few 
days  before  the  election,  in  sullen  response  to  Mr.  Blaine's 
**  repeating  for  the  thirtieth  or  fortieth  time  old  jokes  about 
Dundreary,"  the  equally  old  story  of  Mr.  Blaine's  "  having  no 
other  occupation  and  living  up  to  his  salary  ''  was  re[)eated. 

One  can  imagine  how  effectively  Mr.  Blaine  would  apply 
l)eforc  great  poi)ular  gatherings  the  Dundreary  farce,  '*  If  you 
ha*i  a  brother  would  he  like  cheese  ? '' 

The  national  election  came  and  brought  to  Mr.  (Trecley  over- 
whelming defeat,  to  President  (irant  triumj)hant  reelection. 
For  the  twenty-five  thousand  majority  which  Mr.  Blaine  j)rom- 
ised,  Maine  gave  the  President  thirty  thousand.  New  York,  his 
own  State,  went  heavily  against  Mr.  (ireeley.  On  November  o 
the  Tribune  admitted  that  there  wiis  ''scarcely  a  parallel  to 
the  completeness  of  the  rout  and  the  triumph."  Every  Northern 
State  and  several  Southern  States  were  in  the  Republican 
column. 

Before  the  month  of  the  election  closed  Mr.  (ircclcy  died. 
His  friends  and  his  oi)ponents,  many  of  whom  were  liis 
warmest  admirei's,  the  men  who  had  maligned  him  and  the 
men  whom  he  had  maligned,  stood  shocked,  sorrowful,  silent, 
above  his  tragic  grave.  His  successful  rival,  the  President 
of  the  United  Sttites,  grieved  and  hurt  beyond  words  by  tlie 
attacks  of  the  campaign,  paid  the  tribute  of  national  respect 
at  his  funeral.  The  beloved  poet  Whittier,  anguished  by  the 
dissensions  which  had  shadowed  the  bust  days  of  the  great 
editor,  and  now  doubly  anguished  by  his  premature  death, 
could  rejoice  only,  but  more  significantly  perhaps  than  lie 
meant,  that  he  had  himself  "  been  preserved  from  saying  one 
word  through  partisan  zeal  or  difference  of  opinion  which 
could  add  bitterness  to  his  life." 

By  his  message,  completed  probably  l)efore  Mr.  Greeley \s 
death,   though   read   in   Congress   afterwards   but    before    his 
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buriftt,  the  Fresideiit  showed  how  deeply  the  iron  had 
entered  bis  soul.  Against  the  habit  of  hiB  life  he  spnke  of 
himself  ax  tL«  subjevb  yf  "ubiiiw  and  slander  scarcely  ever 
equalled  in  [lolitioiil  history." 

The  "  Tribune,"  luyal  to  its  dead  founder,  aoggested  Utat 
"  it  would  have  )wen  a  must  ^aceful  aot  in  the  victor  in  that 
contest  to  have  forgotten  for  a  ntunient  his  jwtty  griefs  and  laid 
on  the  grave  of  his  dead  rival  a  wreath  of  pleasant  memories." 

But  to  the  soldier  words  were  serious  things.  He  could  nut 
ooinprehend  the  newspajier  use  of  them  as  graceful  gestures,  or 
oampRign  methods,  or  oven  funereal  wreaths.  Neithei'  couli 
the  newspaper  understniid  that  an  hmiesl  man  who  UE»es  words 
seriously  cannot  find  himself  branded  as  a  thief  without  ei* 
periencing  a  griff  tliat  is  in  no  sen^e  petty.  It  was  iiis  victory 
which  demonstrated  that  the  President's  grief  was  not  l>etly. — 
not  vexation  over  disappointment^  but  a  moral  and  rightcciiu 
resentment  which  no  success  could  quench,  —  only  for^veoeaa 
upon  repentance. 

The  beauty  and  beiieliceuce  of  bis  life  ia  Mr.  Greeley's  noblt 
legacy  to  his  country  ;  but  the  evil  that  men  do,  no  less  than 
the  good,  lives  after  them,  however  gladly  we  would  dose  our 
eyes  to  \\u-  liitter  liarvest.  I^et  it  l>e  remembered  only  that 
we  may  rise  mi  stcppiiifj-stiincs  nf  our  dead  selves  to  higher 

The  iK-uused  men  had  ugrei'fl  to  ilcniaiul  an  investigation,  aud 
ii|)un  the  iviissembling  of  Cimgress,  tlie  Speaker  ciilled  a  Dem- 
ocrat to  tlie  chair,  ami,  on  the  tioor  of  the  House,  moved  for  the 
iippiiintineiit  nf  a  ( 'iminiitlee  of  Investigation  by  the  Democratic 
( 'liiiirnian  /'/■"  h-m..  npim  the  '■  Credit  Mobilier  "  charges.  The 
investifjiilion  developed  that  Mr,  llhitne  held  none  of  the  stock. 
Hi' tnnk  L-arc,  howt-ver.  to  receive  no  false  advantage  from  the 
exemption.  Wliile  t.-stifying  that  Mr.  Ames  had  offered  him 
tile  stuck,  and  tliat  he  liiid  declined  it,  he  Wiis  explicit  and  em- 
phatic in  allirniing  al.so  that  he  attributed  no  wrong  to  Mr. 
AiTU!s  in  iilTiTing  it.  no  i-redit  lo  himself  in  refusing  it,  and,  by 
i!n|ilii:;iiiun,  no  fault  to  thi)se  who  had  accepted  it. 


BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    G.    BLAINE.  283 

that  he  was  trying  to  bribe  me  or  in  any  way  influence  my  vote 
or  action  as  a  representative.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he 
was  the  owner  of  more  of  the  stock  than  he  wished  to  carry, 
and  was  offering  some  of  it  to  friends  at  cost  and  interest  to 
him,  a  sHght  advance  over  j)ar  value.  The  amount  offered 
me  was  very  small  and  made  little  impression  on  my  mind, 
indeed  was  well-nigh  forgotten  until  recalled  by  the  incidents 
which  led  to  this  investigation."  Mr.  Ames  testified  to  the 
same  effect,  that  Mr.  Blaine  never  held  any  stock,  or  got  any 
advantage  from  "  Credit  Mobilier,"  "  except  abuse  on  its 
account." 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1873,  the  "  Tribune  "  made  its  final 
recession,  and  though  cause  and  consequence,  accident  and  de- 
sign, are  rather  jumbled,  the  recession  is  sufficiently  explicit: 

**We  have  no  hestitation  in  saying  that  the  record  of  the 
Speaker  in  connection  with  this  affair  seems  to  be  absolutely 
clear,  and  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  to  be  able  to  say  it 
—  the  greater  since,  from  the  accidental  fact  of  his  name  head- 
ing McComb's  list,  he  has  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  general 
attack  upon  the  whole  business." 

One  of  those  men  whase  role  in  politics  is,  ^*  Follow  my 
leader,"  thought  he  saw  a  way  to  success  where  the  "Tribune" 
had  achieved  a  failure,  and  introduced  a  resolution  for  another 
investigation  on  a  different  line  of  road,  in  Iowa,  and  appeared 
before  the  Investigating  Committee  as  prosecuting  witness. 

Mr.  Blaine  also  appeared  promptly  before  the  Investigating 
Committee,  and  remarking  that  he  saw  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  had 
introduced  the  resolution,  present  he  would  like  Mr.  Stevenson 
to  state  the  facts  on  which  he  based  his  resolution. 
•  "  The  resolution  alleges  so  and  so.  I  want  something  to  speak 
to,  and  therefore  request  that  Mr.  Stevenson  l)e  sworn." 

Mr.  Stevenson  was  sworn,  and  affirmed  that  Mr.  Oakes  Ames 
informed  him  that  ceitjiin  members  of  the  House,  including  Mr. 
Allison,  Mr.  Blaine,  and  others,  were  interested  in  this  milroad. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  Did  you  ever  say  to  any  one  that  you 
thought  you  had  caught  the  Speaker  ? 

Mr.  Stevenson.  —  I  don't  remember. 

Speaker  Blaine.  —  Did  you  have  such  a  conversation  with 
Senator  Stevenson,  of  Kentucky  ? 


Mr.  Ste^-esbon.  —  I  »l<tirt.  n-u 
with  him  on  th(<  Hubject. 

Speaker  Bi^ine.  —  And  you  wiiil,  ''1  have  cAUght  thf 
SjieiiktT?" 

Mr.  Stkvknmiix. —  Not  in  that  mugh  way.  I  may  liavr 
men  tit)  net!  that  I  ImiI  MutnitUiing  thiit  would  impUi^ut«  ilx 
S|)fakvr  in  liiiid  gmiiUt. 

Sjreaker  Klaisk.  ^I>(i  ynn  Uiink  your  controlling  umlivc 
watt  t)i(!  piihliu  ^hmI,  or  t^i  cat^^'h  thu  8]K;ak<.<r? 

Mr.  Stkvknson.  —  My  oliject  wa«  l*i  uatoh  the  Rpt-akor,  if  lir 
w»8  invulvod  in  this  mad.  and  I  said  further,  thtvt  if  the  SjiwikM 
of  tliu  tlouw;  va*  uugagi^l  in  sutih  traiMautioiiH,  it  was  equal  tn 
dftalin);  in  "('redit  Mohilier"  HttK^k. 

N«tmiiUy.  with  tlic  accuaod  investigating  and  «ro»«-*??(Hinitiiii!;i 
the  iioi'iuicr,  the  invustigation  dcvelo{R!d  into  a  fiirc*^.  and  lin' 
crowded  ciiiiunitti.<e>rooni  became  the  hkcuo  of  alnumt  Uimulln- 
ous  amusomont.  Mr.  Ulaiiie  at  length  gave  the  tnie  and  iiiiitih 
[KirtiLiit  story  of  hiu  coiinuutiuii  with  thv  i:oad,  though  pniteiiting 
that  he  WH«  not  under  the  amalleMt  obligation  to  do  ko. 

"  The  Iowa  Falls  and  Sioux  City  Unad  nover  repeiveil  an  ticrv 
of  land  by  n  direct  act  of  Congress.  The  $t4it«  of  Iowa  gave  to 
the  coniiiiuiy  the  renuiiint  of  the  old  hind  gnint  to  the  State  in 
IKoO.  The  roiiil  wa«  built  by  a  eoiiti-aeling  comjuiiiy  entirely 
for  i-;isb.  In  this  conti-.ii-ting  eiiTnpany  my  particular  jiiid  higlily 
viiltied  friends,  Me.isra.  A.  it  I'.  Colmni,  the  wealthiest  men  in 
Miiine,  and  iis  ^o»nl  mt-ii  iwi  ever  lived,  took  *200.000  of  stock, 
iiiid  ]>aLd  their  iiss('s.snH'nlt4  in  hard  L-iusb.  .  .  .  The  roinl 
\v;i.s  liiiished  to  the  hist  mil  and  spike,  by  the  jwynient  of  i-a-ili 
down.  ...  In  Januitry  litst,  just  a  year  ago,  in  settling  ii]> 
some  business  with  llie  Mu-ssi-s.  Coburn,  I  took  from  them  » 
iiuantity  of  the  stoek  of  this  road,  for  which  I  i>aid  about  sixty 
ill  c;isli.  That  was  tlic  tirst  of  my  ownershii)  in  the  road.  1 
hold  ihe  sliK'k  in  my  own  name,  and  tlie  transaction  is  one 
which  Congress,  in  my  judgnient.  is  no  more  called  on  to  in- 
vi-stigiilt;  tliiLii  it  would  1k!  to  im|uire  into  the  weekly  exj^nses 
III"  my  iKUisclmld.  Hot  at  the  same  time  I  wish  the  committee 
In  uniliTstjind  that   I  make  this  explanation  without  the  slight- 
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use  Mr.  Lincoln's  phrase  —  that  his  ratrhole  was  not  worth 
watching,  asked  the  Speaker  as  to  the  nature  of  his  transactions 
\iith  the  Messrs.  Coburn. 

**•  Do  you  mean  in  regard  to  this  matter,  or  timber  land  in 
Maine,  or  coal  land  in  Pennsylvania?  If  you  would  like  an 
interest  in  this  railroad,  Mr.  Stevenson,  I  will  sell  it  to  you  at  a 
slight  advance." 

As  Mr.  Blaine  had  previously  declared  that  ever  since  he  had 
bought  the  shai*es  he  had  been  living  in  hope  that  they  would 
draw  a  dividend,  but  up  to  this  time  in  vain,  the  proffer  was 
doubly  provocative  of  laughter.  Mr.  Stevenson  preferred  to 
wait  till  he  was  out  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Blaine  agreed  then 
and  there  to  "take  it  all  off  your  hands  when  you  are  re- 
elected." 

Mr.  Oakes  Ames  testified  that  he  told  Mr.  Stevenson  he  had 
got  hold  of  the  wrong  road  —  that  he  thought  he  had  sold  some 
bonds  of  the  Sioux  road  to  Mr.  Blaine  —  thought  he  had  sold 
him  <55,000,  but  could  not  rememl)er. 

"  Ask  me,  Mr.  Stevenson,"  prompted  Mr.  Blaine,  "  I  can  tell 
you,  I  bought  $6,000  of  bonds  from  Mr.  Ames  and  paid  him 
eighty  cents  on  the  dollar.  At  another  time,  in  Boston,  f  1»5,000 
at  eighty  cents  on  the  dollar.  I  turned  them  in  to  the  Messrs. 
Cobuni,  partly  at  one  price,  partly  another  —  eighty-five  per 
cent.,  ninety  per  cent.  My  business  with  the  Messrs.  Coburn  is 
very  large." 

"  Is  there  anything  else  you  want  to  know  ?  "  inquired  Mr. 
Ames,  after  having  mentioned  his  various  railroads. 

"  I  have  no  personal  interest,"  replied  the  badgered  prosecu- 
tor. "  The  committee  required  me  to  come  here."  —  "  But," 
rejoined  Mr.  Ames,  "  the  committee  did  not  require  you  to  go 
into  all  these  things  outside  of  the  resolution.  I  never  knew 
that  it  was  a  crime  to  build  a  railroad  until  this  investigation 
commenced,  and  I  am  not  satisfied  of  it  now." 

The  investigation  brought  great  distress  to  worthy  members, 
great  anxiety  and  anguish  to  their  wives  and  families.  Mr. 
Blaine  was  indefatigable  in  defending  and  advising  those  who 
were  the  objects  of  attack  —  an  attack  made  with  so  much 
vigor  and  with  such  assumption  of  guilt,  that  even  the  elect 
who  were  not  business  adepts  were  deceived  for  a  moment 
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jnt'i  iMrtlifving  theii)4elve«  tu  havo  coinmitteci  sin  without  know^ 
ing  it,  ami  mpn  fHltert^d  tiefni-e  the  thought  who  ha<l  Dutfiilt«red 
btifoiv  th«  canniiti's  mouth  when  their  country  w»s  endiiiigered, 
while  inun  who  wertt  fumilinr  with  buisinusM  never  quickeued 
step  or  shortened  breath.  "Sam  Hooj>er,"  nf  BoKtun.  it  used 
f  I  be  BHid.  Walked  tUily  back  and  forth  before  the  8[wakrr'« 
(>hair,  with  hist  i«n'kef«  ittnlfoil  full  of  rrcdit  Mobilter  etock.  s 
HiTif^le  dividend  bringiuir  tlOfl.lXMl,  not  only  unhumiet!.  but 
unatuuiiled  and  undisturbed  ;  and  Itinjrbani.  of  Ohio,  when  fuikod 
if  hit  liml  luiy,  jihoutud,  "  Yes,  uiid  only  wiinhcd  he  bwl  ten  tinita. 
mow,"  —  Hud  him,  too.  thii  bullttts  carefully  jiaswcl  by  on  Uw 
other  side ;  liut  gentle  and  ooholarly  men,  in  tlie  natural  timidity 
of  their  unwiint4.-dnes8,  HufFort'd  many  u  pang,  and  the  dimr-lNdl 
Komittimiw  mng  Mr.  itiainu  fruni  his  l>ed  at  midnight  to  counsd 
and  conaole.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  more  patlietic  uight  than  tbut 
of  Otikcs  Ames, —  ii  nmn  of  honored  iimxtHtry  and  stainless  UiUiM, 
the  modest  hero  of  the  great  I'acific  RailriMui,  the  man  whoea 
energy  had  wrenched  it  from  failure  when  to  a  Icsa  putriotiq 
insight  the  nation  itself  seemed  ii  failure,  and  had  made  ila 
final  link  a  guaranty  of  national  peace  and  union,  —  sitting 
silent,  stiniiied  into  immobility  before  Mr.  Blaine's  library  tire 
with  his  head  bowed  on  his  breast,  while  the  younger  man, 
alert  and  intent,  applied  himself  indefatigably  in  and  out  of  the 
house,  arranging  for  his  defence  and  for  that  of  the  other  men 
who  were  implicated  with  him  and  who  were  equally  guiltless 
of  bribery.  Let  it  be  re[>eated  and  rememliered  that  the  man 
who  l)ent  his  hoary  bead  to  calumny  and  contumely  was  the 
man  whose  faith  in  the  continuance  of  the  Union,  whose 
unfaltering  courage  and  whose  imiierial  resources  were  proved 
by  his  a-ssumjition  of  the  struggling,  failing  road  in  the  depth 
of  the  war,  and  by  his  simple,  dogged,  glorious  persistency  till 
the  bust  golden  spike  wsis  driven,  and  the  world  beheld  the  mar- 
riage (if  the  Eiistern  and  Western  shores  of  the  Great  Republic 
amid  shoutings  of  "  Grace,  grace  unto  it !  " 

TIow  futile  it  all  seemed  to  the  people  after  the  panic  was  over 
ajipears  in  the  fact  that  the  member  of  Congress  who,  by  reason 
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election  by  the  people  of  his  State  to  the  Senate,  and  by  the 
people  of  the  whole  Nation  to  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States. 

How  superficial  was  the  morality,  how  valueless  was  the 
judgment  that  condemned  these  men,  a  single  incident  shows. 
Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  investigation,  and  the  censure  of 
Mr.  Ames  and  Mr.  Brooks  before  the  bar  of  the  House,  the 
leading  religious  newspaper  of  Mr.  Ames'  own  State  found 
"  original  sin  in  the  thing  itself,  let  alone  all  the  wickedness 
which  it  drew  after  it.     .     .     . 

"  We  see  not  how  any  healthy  soul  could  fail  at  once  to  de- 
tect the  intention  of  bribery  in  Mr.  Ames  and  the  consent  to 
be  bribed  on  the  part  of  those  who  became  the  recipients  of  its 
stock.  .  .  .  On  the  whole,  then,  it  would  seem  that  the  re- 
port is  well  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  .  .  .  obviously  stops  short 
of  exhausting  the  matter;  that  Messrs.  Brooks  and  Ames 
deserve  the  ignominy  which  is  advised  for  them;  and  that 
the  whole  subject  needs  deeper  ploughing  than  it  has  yet 
received." 

A  few  weeks  afterwards  Mr.  Ames  returned  to  his  home  in 
North  Easton,  and  the  friends  and  neighbors  among  whom  he 
had  spent  his  honored  and  useful  life  ministered  unto  him  a 
triumphant  entrance ;  and  then  the  columns  of  the  same  religious 
journal  found  "nothing  that  anybody  ought  to  object  to,  or  that 
was  in  any  sense  improper  in  the  Credit  Mobilier  itself,  or  in 
any  of  his  [Mr.  Ames']  actions  in  regard  to  it.  We  think 
Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  in  his  excel- 
lent speech  the  other  day  in  Salem,  where  he  introduced  Mr. 
Ames  into  a  long  list  of  the  most  eminent  and  useful  sons 
of  Massachusetts  —  with  Hancock,  Franklin,  Morse,  Field, 
and  Peabody,  warmly  ascribing  all  honor  to  his  name,  to 
whose  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance  we  are  indebted 
more  than  to  any  other  man  for  opening  up  across  this  con- 
tinent a  great  highway  for  nations  in  all  coming  time." 

On  the  8th  of  May  Oakes  Ames  died,  and  his  sons  bore 
him  to  his  burial,  and  all  the  community  lamented  over  him. 

Mr.  James  Brooks  had  already  preceded  him  to  the  unheard 
and  unseen  world,  and  the  saddest  chapter  of  the  "Credit 
Mobilier"  was   closed  —  closed  with  the  death  of  three  men, 
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aoouBer  and  accused,  while  tlie  in»ii  cliiutly  iittned  at  was  nut 
even  hit 

If  there  is  a,  monil  to  tlic  story  it  has  yet  to  be  told.  Wfionlj 
know  it  ia  tho  way  of  <iod  in  the  vvulntion  of  man. 

The  neaifiHt  approach  to  a  nioi-al  is  hinted  in  The  "  Trihuno " 
two  yuars  afterwards : 

"  There  wens  iaitl  before  ii8  yesterday  certain  Htartling  dooiK 
nienttt  gravely  affecting  high  ofht-ialtt.  The  puVilivutiou  of 
thflin  Heenui  to  iiu  a  clear  duty ;  but  we  are  unwilling  to  jiermit' 
our  coluiniiK  to  }x>  used  in  proiuulgatini;  papurs  tliat  must  bring 
auuh  discredit  upon  tlie  American  name,  while  there  Im  the  ra-^ 
mottist  [MWiibility  of  our  being  able  to  ostaUiah  their  la^k  of. 
authenticity.  We  have,  therefore,  set  on  fiwt  a  thorough  ift- 
veHtigation  "  .  .  .  which  esbibhHbed  the  lack  »f  aiithfiitJcitjFu 
and  Uiu  pajM^rs  reinniiied  unpiiUi)ihc<l. 

When  iM.tueM  are  vital,  great  men  forge  to  the  fruiit  by  natn-' 
nil  titnesH.  sniallor  men  uiu  exalted  to  their  noblest  mood^ 
and  thu  nation  i»  fused  to  one  bent  and  purpose.  The  criau 
|>aases.  and  men  relajMe  into  self-t^eeking.  Kault-tinding  mewt 
a  higher  work  than  weU-doing.  Man  who  are  near  the  h«44. 
Boe  no  reason  why  they  are  not  at  the  head,  except  the  art 
fulness  iiiul  arrogance  of  tiieir  leadera;  and,  unable  to  rise 
fartlicr,  they  seek  to  achieve  tiie  desired  priiiia<.'y  by  pullinj;  llie 
|iriniat<^s  iluwri.  Hence  the  scjindiil  and  seuni  nf  politic^tl  Hit 
in  its  sluggish  jihascs,  the  small  ([Uestiona  ajjiUited  !is  if  lliev 
were  great,  the  sucking  doves  essiiying  Ut  roar  lik<;  niging  linns, 
tlie  pjaiiil  ]m>ijI  of  imlinary  life  lashed  into  a  foaming  sea  nf 
iiiiri'uplioii.  liul  when  real  issues  arc  again  in  tguestioii,  huiiian 
iiiituif  rises  ugiiiii  to  meet  theni.  ciwts  off  its  inhuuinnities,  am! 
exalts  il.self  anew  in  a  glorious,  if  tniUKieiit,  trausfonuatieii. 
Therefore  we  live. 

While  e\i-ileiu.-Tit  Was  still  at  fever  heat,  Mr.  Blaine  found 
iiii;isioii  to  t;ike  the  lloor  to  .secure  a  pension  for  a  widow. 
(;e]i.T;i[  Sli,-,iiian  t.ilil  the  stoiy  yeai-s  before  Mr.  Blaine's  deatli: 

"  I  was  seati-il  ill  ni\  ullice  at  the  old  War  Department,  new 
rd  ami  replai^'-d  by  :i  bett^^r  one,  when  luy  orderly  pni- 
Woo.1,'   widow  of  the  lato  Assistant 
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handed  me  a  letter  in  the  familiar  handwriting  of  the  venerable 
Gen.  David  Hunter,  asking  me  to  befriend  '  the  bearer.'  Cast- 
ing my  eyes  over  it  I  exclaimed,  '  What !  are  you  the  widow  of 
my  old  Surgeon-General  Wood  and  the  daughter  of  Gen. 
Zacharj"  Taylor  ? '  —  ^  Yes,'  she  answered,  raised  her  veil,  and 
revealed  her  features,  tlien  of  an  old  lady,  but  beyond  question 
the  daughter  of  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor.  '  Dear  Mrs.  Wood,  what 
does  this  mean  ?  What  can  I  do  for  you  ?  '  She  replied,  '  I  do 
not  know,  but  General  Hunter,  our  steadfast  friend,  has  sent 
me  to  you,'  and  she  went  on  to  explain  :  "  When  my  husband 
died  in  1869  I  supposed  I  had  estate  enough  to  satisfy  my 
moderate  wants.  I  went  to  Louisiana,  took  possession  of  the 
old  sugar  plantation,  collected  a  few  of  the  old  slaves  with 
promises  of  wages  or  shares,  tried  to  make  a  living,  but  every- 
thing was  out  of  joint.  I  then  tried  a  leiuse  with  no  better 
success.  Now  my  daughter  writes  me  from  Austria  that  she  is 
very  sick,  and  begs  me  to  come  to  her.  Geneml  Sherman,  I 
tntuit  go  to  my  daughter,  and  I  have  not  a  cent.  My  old  friends 
are  all  dead,  and  I  know  not  what  to  do.'  I  naturally  inquired 
how  much  money  was  necessary.  She  said  a  thousand  dollai-s. 
I  had  not  the  money.     General   Hunter  had   not  the  money. 

*  How  about  your  pension  ? '  —  ^  When  my  husband  died,  after 
forty-four  years  of  faithful  service  in  the  Florida  war,  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  the  great  civil  war,  I  thought  I  could  take 
care  of  myself,  and  never  asked  for  a  pension,  but  now  my  child 
calls  to  me  from  abroad.'  — '  Mrs.  Wood,  I  am  sure  we  can  easily 
make  up  a  case  under  the  General  Pension  Law,  which  will 
give  you  |f 30  a  month,  but  it  can  only  date  from  the  time  of 
your  formal  application.'  — '  What  good  will  that  do  me  ?  '  she 
exclaimed,  *  my  daughter  is  calling  for  me  noiv !  My  passage 
across  the  ocean  will  cost  •tl20,  and  the  incidental  expenses 
afterward  will  run  up  to  a  full  thousand.'  After  a  few  moments' 
thought,  I  said,  ^  Mrs.  Wood,  we  must  get  a  npenal  bill,  put- 
ting your  name  on  the  same  list  with  that  of  Mrs.  (leneral 
Worth,  Mrs.  General  Sumner,  and  othei*s,  and  have  this  si)ecial 
pension  to  date  back  to  your  husband's  death,  viz.,  March  28, 
1869.  This  will  require  an  Act  of  Congress.  Wliat  member 
of  that  body  do  you  know  from  Louisiana  ?  '  —  '  Alas,  none.'  — 

*  What  member  from  Kentucky  ? ' — '  Not  one.' — *  Do  you  know 
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aaybody  in  Congress  ? '  — '  Not  «  sinfjle  member.'  —  *  Don't  yoo 
know  Mr.  EMaine'/  He  is  Sj)eakei'  nf  thit  Hoiute,  a  fellow  o( 
infinite  wit  and  nf  unbounded  ^iterosity  ?  '  Nu,  nhe  bad  never 
met  Mr.  Blainu.  '  Now,  my  ditar  Mrs.  WihkI,  can  you  meet  me 
this  ftft«rtio<tii  at  the  SjxHikei'n  nwini,  ftay  at  four  I'.M.,  punc^ 
uallyV  —  *I  will  do  anything,'  Bho  answered,  'that  you  aiivi»e.' 
—  'Thvn  meet  niu  at  the  8[>uAkor'«  niom,  aoutli  wing  of  tbe 
Capital,  at  fonr  n'tilook  thin  evening.'     Of  eourse  »hv  did. 

"I  was  there  ahead  of  time,  sent  my  card  to  Mr.  Sjieaker 
Blainu,  who  was  in  hid  uhnir  prunidiiig  over  a  noisy  Hnuiw,  but 
who,  a»  always*.  reKfionded  quickly  to  my  call.  Itt  a  few  words 
I  explained  the  whole  case,  and  we  went  ti^ether  in  tbe 
S{wHkor's  TiMitn  across  the  Imll,  behind  ihe  'chair.*  where  sat 
the  imly,  clottely  veiled.  No  courtier  since  the  daynt  of  Clurle- 
magne  ever  approached  a  lady  with  more  delicacy  and  grace 
than  (lid  Mr.  Sjx^akur  (Maine  tbe  atHicted  woman.  After  a  few 
worda  of  inipiiry  and  explanation,  Rlaine  continued:  "^'Vdiit 
futbt-r  was  the  Hrst  man  I  ever  itbouted  for  as  President,  and  lot 
you,  biN  (lan^liUT,  I  will  do  all  a  man  can  in  thiH  coniplicatv)) 
Government.  1  will  make  your  chko  my  own.  Don't  leav« 
this  city  till  yon  hear  from  me.'  Finding  I  had  touched  the 
proper  chord  of  his  giMioi-ous  nature,  I  iidviaed  Mrs,  Wood  tn 
i-eturn  to  (ionunil  Hunter's  mid  awiiit  the  result.  Blaiiie 
esiiortcd  hrr  to  the  stairway  with  many  friendly  expressiiias 
and  retimn'il  In  the  Speaker's  chair. 

"  1  di<l  rjdt  remain,  but  learned  from  a  friend  afterwards  the 
se(|iiel,  Hliiini-  sat  in  his  idiuir  alwmt  an  hour,  nivitijj  attentimi 
to  tlie  busini'ss  nf  the  IIdusc.  occasionally  scribbling  on  a  bit  uf 
]);i{)er,  and  when  a  lull  oeiiiri-ed  he  called  some  member  to  takf* 
Ills  place,  aiirl  walked  stiaiglit  to  Mr.  Holmaii,  the  '  Universil 
Objectin-,'  saying:  -Dolman,  1  have  ii  little  matter  of  great 
interest  which  1  want  to  rush  through ;  please  don't  "  object." '  — 
'What  is  it'.'' — '  A  speriiil  peiisitni  for  the  widow  of  Surgeon 
WiHtd,  the  daughter  of  (ien.  Zachary  Taylor.'  —  'Is  it  all 
rij,'l]t ':" "  —  "Of  course  il  is  all  right,  and  every  American  should 
hliish  that  this  thing  could  be." —  ' Well,'  said  Holman,  'go 
ahead ;  I  will  be  out  of  tlic  way,  in  the  cloak-niom."     Watching 
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his  most  eloquent  and  beautiful  speeches,  introduced  his  little 
bill  for  the  pension  of  Mrs.  Wood  for  rfSO  a  montli,  to  date  back 
to  the  time  of  Surgeon  Wood's  death  (about  four  years),  which 
would  give  her  about  $2,400  arrears  and  $600  a  year  for  life.  It 
was  rushed  through  the  House  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
Blaine  followed  it  through  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  President, 
where  it  became  a  law,  and  this  most  deserving  lady  was  en- 
abled to  go  to  Austria  to  be  with  her  daughter  in  her  illness. 
I  understand  that  both  are  now  dead,  and  that  the  overflowing 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  no  longer  taxed  by  this  pen- 
sion, but  I  must  rescue  from  oblivion  the  memory  of  this  pure 
act  of  unrecorded  benevolence." 

General  Sherman's  mode  of  justifying  himself  for  printing 
the  story  without  Mr.  Blaine's  permission,  and  Mr.  Blaine's 
mode  of  presenting  the  case  to  Congress,  are  equally  character- 
istic. "  Pensions,"  said  the  straightforward  splendid  old  soldier, 
•'^  pensions  are  not  always  matters  of  legal  contract,  but  of 
charity,  which  blesses  him  who  gives  as  well  as  receives;  and 
I,  of  all  men,  fully  recognize  the  difficulty  of  making  pen- 
sions subject  to  the  tender  feelings  of  an  executive  officer ;  but 
when  I  discover  an  instance  illustrating  the  genuine  feeling 
no  one  should  object  to  my  recording  it,  and  printing  it  if 
need  be." 

Mr.  Blaine's  speocli,  to  which  (xeneral  Sherman  referred, 
was  brief:  "A  few  moments  since  I  liad  an  interview  in 
my  parlor  which  deeply  touched  me.  It  was  with  the 
widow  of  the  late  Robert  C.  Wood,  late  Assistant  Surgeon 
General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  This  lady  is 
the  daughter  of  the  late  Major-General  Zachary  Taylor,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  She  presented  a  petition,  which  I 
will  not  have  even  read  or  placed  on  the  tiles  of  the  House,  \\e- 
cause  it  discloses  a  fact  which  ought  not  to  exist — that  the 
daughter  of  Zachary  Taylor  needs  aid  in  any  form.  I  ventured 
to  assure  her  when  she  put  her  petition  in  my  hands,  and  asked 
me  to  take  charge  of  it,  that  I  did  not  believe  there  would  be  a 
dissenting  voice  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  upon  a 
proposition  to  grant  her  a  pension  suitable  to  lier  rank,  and 
to  the  memory  of  her  great  and  honored  father.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  introduce  for  consideration  at  this  time  a  bill 


for  her  relief."  NeeiUewt  to  say,  tinitnin]Oii&  consent  was 
given,  the  bill  van  receivei],  read  a  iint  and  Hectind  time,  ea- 
grossed,  rcuil  u  third  time,  and  pamed  unanimously  and  iiii- 
inedint«ly. 

Another  hill,  which  made  a  stir  quite  nut  of  jjroportion  to 
itH  importance  or  it«  iniquity  was  ignominioualy  dulil>ed  thf 
"  SalHfj'  Grab  Hill."  Tlio  ohjet^IJonablu  point  waa  that  CongresH- 
nien  not  only  raiHed  their  own  oalarleK,  hut  made  tiie  increiur 
go  buck  and  i-ovnr  tho  whole  term  of  the  Congiew  Uirn  near 
cliMing.  Mr.  Klaine,  as  nonn  )ts  thu  nienxuri!  was  prn[>o!<ed,  diii- 
(lei-ned  ib<  weaknesH,  and  opposed  the  bill.  When  hu  nnw  that  it 
waa  alMjut  to  bi'  passed,  he  simply  withdrew  himself  from  it* 
operation  by  placing  the  Speaker  alongside  the  Vice-l'i^sideiit 
and  the  Cabinet,  upon  whose  salaHeK  the  bill  whm  not  to  take 
effect  until  afU-r  the  Fourth  of  Maruh,  and  luked  uriatiimout 
conxcnt  to  put  in  "the  word  'hereafter,'  to  folloH-  the  wonln 
'  aball  receive.'  Thia  will  affect  whoever  aball  b«  Speaker  of 
the  Iloudo  of  Rcprettentnlives  heruafter,  and  does  not  affect  Uip 
Speaker  of  thitt  Ilouae,  but  leaves  bim  upon  the  aaine  plmn' 
with  tha  Vice-I'raatdaut  and  Cabinet  oflioers,  upon  Uie  salai;  ■ 
cut  before  adjusted."  ' 

It  ;:ati  hiii-illy  Ut  said  tluit  unanimous  consent  was  given,  for 
tliR  Siieiikor  piislicd  his  miilt.T  tln-<iut;h  so  swiftly  that  meuibeiii 
hanlly  knew  wliat  hi-  was  .loing  till  too  late  for  effective  dissi'iil. 
One  man  was  i|nick  ciiniij;!!  to  objfct  and  another  sprang  to  his 
feet,  but  by  lii,i,'li-hanili'd  iisurpation  of  aiitlionty.  Mr.  Bhiiiie 
touk  his  pen  and  wrote  tho  "  hereafter"  into  the  text  of  the  bill 
iM^foi-e  him  ami  dt-i'Uircil  llu;  aniendmeiit  Jido].ted ! 

Mr.  I  bile,  cif  Maitii',  sjicaking  afterwards  of  the  great  uniK)|ui- 
birily  "f  the  bill,  illustrated  it  with  bumonms  snU-mniiv:  "1 
swiiir.  if  I  Iravilled  by  the  railroad  as  far  as  it  would  tiike  itir, 
and  ibiMi  bad  In  taki-  the  slage-coarb,  and  then  go  borsf-b;iffc, 
ami  then  w;ilk,  and  ihi'ii   follow  a  sqnirrel-ti-aek  in   the  wmnk 

;iml  al    ll ml  'if  that  (.■nm.-  un  a  man  i-hopping  a  log^wlial- 

ikjI  know  he  would  knuw  all  about  the  salary-gnili 
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and  night  service  had  richly  earned  it,  he  put  and  carried  the 
motion,  as  one  member  expressed  it,  "heels  over  head," 
and  "  The  Chair  hears  no  objection,"  by  giving  no  time  to 
hear  it. 

When  a  vote  was  to  be  counted,  he  would  stand  erect,  hold- 
ing the  gavel  by  its  head  and  pointing  the  handle  at  each 
standing  member  before  him,  turning  from  the  extreme  right 
to  the  extreme  left  as  he  counted,  and  the  motion  of  the  gavel 
was  like  chain-lightning.  If  challenged  to  explain  his  dynamics 
consistently  with  his  mathematics,  he  would  reply,  laughing, 
*'  The  Speaker  knows  how  to  count." 

He  never  made  a  point  of  small  things.  No  such  honesty  as 
dividing  his  official  from  his  personal  correspondence  ever  com- 
plicated his  use  of  the  frank.  Making  a  rapid  mentiil  calcula- 
tion, he  placed  the  franking  privilege  d^  a  matter  of  three 
hundred  dollars  a  year  to  each  member  and  held  that  it  was  not 
worth  talking  about  one  way  or  the  other.  If  suspicion  or 
odium  clung  to  it,  and  the  people  wanted  it  abolished,  abolish 
it,  —  it  was  not  worth  defence  or  delay ;  but  until  it  was 
abolished,  he  used  it  freely,  franking  his  own  letters  and  lettei"s 
of  friends  who  happened  to  be  under  his  roof,  or  under  whose 
roof  he  hapi>ened  to  be,  jus  has  Ijeen  from  the  foundation  of  the 
frank,  and  just  as  freely  as  he  used  his  purchased  postiige  stam{)s 
after  the  frank  was  abolished. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Blaine  made  a  journey  to  Cali- 
fornia. Waiting  in  Washington  for  the  iMaino  snows  to  be  re- 
duced to  two  feet  deep  on  a  level,  according  to  his  own  acjcount, 
he  was  not  able  to  leave  Augusta  till  the  nintli  of  May,  which  gave 
too  little  time  for  the  most  desirable  tour.  He  wished  Emmons 
to  join  the  customary  '*  town-meeting,"  and  consulted  with  his 
tutor,  Mr.  Waterhouse,  who  replied : 


I  do  not  think  he  is  overworked.  He  is  studying  assiduously,  to  be 
sure.  He  must  do  that  to  enter  Hai^vard  well,  and  nothing  short  of  enter- 
ing well  would  satisfy  his  desire.  During  liis  sUiy  in  Newton,  Emmons 
has,  in  attention  to  study,  and  in  eonduct  generally,  done  his  duty,  and  done 
it  in  a  manner  that  deserves  high  praise.  I  find  no  better  boys  anywliere 
than  he  is.  I  do  not  indeed  regard  liim  as  belonging  to  that  class  of  boys 
eulogized  in  the  Sunday-school  books,  who  attain  sanetification  in  early 
youth.     He  is  not  a  religious  phenomenon,      ]^\xt  his  morale,  like  his 
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jAyHqiu.  i*  nrnphutioiill;  hpalthy.  lie  is  soiiad  in  the  nobler  pftrls.  1 
would  truat  btiu  n  gixxi  dnal  fkrtJitir  Uiui  I  would  most  of  th«  yoniMal 
stiints.  Emmons  lim  In  lilm  the  olenaonts  of  fir8i>ralii  scholarship  Mid  ■ 
Tund  of  priu.'tii'al  HL-nBO  i|uiln  renuirkBlitii  in  one  no  yonng.  To  worn  him 
by  an  examination  pa^Mir,  or  lo  fool  him  inlo  Mtl'tng  u  pony  for  n  groa  ol 
green  spnntaclnii,  wnuld  bn  rather  a  diBicult  mAttcir.  1  oxpoct  gnat  thing* 
of  him.  And,  though  ihe  stale  of  hU  healUi  luuy  iiul  dt^ninml  it,  1  am 
fltrongly  in  favor  of  hU  taking  tjic  California  trip. 

Mr.  Blaine  wait  eiinieatly  solicited  to  extent!  his  visit  u>  Ore- 
gon with  tbo  pmuiLKi;  lo  "  .  .  .  put  jou  on  the  U>\i  slielf  of 
oninfort,  coiiaidemtion.  and  attention  while  jou  ara  in  Oregon 
and  on  the  Sound. 

.  .  .  "  Yini  KhouUl  nlxd  mm;  the  wondurful  timber  of  the 
I'lif^ot  Sound  Biuiin,  coiupanKl  with  which  the  ftirc^lA  of  Moino 
are  hut  nureeriuH  of  t«l«grapli  jioltw." 

But  he  had  alruiuly  jMUMcd  thti  titau  linuts  and  \fa»  obliged  to 
leave  Ore^ia  for  unothor  day.  which  never  carav.  But  the 
warmth  of  his  rvcoption  in  Cidifornia  and  the  plenHure»  "f  Uie 
journey  ami  the  viwit  remained  with  him  a  (jratcful  memory. 

To  Walker: 


WASinsiiTON.  January  8,  1873. 

.     .     .     Tn  my  grfut  sor 

l.ui..ltri,  iit  il„-\V..ivwi.T. 

■}»it  ill  iimjiii!  si-iLson.     Fi>r  lioi)),  Kmnions  was 

al...sl  ill   I.iiiis<Or.     His    f:i 

)ii-r,  giicii    :!,•;  h<!  \s,  is  not  bi'tter.      He  wanted 

dix'ailfiilly  I<i  ^'1.  Ill  \V:wlii 

>;Hiii,  but  :il  Ihi!  alci?]>tng-i.-ar  we  separate*!  — 

.  K<ir  llie  aftumoon  Judge  Kelly  brouglit 
ir  si[ii!ili)r.  a  huge  brown  paper  panel  in 
iiguifii'eiit  voii'o,  if  we  were  I'ennsylvanians 
.  .  At  Rve  WH  n-ached  Washington,  were 
■iimpauy,  only  a  few  gentlemen  linding  us 


Paris,  Januarj'  30,  1872. 

verytliing  wa,s  ver)' 

y  broufjlil  up  such  nice  buckwheat  cake.s,  that  I 

Kudfii   by  oaling  nine,  and  a  large  plate  of 

<  vrry  uuii'li  rtiiiiit-ed.  as  proving  that  I  havi' 

vitbstanding  my  long  eot 


BIOGRAPUT    OF  JAMES    G.    BLAINE.  296 

aboat  Grerman.  Shall  study  very  hard  on  it  for  the  next  two  months.  In 
French  I  am  quite  well  up.  DonH  find  myself  at  all  embarrassed  in  con- 
versation, and  can  write  almost  without  fault,  though  not,  of  course,  like  a 
Frenchman,  which  I  never  shall  do.  .  .  .  Father's  forty-second  birth- 
day was  Wednesday.  I  trust  that  I  may  live  to  see  the  double,  the  eighty- 
fourth.  Whenever  I  think  of  you,  it  always  seems  as  though  I  had  a  very 
young  father,  for  I  see  many  men  of  forty,  and  they  always  seem  like  very 
young  men  to  me.  Then  again,  not  having  yet  got  to  my  majority,  I  feel 
very  young  still  myself.  When  I  am  twenty-one  and  through  college,  if 
(D.y.)  that  ever  happens,  I  suppose  I  shall  feel  so  old,  that  father  will 
seem  like  a  patriarch. 

Well,  I  long  very  much  to  get  home  next  year  to  go  into  college,  for 
until  I  am  through  I  seem  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  working,  studying 
zero,  perhaps  useful,  like  zero,  in  making  up  a  sum,  but  nothing  by  and  of 
myself. 

.  .  .  Ever  since  I  have  been  in  Paris  Mrs.  Washburn  has  made  her 
house  like  a  home ;  that  is,  as  much  like  a  home  as  any  stranger's  house 
could  be,  and  for  it  I  feel  very  much  indebted  to  one  of  the  kindest- 
hearted  women  I  have  ever  seen. 

Paris,  February,  1872. 

.  .  .  1  was  exceedingly  worried,  in  reading  the  papers,  to  find  that 
father  was  absent  from  Congress  two  or  three  days  on  account  of  the 
illness  of  Q.  I  have  still  a  great  deal  of  anxiety.  My  only  solace  is  that 
if  the  worst  had  happened,  you  would  probably  have  telegrai)hed  to  me. 

To  Walker : 

Washington,  February  18,  1872. 

.  .  .  Here  the  door-bell  rings.  Douglass,  who  would,  to  quote 
Charles  Lamb,  cast  a  damper  over  a  funeral,  answers  it.  Some  one  to  see 
the  Speaker.  Douglass  discreetly  answers  that  indeed  he  does  not  know 
whether  Mr.  Blaine  is  home  or  not  —  if  the  gentleman  will  walk  into  the 
parlor,  he  will  see.  Enter  gentleman,  and  up-statrs  Douglass.  Returning, 
he  announces  that  Mr.  Blaine  has  gone  up  to  General  Sherman's.  A  fib 
wit^  a  circumstance,  and  Douglass,  coming  through  the  libmry  where  Mr. 
Sherman  and  I  are  writing  says  he  shall  never  get  to  heaven  in  this 
world,  and  vanishes  looking  exceedingly  pleased  (for  hini)  at  the  prospect. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Sherman  says  to  me  in  an  aside,  that  he  does  not  see  what 
his  idea  of  heaven  in  this  world  can  be.  The  day  is  quite  pleasant.  Father, 
C,  M.,  and  I  have  been  to  our  own  church.  Had  an  exceedingly  eaniest 
and  interesting  sermon  on  missions  in  Turkey,  —  as  interesting  as  a  book 
of  travels.  .  .  .  Friday  we  had  our  presidential  dinner.  Father  wanted 
to  defer  it  till  Emmons  came,  but  I  could  not  let  it  overhang  so  long. 
The  President  talked  incessantly  about  himself.  I  have  a  certain  sympathy 
with  him,  for  I  think  him  an  honest  man,  and  no  doubt  he  feels  dread- 
fully assailed.  .  .  .  After  the  dinner  was  over  and  the  guests  had 
departed,  father.  Miss  D.,  and  myself  went  to  the  Arlington  to  attend  the 


^ 


296  niof/RAPnr  of  james  g.   blaixb. 

rec«|>tton  of  ili«  .JaiieuieM  MltilU«r.  I  wunl  oiU  to  supper  with  Um  Uiniv 
If^  hitnNnlf.  *  llvplj  liiiJe  Jup.  rather  tallitr  tluui  Iho  nv«nigi>  of  ti[»  ooun- 
(ryuieii.  npuukiii);  Kiiglisb  [lerfiivtly  wt-ll.  'IVy.  ihe  J«pa.  ituvm  to  be 
|>nrrn-tl3r  ilnllgliM  at  *eeln;;  •<>  inuiy  \iiAiwt.  Mnt.  Scliurn  aald  when  ibe 
k-ft  U.  Mori  wiw  ntunilin;;  motiunlusM.  liii  ftmi  ti^hl  n>un<l  a  ymnj^  laity's 
walM.  IiuttjfinH  il!  In  Lhu  uiorntng  I  was  at  tho  CajdLol.  I  beiurd  Mr, 
Book  rnply  i>i  Mr.  Hmwntow,  a  pt^rstinul  enpluiniinn,  inbirea^ng  lo  nw 
l)ecauBe  uf  Uie  )>(7rti.i<tly  Impartial  nilltig  of  yuur  faUivr,  ibuagh  lodo  it, 
111*  had  Ui  tlw-iil*  Hgiunft  Mr.  Slnvniiwui,  Mr.  H»lu,  nnd  Mr.  Garfleld. 
,  .  .  (j.  UfioL  gHlluig  well.  He  hOHTi  liuw  NJmuat  na  woll  ws  evHf. 
It  i«  vRiy  InlorfUitlng  tn  mtr,  thti  piut  coiiip  lint^k  ii>  hjm.  Somciilmes  tfaloga 
ruBh  in  [>ii  liim.  niul  Ira  ia  nu  imager,  he  canuoi  iniike  himsnlf  undcntcnl. 
Y«Hl«Tday  niMitiliig,  I  licard  him  say  tn  Annhi  who  waa  drvaslag  hitu, 
"Oh,  Anntu,  you  iDiixlirt  uny  naughty  wunU,  you'll  go  ta  jail,  xir.  If  yea 
say  boil  words,  W.  ¥.  say*  '  It's  a  (rand.' "  —  "  A  fmail,"  wiyH  Annlu,  "  whatti 
a  fraud  F  "  —  "  Why,  yitu  know,  '  a/rW  a-woultl  a-wming  gn.' '  When  w« 
wer«  (^timing  on.  A.  T.  was  In  Iho  car,  and  was  laiutiintlag  thai  W.  F.  wan  so 
addiutfid  to  slang —  rvnrythliig  wItJi  him  wax  ■■  it's  a  fraud."  Q.  heard  falm 
and  WHS  very  muuli  liupi-i'ssed  at  iho  timo,  Thu  phrase  was  so  enggMtan 
of  Kmmoiu.  Whtm  AnniBsnid  ■'  dmadt'ul,"  hn  f>'lt  likti  npltrnidiug  her,  and 
ajt  Kouii  u  he  oomiutiiuvd,  lhu  wliolu  i-opruheuxiltlu  cunduot  of  W.  ¥.  name 
l>ack,  iuii]  tli«n  I  diMxivonot  tho  ijuerr  nsMHilatinn  i>f  (di-iui.  I  shall  Imvs 
yom'  failiur  Ui  write  yuu  abuul  Uaiiuver.  I  am  not  really  uump«tcnt  lo 
«dvke.  WlMtsTor  h»  »nd  you  dedd«  on  wiU  be  right.  Only  I  want  yuu 
lo  nrnke  the  an((i1slti<in  of  Frnm-h.  and  I  want  yon  at  homo.  Tho  I'lisi- 
ih'til  (ulix  nil'  lh:tl  his  son,  wlm  is  al  llarvmil.  iiilciiiiit  going  to  Germtiny  Id 
sjK'ii.l  his  [liird  jcir.  Il  s.'fnis  II1.7  :iilinv  (In-  third  year  Ui  be  {>Bsse<l  in 
(ii-rniaiiy.  llur  -.liiiliTil  In  n'Uiiii  liis  i'I^lss  r';ink  im  liin  ruturn,  provided  he 
i-;m  pass  the  rc>iiiii-it.'  o\:iininatii>li,  ami  niciinwliile  tliu  boy  yicka  up  Ger- 
man. .  .  .  Wp  -^y-y  down  to  lircakf:i.st  soon  nfU-r  iiinu.  Father  sits 
dinvn  in  lii>  srat  and  at  iiiicc  pi-orci-ds  to  hnry  himself  in  newspapers. 
I>iin;;l;is~.  tlio  slow,  ;;i-ailii;illy  Moiks  loiind  among  llie  mutlon  chops,  the 
;.'rits,  iIh-  liiilirr,  1I11'  apjili's.  1I111  liaui,  aril  the  drinkables,  and  by  the 
lime  eviTVlliin^'  is  as  i'ol<I  as  a  stom.',  calin;;  begins.  Father  does  not  even 
otViT  llii> -fi^ak.  As  wi>  t.ikr  line.' morning  pajiera  and  the  mail  is  alwavs 
l:irge,  yii  .'an  inLa;;i(U'  liow  social  wi-  are.  I  diu-e  not  abandon  the  chil- 
dren, sn  \\)iili-  ('.ami  []u:  /"'/i  r  satisfy  tlii-ir  hnngry  minds,  I  look  out  for 
\\w  liiiii^rry  litHo  folks,  — and  wlirn  land  Ihuy  ai-e  through  the  readers 
Hakr  ii|>  and  arc  iraily  lo  In'  waited  on.     .Inst  a.s  we  were  getting  through 

liiis riiiiig,  sonii'boily  or  otliiT   ri'mi'mliered   our  dinner  party  of  to-day, 

:iiiil  iiic'11  il  was  di.seoviTt^d  that  no  onlei-s  had  been  given  for  the  dinner, 
tlial  tlit>  bill  of  fail'  had  not  fvi'ii  l)c(;n  made  out.  Such  an  e.vplosion  asst 
iinri;  fr)llo«i'iI '.     llowi'vev,  eveivlhing  is  all  straightened 
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to-day  already,  Mr.  Fish  once.  The  most  punctilious  arrangements  are 
made  for  the  ceremony.  As  it  is  the  tirst  ambassiidor  this  counti^  has 
ever  received,  it  behooves  us  to  be  paiticular.  Your  father  puts  some  one 
in  the  chair  and  then  hastens  down  himself  to  assist  in  the  ceremonies. 
All  the  ladies  are  in  full  dress  morning  costumes,  no  bonnets.  In  the 
evening  I  go  to  the  opera  to  hear  Parepa  in  **  Figaro."  Sunday  evening  I 
go  to  Masonic  Temple  to  assist  in  another  reception  of  the  Japs.  Mrs.  Fish, 
wife  of  Secretary  of  State;  Mrs.  Colfax,  wife  of  President  of  Senate;  Mrs. 
Blaine,  wife  of  Speaker  of  the  House ;  and  Mrs.  Banks,  wife  of  Chairman 
of  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  are  the  ladies  to  receive.  Wednesday  I 
have  a  reception  and  in  the  evening  go  to  the  opera  again  to  hear  Parepa. 
Thursday  we  are  engaged  at  the  Bristows,  and  Saturday  afternoon  father 
to  the  matin6e.  .  .  .  Thursday  afternoon  —  I  am  just  up  from  down 
tfjwn,  where  I  have  been  buying  a  little  frippery  for  to-night.  I  went  to 
the  White  House  yesterday,  as  I  anticipated.  The  ceremonies  were  all 
gone  through  with,  according  to  programme.  The  President  and  Cabinet 
and  a  few  officers  received  the  chief  of  the  Japanese  dignitaries,  and  then 
they  were  brought  into  the  blue  room  and  presented  to  Mrs.  Grant  and  her 
ladies.  Mrs.  Grant  had  Mrs.  Colfax  on  her  right,  myself  on  the  left.  I 
was  quite  unprepared  for  the  womanliness  and  cordiality  and  thoroughly 
unaffected  kindliness  of  Mrs.  Grant's  recei>tion  of  them.  I  could  not  have 
done  half  so  well.  Fortunately  I  knew  Mr.  Mori,  so  that  I  could  break 
tho  dead  spell  a  little.  Another  thing  also  helped  me  i)ersonally  very  much. 
The  chief  interpreter  turned  out  to  be  a  young  Mr.  Rice,  son  of  Elisha, 
and  nephew  of  Judge  Rice,  who  went  from  Augusta  to  Japan  at  the  age  of 
ten.  Of  course  he  got  intix)duced  to  me,  and  we  had  a  great  deal  to  talk 
about,  to  the  evident  admiration  of  our  Asiatic  friends,  who  looked  on  with 
longing  eyes.  In  the  evening,  took  a  carnage  and  wont  to  Parepa's  opera. 
Tho  singing  and  acting  were  superb.  .  .  .  Father  opened  the  door  to 
us  at  our  first  summons.  The  poor  man  had  lost  Parepa  and  had  nothing 
to  compensate.  Over  one  hundred  twenty-five  guests  sat  down  to  the 
dinner,  in  a  room  built  over  a  stable.  Mr.  Robeson  seated  between 
two  Japanese  dignitaries,  neither  of  whom,  of  course,  could  speak  one 
English  word.  The  dinner,  father  said,  seemed  to  be  served  by  the  licre, 
and  after  st^mding  it  as  long  as  he  could,  he  concluded  to  slip  out.  As 
soon  as  they  saw  your  father  start,  Mr.  Voorhees  and  Mr.  Beck  also  rose, 
and  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  quite  a  st^impede  then  com- 
menced, but,  afraid  of  the  consequences,  our  father  beat  a  hasty  retreat 
home.  .  .  .  I  assisted  at  the  i^eception  last  night.  Mrs.  Colfax,  I,  Mrs. 
Fish,  and  Mrs.  Banks.  When  supper  was  announced,  Iwakura  went  fii*st, 
having  on  his  right  arm  Mrs.  Colfax,  the  Vice-President  on  his  left. 
Then  came  Minister  Mori,  Mrs.  Fish  and  your  father  on  either  arm.  Then 
the  second  ambassador,  I  on  his  right  arm.  Secretary  Fish  on  his  left. 
Who  came  after  I  know  not,  every  faculty  of  mine  being  absorbed  in 
analyzing  my  feelings  —  so  curious.  Not  one  word  could  my  poor  Asiatic 
understand  of  my  language,  and  Mr.  Fish,  having  the  whole  diplomatique 
corps  to  keep  straight,  was  continually  looking  back  and  calling  out  to 
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»atnB  f^tXnr  ur  Itmser  digiilbiry  U>  f^l  Inln  line.  Wb«n  w«  lual  nianth«d 
ImcL  from  tlin  »U|>per-rit«iii  itito  Um  hall,  all  our  I'uruuU  tluUva  mvn  met. 
Wi>  got  taiimii  ftlHHit  (wulvu.  TIiJh  niomlng  wo  liavn  boon  ii|i  Ui  tlie  H'ww 
ID  MfS  Ihem  iw^'.ivfMl  by  your  fHtht-r.  'rrviut^ndnoK  itniMnl  ilii-rc,  anil  4* 
ynnr  fiitJi«r  in>l>>l«il  upi-n  Ij.  goln;;.  and  M,  wiu  t«  go  anyltuw,  I  f«d  M 
ibiiiij[li  1  hHVu  bewii  »ut  ploMuring  with  my  nimicrjr. 

Krum  v.: 

BUrcii  4.  1P73- 

Mr.  Y(iu|^,  who  hu  lately  mtamed  from  PBriK,  bmught  *  lutt«r  Trnw 
Wftlk«r,  oi  whoni  bo  ii|Hutkii  in  Uiu  tiiglii-8t  WnuB.  Vt.<abinlny  Scrrctai; 
luid  AIni.  t'ieih  c&nio  aiiiuiid  U>  arrangn  about  tli<i  J«|ibii«»(i.  Mra.  Flik 
uimo  on  fnim  Nrw  York  un  iiurpuw,  mid  tlii*  sluiin  of  Satunfaf 
ill,  ami.  lu  tiic  uert'itiunlns  iR-gin  In-dny,  )I  M-nmod  In  boiiwoi' 
Socrolary  KUh  hwl  tJi«  jirn^i-aiuiiiu  M  orniiigiHl 
worn  (o  (tiuid,  otul  itwlnicliuaB  I'ur  Uiu  Jajiaiitiw  and  t^l.  «ven 
iif  uur  puuplu. 

LU4>r.  Kvorylhiiig  wont  ufT  wi^ll,  imly  ouu  ul'  tlie  Juiutuesu'a  trnU  lauM 
oir  wliun  liv  bowixt.  I'licy  vivsx  their  haU  n»  a  nintlM-  of  ctiquQU«<.  Tb* 
I'rasidunt  rwicivcd  Ihiitu  in  thu  big  tia«t  ruoiii,  and  lh<.-u  h«  gwvu  liis  mmi  to 
thii  bcwl  anibtutMdur,  ainl  th«  Csblnt'l  Mnd  Ihu  nutt  i>unc  In  ontur  and  w«n 
prewnicd  tn  Mrs.  tinuit.  Shti  niipearod  beauUl'ully.  laid  them  how  gUd 
kIki  wm  U>  Me  iliem,  congratulated  thoni  on  tli«ir  aitItbI  after  bo  M?arD  i 
Jooniey,  and  hoped  iho  young  latllM  -woDld  mma  and  «e«  h«r  «t  tiM  WMb 
Iloiisr.  II,  si'clin  tif  it  t'l  till'  IVi-siileiit  after wanlii.  Hp  said  yv<.  slit-  dM 
iH-IItT  (Itati  111',  f.ir  his  kiK!<-s  treniblod  iindor  hira.  "  What!  "  said  11.,  "i 
l.rav,'  iii:iii  liki>  iiiiiV  Vi-:<.  hu  saiil,  his  kntea  shmtk  as  they  nover  shi".k 
iu'foiv.  :iiiil  liu  had  lii>  wui'd;-  ;ill  wrilluii  out  beforehand,  too.  like  all  Uie 


UMwa.     Mra.  Fuk 
work  «<3^^^H 


iMuiii  Mr.  muiru-  1 
.      .      .     -|vll   Mr.  \V:i- 


AVasiiington.  March  fi,  l*"'?. 

II'  liiMiirhud  liy  the  a|iparent  bick- 

i'8.     (iciicriil   <;i-ant  will  be  noiri- 

KlcctonU  vote.  ;J.-.r;  (irant,  191; 

III  this.     lndi;ina  will  ])relty  surely 
I.  while  our  uhaiice  for  New  York 
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We  heard  from  you  Sunday  morning*  and  I  yesterday  sent  the  letter  to 
Augusta.  Emmons  was  coming  away  from  Andover,  so  I  did  not  detain  it 
for  him.  It  will  be  happiness  enough  for  him  to  be  with  us.  I  had  the 
game  dinner  he  wntes  for  all  ordered,  but  about  im  hour  ago  came  a 
telegram  from  New  York  saying  that  he  had  lost  the  connection  and  could 
not  be  homo  till  ten.  M.  is  at  school.  I  do  not  know  how  she  will  bear 
the  disappointment.  She  was  expecting  to  be  dressed  in  white  with  blue 
on  skirt,  to  meet  him.  **  I  do  want/^  said  she  tliis  morning,  when  she  was 
deciding  on  her  toilet,  *•  to  hear  Emmons  say,  •  llow  nobby  you  look  ! "  Her 
education  might  have  for  its  motto  '■^feslina  leniey  She  gets  to  school  some- 
where about  ten,  and  is  often  at  home  before  her  father  gets  started  for  the 
Capitol.     .     .     .    Saturday  father,  C,  your  sister  M.  went  to  matin6e. 

.  .  .  The  po^er  came  home  as  slangy  as  W.  F.,  saying  and  resaying 
'*  It's  a  fraud."  Every  part  was  shorn  and  clipped,  and  the  voice  of  the 
prompter  was  audible  enough  to  mar  all  the  effect.  At  six  your  father 
dined  with  the  territorial  delegates.     .     .     . 

In  the  evening  we  all  went  to  the  billiard-room  for  amusement,  C.  and 
father  played,  and  such  wild  strikes  never  were  seen  before.     .     .     . 

Wednesday  morning.  Emmons  got  here  at  half-past  ten  last  evening.  He 
missed  the  train  yesterday  morning,  simply  because  ho  had  not  been  par- 
ticular about  the  time-table.  I  need  not  say  that  we  have  all  been  alive 
this  morning.  Your  big  brother  first  went  all  over  the  house  in  his  night- 
gown. Next  he  put  on  his  coat  over  it,  and  again  pei*ambulated,  and 
lastly  he  dressed  himself  en  r^gle  and  came  down  to  breakfast.  All  we 
wanted  was  to  have  you  here.  Mary  Wilson  got  every  dish  for  Em- 
mons she  could  think  of,  and  to  one  and  all  he  did  full  justice.  .  .  . 
After  Mons  had  had  his  supper,  he  and  your  father  went  up  for  a  game  of 
billiards.  Of  course,  Mons  distanced  his  puilner  a  long  way.  .  .  . 
Your  father  seems  very  much  opposed  to  your  leaving  Paris.  lie  is 
anxious  for  you  to  be  sure  of  French.  At  the  same  time,  ne  likes  to  have 
you  do  anything  you  want  to.  If  you  would  like  it  he  would  prefer  your 
staying  another  year  in  Europe,  but  I  do  not  think  I  could  give  my  consent. 
At  any  rate,  I  should  come  over  with  Emmons  and  travel  for  the  summer. 
Q.  is  getting  well  very  fast.  He  looks  like  a  snow-drop.  Is  wonderfully 
interesting. 


Postscript  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  Elihu  Washburn  to  Mr. 
Blaine,  Paris,  April,  1872 : 

Private. 

How  is  it  going  on  at  home  ?  Can^t  we  **  smash  ^em  ^^  handsomely, 
all  the  soreheads  to  the  conti*ary  notwithstanding  ?  Write  me  just  as  fully 
as  you  have  time  as  to  the  real  situation. 

Walker  is  getting  along  splendidly.  He  is  all  tliat  the  fondest  parent 
could  wish,  and  we  have  come  to  feel  in  him  almost  the  same  interest  we 
have  in  our  own  children.     If  he  were  my  boy  I  should  have  him  remain 


hum  Ml  mtditicmul  yuar.  II«  woaM  ihnn  bn  pnrfiict  tnaHter  of  Mm  (i«niun 
»oil  From-li  juiit  wuid  ktwp  up  witli  Iiis  otiier  stwIi^K  beridm.  Hb  cm 
l(Tftm  tlif  likn^i;iKO:<  u  greal  ileal  fHstcr  now  lh»n  he  would  nfler  cyimlng 
biutk  h<!re  aflur  graduating. 

Krfiiii  Walker : 

.  .  ,  As  tliin  Itrti^r  will  ronchyoumboittUietimp  rhat  Mods  IsiUhinw 
fill'  bin  vui'Kliiin.  U-11  liim  Ui  uluiiy  hU  Latin  and  Crcok  SM  be  neviT  Miiit!««! 
them  buful-u.  I  llmnghl  Unit  Umy  wuru  Dot  wuilh  UtIKb,  but  my  litlU 
knuwltil^ii  hnk  HKtituueJ  up  lliu  Kri>ncli  liuigiingn  in  n  roiHit  oniiucins  man- 
nor.  If  una  known  (iriwk  anil  Latin,  or  only  thu  lattpr  and  Knj^ttik 
tliuriHighly,  the  Frunch  langiing«  Is  hut  a  ntorc  uhilit'*  play,  llx-'  dilTen 
enc«  !■  onuuiing  when  ynU  ntlninpt  bi  l«ani  Fr«n(^  ihiDUgh  raaaonlng  and 
taking  iho  dorirutionit,  and  hy  mere  fiin-c  nf  ntnnutr}-,  aa  we  k'an>  Eug- 
lUh.  .  .  .  The  patn«on  who  knows  Latin  well,  anil  caonol  Itian  the 
Fn-nr_ti  liing*uigf  in  two  months,  proviilod  he  ipitaka  it  all  thti  Umr,  and 
r«iunnH  ll  out,  ii  n  dunun.  .  .  .  1  to«  that  Gratlol  Waahbum  hal 
IxH-n  ntiminiiU"!  by  Ihu  PretiUlenl  as  Sccmiil  SoctvUiry  tn  tlin  legation  ta 
Pai-iit.  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  ha  hiu  bmn  lieforu  now  ■.■onfirrned  I  an 
vDvy  glad,  for  hu  lit  a  vury  nice  young  fellow.  ...  I  liopQ  you  will 
Hcnd  niu  «omo  ward  snon  obuul  (iumiiuiy.  I  am  very  anxitiiis  i«i  au{uin 
tiie  language,  and  I  f«e1  that  It  would  be  much  lratt<ir  for  mn  to  ga  then. 
I  cannM  Mnv  in  Paris  dnring  the  auromer.  probably  not  lunger  than  tbe 
l.'ith  mn:  mid  I  mii  ain;li-ii><  to  j-lny  In  llpnii.iiiy  for  four  numrhv.  w.trk. 
in;;  tvitli  ii^>iiliiity.     One  ksscin   i-vcry  dity  in   French  will  keep  me  wf^ll 


May  I.  Ift72. 
haliit,  lately  innug. 
i;;iir;i1id  ?  —  uf  getting  up  for  a  half- 
'i  wu  arc  all  at  liberty  to  go  nui' 
k'clud  full  of  gontlemeii ;  Shermy  (o 
jiMttt!)]  darling  of  upstairs,  down- 
11  lid  (j.  with  spade  and  shovrl 
duarest  and  bcHt  of  boys.  .  .  . 
u-i:  my  last  date.  Indeed,  Walker. 
tich  of  lift!  and  so  iiini'li  love  do 
Le  pitoplii  arc  almost  always  qniet. 
,nd  Anicricaii.  seems  to  l>c  in  a  sod 
i-oine  out  right.  Your  fathiT  w»s 
iliifli  any  eoncession  on  the  part  of 
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To  Walker : 

Washington,  May  7,  1872. 

To-morrow  will  be  your  seventeenth  birthday.  ...  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt any  advice  to  the  good  boj',  who  I  do  not  believe  needs  it,  for  how 
can  one  have  a  better  guide  than  conscience  P  But  I  do  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart  thank  you,  Walker,  for  all  the  anxiety  you  have  spared  me. 
I  have  always  trusted  you,  —  so  has  your,  father,  —  and  never  have  you 
abused  the  trust.  Continue  ye  in  this  love.  .  .  .  The  little  sister  is  out 
in  all  the  glory  of  the  cherry  rosettes  and  short  dresses.  Has  called  on 
Miss  Ripley,  Mrs.  Fish,  and  is  now  gone  to  Mrs.  Hale^s  —  all  in  honor  of 
the  brother  she  has  never  seen.     .    .    . 

To  Walker  from  Mr.  Blaine  : 

Washington,  May  8,  1872. 

You  are  seventeen  years  old  to-day.  Almost  a  grown  man !  I  hope  you 
will  continue  to  be  a  good  boy,  and  make  a  good  man.  Remember  that 
there  is  no  success  in  this  life  that  is  not  founded  on  virtue  and  purity,  and 
a  religious  consecration  of  all  we  have  to  God.  Do  not  forget  your  capac- 
ities, your  abilities,  and  your  responsibilities.     .     .     . 

By  same  mail  herewitii  you  will  receive  from  Jay  Cooke  an  additional 
letter  of  credit  for  £60 ;  should  you  desire  or  need  a  few  pounds  more. 
Mr.  Washburn  will  furnish  you  the  amount.  I  shall  write  him  in  regard 
to  it,  and  he  will  speak  to  you,  rather  than  you  to  him.  ...  I  want 
you  to  come  early  enough  in  June  to  be  here,  or  rather  at  home,  b}-  the  24th 
or  26th,  or  at  all  events,  the  first  of  July.  I  want  you  to  go  by  way  of  the 
Rhine,  round  through  Belgium,  taking,  say,  Strasburg,  Baden,  Frankfort, 
and  Ilomburg  en  route.  You  can  do  this  in  a  few  days,  and  will  be  gov- 
erned somewhat  by  securing  a  fellow-traveller.  At  Brussels  you  will  take 
a  run  over  to  Waterloo.  .  .  .  You  will  see  how  strangely  politics  are 
tending  here.  Greeley's  nomination  is  very  strange.  ...  I  wish  you 
to  come  on  the  •*  Scotia  "  or  **  Russia  "  —  take  whichever  one  Captain  Lott 
commands;  if  you  can  secure  a  good  state-room  on  her.  The  enclosed 
card  will  introduce  you  to  Captain  Lott. 

From  Mr.  Blaiiie  to  Walker : 

May  22,  1872. 

I  presume  you  need  more  money  than  I  have  sent,  and  you  will  find 
herewith  an  additional  letter  for  £40.  This  should  pay  your  passage  home 
and  all  other  expenses,  including  such  presents  as  you  may  desire  to  bring. 
I  would  not  go  very  largely  into  presents,  as  I  do  not  wish  you  to  smuggle 
anything,  or  in  any  way  evade  Uie  duties.  .  .  .  With  tliis  additional 
letter  of  credit  you  will  not  need  to  ask  Mr.  Washburn  for  any  aid  or 
loan.     ...    Be  a  good  boy,  always  in  all  ways. 

To  v.: 

Augusta,  June  16,  1872. 

Mr.  Blaine  and  the  boys  —  the  elder  ones  —  have  just  driven  off  to 
church,  —  three  fans,  a  cotton  umbrella,  and  a  horse  and  buggy,  amongst 
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tlitTm.  Tho  pniMi  look  the  uipbrella,  Knimoos  drtiTv.itnd  WkUcrt  fwioed.ud 
1  unly  hope  Uicy  niny  Meji  far  onnugli  boavvDWurd  ui  paj'  fur  tlie  mrililj 
troiiblv  —  for  Miinf,  in  liurnvsaing,  broke  nut  uitu  a  hcnt  wliich  noihiuj 
t'lmlil  nllay  — hlsfuliier.  ill  the  HUprouiuuiuiuuDtof  ileptirULni,  lurnod  round 
ti)  lull  UB  how  larf  e  his  head  felt,  whllo  Walker,  with  the  pruepvct  of  ihrea 
or  four  f;«ToriUi  girU  Ut  flirt  wiih,  wiu  eminonlli,-  content.  Lj.  and  M. 
worn  in  Uiu  yon!  to  mon  Uiem  ufT;  Q.  all  cuTnat  iuid  nufibony  fmoj  lii* 
thruat  to  tJiu  ham  of  hli  frwk.  but  nloui  us  to  the  fac«  nnd  sw<.>«t«r  tliia 
honoy  in  Urn  honeycomb ;  bU  Itut  wonl  \o  ibt:  tuiirtyrologist«  tming,  IliiUot 
—  a  in«t)ting,  which  they  sevtuod  to  think  i  pitlAi!  satire. 

Wlinn  wr  gal  homo  wii  found  that  no  isutroiUius  hail  prrvailoil  oil  Alhs 
tuwearoDouf  her  new  drtv^Mia.  8.  had  bad  iheiu  all  mwlu.  nnd  m 
beautifully,  and  tJioro  they  hung  by  the  uliiMtful.  Whim  we  arrived  tht 
■at  ^mo  hud  fully  iMine.  and  she  luw  now  the  tiuo  Bali!ifa<4iiin  of  ilrcesiof 
well  every  day.  Yomoi-dsy  xho  bugnn  U>  jen  tn  dancing-scliool.  a  braadi 
of  her  <)t1nuatiiin  I  liavu  beou  very  uixIuub  for  h«r  lu  Attend  to.  ' 
boya  are  olevor  an  cnn  be.  Walker  d<ivot«d  to  M.  and  L.  —  aiid  Rmmoiit 
to  iwimminf;,  the  '■  Now  Vork  Lodger,"  baa»-ball,  and  «1I  snru  of  b 
biuliiiuia. 


■lo  Mr.  lUaino,  from  Hon.  O,  F.  Miuton: 

iKDIAMATOUS,  Ju}jr  22,  1872.       , 

We  would  hn  very  gtai!  lo  have  yon  ooma  into  Indtana  and  make  swvenl 
sii<-i^('iit.->  if  il  is  ill  your  |M>wor  V*  do  so.  Your  great  ro|>utation  will  draw 
l.irj:c  .inw.l^,  iiriil  hIi;ii  yw\  say  will  hiiv.-  miU'h  iiilhi.'niTe  with  ,iiir  jniiple. 
Till'  roiili^sl  !u;rr  will  U-  hard  fon^lit  :iiid  most  Iiittcr.  iiud  wo  sli;ill  rciiiire 
;ill  llic'  ;t.isistani'i!  iiossiiilu.     I  siiitll  awall  your  answer  with  aiixicly. 


lutiful  Ih'iini,  Inn  in  pi-ai'tici',  neither  you  nor  1  will 
IT  il  ]iri*\;iil.  Hut  ihe  rusult  of  the  present  agitalion 
>Msly  Ilu>  lalr  of  duties  l,-vi«d  by  llu!  I'xistin-  L-iriff, 
nation  duvinitly  to  bu  wished.     I  am  more  than  wiU- 


roiu  .Judge  Hoar: 

CosconD,  November  8,  1872, 
ir  uoH',  wiiidi  in  vury  kind.     My  only  dissatisfailii'D 
eli'clioii  is  Unit  1  am  i-hosen  to  tile  House  of  Itejire- 
a  " bear  garden"  is  n 
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Prom  V,: 

Washington,  1873. 

How  much  have  you  seen  of  Mr.  Blaine^s  tilt  with  Mr.  Stevenson  ?  He 
came  to  Mr.  Blaine  afterwards  rather  complaining  of  his  treatment.  Mr. 
Blaine  told  him  he  did  not  want  to  attack  him,  but  Me  could  not  help  it, 
Mr.  Stevenson  brought  it  on  himself.  Mr.  Stevenson  said  of  course  he 
*'  could  not  stand  up  against  a  man  of  Mr.  Blaine^s  talent  and  courage  which 
was  perfectly  audacious/^  He  objected  that  Mr.  Blaine  had  made  him  appear 
to  swear  falsely.  •*  Why,  Job,''  said  Mr.  Blaine,  •*  that's  the  very  i)oint. 
Have  you  just  got  that  through  your  head  ?  ^  The  committee-room  was 
full,  and  they  8ay  Mr.  Blaine  went  at  him  shovel  and  tongs,  and  carried 
all  before  him ;  even  the  **  Trilmne  "  says  the  Speaker  came  oft'  with  flying 
colors,  and  the  •*  Herald  "  quite  abuses  Stevenson.  George  W.  Curtis,  at 
the  Fish  dinner,  complimented  Mr.  Blaine  very  highly,  especially  upon 
shining  so  brightly  in  the  midst  of  so  much  darkness. 


From  General  Sherman : 

Washington,  Feb.  5,  1873. 

Dear  Blaine  :  Mrs.  Wood's  full  name  is  Ann  Mackall  Taylor  Wood. 
Her  habitual  signature  is  Ann  M.  Wood. 

She  heard  of  the  event  in  the  House  last  night  from  the  Hunters,  who 
were  with  you  at  Robeson's,  and  they  say  her  sense  of  gratitude  was 
beautiful,  especially  in  the  compliment  to  her  father's  memory. 

From  V,: 

Washington,  February,  1873. 

Mr.  Blaine  went  to  church  yesterday  for  the  first  time,  and  astonished 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  a  regular  attendant,  by  informing  him  he  had  not  seen 
him  out  before  this  winter. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  a  matin6e  at  Colonel  Audenried's,  saw  Mrs.  James 
Brooks,  who  is  in  great  trouble  about  her  husband  who  is  deeply  implicated 
in  Credit  Mobilier.  I  comforted  her  all  I  could ;  saw  also  General  Sherman, 
the  Bristeds,  and  many  other  ac(]uaintances  and  friends.  In  the  evening 
Mr.  Blaine  had  a  splendid  dinner.  Mr.  Evarts,  the  great  lawj-er,  Geneva 
arbitrator,  etc. ;  Horace  Clark,  Vanderbilfs  son-in-law,  a  lawyer ;  Judge 
Watts  and  his  brother,  with  whose  father  Mr.  Blaine's  father  studied  law, 
and  Horace  Maynard,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Evarts  is  a  thin,  sharp- 
featured,  keen-faced  man,  quiet  but  calm,  clear,  acute,  witty,  and  when 
the  flash  of  his  wit  is  too  bright  and  swift  for  the  popular  comprehension, 
enjoying  it  all  his  lane  or  telegraphing  across  the  table  with  his  eyes  to 
some  one  who  does  comprehend  the  additional  fun  contributed  by  the  non- 
oomprehending. 
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To  Mr.  Hlaiiio,  from  E.  A.  RoUina: 

Pnu.AnBLriiiA. 

I  ilo  not  or«dit  hftlf  the  oewa  I  «oa  in  the  newspi^ra.  more  puticnlirlT 
aiora  Uio  CrocUi  Mcililljnr  jnvntti^lion  b«giui.  Glad  you  are  all  rij::hl,  dm 
in  ftti-t  tm\y.  but  in  rt'piiiKtiuii.  You  niitdc  a  gnin-l  wiUieu  with  rKrcnno 
U>  the  lona  innd.  nnil  inwlo  gnuiil  £oo(]  pointi  <>d  s^IvTensoa.  Kvnrbiidj 
wax  IniifrliirijE  alKiut  It  tliis  w«y.  I  wish  all  our  frlnnila  won  all  rij^l  in 
(•very  way  In  tlila  niaU«r,  in  tact,  in  aubatancw,  uid  form. 

From  Mr.  Blniiio: 

Washmoton.  March  26.  ISTS. 

I  tor^  U)  toll  ytM  of  a  wry  ivinnrkalilo  n>iiii''iil«ii.<#  tiiat  luppcnnl  j«c 
n*  ynu  liift  on  Satuiilay  laat.  You  nxHiIlmt  your  (|anali<itimg  mp  t«>  iw  il 
1  reinomlicr  Mr.  Rolllni'  Mnvt  and  uunitH>r  (iriKht.  [Two  hondml  arJ 
tbirty-flvu  Fnny-»«oond  stt««l.]  As  I  inmed  from  tb«  dapot,  m  par 
tmia  waa  nilllng  out,  Tnai  Shin^uan  liandvd  to*  MMW  l«tt«T*  lu  mail 
[or  aniwcr,  and  among  Uitim  one  from  Kaatnm  ¥.xpnm  Ootaf^ty,  riNiw- 
ing  ba1»nw  with  Ui«m  to  mjr  credit,  (SU-ti,  uul  that  ww  Um  forj  *m 
\«aet  t  opi>ned.  Now,  bod  a  ooladdenoe  of  flgores  like  uaUi  tUi 
happtownl  in  any  trial  at  law,  it  would  bavn  bnon  almoat  oondmln  «f 
icullt  or  Innorooc*,  a«  tlio  vaxh  nuKht  b«i.  Tb«aa  fonuhMiB  coiiieUMM 
ijiould  niakt-  lu  very  carefvil  about  raah  ooncluriuna  baaod  on  "  alok.* 

Mont.  —  Giro  all  Ihit  duubu  la  ScfanylaT. 

From  Prt'sident  Grant  to  Mr.  Blaine : 

Uis<;  Bkakcii,  N.J..  July  ]>*.  I'^rs, 
Ml  in:*n  Mk-  Si-eakeKt  Your  favor  of  the  13th  is  at  h;tnii.  havi;; 
Ik>,'1i  r.>.-.>iv.>.l  ;i  .i;iy  cr  two  siiuv.  Il  is  noi  ]>ossibl,'  for  me  t..  an-"r^- 
.i.'liiiiivly  «s  t"  111."  liine  I  i-ati  roako  Uie  visit  to  tlie  Stile  of  .Maine  and  :■ 
\'n\.  jir.>|'i'-.-.l  U-foiv  «!■  left  \Va:ihingl..ii.  llul  I  oan  s.ay  ihai  ii  ■..: 
iii'l  Ih'  lirfoiv  111.'  'ilh  of  August,  and  that  I  will  endfavor  to  niai.,  '.:  is 
iioar  ili:ii  liiiii'  its  jMissilili',  infonuing  you  by  telegraph  the  evai-i  .ii' 
HluTL  1  -li:.ll  li-av,'  hen>  Ilie  uiom.'ilt  it  i"s  fixed  uixin.  Mv  st.iv  in  Mi."- 
will  I..'  lioiii  si\  11.  eight  days.  If.  Iiowevor,  you  and  M'r*.  iV.aiti--  hiT- 
iiiiy  vi7.i1  .■!■  tii]i  v.'U  wish  lo  uiake  llial  would  1h>  in  the  sliphte-l  Ar^n^ 
iutVilVu-.'.!  H  irb  bV  Ihi^  sehvliou  of  liuio.  I  l«'g  vou  lo  let  me  know.  A- - 
1}.,.  .Ml.  during  ihf  uu.i.ih  of  AugiLst  would  suit  me  as  a.::  t 
■Mlar  liuie,     I  ii:uue  il  Kvause  1  have  gtiest.s  invite-l  1."  mv  !>:* 
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will  be  impossible  for  Mrs.  Grant  to  go  at  all.  Mr.  Dent  has  been  failing 
for  the  last  few  days  rapidly,  the  effects  of  old  age  and  a  dropsical  ten- 
dency, and  I  do  not  believe  would  survive  Mrs.  Grant^s  absence  for  a 
week.     He  cannot  last  long  at  best. 

The  first  of  next  week  T  must  go  to  Washington  to  spend  a  couple  of 
days.  On  my  return  I  will  infonn  you  by  telegraph  about  when  I  can  go, 
if  not  prevented  by  circumstances. 

I  beg  of  you  not  to  postpone  or  abandon  any  plans  you  or  Mrs.  Blaine 
may  have  formed  for  the  summer,  on  account  of  my  proposed  visit.  If 
not  prevented  from  going  by  the  sickness  or  death  of  Mr.  Dent,  one  time 
will  suit  me  as  well  as  another,  up  to  the  middle  of  September. 

From  the  President  to  Mr.  Blaine  : 

Long  Branch,  August  7,  1873. 

On  my  return  from  Washington  I  find  your  letter  of  the  oth  inst.,  from 
which  I  infer  you  had  not  received  the  last  one  I  wrote  to  you.  In  that  I 
stated  that  unless  something  unforeseen  should  prevent,  I  would  leave  here 
on  Monday  next  for  Augusta,  Me.,  taking  the  night  train  from  New  York 
City.  My  party  will  consist  of  my  two  youngest  sons,  Nellie,  General 
Babcock,  and  myself.  My  intention  is  to  return  by  way  of  tlie  White 
Mountains,  Lake  Champlain,  and  Lake  (ieorge,  provided  I  can  get  back  by 
the  22d  inst.    There  is  nothing  now  to  prevent  my  goii^g  ^^  that  time. 

From  Harper  &  Brothers : 

New  York,  August  14,  1873. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  11th,  we  beg  leave  to  say ;  .  .  .  3d.  That 
we  also  like  Mr.  Blaine,  and  are  sorr}*  if  we  said  anytliing  (which  we 
never  did)  that  by  the  utmost  feminine  ingenuity  could  be  lntcr])reted  to  the 
contrary.  He  is  as  independent  as  any  man  we  ever  knew,  and  is  abun- 
dantly able  to  take  care  of  himself  always  and  in  all  ways.  As  your 
Western  friends  say,  we  can  safely  **go  a  blind  on  him."     (>,  si  sic  innms! 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Randall : 

Philadelphia,  September  29,  1873. 

Do  you  expecttobe  south  soon,  say  as  far  as  New  York  or  Philadcilphia? 
I  would  like  to  see  you  and  confer  as  to  some  legislation  during  next  ses- 
sion,  principally  on  a  subject  which  has  caused  much  public  expression 
during  the  recess. 

You  are  to  be  made  to  discriminate  among  the  Republican   members 

from  Pennsylvania  as  to  a  successor  to  Mr. .     ...    I  mention 

these  facts  with  no  possible  intention  to  draw  from  you  any  expression 
thereon ;   simply,  however,  to  keep  you  advised. 

My  district  is  quiet  as  to  **  Back  pay,"  and  I  apprehend  no  opposition  to 
mj  reoominatlon  by  Democratic  convention  nor  as  to  the  reelection. 
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To  Mr.  nUin*.,  from  Hnn.  W.  A.  Whuelor: 

Malone,  0«<ibi-r  21.  1873. 

I  linri*  yn\m  nf  Suth  nit.  It  is  tnio  fhnt  thoro  ha»  bMti  lui  clTnrt  inthi 
New  Vork  ilrle^tion  to  imlw-e  mo  to  wllhttniw  mj-  deK^linalinn  nf  a  ran. 
■liiluoy  for  (liu  .Speakvrfihli).  A"  ro  llio  maHrc.  «■  f nr  »  I  cnw  fatlium  ii.  k 
nrigiiiatnii  tnninly  in  Stnto  (iriili^.  with  purfanpa  an  oplnton  that  thi>  iIpIh^ 
linn  woulil,  in  the  event  of  my  olfirtlnn.  guin  nonwthion  fa  the  omuumis 
tinn  nf  llic  cflmmlttocH.  A  niunber  of  V/aten  Dion  are  also  pruning  nw 
10  bM<oni«  n  caiulld&te,  iiasi^ilng  vArloim  rounnn :  cnrh  lu  tlin  dnniinAtJun  lit 
Now  Kiiglaml  In  tinthiniilNdf  ihrCnpItol;  tbU  fou  wilt  give  the  Inwt  |>l*(a* 
on  i<oniniltltwa  ta  tlicwe  imptlcnteil  In  tli«  Credit  Mo)iill»r  nRUr,  i-tn.,  (if. 
To  nil  lli(wiiiHilictt*ti(ins  I  Imvr  but  one  rt!S|K>iu« :  "  {  will  not  suSiw ra^Mtf 
to  ba  pitted  Aj^nHt  Mr.  ItUlne  In  nny  tmniln^nt'y.*' 

Ynu  hull  my  wonl  fnr  thin  n  your  agi).  and  tlu'  MUtuta  'if  lfatit«tiaiiii  htf 
not  yet  run  upon  It.  No  mimerwhM  rumor  may  at  nny  llnio  my.  j-on  mi 
rtwt  confldiintiy  npnn  my  awmnuu-i-. 

I  am  afraid  Iho  West  will  annoy  ynii  ^rwUly  In  Ihei  moklug  up  of  tl 
cyitnmiltmn.  CrtHlit  Miibilitir  pnbi  jou  in  a  dnliunte  portion  with  ^Kf«^ 
enoe  to  Miiiin  old  frlondt.  and  ynnr  at^llon  In  r<onMtrui^ion  »f  oomiuitMi 
will  havn  a  v»ry  impiirtanl  linaring  upon  your  pulitimi  fulmvt.  Wn  an 
evidently  only  In  tlio  nuMr  circles  of  tlio  ])nlillr^i  niattbtlruiii  whit-h  in  tt 
nwnllow  uji  all  the  wiokod  pntltlniiinii,  and  no  mm,  for  i*i>nio  llm*  to  coBi% 
can  vxptut  the  public  favor  who  has  not  a  daiin  bu  politkul  axucdtj'. 

Aa  to  nommlttnnt,  my  preference  is  for  that  whfcdi  jirobably  you  eouM 

not   ;rivi'  mo  witliiiiit  embarrass il^Cliairnmn   <if  Fd'eiffn   Affairs. 

don't    wanl.    in    ;iny   I'rHitiiigfm-y,  to   liavi-   .iny  further   i 


To  Mr.  Bliiiiie.  from  It.iii.  Fen.an.lo  Wood: 


favors  I'l  :isk  ii 


Nfiw   York,  October  2i>.  ]«:;(. 

i>n.-li.s.-;isli|i  froiiili New  Y.irk  Tini.'s"  .,(  i.,-,\;y 

..■nmiiiry  aid  ,is  .^  1.,:.,,.  1  -.m  at  your  scrvi-...  hi.vin- 
Sn|.|i.wiii<;  ibiit  in  yr.ur  |«.,siii,.n  .t  favor  from  !i  jxilitl- 
li..  mor<>  drsirtibl.-  ilui.  fiv.m  oik-  wlio  might  liave 
rn.  I  iilViT  myself  ivs  :i  ptTsoiial  fricnii, 

(Hiich.wl.y 


■  has  III.,  following  cvplanation  of  hoiv  Speaker 
till'  list  of  .liiy  CiMikc  &  Co.-s  debtors  :   "  Amnn; 

^  (■■>.  an  it-^nof  soino  t:tO,0()0  from  Hon.  J.as.  (.\ 
lln.i.  .m  h..|iiirA-,  lli.al  the  amount  diU'  fmm  Mr. 
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mortgage  is  not  mature  until  1875.    The  amount  is  amply  secured  by  the 
intrinsic  value  of  the  residenoe/* 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Wood : 

Augusta,  October  31,  1873. 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  your  kind  favor  and  its 
kind  offer.  I  thank  you  none  the  less  heartily  because  I  am  not  under  the 
necessity  of  availing  myself  of  your  generous  tender  of  aid.  The  strin- 
gency in  the  money  market  pinches  me  somewhat,  but  not  beyond  my 
power  of  control. 

To  Mr.  Blaine^  from  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  bankers : 

Washington,  November  5,  1873. 

The  newspapers  are  in  some  way  misstating  your  indebtedness  to  our 
firm.  Your  principal  debt  is  for  money  loaned  you,  when  you  puix^hased 
your  house  on  Fifteenth  street  on  which  we  hold  a  mortgage  for  $33,333.33, 
last  payment  due  April  1,  1875.  Besides  this,  you  have  a  note  discounted 
for  $5,000,  amply  secured  by  Chicago  bonds  as  collateral.  You  are  also 
held  by  us  on  another  note  for  .$1,000,  which  your  good  nature  induced  you 
to  indorse,  and  which  we  shall  expect  you  to  pay,  unless  the  principal 
pays.  This  is  all.  If  we  could  realize  as  readily  on  all  our  assets  as  on 
these,  we  should  at  once  have  a  heavy  surplus  on  hand. 

From  Hon.  S.  S.  Cox  : 

New  York,  November  5,  1873. 

My  dear  Mr.  Speaker:  For  T  must  again  cultivate  the  old  prefix. 
Your  congratulation  was  the  first  to  reach  me.  I  am  sure  it  made  me  veiy 
happy.  We  have  lived  an  eventful  life  together  under  trying  circum- 
stances ;  and  to  miss  your  face  in  the  House,  and  as  its  head,  would  be  to 
miss  the  House  itself. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  serve  on  the  Ways  and  Means.  It  is  generally 
expected,  as  all  my  studies,  since  I  left  college,  have  led  me  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  economics.  .  .  .  My  majority  is  ecjual  to  my  ()pi)onents' 
vote.  I  le<l  my  ticket  largely.  With  the  assuranc^e  that  you  will  be 
Speaker,  beyond  a  peradventure,  and  with  the  wishes  for  a  happy  winter 

—  a  happier  than  last  — 

I  am,  as  ever, 

your  friend. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker : 

Augusta,  Me.,  November  12,  1873. 

I  have  very  fully  reflected  on  your  case,  and  have  come  to  the  following 
conclusions : 

First.  The  Faculty,  I  think,  were  not  logical  in  their  treatment  and  eon- 
elusioiis.     They  should  either  have  ^emitted  punishment,  or  expelled  you 
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—  (or  a  tuuMff  iihoDlilKlwky*b<i«xpell(Nl  remorwltMel;.  A  middle  conn* 
was,  I  re|Hial,  illogicjil.  Tho  coiilt-miirtjsl  Ibsl  tried  Fits  John  PuiUr 
merely  sentanccil  him  to  1»  drappMl  from  ihe  rollii.  This  wag  sbarpljr 
criticised  aX  tho  lim<<,  »8  wliolly  an  inoonslalent  v«rdict —  for,  sa  uld  Hr. 
Rwing  wnll  miid,  "  Piirtvr  uliimld  Aaiv  betn  rlatrrd  or  akot."  Somi^liing 
uuUogous  appllon  to  the  caac  of  you  lioys.  Tlie  Vale  Faiiulty,  liov,-evi>r, 
pnwoenlixi  itiipamiiily  on  tlio  (msIb  of  the  old  trill  JuMloe  wlUi  Uu?  mu 
AncuMid  of  itottling  n  hor*e  — — Nat  guittif ;  but  lion't  j/au  irvrr  do  it  affoSn' 

8«oond.  My  whole  concltuilon  In  regard  to  the  ooarso  of  you  buy*  is.  ilut 
ynii  Imiiavnl  very  fun]  ishly.  YoutriMlthe  impoxibloffMnoof  "  ninnliigwfib 
till!  hurt.' Uld  lioldingwitfa  the  hounds."  You  had  (o  proooed  by  an  tndinKliaa 
(Uld  » dwitptlon.  anil  hctux  plai^  younH^Wcs  in  an  indnfonHlblt.-  aUiuiilft 
uuij  ^t  into  trouble.  If  you  (<uuld  not  ni&kn  open  reslst»nc<!  to  thu  hai«n 
luid  Join  lN«un  wltli  Ihnni,  you  ahould  hnvn  gono  U>  ymir  ronmA.  [  vroalA 
havn  jusUflud  nil  of  you  in  gftling  tnlu  the  moat  duniwralc  light  —  onx  Oak 
would  liave  rouaod  Ui«  wholn  oollegc,  and  the  dty  too,  if  nmitl  b«  — iii»- 
RJMing  an  outm;[u  upou  a  friend  ;  but  when  yim  bud  to  rvMirl.  tn  hh  aitifin 
and  an  evasion,  and  apparently  join  the  drunken  croird  of  aniMilaote.  yon 
forfoitod  all  the  moral  ilningth  of  yonr  poaitiun  —  IHtu^  illir.  liicAiynur. 

I  am  glai)  to  hear  that  you  are  atndying  well,  and  If  the  t'lu-ulty  shmnld 
keop  you  out  nix  luuntlm,  you  protubly  will  not  bv  tha  io^vr  in  yuur 
ttturilea.     I  have  groat  fUth  In  giMtl  lutorxng. 

From  Mr.  BlAine: 

AcsnSTA,  November  13,  1879. 
Suspi-nsLiin  is  iilivays  a  silly  punishment:  The  idle  boy  likes  it,  the 
iii.bislni>ii>i.  aiiiliiticiiis  liny  nuiy  ii».  groiilly  iiijure<l  by  it.  It  always  seemi-d 
ti>  mr  jiisi  ;is  iiliMiivii  iH  ii>  punlah  a  suldit-r  for  misconduct,  by  depriving 
liiiii  »f  llie  t)]>]Hii-tutiiIy  to  drill.  All  oflenden  in  a  eollufre,  short  of  Ihosv 
n:i|iLinii;;  e\[>iiUiiiii,  i-aii  bu  puni.slied  in  an  exemplary  manner  bv  ui:mv 
lilUe  ilrprivutions  i>f  priviloK«.  "'hich  the  student  would  keenly  fei'l.  I 
Uiltik  Uii-  I.IHH  are  di'iii<;  wi-ll  :tl  Hartford.  I  agree  with  you  fully  in  ir- 
■::i\->{  lo  the  iiie\|ieilieiiey  ol"  having  a  controversy  with  the   Faculty.     Ul 


T«  -Mr.  IMiiiue,  ffoin  (ietu-i-.il  Citrfield: 

Washinoton-,  December  5,  1873. 
You  ;ii-e  rto  rTi>wile<l  willi  calls  and  vexations,   that  I  ivill   write  a  fon 
■ortis  in  Hdilitii>ii  to  Ihf  suggestions  I  made  yesterday. 

My  .■olle;i!;ue.  Mr.  Monroe,  is,  as  1  told  you.  specially  desirtius  of  bein:: 
i;ide  i)i;,iiiii;ui  of  some  I'omniittee.  su.h  as  Pensions,  Kducation  and  1.»Ut. 
e  of  siuiibir  graile.  and  if  it  is  at  all  possible  I   hope  jc 
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generally  acceptable  to  the  people  if  he  were  given  a  committee.  Mr. 
Monroe  is  warmly  my  friend,  and  it  would  gratify  me  very  much  if  you 
can  do  what  is  here  suggested. 

Several  other  suggestions  have  been  made  and  written  to  me  which  1 
will  not  weary  you  with,  but  I  enclose  a  note  or  two  for  your  consideration. 
I  will  also  mention  that  W.  H.  Stone,  a  Democrat  of  St.  Louis,  is  anxious 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  I  have  been  unwilling 
to  bore  you  in  reference  to  these  things,  but  couldn^  avoid  it.  Let  me  say, 
in  conclusion,  that  I  hope  there  will  be  cultivated  between  those  of  us  who 
have  borne  the  storms  of  the  last  ten  years  such  a  close  intimacy,  and 
working  together  for  the  sake  of  comradeship  and  the  general  good,  that 
we  may  aid  each  other  in  many  ways. 

I  will  not  close  without  assuring  you  that  those  of  us  who  have  been 
the  special  objects  of  assault  during  the  last  year  appreciate  more  highly 
than  you  know  of  the  courage  and  manliness  with  which  you  stand  by 
them.     I  am  sure  you  will  never  have  occasion  to  regret  it. 


L 


aioasAPur  of  jamss  i 


xm. 

FROM  THE  SPEAKERSHIJ'  TO  THE   SENATE. 

TN  accepting  his  seventh  anunimotw  nomination  in  1874  M 
-'-  repretiontntivc  to  Congress.  Mr.  lUaine  was  able  t*i  coo- 
grstulau)  his  ooiistitnenU  ttmt  tlie  unrrency  qnestion,  at 
onv  time  tlireatenin^  to  divide  ])artie»,  and,  which  would  b«  fir 
more  serious,  to  dividi'  sections,  was  "  in  process  of  n  hw^ipj 
adjustment,  partly  by  wise  and  temperate  enactment,  jHUued 
by  a  largo  mnjority  in  both  briinohus  of  Congrtws  and  n}tprov«d 
by  the  President,  but  in  a  far  greal«r  de^jrue  by  the  opt;ratio&^ 
t)f  causes  more  powerful  than  any  le^tlation  ohii  Ijo."  ThS' 
old  questionH  of  protuctiuii  and  free  trade  were  still  before  tha 
people,  especially  in  Maine,  in  their  extreme  fonn.  Canadr 
was  (ryinjj  In  ncijotiidc  ii  rr<'iprocity  treaty  with  mir  govern-  ^ 
iiieiit  in  wliiili,  an  Mr,  Hlaine  jHiinted  out,  the  reciprocity  wss, 
like  lliiit  of  its  jiri'dpct-asoi-,  all  on  one  side.  The  treaty  whirh 
wnn  terriiiiuitcd  in  1!S6(>  intliL-tt-d  ni>on  Maine  "during  the 
clcvf^n  yciirs  of  its  existence,  u.  loss  of  lifty  millions  of  dollars. 
It  prfsfiih'd  llio  anomaly  of  givinjj  to  the  Canadians  the  control 
ill  our  iiwn  markets  <if  certain  leading  articles,  on  terms  f;ir 
ninri;  favorable  than  om-  own  peo]de  bad  ever  enjoyed.  Tlie 
ntniost  Mtrcleli  of  tlif  Divine  ctHiniiand  is  to  love  our  neighbor 
iis  onrselves,  ami  I  can  ccitaiiily  see  nothing  in  personal  duty 
or  public  policy  wliich  slionld  lead  us  to  prefer  our  Canadian 
ncii^hlmrs  tn  onr  own  people. 

"The  treaty  of  reei])roeity  Tinw  proposed  is  understood  fn 
inelndr-  the  adinLssion  nf  Canadian  vessels  to  free  American 
rey;is1ry.  ami  the  full  eiijoyment  of  our  coasting  and  lake  triixk. 
Tims,  the  slii  i>-l  mild  ill  jj  and  conimereial  interests  of  the  rnili'il 
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very  power  that  inflicted  the  previous  injury.  ...  To 
illustrate :  If  the  United  States  will  agree  to  admit  Canadian 
vessels  to  American  registry  and  the  coasting-trade,  Canada 
will  admit  straw  hats,  mule  harness,  and  rat-traps  free  of  duty. 
.  .  .  Let  us  simply  place  Canada  on  the  same  basis  with 
other  foreign  countries,  —  taxing  her  products,  or  admitting 
them  free,  according  to  our  own  judgment  of  the  interest  of 
our  own  revenue,  and  the  pursuits  and  needs  of  our  own  i>eople, 
—  always  bearing  in  mind  that  in  governmental  as  in  family 
matters,  '  charity  begins  at  home,'  and  that  '  he  who  pro- 
videth  not  for  those  of  his  own  house  is  worse  than  an 
infidel.' " 

Even  more  important  than  the  protection  of  manufactures  Mr. 
Blaine  considered  the  protection  of  United  States  citizenship, 
and  urged  in  his  public  addresses  that  it  was  required  by  every 
principle  on  which  the  Republican  party  had  been  formed  and 
sustained,  and  for  which  the  war  had  been  waged.  "  The 
strength  of  a  column  is  the  strength  of  its  weakest  part,  and 
the  strength  of  government  protection  to  citizenship  is  not  that 
which  goes  out  to  the  wealthy  and  the  influential,  to  the  strong 
and  the  mighty,  but  it  is  that  which  protects  and  upholds  the 
lowly,  the  poor,  and  the  weak." 

Another  address  called  attention  to  a  fact  of  wide  and  great 
importance,  but  almost,  if  not  altogether,  unnoticed.  Mr. 
Blaine  had  been  invited  to  speak,  incidentally,  to  the  Northern 
Wisconsin  Agiicultural  and  Mechanical  Association  at  their 
annual  fair  in  Oshkosh.  He  had  accepted,  but  learned  shortly 
before  the  designated  day  that,  without  consulting  him,  the 
association  had  made  him  the  chief  speaker.  He  therefore 
prefaced  his  address  with  the  apology :  '*  If  this  large  audience 
shall  feel  disappointed  with  the  result,  they  must  not  lay  the 
charge  at  my  door,  but  hold  the  officers  of  the  association  re- 
sponsible in  such  exemplary  damages  as  a  good  Wisconsin  sense 
of  justice  may  impose. 

**  I  believe,  by  modern  usage,  an  address  before  an  agricul- 
tural society  is  expected  to  leave  agriculture  severely  alone ; 
on  the  very  sound  and  sensible  presumption  that  the  audi- 
ence have  more  knowledge  on  that  subject  than  the  speaker 
is  likely  to  possess.     In  my  own  case,  certainly,  I  am  ready 


WyWmrf  l^trr 


-I  v^ ;-.  :.  ■:'  :ttti  with  M^ikik.  tbev  may 
i!.-:  irfeasirc  'in  i-ur  (lan.  for  tJiev 
•  —--:.:. i.  ■..  .ur  rational  fxUltiioe  and  in- 
:.  _•  'i  :  riiAkrS  tt*  no  t-xi-ej-tinn  lo  che 
■■-:.  i  »•.-,  :.  ■w-rv-rr  uuaroitlAhie  in  our  case. 
■  ;;.■>-.  t  ...\i;>.f  of  uiir  national  Imnlen.  (^ur 
■.-.■■'i:.-:^-  t.— Uy  is  iwenty-oue  hundred  iimi 
1  .;j.-^  (*2.14'"."':"U.".»'"):  and  of  this  great 
'.■.■■j.>  '  !»>4.'NHUN»)  ijiven  towards  the  i-oii- 
.aii  tM  til.-  P.tcilic  is  all  that  was  incui-red  for 
ii-  11  iii.iimier  was  esjiended  in  the  long  and 
ji:,'  siniggl'-  in  which  secesi^ion  \r.is  rcsbted 
in  wiiiiii  wi-  won  the  privilege  of  continuing 
.-I  Suii.-s  of  Anit-riea. 
!ij  tilt-  LiiitionAl  debt,  whatever  vain  regrets 
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apparently  forecast  as  part  of  the  great  experience  of  bitterness 
and  of  blood  through  which  it  was  our  destiny  as  a  nation  to 
pass,  and  that  out  of  its  sorrowful  depths  we  have  emerged  a  re- 
generated people,  doing  justice  to  a  race  long  oj)presaed,  educat- 
ing ourselves  to  higher  standards  of  liberty  and  of  law,  and  having 
our  feet  henceforth  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  Gospel  of 
Peace. 

"  Leaving  the  consideration  of  our  national  debt  as  an  o])liga- 
tion  not  within  our  discretion,  except  as  to  the  best  and  most 
honorable  means  of  reducing  and  discharging  it,  I  invite  your 
attention  to  those  less  observed,  but  even  more  burdensome, 
forms  of  obligation  contracted  by  States,  counties,  cities,  and 
smaller  municipalities,  and  contracted  oftentimes,  I  may  add, 
with  an  extravagance  and  prodigality  that  seem  to  invite 
calamity." 

He  then  gave  a  startling  array  of  figures,  all  the  more  im- 
pressive for  being  entirely  apart  from  politics,  showing  not 
only  the  alarming  increase  of  debt,  but  the  recklessness  with 
which  it  was  created,  and  the  extravagance  by  which  it  was 
attended.  "  I  venture  the  assertion,  based  on  careful  scrutiny 
of  the  facte,  that,  taking  the  aggregate  of  State  debts  as  they 
stand  to-day,  there  has  not  been  realized  on  the  average  fifty 
cents  permanent  value  for  each  dollar  raised  and  exj)en(led." 
He  ended  by  suggesting  for  the  defence  of  the  j)eople  against 
themselves  more  stringent  restriction  of  the  power  of  Slate 
legislation  to  incur  debts,  and  a  more  careful  definition  of  the 
precise  ends  for  which  municipal  credit  should  l)e  used,  together 
with  some  adequate  safeguard  against  the  overlai)ping  of 
municipal  and  county  debts,  so  that  the  smaller  organization 
should  not  find  itself  involved  in  the  embairassments  of  the 
larger ;  quoting  as  a  safe  governing  jmnciple  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Jefferson :  "  Never  borrow  a  dollar  without  laying  a  tax  at  the 
same  instant  for  paying  the  interest  annually,  and  the  princii)al 
within  a  given  term ;  and  consider  that  tax  as  pledged  to  the 
creditors  on  the  public  faith." 

It  was  not  flattering  to  the  sagacity  of  self-governing  people, 
who  love  to  rebuke  the  extravagances  of  their  national  Con- 
gress, but  are  not  given  to  accusing  themselves  of  far  greater 
extravagance*     It  was,  however,  a  timely  and  necessary  warning. 
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aiid  arrertUid  puiieml  wtU'^ntion  at  lionte,  whU«  in  EDgland  iu 
iiiforiOBtioii  rugnrding  our  fituatittn  taid  renources  was  nsisA  hj 
|mbli(!  s]icakt!ra  wiUi  mitrkud  i;ITb<;{. 

Olio  of  Uie  ititt^retil'ing  iiiriilmitM  uf  tlit^  winter  of  1874-75,  in^ 
)>ortant  in  thti  light  of  siilieequf^nt  eventH,  wun  tlie  {ii«M:Hc^io 
WaKliiiigtuii  uf  Kiilaknuiii  king  uf  tlii;  llnwiiiinti  islands.  On 
tiie  18tli  of  DeceioU-r  lie  wiw  rouoived  hy  the  Hoiutv  of  llfpn' 
eonUitiveii.  Exported  ity  Senator  Cameron  of  l*enD8ylvHma,«nil 
KoprcMuikluUvu  Orlh  of  IndiaiiH,  ho  mitvrvtl  tlia  hiU)  and  Utok  '. 
hiit  jKitsitioii  ill  lhi>  ri^ntre  aitilo  fronting  the  SjiuHkcr.  who 
welcomed  lum  on  liehalf  of  tlie  American  Congress,  t^tn^ili*- 
mziiig  thu  viiiil  »h  "thv  tirot  inHUncu  in  which  a  reignii^ 
Hovereigii  lias  sut  foot  u]>on  the  Miil  of  Uie  United  St)it4»4.  and  it 
is  a  significiint  cirrunnilanco  that  Ihv  visit  comes  to  iw  fron 
Uie  West,  and  uol  fmni  the  KKnt."  With  a  few  words  at 
jmivonal  cnurtesy  and  compliment,  the  S}ieakt'r  assured  hil 
majesty  that  '-  our  whole  people  cherish  for  your  snhjevia 
thu  inust  friendly  n^gard.  They  Inisl  and  licliuvu  tliat  the 
tvlationa  of  the  two  countjitw  will  always  be  a.-«  |>oac4!ful 
as  the  grunt  ttea  Uiat  rolls  between  us  —  ututitig  and  not 
dividing."  * 

riiief-Jiistice  AHiii.  of  Ilawidi,  —  und  Maine,  —  read  tk 
kiiij^'s  I'fjply  "f  j;r.iri*fiil  LU-kiLiiwIcdgiuciit  that  '*  for  any  snooess 
in  f^iivftiiiiiciil,  and  for  our  piofji-cisw  in  ii  higher  (.■ivilizatioii,  we 
air  v<-iy  iiiiiili  iudrliti-il  In  llic  novi-rninent  and  jHJOple  of  tliis 
giTat  i-outLtry.  Voiii'  laws  and  yiiiir  riviliKiition  have  been  in  a 
grrat  d('j;i-ee  our  luudi'l."  'Hio  Speaker  llien  left  the  chair  for 
a  niun^  pci-sonal  i,'i'fcting  to  tlie  king,  before  lie  withdrew  with 

Tlie  I'lciiiniis  of  1H74  giuc  tlie  House  of  Representatives  to 
ili((  HiMiiiiiralii'.  parly  for  tlie  tii-st  time  sinee  the  Uebeilion. 
Natnially  many  llepuliliraiis  wen-  gn-atly  alarmed  at  seeing  tlie 
lialaiii^e  i<f  |H>wer  alxnit  to  jia-ss  into  tiie  liaiidu  uf  tlieir  opjio- 
iienls.  so  lately  armed  foes  of  the  eouiilry.  Many  meniliers  of 
tlie  liniisi- i.f  lirjiiesenialives  liad  Irtjeii  in  the  rebel  ninks,— 
sofivniil  liy  linir  into  " confederate"  iiiuks.  The  Republican 
]iaity,  vviiliiiiit  i-leaviiii,'  iiit'i  distinct  factions,  gravitat<;d  in  two 
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7  through  the  machinery  already  provided.  The  administra- 
ti  led  iu  the  first  direction  the  radical  element.  Mr.  Blaine 
s  universally  recognized  as  head  of  the  more  conservative 
ces.  The  presidential  election  of  1876  was  near  enough  to 
an  estimated,  if  not  always  a  percei)tible  motive.  Desire  for 
hird  election  to  the  presidency  wiis  attributed  to  President 
ant.  Denial  was  hardly  possible  to  him,  and  his  most 
imate  friends  advocated  '*  a  third  term."  Bv  common  con- 
it  Mr.  Blaine  was  counted  as  the  rival  candidate,  whether 
would  or  not,  and  he  certainly  gave  no  sign  that  he  would 
b.  He  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  thoroughly  veraed  not  only 
historical  but  in  practical  politics  —  a  phi-ase  not  less  weighty 
•  being  warped  into  a  petty  and  corrupt  interpretation.  The 
jal  policy  of  this  great  nation  was  already  shaping  iteelf,  in 
i  ardent  thought,  towards  new  advances  in  national  power, 
\  individual  prosperity  and  happiness.  lie  had  no  misgiving 
to  the  correctness  of  his  judgment  on  those  points,  or  his 
llity  to  guide  the  country  along  the  course  which  he  deemed 
true  and  high  destiny.  He  was  always  eager  to  use  the  one 
furtherance  of  the  other.  It  was  not  timely  or  necessary  for 
n  to  avow,  but  he  did  not  disavow,  the  candidacy.  He  had  a 
1  sense  of  the  greatness  of  the  position,  a  greatness  not  to 
minimized  by  unworthy  seeking,  or  by  insincere  pretence  of 
b  seeking.  He  had  a  strong  sense  of  its  influence,  a  solemn 
ise  of  its  responsibility.  He  accepted  the  opportunity,  and 
uld  have  accepted  the  presidency  with  all  his  heart  and  soul, 
th  all  his  mind  and  strength.  But  he  did  not  and  could  not 
what  many  both  in  his  own  party  and  in  the  opposition 
jhed  him  to  do,  —  withdraw  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
es  that  he  might  avoid  embarrassing  complications.  When  the 
i-third  term  resolution  was  put  to  vote  in  the  House  early  in 
\  winter  of  1875-76,  he  was  quite  willing  to  absent  himself  and 
et  the  not  ill-humored  raillery  of  having  made  public  procla- 
tion  of  his  candidacy,  rather  than  cast  a  vote  which  seemed 
reflect  so  directly  on  the  President.  But  he  was  not  willing 
relinquish  his  work  and  retire  from  his  post  rather  than  run 
risk  of  such  complications.  He  would  not  exchange  a 
sent  certain  opportunity  for  a  future  which  was  only 
sibility. 
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8«ver(il  of  the  SouLIhtii  StAtvK  were  in  a  v«ry  im«cttl«d  co» 
dition.  ArkanaaH  wan  agitaliHl  alnioHt  to  the  point  o(  tht 
bayonet  by  internal  political  conflict.  Tlie  Louisiana  el«- 
tioii  troubles  were  Ht  culmiiintion.  Mr.  Kt^Ilogg  and  Mr. 
McKnvry  wre  Uith  cliuining  th«  gtivfirnorsbip  of  the  State., 
Ueliind  the  one  were  the  returning  bnanl,  the  atlniinistratioiT. 
und  thv  uriny ;  the  oIIkt  bnsi'il  his  title  on  the  [tupiilar  vote. 
Tbv  ftilminiittration  party  ruaiiiMined  ihnt  the  hon««t 
was  piT-vented  by  intimidation,  and  must  be  secured  hf 
fedorol  iiitorposilion.  The  aiiti^ulmiuiistnitioiuHtM  mHiiilAiniit, 
on  the  ctiiitrary,  tliAt  I^rfiuiKianH  vote«,  returned  mt  {kiIIikI  nnder 
the  State  govei-nment  superviainn,  aide«l  by  Dnited  StaUB 
supervtHoiviind  Lhiited  SmUm  tru<i[)ei,guVB  Uie  State  Legislati 
to  CMnitervittiv(»<;  that  a  returning  Umrd  of  iwven  inun,  none  (if 
tbem  ritizenn  of  LotiisiatuL,  wiw  called  as  a  board  of  arbitratm 
to  dotermiue  who  were  the  men  olionen  by  the  i>eople  of  tint 
Slate  to  represent  them  in  their  own  Ijegijilatiire  ;  that  ihi 
ttiniiug  Ixwird  had  rejected  the  governor  iilioBen  by  the  jieojile^ 
and  had  itisUllul  in  the  Ijegislaturu  Uepublieuna  who  Iiad  never 
evi-n  made  a  iionteat  for  seals,  and  that  them  had  Immu  kept  in  \»J 
rKdeml  baynneta.  The  State  Ilontis  was  guarded  and  cnnwrvt 
tivi;  l(';;isliil(irs  were  fjfct4'il  by  federal  troops.  Such  a  stateof 
tliiiiL,'s  iciL  )i';irs  iiflcr  the  war  wan  over  eould  but  be  eminently 
nnsiUiHfiictiirv.  'I'lie  North  ii<)  mure  liked  Ut  see,  than  the  South 
111  li:rl,  liiiti-il  Stales  soldiers  entering  a  eapitid,  and  turning 
nuL  iiieiiiliei's  of  the  l-c;;is!;itiire.  The  aggrieved  State  niaiiH 
laiueil  thill  slie  ri's]ieettHl  llie  Natiimiil  gnveninient,  but  detested 
till-  Stale  irovi'iiinieiil  as  frauduleTit.  The  President's  op|H)nentS 
insisli'il  tliiiL  it  was  tlie  result,  of  his  olHcious  and  unconstitu- 
tional iiitriinriidliiii,'.  The  nidleid  wing  of  liis  supporters 
alliniii-il  thai  ll  was  ilue  to  the  rebellious  s]>irit  yet  rampant  in 
tlif  Soulli.  The  I'onscrviitive  wing  sought  to  compose  the 
ililTnenies  and  l>rnij^  ahout  a  better  feeling  and  condition, 
witltnut  anta^^'oni/.insj  llie  I'resiilent,  or  widening  the  party  dis- 
allVclinii.     (If  tliesc  Mr.  lilaiiie  Wius  chief. 

A    euniproinist!  was  elTecteil.       A   committee  was   appointed 
hy    ilic   Sjjoaker    of    the     Jlonse,    whose    decision     Louisiiina 
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errors  of  the  Republican  enrolling  board  should  be  corrected, 
and  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  given  to  the 
Democrats. 

Some  of  the  spring  elections  were  made  to  turn  virtually  on 
the  third-term  question,  as  involving  the  President's  vindica- 
tion. New  Hampshire  came  out  strongly  against  third  term, 
and  won.  In  Connecticut  the  Republican  platform  contained 
a  full  approval  of  the  administration,  and  lost.  Mr.  Blaine  was 
reproached  on  the  one  side  for  giving,  in  his  Connecticut 
speeches,  an  apology  for  the  President  rather  than  cordial  suj)- 
port ;  and  on  the  other  side  for  giving,  if  not  justification,  at 
least  an  apology  for  the  President.  Against  complaint  of  sec- 
tionalism he  declared  broadly  and  definitely  that  the  sectional 
question  would  not  cease  until  the  Union  was  everywhere 
respected,  the  majesty  of  the  law  everywhere  recognized  ;  until 
the  rights  of  the  humblest  were  everywhere  conceded,  and 
freedom  of  speech  was  nowhere  denied;  until  Wendell  Phillips 
and  General  Logan  could  speak  as  freely  in  Georgia  as  Gordon 
and  Lamar  in  New  Hampshire;  until  every  man  entitled  to 
suffrage  was  freely  accorded  the  privilege  of  voting.  He  also 
took  occasion  to  say  that  before  the  report  of  the  House 
Committee  had  been  received,  the  President  had  wisely  and 
necessarily  reached  its  conclusion,  which  was  the  only  practi- 
cable adjustment.  Any  other  would  have  involved  wrong  on 
one  hand,  anarchy  on  the  other. 

But  he  declared  as  definitely  that  he  had  no  faith  in  any 
special  form  of  additional  coercive  legislation.  He  believed 
that  legislation  had  gone  as  far  as  was  i)rudent  or  promis- 
ing. He  thought  the  time  had  come  for  reliance  on  other  forces. 
He  could  not  advise  or  consent  to  any  interference  with  an 
existing  State  government  except  under  the  express  terms  of 
the  Constitution  and  under  an  exigency  so  pressing  as  to  in- 
volve the  public  safety.  "  What  is  wanted  is  not  more  lau\  hut 
a  better  public  opinion^ 

Both  sides  agreed  that  he  was  right  in  appealing  to  the  gen- 
eral feeling  that  the  Democrats  could  not  be  trusted,  and  the 
most  radical  began  to  observe  and  remark  with  approval  that 
Mr.  Blaine  had  not  condemned  outside,  but  had  labored  within 
the  party  to  correct  mistakes  and  to  prevent  their  repetition. 
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The  Civi]  Rights  bill,  chamctorized  hy  it«  opponents  t»  > 
bill  to  Abolish  llio  color  lino  and  the  Fcdfml  Elections  l>ill.  hf 
corrt-sponding  authority  chitrftcfemed  a«  "the  force  bill."  and 
"  a  IhU  to  fiu:ilitat«  executive  int«rferent!e  with  elections."  were 
l>efore  Congress  tuid  wvro  discussed  with  i^ent  and  wartD  ilh 
terest.  The  Repuhlicaii  party  was  (uusiiig  from  power  in  U» 
Hduae,  and  the  more  radical  KeptiblicanH  deemed  the  pnHCtiairot 
of  thotte  bills  sufficiently  important  to  justify  dnistic  metwures. 
They  iuKistcd  tluit  tho  Sjienker  itlKHild  refuse  to  recognize  iha 
Democrats  making  dilatory  rioUouh,  and  should  recognize  uidj 
the  UepublictuiB  who  were  in  charge  uf  tlio  bilhi.  Mr.  HUine 
maiiitMiiiud  that  the  dilatory  mntions  were  jwrfeotly  in  acoord- 
MiiCH  with  tliu  rules  of  the  Iloutte,  and  no  choice  wan  left  him 
hut  to  recognize  their  movera. 

Tho  object  aimed  at  in  both  billn,  Mr.  Blaine  dcsirvd  and  sotigbt). 
hut  hu  did  not  think  it  attainablo  in  the  prcHcribt^d  direction. 
He  believed  that  tho  two  hills  were  an  attempt  to  aocomjihah 
hy  legislatidii  what  legi»latiori  can  never  aocoinpliKh.  Clearif 
Keying  the  gi'eat  wrongs  nf  tlie  freedman  at  the  hands  of  Sontlh 
em  prejudice  and  pride,  ho  saw  eus  dearly  that  no  great  advai)', 
tAgu  is  til  be  gained  by  legislating  against  human  pride  and 
|)tvjndiie.  Alwiiys  nnts|Miken  for  a  free  and  pure  ballot  as 
essentiiil  In  tlie  life  of  a  rc]>uhlic,  he  had  a  historic  patience, 
could  luiikc  iiildWiiucc,  and  stn)ve  to  introduce  other  and  varied 
interests  nf  liusiriews  ;iTid  patnotiani  that  should  divert  the 
thiiuirlit  <>r  the  Sciutli  from  sectional  matters  and  enlist  its  own 
linani.'ial  [irns|ii'ii(y  iuid  luiitcriiil  i)rogres8  in  the  cause  of  human 
lights,  tlms  (liviiiiTig  tlie  "sulid  South  "  on  non-jiolitical  issues, 
milking  tlic  cnliiivd  veto  valuable  and  to  he  sought  by  each 
piirly,  nitlicr  lli;in  worthless  liccause  abhorred  by  both.  To 
hiiu  it  sceiiii'd  tluit  we  wei-e  in  danger  of  losing  a  practical 
adv-ince,  certilicd  by  the  logic  of  statisticji  and  the  testinioiiv 
iif  un|>rcjudiced  (ibserveiii,  fur  a  sentimental  advantage  that 
uiiiliiiibti'dly  showed  licttor  on  |>aper  and  rang  out  better  in 
uiatoiiiiil  rhetoric  and  even  syllogism,  but  left  both  wliite 
ami  l.lack  lit  the  South  waging  their  unequal  and  profitless 
Will-.  —  iHTUuse  the  fi-ietion  of  humanity  must  ahva3-8  be  allowed 
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editors  were  designing  to  form  a  party  by  joining  the  hard- 
money  Democrats,  with  Speaker  Blaine  for  a  candidate,  "  be- 
cause he  was  more  popular  with  the  Democrats  than  any  otlier 
Republican;"  and  again  in  the  winter  of  1874-75  a  section 
of  the  Republican  party  that  was  impatient  of  slow  processes 
undertook  to  form  a  new  party,  and  endeavored  to  secure  the 
alliance  of  Mr.  Blaine.  His  unsurpassed  power  as  a  popular 
leader  was  everywhere  recognized  and  acknowledged,  and  it 
was  equally  manifest  that  in  principle  he  was  steadfast,  un- 
movable  —  antagonizing  Republicans  with  promptness  and  effect, 
whenever  necessary  in  the  interests  of  good  government.  If 
his  cooperation  could  l>e  secured,  it  was  believed  that  the  i>eople 
would  follow ;  that  the  new  party  would  immediately  fonn  and 
move  without  halt  in  the  right  direction. 

The  disaffected  Republicans  assembled  in  force  in  Washing- 
ton and  made  direct  overtures  to  Mr.  Blaine  in  his  own  house. 
He  received  them  with  his  usual  light-hearted  cordiality  and 
hospitiility,  conducted  what  could  hardly  he  called  the  negotia- 
tions with  abundance  of  argument  enlivened  with  much  illus- 
tration and  anecdote  ;  but  his  opinion  could  not  be  changed  or 
his  course  in  the  least  degree  influenced.  He  never  for  one 
moment  countenanced  a  secession  from  the  Republican  party. 
What  the  "  Independents "  could  not  understand  was  the 
principle  upon  which  Mr.  Blaine  assented  and  dissented. 
That  on  one  and  another  point  he  should  resist  his  party  to 
the  utmost,  yet  refuse  to  abandon  it  altogether,  was  to  them 
strangely  inexplicable.  He  wjus  fii'st  and  last  in  demanding  a 
free  vote  and  a  fair  count,  and  yet  he  had  constantly,  stublM)rnly, 
and  effectually,  though  quietly,  opposed  the  "  force  bill "  with 
its  extreme  and  dangerous  power  of  suspending  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  and  using  the  army  in  the  suppression  of  vio- 
lence, without  reference  to  the  State  authorities.  He  had  cor- 
dially advocated  Grant's  reelection,  yet  was  well  known  to  1x3 
firmly  opposed  to  the  third  term.  The  direct  road  may  not  be 
wholly  in  sight  from  every  point  upon  it,  but  it  is  none  the  less 
the  direct  road.  What  seemed  to  uncomprehending  ol)servers, 
or  what  insincere  observers  chose  to  characterize  as  tingiver- 
sation,  or  caprice,  pv  timidity,  was  the  instantaneous  and 
instinctive  application  of  unchanged  and  unchanging  principle. 
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Mr.  Blaiiie,  moreover,  did  not  Iielieve  tlwt  pnrtitM  are  era 
foniittd  nil  Monlinddo'a  theory  of  tlie  coiwtruction  o£  langita^ 
iiy  a  oompaDy  of  leiiniod  men  aMKCiiibled  for  the  jiui-pose.  Purtits 
form  tlieiiwelvus  anil  whirl  up  their  own  leaders  m  IImj  utorm. 
The  Roi>ul)li<;«ii  jiartyhad  not  outlived  itH  iisofulnBiw.  He  held 
it  to  lie  »i>und  at  the  heart  — occasionally  mid  incidentally  wroog» 
Huhstantially  right.  Iw  organirjition,  traditions,  principles,  wen 
t«H>  vuliiabW  to  Vw  thi'own  amde.  He  foresaw  lii«  own  deputt- 
tion  from  the  siwakerehip,  not  tmly  with  tnumnillity,  hnt  wiA 
ahunthint  lioiw  of  ^rt^tt^r  opportuiuty ;  of  ])uttiug  liiH  liaiii' 
more  diroetly  to  the  helm  and  headiug  the  nolilv  tihiji  nioa 
surely  on  her  true  couiite.  He  felt  no  need  of  a  new  {tarty,  and 
ttaw  no  hojtu  in  leaving  the  old  party. 

Tlia  4lli  of  Mari-h  eanie,  and  he  relinquished  tliu  ehair  aiuid 
the  wiiriiHiHt  exprossiotu  of  peraoiial  regret  and  regard,  not  oiiij 
from  Ids  own  itartiwins,  but  from  his  comrades  in  the  opp* 
siUou.  "As  a  work  of  art,"  aays  an  uiiemollonttl  «yc-wi; 
'^  hiH  apeech  was  perfect,  but  no  one  who  reads  it  can  appreciate 
ita  effei^t  lu  it  was  delivered  to  the  va*t  throng.  The  deep  feel- 
ing which  was  apparent  in  every  word  aud  sentence  aruiued 
inrres]i"tnliii[;  «yiniiiithy.  iirid  when  he  closeil.  threw  down  thf 
i,Mvcl  ^iiiii  l.'fl  llic  rliitir.  ni>  such  scene  has  Imen  witiiessediu 
iliL'  Ih.usr  U  UiL'  ol.ic.Hl  hiihilni-  i.f  the  Cupitol." 

k  «;is  ilif  lifirinniiLi,'  of  iiur  cciiteiiniiil  yeaifi,  and  he  took au 
iiiti'ifslcii  |iart  ill  (hi-  ('oni'onl  unit  l.exiiiffton  oelebnilions. 
whosi.  iMtiiniiMii  ci.iild  iKi  oKin-  1m-  uhilled  by  the  April's  un- 
(ini.-lv  lirirr  ci.lii  ili;iti  cnulil  tliL-  iiiilHotism  of  our  fathers  b« 
witliri.a  l.y  i1k-  iinlitiL.-ly   Ii.mI   <.f  its    predecessor  one  hundred 

III  <  Ii'ImIh'I'.  witli  a  small  party  of  friends,  he  paid  a  vaentian 
vi^ii  nt  ,1  vv.'.-k  nr  til. lie  (o  our  Itritish  rieij^hbors  in  the  Provinces, 
imiiluN-  :ill  ;il,,n-  til.-  way.  l!iroii.i,'h  Si.  .lohn  to  Halifax,  inspect- 
ing'I  he  CilM.li-l.  -  now  l.nt  a  pli-asaut  international  jest, —  and  the 
heantiliil  "ltelh-ri.].hon,"itsi.cacernl  as  a  white-winged  bird,  lail 
lie  jest  into  a  sombre  fact;  iriterohangins 
i'lnxiiicia!   authorities,  and    buildiuff  wiili 
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minority  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  with  the  Democrats  naturally 
exulting  in  their  new  and  novel  majority. 

And  in  one  day  the  tide  had  turned,  and  the  majority,  sur- 
prised and  sobered,  found  themselves  swept  on  and  swept  under 
to  a  familiar  but  unwelcome  sul)ordinacy. 

The  occasion  was  a  quiet  little  Democratic  attempt  to  un- 
settle the  Louisiana  settlement.  The  members  elected  to  tlie 
House  from  Louisiana  presented  themselves  for  admission. 
The  greater  number  of  them  held  certificates  from  both  Kellogg 
and  McEnery ;  one  held  a  certificate  from  Kellogg  alone  and 
had  no  competitor.  These  were  at  once  admitted.  One, 
Frank  Morey,  had  a  certificate  from  Governor  Kellogg,  but  had 
a  competitor  whose  certificate  was  signed  by  McEnery.  Hon. 
Fernando  Wood  moved  that  these  contesting  applications 
should  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Elections  for  decision  — 
thereby  silently  assuming  that  the  governorship  was  still  in 
question.  But  this  apparently  harmless  arrangement  was  upset 
by  Mr.  Blaine  the  moment  it  was  launched,  with  the  declara- 
tion that  McEnery  had  no  more  claim  to  be  considered 
governor  of  Louisiana  than  had  Mr.  Wood  to  be  governor  of 
New  York ;  and,  ably  supported  by  Wheeler,  of  New  York, 
who  had  been  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Louisiana 
Affairs,  against  the  gentle  Lamar  and  the  witty  Cox  and  all 
other  comers,  he  proceeded  to  wrest  victory  from  the  jaws  of 
defeat,  till  Speaker  Kerr  sent  down  to  his  friends  on  the  floor 
the  word  of  advice  for  withdrawal,  and  the  experienced  Mr. 
Holman  led  the  perplexed  ranks  of  his  party,  who  had  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  them  to  follow  Mr.  Wood,  safely  back  into 
camp.  The  Republicans  were  as  little  used  to  being  in  the 
minority  as  the  Democrats  were  to  being  in  a  majority,  and 
were  as  much  astonished  as  their  opponents  to  see  the  Demo- 
cratic party  "broken  in  two"  on  their  first  party  vote,  Mr. 
Wood's  budding  leadership  blighted,  and  such  men  as  Mr. 
Lamar  and  Mr.  Cox  turned  adrift,  on  the  first  dav  of  the  ses- 
sion.  They  took  heart  at  once,  and  in  the  elation  of  their  unex- 
pected triumph  openly  declared  that  "  the  whole  conduct  of 
affairs  might  as  well  be  put  into  Blaine's  hands  for  the  winter ;  " 
that  not  only  could  he  be  trusted  to  lead,  but  that  a  man  who  can 
'^  achieve  the  unprecedented  parliamentary  triumph  of  defeating 
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and  demorBlizing  the  majority  on  tlio  first  day  of  the  * 
will  1k!  sure  to  nlmjto  tlio  action  of  any  caucus  or  oonferenc*, 
and  can  faar  neither  hi«  foe«  of  the  othor  party  nor  ri^-als  in 
\i\»  own." 

Tha  school  question,  aa  ooniiectc)  with  seotArianUm,  lad 
been  more  than  usuaUy  iirominunt  before  the  country,  and  is 
■Hi«  SU(«  at  K-ikst  it  had  been  considered  the  pivotal  jtoinl  <m 
which  a  govwrnor  —  Mr.  Hayes,  of  Ohio  —  was  elected  over 
his  Democratic  opponent,  Mr.  Allen.  Mr.  Hlnina  tliouglit  tW 
matter  t<H)  fundamenUl  Ui  Im-  left  to  the  varying  fortune*  J 
IMirtiHivHshiji,  and  in  t>eUjl>er,  187-i.  he  luwl  writt*m  to  a  eitiwil 
of  Ohiii  a  letter  whose  wubstUJico  wna  afterwards  formulaUNi  is 
a  cnnstitutionnl  amendment  which  should  forever  prohibit  any 
StuLe  interference  for  or  ajjaiiwt  an  osUiblinhnient  of  religion 
the  fi-eo  nxepciae  thereof,  or  any  portion  of  the  puhlic-achorf 
money,  whether  misod  by  taxation  or  derived  from  any  pubMo 
funds,  from  tieing  i>lace<l  under  the  control  of  any  reU^ous  se«* 
or  divided  among  aeeta  or  denominations- 

Another  meiwuro  which  the  Demixirata  hoped  to  carry  un* 
op]KMe<l  if  not  unobaerved  in  tlw  gh>w  of  good  feallug  idtat' 
ncleri/ini,'  tlit'  first  (■ciitcriiiiiil  yf.nt-.  Mr.  HIain.'  pi-.>uii.lh-  hii 
|[«1<I  i.f  to  til.-  LidviuiciMiiciit  of  public  virtue  and  of  the  Keimb 
\\v-.w  jMrly. 

A  hIhIIldii.  noviT  cxn-eded  in  nia^»niliide,  had  been  folbuved 
by  a  viiti'j  V  Jiovi-r  ex  <■<■(■<  led  in  nia^rnaniiiuty.  The  ko^"'"'"""'"* 
ill  IIk'  liaiiiis  of  l!i-]inlilii'ans  liiid  frmn  time  to  time  ivuiitted  the 

iM'iiiihi.'s  ol"  rek'lli until  c.iilv  abcuit  seven  hundivd  and  fittv 

ni.'ii  rviiiain.-.l  eiilsid.'  of  i.anb.n  and  citizcnsliip.  The  Usi 
Cciinrrvss  liad  it'pnrlcd  a  fjenei'al  aninesty  hill  through  the 
ll.iii's,- I'nniMiill.-e.if  Kiil.-s.  i.f  which  the  Si>i;aker  is  ebairmaii. 
Mr.  i'.lairii'  had  rn.t  wholly  api>n>ved  tlie  liill,  and  bad  in  cm>- 
iiiiltec'  i.lijcrted  tn  .■eriain  .if  its  features.  He  bad.  however. 
li,'en  willin-  that  it  sli.ailit  !-■  I.i<iiii,'lit  In-fore  the  House,  but  Iwil 
askv.l  irriain  mi'mlK-is  In  ..]ip..se  it  in  the  House  andhad  not 
lii.nsrU  lak.Ti  the  tl.naa-aiiist  it. 

Marly   in    l)ii-    iirw  sessi<iri   the    Demoeriits,  not  unwilling  t" 


BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    O.    BLAINE.  823 

Mr.  Blaine  at  once  gave  notice  that  he  should  offer  an  amend- 
ment. On  the  10th  of  January  Mr.  Randall  called  up  his  bill 
relieving  all  persons  in  the  United  States  from  the  disabilities 
imiK)sed  by  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution. Mr.  Blaine  at  once  projected  his  amendment,  in  the 
nature  of  a  substitute,  that  "  all  persons  in  the  United  States 
under  the  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment, 
with  the  exception  of  Jefferson  Davin^  late  president  of  the  so- 
called  confederate  Stiites,  shall  be  relieved  of  such  disabilities, 
upan  their  appearing  before  any  judge  of  a  United  States  f'ourt^ 
and  taking  and  subscribing  an  oath  that  they  mill  support  and 
defend  the  Constitutio-n  of  the  United  States^  and  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  same.^^ 

The  exception  of  one  man,  and  the  condition  that  those  who 
wished  their  disabilities  removed  should  certify  their  change  of 
heart  by  swearing  allegiance  to  the  government  that  must  re- 
move them,  seems  but  a  slight  modification  of  the  amnesty  reso- 
lution, a  very  mild  display  of  Republican  revenge  ;  but  it  proved 
to  be  the  little  candle  that  lighted  up  the  whole  scene. 

Mr.  Randall  declined  to  admit  the  amendment  to  vote  or  de- 
bate. The  Republicans  refused  to  j)ennit  it  to  Ihj  summarily 
smothered,  and  therefore  defeat(Ml  the  bill,  which  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote.  Mr.  Blaine  then  moved  to  reconsider,  and  thus 
gained  control  of  the  bill,  which  lie  at  once  opened  to  debate 
and  amendment,  thereby  gaining  oj)portunity  to  offer  his  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill.  He  then  addressed 
the  House,  emphasizing  the  spirit  and  defining  the  positicm  of 
the  Republican  party  regarding  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States: 

"  Every  time  the  question  of  amnesty  has  l>een  brought  be- 
fore the  House  by  a  gentleman  on  that  side  for  the  last  two 
Congresses,  it  has  been  done  with  a  certiiin  flourish  of  magna- 
nimity which  seems  to  convey  an  imput^ition  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  It  seemed  to  charge  the  Rej)ul)liean  party,  which  has 
Ixjen  in  control  of  the  government  for  the  last  fifteen  yeai"s,  with 
being  bigoted,  narrow,  and  iUiberal,  grinding  down  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  the  Southern  States  under  a  gi-eat  tyranny,  from  which 
the  hard-heartedness  of  this  side  of  the  House  constantly  refuses 
to  relieve  them. 
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"  If  I  muy  anticipate  ae  much  wisdom  as  ought  Ut  cl>anlcto^ 
\7M  th(4  gi-nllfiiK-ii  oil  the  ottiur  xidu  of  the  House,  th'w  tuny  be 
ilie  last  tiiHf:  tliiit  amnesty  will  be  discustted  in  ifao  Am«Tkan 
( 'ongnsaa.  I  therefore  deaire,  and  under  the  rules  i>f  the  House, 
with  no  thuultK  to  that  aidv  for  the  jirivilvgv.  to  it]acis  ut>  rt^inl 
jiiKt  what  the  Keputtliuiiii  jiarty  liaa  dune  in  this  matter.  I  wiali 
Ui  pliu;e  it  there  as  an  in]{>erish.iblG  recnrd  nf  libemlity,  iuid  mag- 
naniuiity,  aud  mwrey  far  Wyond  any  lliat  has  t-ver  b«en  showu 
befotB  in  the  world's  hJKt^try  by  conqueror  t«  conquered." 

A  concise  review  dBnionstrated  tliat  restoration  to  citizon* 
ship  of  thoso  lately  in  rubellioit  had  ^iic  8t«adi1y  ou,  till  only 
alM>ut  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  remained  outsiiie  tlie  [at- 
dun  of  the  United  States  government:  aud  that  of  these  men 
three  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  oOiccra  of  the  United 
Stjiltts,  educated  at  ittt  own  expense  at  Wettt  I'oint;  two  hundred 
and  ninety-five  wore  officers  of  the  navy;  the  remainder  were 
Senators  and  Kepresentativus  of  the  Thirty-Kixth  und  Thirt;- 
seveiitli  ('ongreases,  nllioers  in  the  judicial  service,  he^ula  ef 
departments,  and  foreign  ministers  of  the  United  States.  To 
their  restoration  to  oitizeoaLip  he  offered  no  object)) 

"  All  I  nsk  is  that  each  of  these  gentlemen  shall  show  liis 
•,'n..<l  fuilli  !iy  ci.niiiig  forward  and  taking  the  oath  which  you 
nil  ili;it  side  of  the  lloiisi;  ami  we  im  this  side  of  the  House  take 
;iii(l  jrlatlly  taki'.  It  is  a  very  .siuiil!  exiiction  tii  make  as  a  ]\k- 
liiiiiiiLiry  In  full  ri'stiiralii<ti  tn  nil  tlie  rights  of  citizenship. 

"Ill  my  aiiii-iidmriit  I  have  excejited  Jefferson  Davis  fn)iii 
;iiiiii<-s(y,  I  dii  nut  place  iiis  exclusion  on  the  ground  that  Mr. 
|);ivis  wiiM.  as  lie  has  been  ciimnionly  called,  the  head  and  front 
of  the  Ilehcllii.n,  Iwcaiis.-  uii  tliiit  ground  I  do  not  think  the 
exccpliiiii  wciiilii  be  leiiahh-.  -Mr-  iJavIs  was  in  that  respect  as 
1,'uiltY,  nil  iiu'ie  so,  no  less  so,  tliaii  tlinusnnds  of  others  who 
have  iibcmly  n-i-cived  the  bciielit  aii.I  grace  of  amnesty.  I'rob- 
ubly  he  wxs  far  less  citieieiit  as  :m  enemy  of  the  United  States: 
pri<balily  lie  was  far  nion'  useful  as  a  disturlier  of  the  councils 
nf  ilif  I  nnredeiaiy.  tliuii  litany  who  have  already  received  aiti- 
jiesly.      ll    is   iiol   lii-i-aiise  nf  any  particular  and  sjieeial  damage 
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deliberately,  guiltily,  and  wilfully,  of  the  gigantic  murders  and 
crimes  at  Andersonville." 

He  then  produced  in  detail  the  awful  proof  of  his  awful  ar- 
raignment, from  the  testimony  of  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
of  Southern  men  and  Northern  men,  of  soldiers  and  the  clergy ; 
testimony  concerning  bloodhounds  set  upon  skeletons  that 
escaped  from  the  unspeakable  horrors  of  Andersonville,  —  tes- 
timony sworn  to  before  Congress  by  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses, 
recorded  in  its  annals,  and  concurred  in  by  Democrats  and  by 
Republicans.  All  this  he  charged  upon  the  deliberjite  knowl- 
edge and  intent  of  Jefferson  Davis,  since  Winder  and  Wirz 
were  his  creatures,  acting  under  his  appointment  and  orders, 
and  even  sustained  by  him. 

"  The  poor  victim  Wirz  deserved  his  death  for  brutal  treat- 
ment and  murder  of  many  victims  ;  but  it  was  a  weak  policy  on 
the  part  of  our  government  to  allow  Jefferaon  Davis  to  go  at 
large  and  hang  Wirz.  Wirz  was  nothing  in  the  world  but  a 
mere  subordinate,  and  there  was  no  special  reason  for  singling 
him  out  for  death.  I  do  not  say  he  did  not  deserve  it.  He 
deserved  no  mercy  ;  but  his  execution  seemed  like  skipping  over 
the  president,  superintendent,  and  board  of  directors  in  the  case 
of  a  great  railroad  accident  and  hanging  the  brakeman  of  the 
rear  car. 

*'  There  is  no  proposition  here  to  punish  Jefferson  Davis.  No- 
body is  seeking  to  do  it.  That  time  has  gone  by.  The  statute 
of  limitations,  the  connnon  feelings  of  liumanity,  supervene  for 
Ids  benefit.  But  what  you  ask  us  to  do  is  to  declare  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  l)oth  branches  of  Congress  that  we  consider 
Mr.  Davis  worthy  to  fill  the  highest  offices  in  the  United  States 
if  he  can  find  a  constituency  to  endorse  him.  He  is  already  a 
voter ;  he  can  buy  and  he  can  sell ;  he  can  go  and  he  can  come. 
He  is  as  free  as  any  mjin  in  the  United  States.  This  bill  pro- 
poses that  Mr.  Davis,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Senate  and  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  House,  shall  be  declared  eligible  and 
worthy  to  fill  any  office  up  to  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States.  For  one,  upon  full  deliberation,  I  refuse  my  assent  to 
that  proposition." 

Mr.  Blaine  was  not  content  with  making  no  charge  against 
the  Southern  people. 


**  1  do  not  arraign  the  Southern  imople  for  thftse  inhmnanitM*. 
God  fiirbiil  that  I  should  cluirgD  sympathy  with  such  wrong*  ^ 
upon  the  raaaa  of  iiiiy  [leopUi.  'l"here  were  many  evidence*  of  gnaX  . 
utieaaiiMuu)  in  the  South  about  the  cnudition  of  Amiereooville,  I 
One  of  thu  great  criinc*  of  Jefferson  Davis  was  thaU  bwidw  J 
conniving  ut  the  cruelty,  he  concealed  it  from    the   Southern  I 
I>eople.     He  labored  not  only  to  conceal  it,  but  Ut  make  fain  I 
dtatenienta  about  it-     This  ii«  not  a  propoaition  to  puimh  Jeffei^  J 
son  Daviji.     Nol»o<ly  is  attempting  thaU     But  here  aiid  now  I 
exprew  my  firm  conviction,  tliat  there  is  not  a  government,* 
civilized  government,  on  the  face  of  the  globe  —  I  am  very  sure 
there  i»  imt   a  Humpean  govenimont  —  that  would    not   have 
arretted  Mr.  IM™  at  the  cli«e  of  the  war.  and  when   tliey  had 
him  in  their  power  wouhl  not  have  tried  him  for  nial treat tut^nl 
of    llio   priaonere   of    war   and   sliot   liim   within    thirty   days, 
Kranofl.  Kussia,  England,  (ierniany.  Austria,    any  one  of  them 
would  have  done  it." 

•■'■U  in  often  aiid  that  'wc  shall  lift  Mr.  I>avi8  again  into 
great  oonsotiueuee  by  refusing  liiiii  amnesty."  Tliiit  is  not  for 
n«  tu  oonaider.  I  only  soe  before  mu,  wlioa  his  tuune  is  pn-  _ 
Rented,  a  man  who.  by  n  wave  of  his  band,  by  a  nod  of  his  head,  ' 
cmilil  ]kiv<-  pill  ;in  cikI  to  the  :itn>cious  cruelties  at  Andersoiivilie. 
Suiiii-  of  lis  liikil  kiii-^uien  tlicii'.  most  of  us  bad  friends  there. 
i>ll  of  ll^i  ]i:id  .'MiiiitrviniTi  llu'[v.  Ill  tht'  name  of  tho.se  kinsmen, 
fi-iciids,  and  .■.iimtrviiK'ii  I  Irti-  protest,  unci  shall  with  my  vole 
[iri>lfsl,  ;i;_'iiiiist  r:illiiii;  liark  and  frowning  with  the  honors  of 
full  Aiii<iii;ui  i-iti/,fM>hi|'  the  niiOi  who  organized  that  murder." 

ll  is  liavilly  ]iiissilile  to  exairgerate  the  sensJltiou  produced  by 
lliis  s|><'i'<'li.  ti>-;u'  ;nid  far,  iitmtediate  and  lasting.  In  the 
lions.'  ihf  n|i|>nsi(i.iTi  niijecl  with  a  violence  which  to  the  oI>- 
-.■ivi-r  si.'iiiril  |iiiii, ■111, Ills.  Imt  whii'h  now  seems  creditable  and 
i!idi-,'il  jiii'vihiMi'.  Fii'm  llu'  horiiir  and  tlie  crime  of  Anderson- 
vill.-,  tlu^  S.iulli  le.njird  as  strongly  as  the  North.  Their  bejirU 
irfiL-'il  t..  v<-rx-'\\->-  tho  witness  of  their  beoils.  They  simply 
ilriiii'il  air.H-iiii's  wlii.li  tliey  could  neither  justify  nor  disprove. 
w,  toil,  tlini  the  contn)versy  was  putting 
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this  formidable  opponent,  the  weaker  brethren  were  exposing 
their  weakest  points,  making  them  still  weaker  and  more  de- 
fenceless. Ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  stay  the  torrent. 
It  was  doubly  hard  to  lose  a  victory,  so  nearly  ensured,  by  the 
sudden  necessity  of  making  a  political  stand  on  an  issue  im- 
moral and  indefensible. 

"Has  not  the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  expired?" 
but  the  Speaker  was  obliged  to  answer  that  it  had  not. 

"  Can  he  claim  the  floor  ?  "  was  asked  when,  after  brief  sur- 
cease, he  was  up  again. 

"  Certainly,  I  have  the  floor  for  an  hour,  and  you  cannot  pre- 
vent it." 

"  I  did  not  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maine." 

But  the  Speaker,  whom  the  questioner  did  ask,  ruled  honor- 
ably, if  reluctantly,  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  was  in 
order. 

"Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  a  moment?  "  he  asked  when 
off  the  floor,  and  "  no !  no !  "came  from  a  dozen  storm-centres  on 
the  Democratic  side  of  the  house. 

Vainly  he  protested,  "  Do  not  be  alarmed.  I  only  want  a 
moment."     His  "  moments  "  had  a  terror  of  their  own. 

Mr.  Cox  made  a  vain  attempt  at  response,  but  it  was  perfunc- 
tory and  ineffective.  Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  with  the  courage  of 
despair  attempted  to  neutralize  the  effect  by  charging  that  equal 
atrocities  were  i>erpetrated  upon  Southern  prisoners  at  the  North ; 
but  Northern  Democrats  from  the  locality  of  the  rebel  prisonei*s 
were  summoned  to  testify  on  the  spot,  and  between  two  opposing 
fires,  their  Northern  constituencies  and  their  Southern  allies,  gave 
unwilling  but  direct  testimony  against  an  allegation  so  false  as 
to  be  suicidally  foolish  ;  while  Southern  Democrats  were  refuted 
by  unexpected  quotations  from  their  own  speeches  in  other 
iialls.  Angry  men  cried  out  on  the  floor  that  Mr.  Blaine  was 
spoiling  the  opportunities  of  the  centennial  year  for  univei-sal 
harmony.  He  was  like  some  "  magician  of  the  black  art,  with 
devilish  incantation,  calling  up  grim  and  gory  spectres  from  the 
political  inferno  to  mar  the  fair  form  of  the  festal  cheer  of  the 
Republic."  He  was  speaking  out  "  hate  and  venom."  He  was 
*'a  ghoul,"  "a  howling  hyena,"  and  other  unpleasant  objects 
of  history  and  imagination.      But  no  rage   or  rhetoric  could 
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ctUguiso  the  simple  fact  that  what  hii  Ktmght  Aiiil  ail  he  Hougfat 
wiM  u  jirohihitioii  of  iiHtiamU  hononi  for  the  author  of  cnme» 
iij^uiUHt  hiiiimtiity.  mi'l  for  the  othont  ihi;  Diviue  condition  of 
jiardnn,  —  this  oAkiitfr  for  it.  Thv  father  wfiit  out  to  muetlius 
jiroilipil  »on  a  preat  way  off.  but  not  wliile  the  proiligMl  wt 
"iilkiiig  iimoii^  Iiiit  awiiJi! :  not  till  iw  hud  «ai(l,  and  Huit«d  the 
aiUion  to  tlifi  word,  "  I  will  ari»e  and  pi  to  my  fiithvr,  »nd  will 
say  uuto  him.  Father,  I  have  sinned.'' 

Two  days  nfturwanhi  —  January  12  —  Geneml  Garfield  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Blaiiid,  and  in  liiit  best  manner,  with  his  own  indi- 
viduality and  ijidejiendenoo,  defended  every  position  that  Mr. 
RWne  had  taken. 

Of  Mr.  Hill's  statement  that  the  atrocities  of  Andersoaville 
do  not  liogin  to  compare  with  tlie  atrooitiea  of  Glinira,  of  Fort 
Douglnx,  or  of  Fort  Dulawaro,  and  that  of  all  the  atrocities, 
both  at  Andentonville  and  Elmira,  tlio  Confvdvmtv  govemmciit 
tttands  acquitted  from  all  rosponsihility  and  blame,  —  General 
Garlield  itaid : 

"  I  Ktand  in  thu  prcsenoo  of  Uiat  statement  with  an  aiaaw- 
iiient  tJiat  I  am  uttsrly  incapable  of  ex^'ossing.  I  look  apon  ■ 
tilt  serene  and  manly  face  of  thi?  ^ntletmiti  who  uttered  it,  and 
I  wonder  what  intluence  nf  the  supernal  or  nether  gods  could 
have  tonehed  iiini  with  madness  for  the  moment  and  led  him  to 
make  fliat  dreadful  statenienl.  I  pause  ;  and  I  ask  the  three 
|)em(i(^rats  on  this  llnor  wlio  iiappen  to  represent  the  districts 
where  ntv  li)eatt'd  tlie  llnee  places  named,  if  there  l)e  one  nf 
them  who  does  not  know  that  this  charge  is  fearfully  and  awfully 
untrue?  [A  jianse.]  Their  silence  answers  me.  They  are 
strangers  to  me,  but  1  know  they  will  repel  the  charge  with  all 
the  energy  of  thuil-manliood." 

Mr.  lilaine.  n'sniiiirjg  the  Hoor,  designated  the  two  questions 
of  our  treatment  of  rebel  pris'inei-s  and  whose  was  the  blame 
fcir  breiikiiij^  e\rliaiii,'e  as  points  on  wbieh  General  Garfield  had 
Irft  liLMi  notliini;  to  say.  "No  gentleman  in  this  House  has 
answi'i'eil,  no  f^entlemaii  lan  answer,  one  fact  ]iresented  by  him." 
Kilt  he   pivsseil   harder  anil   fortified    by  further   indisputable 
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being  always  from  Confederate,  never  from  Union  prisoners  — 
till  the  cry  was  repeated : 

Has  not  the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  expired  ? 

The  Speaker  (/>ro  tempore^.  —  The  time  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  has  not  expired. 

Mr.  Hancock.  —  He  commenced  ten  minutes  before  one 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Jones  (of  Kentucky).  —  The  gentleman  from  Maine  is 
constantly  violating  the  rules  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  In  what  respect? 

The  Speaker  (^pro  tempore^. —  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
is  out  of  order.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  set  the  dial  exactly 
at  the  time  the  gentleman  from  Maine  commenced  his  speech, 
showing  exactly  when  his  hour  will  expire,  and  the  present 
occupant  of  the  chair  when  that  time  is  reached  will  notify 
the  House. 

On  the  14th  the  Democrats  attempted  by  a  coup  cTStat  to 
pass  their  amnesty  bill ;  but  Mr.  Blaine  anticipated  them, 
rallied  the  now  thoroughly  aroused  Republicans  to  their  posts 
of  vantage,  and  forced  the  Democrats  to  the  necessity  of  oppos- 
ing in  open  day  an  amnesty  bill  which  gave  pardon  for  the 
asking  to  every  man  but  one,  and  which  the  Republicans  would 
combine  with  Democrats  in  passing,  in  order  to  bring  up  a  bill 
which  they  knew  could  not  be  passed  at  all ;  and  having  mar- 
shalled all  forces  in  full  array,  he  dismissed  them  as  one  having 
authority : 

"  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  which  I  endeavored  to  have  this 
morning  the  poor  privilege  of  reading,  and  which  I  could  not 
get ;  but  again  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  always  beneficent, 
and  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  always  l)e  beneficent  as  admin- 
istered by  the  honorable  occupant  of  the  chair,  I  have  that 
privilege.  This  morning  I  received  a  letter  which  I  commend 
to  gentlemen  from  the  South.  With  that  fascinating  eloquence 
which  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Banks)  possesses,  he 
called  your  attention  to  the  great  value  in  this  centennial  year 
of  having  no  man  in  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  under 
the  slightest  political  disabilities,  and  why  except  poor  Jefferson 
Davis?  I  have  here  a  letter  written  to  me  without  any  request, 
and,  so  far  as  I  know,  without  any  expectation  that  it  would 
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be  madt!  public ;  but  1  am  sure  that  even  if  it  be  a  private  letter 
llic  gt>iitli;iiia>i  writing  it  will  pnnlun  mu  for  rssdiug  it. 
It  iti  as  followH : 

RALEKiH,  N.C.,  JaoUftrj  11',  187S, 

Mt  I>eab  Sis;  I  obs«rvv  there  is  excltvueni  In  iJii- Huufwon  tbi-unnut; 
prn|io8lli<in. 

Ill  1870  !  Win  iiiijii'ikclied  auil  nimovetl  Truiu  oflic-u  us  goromor  o(  UiU 
Slat«  Uilaljr  bcciiiiw  of  a  movcrnsnt  whldi  1  pul  oti  font  an-orditig  (u  liw 
('onslitulioii  mill  tbo  taw  U>  HUppri-'nit  lliu  blumly  Ku-Kliix.  lliw  vtit.  lion* 
liy  th»  l)emcK;rnt«  of  thu  Suito,  the  ivIUok,  and  Iho  cvIkmih  of  Nonheni 
Dt^moanUN.  I  wiw  Kli«iltiK|tiKliQ«il  l),v  tlie  jutlguiiJiit  of  rumov&l  fitmi  Iwld- 
Ing  office  In  this  Stale.  The  Iteiniwratic  LeglsUtiiro  uf  lliis  Slau  tuid  lU 
lat«  lujnKtitutkiiiiU  n>nvonlton  wore  np]i(MiIrcl  la  in  vain  bj  tnj  frieiiil*  ta 
raiuove  UiIh  diwihllity.  The  lutu  cuiiveiitjon,  in  which  tlie  IhiDiovralA  had 
one  nicunrity  by  fntuil,  raTuiuM]  by  n  itriut  imrly  vain  tn  ratnovo  my  iliu- 
liilitM'H  tlius  luipuM-d :  and  I  am  now  the  oiily  man  in  "Sunh,  (^arulinn  nha 
i^nnni  hold  nfltiv. 

I  think  UiBM  facta  should  bu  biirue  hi  luirid,  whun  Ihu  DcimicraW  in  Con- 
grew  clamor  for  mlinf  to  Uin  Imn  inniirgi-nt  Iriulnrs.  Pardon  the  lil>wty  I 
hkvo  tnkcin  in  nrfvrring  U>  this  nitiU4<r.  wnd  b«lievu  iii«.  truly,  yanr  friend, 
W.  W.  UuiiB. 

Ilim.  .Iamui  (i.  IlLADtX. 

"  (ioMlKniini,  wliiit  have  yan  to  siiy  to  tlmt? 

••  Nn«-,  I  w  isli  to  iiKike  tliis  pnipositiim,  tliat  I  inay  bring  iny 
bill  \>iih'i<:.  tlie  lloiis.'  iiy  iniariirnuiis  c.uiseiit,  and  I  will  yieUl  to 
iiny  geiiLlcniiiii  ti>  iiiumj  iiiiaiiieiulmcnt  tn  it.  I  will  givu  to  that 
shleof  111,'  JJimf-o  ail  I  Imvc  asked  fi.r  this  side.  If  it  !« 
the  i;asf  iliat  j;i-nth'riiLMi  will  fefnst;  that  pi-opositioii,  then  it  is 
hd'aiisu  they  liii  imt  want  any  bill  passed.  I  am  for  a  |ir<u:ti- 
lalilr  anint'sly.      I  am  fdv  an  amnesty  that  will  go  through." 

■Mr.  Ui.iniiNS.  ..f  North  Camlina.  —  I  objeet. 

Mr.  iii.ArsK.  —  Niiw,  Mr.  Spuakor,  I  will  end  this  matter. 
wliii-li   1    have  within    cay    puwer:    I    withdraw  the    motion   to 

And  .letTorsiiLi  Davis  went  to  bis  grave  a  man  witliout  a 
coniitiy. 

Many  iif  Mr.  Blaine's  political  and  personal  friends  doubted 
his  (■(iiii-se,  — ■  feared  the  stirring  up  of  ill-feeling. 
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They  thought  the  country  was  "  weary  of  strife,  wanted  con- 
ciliation, and  not  renewal  of  acerbity.  Everybody  was  sick  of 
the  whole  Southern  business.  The  country  had  a  chance  to 
make  money  and  wanted  to  be  let  alone." 

He  was  sternly  warned  by  the  Republican  press  that  such 
movements  would  "  lose  him  the  presidency."  In  noting  can- 
didates "  Speaker  Blaine  was  already  counted  out."  "  Hot  corn 
was  not  dropped  more  suddenly  than  our  candidate  James  G. 
Blaine."  "  It  was  smartness,  but  not  statesmansliip."  It  was 
hoped  that  "  his  speech  on  the  second  day  would  retrieve  the 
errors  of  his  first."  He  had  not  "  only  destroyed  the  centen- 
nial harmony  in  the  land,  but  the  centennial  appropriation  in 
Congress." 

But  Mr.  Blaine  never  mistook  the  temper  and  touch  of  the 
people.  Across  the  leadera,  athwart  apparent  tendencies,  he 
appealed  to  the  general  sense  of  justice,  to  the  conscience, 
the  reason,  the  heart ;  and  the  response  was  sure.  In  this  case 
it  was  electric.  The  nation  was  tired  of  strife  and  wanted 
I)eace,  but  not  with  Jefferson  Davis  as  a  chief  corner-stone. 
Outside  of  politics,  regardless  of  parties,  over  all  the  North,  in 
crowded  city  and  remote  hamlet,  here,  there,  everywhere,  was 
a  father,  a  mother,  wife,  sister,  daughter,  in  whose  heart  dwelt 
an  undying  memory,  the  memory  of  some  one  dearer  tlian  life, 
who  had  sunk  in  the  mud  of  Andersonville,  his  only  bed,  and 
had  died  in  the  mud  where  he  sank  ;  memories  of  dear  ones 
who  had  gone  out  men  and  had  returned  —  but  let  us  forget. 
Jefferson  Davis  was  not  honored,  and  it  is  lawful  now  to 
forget. 

To  these  suvivors  Mr.  Blaine's  words  spoke  like  a  voice  from 
heaven.  Their  unspeakable  sorrows  were  not  forgotten ;  their 
unspeakable  wrongs  were  not  to  be  whelmed  in  a  rush  even  of 
centennial  good  feeling,  and  the  centennial  was  all  the  more 
worth  celebrating  because  they  were  not.  Letters  came  pour- 
ing in  upon  Mr.  Blaine.  Steam  was  not  swift  enough.  From 
every  quarter  the  lightning  flashed  gratitude  to  the  man  who 
had  touched  a  sacred  woe  with  sympathetic  hand.  Every  mail 
and  every  minute  brought  messages  of  love  and   thanks. 

The  echoes  of  disapproval  had  not  died  away  before  Repub- 
lican conventions   began  to  pass   resolutions   denouncing  Mr. 
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Hill  Hnd  ciidiiniing  Siieakcr  Blnine  "for  liis  noble  il«[«nvc  ill' 
oppooition  to  the  araiieKty  bill."  IL  bejran  hikhi  to  be  di»- 
covered  by  the  iiewspapera  that  Mr.  IJlHino's  gmnt  blutidpr  in 
inukiiig  Uio  K]M:(3ch  liiul  l»o*!ii  mora  ttiKii  iiffKet  by  Mr.  Hill'i 
I  mi  list  n  I  UK  fliTors  in  itiiKweriiig  it.  Then  came  a  letter  fmin 
Mr.  Jefferaon  l>iivi».  <in  the  27lh  of  January,  citiog  to  ta 
lut  ton  lulled  world  hix  '*  iiiexi;u(iHbl«  lorturci*  Hnil  |)rivitl4"iiK  t>l 
VvTtntm  Miiiiroi',"  the  "want  and  KufToring  of  men  in  Ni»rtbem 
Iiriaono."  iind  the  extraonlmary  ui^ument  that  "  to  renioy* 
political  dlMKbilitiuR.  which  there  wns  not  legtil  |iowvr  to  imjiiuM, 
\vu»  not  ati  act  of  ttn  muuh  gnwe,"  and  that  lie  luul  Itenn  ceft- 
Hured  "l)cca)iAe  I  would  not  vittit  on  the  helplesa  prisoitera  in 
our  hands  Kuch  barbiiritiea"  as  had  been  inflicted  on  Southern 
prisoiiera  by  the  North. 

Then  mfiii  rtimcmberviil  that  Mr.  Blaine  had  avow«d  Iiif 
desire  that  the  i>eople  should  know  the  animus  of  these  naf 
peiitant  rebel  leaders  who  wore  an  busy  as  thoy  had  boM 
before  the  war  in  eotiitiilidaUiig  tbe  old  Hlave  St«t<^  into  oiw 
compact,  politii^al  organization,  which,  with  a  very  few  votet 
from  the  North,  ahotild  govern  the  couDtry;  and  even  than  win 
liad  .lr,ri-d  ],is  ;,i,i.,-Ml.  .b.rlarpd  thiit  one-half  of  !)«vis"s  letter 
wiiN  l;ikeii  ii['  ill  sIiiiwiiifT  thiit  Blaine  was  right!  "It  is 
Blaiiui's  liiiU,"  was  Uie  half  vexed,  half  admiring  ooranient, 
"Ill-will  111'  macrliiiij^  tln-nugh  the,  tioiiiitry  now  as  the  cham- 
pinti  (if  ilisahlcd  riiioii  s<il<Ii<'rs,  just  aft  lie  did  a  month  ago  as 
cli:ini|iiiii!  of  piililic  schuols."  He  even  received  the  tribute 
(if  iiiiitalinii.  and  <illii'r  mrri  smote  the  same  chords,  but  drew 
thi'jH'i;  <iiilv  a  laii;:iiid  riciti;  and  passeil  in   music,  out  of  sight. 

Luavinjj  tln^  disi'iission  to  wear  itwlf  away,  Mr.  Blaine 
InriK'd  to  iillicr  tliiiisis.  An  irrcileemable  paper  curriiucy  still 
Keeiui'd  I"  many  a  way  of  escape  from  |H)verty,  and  the  "Rag 
Baby"  was  luiullcd  and  scoitrgwl  through  the  country.  The 
cssciilial  naliiic  and  value  of  the  circulating  medium  Mr.  Blaine 
h.liived  I"  lie  a  matter  aliuut  wliiidi  ]iarties  should  agree  never 
tu  ilisai,'ree.  I)ii  the  H'lh  of  February  lie  8ix>ke  in  the  House, 
aifiiiini;  willi   fjreal  fnrce  from  the  ex|ierience  of  the  world,  the 
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Government  notes  as  legal  tender  had  been  the  last  and  suc- 
cessful resort  of  war;  but  he  demonstrated  the  disorder  and 
disiistcr  that  must  follow  a  reliance  on  an  irredeemable  paper 
currency  ju^  relief  from  business  stagnation,  or  as  anything  but 
the  addition  of  permanent  confusion  to  whatever  burden  we 
might  be  laboring  under. 

All  occasion  for  such  argument  has  happily  long  since 
[>assed ;  yet  so  clear  in  statement,  so  pertinent  in  illustration, 
so  picturesque  and  forceful  in  arrangement,  so  vivid  in  style,  so 
patriotic  and  proud  was  his  presentation,  that  it  can  l)e  read 
to-day  with  keen  interest  and  pleasure.  Amid  the  many  inflation 
schemes  fatal  to  both  honor  and  prosperity,  it  was  welcomed 
as  a  guiding  voice  oh  a  darkened  and  perilous  way. 

I^ul)lic  approval  of  Mr.  Blaine's  position  on  the  currency  was 
out8i)oken.  Men  of  affairs  said  that  while  his  speech  on  am- 
nesty appeiiled  to  patriotic  sentiment,  his  soundness  on  money 
showed  hard-headed  business  ability.  Even  the  omniscients  of 
the  lecture-room  and  the  editorial  chair,  who  had  thought  liis 
"  amnesty  i)erformances  mere  smartness,"  admitted  this  to  be 
as  near  stivtesmanship  as  they  ever  allow  Congres8m(?n  to 
approach.  Before  the  month  was  out,  the  newspapers  were 
declaring  that  "  Blaine  is  the  only  one  of  the  candidates  mak- 
ing real  headway."  He  was  "  popular  with  the  people."  Men 
might  be  never  so  tired  of  strife,  never  so  eager  to  make 
money,  but  '"  Blaine  is  gathering  in  the  States."  When  the 
'*  post-tradership  scandals  "  were  before  Congress,  **  the  Repul>- 
licans  had  the  best  of  the  discussion,  not  because  their  argu- 
ments were  stronger,  but  l)ecause  Blaine,  by  his  skilful 
leadership,  persistency,  and  strength  of  lungs  bore  d(jwn  all 
opposition.  What  with  Ben  Hill  and  the  Kiig  Baby,  the  under- 
tow of  Blaine  sentiment  is  unmistakable." 

When  the  reformers  put  foi-ward  a  bill  prohibiting  election 
contributions  from  government  clerks,  Mr.  lilaine  went  a  step 
further,  and  moved  an  amendment  prohibiting  election  contribu- 
tions also  from  members  of  Congress  while  they  were  candidates 
for  Congress ;  but  took  occasion  to  warn  the  reformers  that  one 
or  two  men  behind  the  polling-booth  can  do  more  mischief  than 
a  thousand  bribed  men  can  do  outside.  It  seemed  in  the  right 
liue  auid  harmless,  and  Mr.   Caulfield,  who  had  it  iu  charge. 


pennitUMl  tiJtu  to  iiitroihiou  it ;  but  evidviitly  fcanitg  some 
teni)ii8  o«iiMt!iiiiifrii»t,  tr>»k  Imvlt  hiii  periuisMion  in  a  giaiiii; 
Mr.  ItliiiiiL'  wa«  fnrced  to  gwt  piMacsHinn  of  the  bill  and  iutnidaoe 
lit.s  iiiiK-ii<haiitit  H8  an  original  ]ir(i[KMition. 

By  Ajii-il,  iiivllintinn  and  m<Hlifioiitiont4  and  MCPondary  cjukh* 
wcro  thruwii  attide,  and  leading  Republican  journals  admitteil 
that  Mr.  Blulnt'  had  with  "consumniaU)  sagacity  Mounded  the 
key-noU^of  bin  i)olioy  in  bit*  amnwty  itpeeoh  last  wint«r.  M»ny 
of  his  betit  friendH  then  thought  he  had  luadn  a  rHf^lillnl 
blundor,  but  he  undurstood  thi;  tcmpi-r  of  the  Itfjuiblicui 
masHCM  bvttui-  than  they."  And  on  the  Iint.'jt  which  hv  laid 
down  that  winter  the  victory  nf  187B  was  won. 

Thu  Fjituation  becnmt;  to   the  jiarty  which  had   Iwen  Kixteen 
years  out  nf  jxiwer,  iM^nte  ajid  cntit-nl.     As  the  Hfi;  and  doitii 
queHtiona  of  Bhvvery  and  reconstruction  receded,  leaving  vid*'fy 
witli  tlie  nation,  private  amhttionx  grew  mon'  restless  an*l  \»nj 
opiHiMition    more    bo|K!ful.      The   Kepuhlican  Statu    defeHta  of 
(iraiit's  senond  term  augured  the  posailiility  nf  a  national  defeu 
in  187*).     Hut  it  became  conxtantly  mon?  evident  that  nue  man 
iu  particular  must  be  disabled  before  suoceea  could  be  muaiml-^ 
From  i«rty  defeat  aa  fmm  i«rty  triumph  the  Democrats  and  w\ 
ri-finini'Ts  nlisiTVrd  witli  disinay  that  this  man  came  out  stc*mg*r    , 
than  III'  wi-iil  ill.  and  that  bcliind  liini  followed  a  j^rt-at  admiring    ' 
anil  ciilliiisiiint.ic  iiriiiy  of  tbeh)yal,  sturdy,  enutmlling  masses  i>f 
till-  Ufjiiililiuan  party, — an  amiy  whose  ranks  were   constanilT 
snulliiig  in  iiiiinbiTs,  in  strength,  in  inonientum.     Whether  it 
well'  l!ie  iliy  inutt^srs  nf  finance  tir  the  more  emotional  questions 
nf  iinini-sty.  or  juihlii'.  cnnrerns  of  less  defined  if  not  less  im[ior- 
tant  tniils  than  eitlier,  more  pnlitlc^al  opjiositioc  was  uf  no  avsil. 
ThiM'f  must  lie  a  resort  to  some  other  expedient. 

Tlio  ]ii>!itit's  of  those  who  njiposed  the  Republicans  seemed  tfl 
riinsist  niiiiTilv  of  investigation.  To  justify  a  new  (wrty,  it 
si'i'iiii!il  nriTSsarv  ti>  ilemtmBtratc  that  the  chief  men  of  the  oM 
lU'iiiililicau  party  were  scoundrels.  Iu  number  and  extent  tli* 
iiivt.'stifTutiiins  set  on  foot  during  that  Democratic  reform  wiDier 
wi're   uiijirecedeutcd.      Whether  it  was  the   aftermath  of  the 

i-ilil   Mnliilier,  or  whether  human  nature,  after  rising  to  tlie 
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heavy  with  charges  and  counter-charges  of  corruption.  Mr. 
William  Lloyd  Garrison  lifted  up  his  voice  and  protested 
that  the  nation's  work  was  being  ever  better  done,  and  was 
laughed  at  for  his  pains  by  the  professional  refomiers.  From 
the  Credit  Mobilier  storm  Mr.  Blaine  had  emerged  untouched  ; 
but  his  name  had  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  railroads, 
and  railroads  had  not  yet  been  taken  from  the  "  Index  Expurgsu 
torius."  The  popular  prejudice  regarding  railroads  might  yet 
be  turned  to  account  against  him. 

Indefinite  and  anonymous  but  scandalous  rumors  began  to 
steal  about.  On  February  28,  1876,  Mr.  Blaine  received  a  let- 
ter from  a  friend  which  gave  them  definite  shape,  and  the 
authority  of  Mr.  John  Scott  C.  Harrison,  of  Indianapolis,  a 
government  director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Oompany, 
a  road  wliich  derived  its  franchises  from  the  national  govern- 
ment. This  story  was  that  shortly  after  Mr.  Harrison  became  a 
director,  he  found  seventy-five  worthless  bonds  of  the  Little 
Rock  and  Fort  Smith  Railroad  among  the  assets  of  tlie  com- 
pany. Upon  inquiry,  he  learned  that  the  company,  in  return  for 
a  favor  done  it  by  Mr.  James  G.  Blaine,  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, had  loaned  him  $64,000,  had  accepted  his  worthless  bonds 
as  security,  and  that  Mr.  Blaine  had  never  repaid  the  loan. 
The  draft  had  been  ordered  on  motion  of  Tliomas  Scott,  presi- 
dent of  the  road,  and  was  made  payable  to  tlie  order  of  Morton, 
Bliss,  &  Co.,  New  York.  This  information  Mr.  Harrison  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Rollins,  an  oflicer  of  the  company.  Such,  witli 
many  variations  and  details,  was  the  sulistiince  of  the  runiois. 
The  favor  for  wliich  Mr.  Blaine  received  the  'W4,000  was  not 
stated,  but  the  implication  wiis  of  corrupt  legislation. 

This  letter  Mr.  Blaine  answered  with  a  denial  of  the  whole 
statement  so  far  as  it  concerned  himself ;  but  no  private  denial 
could  make  headway  against  a  tale  intended  for  public  cir- 
culation. On  April  11  an  Indianapolis  newspaper  opened 
its  columns  formally  to  the  cliarge,  unwittingly  revealing  the 
animus  of  the  attack  in  the  first  sentence:  "A  prominent 
banker  of  this  city  is  in  possession  of  a  secret,  the  exposure  of 
which  will  forever  blast  the  prospects  of  a  certain  candidate  for 
the  presidency." 

As  Mr.  Blaine  did  not   immediately   reply,    the  utterers   of 
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the  tnlo  bfigan  to  demand  that  Mr.  Blaino  ask  an  imtnediatc  1 
inveslit^tion,  and  to  tlireaten  Uittt  *"  if  he  <it>e«  mtL,  J.  S.  C  Visa- 1 
rwiw  will  go  lieforo  tliv  JiKiictary  Committee  of  the  Hoom  u  J 
govurnmont  director  of  tlie  road  aud  dcnnuid  an  imnwili&U  I 
In^tutLigalioii ;  "  and  when  u  week  had  [Miwied  Mime  not  jwrhapB  I 
Ko  imfriendly  a«  timid  olwcrvei*  l>e(jan  to  fear  that  "  Blaim' 
made  a  miatiiku  in  not  axking  an  investigution." 

Mr.  lilaiiie  had  his  own  way  of  moelinfj  tliesc  rumora.    Ifil  J 
jirivate  letter  of  denial  had  been  enongh  to  meet  honest  doulA 
To  thu  [lubliu  c-haiye  he  made  public  answer  in  the  full  Hnu 
of  liupreRtsntativea,  not  domnuding  iiivestigution.  but  bringing' 
[)rofif  that  (lelivd  investigation. 

It  waK  on  t)ie  :Mth  of  April,  a  r^ny  and  duintal  day.  Imt  ibe 
House  waacrowdetl.  Mr.  Blaine  ruiulhiKM]M:?e<?l)  frun>  rannnsuiiit 

Mr.  Blaise.  —  Mr.  Sjwaker,  with  the  leave  of  the  House, »» 
kindly  granted,  I  ttliall  proceet)  to  aubmit  certain  factM  and  co^ 
rect  f^rlain  errors  jwrsonal  to  mj-sclf.  Th«  ilutus  of  the  com- 
Hpondeuce  embmcod  in  my  Htatemenl  will  sluiw  that  it  vnt 
iinposHibk'  fur  nie  to  make  it  earlier.  I  will  l>e  aa  l>nef  a» 
the  oireumstiuioea  shall  permit.  For  noma  moiiiha  past  a  dwniM 
agahiHt  WW  biis  Wen  cin'nlatinp  in  private,  and  ^v:»s  reoentij"' 
niiidr  |iulili^,  (lL-sij,'niiig  !.>  sliow  that  I  ba.l.  in  xmu-  in.linvt 
iimiini'i,  rvui-ivfd  thy  liii-^u  sum  of  *04.U(I0  from  the  I'Nioii 
I'arilif  Kiiiho.id  I'oinpany  in  1871,  —  for  what  services  or  fur 
wliiit  jinijioscH  hils  novt-r  been  Mtated.  The  alleged  piwif  of  this 
Muriiiiis  iiLVuaition  was  biised,  iiccordiiig  to  the  original  story, 
iipnii  i1k'  iiutluirily  of  K.  II.  Holtins,  treasurer  of  the  Union 
I'iH;ili(;  ('nnipuiiy.  who.  it  Wiis  averred,  hati  full  knowledge  tluit 
1  got  till-  puiiney  \  ivnd  also  npoii  the  luitliority  of  Mortem.  Bliss, 
\  Co.,  Iiankui-M  of  New  York,  through  wboin  the  draft  fur 
THi4,ili)(l  wiis  >Miid  In  liuvi-  Iieen  negotiated  for  my  Ijenelit.  as  they 
Liinliilriiti;illy  kui-w.  Hearing  nf  this  charge  some  weeks  iu 
iidvimcc  111'  its  puliliL-iition.  I  procun-d  the  following  sUitt-meui 
frouj  till-  iwii  prini'ipiil  wilnessfsi  who  were  quoted  as  hiiviiiy 
MiK'li  (letlnilf  knuwlfdgi.'  against  nie: 

Union  I'agikic  Raii.roai 
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and  have  necessarily  known  of  all  disbursements  made  since  that  date. 
During  that  entire  period,  up  to  the  present  time,  I  am  sure  that  no  money 
has  been  paid  in  any  way  or  to  any  person  by  the  company  in  which  you 
were  interested  in  any  manner  whatever. 

I  make  this  statement  in  justice  to  the  company,  to  you,  and  to  myself. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

E.  H.  Rollins. 
Hon.  James  G.  Blaine. 

New  York,  April  6,  1876. 

Deab  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  we  beg  to  say  that  no  draft,  note, 
or  check,  or  other  evidence  of  value,  has  ever  passfHi  through  our  books  in 
which  you  were  known  or  supposed  to  have  any  interest  of  any  kind, 
direct  or  indirect. 

We  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Morton,  Buss,  &  Co. 
Hon.  James  G.Blaine, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Some  persons  on  reading  the  letter  of  Morton,  Bliss,  &  Co. 
said  that  its  denial  seemed  to  be  confined  to  any  payment 
that  had  passed  through  their  "books,"  whereas  they  might 
have  paid  a  draft  in  wliich  I  was  interested  and  yet  no  entry  of 
it  made  on  their  *'  books."  On  this  criticism  being  made  known 
to  the  firm,  they  at  once  addressed  me  the  following  letter : 

New  York,  April  13,  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  our  letter  of  the  6th  instant  was 
not  sufficiently  inclusive  or  exclusive,  in  that  letter  we  stated  **tliatno 
draft,  note,  or  check,  or  other  evidence  of  value,  has  ever  passed  through 
OUF  books  in  which  you  were  known  or  supposed  t^)  have  any  interest,  direct 
or  indirect."  It  may  be  proper  for  us  to  add  that  notliing  hjus  been  paid  by 
us,  in  any  form  or  at  any  time,  to  any  person  or  any  corporation,  in  which 
you  were  known,  believed,  or  supposed  to  have  any  interest  whattjver. 

We  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Morton,  Bliss,  &  Co. 
Hon.  J.  G.  Blaine, 

Washington,  D.C. 

The  two  witnesses  quoted  for  the  original  cliarge  having  thus 
effectually  disposed  of  it,  the  charge  itself  reappeared  in  an- 
other form,  to  this   effect,  namely,  that  a  certain  diaft  was 
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negotiated  at  the  houflo  of  Morton,  Blias.  &  Co..  in  1871,  throuffh 
'Iliomas  A.  Scott,  tliuii  pri!Miili-tit  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railnwl 
('ompaiiy.  fur  the  Hiim  of  tiU,000,  aud  that  97.%00O  of  tfaebomls 
uf  thft  Littlfl  Kuck  an<l  Forth  Siuitli  Kailroacl  Coinpiuij  ' 
pledged  an  collutonil ;  tJmt  lh«  Union  I'luiiiio  Oom)tAny  paid  the 
tlmft  and  t(H]k  up  the  ei)llateru] :  that  tlie  caab  proceeds  of  tt 
went  to  me,  and  thai  I  hml  ftiriii^^hcd,  or  sohl,  or  in  some  way 
couveyixl  or  tranaferred  to  Thomtut  A.  .Scott  tliese  Little  Kock 
and  Fort  Smith  bondu  which  ha«l  Ixirn  usvd  as  coUateral ;  tliol 
the  bonda  in  reality  had  belongt^l  to  me  or  aom«  friend  or  on* 
stiluont  iif  mino  for  whom  I  was  acting.  I  entleavor  to  stats 
tlie  cliarge  in  ita  boldest  form  and  in  all  its  phasus. 

I  deniio  liurv  and  now  to  deoliim  that  all  and  uvcry  part  of 
tilts  Htory  that  cnnnecta  my  name  witJi  it  in  absolutely  nntme, 
withont  one  {larticle  of  foundation  in  fact,  and  witliout  a  tittle 
of  evidence  in  aubMtjintiHt«  it.  1  never  had  any  tt-ariKacliitii  «f 
luiy  kind  with  Thomas  A.  Scott  concerning  bonds  of  the  Littlo 
Kook  and  Fort  Smith  road  or  tliu  bunds  uf  any  other  ntilronil, 
or  any  biuuneas  in  any  way  connected  with  ruilroadu,  difvcUy 
or  iudirecUy,  imnJediftl«ly  or  remotely.  1  never  had  any  biia-  ' 
ness  tranaaction  whatoVKr  with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  ^ 
ComiKiny  or  any  of  \\a  oflicci-s  or  njLtents  uv  re|nc-sentatives,  and 
never  in  any  niatmer  rt-eeived  fn)ni  that  conijKiny,  diix'etly  or 
iridireet!y.:i  sirii^l<>  dollar  in   nii>ni-y,  or  stt>cks,  or  iKiiids.  iir  ;iuy 

other  for I'  value.     Ami  as  to  the    particular   tnmsaolion    k- 

ferrcil  to,  [  iii'M'i'  so  niucli  as  lifiird  of  it  uutd  nciirly  two  yeai^s 
after  its  alleired  oeetinviiee,  when  it  was  talke-l  of  at  tiie  liine 
nflhe  Cie.liL  Mnl.iii.T  invi'stigali.Mi  in  1873.  Hut.  while  iiiy 
ileriiiil  ou.i,'li1  to  lie  inriehisive,  I  should  irreatly  tv^iivl  to  he  c.mi- 
|H'lled  to  li-ave  tli.'  luatl.'i'  tlit'ie.  I  iini  fortunately  able  to  sus- 
tain my  own  .lr,:l.iiatioiL  liy  the  most  conclnsivu  evidence  that 
the  ease  aibiiils  of  or  llial  liuniau  lestiinony  eim  supply.  If  any 
jM-rson  .n-  persons  know  the  Irnth  or  falsity  of  these  charges,  it 
must  he  III.-  otliei-rs  -f  (he  Union  I'aeilie  Uailroad  Company.  1 
arenraiiii,'ly  a.Mrrssnl  a  imtf  to  the  president  of  that  eoinjKUiy. 
of  the  ctinipaiiy  from  its 
1  nu>rc  thorough  aciinaiiii- 
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itself,  and  leaves  nothing  to  be  said.     I  will  read  the  letters  in 
their  proper  order.     They  need  no  comment : 

Washington,  D.C,  April  13.  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  have  doubtless  observed  the  seunilal  now  in  circulation 
in  regard  to  my  having  been  interested  in  certain  bonds  of  the  Little  Rock 
and  Fort  Smith  roa4l.  alleged  to  have  been  purchased  by  your  company  in 
1871. 

It  is  due  to  me,  I  think,  that  some  statement  in  reganl  to  the  subject 
should  be  made  by  yourself  as  the  oflicial  head  of  the  Union  Pacific  Kail- 
road  Company. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  Blaine. 

Sidney  Dillon,  Es^i-, 

President  Unimi  Pacific  Railroad  t\mipany. 

Office  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 

New  York,  April  15,  1876. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  favor  of  the  13th  instant,  and  in  reply  desire 
to  say  that  I  have  this  day  written  Col.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  who  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  at  the  time  of  the  transaction 
referred  to,  a  letter  of  which  I  send  a  copy  herewith.  On  receipt  of  his 
reply  I  will  enclose  it  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Sidney  Dillon,  President, 
Hon.  James  (r.  Blaine, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Office  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 

New  York,  April  15,  1876. 

Dear  Sir:  The  press  of  the  country  are  making  allegations  that  cer- 
tain bonds  of  the  Little  Ruck  and  Fort  Smith  Railroad,  pun'hascd  by  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  1871,  were  obtained  from  Hon.  Janics 
G.  Blaine,  of  Maine,  or  that  the  avails  in  some  form  went  to  his  benefit, 
and  that  the  knowledge  of  these  facts  rests  with  the  ofiicers  of  the  com- 
pany and  with  yourself. 

These  statements  aiv  injurious  both  to  Mr.  Blaine  and  to  the  (^niou 
Pacific  Railroad  Company.  There  were  never  any  facts  to  warrant  them, 
and  I  think  that  a  statement  to  the  public  is  due  both  from  you  and  myself. 
I  desire,  :is  president  of  the  company,  to  repel  any  su(;h  inf(!r<?iiee  in  the 
most  emphatic  manner,  and  would  be  gla<l  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

Sidney  Dillon,  President. 
Col.  Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 
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Orncit  tfsiow  Pacific  Bailkoah  ("Xiiwast. 
Xcw  YoKK.  April  U,  1876. 
I>SAK  Sir;  As  I  wiviwMl  yoa  some  days  igo.  I  wrote  Ool.  ThonM 
A.  Svott,  fttui  bcjc  Ihbvc  lu  (■iick'Me  yoti  hw  roply. 

I  Jedire  ftinhcr  In  wy  tliiit  I  wmi  a  .lirui-tor  of  lhi»  onra|MU)y  Mid  ■ 
Iwrnf  th>^c\i'Ciitiv<-«imnilit»e  in  I871.nnil  tnntltl  tny  luaUtnony  (o  Dnli^ 
Coloni>l  Si-oU'h  in  vpritlctkLion  at  all  U)«l  he  hm  aliOod  in  Un^  enrJiM 
IvtUrr. 

Tnilj  yoiim. 

Sihnkv  I>uxon,  h^mltnt. 
Hull.  Jamks  <).  Ulaekk. 

Wiwhingtiin,  I>.C. 

PinLADKUttiA.  April  SI.  I8T& 
Mv  np-Ait  Snt:  I  luiTnyour  lirttor.  nnder  ilaUt  Nuw  Vork.  Afiril  tV 
157(1.     .     .     - 

In  ruply,  1  (>eg  leKVt*  to  oay  tliat,  niDrh  lu  I  di*)ik«  tbe  iili'-jt  of  enuriifi 
iritoany  of  ihnPontrovHwips  timt  nru  Iw'fort.'  Ihe  pu>>lio  in  Uiiw  dayi  * 
H'tuulal,  frcim  wlikb  but  few  men  in  giuhlit!  life  «H-ai  to  b»  i^xtrnipl,  1  f«d 
It  my  duty  to  buuo  : 

I'liBt  Uii:  l.iulu  Book  and  Kon  Smitii  Imndii  purvlitiMxl  liy  Uir  t'otn 
I'mIHo  KallToad  Ctimpwiy  In  1S7I  were  not  purchasMl  or  rwidved  fnm 
Mr.  Uluna,  dirtMitly  ur  intllredly.  und  tkat  <>t  tlin  munrj  paid  Iiy  Ibt. 
UniuD  P^Ho  B»ilri>tul  CompMiy,  or  of  tlw  »T»Ua  ^  aaid  bcHtda.  iM.m^ 
dolljir  went  U)  Mr.  Hlalnc.  nr  10  any  porsoii  for  him,  ur  for  his  benttril  ti 

:,.,y  f.TM.. 

AlUlLl.-Ji.c.MU  li>  i!„.  .-(IV.'!  lli.'kl    Mr,   llUi[n>   .'V-T  !i;.a    any  tn.ni.-»i'tinM 


iiliTcat   of   the 
W-ry  truly  yi. 


llii-  lisliiiiouy  I  liiivr  wished  to  offer. 

^s[iiiiiii-K  -  aonie  of  tlii?m,  (ioubtless,  from  frienJlr 
ivi'  m'L;(*ii  Lliiil  I  sliouUl  iisk  for  a  committee  loin- 
Hi  cliiii'jj.'s.  I  might  have  dime  that  iind  nwaiii^l 
slnw  |irrit:rcs8  thill  inevitably   attend  all  conen* 
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though  every  particle  of  proof,  in  complete  exculpation  of  my- 
self, was  before  the  committee  in  thirty-six  hours  after  its  first 
meeting,  I  was  compelled  to  wait  for  more  than  two  months, 
indeed  seventy  full  days,  before  I  got  a  public  report  exonerat- 
ing and  vindicating  me  from  the  charges.  If  I  had  asked  for 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  pending  matter,  I  sliould  have 
been  compelled  to  wait  its  necessarily  slow  action,  with  the 
charge  all  the  wliile  hanging  over  me,  undenied  and  unanswered  ; 
and,  pending  the  proceedings  of  an  investigation  which  I  had 
myself  asked,  propriety  would  have  forbidden  my  collecting 
and  publishing  the  decisive  proofs  which  I  have  now  submitted. 
For  these  reasons  I  have  deemed  that  the  shortest  and  most  ex- 
peditious mode  of  vindication  was  the  one  whicli  I  was  bound 
to  choose  by  every  consideration  of  myself  personally  and  of  my 
official  relations.  I  have  not  omitted  the  testimony  of  a  single 
material  witness  to  the  transaction  on  which  the  accusation 
against  me  is  based,  and  unlesss  I  misapprehend  the  sc()i>e  and 
force  of  the  testimony  it  leaves  no  charge  against  me.  In  any 
and  all  events,  I  am  ready  to  submit  the  whole  matter  to  tlie 
candid  judgment  of  the  House  and  the  country;  and  if  tlie 
House  thinks  the  matter  should  be  further  inquired  into,  I  l)eg 
to  express  my  entire  readiness  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power  to  make  the  investigation  as  thorough,  Jis  rigid,  and  as 
imi>ai"tial  as  possible. 

To  give  a  seeming  corrol)oration  or  foundation  to  the  story 
which  I  have  disproved,  the  alwurd  rumor  has  lately  appeared 
in  certain  newspapers  that  I  was  the  owner  of  from  -^100,000  to 
*2/>0,000  of  the  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smitli  Railroad  lx)nds, 
whicli  I  received  without  consideration,  and  that  it  was  from 
these  bonds  that  Thoniivs  A.  Scott  received  his  }i?7o,000.  The 
statement  is  gratuitously  and  utterly  false.  No  responsible 
author  appears  anywhere  for  this  unfounded  story,  but  in  dis- 
missing it  I  desire  to  make  the  following  explicit  statement : 
More  than  twenty-three  years  ago,  in  the  closing  days  of  Mr. 
Fillmore's  administration,  the  government  granted  to  the  Stiite 
of  Arkansas  some  public  lands  within  its  own  limits  to  be  a|> 
plied  to  the  construction  of  railroads  in  that  State.  The  Legis- 
lature of  Arkansas  incorporated  the  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith 
Railroad  Company  the  same  year,  and  gave  to  the  company  a 
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portion  n(  the  latidfl  it  had  ret-eived  from  the  general  govern- 
luont  to  lud  in  the  coDntructioii  of  the  road  —  about  five  Uioii- 
siuid  iKTLMt  to  the  mill-,  I  think.  But  the  comjmiiy  were  u»abt« 
U'  m'we  any  money  for  tlw  enlcrpritte,  though  they  mado  itw 
most  HtreiuKiuK  effurts,  and  when  the  war  bmko  out  in  18tJl  — 
I'ighl  ycai-a  aftur  tJie  Stntv  had  given  the  laiitls  tf>  thu  foiujiaDV 
—  not  a  mile  of  the  roail  was  built.  Of  oourae  ntithing  wiw 
done  during  the  war.  Aft«r  the  war  all  the  gnuils  of  luml 
pi-avioiisly  tnadu  to  the  Snuthom  StHl«H,  were  runewtM]  in  grow 
ill  the  MVHuou  of  IHfi-'t-^O.  The  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith 
Ciim]}any  again  receiveti  a  grant  from  tJie  State,  and  a^n  triinl 
t4i  raise  money  U*  huild  their  road;  hut  IRCii,  I86ti,  and  186' 
piUMcd  without  their  gt^liug  «  dollar.  Finally,  toward  the  close 
of  I8ti8,  a  company  of  Uiwton  gentlemen,  reprcsL-nting  cuIlsidt:^ 
ahle  capital,  undertook  its  ootuitruction.  In  niisiiig  thv  requisite 
incaus  they  placed  the  l>ond»  of  the  road  on  tlie  New  Knglaml 
market  in  the  Humnier  of  18)19,  offering  tliem  on  tennfl  which 
jtumuud  very  favorable  to  th<5  purohaMur,  and  otfuring  theinata 
time  when  investnientfl  of  thin  kind  were  fatally  popular.  In 
eomiBoa  with  hundreds  o£  utliex  people  in  Mew  Euglaud  wul 
other  parts  of  the  (Country,  I  bought  some  of  these  Imiids.  —  not 
ii  very  l;irj.'e  amount, —  paying  for  thum  at  precisely  the  same 
r;ile  ihiil  othcis  jniiil.  I  iiovur  iu^anl,  and  do  not  believe,  that 
thi-  l.itllc  IJiiik  riinipinn  —  whith  I  know  is  controlled  by 
hiijldy  liotmrabh-  loi-ii  —  t'Ver  i)artcd  with  a  bond  to  any  ]>en,(Jii 
t\i-i'pl  ;il  tlir  rii,'nhir  pnue  lixud  for  liieii- sale.  The  enterprise, 
though  a|i|i;nTiilly  vitt  proiiiLsing,  proved  uusucfes.sful,  us  so 
many  similar  |p|iijcils  did  about  tlic  same  time,  I  b>st  a  coii- 
sideralilr  Mini  of  timncy  (jivi-v  !?■_'( I. (I (KJ)  by  my  investuient,  ami 
I  |,ivsiii.ir  Nr«  Hh,;;hLtid  made  a  m-t  loss  of  *2.000,000  in  eoiii- 
[■\<-\\Uii  iImi  im;iiI  lur  A]k;iiis:is;is  slu-'has  hint  over  one  liundrei! 
iijllll.iii  \.\  similar  v.^ntoirs  West  ami  South  within  the  last 
iwrlM-  wMis.  Ill  ixMilicin  til  my  investment  In  the  Iwnds  I 
uiiiii'il  w  iili  uilu'vs  ill  raising  sunie  moni'y  for  the  L-oinpaiiy  when 
ii  iiivt  lis  lii-i  rni;iiiii;il  iniiiblt's.  I'roceediugs  are  now  pending 
in  III,,  (nil,. I  Still, 's  CiR^nil  Cmit  in  Arkansas,  to  which  1  am 
n     lmi-l\     nf    ir,L,nl.    lui     llir    irinilMn-s^nu'nl    of    lb.-     moUfV    ■':< 
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exchanged  them  for  stock  and  bonds  in  the  new  concern,  which 
I  still  own.  My  whole  connection  with  the  road  liius  been  open 
as  the  day.  If  there  had  been  anything  to  conceal  about  it  I 
should  never  have  touched  it.  Wherever  concealment  is  desir- 
able avoidance  is  advisable,  and  I  do  not  know  any  lietter  test 
to  apply  to  the  honor  and  fairness  of  a  business  transaction. 

As  to  the  question  of  propriety  involved  in  a  meml^er  of 
Congress  holding  an  investment  of  this  kind,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  lands  were  granted  to  tlie  State  of  Arkansas, 
and  not  to  the  railroad  company,  and  that  the  com[)any  derived 
its  life,  franchise,  and  value  wholly  from  the  State.  And  to  the 
State  the  company  is  amenable  and  answerable,  and  not  in  any 
sense  to  Congress.  Since  I  purchased  the  bonds  but  one  act  of 
Congress  has  passed  in  any  way  touching  the  subject,  and  that 
was  merely  to  rectify  a  previous  mistake  in  legislation.  1  take 
it,  when  any  security,  from  government  bonds  to  town  script, 
is  offered  at  public  sale  to  any  one  who  can  pay  for  it,  every 
American  citizen  is  free  to  buy.  If  you  exclude  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  investment  on  the  ground  that  in  some  secondary 
or  remote  way  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  affectcMl  or  may 
affect  the  value  of  the  article,  then  you  exclude  every  man  on 
this  floor,  not  only  from  holding  a  government  lx)nd  or  a  share 
in  a  national  bank,  but  also  from  owning  a  flock  of  slieej),  or  a 
field  of  hemp,  or  a  tobacco  plantation,  or  a  cotton-mill,  or  an 
iron-furnace ;  all  for  these  interests  are  vitally  affected  by  the 
tariff  legislation  on  which  we  vote  at  every  session,  and  of  which 
an  important  measure  is  even  now  pending  in  the  Conunittee 
of  the  Whole.  In  the  seven  intervening  years  since  the  Little 
Rock  and  Fort  Smith  bonds  were  placed  on  the  market,  I  know 
few  investments  that  have  not  l)een  more  affected  by  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress.  But  this  case  does  not  lequire  to  be 
shielded  by  any  such  comparisons  or  citjitions,  for  I  repeat 
that  the  Little  Rock  road  derived  all  it  had  from  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  and  not  from  Congress.  It  was  in  the  discretion  of 
Congress  to  give  or  withhold  from  the  State,  but  it  was  solely 
in  the  discretion  of  the  State  to  give  or  withhold  from  the 
Little  Rock  Railroad  Company. 

When  the  Little  Rock  road  fell  into  the  financial  troubles 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  there  were  certain  interests  connected 
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with  it  that  were  under  jfeculiHrly  premium;  ewban-af^stnent  and 
that  neeiioti  relief.  There  h&d  boeu  at  different  times  verycoft- 
Kidi>ru1ilu  Utlk  hIkiuI.  inducing  tlic  Atlantic  and  Pacific  niad  — 
which  un  ittt  suiithvni  bntnch  wiw  to  li«  a  coiiiiectjiig  line  lasl 
and  west  with  the  l^ittle  Itock  and  Fnrt  Smith,  and  the  Miv 
Houri.  Kiiniuut,  and  Texas  ma<l.  which  would  t>u  a.  i-iitintMiini^ 
line  boUi  north  nnd  south  Jit  the  [loint  of  junotiou  — -  to  aid  lUc 
Little  Kock  and  Kort  Smith  eiitcriiriMi  by  taking  some  of  ite 
securititM,  —  a  practice  very  eommnn  among  cunneuting  niHils. 
To  tjoth  these  pmuIk  the  oumplctioii  of  the  i..ittl«  Rock  mstd  was 
of  very  great  iin|iortjiiice.  Accordingly,  in  tlie  apriiig  of  t8~l, 
when  only  one  coupon  had  Iwen  ))a8S6d  hy  the  LitUv  Eturk 
Company  on  one  series  of  its  ImiuiIh  uud  none  ptbssetl  on  the 
othur,  and  when  there  wan  sanguine  hojie  of  getting  the  enter- 
prise on  it*  feet  again,  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Companj'  took 
one  hundred  thoUHnnd  of  its  bondfi  and  one  huiidreil  thousand 
of  itit  nUnV.  for  the  gross  Htim  (if  ^TU.OOU :  and  the  MiAsouri. 
Kiinnaa,  and  Texas,  if  I  remomher  correctly,  took  h;d(  the 
amount  ut  the  same  rate.  Tliis  wiw  done  not  for  tht;  coijiura- 
tion  it«e1f,  hut  for  nn  intemtt  largely  engaged  in  the  oonntruo- 
tion  of  the  niad.  With  the  oircumstanceH  attending'  the 
iiegtitiaiioii  wiili  the  Ailariiic  and  Pacific  road  I  was^-ntireiy 
furiiiliiir.  ami  willi  sevcr;il  of  ils  officors  I  have  long  l>een  well 
iu-qn;iiritL-d.  I  ;i!si.  kticw  nil  aUmt  the  negotiation  with  the 
Missciiiri.  Kurisas.  and  Texas  road.  Ihougli  I  never  to  my  kiiowl- 
edgf  saw  any  nf  its  ollicci-s,  and  never  had  an  irittTview  wilh 
any  of  ihi'iii  <ih  any  iiuliject.  Hut  in  the  Ciise  of  both  roads.  I 
dcsiii'  lo  say  that  tin;  bonds  sold  [o  them  did  not  l>elong  to  me. 
niir  did  I  have  one  dnUars  jHicuniary  interest  in  the  whole 
transai'liiin   with  either  eoiiijinny. 

The  iiil'ainiiiis  insiniialion,  made  in  certain  quarters,  that  I 
engaj^cd  to  iLsi;  loy  inlhiLOice  in  ('ongress  for  the  Atlantic  and 
Pai-ilic  load  and  also  for  the  Alissouri,  Kansas,  and  Texas  in 
coiisidf-raUiiii  of  tlifir  pnrchasing  these  securities,  liat-dly  meriu 
tioiii'P.  'I'll.' ollii'eis  and  liiri'etors  of  lK>th  comjianies,  so  far  as 
I  have  known  the  nne  and  heard  of  the  other,  are  high-minded. 
liuiinralil.-    ;„'i>iitk'nifn.   and    they    would     have     justly    spumed 
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stake  in  the  negotiation,  and  I  should  have  loved  infamy  for 
nfamy's  sake  had  I  bartered  my  personal  and  official  honor  in 
,he  transaction.  And  I  am  sure  that  every  man  connected  with 
5ither  company  would  repel  the  dishonoring  suggestion  as 
kvarmly  as  I  do  myself.  The  whole  affair  had  no  more  connec- 
ioii  witli  congressional  legislation  than  any  one  of  the  ten 
thousand  similar  transactions  that  are  constantly  occurring  in 
:he  business  world. 

Of  a  like  character  with  the  insinuation  just  answered  is  that 
Mrliieh,  in  an  iiTesponsible  and  anonymous  way,  attempte  to  con- 
lect  the  ownership  of  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith  bonds  with 
,he  legislation  of  last  winter  respecting  the  State  government  of 
Arkansas.  There  are  some  accusations  which  it  is  difficult  to 
•epel  with  sufficient  force  because  of  their  mixture  of  <absurdity, 
lepravity,  and  falsehood.  I  never  heard  this  stui)id  slander 
intil  within  a  few  days,  and  I  venture  to  say  there  is  not  a 
•esponsible  man  in  the  country  of  the  slightest  sense  who  can 
liscern  the  remotest  connection  between  tlie  two  things  that 
ire  alleged  to  have  an  intimate  and  infamous  relation. 

Let  me  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  briefly  summarize  what  I  have  pre- 
sented : 

First,  that  the  story  of  my  receiving  $64,000  or  any  other  sum 
>f  money  or  other  thing  of  value  from  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  in  any  form,  for  myself 
jr  for  another,  is  absolutely  disproved  by  the  most  conclusive 
testimony.  . 

Second,  tliat  no  bond  of  mine  wius  ever  sold  to  the  Atlantic 
\nd  Pacific,  or  the  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Texas  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  that  not  a  single  dollar  of  money  from  either  of  those 
3ompanies  ever  went  to  my  profit  or  benefit. 

Third,  that  instead  of  receiving  bonds  of  the  Little  Rock  and 
Fort  Smith  road  as  a  gratuity,  I  never  had  one  except  at  the 
regular  market  price,  and  that  instead  of  making  a  large  fortune 
>ut  of  that  company  I  have  incurred  a  severe  pecuniary  loss 
from  my  investment  in  its  securities  which  I  still  retain. 

I  can  hardly  expect  that  any  statement  from  me  will  stop  the 
i^ork  of  those  who  have  so  industriously  circulated  these  calum- 
lies.  For  months  past  the  effort  has  been  energetic  and  contin- 
lotis  to  spread  these  stories  in  private  circles.     Emissaries  of 
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slatider  havt>  viHited  thi?  cditorinl  nnrnw  of  leading  UepubUcui 
jiiiiwrs  from  BosUm  to  Oiimlm,  uml  whisjiured  of  rcvi?Ii«lion»  to 
uomo  ihutwurc  Um  terrible  even  to  lie  spoken  tii  loud  tnim. 
Atiil  lit  liutl  the  rcvelatiotifi  liave  Uiuii  tniulv  ! 

I  am  now.  Mr.  Spwikor.  in  thr  fimrteentb  yiiar  of  a  no^  inas- 
live  Burviotf  in  thin  Imll.  I  have  taken  and  hnvv  given  Howe, 
i  luiVH,  no  doubts  naid  many  thinpt  in  ibe  bt-at  nf  debate  wbicli 
I  woidd  now  gladly  rwcall.  1  have,  no  doubt,  jjivpii  voW 
wfiifh  ill  fulbtr  light  I  would  gla<lly  ohaiiRc.  But  I  havf  iiew 
done  iiiiytliing  in  my  intblic;  career  fur  wbidi  I  i-ould  be  pal 
to  the  faintest  blusb  in  any  presenre,  or  for  wliit-b  I  kk 
anawfir  tn  my  constitnentu,  my  comK-it'iicc,  and  tbe  grert 
Searcher  of  heart*. 

To  all  riKlit>thiiikin(;  men.  tlie  answer  wws  aiifllcii^iit ;  tJiv 
was  concluded.  The  most  caiiUotis  rafornier  wsa  of>n6tnuiuA' 
to  admil  that  "  Mr.  Klaini>  KtiindH  fully  acquittcJ  before  the  peo- 
pie,"  venturing  to  add  only  tlic  suggwttion  tliat  it  would  hava 
"  greatly  strengtliciieil  Mr.  Klnine'H  explanation  and  denial  if  bt 
could  liavo  Hubmitted  facta  ahowing  preoiMtly  to  wbom  or  for 
what  purpose  tbe  sum  of  tfi-LOOO  for  some  wortbletw  ArkauMi!' 
nuli-.M<l  Ih>[i.1s  wa.s  piiid." 

liul  lis  iliiiilit  was  iiiit  Ihe  lief-inning  of  tlie  iittaek.  rcfiitatiim 
Wiis  not  n<'<!.>ssarily  tlie  <']ii[.  Tint  point  wsis  not  to  disini.« 
<'l.ari,'.'s  wl.irli  mui.i  n.i!  In-  proved.  1ml  ti.  keep  alive  clmrjies 
«lii<-lilii.dl«-rii.lis|,iovL-ii.  until  aft.-r  the  meeting  of  tlie  National 
Ui'piililicari  Cotivciitioii  ill  .lone,  wbii^li  was  to  iioniiioite  a  can- 
.li.hUi-  for  llu-  picsideiKv.  This  niight  bu  iU<;oiiiplL^be.l  by  the 
u»-n-    instihition  of  a  .■ons'i-Msioiial  investigation,    wliieh  there 

was   lilli.'iilly   in   iiroinrinj^  from  a  Demoemtii;  House,     fin 

May  -  a  n-MilutiiiTi  Wiis  ailopte<l  instruftiiig  tbe  judiciary  t'oiii- 
iiiittn-  I.)  iiiijoii't-  if  any  such  tnmsaetioii  took  place,  and  if 
su,  whcibcr  the  traiisai'lion  was  from  corrupt  design,  and  wlio 
\M-ie  till.-  gnilty  pci-sons.  Mr.  Tarbrix,  i.f  Mjissachu.sett.s.  wlio 
lalli.Ted  lln'  nsi.liiliun.  bail  pirvioiisly  dislingnisbed  himself  liy 
KUriv|itiliMiisly  "lit.aiiiing  iitiil  using  in  the  House  the  text  of  Mr. 
Hlaiiif's  s|ii-ec!i  on  the  curreney  before  it  waa  delivered,  to  the 
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The  investigation  was  opened  on  May  loth.  It  may  I>e 
mentioned  as  indicative  of  the  level  of  Mr.  Blaine's  opponents 
that  on  the  same  morning  the  old  charge  of  Credit  Mobilier 
daj's  regarding  ttie  Kansas  Pacifio  bonds,  which  had  been  aban- 
doned iw  "  a,  cjise  of  brotherK,"  rea[>pe!ired  in  long  columns  of 
the  iiewmwipers,  rearranged  »»  a  freah  and  fatal  discovery.  A 
development  of  tiie  fatuity  of  malice  it  proved  to  be,  for  Mr. 
Stuart  trampled  it  to  a  second  death  five  days  after. 

Mr,  Blaine  was  present  at  the  investigation,  surrounded  by 
watchful  and  alert  friends,  as  well  as  by  eager  political  opiKi- 
nents ;  but  he  jwrmitted  nothing  to  escape  him.  Every  weak 
point  Wiis  Imtught  out  by  skilful  iiuestioii  or  pregnant  remark. 
All  the  material  facts  which  he  had  stated  to  the  House  were 
repeated  as  sworn  testimony  before  the  committee.  Mr.  Morton, 
ot  tiic  firm  of  Morion,  Bliss,  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Sidney  Dillon,  the 
president,  took  oath  to  the  purport  of  their  letters,  and  swore 
that  they  liad  never  heard  Air.  Blaine's  name  in  connection  with 
the  «64,'000. 

Mr.  Rollins,  who  hiwl  been  made  responsible  for  the  storj-,  sup- 
ported his  letter  by  his  oath,  but  admitted  that  he  might  at 
some  time  long  ago  have  said  that  the  bonds  were  Mr,  Blaine's, 
though  he  had  no  remembrance  of  saying  so,  and  not  the 
slightest  reason  for  thinking  so. 

Mr.  John  Scott  C.  Harrison  under  oath  knew  nothing  but  what 
Mr.  Rollins  had  told  him.  Mr.  Carnegie,  a  member  of  the 
Union  Pacific  and  of  the  executive  conmiittee,  who  transacted 
a  great  deal  of  President  Scott's  business  for  him,  testified  that 
he  had  never  heard  Mr.  Blaine's  name  in  connection  with  the 
«64,000. 

Crowning  allMh^  conclusive,  sufiicieut,  but  i"^dMt|fi''  twif.- ' 
moiiy  came  pi-^jBQElpstimony  in  the  sworn  stateid|IKiif'«|t<  ' 
Thomas  A.  S.j«it,  liWr.lllMifiJ.ono  Lirih.  Rn.-k  andj^m-'^fOA  " 
6<m^ii  iven-  A;.-,  f^iit.  fte  Had  nsnehed  Ufin  />■"•''■.  j'lr.  Josiak  Cald- 
well, who  "•<•.-:  "DHftrtM^Vty  tifi  DKuI,  Of^  -'.w/  Af  l"id  golil  them  to 
the  coinj'iiii'i  ■'!  a  hiftf-''    ''">"   ^/<^  un^'htt  ft^t^,  is  compensation 
_for  extraoi-'I'm-ain  »■<■>'■  ■  -  >---in].-,;;l  tiy^  roQtSi  fltf'"'"  president'. 

At  this  i>oiirt.Ml.  Ill-iiiiu  (.l^iiiicd  that  he  was  entitled  to 
liaye  judgmaafc^i*  tlie  *ii4,000  bonds.     Mr.  Lawrence,  the  only 
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member  of  the  fiu)>c(mimitt«e  who  li»!  not  been  in  the  reW 
ranks,  doclurcil  tliikt  Uie  iiivostigMtioii  hud  utterly  ftiili!)!  lu  put 
^ilt  on  Mr.  Blaiiiv.  tuid  ttmt  nu  »iispii-i<>ii  attMohvct  Ui  him. 

All  in  vaitt.  The  New  York  rniivention,  which  tiitd  met  >I 
SyracuM!  an  thi-  S-^tli  of  March,  hwl  cIovcIoim-iI  a  siiKpicion  lliai 
it  hclil  two  lllairiu  voU-a  for  evi^ry  Cuiikliiig  \u\k.  New  Honip' 
Bhire  had  sfHikeii  unmistakably  for  Blaiii«.  Tht?  rl«le);aiioDs 
continued  to  "come  in  for  Blaine."  The  inTestigation  ffimI 
gt.  on. 

Thi;  evidence  wa^  in.  All  that  remained  wax  bubblo,  whidt 
<-Hn.  doiilttleaa,  l«  found  in  the  chronicles  of  that  day  hy  all 
who  dosiro  it.  To  muHt  of  thin  Mr.  Blaine  lintened  wiUi 
varying  defies  of  diH^nNt  and  (^onU^nijil,  wliiuli  hn  wu«  ihU 
always  careful  to  nonneal.  The  testimony  bofom  thf  uonirnitue 
wuM  so  trivolouH  on  th«;  unis  mde,  so  conclusive  on  i\v'.  othei. 
that  no  reMon  appuared  for  not  hriaginf;  in  the  rcjKirt.  and  Mr. 
HJaine  was  juihlicly  congratulated  on  his  siiooessful  dcfcQce. 
exactly  as  if  a  just  report  had  Iwen  nrnderud. 

Thcro  rumuint-d  only  two  weeks  to  the  national  convention. 
The  Illinois  conventioD  was  overwbelmUigly  for  Blaiitei 
there  was  a  spontaneona  outbiurst  for  him  in  Missouri,  lak 
i>ri  .lunu  1st   l(.«'u  ilrHiiiwl   for  lUftiru-. 

'I'iiii'n*  Le^'un  In  Lie  ivhis|ic lings  in  tlie  underworld  tliitt  .Mr, 
Ultiiuc  niijjlit  1h!  ini|iliciUc(i  iu  imn-upt  legislatinn  witli  liie 
Ni.rth.Tn  WwWw  Hailniiid.  Mr.  Blaine  answered  simply :  "From 
(iixt  to  Uai  in  nU  the  Irgialiition  touching  Pacific  railroads,  I 
ni'vi-r  lind  an  interest  of  a.  |H'nny  in  one  of  them  nur  in  anynf 
their  hnuK^lics,  iliiodly  m-  indirectly." 

Mic  words  for  liriLstM  of  pri-y. 

A  tiniil  di'iidly  blow  wiw  heniided.  An  incriminating  letter 
(.'xiated.  WilncsHcH  were  coming  from  Boston  wlm  would  show 
nor  oi,l,  'lin(.  Mr.  Bliiine  w;is  impliuatwl  in  Northern  Paidfe 
liiiliery.  lint  timi  ''  -  had  bt^wi  the  owner  of  the  *»>4,000  boDife. 
Till'.-,!'  HitiR'sses  imive*!  t"  Im  Mr.  ElinhA  AftJFi;.  Mr.  Warren 
I'lshci',  itnd  Mr.  Jameii  Mulligan.  M~,  Atkrim  vas  a  director  of 
till'  l'riiii[i  Pacific  road.  With  :\lr.  lusher  Mr.  Blaine  W 
liL-L-n  uuimecti'd  in  Little  Hoek  and  Fort  Smiti,  and  some  olh« 
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o  be  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Blaine.  Mr.  Mulligan  had  once  been 
he  clerk  of  Mr.  Blaine's  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Jacob  Stanwood, 
n  Boston,  and  aftenvards  of  Mr.  Fisher.  With  Mulligan  Mr. 
)lainp  was  so  slightly  and  remotely  Jissociated,  that  when  on 
rfay  29  a  telegram  from  Boston  told  him  that  Mulligan  was 
►n  the  way  to  Washington  with  hostile  intentions,  and  a 
aember  of  his  family  asked  him  what  the  telegram  meant,  he 
►nly  answered  carelessly,  '*  I  am  sure  I  do  not  know !  " 

It  was  soon  reported  that  Mr.  Mulligan  had  private  letters 
rom  Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Fisher  during  the  time  when  they  had 
ommon  interests.  Mr.  Blaine  was  incredulous,  as  there  had 
>een  the  understanding,  frecpient  at  the  closing  of  business 
ransactions,  that  correspondence  should  be  destroyed.  It  was 
►f  no  special  importance,  and  Mr.  Blaine  had  left  the  arrange- 
nent  to  complete  itself.  He  promptly  sent  a  servant  to  their 
lotel  asking  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Mulligan  to  come  to  his 
lOUse.  Mr.  Fisher  came  alone,  and  u[)on  questioning  him  Mr. 
Elaine  learned  that  an  indefinite  num])er  of  his  letters  had  not 
>een  destroyed,  and  were  in  Mulligan's  possession  by  Mr. 
Wisher's  own  act. 

The  three  witnesses  appeared  before  the  committee.  The 
estimony  of  Mr.  Atkins  and  Mr.  Fisher  was  entirely  negative. 
Ifeither  knew  of  any  such  transactions  as  were  alleged.  Mr. 
if  uUigan  was  equally  uninformed,  except  that  he  had  understood 
ifr.  Atkins  to  say  that  seventy-five  bonds  went  from  Mr. 
31aine  to  Mr.  Scott  and  were  "  worked  off  upon  the  Union 
^acific ; "  but  he  knew  nothing  about  it  himself.  Mr.  Atkins 
estified  without  delay  that  he  never  said  it  to  Mr.  Mulligan, 
)ut  that  Mr.  Mulligan  said  it  to  him !  Mr.  Atkins  testified 
,lso  that  Mr.  Mulligan  had  a  grudge  against  Mr.  Blaine  — 
bought  Mr.  Blaine  did  not  treat  liim  right  many  years  ago  in 
he  settlement  of  the  estate  of  his  brother-in-law,  Stanwood; 
aid,  "  Mr.  Blaine  went  back  on  him." 

While  the  committee  was  hearing  this  testimony,  as  it  must 
»e  called,  Mr.  Blaine  sat  in  the  committee-room,  lost  in 
bought,  communicating  with  no  one,  every  feature  drooping, 
(resenting  to  the  observer  an  appearance  of  deep  melancholy. 
t  was  an  attitude  perfectly  familiar  to  his  intimates,  and  meant 
•nly    abstraction.       Often    when  thinking,    his  soul    seemed 
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drawii  away,  loavinfr  hU  face  inert,  vacanL  He  wm  ut1«rt; 
iinabla  til  ijowt  f«r  i-fTect,  nr  1<>  ooiigiilfir  how  he  was  appcarii^. 
In  »  uoiniTiilti-o  rn)w<l4:il  with  alert  foea  and  new8f^tl)f?ren>,  this 
chanp;  frtiiii  tiU  uHiial  iat«at  attention  was  alni'Mt  cmbarnt»inj; 
to  Ilia  frii^ii'lH. 

In  trutli  Mr.  Kliiitic  wai<  not  so  niw-li  iiiteretiteH  iu  tix'  tesli- 
miinyrir  in  tliu  noinmiltne.  ba  in  liis  own  loiters  so  tivanlicmus!} 
niam]mlateil. 

Ak  Koon  IU)  ho  hail  (k'cidci)  wliiit  to  do.  lie  quietly  Mt'unM)  an 
ailjournniniU  Hi»  i-oiirHi'  wiui.  im  alwayr*.  the  xtraiglttforwuil 
one.  Ah  Mulligan  would  not  umic  to  him,  ho  went  to  Miil< 
ligan.  and  tukixl  from  hirn  the  surrender  of  tlj«  letters,  llr.  ,i 
Mulli^in  rufiiHi-d.  Mr.  KInine  attem{>t?il  reasoning,  but  to 
that  Mr.  Mulli^^an  weu>  imporviouK.  He  ti>ok  ihu  pcutitiim  that  i 
the  private  letlcrx  of  a  pnlilic  man  are  iniltlic  tind  dof^gedly 
intiisted  tliHt  he  xhoiild  retain  tlie  letlem  and  puhlish  Ihcm  «t 
his  jilea«ure  either  before  or  aft*.T  the  tnvmtigatinn.  Mr.  BUine 
Hiiggeated  that  Mulligan  rvtiirn  them  t^i  Mr.  KiKlier,  wlio  vras 
present,  Hnd  who  alone  beitidea  himitelf  hocl  right  to  them.  But 
Mi*,  i'^aber  deuUned  to  receive  them,  Had  directed  Molligu  to 
give  thfni  to  Mr.  Rhiinc.  Mnllijjaii  derlared  that  "he  woiilS 
II. •!  jiivi-  tli.'iii  ii|.  1.1  (inil  Almi>;lilv  or  His  Father." 

\Vli.T,'n|.nii.  «illiuut  fiirlhor  parley.  Mr.  lilaini-  took  tlio  let- 
Irrs.  iMllin-  up..ii  Mr.  Fisliri- and  Mr.  Atkins  to  witness  Ins  i.tl. 

[{rliimiiiu'  liuni.-  lie  at  .nirr  sent  lor  t\v.>  tneiuUs  frem  tW 
Hull-.,,    jiid    rvi]urslr.l    tlu'ir   iii.spret i..ii   ».f   tlie    lettei^. 

'riir    iM-M    I niiii;    Mr.  MiilliLran    apiK-are-l    U-f.ire    llie  ci.tii- 

In  liis  null  i^'v.'l  ii.  111.-  iiurratimi.  Tlie  Deniocralie  element  in 
111.-  .-otiunln.-,-  Ui.-I  I.,  -el  ,il  III.'  .■oinurils  ..f  the  lettei-s.  Mr. 
Illiiiii.'  .1-111,111. 1. ■.!  t..  U-  L.Mi.l  l-f.nv  they  wont  into  his  pri^.il.' 
l.ii,>i>.  Ml,  lMv.'...f  ill.'  niiiu.iiu.  pr..te,sle.i  tliat  there  w;i.-  il' 
ml,.  ..t   \■A^^    l.v  ^^hi.ll   llir  m  itiiess '.-uiLld   l„-    iiHern.gated   at   liiis 

|...i.il    !..,-;inli„-    Ih,. U.|i..-   ..r    tlie    h'ttel^.       Mr.   Huiit.ilH.of 

\  ii-.^^iiii.i  I  \\;is  fianU  .■iimi^'li  |.i  admit  that  "this  e.inimittec  is 
lu.t  -,,v.-iii,-.|  l.v  ih.'  urdiiiarv  rules  .if  law,"  and  Mr.  MulUgaii 
"       "  i.h  Mr, 
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When  at  length  Mr.  Blaine  was  permitted  to  testify,  he  gave 
a  full  account  of  the  circumstances  attending  his  seizure  of  the 
letters,  pronounced  Mulligan's  detention  of  them  illegal,  took 
his  stand  on  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  and  declined  to  yield  the  let- 
ters to  the  committee.  He  informed  them  that  he  had  consulted 
friends,  should  submit  the  letters  to  counsel,  and  be  guided  by 
their  advice  ;  but  at  present  he  refused  to  yield  the  letters. 

The  next  morning  he  submitted  the  written  opinion  of  the 
Hon.  J.  S.  Black,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  Democrat,  and  Senator 
Matt.  H.  Carpenter,  of  Wisconsin,  a  Kepublican,  and  it  was 
read  in  conunittee. 

WASmNGTON,  June  2,  1876. 

The  Hon.  James  O.  Blaine  has  laid  before  us  fifteen  letters  >vritten  by 
him  to  Warren  Fisher,  Jr.,  between  th(j  years  1864  and  1872  inclusive,  and 
three  other  papers  in  the  same  packag«»  —  making  eighteen  papers  in  all  — 
which  he  informs  us  he  received  from  James  Mulligan  on  the  .-Hst  of  May, 
1876,  at  the  Riggs  House,  in  the  city  of  Washint^on.  We  have  carefully 
examined  these  letters  and  papers  at  Mr.  Blaine's  request,  with  intent  to 
ascertain  whether  they  relate  to  the  subje(!t-matter  which  the  Judiciar}' 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are  authorized  to  inciuirc  into 
by  resolution  of  the  House,  passed  May  2,  1876. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  letters  and  pai)ers  aforesaid  have  no 
relevancy  whatever  to  the  matter  under  in<|uiry.  We  have  no  doubt  the 
committee  itself  would  decide;  the  ciuestion  of  their  relevance  the  same 
way.  As  a  result  of  this  it  follows  that  Mr.  Bhiine  having  the  letters  and 
papers  in  his  possession  is  not  bound  to  surrender  them.  Referring  to  Mr. 
Blaine^s  private  aftaii*s,  and  b(»ing  wholly  ])eyond  the  range  of  the  investi- 
gation which  the  committees  is  authoriztid  to  make,  it  would  be  most  unjust 
and  tyrannical  as  well  as  illegal  to  <lemand  their  production.  We  advise 
Mr.  Blaine  to  assert  his  right  as  an  American  citizen,  and  resist  any  such 
demand  to  the  last  extremity. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  15lack, 

Matt.  II.  ('AKrENTKK, 

CounsiUors  at  Law, 

The  committee  were  at  tlieir  wits'  end.  Not  only  were  the  let^ 
ters,  from  which  they  had  expected  so  much,  in  Afr.  Blaine's  actual 
and  legal  possession,  with  no  means  in  siglit  by  which  he 
could  be  dispossessed,  but  there  was  this  irrefutable  evidence 
that  the  letters  were  not  relevant.  The  sulvconunittee  referred 
the  situation  to  the  Judiciary  ( -oinniittee,  on  Saturday,  June 
3d.     After  much  vain  attempt  to  jj^rapple  with  it  themselves, 


I 
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Mr.  Seott  Lord  proposed  to  bring  it  before  the  Hotuo  for  dcci- 
Bton  ;  but  his  projioBitioti  wan  vigoromdy  rejected,  one  meinba 
remarking  llmt  though  they  did  not  know  what  to  do,  tlisy 
knew  what  not  to  do,  nnd  that  was. "  not  to  have  Ulitine  cavort* 
iug  rouiiii  ou  tlie  floor  of  the  House."  After  protracted  and 
perplexed  discussion,  the  matter  was  iwHtiKtoi-d  to  TueaiUf, 
.'una  6th.  But  the  committee  gitvo  no  sign  lliai  they  wmU 
render  a  report.  The  ihret-  witJiv*ie«  —  Atkius,  Mulligan,  «id 
(.'i„|,cr  ^-  wen;  dischnrgfd,  and  by  night  it  became  known  thU< 
the  cnmniittec  would  not  bring  the  question  before  tJie  Houk. 

Thou  Mr.  Blaine  dfternnned  that  he  would.  The  onmmitM 
liiul  poatponed  uU  (.■.0[iRi<ieration  of  the  matter  till  Tiieadaj^ 
June  6tb.  Mr.  Blaine  resolved  to  euuitider  it  on  Monday,  JuM' 
&th.  After  the  morning  hour,  the  (ieneva  Awanl  1411  w«' 
in  order,  but  Mr.  Bliiine  claimed  the  floor  on  a  question  of 
privilege. 

A»  soon  as  the  word  "  Blaine  is  tip  "  went  throngh  Uie  Capi-- 
tol  the  gallerie-K,  the  aitileH,  the  floor  of  the   Mouse,  the  con 
dors  filled.    All  the  door-wiiya  wure  Inilging  out  with  men  wfl 
by  no  possibility  could  hear  tuiythiug  more  than  Uie  loimi  of^ 
voice  ami   the  swt^ll  "f  niiphuise  :  but  the  spirit  of  the  nociiHton 


lining'  hour  has  expired.  I  will  rise 
■ii/K-rr).  ■ —  The    iiioriiing    hour    has 


leld  tliftn   l-i 
Mr.  ISi.AiN 


Mr.   S|,e 


MSM-d  \n    the    iioTise: 


the  lid   day  of    May  tliis 


is  not  (k'Dteil  by  the  officers  of  the 
It  tli;it  uurporation  iliii,  in  liie  yesr 
liiiiii  lioiiils  of  tilt!  Little  Ruck  iDil 
liii'li  hoiiils  iIk'  .-;»iil  {.'nioii  IVilii' 
.11  l:ii-.>]j  in  rvcess  of  tlidr  lund 
<if   directors  oC    !s:iid   [■niiili  IVilf- 
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was  from  corrupt  design  or  in  furtherance  of  any  corrupt  object ;  and  that 
the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

That  resolution  on  its  face,  and  in  its  fair  intent,  was 
obviously  designed  to  find  out  whether  any  improper  thing  had 
been  done  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  ;  and  of 
course,  incidentally  thereto,  to  find  out  with  whom  the  transac- 
tion was  made.  The  gentleman  who  offered  that  resolution 
offered  it  when  I  was  not  in  the  House,  and  my  colleague  (Mr. 
Frye),  after  it  was  objected  to,  went  to  the  gentleman  and 
stated  that  he  would  have  no  olijection  to  it,  as  he  knew  I 
would  not  have,  if  I  were  present  in  the  House.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Tarbox),  to  whom  I  refer,  took 
especial  pains  to  say  to  my  colleague  that  the  resolution  was 
not  in  any  sense  aimed  at  me.  The  gentleman  will  pardon  me 
if  I  say  that  I  had  a  slight  incredulity  upon  that  assurance 
given  by  him  to  my  colleague. 

No  sooner  was  the  sul)-committee  designated  than  it  became 
entirely  obvious  that  the  resolution  was  solely  and  only  aimed 
at  me.  I  think  there  had  not  l)een  three  (juestions  asked  until 
it  was  obvious  that  the  investigation  was  to  be  a  personal  one 
upon  me,  and  that  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  or  any  other 
incident  of  the  transaction  was  secondary,  insignificant,  and 
unimportant.  I  do  not  complain  of  that ;  1  do  not  say  that  I 
had  any  reason  to  complain  of  it.  If  the  investigation  was  to 
be  made  in  that  pei*sonal  sense,  I  was  ready  to  meet  it. 

The  gentleman  on  whose  statement  the  accusation  rested, 
Mr.  Harrison,  was  first  called.  Ih*  stated  what  he  knew  from 
rumor.  Then  there  were  called  Mr.  Rollins,  Mr.  Morton,  and 
Mr.  Millard,  from  Omaha,  a  government  director  of  the  Union 
Pacific  road,  and  finally  Thomas  A.  Scott.  The  testimony  was 
completely  and  conclusively  in  disproof  of  the  ('harge  that 
there  was  any  possibility  that  I  could  have  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  transaction. 

I  expected  (and  I  so  stated  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  sub-committee)  that  1  should 
have  an  early  report ;  but  the  case  was  prolonged,  and  pro- 
longed, and  prolonged ;  and  when  last  week  the  witnesses  had 
seemed  to  be  exhausted,  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  be  told 
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that  the  roinmitteo  wuulrl  now  turn  t(i  invesCig^e  u 
of  thtt  Nurtheiii  Pao'iHc  Railroad  Company  on  »  newspaptf 
report  that  there  had  been  aoniH  offurt  on  my  part  with  a  (ricnd 
in  Booton  to  proi-urv  fur  liiiii  n  »hare  in  that  mad,  wliich  effort 
luid  proved  abortive,  the  money  having  been  returned.  1 
th«  honorable  ^[entlemaii  from  Virginia  cm  what  authority  ht 
had  made  thntinv(!8tif{atioii  —  not  that  I  nared  nitoutit 
him  to  be  aioiurvd  I  did  not ;  mid  th«  three  witneMtett  that  bs 
called  couhl  not  have  l>een  more  favorable  Co  me  wittiio  any 
ptMtibility.  But  I  wanted  to  know  on  what  authority  1  w»  U 
be  arraigned  before  the  country  upon  an  inveatifrnttou  of  thif 
kind  1  and  a  rcxulution  offered  in  Ihia  Hoiiae  on  the  SIsl  o( 
January  by  the  gentleman  from  Csiifnniia  (Mr.  I.uttrell) 
read  as  the  authority  for  invcMtifraliug  that  littlti  traiiaactim 
in  Ilofiton.  I  ask  the  Hnuae  to  bear  with  nie  while  I  read  t 
Homvwhat  lengthy  resolution: 

Whorou,  the  Mvnml  railroad  cuinpanitw  herelaalicr  nameil.  tn  wU; 
Niinhern  I'iK'ilii',  Iba  Kansas  IV-ili<:,  tlio  Union  rnrific,  iho  Caotnl 
or  Uio  Union  I'acUkt,  tlin  Wmtcm  I^i^ltlc,  thi-  SouUivm  {"ai^iac,  Un 
City  aiHl  Paoiflc.  the  Korthern  Pacific.  thi»  Tex«»  and  I^:lfto, 

I'arilii'  r..:i.l-  oi-  lii-aiich.'S  lo  hIiu-Ii  Ij.miU  nt  mlii^j-  -ul.-iilit-s  h»ve  bew 
;,'r!iii(i'<l  l>y  III.'  ^'i>viTiim.'nt.  Ikivp  r.>i-,-iv.-il  fnmi  iMr  I'Liit,-,!  StitM,  und*r 
III.-  11.1  .,f  Imii^t,..;-;  ,,f  July  I.  HlC'.  llif  :iil  of  M:ii-,-l,  :;,  1874.  an.l  llir 
^.>vlt:iI    :i.-I'^    ^iiil.'ii<I:i 

iHlt..HJ.I.(H«> 


;.l..vy    lli.'iv.r.    11. 

n.-y    .-iil,siili..s     :u.«,i.iiitinj:    lu    over 

ilj>ii)i.'~  Miii.iiiDiiii 

t.i  ,iv«T    l.'-.'U.INJO.fHilt    :i.'!>-s   of  111* 

i^r  1„  $- — _,  :ui,l  inlei-fst  :ini..iinl- 

III  III.'  iMn~lriiMliii 

i.f  tl.,.ii-  -i-vi'iiil  iMjuis  ;   iin.l  wlion* 

JMT  I)l:ll   III.'  <^-.f\ 

11. lent  :iii,l  |i>'.>|ilc  shoiili]  unil.Tslai.J 

k,.\~mA  III.' .lisp.. 

lii>i.  n.aiii:  l.y  suc-h  ciiitipiinics  iii  tl.r 

■    .■u;l,l.s    of    III,'    ■.» 

«i,li.'^  Sr^iiitfil  ljy  Die  giiveriimwit: 

Ii:lI    III.'  .lluli.'i:u-\ 

(■■.mminc^  bt'  ami   are   hereby  in- 

i/...i     I.I      iM.,llilV     i 

U.'  ami  i'i!|.,.l-l  In  tliis  lloiist-,  fir* 

1    r:utl'..:l.|    .'.>lli]>:i 

i.s  l.ei'1'it.ln'f.irc  iiamtHi,  or  any  of 

.■,iilr..;iiU  iitiil  lek-graph  lines,  full; 

i'<|lliri'll..'l.l.-    '.r    l;l 

V  ^I'atKiiig  TUfiiiey,  bomls,  ami  laii'l 

)i   .''iii>)i:.i.ii'~   ill    ll 

'  i'cui-(mc'tii)M  of  their  riiilroa.l*  an,l 

..1,1,  m1.,-i1i.t  til,. 

i;v,'i;il  i;iili-oa,l  coinimiiics  or  any  "1 
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government  have  been  properly  applied  by  said  companies  or  any  of  them 
in  the  construction  of  their  road  or  roads ;  third,  whether  the  several  rail- 
road companies  or  any  of  them  have  forfeited  their  land  subsidies  by  failing 
to  construct  and  equip  their  road  or  roads  or  any  portion  of  them  as  re- 
quired by  law ;  and,  fourth,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  several  Pacific  railroads  or  any  of  them,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  shall  have  full  power  to  send  for  pei*sons  and  papere,  and,  after 
thorough  investigation  shall  have  been  made,  shall  report  to  this  House 
such  measure  or  bill  as  will  secure  to  the  government  full  indemnity  for 
all  losses  occasioned  by  fraudulent  transactions  or  negligence  on  the  part  of 
said  railroad  companies  or  any  of  them,  or  on  the  part  of  any  corporate  or 
construction  company,  in  the  expenditures  of  moneys,  bonds,  or  interest, 
or  in  the  disposition  of  land  donated  by  the  government  for  the  construction 
of  the  roads  or  any  of  them  or  any  portion  thereof,  and  for  the  non-pay- 
ment of  interest  lawfully  due  the  government,  or  any  other  claim  or  claims 
the  United  States  may  have  against  such  railroad  company  or  companies. 

Tliat  resolution  embmces  a  very  wide  scope.  It  undoubtedly 
embraces  a  great  many  things  wliich  it  is  highly  proper  for  the 
government  to  look  into ;  but  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
California  who  offered  that  resolution  will  l)e  greatly  surprised 
to  find  that  the  fii*st  movement  made  under  it  to  investigate 
what  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  has  done  was  to 
bi-ing  the  whole  force  of  that  resolution  to  find  out  the  circum- 
stances of  a  little  tmnsaction  in  Boston  which  never  became  a 
transaction  at  all.  I  asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  how 
he  deduced  his  power.  Well,  he  said,  it  would  take  three 
months  to  go  through  the  whole  matter,  but  in  about 
three  months  it  would  reach  this  point,  and  that  he  might  as 
well  l)egin  on  me  right  there.  He  l)egan ;  and  three  witnesses 
testified  precisely  what  the  circumstanc.'es  were.  I  liad  no 
sooner  got  through  with  that,  than  I  was  advised  that  in  another 
part  of  the  Capitol,  without  the  slightest  notice  in  the  world 
being  given  to  me,  with  no  monition,  no  warning  to  me,  I  was 
being  arraigned  before  a  committee  known  as  tlie  Real  Estate 
Pool  Committee,  which  was  originally  organized  to  examine 
into  the  affairs  of  the  estate  of  Jay  Cooke  &  (\).,  and  whose 
jx)wer8  were  enlarged  on  the  third  day  of  April  by  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Whereas,  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  A.D.  1876,  the  House  adopted  the 
following  resolution : 


S^ti 
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"  RtMAvf-d.  Thai  a  spedal  comuiUcc  of  Gi-n  mtunbcr*  of  tJiI*  Hoom,  ta 
iMi  soIocUhI  Uy  thu  SixtcLkcr,  bd  A|)|Mlnt»<l  to  InijuirB  iulo  tbe  uaiure  uul 
lilMtury  r)f  Mdd  rvKl-eiilata  ptrnl  aaA  the  charactar  of  u)<l  ^pttlMiMiit,  «itJi 
the  amount  of  |iro|)eny  tiivolvvd,  in  whk-h  Jay  CckAo  dfc  Cn.  wptr  In- 
teroateil.  an<t  tln^  nniminl  yaAA  or  tn  be  piiiil  In  st-ltl<*Rietii,  wiih  {Mwirta 
Mind  Fur  p«ra«u>  utnl  |)upirr9  tuiil  rvinrt  tn  thix  Ilnuan/'     ThFrvfi>n>, 

Bt  il  rrMiittl,  1'hiit  -utlij  ciimmltlee  be  fuiUier  authorU«I  and  diraieil  tu 
likewiM  iHVeaUgalt.'  uny  anil  all  matters  tuudiing  the  onciit]  luiscnndacl 
of  any  offloeiv  of  the  j^vemuieut  nf  the  Unlunl  Sialui  At-  of  ntiy  memlwr  of 
tlif!  pras^nt  (>tngnt«ii  of  thr  1  'olItHl  Ktutis*  which  may  cnmo  to  tii«  ktiovl- 
nIgL-  uf  naid  immtuitU'ii :  I'rovuUd,  Tllut  Uii»  nwiluliun  ihall  not  alTwt  an; 
aucJi  n)BtI«r  now  bving  Invrwtlpitwl  byanyiiher  mmiitlltee  (inilprikiitliorii} 
of  citlior  IlnUHi  of  C»titcrti»;  anil  for  tbii  [lurpuao  «i!i]  <nroiula«<«  shill 
luivii  tlia  Mamn  powers  to  sent]  fur  piTsons  aiid  papen  aa  roufumil  br  aH 
original  ivsotuilon. 

They  hegan  im  inveHtigution,  which,  I  am  credibly  informed. 
and  I  think  the  ctnviniiAU  uf  Ihnt  cuuitiiittvi.-  will  not  deny,  was 
s|moit!tially  aimed  at  me.  I  had  no  noUet!  of  it,  not  thu  tvmot- 
est ;  DO  uii{<ortuiiily  t«  Iki  confmtitBd  with  witnesses.  I  had  ii» 
idea  that  aiiy  suc-li  lliing  wax  gintig  on,  tiot  the  idight«Kt  So 
that  ou  three  diatinct  charges  I  waa  being  iovcutigated  at  the 
same  time,  and  havitip  nn  opportunity  to  meet  any  one  of 
llifiii ;  and  1  llll.l^■l^t:lT1d.  llmuj^li  I  wiis  nut  present,  ttiat  llie 
jjfntk'iiKiii  liiitii  \'ir^riiii:i  li;is  iliis  nioiniiij:;  introdueiHl  it  foiirtli. 
to  lind  .'lit  sniuvlliiii;;  ;il>niit  il.e  Kans;is  I'a.'ific  iunn.ail.  a 
Ir.iiisiK'lixii  lil*l<<'ii  MMi<  mI.I,  if  il  i'\<'i' cxisti'd.aud  h:is  suiiiini>im) 


V.    1    s;n      -an 

1        I       Sll, 

.'    it     iMildiy  —  th;it,     under    tln-^ 

.l,„.^v,.,s   ,„i„ 

\r-li;,ral 

I'iii-itic  niiliiiads  and  tlieir  tmiis- 

s.  Ilu-  wlii.l,-   r} 
t   in,':   ;.na    1   vv 

ml  llial 

u  il  ;    l>l 

f  Iliis  i.-rtniiiiitl('e  is  aimed  [Hitsoii- 
lo  In;  uinleisliiod  hy  tlio  country, 
t  i  wiuU  ymi  I.y  name  t^i  organize 

nnitU'.'   l.i   iiivi 

-tiuMl'' 

lames  (i.    Itlaiiie.      I  want  to  meet 

i.-liiiii  sijiiaii'l 

.      Tlia 

is  tli.^  wlinle  aim  and  intent ;  and 

'i.ll.'nian  finni 

Viru'idi, 

iMr.  Iliintun')  and  the  gentleman 

K.iilu.kv    (M 

.    Knutl 

(  will  iiardciii  nie   for   saying   that 

!lii>  inv>lii:.it 

""  '^''^ 

..lU'anized  1  felt  that  such  was  tfe 
1    uill   not    fmtli.M'    miike    x^,-<oKi\ 
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been  known  that  there  are  gentlemen  in  this  hall  whose  feelings 
were  peculiarly  exasperated  toward  ine.  And  I  beg  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
to  remember  that  when  this  matter  affecting  me  went  to  his 
committee,  while  there  were  seven  Democratic  member's  of  that 
committee,  he  took  as  the  majority  of  the  sub-committee  tlie 
two  who  were  from  the  South  and  had  been  in  the  rebel  army. 

Then  when  the  investigation  began,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  who  conducted  it  insisted  under  that  resolution, 
which  was  obviously  on  its  face  limited  to  the  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollar  transaction  —  the  transaction  with  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  —  he  insisted  on  going  into  all  the 
affairs  of  the  Fort  Smith  Railroad  as  incidental  thereto,  and 
pursued  that  to  such  an  extent  that  finally  I  had  myself, 
through  my  colleague,  Mr.  Frye,  to  take  an  appeal  to  the  whole 
committee,  and  the  committee  decided  that  the  gentleman  had 
no  right  to  go  there.  But  when  he  came  back  and  resumed  the 
examination,  he  began  again  exactly  in  the  same  way,  and  was 
stopped  there  and  then  by  my  colleague  who  sits  in  front,  not 
as  my  attorney,  but  as  my  friend. 

When  the  famous  witness.  Mulligan,  came  here  loaded  with  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  Fort  Smith  road,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  drew  out  what  he  knew  had  no  reference  whatever  to 
the  question  of  investigation.  He  then  and  there  insisted  on 
all  of  my  private  memoranda  being  allowed  to  be  exhibited  by 
that  man  in  reference  to  business  that  had  no  more  connection, 
no  more  relation,  no  more  to  do  with  that  investigation,  than 
with  the  North  Pole. 

And  the  gentleman  tried  his  l)est,  also,  —  though  I  l)elieve 
that  has  been  aliandoned,  —  to  capture  and  use  and  control  my 
private  correspondence.  This  man  had  sele(*ted,  out  of  corre- 
spondence running  over  a  great  many  yt»ars,  lettei-s  which  he 
thought  would  be  peculiarly  damaging  to  me.  He  came  here 
loaded  with  them.  He  came  here  foi*  a  sensation.  He  came 
here  primed.  He  came  here  on  that  })articnlar  eri-and.  I  was 
advised  of  it,  and  I  obtained  those  letters  under  circumstances 
which  have  been  notoriously  scattered  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  are  known  to  everybody.  I  have  them.  I  claim  I 
have  the  entire  right  to  those  letters,  not  only  by  natural  right, 


BlOfJHAPfir    OP   JAMBS    II.     HLAIXK. 

but  upou  111!   liie  |irewcientfl  and  principles  nf  law.  as  the  man 
wlio  li«lil  ihrwp  letters  in  possossioii  held  them  wrotifjfully.   The 
committee  that  attempted  to  take  tliose  tctl«r»  fnim  tJiat  man  ^ 
f<ir  UM*  agniiist  me  prooeedett  wrongfully.     They  procooded  in   , 
all  buhlnesf*  u>  a.  m.wt  dufiaiit  violation  of  the  ordinary*  privaM  I 
mid  personal  tiffhw  which  l>elong  tn  every  Auierkwi  uitiwMi,  and  | 
I  w!ui  willing  t<i  «und  and  meet  the  Judiciary  CommiUeeen  ] 
thi»  tUK>r.     I   wanted  them  to  introduce  it.     I  wan  I4m1  the  g 
Uenittii   from    Kentucky  and    the  gentleman   from   Virginia  to 
intrnducu  that  ipieNlion  upon  this  floor,  hut  tlwy  did  not  do  it 

Mr.  Knott  (in  hia  seat). —  I  know  you  did. 

Mr.  Hi,AiSK.  —  Very  well. 

Mr.  Kn<iTT.  —  I  know  you  want«?d  to  lie  ittadv  a  niartyr  »■!■ 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  B1.AIKK.  —  And  you  did  not  want  to,  and  there  is  tlm 
difforwioe.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  I  go  a  little  furllier; 
you  did  not  dare  to. 

Mr.  Kn"TT.  —  We  will  talk  about  that  hereafter. 

Mr.  Bi^lNK.  —  I  wanted  lo  meet  that  ijuestion.  I  wmitwl 
tu  invoke  all  the  power  you  had  in  thui  Uouso  uii  tliat  qutftim. 
I  repoHt,  the  Judiciary  Committee,  I  understand,  have  aha»-  ^ 
•  loiifcl  i)mI  isviii-  ii.^r^iiiist  tjic.  1  stonil  up  and  dci'liiicd.  not  uiily 
on  III.'  .ninhiMnn  ,.{  un  own  mind,  lint  hv  entinrnt  1.-<r.il 
uiisirr.  I  u.,s  M;uiiliii-'lH'liinii  lilt'  li-lils  wlii.'li  U-l.-n.,' ' !■■ 
,.v,n  Aiiirii.  .Ill  ,ili/,.ii.  and  if  llirv  waiile.l  lo  Kvut  tli,-  iiii.-- 
lion  ill  nn  |,.TSMn  aiiwvlivif  in  llu-  Ic-isUlivt-  luills  or  jndi,  i.i! 
li.dls     I      «.|.<     lr.ul^.        -I'Il-ii    lli.Tr    W.'nt     forth     .-V.Tywh.Tc-    ih^ 

ii|.':i    ;iii<l    iiii|iii>siiiiL    ihal    U'lMiist-    1    would    not     permit    llial 


,1     |,,,.VL., 

,c.m-.<|,. 

It,  fniiii   hoklins  as  ,. 
.ridcii.-t-,  tiler.-  jmu-t  It 

.l>-«lra, 
Ills  llm.i 

■tivc  to  iiiv  i-i'imtatiMii. 
—  ai.cl    ail    gemli-mrti 

iHt-ri  of 

allairs,  wliose  lmsiik->? 

i»e    hm 

U'fii    large — I  wouM 
lal  tell    me   tliat    l,e  is 

.1  ci^'lit 

nrtespoiuleiiee  scaiinr.l 
iir  leuveura.      1  „„uM 
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a  man  will  protect  his  private  correspondence  ?  No,  sir ;  it  is 
the  first  instinct  to  do  it,  and  it  is  the  last  outrage  upon  any 
man  to  violate  it. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  say  that  I  have  defied  the  power  of  the 
House  to  compel  me  to  produce  those  letters.  I  speak  with  all 
respect  to  this  House.  I  know  its  powers,  and  I  trust  I  respect 
them.  But  I  say  this  House  has  no  more  power  to  order  what 
shall  ])e  done  or  not  done  with  my  private  correspondence  than 
it  htus  with  what  I  shall  do  in  the  nurture  and  education  of  my 
children  ;  not  a  particle.  The  right  is  as  sacred  in  the  one  case 
as  it  is  in  the  other.  But,  sir,  having  vindicated  that  right, 
standing  by  it,  ready  to  make  Jiny  sacrifice  in  the  defence  of  it, 
here  and  now,  if  any  gentleman  wants  to  take  issue  with  me  on 
behalf  of  this  House,  I  am  ready  for  any  extremity  of  contest 
or  conflict  in  l)ehalf  of  so  sacred  a  right.  And  while  I  am  so,  I 
am  not  afraid  to  show  the  letters.  Thank  God  Almighty, 
I  am  not  afraid  to  show  them.  There  they  are  (holding  up  a 
package  of  letters).  There  is  the  very  original  package.  And 
with  some  sense  of  humiliation,  with  a  mortification  that  I  do 
not  pretend  to  conceal,  with  a  sense  of  outrage  which  I  think 
any  man  in  my  position  would  feel,  I  invite  the  confidence  of 
forty-four  million  of  my  countrymen  while  I  read  those  letters 
from  this  desk. 

He  was  hardly  permitted  to  finish  the  sentence.  The  tense  listen- 
ing broke  into  applause  prolonged,  insuppressihle  —  applause 
that  widened  in  great  waves  through  the  land  as  the  wires 
flashed  the  words,  "  Blaine  is  reading  the  lettei-s." 

It  was  afterwards  rememl)ere(l  as  characteristic  of  Mr.  Blaine 
that  in  taking  his  countrymen  into  his  confidence  he  had  not 
reckoned  them  according  to  the  last  census,  but  had  allowed  for 
the  subsequent  increase  of  the  population  ! 

A  slight  explanation  prefaced  the  reading  of  each  letter. 
Referring  only  to  matters  long  past,  of  no  present  or  public  in- 
terest, their  unsensational  character  gave  a  distinct  relief  to  the 
strained  attention  of  the  audience.  But  it  was  noted  that  the 
letters  revealed  one  thing  which  Mr.  Blaine  had  withheld.  He 
had  told  the  truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth.  He  had  said 
enough  to  justify  himself,  but  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to 
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gldrify  hiuwelf.  Tlie  l(^U«rs  certified  more  thiui  his  hcmesiy  m 
his  tioniir.  —  hin  tiia^ntiriimity.  They  ehowod  iJial  wlien  Uk 
Fort  Sinitli  uiileqiriM  proved  lutKUurciwrul  he  not  tmiy  met  hit 
own  litKK,  bur  uHSumed  Uir  losseK  of  *■  thfjse  innocvDl  {m'tsoijh 
who  invested  ou  ray  retjuetiU"  Twn  of  ht"  friend*,  Hmi.  Abnei 
Coburii  mill  Mr.  Charltw  B.  Hniwltitie,  a  staunch  Democmt, 
refilled  to  a<^e4'[)t  raiiiibiirKeilient,  on  the  groand  ttmt  it  wiu  i 
liniiacial  venture  and  that  tuirh  mnn's  rink  w»»  hU  owii-  Bui 
Mr.  Bluino  wnidd  not  himwlf  apply  that  priiioii>le. 

At.  the  ooiicliision  of  tJie  remling  he  wi-nt  on  : 

"  ]  do  not  wish  to  dutiiiti  Xiw  IIousv,  bvit  t  have  one  or  two  m»re    J 
ulwvrvHtioiiH  tt>  make.     The  itiiecilic  rliarg(>  that  went  to  tht'  cony  M 
mittee  of  whioh  th«t  hoiiurablc  ^rBntlumnn  from  Virginia  is  chl^^  H 
niau,  so  far  as  it  affecU  mv,  nils  whether  I  wan  a  j>iti-ty  in  interest  1 
U>  i\w  si  xty-foiir  tiiouitaiid  dollar  transactimi ;  and  1  submit  thiil      ' 
u\>  to  this  time  there  has  iml  beou  one  imrticle  of  proof  bcfi'O'  the 
committee  suslitining  that  uliar}^.     (U^iiUemcn  have  said  wbiil 
they  bad   hearil  someb'tdy  else   say.  and  generally  when  Ui&i 
somcliody  uW  was  brought  on  iIjc  stand  it  apptmred  thnt  he  did 
not  say  it  at  all.    Col.  Thomtu  A.  Scott  swore  very  positively     ' 
and  didtinctly  under  the  most  ripid  eross-exami nation  all  ainut  it.  ^ 
l.otiiie  cull  Jillciiliiiti  til  that  letter  of  mine  which  Mulligan  says 
rrfors  tci  [hit.      I  ;isk  vniir  iittuiitiiui.  gentlemen,  as  closely  as  if 
ynii  wene  a  jiin.  wliile    I  shuw  tiie  alisnidily  of  thiit  statement- 
It  is  in  fviilVrii  I-  llial.  with   tin-  cxL-C].tit>n  of  n  small    fi-acti,^ii. 
the  iH.nils  which  were  solil  in  jiarties  in  Maine  were  tirst-mort- 
,<;iii,'i'  1k>ii<Is.      Ii  is  in  evidence  over  and  over  ag.iin    that    the 
lionils  wliirli   went  1(1  the   riiioii   I'acilic  load  were  lan<l-graiU 
l-wids,     Thcrefnie  il  is  :,   ntoral   inipos-sihilily  the    bonds  taken 
n|>  tn  M^iiiie  shnni.l   liave  g'lne   to  tiie    I'nion  I'acitii;    Riiilroad. 
They  «etr..f  dilleienl   series,  ilifTerent  kinds,  different  colors, 
cveiytliiiii,'   dillcreiil,     -  ii>    liilVerciit  ;is    if   not    issued  within  a 
thousarid    iiiiK^s  uf   each  ntlier.     So  on   it,s  face    it   is    shown   it 


uld  I 


I  be 


■riici-, 


1.1  . 


y.  one  pwitive  piece  of  testimony  in 
111  Arkansas  to  get  soiue  hearsay 
Hoston   to  get  wome  heai-sav.     Mul- 
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heard  my  name  in  the  matter.  Carnegie,  who  negotiated  the 
not€,  never  heard  my  name  in  that  connection.  Rollins  said 
it  wa«  one  of  the  intangible  rumoi-s  he  spoke  of  as  floating  in 
the  air.  Gentlemen  who  have  lived  any  time  in  Wiishington 
need  not  be  told  that  intangible  rumors  get  considerable  circu- 
lation here ;  and  if  a  man  is  to  be  held  accountable  before  the 
bar  of  public  opinion  for  intangible  rumors,  who  in  the  House 
will  stand? 

^*  Now,  gentlemen,  those  lettei*s  I  have  read  were  picked  out  of 
correspondence  extending  over  fifteen  yeai-s.  The  man  did  his 
worst,  the  very  worst  he  could,  out  of  the  most  intimate  busi- 
ness correspondence  of  my  life.  I  ask,  gentlemen,  if  any  of 
3'ou  —  and  I  ask  it  with  some  feeling  —  can  stand  a  severer 
scrutiny  of  or  more  rigid  investigation  into  your  private  cor- 
respondence ?     That  was  the  worst  he  could  do." 

He  paused.     The  silence  was  expectant. 

"  There  is  one  piece  of  testimony  wanting.  There  is  but  one 
thing  to  close  the  complete  circle  of  evidence.  There  is  but  one 
witness  whom  I  could  not  have,  to  whom  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, taking  into  account  the  great  and  intimate  connection 
he  had  with  the  transaction,  was  asked  to  send  a  cable  de- 
spatch, —  and  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  if  that 
des{)atch  was  sent  to  him  ?  " 

"  Who  ?  "  suggested  Mr.  Frye,  in  an  undertone. 

"  Josiah  Caldwell." 

Mr.  Knott  responded  blandly,  "  I  will  reply  to  the  gentleman 
that  Judge  Hunton  and  myself  have  both  endeavored  to  get 
Mr.  Caldwell's  address,  and  have  not  yet  got  it." 

Then  came  the  unexpected  and  upsetting  question  from  Mr. 
Blaine,  "  Has  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  received  a  despatch 
from  Mr.  Caldwell?'' 

The  House  was  breathless. 

"I  —  will  explain  that — directly,"  replied  Mr.  Knott. 

"  I  want  a  categorical  answer,"  demanded  Mr.  Blaine. 

"  I  have  received,"  gasped  Mr.  Knott,  "  a  despatch  purporting 
to  be  from  Mr.  Caldwell." 

«  You  did  !  " 

"  How  did  you  know  I  got  it  ?  "  asked  Mr.  Knott  in  the  very 
fatuity  of  surprise. 
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"  Whin  did  you  (fct  it  ?"  ([uextionod  Mr.  RUiiie,  sternly.  "I 
want  lli«  gt>iitl«iiuiii  fi-oiii  Kuiiliicky  to  answiT  wlicii  hii  gnliL" 

"  Answer  my  i(iieHti<m  firat,"  i»aiTie(i  Mr.  Kimtt, 

"I  never  huard  of  it  until  ywtcrdny." 

"  How  did  yoit  lieiir  it/" 

Mr.  Blaine  thrusl  anvXv  the  frivolouH  i]ni>Htinnitig,  and  for  nil 
answer  townri'd  down  Uio  *isle,  Iwlding  bigh  a  deapat^h  in  lus 
uplifted  hand,  and  xtaiidinj;  in  tlm  open  »|>acf  in  fmot  of  tJie 
Speaker,  in  full  view  of  the  wholo  assembly,  in  tlie  very  fuix  ol 
Mr,  Kuott  he  pmtiounciMl  willi  dulil)orat«  intciuie  distinctnem : 

"  Vou  gtit  A  dewjiatch  Uwt  I'hiiixlay  nmrning  »t  eight  o'clock 
from  JflHiKh  Caldwell  <uniipl«tely  and  abanlutoly  exunvmtJiig 
inc  from  this  cimrg*'.  —  and  ffou  have  »iti>pre.»ged  it  /  " 

Thont  wa»  one  instant  of  silence.  Then  went  up  from  the 
gn'Ht  oongrcgation  sut^h  a  tionnd  a»  never  tlione  IihIIk  hiul  iiritnl 
Iwfore.  It  wtt«  not  a,  xhouU  not  ii  tlieor.  but  rather  a  cry,  the 
primal  inartiRnlaU^  voiutt  of  all  sonlx  fu.s«d  in  one,  a  victariuiu 
voice  of  horror,  anger,  oxultatinu,  triumph :  rising,  sweUiug, 
Htnkiug,  renowing  in  au  ccstfuty  that  could  nut  end. 

The  House  atmply  went  to  pieces.  The  vast  Audience  dis- 
solved into  individual  human  beings  abandoned  to  indiridnal 
expression.  Fur  liftci'n  Tuiimtf.s  nothing  I'lse  was  ilono.  Il 
Mt'ornc'l  ,is  if  Tiniliiiii,'  ,.|s..  ..v.T  wi.nlil  l.y  done.  Tiie  Speaker  is 
r<-p.irlr<l  to  hiivc  rM.-il  to  onli-r.  hut  onlv  tlie  rrpdrter.s  hcanl 
him.  II,-  is  said  lo  have  .uiniihiiiied  piti-oiisly  ihat  he  w;i,s  imt 
n's|.<.nsil.|<Mh;it  llir.lMoi-keeii.-fsliadlel  in  upon  the  fluor  nvi,-e 
as  .lMllvvisir..r^  a>  liiere  were  iiiemlKMs.  and  that  the  IIiulm; 
wniil,l  Ur  ,  Iraiv.l  if  \hr  a[-iil:.Lise  was  n-pealcd  ;  but  the  ai>]ilaLi>e 
was  rr[>iaU'<l  at  will,  ami  tin  uiie  left  till  iie   elios,-  t<>  go. 

Mr.  niaii.e  at  leii-tl.  roj-e  and  offered  a  re.saliition.  tiie  mwt 
.'xlra..i.linar>    perlia[is  that  was   ever  offere.l    in    a    I.eirislative 


I  ta,-t.  put  the 


(in  Ihi' .luiliciarj- be  instructed  to  report 
I  aiiiiiK  iinikr  tlic  cL'soluMon  of  the  Unufe 
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a  reply  thereto.  And,  if  so,  to  report  said  telegram  and  reply,  with  the 
date  when  said  reply  was  received,  and  the  reasons  why  the  same  has  been 
suppressed. 

"  And  after  that,"  suggested  Mr.  Blaine,  rapidly,  "  add  '  or 
whether  they  have  heard  from  Josiah  Caldwell  in  any  way.' 
Just  add  those  words,  *  and  what.'  Give  it  to  me  and  I  will 
modify  it ; "  and  seizing  a  i>en  he  swiftly  scratched  in  the  words, 
called  the  previous  question  on  the  resolution,  and  with  another 
wild,  long-continued  applause  from  floor  and  gallery,  the  House 
adjourned  and  the  audience  slowly  melted  away. 
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From  V. : 

Wamiihgtom,  April  13.  Iftri. 

I  luvo  jtuit  ratuniml  from  Ihv  (uneriU  ut  Ch^irlos  Sunnior  at  dia  SmM 
Chnmbar.  Tha  body  wm  Ijring  in  Ui«i  rolimilH.  Thura  was 
or  fil«,  Utroa  ur  tnvi  liceii,  exteodin^  from  Uiti  Mifllti,  Arouad  Hm 
tnnil«,  U>  Iho  door,  wnlUng  m  Uk«  a  f&rawcll  look.  An  wn  w«r«  t 
SenftlOT,  wvwora  alluwol  Ui  i-nKu  Oirvctly  to  tho  cuflin  wiUunil  wiiUns. 
There  >ru»  a  puluud  Imib  uii  lli«i  face,  and  th«  hi-nil  xernuMl  to  tfo  almoat  bnt 
forwanl  attd  thr:  fncn  sliortnncd.  Tb«  rutSii  wiu  loiulin' 
Tlie  fauo  wan  far  uiuiti  nalural  Uimi  1  foared  tt>  find  Jl.  Wc  w«at  ■»- 
luedlatel;  intii  Uio  Sonatv  pillcrry.  Wbal  tuut  Uiu  eye  waa  vw;  [mpnMtW 
—  what  mat  the  uar  wna  Iom  »o.  Notlilng  of  the  Inl.ier  was  »<>  foreafol 
roe  as  the  sdImIuM  oianDiir  in  whkh  tint  iinanimuiiii  ■■  ajr  I "  was  pronounott 
by  tho  Scnaloni  wbcn  tbo  few  motlods  of  aiyoiiramont  wero  pat.  "nu 
S<HUitoni  and  momlMiri)  nf  {'otignna  wure  all  in  liudgai  t>r  uioumijij(.  11* 
Kfxuikor  and  tlie  l^M.<I1rl  wuru  broai)  whlto  »llk  «carfH  acroM  tli»  vhoiilda 
and  bronat,  fcvlling  Imhind.  Wlion  thu  Prwiiiksnl pm  Um.  winniuionil  ~ 
lIoiiMi  of  lUijinvieiibklivtn."  all  tli«  Seii&tore  amm.  Mr.  Blaine  and 
dark,  Mr.  McPhonMin,  linadod  thn  pnire«»iini.  Mr.  Blnin«\i  lonk  and 
Ing  wArti  virry  Roe,  He  in  alwaya  dif^iiflud  uj)on  oc 
iMlumlly  so.  IIu  mniinlRi)  tn  thn  oidn  nf  tho  I'rtMd«nt  of  tho  SanaU 
(ho  HotMv  ftlol  in;  tbva  the  C'biet  Justloe  uid  Ui«  asaoclatt;  judgvs  uf  ttll 
Supnioe  Comt  want  aimotinoad  and  walksd  to  tjrith  thur  floating 
rilk  gowns;  than,  "Tha  FrMldsiitatidflwCalilnet;'' then.  preooOodby 
iiLiiii>iIi'rn  mill  tlio  pftli-lHinmrs,  Clinrles  Sumnpr  i-nnir  iiil.r  (li  " 

Iht  for  Ok'  U>\  Wme.     All! ^'h  thit  \\\w\i:  i^nmii-ll<l  wils  }:;Uss.  the  floneK 

diii'Hv  loviTi'il  ii.  As  I  liM.kril  'loHii  from  tlii'  ;:^Hitry  I  c»uld  Kfi  tiit 
low'i-  ji^u-t  of  lii>  f;ii'.:  :iii.l  lii.  (<•]<[<■<]  liiiiid^.  Th<.'  ;;i'<^:Llnoss  n-;i.<  in  the 
Liiaii.:iii<l  ti>.niiii;;.'iiili!  niiiiisli  :in^'ht  t!iiTu.)f,  lull  .  .  .  voioo  and  s>ul 
illd  nhal  ilii'v  I'liiild.  Iliiwivr'i-,  Siimiirr  l;iy  (hull!  iiiidisliirl>cd  and  grani]. 
Wlini    •■(iir"s..iiiir,    ■■!    Itir   I 'iiil.'.l    ,St:ilr.s  "..msigns    tli.>    IhhIj  of    C'harlts 

S T     Ki    Ilii'    -ir;;.:iiil-;il-;iiiii-,"     >■[.:.,    (  ariimiloi's    words    were    giC"! 

tli<iii;:li  liis  iii.tiini  r  w;i^  ui.i  uii^'lily.  I  cciiild  mil  help  thinking  hov 
SuiiihiT>  .nvii  vni,-,.  miiiUI  hiiM-  -|.nk.Mi  liku  Ihu  voli-u  of  »n  archangel. 
Thi'ii  llii'v  liK'il  oiil  u^  rli<-v  liud  titi'il  III.  r\i.'(>])t  Ihc  rru^idcnl.  u-hu  slipped 

1lii<m-)i   ]i   -i.l<'-il -  lollnwril    In-  rbr   Ciiliiiicl.     ...     It    wa.s   iint   till 

iifi.T  Mr.   ItUiiic  li:»l  l''fl  I'T  llii!  ('a|ilt.il,  \V.'dnf.>^i!:iy,  that  a  stTviinl .■ame 

ii|>  ;iiiil  t'lM  <]>  lliiil  Mr.  S r  li^i<l   l><'<-ii  ^k-k  nil  night,  and  wa.s  thuiij;Kt 

Ik  I>i>  dviii}:.     Kr'iiii  null   tn  tliiiv  r.'|»iii,-  nf  his  dcnlli  ciimc.  but  they  provc'l 

III  III'  I'^iUi'.  111!  \h<-  la<L  '  -.a  :.l>niii  :;  l'..M.     Mr.  Blahiv  was  in  in  tbe 

fi.rr ilf   >;iiii   Ml-,  .'^umiir.-  lav  with  liN  eyes  ilosod,  tin;  niusclcsuf 

111-   t-.u-f  iiiiii  li   iiiiinaiUii  a~  il   hr  MillVrL-d.  lircallLing  heavily,  and  cverr 
111-  lic;irt.     They  sent  for  Carl 
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found  the  parlors  below  full  of  black  women  crying,  the  only  white  person 
being  Dr.  Mary  Walker,  walking  around  in  her  demoniac  old  trousers. 
Mr.  Blaine  said  it  was  as  quiet  and  orderly  as  possible  when  he  was  there. 
Before  Mrs.  Schurz's  arrival  so  many  gentlemen  had  come  down  from  the 
Capitol  that  it  was  not  thought  best  for  her  to  enter  the  room,  and  she 
went  home  ag^in.  Mr.  Hooper  and  Judge  Hoar  were  in  close  attendance. 
Crowds,  many  of  them  colored  people,  surrounded  the  house  during  the 
day.  One  of  the  most  touching  sights  to-day  was  the  long  procession  of 
colored  men,  shabby,  but  all  decent,  five  deep,  following  immediately  after 
the  hearse,  to  the  station,  of  their  own  freewill  and  gratitude.  The  hearse 
was  drawn  by  four  milk-white  horses.  Do  you  remember  seeing  that 
almost  his  last  words,  often  repeated,  were,  **  I  am  so  tired.  I  want  rest "  ? 
Mr.  Hoar  said  his  brother,  looking  over  his  papers  after  his  death,  found 
one  of  his  earliest  papers,  a  college  oration,  for  aught  1  know,  in  which  he 
said,  **  How  should  a  man  ask  rest  except  in  the  grave !  "  Mrs.  Fish  was  in 
yesterday,  and  as  she  was  going  out  she  said  that  Mr.  Fish  had  not  been 
out  since  Tuesday.  He  had  something  of  a  cold,  and  the  death  of  Sumner, 
and  the  remembrance  of  their  early  friendship,  and  their  late  estrange- 
ment, gjive  him  so  much  grief  and  shock  that  he  was  really  ill.  He  was 
at  the  Senate  to-day,  but  he  looked  very  pale.  Sumner  was  in  tlie  Senate 
only  the  day  before  he  died,  remaining  long  enough  to  be  present  at  the 
presentation  of  the  vote  rescinding  his  censure.  Won't  Whittier  bo  glad  ? 
I  suppose  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  him  that  the  censure  was  taken  back. 
.  .  Mr.  Blaine  appointed  a  colored  member  to  go  to  Boston.  .  .  . 
At  dinner,  Monday  night,  Secretar}^  Fish  began  to  say  something  about 
Mr.  Blaine  being  President  —  indirectly,  of  course.  I  stopped  him,  play- 
fully of  course ;  told  him  I  could  not  help  common  people  talking  about  it, 
but  he  should  not ;  that  while  I  had  no  objections  to  the  presidency,  I  had 
decided  objections  to  Mr.  Blaine's  going  through  life  as  a  disappointed 
candidate.  After  the  company  was  gone,  one  of  the  outside  waiters 
came  into  the  parloi*s  to  ask  Mr.  Blaine,  **  How  did  you  like  the  dinner,  sah  ? 
Hope  to  serve  you  a  better  one  in  the  White  House,  sah,"  with  the  broadest 
of  grins.  At  Governor  Buckingham's,  Mr.  Fish  was  telling  a  gentleman 
how  I  had  lectured  him  here ;  so  I  told  him  the  negro  story,  that  he  might 
see  what  good  company  he  was  in.  He  declared  that  that  was  the  rising 
race,  held  the  balance  of  power,  and  he  was  wise  to  be  on  their  side.   .   .   . 

Washington,  May  20,  1874. 

.  .  .  We  dined  at  Mr.  Chandler's  last  night.  .  .  .  M.  and  Q., 
Lulu,  L.  C,  and  the  little  D.  had  a  small  table  in  the  corner  of  the  same 
room,  with  L.'s  nurse  to  wait  on  them,  and  it  was  very  cunning.  They 
were  still  all  the  first  part  of  the  time,  but  after  a  while  their  little  voices 
began  to  bubble  quite  freely.  Mr.  Blaine  and  L.  sat  nearly  back  to  back, 
and  Mr.  Blaine  would  turn  around  and  pinch  his  cheek  once  in  a  while, 
and  make  him  laugh.  Towards  the  last,  L.  pulled  Mr.  Blaine^s  sleeve,  and 
whispered,  *'  Vre  had  a  t/ight  nice  time.^^    .    .    . 
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From  Walker  t 

Dekvkr,  .Inly  19.  IWl- 

Deakest  Mothbr:  .  .  .  Thursday  evuniiig  wc  dn>vr  out  tii  «pnt)M 
wnr-duiiio  uf  llic  Ut*  IndinnM.  It  tnnk  plnrv  nt  their  cam {>  some  lU'>or 
IhW!  mlle»  (mm  llic  L-lty,  I'ut  on  Uie  pmiritr.  Tbecunlnwt  waj  vury  slmnf 
hctwrnm  thi:  drilixaUnti  of  Ih'if  city,  tuii)  tlio  wild,  unvhgs,  somewhat  bao- 
chtuite  soeiiH  imwmtod  by  Uiu  Iniilau  Jhhuh.  luitecd.  this  seems  to  nit  tbt 
cntmlry  of  (Miitra«ti>. 

I'erhuiMi  the  bitiidiMmeiil  uiiui  I  havi>  xntn  arijwhont  oui  here  —  a  niiliL 
peaooablo  fncn,  handaoinn  na  ihc  creation  of  an  anist  —  wks  ai  Ih^  hum 
time  the  wonil  niiotumou  ui  dnuti  and  manner  »f  a  border  runtao.  I  iM 
understand  now  th«  parte  of  Brot  Ilarto's  stories  which  hatn  hithetU 
(Doinod  dufcota.  In  whii.'!i  thia  uantraiit  ia  ao  aliarpjy  iliapJaytifl.  We  dirin 
out  there,  arriving  al  liiclr  i;anip  aUml  aoven  o'cloek.  Tbo  erening  wh' 
churminj;.  In  tlm  backjininnd.  the  Rocky  nKiuntaiDK,  witli  parpla  an^ 
ihy^t  tints,  lit  into  gold  by  tlic  aunaot'D  last  beatus.  In  thi-  forsj^and  tki 
Vl»  tonte,  rtiutiil  wigwan»,  ibcir  ponina  atmying  htre  nnil  tiier«,  uiil  tbi 
warriun,  aomo  of  tliiim  gathered  In  suiall  group»,  araunil  Lhr  acsMnl 
uanip-fircB.  Snroral  cAniagcji  oaA  bamucJica  Riled  with  ladlea  and  geallfr' 
men  were  drawn  up  near  U>  tliu  (.'Ircle  wlileh  the  dancers  maHr.  The  tKOf 
tion  of  thlH  ilance  wa«  the  obtaining  of  three  scalps  by  the  tJlts  from  dM 
Chuyimnna.  How  many  the  Uiaa.  nut  aa  good  lighter*  as  the  CbeyeiUM^ 
loat  in  oblalnlng  thorn,  I  know  not.  Nearly  all  the  Cw  warriora  wOt 
drawn  o])  in  a  Bemitiircle.  and  were  «;1ng  a  rude  barfiwie  cfaaat.  wliU' 
ni'vi!rtli.'li-=^  hi.<l  iiini'M  of  liarmimy  in  it  Uian  1  expet-te.!.  Thpy  atn'tii- 
imiiicd  lln'ir  Miii{r  —  if  one.  iii;iy  sn  l';i11  it  —  by  beating  on  a  sort  of  drum. 
Tin;  snii:iw>  anil  iti;iiilni>  .l:mr."il  riroiiiiil  will.iii  this  semiL-irt-le,  in  a  sort  of 
.■oil<;.-iilrir  riivln.  'rii,.  -l.|..  «,TV  of  tuo  kirid>.-  i.<M:  a  shiiflle.  :idvandng 
lliu  fiiiui  f.Mii  anil  Uirri  iniiijiiii;.'  llm  i>iii-k  fool  up  to  it.  the  olhor a  ho]'. 
Iiiildiiig  iho  iHo  fciT  ilosr  ii'ticiliur  mill  tiikint;  short  jumps.  The  warriors 
nil  thi!  time  lje:it  time  with  ilrums,  ami  nil  tlie  people  j,.iiicd  in  the  radf 
ehant,  'I'lie  (liiei;  .■ienips  wei'c'  e^iirieii  .iniiind  liv  as  maiiv  women,  and  were 
htld  iilofl  .n,  )..iles.  Al  llio  .-.meliisioTi  ..f  the  Song,  whieli  ended  iu  a  sortof 
yelp  .ir  .vii-eall  siieli  a^  you  iiii.y  iieiir  the  lu.ys  in  :i  the.itre  indulge  in.  thvv 
Iniiled  the  M-al].;.  in  llie  diisl,  syiiiliolie:il.  ;is  I  understood  il,  of  the  alwje- 
m.'nl  of  \bi-W  foes.  Tin-  ;»tir.-"of  the  Indians  was  varied.  I  found  grfit 
diliienll\  in  .liMin;rni-hin^'  llie  women  from  the  men.  but,  like  all  tbi 
daugliter-  of  Kve.  I  foim.I  tli:il  lliey  wnie  :i  sort  of  skirt.  Iu  features  thtj 
dillV-reil  lirile  from  lli.i^^e  of  ili,>  o|>po.sitc  sex.  One  woman  wore  a  inagnifi- 
eent  ti.'tr:i  m:..le  of  e;!^'!.''-  fenllu-r*.  'i'liey  Were  sewed  on  a  strip  of 
blaiikel.  ;iiui  reailied  n.:L!li  lo  lier  fc't.  Some  of  the  leggins  worn  by  tk 
vilh  be:ula.  The  attire.  hoH'evcr, 
s  e\eeedinply  proud  of  so 
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were  all  handsomely  f oimed ;  but  in  feature  —  bah !  One  old  Indian  wore  a 
large  silver  medal,  on  one  side  of  which  was  a  medallion  of  Washington, 
and  on  the  other,  two  clasped  hands  and  the  pipe  of  peace.  The  old 
Indian  had  obtained  it  from  some  Cheyenne  to  whom  it  had  been  presented 
by  the  simple  process  of  slaying  its  former  owner  in  battle. 

From  Mr.  Blaine's  uncle,  Hon.  Jno.  H.  Ewing  : 

Washington,  Pa.,  August  27,  1874. 

My  dear  Friend  and  Kinsman:  Your  favor  was  duly  received,  en- 
closing draft  of  one  thousand  dollars^  donation  to  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College,  for  which  you  have  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  trustees  and  faculty, 
and  your  many  warm  friends  here,  and  I  hope  most  sincerely  that  ere  long 
we  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  manifest  our  good  feeling  to  you  in  a  more 
honorable  and  substantial  manner.  The  course  of  our  State  convention  will 
have  a  good  effect  in  one  respect,  yet  it  was  ill-advised ;  it  will  show  that 
Pennsylvania  is  not  in  favor  of  third  terra.  He  had  better  rest  on  his 
honors. 

I  feel  that  your  prospects  are  very  good  for  the  succession,  if  nothing 
should  arise  prior  to  the  time  for  next  nomination.  If  Grant  sees  that  he 
has  no  chance,  he  will  go  in  for  you ;  but  he  must  first  be  satisfied  of  tliat 
fact.  It  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  commit  yourself  on  any  of  the  great 
leading  questions  of  currency.  The  prosperity  of  the  country  will  depend 
much  more  upon  good  crops  than  any  legislation. 

The  country  must  have  time  to  right  herself:  she  has  overtraded  and 
speculated  too  much,  with  too  little  work.  The  desire  to  get  rich  in  haste 
has  ruined  the  country ;  she  must  get  back  to  the  old-fashioned  way  of 
making  a  living  by  honest  labor.  Take  care  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
country :  the  mass  will  follow. 

I  shall  at  all  times  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you.  My  best  and  warmest 
friendship  to  your  boys,  who  endeared  themselves  to  all  of  us  while  here. 

From  Hon.  M.  C.  Kerr  : 

New  Albany,  Ind.,  Xovember  21,  1874. 
Absence  from  home  for  a  few  days  prevented  a  more  prompt  acknowl- 
edgment of  your  very  kind  letter  of  the  13th  inst.  Accej)t  my  sincere 
thanks  for  your  congratulations  and  the  kindly  reference  to  the  speakership 
in  connection  with  my  name.  Pennit  me  to  say  in  all  frankness  that  1  do 
not  look  uptm  the  event  to  which  yon  refer  as  at  all  probable.  It  is  no 
doubt  possible,  and  if  it  should  happen,  I  am  sure  no  reflection  would  give 
me  more  disquiet  than  that  which  makes  me  realize  the  essential  difliculty 
there  would  be  in  an  untried  hand  attempting  to  preside  over  such  a  body 
t^ler  one  who  had  performed  that  duty  witli  such  signal  ability  and  success 
as  you  have  done.  Without  reference  to  that  matter,  however,  1  shall  be 
very  glad  to  meet  you  in  the  44tli,  and  there  renew  our  senice  together. 
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From  Mr.  Bluiuci : 

Bonx>N,  Dooember  3,  I37i. 

Jnst  u  wo  wore  liniDhing  ditiner,  or  aupper,  U  7. .10,  Q.  viannl  off.  og 
loftTtt  Ml  1  fuimd  from  Emmons,  to  look  at  Boston  by  gns-llg'ht-  A.  tad  lb« 
girls  went  out  nopiU'Bloly  tu  do  iMimo  litlli'  ■hopping.  AKKKiniu  1  faundQ. 
was  {[ODo,  1  was  reuuly,  and  ntailc  Kmuioni  st&rt  out  onu  dirnc'lion.  whil«  I 
wunt  ihp  lAher.  I  went  up  Troniont,  and  ho  down,  and  up  near  the  Part- 
atreel  uliurch  I  met  tite  Ilttin  to«l.  a*  '(uIpII.v  looking  »!  thi.-  ligbtf  u  ury- 
b(N}y.  1  novnr  let  him  knuw  I  had  been  unoasy.  Mid  he  and  I  had  a  good 
lung  walk  after  wf  met  Emmons.  Monii  ix  now  ont  colitng.  Q.  wid  bt 
had  been  "  round  thu  »quan>."  n  vwy  oomprehanalve  term.  No  news.  Of 
oourw  I  fiwl  vt-ry  badly  alwiit  going  away.  I  am  pnmued  hvro  b;  t44*- 
groma,  and  I  con  U^  III  *pan-d.  But  I  oiu  doing  my  duty,  and  that  alwiji 
•quamai  matters. 


T(.  Mr.  Itlaiim: 

1  wont  to  Toto  tlio  n«pnhtiRan 
aoe  you  the  candldale.  Tlieru  or 
thti  aotne  way.  I  have  talked  n 
preteryou  to  (Jtivcrnor  Ilayns.  . 
at  all.  Tbure  is  no  r«»l  liayea  n 
positlrely  drcMded  by  tba  bcM  m 

[  sn|iposi'y(ii[  s.H-  Ccnoral   (I 


ml  \v.i:i  .^tri.n^'thei. 


Orao,  January  37.  187S. 
ticket  tbU  y«ftr.  and  thcraforo  I  w&ni  to 
e  a  grvat  many  |ieople  abuut  hem  wlio  fvd 
lib  four  or  livu  knding  men,  and  they  (11 
.  .  I  dndno  Stat«  iiriHwtiunBl  fcntio* 
lovcmont,  and  the  nonjiootion  of  Uotun  ii 
en  in  Dm  party.    But  U.  l>  working  lika 

(iartli-M  oflen.     I  would  like  to  sugpM,  if 

1.  tliitl  you  should  talk  a   littk   witli  liim 

r  I'luuiii^  "111  lu-ri?  for  a  HiiIl'  visit  to  ma. 
!■  uillin;.'  tn  ijivc  ;i  j^hmI  deal  of  time  for  vou. 
uhl  Umhi  niorr  by  Lilkitij;  with  ymi  an  hour 
ly.  Ci'iiiTiil  (larlU-ld  knows  this  ilistrid 
ill  >i>u  ":iut  to  kuow  about  ibe  advisaliililj 
-Iv  lii'li^ilc  lias  l.-fl  you  stniofror  than  bffore, 


Wasiiint.tox.  .laniiary  :;9,   ISTJ, 

raiuv.hu.     Ml 
uiil  i<   still    in  1 

111:, 

ni- c-anii'  li.inie  from  llic  Douse  at  si\  this 
L'  j'.M.      Tlu'van!  lilibnsU-iinj:  — llio  mi- 

iiiiT  ..ll'thiritil 

■iL'li 

-  hill,  ami  III.'  niajorilv  iletoniiiueil  to  li<rlil 

i:lll  not  !>.'  :li>l<' 

nil."> 

..f  III..  Il.ni*o  >m;\  to  b,'  alf-red  so  th;.l  J 
.■k  lri;i-!:itii>ii.     TbfV  havo  bten  in  timlin- 

.1,   -in.-.-  W.-.ln.. 

.l:iy 

KM.ii.  loit   h:iv<' U..W  adjourned   over  till  to- 

l:.'|".i-t  -;iy>  tli: 

Mr 

r.hiih..   .Ii-tin;:uish.-.l  iiimself  laslnijrlilK 
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From  Walker : 

March  1,  1875. 

.     .     .    I  wish  I  could  have  been  in  Washington  during  the  last  two 

weeks.    Have  you  observed  the  very  great  change  in  tlie ,  and  the 

tone  of  compliment  it  now  so  habitually  assumes  in  speaking  of  the 
ex-^peaker?  And,  speaking  of  speakers,  this  is  the  last  letter  I  shall  ever 
address  to  Speaker  Blaine.  I  hope  that  the  *'  patemaPs  -^  valedictory  is  a 
good  one.  I  should  dislike  to  see  six  years  of  such  good  service  terminate 
in  any  poor  speech,  though  I  know  father's  must  be  good. 

From  v.: 

Washington,  March  2,  1876. 

.  .  .  Mr.  Blaine  did  not  get  home  from  the  House  till  1.30  this 
morning ;  said  he  was  crazy  at  having  to  stay  so.  Everytliing  was  going  on 
smoothly,  but  every  one  said  he  must  not  go ;  and  sure  enough,  at  the  very 
last  Butler  slipped  in  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  Mr.  Blaine  slipped  it 
out  again,  and  felt  paid  for  staying. 

Washington,  March  4,  1875. 

We  are  no  longer  Speaker.  ...  It  has  been  an  "ovation."  Mr. 
Blaine  was  at  the  House  all  night,  came  home  about  half-past  eight,  took 
bath  and  breakfast,  returned  directly,  Congress  rc-asscmbling  at  half-past 
nine.  He  sent  the  carriage  back  for  us,  and  we  all,  down  even  to  Q.,  went 
up.  Q.  knew  beforehand  that  he  was  going,  and  must  needs  add  to  his 
delight  by  tormenting  T.  with  the  fact  that  he  was  going  and  she  wasn't. 
Then,  "T.,  do  you  know  your  papa  isn't  going  to  be  Speaker  any  more? 
He  is  going  to  stop  being  Speaker.  Aren't  you  sony  ?  "  —  **  Well,"  said  T., 
••  he  isn't  going  to  stop  being  papa."  Mrs.  Dawes  was  in  the  Speaker's 
*seat,  and  all  the  Maine  ladies,  Mrs.  Frye,  Burleigh,  and  Hale.  M.  went  on 
the  floor  with  E.  F.  and  Q.  also  under  charge  of  Mr.  Sherman  and  J.  S. 
Legislation  went  on  until  almost  the  minute  hand  was  on  twelve.  The 
crowd  increased  every  moment  —  galleries,  aisles,  steps,  slowly  darkening, 
and  the  open  spaces  on  the  floor  tiiially  lilled  up  till  it  was  just  one  great 
sea  of  blackness.  Messengers  were  coming  in  from  the  Senate,  stopping 
near  the  door,  then  handing  bills  to  others  who  passed  up  the  centre  aisle 
to  deliver  them  at  the  desk.  Mr.  Blaine  and  the  clerk  of  the  House  were 
rapidly  signing  bills,  which  were  snatched  by  waiting  messengers,  who 
rushed  down  the  front  aisle  on  the  full  run  to  carry  them  to  the  Senate,  and 
suddenly  down  came  the  gavel,  and  Mr.  Dawes  rose  and  rc[)orted  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  President  to  ask  if  he  hat!  any  further 
message  for  the  House  reported  that  he  had  none.  Then  Mr.  Blaine  again 
struck  the  gavel,  three  times  slowly,  and  the  great  assemblage  hushed 
to  perfect  stillness.  In  a  clear  voice,  audible  to  the  farthest  comer  of  the 
House,  the  Speaker  made  his  closing  address,  which  you  will  have  read 
before  you  see  this.    It  was  perfect,  —  terse,  deliberate,  simple,  touching. 
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n&ttl;,  cloaing  with,  "  tiio  IIoum  of  Ropmwntatives  U  •41°™^*''  'w]i^ 
uut  lUy."  Everybody  wui  moveil,  and  tke  very  clork*  «l  Die  dcak  vn^ri 
their  ofrx.  At  the  oliiic,  Iliem  (wmu  «iii'li  a  ola|ipiiig  of  npplaiuo,  agibi 
•nd  agalu  iv|>«at<H],  mid  no  uiiu  atlrred  frntn  hii  place  cxoept  Mr.  Blaine, 
who  Immediately  loft  Iho  ch.ilr;  but  the  applausi?  kept  on,  nail  lie  tnnu/J 
giAitly  back  nml  IkiwikI  liia  at.'knowlt^I;||7ii(-nt*.  an<l  u  Htil)  th«y  did  not  aloj), 
he  wen!  up  lo  Ihe  f-lcrk'n  deak  In  front  of  hla  nwu  and  lower,  nnd  bowTut 
again,  Kiid  Still  tlicy  applauded,  till  flnntly  h<-  Mt  down,  Tlieo  tli«r«  w»*  i 
iitdvlng,  and  be  eldd  at  the  edge  of  thi'  raised  pliitfumi,  ani)  people  wcnl 
up  and  by.  and  nhnok  hands.  Kvi-ryono  ouyii,  nnlbinglike  It  ever  happennl 
Imfom.  Then,  though  very  slowly,  the  vaat  u'lUgre^tSoii  mellj^  awaj. 
One  lady,  wbtun  I  did  not  know,  behind  iu«,  naked  me  If  &lr.  Blaine  kwl 
been  up  nil iils:ht.  She  ihougJilU  wa^aii  wondui-ful.  She  did  nd  know  him. 
but  ahetwuld  not  bn1p  crying  henwlt :  aho  never  heard  auylhtug  so  loucliinj;. 
Mr.  Ranisdflll  wa.«  ipiiie  rarried  nway  with  enthualnian.  First  hn  ranw 
under  our  gallery,  tookeil  np  and  clap|>ed,  then  met  ua  on  the  stain. 
"Uh!tl  wan  Hpluudid."  lie  wiid,  "  nothing  ever  likri  It  boforv — neverwa* 
Ruc.h  a  apoei'h  nor  such  nroooption."  I  aald.  "Splendid,  indeed,  lo  haveilw 
Speaker  lose  hU  chair."  "()h!"  he  said,  "boonly  Inal  ittof-ei  wruHttuuf 
higher  and  belter."  However,  Mr.  Blaine  is  well  warned  nt  hoair  to  ran 
for  none  of  thoie  thlnga  \  hut  it  is  gratifying  M  retire  from  six  yean'  »er- 
vico  with  auuh  plnudiu.  and  they  itauie  from  botli  wdM.  The  othvr  ni|rlit 
ufler  one  of  hU  niltnga  agninat  It.,  and  In  accordance  with  Iftw,  a  Soiuh- 
DTtwr  w»l  a  Dniuoortf  sent  up  a  nohi  u>  him.  "  By,  %i^~A,  J  tax  imolof 
yon.     .     •     .    Yon  looked  mafrntBpont.    fiod  blew  you  I" 

The  wholi'  t.m-n  is   riri^in<;   wilh   Mr.   Illiiim.-s  speech    and   recepthui. 
1   n.-ver   swil    the    Knglish 


.1. 


^.'If,  :ind  h.- 
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but  a  feeble  although  a  most  heartfelt  testimonial  of  a  suffering  people  to 
the  noble  stand  youi*self  and  others  took  in  their  defence. 

As  Congress  had  adjourned  when  this  resolution  was  adopted,  the  Legis- 
lature deemed  it  proper  to  have  the  same  forwarded  to  you  as  the  late 
Speaker,  and  I  now  perform  that  duty  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  sensi- 
bility, and  express  the  hope  that  you  may  live  long  to  serve  and  honor  our 
common  country.     With  great  respect, 

I  am,  most  truly, 

A.  II.  Garland, 

Governor  of  Arkansas. 

Senate  Concurrent  Resolution,  No.  36. 

Whereas,  in  the  recent  contest  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  overthrow  the  present  State  government,  it  is  evicient  that  the  true  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  this  State  was  recognized  and 
endorsed  in  Congress  by  the  Conservative  Representatives,  without  regard 
to  party, 

Hierefore,  be  it  resolved,  by  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the 
House  of  Representatives  concurring,  that  while  the  thanks  of  the  people 
of  this  State  are  due  to  tiiose  in  Congress  who  vindicated  their  rights,  they 
are  especially  due  to  the  Republicans  of  th»it  body  who  remained  true  to 
our  State,  and  that  they  may  not  be  mistaken,  and  have  cause  to  regret 
their  action,  Arkansas  is  hereby  pledged  to  a  fair,  just,  and  faithful  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws,  to  the  end  that  all  people  may  still  have  their  rights,  and 
that  her  course  shall  be  **  Charity  to  all  and  malice  toward  none." 

Resolved  further.  That  the  Ciovernor  is  hereby  directed  to  forward  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  to  tlie  Hon.  James  (J.  Blaine,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Approved  March  4,  1875. 

A.  H.  Garland, 

(iovcnior  of  Arkansas. 

From  G.  : 

Washington,  March  23,  1875. 

.  .  .  Mr.  Blaine  criticised  the  expression,  **  Touchiuf]^  the  Almighty," 
etc.  I  said,  **  But  it  is  Bible."  —  »*  Is  it  Bible  ?  "  —  -  I  think  so."  —  -  Won't 
believe  it  till  I  see  it."  I  went  for  my  Concordance.  He  found  the  verse 
and  was  silent  a  long  while,  so  I  called  out,  **  How  is  it?" —  •*  The  scamps 
have  put  in  ^totichimjy'*  but  it  is  in  italics  —  'iwasn't  in  the  original  Hebrew 
as  /  i*ead  the  Bible." 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  John  H.  Ewing . 

Washington,  Penn.,  May  4,  1875. 
I  have  learned  with  much  pleasure  from  Dr.  Hays  that  you  have  agieed 
to  meet  with  us  at  our  next  college  commencement  on  the  last  of  June.     J 
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am  gTfttifiud  t(i  know  Ilutt  we  sludl  hare  the  pleasure  of  yottr  cnmftBj 
ui>0D  thflt  occasioD.  aoii  porsonally  I  feel  that  your  presence  will  afford  «t 
iiiwh  ploAmirn,  lo  iiicnt  otux  jaQtv  ono  who  i»  eo  aetaiy  idnDUfiod  wltb  uj 
fiuuilj.  Thxftu  ftmliiigv  uf  enrly  Itfe  grow  stronger  aa  w«  advMioe  in  lilt: 
Ynit  will  niiiko  my  hnniui  your  hotDfi  while  you  are  here.  .  .  .  Ami  dt 
not  forget  my  guud  l>uyft,  who  gnvc  ub  ho  much  fntonnt  when  hen  lul 
with  you,  that  alt  our  young  people  were  so  delighted  witli,  uid  ask  ma 
frequently  whMi  they  will  Iw  buru  again. 

You  will  coiue  dlrwAly  lo  luy  houst-.  Mrs.  Kwing  and  mywlf  will  ttkt 
iici  denial,  t*  w<i  ntl  (ni\  tlinl  wu  hare  plninix  upon  you  llial  noue  ollwn 
here  uiut  hnvo. 

From  Mr.  HIaiiie: 

New  Tobk.  Juui-  13.  1875. 

My  tek-gmm  will  have  relieved  yon  bom  aay  uuuusiuiuEB  tliU  might  b« 
created  by  th«  ncwapnpor  D(.-(munU>  of  the  rnilroiu)  ai^cident,  allhougb  I 
dg  not  know  whut  tiioae  tuxwunU  tuny  l>e.  The  car  I  was  in  was  tlirnwi 
down  headlr)ng  from  tlie  track  and  rolled  olenr  nver,  aod  tfaeru  we  wKre.u 
iudiatingtiialinkle  muwiuf  luun,  woiuao,  i-balr»,  aotas,  CKeptA-hag*.  uiuhrallia, 
and  so  forth. 

1  waji  flitting  in  the  next  clmir  to  Annie  I^ioaioo  ('iirj,  when  liie  fv«rM 
oraiili  oainc,  ami  as  soou  as  motion  oensed,  I  found  that  tthe  was  niii  hnit, 
except  a  «lig]U  brulM  on  the  ghouUIer  i  init  on  UXempOag  to  rise  rajMU,  Lj 
found  my  right  side  bo  lame  and  so  painful,  that  I  i<ertainly  Ihmight  smn* 
ril.s  w.-iv  l)i-i.k.iii.  Wu  III!  iiinniifrod  in  liie  course  of  i,.n  or  (ifle.-n  minulM. 
ivilli  [In:  iii.I  ^if  llic  |»'n]ili^  .lutsiil.-,  [o  fji'l  <iiit  of  the  car,  and  into  (he 
sl:(li<.[i  (TnnioMt).  :ilioiit  Uiii  niili-s  IV.mi  Xv»-  York,  ll.-re  we  had  1« 
\v;iii  ill  Uii'  iiiiiniHi  iliMiiiiifurt  for  nwrc  than  two  hours  (or  a  wnt-kinf 


I  I 


iiiirter  of  two.  I  had  Dr. 
ISO  c'vaiiiinution  he  founil  do 
;;ht  side,  with  lessor  bruisi^ 
■i^li  riilibed  willi  i-liluroromi 
an  hour,  and  slept  till  iiioe 
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accident,  how  utterly  impossible  it  is  for  passengers  to  escape  from  a  cai 
that  takes  fire.  Had  this  car  taken  lire,  I  don^  see  how  any  one  of  us 
oould  evei^  have  got  out ;  but,  fortunately,  there  was  no  kerosene,  —  the 
Boston  line  using  these  large  candles. 

From  Walker: 

New  Haven,  Tuesday,  June  16,  1875. 

.  .  .  I  have  been  so  busy  lately  in  my  preparations  for  tlie  ''  annuals  * 
that  I  have  had  no  time  to  write.  Indeed,  almost  every  moment  has  been 
spent  either  in  exercise  or  in  reading  physics.  I  bristle  all  over  with 
physics,  add  should  you  come  near  me  you  would  be  in  danger  of  an 
electric  discharge,  or  of  seeing  the  solar  spectrum  plainly  visible  upon 
my  brow. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes : 

Fremont,  Ohio,  June  16,  1875. 

Thanks  for  your  note.  Maine  hurt  us  badly  by  a  big  loss  eight  years 
ago  in  the  pinch  of  our  suffrage  light.  Since,  she  has  done  us  '*  a  power  of 
g^d  ^^  on  several  occasions  by  handsome  gains.  I  am  glad  you  can 
promise  well  this  year.  After  it  is  done,  come  over  and  help  us.  We 
shall  need  it.  The  secret  of  our  enthusiastic  convention  is  the  school 
question.  The  Democrats  take  the  hint  and  are  on  the  retreat.  They  wiil 
probably  adopt  a  good  sound  plank  on  that  subject.  If  they  can  get  the 
people  to  trust  them  on  that  topic,  their  chance  of  success  is  good.  Other- 
wise, otherwise. 

We  have  been  losing  strength  in  Ohio  for  several  years  by  emigration 
of  Republican  farmers,  hnd  especially  of  the  young  men  who  were  in  tlie 
army.  In  their  places  have  come  Catholic  foreigners.  Last  year  on  a 
tolerably  full  vote  they  had  17,000  majority  —  the  vote  being  larger  tlian 
when  Allen  beat  Noyes  by  a  seratcjh.  In  the  cities  this  spring  we  are  still 
more  decisively  beaten.  Wliether  the  reaction  has  spent  its  force  is  the 
question.  We  shall  crowd  them  on  the  school  and  other  State  issues.  By 
the  time  your  election  is  over,  we  shall  need  help,  and  fresh  men,  with 
general  topics.  Let  me  know  if  we  may  reckon  on  your  help.  Thanking 
jou  for  your  encouragement.     .     .     . 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  J.  H.  Ewing : 

Washington,  Penn.,  June  22,  1875. 

I  learn  by  the  papers  that  you  met  with  an  accident  on  railroad  near 
New  York,  but  have  been  unable  to  learn  the  character  of  your  injuries, 
and  whether  they  are  of  so  serious  a  character  as  to  prevent  your  being 
with  us  on  the  30th  inst.,  at  our  college  commencement.  It  will  be  a  great 
disappointment  to  your  friends  should  you  not  be  able  to  be  pi*esent.  Will 
you  let  me  hear  from  you  as  early  as  possible  ? 
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JrKE  34,  UTS, 
,  .  .  Mr.  Bliunn  wiw  bnii«ad  kdi)  mauW.  not  serionsl;  titjured,  W 
the  accidftnt  mu  li  frightful  une  —  iiuar  miilnighl;  Uiu  luu  wsliblnd  wd 
Jerketi  and  was  finally  tbrowm  ofT  vX  right  uiglv-s  from  iho  track  — thiitf 
f«ia  nnriiy — mill  lu ft  cm  iu  siile ;  cat  two  ti^lcgnijih  polcn  uff  l-Iuoii.  broke, 
evoiy  eliair  off.  Mill  tJie  |ieo|iU'  «aA  ■•veiythlng  were  burlt>d  aud  buddied 
iaiu  a  hfinji.  Tho  lung  luifa  >truc!k  Mr.  Bliiinn  !n  the  u'tlo,  bnt  ihn  dnctot 
sayfl  the  hart  \»  pnrely  mnsoiilar.  Rib  clothes  wor«  ti>ni  ulF  Iiini.  Qe 
keeps  liU  hal  t*  n  meitiontfl.  Ho  *%y»  hn  can  ncTin"  in  bis  tlit><)gfit  Uim 
d<>ath  mom  closely  Uiaii  hu  did  then.  He  says  he  did  tint  think  at  hU  An 
at  nil.  Dour  nld  soul,  hi;  has  not  any  to  think  of, —  nono  io  e^sk  of  iitr- 
l»iiily  ;  but  he  thought,  "  Su  tliia  ia  ibe  eiiil  of  it  all,  anil  nlial  a  M\aw  II 
wonlil  he  to  tJiem  at  home,  and  most  nf  nil  how  badly  WaJker  woulil  f««) 
that  he  had  not  tulugmpbed  liim  tu  ouine  to  llie  stuion  in  N«w  Qaren  ui 
have  the  lani  look  at  hlral" 

Th  Mr.  niiiine,  from  Hon.  E.  C.  Ingersoll : 

SiTUt  24,  IKS. 

Now  that  you  an'  out  of  danger,  I  oongTHtuliite  you  upon  your  remTMy,. 

and  upon  your  ewaiw  from  death.    I  t>u]i|x»o  your  Mcape  will  beancauDU4 

providential,  but  lu  my  mind  it  woiilil  havti  bcnn  morn  providential  not  b 

hire  ht^ipeiied.    But  bo  this  a»  It  may,  1  am  awfully  glad  that  you  gnl  of 


'I'll.' 


nUr  for 
..\  do    i 


SK   2S,   1S70. 

:  I  hat  partT 


liimsiilf.  and  gAv* 
IIS  woiil  an;iy  g:iy  .is  ii  lark  at  s\\  oi-loik 
Ills  liiiilrs.  and  will  coine  in  nothing  like 
■   s,>.-ms  [..Tfi-rt.    ...      I   .-aniiot  Mp 


I  Iln'  beloi 


■d  L-x-S,. 


'■•■')  III  I 


Tu  Mr.  IS!;iiiie.  fium  H,m.  V.W: 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Z.  Chandler : 

Detroft,  August  15,  1875. 

The  campaign  of  76  is  now  being  fought  in  Ohio,  and  while  the  outlook 
is  admirable,  we  should  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  make  assurance  doubly 
sure.  Either  inflation,  repudiation,  and  d— n — n  are  to  win  in  Ohio,  or  hon- 
esty and  coin  at  an  early  day.  I  want  you  to  go  to  Ohio  and  make  as  many 
speeches  as  you  can  at  an  early  day.  Elevate  the  standard  as  high  as  3'ou 
would  in  any  Eastern  State.  The  gage  of  battle  has  been  thrown  down, 
and  we  must  accept,  whether  we  would  or  not.  If  timid  souls  fear  the  loss 
of  a  few  votes,  elevate  it  higher,  and  my  word'  for  it  we  shall  gain  ten 
votes  where  we  lose  one. 


From  Messrs.  J.  Y.  Calhoun  and  W.  E.  CraiMjn : 

Bloomington,  III.,  August  21,  1875. 

We  write  you  as  •*  native  Pennsylvauians,"  coming  here  from  the  local- 
ity where  you  wore  born. 

Mr.  Calhoun  you  will  no  doubt  remember  as  a  college-mate  at  Wash- 
ington College.  He  wishes  to  renew  the  old  acquaintance  and  revive  the 
memories  of  **  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

Mr.  Gapen  was  **born  and  raised"  in  Fredericktown  on  the  Mononga- 
hela  river  in  Washington  county ;  and  while  he  never  met  you  but  once 
(which  was  in  Washington  city  during  your  first  term  in  Congress),  he 
knew  your  relatives  —  the  Bells,  Gillespies,  and  E wings  —  and  also  your 
friends  Judge  William  McKennan  and  the  other  lawyers  at  Washington 
—  George  V.  Lawrence  and  others. 

Of  course  we  are  both  familiar  with  your  political  history,  and  are  grati- 
fied at  your  success ;  and  we  congratulate  you  on  having  achieved  the  diffi- 
cult task  of  spending  such  a  long  time  in  active  political  life  witliout 
having  given  cause  of  offence  to  any  one. 

And  this  brings  us  to  say  that  in  view  of  our  early  associations  it  is  a 
^reat  pleasure  to  us  to  see  the  attention  of  the  people  turned  to  you  as  their 
candidate  for  President. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  add  that  we  are  in  favor  of  your  nomi« 
nation  and  election,  and  that  we  desire  to  do  all  we  can  to  accomplish  those 
ends. 

Mr.  Calhoun  has  not  heretofore  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  Mr.  Gapen  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  was  one  of  the  dele- 
gates (with  the  late  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart,  of  Fayette  county,  and  Alex- 
ander Murdock,  of  Washington  county)  from  his  congressional  district 
in  Pennsylvania  to  the  Chicago  convention  in  1860  that  nominated  Mr. 
Lincoln. 

Of  course  you  Icnow  better  than  we  how  political  matters  should  be  con- 
ducted; but  a  suggestion  occurs  to  us  which  we  will  make  —  and  that  is: 
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wouldn't  it  bi'  well  for  ynii  to  irmke  a  vi«it  trt  the  State  of  niinoU 
liiiK!  during  tlie  (all  ur  winter  and  uiiiku  tui  aititn^w  %t  sume  promioaK' 
point,  ~<«ay  tU  <_'lii<u>go,  SpringfloM,  or  tliU  c-iiy, —  on  *fimc  o«cv 
([vniinil  jnililiu  inluriHl  (no)  i>a  politicii,  at  (xinrxo),  luid  tliiK  IJMxtme  pov 
sonnlly  acjuainicd  with  our  pooptu?  Aod  If  Buch  tin  occasion  AoM 
oouur,  wiitild  jToii  oomc!' 


Frniii  Mr.  Siiiniiel   L.  ('letnitiiK  Ui  Mr.  Blnine: 

lUKTFORit.  October?.  Wi. 

,  .  .  Mr.  N.  wiuili  tuv.  Kt  tliin  Inlo  ilnj,  curtiSoH  capf«s  of  his  credn-i 
OaiB.  Among  them  I  Itnd  one  from  yon  i]jil«d  Wuliinglon,  Jknunry  W,  71. 
in  which  ynu  rouomnionil  tbiit  Mr.  N.  Iti  llin  Secratary  of  SIaI«  m  k  prupX 
jwrson  lu  beur  tleapatcbos  Lo  London.  Vou  say  have  "  kn4)wi)  him  torao 
IJmii  iu>  n  nioKt  Mtimabln  and  worthy  miui,  dcvotnd  U}  the  Union  uaOM 
Virginia  at  iho  haxaid  of  lUo  and  Iliu  loss  of  projierty."  Vou  ti»>  m^ 
••  And  1  hnvp  no  hfwitnlion  in  immini-nding  liim  as  sirioUy  inislwnilb|.* 
Ilt'Mit  write  niu  ijuiukly  ui  umwur  (ji  the  foUowicig  qtiiuitionB : 

I,   Is  tlial  a  giinuliiii  dociimontP 

3.    If  so.  do  you  hUII  ni^ptrd  Mr.  N.  no  yoti  di<l  in  71  !> 

AH  who  hnro  mot  him  here  think  tho  maQ  k  fraud,  but  if  lio  isn't, 
Ui  riglitthn  wrong  1  have  ilone  him. 


Fmiri  Mr.  Hhunc  to  Mr.  Tlci 


■A.  Mr.,  Oi-tnhcr  Cl,  I8;.v 


ir  w;.s  ..vfi-,  \V!»sljiii;;t.i>i.  wits  (or  several  years  (he 
l.;i1rii.lH  from  tim  South,  who  through  all  nM 
II'  ti>  till'  I'liiim  :  anil  iliu  [iiimber  wits  so  great  tlwt 
li.i-.'  III.'  Itiohiiiiiiul  ;,'ovcrnine»t  found  solilU'i^ 
1)1'  \\f<f  I'uiiiM  hcroujs  jiiid  di-votces  was  N'.  lie 
iW  or  1Mi;;i.  Hi;  li;i<i  llid  from  Oppression  in ibe 
linil  >lill  iiiuiT  gik-viiiis  lynuiiiy  in  Ilie  land  of  hU 
;  (liim;,'h  h.'  hii.i  Wen  at  oni:e  tbu  viotini  of  kingl.T 
1  of  ^■■.ii.i.-iitiiil.'d  rebel  nuilignity.  His  mug  «a 
I  he  evokeil  your  pity  evni  if  \U    lirst  of  Utl. 
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all  his  enemies,  to  make  Queen  Victoria  and  Jeff.  Davis  both  feel  bad  at 
the  same  time,  would  be  to  have  a  commission  as  bearer  of  despatches  to 
Eno^land.  As  carrying  a  mail-bag  across  the  Atlantic  on  a  Cunard  steamer 
seemed  a  cheap  and  convenient  way  of  exhibiting  triumph  over  the  dead 
confederacy  and  hurling  defiance  at  England  at  the  same  time,  I  gave  N.  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  though  I  had  no  idea  that  I  wrote  quite  so 
gushingly  as  the  quotations  you  send  me  imply.  But  it  is  quite  possible 
that  seeing  X.  before  me  the  impersonation  of  fidelity  to  the  Union  and 
honest  hatred  of  the  Britishers,  I  was  earned  beyond  the  bounds  of  discre- 
tion and  indulged  in  some  eccentricities  of  speech.  But,  alas !  my  real  con- 
victions are  that  N.  in  all  his  pitiful  poverty  belongs  to  that  innumerable 
caravan  of  dead  l)eats  whose  hcad(|uarters  are  in  Washington.  It  does  my 
very  soul  good  to  know  that  Hartford  is  getting  its  share.  Your  evident 
impatience  under  the  alHiction,  your  lack  of  sympathy  and  compassion  for 
the  harmless  swindler,  show  how  ill-fitted  you  would  be  for  the  stem  duties 
of  a  Representative  in  Congi-ess.  And  if  the  advent  of  N.  teaches  you 
Hartford  saints  no  other  lesson,  let  it  deeply  impress  on  your  minds  a  newer, 
keener,  fresher  appreciation  of  the  trials  and  the  troubles,  the  beggars,  the 
bores,  the  swindlers,  and  the  scalawags  wherewith  the  average  Congress- 
man is  evermore  afilicted. 

Excuse  my  brief  note.  If  I  had  time,  I  would  give  you  a  full  account 
of  N. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  E.  R.  Hoar  : 

Concord,  September  7,  1875. 

.     .     .    If  you  should  get  the  nomination  for  the  presidency  next  year, 

which  I  should  be  glad  to  believe,  and  would  gladly  aid,  you  may  depend 

upon  my  lifting  up  my  voice  like  a  pelican  in  the  wilderness,  or  a  sparrow 

on  the  housetops,  in  support  of  such  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished. 

From  Walker : 

New  Haven,  October  31.  1875. 

.  .  .  I  fear  I  have  made  no  mention  of  your  letter  including  one  from 
Mons  concerning  his  Harvard  affairs.  (So  the  young  **  swell  "  is  furnishing 
his  room  H  la  Eastlake.  ...  I  wish  that  you  would  send  me  liil- 
dreth^s  ••  History  of  the  United  States."  1  will  treat  the  books  carefully.  I 
am  taking  a  course  of  lectures  in  tlic  post  graduate  department  from  Pro- 
fessor Sumner  on  the  political  and  financial  history  of  the  United  States, 
and  Hildreth^s  History  is  good  reading  to  accompany  the  course.  1  have 
been  devouring  Thackeray's  "Virginians"  (the  meal  is  not  yet  quite  fin- 
ished. Heaven  be  praised!),  and  am  now  ready  to  vote  Thackeray  the  most 
deli^tfal  of  authors. 

•  .  .  Let  me  hear  from  you  often.  You  can  have  no  idea  how  much 
I  enjoy  the  letters  from  home.  More  and  more  every  year  home  becomes 
nearer  and  dearer  to  me. 
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To  Mr.  Blaii.e.  from  Hun.  W.  K.  Nihl*«k  : 

IVKCEMSKR  It),  IHTfi. 

You  perhaps  reincuilipr  Ihju  1  lolij  jmu  limt  spring  after  the  atljoaniiiMal 
that  yav,  oiiglit  lo  rvnign  itnil  rvUre  on  tin-  Uarcls  ynu  liad  won  us  Spcakgr. 
ThM  on  th«:  floor  jou  woiilij  ooiistAiillj  lio  niiiiitiig  riHka  in  voUu  llutlTM 
wou1<l  bo  ui11i!il  uiwn  Ui  f^'vi!,  »n<l  In  various  ntlinr  wayii. 

[  WW  n"mli]d«H]  of  what  I  had  s^d  W-  you  by  your  fiulur«  Id  rote 
aiitl-tlilrd  tenn  resolution  ijio  other  ii»y.  To  maki?  Uio  matter  worae,  Y»aw^ 
I'vcr,  it  WW  tislognphoil  Weal  Friday  night.  Uiat  wUtn  Gmnt  wiw  in 
at  your  fiulure  lo  votp  on  that  msolntlou,  hr  r«ninrk«").  "  Blaine  1«  iioi  It 
anybody'*  way,  »o  he  need  not  bt?  so  d  — d  uareful."  Tliw  to  my  minj' 
Hirvvii  to  lllu3trat«  tlio  formi  of  tjio  eiiggasUon  1  mads  an  lu  thn  BoI^p»- 
pistn  you  will  havn  tn  uuMt  In  varioun  ways  while  you  ara  in  yonr  prwwt 
poMtkm.  [  do  not  doubt  your  ability  to  hold  your  own  aa  well  u  anj  oil 
nlu  oould  under  thii  circumslaniNM.  and  1  ■ino<inily  wiah  yna  [i«r«niia]  ms 
t-fu*  In  yotir  prvsoul  position,  an  well  us  In  all  others  lo  ivhii.-ii  yon  may  b( 
••alU-d. 


To  Mr.  lUaiiifl,  frnm  Mr.  Samuol  L.  Clemens  i 

.     .     .     Now  tlial  I  linT«  Htnrted  alUr  tlii*  yoiilh.  \  shall  not  FmI  i 
unlJI  I  olinU  linvf!  doMtroyod  hU  Hartford  market  for  him. 

A  r.»i|.li!  i'l   liis  lno3t  proniiUfnt  ondoi-soni  are  dead.      I   wish  1   krw* 


iv.cpimii  laM  mghl  .  ,  .  -Mr.  Hlaiue  rci^eivt-d  w- 
ii..]i,"  KvitvIkmIv  wiw  .•r.ii^riituljitiii;:  liim  an.l  Mrs. 
^n-tiiUl  <r>iilii  not  .Miil.iiii  liiniself.  He  iicnrlv  liuj:H 
,  r  loiir  ^'li.iii.ii-  nl.l  Jiiii."  It  h;us  the  first  th.ie  I  cm 
liin  .lirii  ;  hiil  I  l'.,r;,^uvi'  Mr.  (lurMi'ld  on  the  ^pot.  Gep- 
i:il  in  tliL-  « liol,.  iliiitwn  ywirs  \\v  liiis  bocti  in  the  Huuk 
,  lie  n>-\.-v  s:iw  s..  Iirilli:uil  a  vietory  as  that  ot  Mr 
Mr,  It^iiiiliill  !1M  broiiplit  up  his  atnhesty  bill.  Mr. 
hi>  iiini'iiiliui'tit  In  liiive  the  sevon  hundred  and  fiftj  iiim 

sty  I'lL-l   liikr  :iii  nalli,  and  to  exclude    Jeff.   i).ivi-. 

V   uiij  111  W<-\<  lihn  fmni  iijieftking,  bin  he  has  alwa.vi 
-ii,' I  I"  -iiivrik.     Ill-  laid  I  Hit  llie  n^i-oinid  on  Mi'niliJ 
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spoke  —  very  bitter  and  extreme,  but  far  better  adapted  to  the  8u1)ject 
because  not  frivolous.  Wednesday  Genera]  Gariield  proved  more  at 
length,  and  conclusively,  what  Mr.  Blaine  had  alleged,  that  Jeflfoi'son 
Davis  was  responsible  for  the  infamy  of  Andersonville.  I  never  heard 
him  speak  better.  lie  had  one  thing  to  do,  and  did  it  well.  Thursday 
Mr.  Blaine  closed  debate  with  another  speech,  less  symmetrical  than 
the  first,  because  he  had  only  to  meet  the  points  tliat  came  up,  and 
could  not  lay  it  out  (|uite  so  squarely,  but  very  eflective.  It  ended 
without  a  vote  by  the  bill  being  referred  to  the  judiciary,  where  it  was 
supposed  it  would  lie  indefinitely,  awaiting  its  turn  with  seven  hundred 
others.  Yestenlay  morning  Governor  IloUlcn,  of  Nortli  Carolina,  sent  him 
a  letter,  which  he  said  at  breakfast  he  would  have  given  its  weight  in 
diamonds  for  the  day  before,  that  he  might  produce  it  in  the  discussion. 
That  morning  I  walked  up  to  the  Capitol  with  him,  and  had  hanlly  got 
home  before  a  note  came  to  send  up  Governor  llolden's  letter  instimtly. 
ft  seems  that  the  Democrats,  having  no  work  blocked  out,  got  hold  of  the 
bills  and  drew  this  one  out,  and  were  going  to  have  a  vote  at  once  with 
Batiks^s  amendment — accepting  the  oath,  and  JetT.  Davis  with  it.  Our 
people  pulled  in  all  the  men  from  the  lobby  and  outside  to  fill  the  vote 
against  it.  They  got  the  negro  members  in  a  room  by  themselves  and 
laboreil  with  them,  and  finally  they  got  them  compacted,  and  really  got 
seven  more  votes,  I  think  it  was,  than  were  needed  to  defeat  the  bill,  which 
requires  a  two-thiixis  vote.  Then  Mr.  Blaine  moved  to  reconsider.  What 
he  wanted  was  a  record  on  the  Jefferson  Davis  amendment  separately .  lie 
said  tliat  such  was  the  temper  of  the  House  that  they  could  probably  get  their 
amnesty  bill  through,  but  he  wished  every  one  who  wanted  Davis  in  to 
recbixl  his  vote,  ay  or  no.  This  the  Democrats  did  not  wish  to  do.  They 
wished  to  record  on  the  amnesty  bill,  but  had  no  relish  for  being  advertised 
through  the  country  as  advocates  for  Davis.  So  tlien  JVIr.  Blaine  withdrew 
his  motion  to  reconsider,  which  effectually  killed  the  bill.  The  Democrats 
were  completely  surprised  and  dismayed.  One  of  the  morning  paj)ers  says, 
•*  People  are  beginning  to  think  that  Mr.  Ex-Speaker  Blaine,  by  himself 
alone,  constitutes  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives. '^  The 
papers  give  you  no  idea  of  it.  Th«y,  indeed,  are  generally  ollish,  and  damn 
-with  faint  praise ;  but  it  has  been  a  wonderful  battle  and  a  splendid  victory. 
He  is  perfect  master  of  tlie  situation.  He  knows  the  parlianienUry  rules  by 
instinct.  He  is  absolutely  without  fear  or  nervousness,  and  talks  with  just 
as  much  freedom  as  by  our  own  table  in  Hamilton,  and  in  precisely  the 
same  way.  His  impetuosity  is  overpowering.  The  only  difference  is  that 
instead  of  a  few  admiring  women  he  has  a  crowd  of  angry  and  balHe<l  men 
in  front  of  him ;  aq^kometimes  it  seemed  as  if  the  whole  sixty  rebels  on 
the  other  side  wer4||^  their  feet  at  once,  imd  he  just  defying  them  all. 
Old  membera  here  say  that  they  never  saw  anything  so  superbly  done. 
Professor  Seelye  spoke  once  —  very  well  too,  but  illogically  —  agreeing  to 
the  oath,  but  thinking  best  to  let  Jefl*.  Davis  alone.  Mr.  Blaine  addressed 
him  in  his  second  speech  to  refute  him,  but  interjected  **  wlu)se  co<)peration 
I  crave."    Professor  Seelye  shook  hands  with  him  afterwaixls  very  cordially. 
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anil  «li1,  "  Yon  know  I  HnoY  exai-Uy  ^•j^rt^t  with  jou,  Inil  jna  U«(e  bwfi 
»  ix>n>|nadn)C  hfn>  Uinnich  lhl»  whiilo  ilohaln." 

From  lion.  J.  \V.  Wi-l.b  to  Mr.  Blaino: 

jAKCAIir   IS,  lO. 
lloK.  .1.  G.  Itr.AiNE. 

Mr  DKAK  SiK :  Whflti  a  iiahlic  ni*n  ably  and  (eftrlewlj  iUsr-bflr^>  bit 
wholv  dotj  ill  ilclitnn.'  o(  ih.-  right,  ht-  ordinKitly  find»  hb  r«*ftn1  In  il« 
a{iprr>ball»n  nf  Uin  ])«o|)l('.  Indiutlml  Uiruugh  the  iiiiblh-  prw  nf  the 
f«unir)- ;  but  wlwn  n  purtioii  of  that  pre**,  hi  whii-h  hf  n^urKlljr  1i"Aj(  fnf 
appruviil  when  right,  np^nlf  intKn-pntninu  hU  iiiotlvot.  mif^takto  hti 
nrtiona.  luiii  Mrckx  lo  buSId  up  public  iipiiiirm  ngiunat  htm.  hj  astiunloi 
that  tliu  peoplo  mv  pacing  an  oitvonw  kciiWikm-  upon  hla  ixmiluct,  tt  he- 
cniD«w  thp  iluty  nf  uU  wh"  liave  tak»-n  p»rt  in  poblic  afTntra  to  i-ome  U-  tta 

At  wivnnty-four  I  may  jusily  clHlm  t.i  havn  rctimd  from  political  lilt; 
htil  the  tliuo  Itiw  twen  when  I  hiul  »  righl  ti)  be  hi-an1,  boUi  uajitdgvkoda 
n>pri!i»nnlJitivo  nf  publiu  i»itiiiiuii :  anil  I  fi»el  it  iticiimhmt  upim  mc  to  mj  U 
yon,  thai.  Id  oontDimi  vitJi  Qw  Hi^piibliuiui  M-ntimont  of  the  ctMiDtr;,  aod  «f 
tl)«  I'linnctinnx  uf  all  hmivnt  ami  patriotic  men,  of  All  partiox  and  «l  iB 
HmiioiiH  of  tho  countrv,  I  mnnx  ri.nlially  apppovtt  of  your  iwurM  in  *l^»* 
ing  to  ainn(H>tytng  the  infanuitiB  !ya«lor  of  the  lute  Rnliollloii.  Wlwt 
ui<X  ud  did  WM  a  duly  and.  thcr«foro.  a  neMKuiy ;  and  whotenr 
MnaMliuiMiM,  you  Hohly  nurit  Iht-  thanks  and  gtvtitode  of  all  rigfct 

Kilt  il  i>  ,-!»ii!  liy  yniir  IihiIikit-.  ihiil  yi'ii  li:ivf  not  imly  injured  the  Rppuh- 


H.  ill  n;;:iiil  li'  i;iiiiiiit:iti-.  I'.T  (lir  presiiieiii'v  ;iii<l  with  "  prcsiiifiil 
,-■•   I  ll;,^.■  j.H-l>:ililv  lia.I  a.-  l.ni.'U  li.  .1..  as  iuiy  man   Ihiiifr;  ai"i  ^' 

imw,  1   h:ni'  niriOv  I Istiikcn  in  rcKanl  to  niMilts.      Yonr  lalepi,* 

inr  pnliliv  tUTvIci'^  anil  iinimitietit  jtoMtiou  mudo  you  a  candidate  ill 
Kin,  mill  you  wiTD  •ri'n'hiiilly  sinking  into  the  position  which  w 
s  filial  to  Wnb-itcr  ami  Cluy,  —  t-onwdt'd  miirits  niid  ability,  and  the 
i'i>  ivf  iin  I'Xfitiii;;  i-iinsii  ur  i-kcusi'  fur  uvery  man's  fettling  IhW  thfi 
'iiUi'd  ii|ii>n  ti>  lijrlit  II  bitttle  iti  your  bphalf.  Suoh  a  oondition  pvm 
['1-n  itnd  L'\''r  »'ill  he  falnl  to  the  suci-ess  of  J^lic  men  under  oiu' 
itions,  anil  from  tlii*.  thank  (iod,  you  hnve  e^^ed. 

11  t(Kj  Itiiii;  iihi'i'iit  fn>ni  the  i-r>iinirj-  to  .judge  what  were  vonr 
ri'siileni-y  last   n-eek;bnll 
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you  before,  absolutely  admire  and  love  you  now.  You  have  struck  the 
chord  to  which  all  the  better  feelings  of  their  nature  respond;  and  be 
assured  that  thousands  everywhere,  who  cared  very  little  one  week  ago 
who  received  the  nomination  from  the  Re))ul)lican  convention,  now  offer 
up  prayers  for  yuur  success ;  and  by  the  frank  and  earnest  expression  of 
their  feelings  will  do  much  to  accomplish  their  triumph.  .  .  .  During 
the  week  there  have  been  nightly,  social  gatherings ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  I  have  not  met  with  a  solitary  individual  who  has  not  approved 
of  your  course,  and  condemned  in  very  decided  terms  the  conduct  of  my 
old  friend  Samuel  Bowles,  in  the  **  Republican. ^^  But  I  need  not  tell  you 
that  the  so-called  **  Independent  Press,^^  .  .  .  have  become  and  are 
thorough-going  Democratic  papers.  Alas  for  the  independence  of  the 
press !  It  has  vanished ;  and  all  because  the  purpose  of  newspapers  has 
been  lost  sight  of.  Nowadays  they  are  made  to  sell.  When  you  and  I 
were  editors  we  did  not  follow,  but  made,  public  sentiment ;  and  we  also 
made  presidents.    But  things  have  changed  now. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips : 

January  16,  1876. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  triumph.  Such  the  country  re- 
^rds  it.  I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  the  check  you've  given  to  this 
ridiculous  gush  which  threatens  to  wash  away  half  the  landmarks  of  our 
-war-gain,  —  one-third  of  it  devilish  craft;  one-third  hypocrisy;  the  rest, 
perhaps,  honest  stupidity. 

Such  a  protest  was  needed  just  now  to  stun  this  drunken  people  into  a 
sober  estimate  of  their  position  and  danger.  You  were  most  emphatically 
ihe  man  to  make  it.  Thanks  for  your  fidelity,  and  heaity  congratulations 
on  your  admirable  success. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  W.  G.  Brownlow  (of  Tennessee)  : 

Washington,  January  16,  1876. 

.  .  St.  John  said,  **  We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death 
ante  life  because  we  love  the  brethren."  Mr.  Hill  has  always  been  a  very 
devout  brother  Methodist  of  mine,  and  I  judge  him  by  this  rule  in  reading 
his  utterances  in  the  House  in  view  of  his  professed  desire  for  reconcili- 
atioTi.  ...  If  you  meet  the  enemy  again  this  session,  I  can  only  wish 
you  the  success  which  has  already  crowned  your  efforts. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Charles  Emory  Smith  : 

Albany,  January  18,  1876. 
I  must  congratulate  you  upon  your  brilliant  fight  and  splendid  success 
in  the  House.    It  was  magnificent.    Its  effects  are  being  felt  everywhere. 


lUOGRAFIir 

It»pnbU(«n>  uni  »tirrwl  wid  otikiwlleil,  ihd  opponiUon  oobIiwumM  uJ 
ovarwhuluHxI.  ...  1  awdc  U  *  part  of  my  biwinw*  to  follow  jim 
■■loMtly.  tu  puliliuli  your  xpmiub  in  full,  itnd  to  havo  my  »»y.  m  *iKJi»rf. 

The  muw  in  Irue  »f  llio  •I'liool  quertlon.  .  .  .  Tfon  ocMup«IUie»hi)l« 
odORtiT  to  fuUow  yxii  wJUi  tntcrort. 

Tu  Mr.  Uliiiiii'.  finiii  Mre.  KUm  Kwiiig  Slicruiaii  : 

St.  lAfure.  Fnliroary  *.  M*. 

Mt  pkaii  (iiiiHN  ;  Iture  I  atii  lighting  Catliolic  tditor*.  iwd  going  lorU 
diJly  ttrniMl  '■ua|>-ii-pir'  "  In  ymir  linfnnt-e,  ^sherevcr  thorw  amy  boBiui*- 
ureanl  IwUI  nnungh  to  iwsitil  you  —  nntl  ywi  h«vo  iwrt  imndwwwmfcil  l« 
MwwBr  my  loiter.  ,  .  .  !  sm  for  ywu  »lw«iyt  —  nod  as  ■  fsmily  wr  dl 
ar«  —  tho  gcineml  iw.-Imlwl ;  tut  wa  know  OiM  you  would  fill  the  iBniiioq 
.)(  J'TMidenl  Willi  hom.r  and  dignity,  luid  «ld.  by  your  ndminirtnOion, « 
limtro  anil  n  glory  tn  Um  i»iunlry. 

RntHlmtl  WI1  liuvu  tliittiiatisriu.tUi)n?  Yuur  demoustnuion  regwdliigtkK 
Slat*  (.'onatilutions  nnd  nclionl  laws  will  play  wul  havoc  with  yout  IntanM 
amaofourlrikh  rriendii  and  Catholic* ;  Imt  timu  imty  uhangi)  Uiis.  Amy 
nil,  yuu  have  my  honrt-ddt  imd  hiuuVslrong  wlshe*  for  tbo  attalumnnt  nf 
yow  Kinbitioui  dtnls  lisre.  and  for  what  is  »o  luucli  beyotid,  aa  to  auki 
Mt,  indeed,  be,  as  St.  I'aul  «ays,  dratu  and  dirt.  .  .  .  B.  has  tuU  ms 
of  your  great  kJiidntM«  to  her.     May  Uitavcn  bless  you.  luj  dear  ■jm'^ 


v..  Ml.  r.l.iinr,  finm   .\h.   Itrlisi.ti  .1.  1.... 


ltiivKi[  I'l.Ms.s.  X.Y-,  Kobni:ir>-  U.  IW 


l.i!S,im..i.:r.>f  |s.;i.  The 
i-Uihiuii  hy  n:uU,  «li...1ij 
■(^il  it  Ic)  tl»!  pro])iT  livprl- 
iiiiLo:iled  m  me   In-  tin-  lale 
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Nation,  but  it  is  neither  wise  nor  wholesome  for  us  to  forget  them.  There 
was  great  wisdom  and  truth  in  the  remark  of  Cicero  against  Cataline, 
"Mercy  toward  traitors  is  cruelty  to  the  State." 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Chicago : 

February  23.  1876. 

At  the  Republican  conference  meeting  held  here  yesterday,  there  were 
about  fifty  of  the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  sergeants  of  the  party  at  roll- 
call,  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  In  fact  it  was  a  State  convention,  except 
in  form.  The  presidential  expression  was  quite  generally  in  your  favor. 
.  .  .  When  you  made  your  two  speeches  on  the  amnesty  question,  the 
Eastern  papers  denounced  you,  and  said  you  had  ruined  yourself  politically. 
I  did  not  think  so.  We  followed  up  the  Andersonville  Jeff.  Davis  business, 
until  the  responsive  echoes  came  back  from  the  old  guard.  As  the  West 
warmed  up,  the  East  began  to  catch  a  little  of  the  heat.  Your  currency 
speech  was  well  received,  and  strengthened  you  much  with  the  **  honest- 
money  "  classes,  who  don't  care  a  great  deal  about  party  politics.  .  .  . 
Wisconsin  spoke  out  quite  plainly  in  your  favor,  and  so  will  the  rest  of  the 
Western  States  in  due  time. 

From  G. : 

Washington,  February  26,  1876. 

Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  Curtis  ((i.  W.)  gave  a  long  look  around  the 
(round)  table,  tlie  flowers,  and  the  company,  and  said  to  me  softly,  **  I  often 
hear  people  speak  of  a  *  beautiful  dinner,'  but  this  is  indeed  a  beautiful 
dinner."  Or  you  may  choose  what  Senator  O.  said  to  Mr.  Hlaine  after- 
wards, •*  Why,  it  was  a  devil  of  a  time!"  .  .  .  Sir  Edward  Thornton 
thought  Mr.  Blaine  was  mistaken  about  a  man's  being  expelled  from  the 
House  some  years  ago,  and  offered  to  bet  a  gold  sovereign  against  a  half 
eagle.  Mr.  Blaine  took  it,  and  Sir  Edward  has  just  sent  in  the  sovereign, 
with  a  very  handsome  letter.  .  .  .  Judge  Hoar  was  invited,  being 
here  on  a  visit,  but  was  engaged  elsewhere,  and  came  in  after  dinner, 
bright,  and  full  of  cordiality.  He  says  in  a  letter  this  (Monday)  morning, 
that  the  President  (or  as  he  says,  **  the  individual  in  question")  assured 
him  that  he  should  do  nothing  to  oust  Bristow.  This,  however,  you  need 
not  proclaim.  Also  that  the  President  said  to  Mr.  Hlaine  the  other  day,  he 
should  support  the  nominee  of  the  Cincinnati  convention,  and  had  no  idea 
who  it  would  be,  but  said,  **  Mr.  Blaine,  if  I  wanted  to  ruin  you,  I  should 
oome  out  for  you.  On  whomsoever  the  weight  of  this  administration  falls, 
it  will  crush  him ;"  and  I  rather  pitied  him,  for  it  cannot  be  a  pleasant 
thing  to  know. 

From  Walker  : 

New  Haven,  February  28,  1876. 

.     .     .     I  hear  and  read  on  every  hand  all  sort  of  nnnors  and  prophe- 
cies, but  am  keeping  my  mind  well  off  the  subject  by  going  deep  into 
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bUtory.    Balurday  broit^lit  the  nicmt  \eVWt  fmm  ftuhnr  I  evrr 
tu  hnva  mL-oivi7(l,  a  liitiur  wbit:fa  I  Kkftil  uorutint;  pnnerve. 

Wasihhotok.  Mareh 

Th«  other  <lny   when  Wiuhlnj^n  Torriiory  elodod  BlAfne  iMvpitM, 

Mr,  Blaine  >n\af  In  tloiiri filing  hi*  lule^ani.  "  Wnll.  Mninc  '    ' 

Wiuihingtiln  Trrritory  in  tar  mr ;  (Af  Uttit  gap  t/tttPtcn  ll  la  tor  mjr  fritadi 

to  fill  up !" 


Frutn  Judge  NohIi  Davis: 


New  Vobk.  Mamh  HJ,  IflS. 
1  tlic  A<K(il  of  con^rauilaliuiu  fOB 


I  b«g  leave  tti  wlA  a  sln^lp  g^lnhnlo 
■re  RMWivlng. 

Of  ftll  "  liiv  SpMtkera,"  you  are  thn  mont  fortunnlR  in  junr  riitinu.7.  te 
Dooiuii-ver  loft  tlie  diair  willi  atiprulntiuu  fio  univerani  ami  s>i  whiiUf 
frw  (ntnipsttlmiiihlp-.  nnil  whilo  tliU  !■  ima.  tm  niir  nan  aaj  jm  Inm 
not  buvn  at  nil  tiniei  faiUiful  U>  Uiu  priuuipleH  of  your  party,  and  ««niB«% 
aliv«  U>  Itii  Integrity. 

1  «u)  only  itiipB  Uiat,  la  thn  new  rTilo  at  lcail«r  at  tli«  minority  In 
Houw,  yt'ii  may  ho  able  b)  win  for  yoursalf  thn  aame  tnowl  of  rri^Ut, 
lai^tf  til  t-oRtribula  In  riotiirv  the  (alouMt)  luiil  pnatigu  uf  ItepublicaaiaB. 
1  do  ngidMpalr  ai  tbe  future.     1  have  faith  ntill.  that  Ii0publlceui  piiod- 
plw  tnaj  trinoipli  in  tlM  nnitmaial  oootML    Bat  il  nmst  be  tltrou^  m< 
o|>i>nly  avowwi  HctiTmlnfltion  lo  »l»!Uni(in  nrmr*.  nnilo  wtoiips,  anil  mAt 

Ini- ily  Hiis,  111,-  <'ll:ltll|>i.>ll  of  ritrtit. 


I  iliii 


I'lf, 


V   Ha' 


[.  Mi»i 


ilv  li'ii  wi'i'k*  more  in  Yalt-.  I  hi>|B;  10  lie 
III!  I'V  fnurli'sy  :iti  eitiication. 
liilifii!  Si.-n.-y  1  jii|)iH)se  now  they  will  trj- 
I'l-ijiut.  li.ivtTiiDr  Kiifrli-ih  is  ptT-'i'inally »' 
Miiinr,  lliiil  I  lliiiik  iheri'  is  vtTV  little  pro*' 
li.Mii^on.  111,.  l{,-iiiil.li<-an  i-an.li.hUe.  whoisa 
I  run.  :iTul  iii:it,^rially  R'llufi-  the  majority  .if 
.1  .i,(,>n  (o  111,'  l).'mo<Tals.  If  (iovern.'i 
■.-rvtIiLii;:   1   hail   that   tlie   KepulilitUJi- 
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there  were  prospects  of  foreign  complications,  and  the  great  G.  W.  was 
made  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  and  some  one  wrote  to  Jno.  Adams 
congratulating  him  on  having  the  cotiperation  of  the  father  of  his  country. 
••  I  would  have  you  know,''  wrote  back  Jno.  Adams,  "  that  there  were 
other  gentlemen  who  fought  for  this  country  than  Mr.  Washington.  I  am 
getting  tired  of  hearing  continually  of  Mr.  Washington,"  etc.  1  begin  to 
have  something  the  same  feeling.  But  I  am  growing  cross  and  crabbed ; 
so  with  love  to  all.     .     . 


From  Walker: 

New  Haven,  March  26.  1876. 

Dearest  Mother  :  Since  you  were  so  kind  as  to  have  no  objection  to 
my  bringing  on  a  fellow  to  spend  the  spring  vacation,  I  have  invited  my 
chum  to  come  on,  and  he  hiis  accepted.  ...  As  Mark  Twain  lectured 
that  evening  before  the  Law  School  Club,  and  as  I  had  never  heard  him,  I 
was  led  away  from  hearing  the  general.  However,  1  called  on  him  that 
evening,  and  he  thought  I  had  heard  him,  which  did  quite  as  well.  .  .  . 
The  general  talked  somewhat  on  politics,  thought  father  could  carry  New 
York  were  he  nominated,  and  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  pledged  delega- 
tion from  that  State,  thougli  he  was  personally  a  friend  and  admirer  of 
Senator  Conkling.  He  was  veiy  complimentary  to  father  personally,  though 
somewhat  doubtful  of  Republican  sueeoss  in  the  national  campaign  next 
fall.  Polite  to  the  utmost  verge  as  usual.  .  .  .  Then  Friday  evening 
I  went  out  to  a  little  party,  wliere  1  had  a  pleasant  evening,  tliough  they 
insisted  on  playing  twenty  questions,  a  game,  a  subtle  invention  of  the 
adversary  to  bore  one  nearly  to  death.  The  party  was  made  up  of  all 
ages,  and  I  would  have  been  much  Ix^tter  enteilained  had  I  been  let  alone. 
Why  don't  people  learn  that  when  two  or  three  people  are  gathered  to- 
gether, they  can  best  be  entertained  by  being  allowed  to  entertain  them- 
selves ?  .  .  .  1  am  beginning  to  count  time  in  small  numbers  until  my 
graduation  now,  as  there  are  only  ten  weeks  after  the  next  vacation. 

From  v.: 

March  29,  1876. 

.  .  .  Mrs.  Bancroft  told  me  that  at  the  Syracuse  convention  a  gen- 
tleman said  to  G.  W.  Curtis,  **  I  understand  you  dined  with  Mr.  Blaine, 
and  that  he  offered  you  the  English  mission." — **Ah!"  said  Mr.  Curtis. 
••  my  price  has  risen.     I  thought  1  was  bought  by  the  dinner  alone.' 


n 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Judge  Noah  Davis : 

New  York,  April  25,  1876. 
I  have  just  read  your  vindication  of  yesterday.     It  is  clear,  explicit,  and 
oomplete.     I  have  never  had  a  doubt  of  the  utter  falsity  of  the  charges 


tjpilaBt  jmt  —  Mil)  hoivaftftr,  no  hoiiorablu  mtui  can  have  one  I  un  glwl 
yon  hnvii  takim  Uio  uuhIu  you  have  lo  inwt  the  «l»nJcrt'™ ;  for  I  un  mrt 
your  vlrtilioati'in  wHl  Iw  iinivunmlly  miptnled  as  Hie  frank  and  bold  aHer- 
•noeii  nf  lnnooam.'n  uiiil  trutli.    llianhs  anil  ctin^ratulaliuus. 

To  Mr.  BUim-.  from  Hon.  A.  P.  Gonl<i : 

TiioMAsniv.  Ms..  April  iff,  IfCG. 

Allow  ni«  lo  ooni^nitulatt)  you  opon  youv  coinplrte  viudioalion  of  jnur. 
Nolf  in  iho  UouMi  yotUrday.  I  wish  tn  oxpruai  niy  grwtlfiwitinn  Utat  tlao- 
dor  U  IHrnly,  in  this  in«tane«i,  U)  rwoll  opon  ihn  hmda  uf  iu  pmiuoUmi. 
Tim  oliaTKV  waa  aii  Inipmliable  one ;  but  in  theae  Jays  of  gcnoral  cmroi'- 
tton  alnxMit  any  i-liargn  agaiuae  a  publlit  man  h  prwliux]  by  maay.  [  tnut 
that  the  allviupt  (o  AettM  your  noniinadnn  bj-  auvh  foul  luouia  will  *d> 
vanoe  your  pnnpocla,  a*  ll  ougbL  I  am  of  that  nnmher  of  Dcmattsto 
who  would  prefer  your  suciwsm  tn  that  of  any  other  pcrwiti  yet  nanivd  u 
the  prolinble  nnminnc  of  the  RiipiitiUcan  party.  If  wn  cnnnol  liavo  a  Dan- 
tiemtiu  Preaident  (which  I  iniat  wc  may),  I  profi^r  a  man  I't  itoMlifMl  axpr- 
rlenrii  and  naturally  conwrviaivu  laniloncit's.  siic.li  a*  1  know  j-ou  poaMu. 
unluiu  you  have  vorj'  niuoh  ohan^i]  from  what  you  v/vre  wheii  [  knew  jwi 


Ki-oio  Jnlin  G.  Wliittier: 

AVEBBvny,  IHtit.  &(h  i 
1  waa  not  knowl]t|riy  a  oamHdata  for  th«  Cincinnati  a 

I  .1.1  nnl  f<-.-l  nhU  In   ^r.  Ihr..il^'h   -u.-h   .i   Inl.nr,      T 


l:  Mr.  I'.h.iii.-  frnm<'.il.  .I.iliri   Hay: 
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after  telegram  coming  in  **  solid  for  Blaine.*'  Many  think  it  is  a  foregone 
conclusion.  I  should  think  so  myself,  if  it  depended  upon  popular  feeling. 
I  think  the  country  is  noticeably  for  him  even  to  enthusiasm  —  quite 
unusually  so  for  a  contested  nomination.  Why  I  am  not  on  the  whole 
confident  is  that  there  are  so  many  ways  by  which  the  will  of  the  people  is 
defeated.  Those  who  know  •'  the  ropes  "  can  •*  pull  the  wires ''  and  get 
the  machinery  into  their  hands.  Mr.  Blaine  knows  '*  the  machine*'  as 
well  as  any  one,  but  the  trouble  with  him  is  that  there  arc  some  things  he 
will  not  do,  and  one  of  them  is  to  truck  and  dicker.  Whatever  can  be  got 
by  organizing  forces,  by  foresight  and  combination  and  sagacity,  he  will  do. 
He  does  not  affect  to  be  indifferent.  He  will  do  anything  that  an  honorable 
man  should ;  but  there  he  stops.  Of  one  thing  you  may  be  sure :  it  is  no 
small  compliment  to  receive  the  suffrage  of  so  many  conventions.  What- 
ever happens,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  see  State  after  State  coming  in  for 
him.  .  .  .  Just  here,  another  telegram  from  Missouri.  **We  count 
for  you  a  clear  majority."  You  must  remember,  too,  that  this  is  done  in 
the  face  of  all  the  scandal  which  tliey  are  persistently  bringing  up  against 
him.  and  is  therefore  the  more  satisfactory.  I  don't  pin  any  faith  in  tlie 
future,  but  I  exult  now,  just  as  A.  always  sounds  victory  at  croquet  as  soon 
as  her  ball  bobs  through  the  first  wicket.  The  investigation  is  an  outrage, 
and  many  Democrats  are  coming  to  think  so.  Governor  Connor,  of  Maine, 
told  11.  that  the  Democrats  down  in  Maine  were  as  mad  about  it  as  the 
Republicans.  S.  writes  that  Deacon  II.  of  their  church  turned  round  to 
E.  last  Sunda}'  while  the  minister  was  pronoun(;ing  the  benediiition,  and 
said,  **  Did  you  see  Colonel  Scott's  splendid  vindication  of  Mr.  Blaine  ?  " 
loud  enough  for  all  the  neighl>ors  to  hear.  lie  was  so  happy  he  could 
not  wait.  ...  If  Mr.  Blaine  should  not  be  nominated,  I  think  we 
shall  go  home  about  June  20th.     If  he  is,  we  shall  be  delayed. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Rev.  Dr.  Weblj : 

Boston,  May  21).  187G. 

My  dear  Mr.  Blaine:  Good  deal  like  the  day  of  judgment,  isn't  it? 
Everything  you  ever  did,  and  most  of  the  things  you  ever  refused  to  do. 
mustered  and  massed  and  hurled  at  you  with  the  force  of  jealousy. 
malignity,  and  enraged  malice.  Only  in  that  day  the  Judge  is  not  a  man 
that  he  should  lie,  nor  are  his  accusers  to  be  savages  with  tomahawk  and 
seal  ping-knife,  to  hack  and  scalp,  and  th«»n  ti*y  afterwards.     .     .     . 

But  what  I  want  is  to  preach  a  little  to  you  as  my  old  parishioner :  ask 
Mrs.  Blaine  if  she  don't  believe  in  the  total,  and  unlimited,  and  absolute 
depravity  of  some  men?    .     .     . 

Secondly.  Do  you  keep  calm,  and  sleep  nine  hours  every  night ;  and  if 
you  can't  keep  calm,  keep  as  calm  as  you  can.  The  strain  upon  you  nuist 
be  something  fearful.  It  frightens  me  to  see  reports  of  your  illness.  The 
stake  is  large,  but  your  life  is  not  to  be  endan<jered.  You  may  not  be 
conscious  of  the  tension.  This  **  secondly"  is  the  main  thing  which  I  want 
you  to  noti(«  and  profit  by,  —  restrain  your  feelings,  restrain  your  mental 


BoUoD,  pul  hnin  &nil  biNirt  re|j:iilarlj  to  roat.     A  Utile  mora  troM  in  iioi,  | 
my  broUivr.  n  nudn){  in   IIU  finividcnun.  Iliii  will  hulp  jmn  jnM  i 
And  msj  God  LImh  yout    Aiueu. 

W*«iiis<JTi.s«.  M»y  89, 1876- 
.  .  .  Jndgv  Allen  wiu  »1so  In,  n  Maine  man,  ii»w  Jwlgo  Id  HswtiiiX] 
lalund*.  Ilci  h(U<  juft  niruii  fmni  Bitnirnr,  luxl  SAid  hii  had  n  •alnun 
m«MHgi<  whk-h  h«  was  (xiruiulHioiied  to  deliver  from  Jadge  Appletan, 
lutil  tnuiy  othoni  in  Maino,  titnt  they  wiuilcd  !<■  itaHurn  Mr.  Bl&ine  b 
tfan  moBl  emplintld  niannor  that  Ihetr  citnifldence  In  hiiu  wait  absolute  ind 
unimpain-d;  tlinl  Ihuj,  wfio  had  known  liini  and  lovwl  hbn  ind  witcluiJ 
liim  from  his  youth,  wure  {ollowlntf  him  aUll  irlihuiiwnverin^  ilvroiJoDand 
Irunt;  tlmt  all  llu!  nttadk*  ii|>»n  him  only  itndiMrod  liim  to  thviu  ibn  nion^ 
that  nu  words  uuuld  express  tlie  Itidiguutiuii  of  Hnine,  Denun-rmt  as  well  u 
Repulilk-an,  al  Uiv  pcnuwullan  of  which  h<i  I*  th»  abj«ot,  lutd  which  '«>t 
i>hows  huw  torniidable  he  Is  Id  the  enomy ;  ikiU  they  kndw  how  npcn  aoi 
atiove-bnard  wnrx  nil  tluum  liiwinraii  irannKtidim  which  tli«  »i<uanitr«lt 
are  tryiO);  tu  make  uapltnl  out  of;  Uut  lliey  wi-re  familiar  with  ibnm  H 
the  tlnio,  niul  know  there  wus  no  lir?nth  of  inipvoprioty  In  them,  n^- 
Indeed,  Judge  Allen  In  gMnf;  the  niwsu^  lii  )1.  for  Mr.  Itlainc.  told  bcr 
that  Hlie  I'onli)  nnt  iMn  Inngiiftgc  lim  iilrong;  ami  tli«  t«ara«uii«  into  bU 
ryns,  and  II.  uould  nut  H|Muk,  omA  he  wum  mi  exettiMl  that  liu  woilld  hold  hi.'t 
hand,  then  Ktart,  tlicn  tiikn  it  again  and  bvgln  tww.  .  .  .  lluwevrr. 
il  will  only  laat  a  iurUitght.  uulnas  \ic  is  nutniiMted,  la  wblob  cue  1  rap'  - 
poM  thpy  will  keep  It  up  HI!  Npvenil"" 

UtI  thiMI'  Sl.llh  :        I    .loll-l    lllillk    I    Shoill,!    if  1    .-Olllll    g.' 

..v.T-,«aii.'uinr  think  it  i-  a  f.T.-.-i.ii.' .■ Iii^i.n.  f..r 


ucu.  in  wmon  cue  i  rap-  _ 
iiiiv  the   I^rd  have  nH!f<7  * 
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yoo  have  laid  down  about  priyate  correspondence  is  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able that  can  be  impressed  upon  public  law  with  reference  to  political 
investigations.  That  a  committee  which  has  been  given  limited  powers 
should  assert  unlimited  power  threatens  everybody.  The  Court  of  Star 
Chamber  did  not  assert  or  really  grasp  more  arbitrary  power  than  the 
American  House  of  Representatives  lias  been  doing  all  winter  and  is  doing 
to-day.  The  precedents  for  the  case  of  Hallett  Kilbouni  are  to  be  found  in 
the  assertions  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that  of  these  investigating 
committees  in  the  Star  Chamber  of  tlie  Stuarts.  Dispassionately  I  think 
that  the  principle  you  have  laid  down  is  one  worth  the  contending  for,  and 
I  would  not  give  up  tliose  letters  in  any  event. 

I  trust  to  see  in  to-moiTow's  papers  that  you  have  produced  the  testimony 
of  lawyers  to  sustain  you  in  your  point.  If  the  pu1)Iic  has  got  to  know  all 
the  purely  pei^sonal  secrets  of  a  man^s  private  life,  wliy  then  I  am  an  aris- 
tocrat or  a  Helot,  I  care  not  which.  I  want  to  be  counted  as  against  such  a 
public.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  one  thing  which  now  is  needful. 
Personally,  however  little  you  may  care  for  the  nomination  at  Cincinnati, 
you  need  it  more  and  more  for  these  brutal  lying  attacks.  Notliing  suc- 
ceeds like  success,  and  the  very  men  who  in  newspapers  shout  to-day  that 
Blaine  is  ruined,  to-morrow,  should  you  be  a  candidate  and,  as  would  be 
undoubtedly  true,  elected,  would  hurl  their  hats  to  the  sky  in  your  honor. 

••  How  proud  you  must  be,"  said  a  friend  to  Cromwell  when  he  returned 
from  his  campaign  in  Ireland,  **  to  see  the  crowds  of  people  that  have 
turned  out  to  honor  you ! " —  **  Yes,"  was  the  reply,  **  but  how  many  more 
would  have  turned  out  to  see  me  hanged!"  The  public  press  and  the 
canaille  will  shout  and  deride,  and  praise  and  huzza  in  the  same  breath  the 
same  man. 

But  however  painful  the  atta(;ks  of  perjuring  witnesses  and  more-than- 
perjuring  nevvspapei's  may  be,  however  distressing  an  investigation  con- 
ducted for  partisan  ends  and  purposes  and  with  partisan  bitterness  and  hate, 
may  prove,  there  is  one  Tribunal  which  will  need  to  pass  no  judgment,  and 
to  whom  the  testimony  of  suborned  and  lying  witnesses  is  of  no  possible 
account.  Your  children,  those  who  may  read  and  re:ison  now,  and  those 
who  will  learn  to  do  so  hereafter,  will  need  no  distinction  to  make  a  father's 
name  dearer,  and  no  praise  of  mon  or  good  repute  to  make  his  honoi* 
greater.  ••  1  have  learned,"  onee  said  Horace  Binney,  **  that  the  honors  of 
a  public  life  are  but  baiTen,  and  the  distress  and  anxiety  great;  but  the 
esteem  of  friends  and  the  love  of  kindred  is  a  solaee  that  never  fails,  and 
a  pleasure  that  never  proves  delusive."  Of  the  latter  you  are  certainly 
:issured. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  William  M.  Evarts  : 

Windsor,  Vt.,  June  3,  1876. 
I  have  never  been  in  much  danger  of  bec^oming  enamored  of  politics, 
but  I  confess  I  am  gi^eatly  shocked  at  the  wretches  who  are  pursuing  you 
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whm  ud  iMwausc  yoa  are  winning  Uio  nuw.     I  mm  tbe  ituXrumenb  of  thto 
unvy  &)«]  [mtlirp  an'  Nnw   Kdi^ImmI  born,  which  dbtmmoj  nin  tio  i 
Still  tlium  ii  n  hopo  Unit  Mulllgaii  may  lurn  »ut  Irioti  in  binli  m  w 


■  lotion  *■!  rMp»H*  and  "ympsthy  Uinn  joaon 
rnuid  nut  imfiute  thia  lu  n  desire  fur  a  "a 


I  dnnt  xny  ynu  havo  iimr 
to  r«ad.  liiiL  I  tlkou}^t  you 
ahip,"  Mtd  HI  wnrl  it- 


Fmin  Wiilkcr : 

Soom  Cou-icoR,  JmM  4.  1876. 
I  vnolf  fntbpT  A  notu  Friday  aftenioon.  and  I  am  ^thwld  that  ym  imf 
have  gut  a  wron;;  Idea  tu>  tn  what  I  mi^ant.  I  did  not  Intend  \n  mj  Uiat  I 
thought  puhliiT  opinion  wan  Ic  Ik!  dt^ijilMHl.  or  that  political  lifo  was  a  Ibiog 
In  bt)  iihiinne'd  and  avoided.  An  linnsit  and  impartial  uplntDn or  Ihv  ^ujll^ 
)ty  wp  miwl  atdinowlnlgv  u  tht?  hi£hn«  Tcnlid.  Hut  I  dn  lldnk  Ihit  il 
piildk-  opinion  lireaks  Ioomi  from  iwuon,  and.  In  a  blind  dorotjnn  tr 
It  oDsldcrs  n  laiidalde  i>nd,  rushc*  or^r  to  a  Jiidfps«nt  unwarranled  aoi 
jinrtinan.  it  i»  vury  Hitin  worthy  i>t  oon»id«ration.  And,  on  \b«  otbrs  hand, 
wlills  I  tliink  a  political  pxi^tenoi'  otw,  if  not  lAr.  moat  honorable  of  ill 
caraon,  jst  I  aW  soo  the  hard  trials  and  ansi«U«  rerf  cloarly.  I  la 
h  of  u  arininmt  not  t»  cot  my  cool  and  bdtioD  ny  ahtrt  collar  U 
kn  of  the  maM,  If  I  wish  otlMrwiMi.  And  t  fuivo  won  the  un- 
U  tetturw  of  political  lif«  bntnghi  ont  recently  in  aueh  hold  nmiiiM*. 
ibat  I  half  no  dnirs  la  Mter  on  that  cwvar.  Tlw  poriiian  whtch  bito- 
virlhni  wni.l.>himh"n..r,  nii.l.  1  iliinV.  U-n.'fJl  liim  p'lIitirsHy. 
f  tliv  ■■  Mullifr-in  guards  "  will  |,nive  ineffectual.     ,     .     . 


To  i:iniiioii* 
I    h»\.-  tvrn   1 


Washinctos.  June  4.  1876 
■  from  you  tii  km-w  lunv  v.>u  «. 
onk'al  Uinniirh  which  v'ur  luili.'r 


,  If  ,-tn   know,  but,  walking  it,  he  IfH 

A.<  ;iii-  -luir.  itust  .if  ihe  bahmcc  In  hioi, 
!:.iii-,!i'  th.  i-ri/.'  t-r  whi,-h  hi-  wxii-.™- 
..B.-:^  ih.-  manb.i-d  ■•ai  of  hitu  is  that  you 
:  ;■  .  tiny,  jirii.ij.*.  U-  fortvii  Ik  see. iii>1 
;^Tioiii  liiiapp.ijntni.  hut   vourjelvw 
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have  sense  enough  to  know  that  nothing  could  be  worse  for  your  father 
than  notoriety  of  that  kind.  Keep  yourself  as  patient  and  hopeful  as  you 
can.  '.  .  .  All  of  us  are  well,  and  your  father  has  a  great  reserve  of 
pluck  and  resource. 

Walnut  Street,  7  o'clock,  6  June,  1876. 

Mt  dear  Sir  :  This  minute  I  have  laid  by  your  speech  of  yesterday. 
You  have  macerated  these  scamps.  With  head  erect  and  with  defiant  tone 
you  have  scattered  the  wretched  crew  of  calumniators  and  spies  on  private 

life  and  private  intercourse.    The of  the  administration  cabal  do  not 

see  that  in  tarnishing  your  name  they  besoil  their  party.  They  do  not  see 
that  in  thus  overthrowing  you  they  prepare  the  way  for  the  defeat  of  the 

Republican  nominee.     But  what  does  or care  for  that  party. 

They  are  neither  of  them  of  that  party.  They  have  used  it  and  would  now 
destroy  it.  You  have  beaten  them  as  I  believed  you  would,  and  I  rejoice 
with  you  and  with  the  party,  as  all  men  will  do  here. 

Truly  your  friend,  with  respect, 

Benjamin  Harris  Brewster. 

From  John  G.  Whittier : 

Amesburt,  6th  mo.,  6,  1876. 

.  .  .  But  how  splendidly  Mr.  Blaine  held  himself  in  his  fight  with  the 
ex-Confederates  of  the  committee !  1  hope  thee  saw  it.  .  .  .  He  has 
cleared  himself  of  the  charges  against  him.  He  has  had  an  awful  oixieal. 
The  game  of  the  presidency  is  not  worth  such  a  candle.  Any  man  who  is 
named  for  the  White  House  will  soon  be  in  the  condition  of  the  man  out 
West  who  was  everywhere  well  spoken  of  until  in  an  evil  hour  he  allowed 
himself  to  stand  for  Gcnenil  Court,  and  found  himself  so  abused  that  he 
had  to  call  his  dog  to  see  if  he  was  himself  or  somebody  else. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  E.  McPhei-son : 

Gettysburg,  June  7,  1876. 

I  read  yesterday  your  speech  of  Monday,  with  choking  utterance,  and 
with  tears  of  thankfulness  and  joy  that  you  were  able  so  utterly  to  con- 
found the  base  conspirators  who  were  attempting  your  life.  With  this 
was  mingled  the  highest  admiration  for  the  power  you  displayed,  and  for 
the  terrible  force  with  which  you  drove  home  your  blows.  There  is  but 
one  sentiment  here,  and  there  must  be  but  one  everywhere  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  where  civilized  people  dwell,  and  tliat  is  of  thorough  sympathy 
for,  and  admiration  of,  you ;  and  among  friends  a  more  determined  pur- 
pose than  ever  to  stand  by  you,  and  to  do  whatever  may  be  required  to 
attest  the  feeling  of  friendship.  I  feel  it  as  a  great  loss  that  I  failed  to  see 
the  scene,  bat  ki  the  midst  of  my  engagements  could  not  get  away.  .  .  . 
With  ooDgratolations  to  Mrs.  Blaine  on  the  overwhelming  defeat  of  this 
coiiBpiracy.    •    •    . 
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Tu  Mr.  WUxxw,  fniin  Mr.  William  Orton : 

Nrw  XnwK.  Jun«  S,  I8TC. 
...     I  Donpntutnlo  you  ■inoeraly  and  lienrlily  upon  yoitr  ■uluUnUi] 
rkinry  orcr  your  «ncuik>>.     When  |mrtiiinn  lintos  uvenjouio  nil  tli«  in*limii 
of  nnuihidxl,  it  U  Lime  lur  tliu-u]  who  h&vo  any  iiionliotHl  loft  to  ccu«  tv  W 

Froin  n.; 

Washucotok,  Jddo.  mG. 

.  .  .  Wo  illil  n<it  Tell  Mr.  nialntt  w«t  vroro  Kuinx  ^  tl"*  H<'"*o.  w  he 
mUwr dill  not  wiali  tu  111  gu,  but  1iv1{h.->1  lilni  wlib  bi»  pi^icnt  nnd  iHtws 
till  Um-  lut  titlriuli'.  uiil  tLi>  nioniixit  lio  was  tint  of  the  h'luw  wp  flnw- 
Hb  hiwl  pit  tlinmgli  tlic  liwt  jwirt  of  hio  Bimech.  liut  W)w  on  Uic  irUi»».  1 
iMUinnI  It'll  yuu  Uip  tiffecl.  TholM  tidvor  was  luuli  a  rout.  Kn«U  and 
Hiinlcin  ivcm  a<-s<'rtnl  cvcti  liy  Uiu'ir  own  (wrty;  not  ont^  of  the  laMa^ 
ItvmovnUh  tatiiB  l4>  llinlr  liid.  Tho  c-lincring  wlu-n  Mr,  Itliiini!  ni!in.lii>il 
d'lwn  tlio  Main  biiiI  itlutrgtMl  Koutl  wiUi  hHviu»  tiu|>|>rti»8«d  tliu  Iclngnm 
wa»  indetK-ritiat'lo.  It  seaniod  to  mmn  up  fmio  h11  ovrc  the  House..  It 
WMB  wild  ud  iungniid  dwp,  It  wm  •  jwrfBct  roar  of  trinmpli.  Kiwii 
Mitrmeil  to  Nhriv(>I  vitlhly  in  tho  hot  nnmu  of  wrath.  Ubaervi-  how  Mr. 
BUlDu  led  bim  un  by  ludiiug  if  Im  had  buM  to  hir,  C>ldw«ll.  Mr.  Kwsm 
came  up  Into  the  gnllvr;.  Mid  tirara  hnd  boen  do  aoeb  feoliug  siiiM  Dw 
•mMtdpiitlon  dviM  wm  intnKhio«d  Into  dM  CoBSttaUon.  Mr.  BmtM  « 
-..ill.  "Mrul.-  VM  f.-.-l  l.:i].iiv,  .lidn'l  it""— *■  Happy."  said  Mr.  Kas-mn.  "^ 
-I  \\:i*er:u\r  Mr.  r-H'^n")  Wa'W  saiil,  ••  Bhiinc  is  the  d— dest  man 
[..  liiiii.il, ■.  'll,  h:i-  L.-"I  Ili.'iii  .l.'"!!  :i;::iiii."'  A  Ilristniv  d.;!ognl,>  S.iiil. 
"]  li:iM'  h.,'ii  ..  K1l~[..^>    111:111  llin.ML'li   :iiid  1lin>ii;:li.  Iiu!   I  sluill  vi'lo  for  tlie 

,-,.iij;i':ilul.ilii,L;,  :ih.|  I  iuu-t  -|.-|i.  Ill,  y  -ay  til,-  ii.miilialiun  !.>;  .■.-Haiii.'i.ul 
I  d.'  it..|  .1,  |..'iiil  iii...n  rliiii.  Ml'.  Hal,'  v.ys  Mr.  Itlaiiit'  iu'vit  <lid  anytliins 
;...  tin,-.     Ml'.  Kry.'  v,>  -  if  ili.'y  .  :.ii  ..lily  !:.■!  Iiim  ii.t..  ;» li;:iil.  Iip  is  aj.'brav.; 

.1-  ^1  li..ii :  l.iiT  IS  I1..11  ii.'  K  ai  li.'ui.'  all   al tir  » itii  only   iiiliiitatc  friRiiiU. 

I..'  i li--ii-t-'.t  Mitli  ll..'  l-\\,„~>  ..f  ih,'  li^'lit  ^llid  willi"li;iviiig  lo  jo  up  w 

iIkii  ,..uiiii::;,-.-i....iii  |..  »  i!.-!i  il,..-..  na-ly  rvlwU  iiii.l  nfmrH.'r:its.  that  Iir  is 
.1111. ■.(  i.iiii  !.■  il.L-.'M    n|i   :li.    «li..l,.   thiiii;.     His  .Mond^iy 's  light  has  done 

iL'i'.iUi..:    - i.     M:.    Ii'>.'    -.li.l   (h.'i-f  \vii>  a  stranger,  an  Englishnvin. 

ss^-  v.^1  :  .  ■::■.•:   !.,  .  ,  .ii.ni^i.'.'-i 11  l!i.-  .uli.-r  day.  "  In  all  my  travels  tliis 

L--li.  -ii'-'  'ii;  ;i.:  i;ii!_- ;li:ii^  I  'ms.'  s.'i'ii.  Hero  Is  a  man  of  gr<'at  n*inf 
i.l.:'.  1.  :  .;u.  [.■.-.,■. I  :.■  <  ,:<A  ui.  .iri.l  .l.'tVnd  his  rharai'ti-r  l)efi>r.' i«-.> 
halt.T  rwimd  their  nwks.  -Mr 
(  all  Mr.  Blaiue-s  r 
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that.  Mulligan  was  pretty  well  disposed  of  by  the  time  F.  got  here.  .  •  . 
Mr.  Chittenden,  of  New  York,  says  he  noticed  a  Democratic  friend 
clapping,  last  Monday,  as  enthusiastic  as  himself.  Mr.  Blaine  thinks  the 
revise  (?)  of  all  these  attacks  will  defeat  him ;  but  we  don't  much  care  now. 
He  has  put  himself  on  a  height  from  which  no  defeated  nomination  can 
displace  him,  and  will  be  beaten  not  only  with  honor,  but  with  distinction. 
People  say  if  he  could  only  go  to  Cincinnati  himself,  the  case  would  be 
sure.  It  is  the  universal  verdict  that  nobody  can  resist  himself.  At  the 
House  yesterday,  Mr.  Kamsdell  met  us  first  witli  '*  Well,  there  is  another 
gone  to  join  the  great  army  of  corpses, — Tarbox.''  Then  L.,  of  Hart- 
ford, who  wiis  in  the  House  and  heard  it,  said  Tarbox  did  seem  so  poor 
and  mean  and  abject  and  helpless,  that  one  could  hardly  help  pitying  him. 
He  is  Judge  Hoar's  successor,  and  defeated  Ayer,  the  cherry  pectoral  man, 
who  is  said  now  to  be  in  an  insane  asylum,  which  gave  rise  yesterday  to 
the  remark  that  the  Massachusetts  folks  are  great  fools :  they  ought  to 
have  sent  Ayer  to  Congress,  and  put  Tarbox  in  the  insane  retreat !  The 
Democrats  tried  to  prevent  him  from  speaking,  and  the  scene  the  day 
before  was  exceedingly  amusing.  He  arose  to  speak,  and  Mr.  Kasson 
reminded  him  tliat  Mr.  Blaine  was  not  present,  so  he  stopped.  Scott  Lord 
took  the  floor  on  another  subject.  Mr.  Blaine  was  brought  in,  but  when 
Scott  Ix)rd  got  through,  Tarbox  did  not  rise.  Then  Mr.  Blaine  inter- 
rupted the  fresh  speaker  to  notify  Mr.  Tarbox  that  he  was  here,  and 
Mr.  Hale  said  Blaine  looked  very  much  as  if  he  was  "here,"  and  Tarbox 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  go  on.  The  House  all  laughed  and  I  suppose 
Tarbox  took  the  bits  in  his  mouth  next  day.  Morrison,  the  Ways  and 
Means  chairman,  went  to  him  in  the  morning  and  said,  *'  Tarbox,  do  you  be- 
lieve in  a  hell  ?"  Tarbox  made  some  kind  of  surprised  reply.  **  Because 
you  will  before  the  day  is  over."  Then  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Blaine  took 
the  investigating  committee  in  hand  and  investigated  them !  V.,  a  friendly 
foe,  says,  *•  They  hatl  digged  a  pit  before  him.  It  was  engulf  ment  or  a  des- 
perate leap.  Blaine  cleared  it  with  plenty  of  room  to  spare."  Mr.  R. 
says  that  S.  (a  Western  Democrat)  goes  around  growling,  '*  Anybody  else 
would  have  been  killed  on  half;  but  Blaine  is  always  rising.  Another 
day  like  this  would  nominate  him."  Mr.  Kelly,  with  his  voice  of  many 
waters,  says,  •'  I  have  been  in  Congiess  when  Constitutional  Amendments 
have  been  passed,  when  men  have  been  denounced  as  traitors,  when  vic- 
tories have  been  proclaimed,  and  the  enemies  of  the  country  overthrown  ; 
bat  I  have  never  seen  anything  so  thrilling  as  this ! " 
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XTV. 

THE   WORK   OF  THE   UEl'UBI.tCAN   CONVENTION. 

THK  i II vt^ati (Til tiller  i-om mitten  jimctiually  (]isa[i{)CBrecl  od  lfa< 
fifth  tjf  Jutio.  Tliay  hiul  Humo  nieclitif^x  ufttfrwiiril*.  I'ut 
they  luid  been  peritmiietitly  dutlectvtt  from  ttieir  nrifpnal 
jiurpntx;,  imkI  thv  qiie«ti(>fi  heiioefnrth  befare  them  was  not  tin 
eiitftngleinoiit  of  Mr.  ItUiitm,  but  the  difiviitatiglcinvtit  of  Mr. 
Knott.  Thu  Miituru,  motive,  iiitil  mcttiodii  of  the  investij^tiaa 
hiul  been  ton  thoroughly  exposed  for  it  «vor  again  to  aaa 
Htanding  among  men.  In  the  committee  room  and  on  the  fluor 
of  th*3  HuuHu,  Mr.  Blainu  Hpoke  a  few  rare  wonls  of  haughty 
and  siiiirame  contempt  wliich  proved  U>  be  parting  wards,  uid 
appeared  before  them  no  more.  Afl«r  he  had  gouo>  i4um«  sign! 
of  oiHlign  life  »tUTed  iii  the  House,  but  Mr.  Ulaiii«'«  friembd 
findinfj  thiit  Ihnir  iniipnanimity  had  Iieeii  almscd  by  the  "tiil- 
Iiril.s."  — tn  use  <;eri.-r;il  (iiirtii'M's  (iesif,'iiiition.  —  turned  and 
).iM- tlirm  ill  ]ii,>i-,-s.  lV]iiivtHi  i.f  \\w  vitalily  wliich  his  iir>.-s- 
'■uvy-   IrLil.  llh-   iniiiiMiltrc   iii,-v<T  piillfd    ilsclf  togettier  etiiui'ih 


\\\.  Iil;iiiir  liiid  made  his  own  report  tn 
\w  hii,'hi-sl  Cintrt  of  Appciil  mi  earth. 
I  I'li'Tii  thL'iii  at  once  and  forever.  liol 
itifi'iicc.  Imt  the  jihuulit  of  righlei>us- 
■viinir.  and  as  long  as  he  lived  reniaineil. 
iidiliiiiii  (randidate  for  the  [iresideiKV. 
ii  hiri,'fr  TunniH;r  ihitii  any  President  liail 

Mild'  Inved  as  a  leader  witli  an  aninr 
.liH;t;  e\<-i'[.t  that  whicji  ho  liad  made  in 
:   and  it  is  tc  he  observed  that  the  bulk 

laiLie  :ilwiiys  froTU  the  electing  States. 
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Nevertheless  evil  did  a  deadly  work.     To  a  nature  as  deli- 
cately organized  as  strongly  endowed,  friendly  yet  seclnsive,  of 
honor  in  the  blood  and  therefore  not  on  the  lips,  this  struggle 
fierce  and  prolonged,  against  the  cold,  close  coil  of  the  politi- 
cal devil-fish,  had  a  slimy  repulsion  utterly  apart  from  the  glow 
of  manly  combat  with  wind  and  wave.     Standing  up  steadfastly 
to  the  defence  of  his  reputation,  in  which  the  hopes,  the  faith, 
and  the  welfare  of  a  great  multitude  were  centred  and  attacked, 
Mr.  Blaine  was  not  infrequently  overtaken  by  a  sudden  horror 
of  inward  loathing  which  only  an  ever  present  sense  of  the  wide 
interests  involved  enabled  him  to  surmount.     During  all  that 
hideous  time  no  word  of  impatience  broke  from  him  to  mar  the 
intense  sympathy  of  the  household  whose  life  was  bound  up  in 
him.     When  once  as  he  was  endlessly  pacing  back  and  forth 
through  the  long  suite  of  rooms,  silent,  absorbed,  a  detaining 
hand  was  laid  on  his  arm,  he  said  gently,  "  Do  not  mind  me," 
but  continued  his  walk.     Once  lying  on  the  sofa,  ill  with  a 
slight  malaria,  he  suddenly  raised  his  clenched  hand  high  and 
exclaimed  in  a  voice   thick  with  emotion,  "  When  I  think  — 
when  I  think  —  that  there  lives  in   this  broad  land  one  single 
human  being  who  doubts  my  integrity,  I   would  rather  have 
stayed  "  —  but  instantly  controlled  himself  and  did  not  finish 
the  sentence.     His  magnificent  bearing  in  the  front  of  the  fight, 
his  stately  and  splendid  march  to  an  unprecedented  personal 
triumph,  permitted  no  hint  of  the  acuteness  of  his  suffering. 
His  patience  and  gentleness  at  home  were  beyond  words. 

The  severe  strain  removed,  a  reaction  came.  On  the  Sunday 
after  he  had  snatched  his  case  from  the  suppression  and  suffoca- 
tion of  the  committee,  and  had  submitted  it  to  tlie  impartial 
judgment  of  men,  he  came  from  his  chamber  to  the  drawing- 
room  well  and  strong  as  usual  to  all  appeaiimce.  Through  the 
spring  he  had  been  several  times  somewhat  indisposed  from 
malaria  and  disgust ;  but  this  morning  he  pronounced  himself 
fresher  and  more  ehistic  than  he  had  felt  for  some  days,  and 
telegraphed  cheerfully  to  his  friends  in  Cincinnati  who  were 
already  gathering  for  the  convention  tliat  was  formally  to  meet 
on  the  next  Wednesday.  When  summoned  to  breakfjist  he 
walked  into  the  dining-room  with  a  child  jxirched  on  each 
shoulder.     It  was  a  warm  day  and  the  carriage  was  suggested 
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for  church,  but  he  |)ro[erre<l  to  walk.  Newrinf;  the  church  door, 
with  (1(1  ouraprcheiisiblff  WAmiiif;  he  sank  down  anconsciom 
upon  tlie  sUim-  stop  in  Ihu  arnij*  of  hid  wife,  who  could  wive  liim 
oiil)'  from  falling.  IIi'lp  was  inotanlly  ut  \\mw\.  An  omnibus 
•Undiiig  on  the  street  was  driven  uji,  in  which  h«  wa«  laid  ud 
taken  immediately  homi!.  For  tht!  sake  of  air  he  was  plawd 
upon  the  (toor  in  thu  hall,  with  the  doors  wida  ii]>cn.  wliilu  a 
bed  wa«  jire^Mired  in  the  drawing-room.  So  quickly  Ui«  udings 
dew  that  the  tttreet  was  blocked  with  a  sorrowful,  KytnpathcUo 
throng  who  gaEvd  !ncrcdulo»w  at  the  |tmstrat«  fctmi.  Gvnerd 
Slicnnan,  nlWrly  skeptical,  bent  over  the  (x'd  and  called 
"  Bliiiiif- !  Blaine  t "  as  if  it  wure  a  gutnmons  to  bnttle :  fant  onlf 
the  ring  of  his  own  voiw  shook  the  air,  and  only  his  own  lip 
quivtrml.  The  liousp  tilled  with  frit'ndB  who  wuiil  wl»'re  tiiej 
liKted.  but  the  masU-r  whs  fur  away,  locked  in  ira[>enetmbla 
sleep.  Hour  after  hour  numttered  themscWea  into  dayK  whDl 
tbiK  »liin)bi.tr  held  hitn  :  then  th»  clouds  slightly  pHrt«<l,  olovly 
lifted,  graduiiJly,  yot  at  the  end  suddenly,  rolled  sway,  never  t» 
return.  On  Tucxdav  nftenioon  all  thu  olyuinels  of  th«  mind 
were  cleared,  and  while  the  telegraph  was  flashing  to  Cincinnati^ 
tidings  that  he  tvait  dead,  he  telegrafjhed  the  message  in  hl( 
i.wii  li:iiLiiwiiiiiij:.  "1  iiin  ijilirt'ly  ci>nvalesei?nt,  sufTering  only 
fii.in  |iln-.i,,il  \vim1<m.-.s.  InijiiTss  upon  »iy  friends  the  great 
,ir|.(h  ..r  L'TMimi'l.'  I  I'  il  i"r  til.'  Tirip;.ntll.-U>d  steiuifi»,stncs.s  witii 
wlii.'li  iIm'v   l>.i^.'  .i.lli.'M'.l  t..  in.'  in  iny  h.nir  .if  trial." 

rniifi  >\irli  riivnin>i.UK'i'>  tin-  Itlaine  deh-giitcs  met  in 
■  ■i.n\.iiii..n  ,ii  Cim  iiinaii  i>ii  -hiri.-  14.  iitiil  wiigud  their  heroir 
luu1,>  \,n-  [h.'  .'Minitiy  an.l  f<<r  bini.  Into  the  midsl  uf  all 
\.W\v  ].l,in~  li.i.l  l>],.k.'n  ill.-  .-.■itainty  that  he  was  sick  uiita 
.l,Mili.  ill,-  iiin.n.iiniy  M  any  iii..iiu-iit  wlit-tlR-r  it  might  not  be 
.U.iili.  .iiui    lii.    .ill    .'>.nti!iik"d    |.>    \k'    thick    with    nimoni   ami 

,..iin;,;-ri ■•--      \<\    iliov   i.illird  f.    lus  staii.lard    with  a  .-(m- 

-Miu  ^  I.,;   kiu>«  II..  >.  ...n.i   >-lLMi,f.     Mr.   Robert  <;.  Ingers.ill 
l,'i:ii,,.\     ■  •■..■■ir..  i.i    ■  :-    ti.itii.^    w   ibe   t-ohvt-ution    with  an  elo- 
.;.i,'i;.  V  '-'■      -'■  :■.'.::•  '.;.   ::  ;■.;:. -  w,rv  fxivhcd  with  living  lire  which 
"      "■    V  :>■   '.  ■.    •  -.'.  •<.■  ,i:!,uii''  with  hemic  enthiisia,-im. 

'■-''.:    .:,?  ..["  Uli-  I  iiited  SUitf.-i  demand  as 
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opinions.  They  demand  a  statesman.  They  demand  a  reformer 
after  as  well  as  before  the  election.  They  demand  a  politician 
in  the  highest,  the  broadest,  and  the  best  sense  of  that  word. 
They  demand  a  man  acquainted  with  public  affaii'S,  with  the 
wants  of  the  people,  with  the  requirements  of  the  hour  not  only, 
but  with  the  demands  of  the  future.  They  demand  a  man 
broad  enough  to  comprehend  the  relation  of  this  government 
to  the  other  nations  of  the  earth.  They  demand  a  man  well 
versed  in  the  powers,  duties,  and  prerogatives  of  each  and  every 
department  of  this  government.  They  demand  a  man  who  will 
sacredly  preserve  the  financial  honor  of  the  United  States ;  one 
who  knows  enough  to  know  that  the  national  debt  must  be  paid 
through  the  prosperity  of  this  people ;  one  who  knows  enough 
to  know  that  all  the  financial  theories  in  the  world  cannot  re- 
deem a  single  dollar ;  one  who  knows  enough  to  know  that  all 
the  money  must  be  made  not  by  law,  but  by  labor ;  one  who 
knows  enough  to -know  that  the  peo{)le  of  the  United  States 
have  the  industry  to  make  the  money,  and  the  honor  to  pay  it 
over,  just  as  soon  as  they  can.  The  Republicans  of  the  United 
States  demand  a  man  who  knows  that  prosperity  and  resump- 
tion, when  they  come,  must  come  together ;  when  they  come 
they  will  come  hand  in  hand  through  the  golden  harvest  field ; 
hand  in  hand  by  the  whirling  spindles  and  the  turning  wheels ; 
hand  in  hand  past  the  open  furnace  dooi-s ;  hand  in  liand  by  the 
flaming  forges ;  hand  in  hand  by  the  chimneys  filled  with  eager 
fire,  raked  and  gnvsped  by  the  hands  of  the  countless  sons  of 
toil.  This  money  must  be  dug  out  of  the  earth.  You  cannot 
make  it  by  passing  resolutions  in  a  political  convention.  The 
Republicans  of  the  United  States  want  a  man  who  knows  that 
this  government  should  protect  every  citizen  at  home  or 
abroad;  who  knows  that  any  government  that  will  not  de- 
fend its  defenders,  and  will  not  i)rotect  its  protectors,  is  a  dis- 
grace to  the  map  of  the  world.  They  demand  a  man  who 
believes  in  the  eternal  separation  and  divorcement  of  church 
and  school.  They  demand  a  man  whose  political  reputation  is 
spotless  as  a  star ;  but  they  do  not  demand  that  their  candi- 
date shall  have  a  certificate  of  moral  character  signed  by  the 
Confederate  Congress.  The  man  who  has,  in  full,  complete 
and  rounded  measure  all  of  these  splendid  qualifications  is  the 


pre«ent  grand  und  giilUut  leaiK^r  iif  th«  Hepublic^n  iwrlT, 
JtuiHM  (i.  Rlaine. 

"Onr  couutrj-,  crowned  by  the  vmI  and  iiwirvellfma  achieve- 
inenta  of  iU(  firet  century,  tufkit  for  u  man  worthy  nf  her  past  mi 
prophetic  of  Jier  future ;  lutlw  for  a  man  who  ha*  Oie  HU'laat; 
of  geniuH :  asks  tor  a  man  wbo  biw  the  gmndest  conibination  ot 
htmrt,  conitcioiicu.  und  brain  tin?  world  «ver  saw.  That  man  i« 
J»ra«8  Ct.  Illaine.  For  tb«  llopublican  baMt«,  led  by  ttiis  in- 
trepid man,  there  coii  Iw  no  nach  tfaitig  m  defeat.     .    .    . 

"  This  is  a  gran<l  year,  —  u  yenr  filled  witli  tlie  reoollectiotu  o( 
the  Kcvoliitioii ;  filled  with  pmud  and  tender  luemoriiM  of  the 
wu-red  iMist ;  .  .  .  filled  witli  legends  of  liberty ;  —  a  year 
in  wbit'b  iJio  sods  of  fruedoin  will  drink  from  tike  foimtiiin  cf 
tniUiiiaiaRiii ;  a  y«ar  in  which  the  peoplu  cidl  for  the  nua  who 
haa  preserved  in  Cnngrvss  whut  their  Holdiers  won  npou  li» 
liwld ;  H  yisar  in  which  Uiey  call  for  the  man  who  has  torn  Iron 
the  thmat  of  Ireaann  the  toiigao  of  sl&udor ;  -tliu  man  who  luM 
snatchod  the  mask  of  Dcmocrscy  from  t3ie  hideous  face  of  tfaa 
KtdN'llion ;  the  man  who,  like  the  intellectual  athlete,  has  stood 
in  the  arcoa  of  debate,  challengiog  all  comvn,  and  wbo,  up  t&j 
ttw  pmwnt  moment,  is  a  total  stranger  to  defeat.  Like  an 
jiininl  wariior.  iikr  ;i  ]iliiiiieil  kiiii^hl,  James  G.  Blaine  mardieil 
ilowti  111.'  li.tlls  .'(  iln-  AiiiiTiiaii  ('.ingress  untl  threw  his  shiiiiii- 
L.ii.'e  lull  ;m.l  f.iir  u-airist  tin-  l.n./.iTi  forehe;!.!  of  every  ti-ail-r 
ti- his  .■.■iLisin  ,m<l  .■\eiv  iiiiiliLTiKT  of  his  fair  repulatiiMi.  Fi>r 
the  lu'piililu.in  ]:ui\-  l.<  il.si't't  thitl  ir;ilhiiit  niiiu  n.iw  is  ;i-'J 
lli.>ii-l,    ;in    ;inav   slmuM    .Ir^rvX    their   general    upon  tht-  fieM  uf 

lunl, l.iiiLe>  t,.  lii.iirie  is  now  and  has  K-,-n  f..r  vtAi^ 

III.-  Umum  Mt  111,-  s;..  R.l  >t:iTKhrd  ,.f  the  Itepuhlieiiii  partv.  1 
>,,il  [i  -..,  .e.l  lv,,tu>,'  11..  human  U-mg  ean  stand  beneath  it;: 
1  'liK  wr.ih'Ui  U'l  "iiiLiig  .111.1  without  remaining  free.      -     .     . 

■M.i  fL;'.,':i;aii  ■■:  ili.-  ( '. >ii\ eiui'iii :  hi  the  iiamc  of  the  great 
Kt;-;:-':i .  ;::.  "w'.y  \',,  ;.iii.'.;,  that  ever  oxisled  ujioii  the  fac-e  of 
■.':.■  ..i:::,  -.-a  :!..■  ;;.iiih-  .'f  all  her  defenders  and  .if  all  her  sui.- 
;■■  ■'■  "-.  i..:  ■...:.. I  ■.  a.,  lur  M>idiers  living:  In  the  nuiui' I'l 
ail  liir  ^.■i^i.■.■n.  th.it  ilied  ufHin  the  field  of  battle;  and  iu  lli'- 
i.atTn-  .'f  Wiii^i-  tLii  (■■;i.-hc'i  m  the  skeleton  elutch  i>f  famine  at 
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this  country  that  prince  of  pariiamentarians,  that  leader  of 
leaders,  James  6.  Blaine." 

The  voting  began  on  the  third  day  of  the  convention.  Three 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  votes  were  necessary  to  a  choice. 
On  the  first  ballot  Mr.  Blaine  had  285  votes,  from  twenty-eiglit 
States  and  seven  Territories.  Morton  had  124  votes,  30  from 
his  own  State,  Indiana,  the  remainder  from  the  South.  Bristow 
had  113  votes  from  nineteen  States  and  one  Territory.  Conkling 
had  99  votes,  69  from  his  own  State,  New  York,  8  from  Georgia, 
7  from  North  Carolina.  Hayes  had  the  44  votes  of  his  own 
State,  Ohio,  and  17  scattering  votes.  Hartranft  had  the  58 
votes  of  his  own  State,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  second  ballot  Mr.  Blaine  gained  11  votes.  Every  hour 
developed  a  popularity  throughout  the  country  which  surprised 
even  his  friends  and  stimulated  his  opponents  to  the  desperate 
combinations  and  more  tlian  desperate  measures  which  alone 
could  defeat  him.  Tlie  sixth  ballot  gave  him  308  votes.  There 
was  no  break  from  his  ranks,  and  it  was  evident  that  many  States 
which  presented  candidates  of  their  own  were  so  warmly  for 
Blaine  that  any  wavering  on  the  part  of  any  one  would  send  the 
delegates  flocking  to  his  standard.  The  delegations  represented 
in  this  only  a  very  general  feeling  outside  the  convention ;  as  in 
New  York  where  Mr.  Conkling,  then  at  the  height  of  his  power 
and  fame,  was  put  forward  as  tlie  candidate  of  the  State  and  was 
loyally  supported  by  her  delegation.  Yet  when  the  balloting 
pointed  seemingly  to  tlie  inevitable  nomination  of  Mr.  Blaine, 
the  great  crowd  assembled  around  the  bulletin  board  burst  into 
a  tumultuous,  spontaneous  shout,  cheer  upon  cheer,  from  the 
storage  battery  of  enthusiasm  that  seemed  always  awaiting  the 
mention  of  Mr.  Blaine's  name. 

The  question  thus  with  the  supporters  of  every  other  leader 
became,  not  how  to  nominate  their  candidate,  but  how  to  hold 
back  their  delegates  from  nominating  Blaine.  Finally,  a  com- 
bination was  forced  of  all  others  against  the  strongest,  Blaine, 
on  the  weakest,  Hayes.  Mr.  Blaine's  last  vote  was  his  highest, 
351 ;  but  Mr.  Hayes,  who  in  the  beginning  liJid  but  (11  votes, 
and  who  was  so  little  known  as  to  have  made  no  enemies,  and 
80  little  feared  as  to  inspire  no  jealousies,  on  the  16th  of  June 
received  384  votes,  which  gave  him  the  nomination. 
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Calmest,  tsoolest,  most  dtsoerning  of  «U,  Mr.  BUioe  at  ii 
hi*  library  and  from  morning  forocust  th«  result.  Before  die 
tlecuiivu  vote  was  full;  counUtd,  liis  nieesage  of  coagntnlatian 
written   with  hi»  own  hand  wag  on  the  way  to  Mr.  Hayes. 

"I  offer  you  my  Hinoerest  coiigi-attilittions  un  your  noiiuu>- 
liun.  ft  will  bv  alike  my  higlivst  [)luiuurtt  as  wull  iks  my  lint 
jMilitieal  (Inty  to  do  tlie  ittnuwt  in  niy  newer  to  {iroiuote  yiiut 
election.  The  eiirliettt  momenta  of  my  rctuminf^  ajtd  cuntirnicd 
henlth  will  he  devoted  to  sucunngyou  as  Urge  a  viiW  in  Maine 
us  ahe  would  have  given  for  myself." 

This  was  folli>wed  by  a  meKsage  of  tbanka  to  Measn.  Ilamlin, 
Hale,  Frye,  and  other  biends  for  tJioir  untiring  service,  aud 
a  re<]ue)(t  to  Mr.  Hale  to  tali  im  Mr.  Hayes  and  jtrKseut  Mr. 
lUaine*:*  cungratulations  in  i»erson. 

The  disagiiMiintmeut  to  bU  poUtiiail  alUm  and  to  pensonvl 
(rivnds  was  grvat,  and  it  was  not  free  from  the  liittcmess  tiial 
sgirinf^  from  tlie  susijiicinii  of  foul  play;  but  they  eniulal«<l 
Mr.  Ulaine'a  loyalty.  The  ilefeated  delegates  left  the  imh^wi- 
tion  jeering  the  vJetors,  and  tlieit  went  iuto  the  ooiitesl  and  muji- 
l>orted  tbem.  Ma»y  look  a  roondabotifc  way  to  tbeir  lunet 
tlin>tii;li  Wnsliingtnn  to  cimifnrt  lhem!<elves  with  a  look  at  ttf 
iii:>ii  of  llK'it'  tii>1  :uia  ..i.iy  rhim't'.  to  hold  up  his  Immls.  t.i 
ii'ii'hi'  I'miii  liiiii  >tLi-iii,'tli.  Ill  L-L>tiiinuiiii.>ate  In  liiiu  liic  uen 
ir\,l,iiiL.ii    ili-'x  li:i,!    IV,. ■ivv.l  :it  Iho  Convention  of  his  sUimlii,-: 


111 


.  Mr-  ni..i 


.1.1  . 


L>l:itii>ii. 
■in   t^lori 

ir  i-.it." 


llitliertii  lie 
to  ■'l..n.;.:' 


.-.■iiu'lli  ami   fi 

i  'i1l,.ti-1iI  lo  win"  this  hii;h.-s!  ],m>.- 
■!-s.  ill  ttu'  natural  w:i\ .  liv  hoimi-i- 
■oss  .if  the  liltfst.  lint  he  saw  tlwl 
[,  lii.r  lilt-  ktttle  to  tlif  stroiii:.  \U 
!l,,U  a  pivsidt-iitial  ,-U-i-ti..n  is  ii-.i  ,i 
r  til,-  i^v^ition.  -U-sir.-  of  iIk-  i*.-!.!'-- 


;  tlie 


■;.ri<iiaa 


,  wan  I, 
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air.  If  the  great  opportunity  of  the  presidency  could  not  come 
to  him  in  the  legitimate  way  of  adaptation  and  achievement,  it 
was  not  his  opportunity.  He  belonged  to  the  work,  not  to  the 
place  that  was  open  by  accident  and  closed  to  him.  He  saw, 
also,  that  while  the  pi*esidency  itself  is  a  great  opportunity,  a 
presidential  candidacy  is  in  many  respjcts  a  hindrance.  Im- 
portant issues  brought  forward  by  an  Jissumed  claimant  do  not 
receive  the  attention  which  sound  judgment  requires,  by  reason 
of  that  gallinaceous  scratching  which  calls  itself  "  looking  be- 
low the  surface,"  and  which  demonstrates  the  depth  and  quality 
of  its  own  insight  by  seeing  in  every  measure  and  movement 
only  a  "  bid  for  the  presidency." 

And  yet  another  consideration  influenced  him  which  must  be 
mentioned.  The  nature  of  the  opposition  tliat  had  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  him  was  so  low,  so  revolting,  that  no  prize  what- 
ever was  high  enough  to  tempt  a  second  encounter.  He  had 
made  a  sitiall  thing  great  by  the  greatness  of  his  treatment ;  but 
though  his  reputation  had  been  enhanced,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  game  was  not  worth  tlie  candle.  His  lionesty  had  l^een 
assailed  only  to  keep  him  from  tlie  presidency.  Every  manly 
motive  forced  him  to  its  defence.  He  wrested  himself  wnith- 
fully,  scornfully,  fi-om  tlie  unexpected  toils,  but  he  preferred 
to  relinquish  the  pi*esidency  rather  tlian  continue  or  provoke 
conflicts  foul  in  their  origin,  fruitless  seemingly  to  the  cause  of 
good  government.  Never  afterwards  did  he  make  one  move- 
ment towards  a  candidacy ;  never  did  any  solicitation  thereto 
receive  the  consent  of  his  own  mind,  and  never  the  consent  of 
his  lij)S  except  as  it  seemed  to  him  cowardice,  the  abtindonment 
of  commdes  and  betrayal  of  causes,  to  refuse  it.  WHiatever 
assistance  he  subsequently  lent  to  su[)port  of  his  candidacy  was 
rendered  with  an  insurmountiible  personal  reluctance*,  from  a 
conviction  that  it  would  hQ  ignoble  not  to  do  it. 

The  reluctance  was  augmented  by  the  fact  that  he  ever  after 
underrated  his  own  pei-sonality  as  a  facjtor  in  the  i)olitical  prob- 
lem. He  saw,  he  could  not  help  seeing,  the  extraordinary,  ever- 
increasing  love  of  the  people,  for  it  followed  him  wherever  he 
moved,  and  surrounded  him  wherever  he  stopped.  It  was  not 
conflned  to  personal  association.  It  was  strong,  tender,  active, 
unquenchable  in  men  who  had  never  seen  him  and  who  exacted 
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no  noognitioti,  <sveii,  in  r«tum.  Itut  it  had  nnt  avuilcd-  Evcr^ 
weapon  brought  against  hini  Iid  had  turned  uad  Iiliinud  tilt  it 
fell  hurtnliws  ut  hi»  Ivst.  Suc<>twit  (teemed  already  a4:luFvriL 
Tli«n  he  hiinH«U  was  i^ant  down.  That  wan  of  God.  WhuU-ver 
in  beyond  a  man's  own  htwt  effort  is  God  to  him,  wh<^tber  it  ba 
th«  HC4|iii»iti(>ii  uf  i)owt<r,  the  raiieoiii  of  aHoitl,  or  the  swingi^ 
of  a  Htar  in  the  sky.  He  resumed  his  work  with  nnflagging 
ardor  and  devotion,  with  a  [wnotrution  Uml  n«vnr  failedt  with" 
a  hope  lu  widu  no  the  world,  but  without  takin;;  lliti  jireitideDi^ 
into  acuount. 

And  the  greatest  suctH^uaeei  of  liis  career  came  altonrarda 
For  to  his  (fvniiis  wiu  addod  im  rl^ment  uf  seU-Hiirremh^r, — v 
if  that  Iju  t'Mi  titrong  a  word  for  a  man  in  whom  self  had  alwajs 
seemed  merged  in  purixwe,  —  the  selfliood  which  hail  alwayi 
been  but  a  tuKundnry  factor,  now  oeasc-il  t^i  bu  a  fiu'tor  at 
1  )iHiifr(;Rtt)d  towanLt  any  other  external  and  [>ei'Hiinal  goal  tlm 
he  had  already  gained,  he  gave  himself,  undotauhed  and  wholly, 
in  hiK  jmbliu  service,  to  the  aer^'iuv  of  the  couritry.  This  is 
ohjeetive  conclusion  from  oloxejtL  every-day  asso<-iation  in  tlw 
intimacy  of  family  life.  Tliere  ia  no  sign  tlmt  he  ever  chtaified. 
hireticlf,  ever  wasted  time  in  explaining  or  adjusting  Ids  idt> 
tiuiis  Willi  tlii^  univi'is.-.  1.1- mild.;  ;my  iulo  ..vcr  unselfishness,  or 
diilv.  ov  ,\,-iu:>l.  11.-  Mviil  Lis  wav  ;is  .-h.-.-rful.  iis  uni>roteiKlini:. 
lis  siii.|.l.-l.r;irlrd  as  tin-  mIi.imUkiv  whistliii.tj  ululii,'  the  l»n».k. 

On  lh.'.\riilii-..r  -liiri.-  I'.tth  he  WHS  siitlid.-ntlv  ivsKnt-il  t.. 
a.ldivss  fiuiii  liis  ..wtL  <iu<ir-st,.ii,.  ;i  tl.intii,' of  citizens  wh,.  had 
jr;,tliriv^l  witli  :,  sciviui.l-'  t.i  s,.e  :.ii<i  l..-ur  hiiii.  Tlien  lie  w.-iit 
liunir  I.,  ivh.w  hi-  stivii-rh  hum  llie  sea-c..;i,sl  and  tlie  ni..imt;uiis 
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degree  of  enthusiasm  shown,  the  afternoon  meeting,  and  likewise 
the  reception  and  street  parade  in  the  evening,  were  beyond 
comparison  with  any  previous  demonstration  in  New  Jersey." 

"  Many  expressed  their  devotion  to  him  as  they  took  him  by 
the  hand,  in  such  words  as  these-:  '  Sorry  we  cannot  vote  for 
you  this  time,  but  we  will  next,'  and  '  Thank  the  Lord  I  have 
got  a  chance  to  take  you  by  the  hand,'  and  many  other  similar 
expressions.  .  .  .  Cannon  on  the  park  thundered  out  tones 
of  welcome,  fireworks  blazed  incessantly.     .     .     ." 

"  Mr.  Blaine  left  the  residence  of  Mr.  Peddie  in  a  carriage 
for  the  Market-street  depot.  Down  Market  street  the  boys  in 
blue  opened  ranks,  occupying  each  side  of  the  street  while  the 
distinguished  guest  drove  between,  and  was  greeted  along  the 
whole  route  by  continuous  cheers,  the  l)oys  having  determined 
to  give  the  Senator  the  grandest  send-off  possible.     .     .     ." 

"  The  reception  of  Mr.  Blaine  at  the  hall  of  the  Cooper  Union, 
last  evening,  was  one  of  the  grandest  of  demonstrations  which 
even  this  city  has  ever  witnessed.  In  every  respect  the  audi- 
ence was  one  which  reflected  credit  upon  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  the  metropolis." 

"  The  appearance  of  the  ex-Speaker  was  the  signal  for  a  most 
enthusiastic  and  tumultuous  reception.  Men  cheered  until  they 
were  hoarse,  women  waved  their  handkerchiefs,  and  for  full  five 
minutes  the  air  resounded  with  the  continuous  applause." 

"  The  scene  when  Mr.  Blaine  left  the  rostrum  was  a  repeti- 
tion of  his  welcome.  It  wiis  genemlly  conceded  that  the  meet- 
ing was  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  the  annals  of  New  York 
politics." 

Mr.  Blaine  everywhere  led  his  forces  for  Hayes,  but  it  was 
perhaps  not  possible  for  him  to  secure,  even  in  Maine,  what  his 
telegram  to  Mr.  Hayes  had  promised  to  attempt,  as  large  a  vote 
for  that  gentleman  lus  he  would  himself  have  received.  Mr. 
Hayes  was  elected  President,  but  by  so  small  a  majority  that 
the  result  was  for  some  time  in  doubt,  and  was  never  uni- 
versally conceded.  C(mgress  met  under  the  heavy  cloud  of  a 
disputed  presidential  election. 

Maine  had  not  waited  for  the  national  convention  to  honor 
her  representative  under  fire.  On  the  tentli  of  June,  four  days 
before  the  national  convention,   the   Maine    State    convention 


404  nittONAPUr    OF   JAMES    G.     BLAtyK. 

had  recommeii(ic(i  tiira  for  the  seuatoraliip  U>  complcia  the  twin 
of  Mr.  Mfirrill  who  had  rosigiK-d  to  tiike  a  aeat  in  the  fahin»t 
OnTemor  Connor  had  at  oiica  appointed  Mr.  Blaint*.  awl  in 
DocemUir  ht  culered  the  Senate.  For  tlic  f«w  winter  weeks  be 
itUytnl  ill  \Va»hingtnii  without  hia  family,  viwting  Augusta,  hiiw- 
ever.  seveml  timi«,  and  haviiiff  his  el<ter  sotu  ocf-anionally  willi 
hiiD.  Alone,  he  waa  thenrelically  (orlorn  and  hnroe»ick.  bat 
actually  he  «eeniH  to  have  been  iimiaually  gay,  —  tiiinigh  ihk 
two  Htv  nut  inuoiii|)Htihle,  —  seldom  dining  in  hia  own  bniiM. 
except  wh«ii  he  gave  dinnei^iarliK*,  which  he  fondly  endowed 
witli  great  culinary  and  otlier  ouccesa  in  his  reports,  whatefer 
may  have  been  the  actual  mcNu  of  a  man  wha  UK>k  littU-  tbou^ 
of  tJie  "  reguhir  order  "  of  humi?.  hut  had  small  liking  fur  French 
cookery  ;  whoae  fintt  vry  when  he  returned  fri^m  the  most  tJalh 
orate  diunent  vim  for  " aomething  to  fat"  and  a  bit  of  vdA 
chicken  or  mast  ht-et  with  bread  and  butter  and  jara  had  hi 
atoiiv  (or  the  many  kiiik  of  the  '-A^^;  who  6nally  alnndonMi  Im 
place  at  the  talde  to  his  boj-s  or  even  to  liieir  boy  vifiitore,  t"nk 
refuge  at  Ids  wifv'x  elbow,  and  fmiu  (hat  jMtint  of  vantage  nutdc 
provUunatiou  Uiat  he  would  not  carm  even  s  maahed  potalol  ' 
The  veri'  ht-^am  whining  to  him  over  tlie  fence  when  he  wa»  ^ 
:it  duiiili-lu'lls  ill  th.-  uanli-n.  hi-  iii.-iiiilv  seiil  around  to  Uie  back 
.l,».i.  assiitiiii,'  ih-ii,  'ilMl  h,-  was  uiih  .v  l.ouivl.T.  H.it  for  ;iil 
siirh  >liMrU'ohiii.L:s  tlu-  Mam.-  iiiiist  ivst  on  t)i.-  iiuliiiiiu-.l  iii- 
aiili:,'T„r  «iiirl,  sMnMiiiHl,',!  him.  ;.iul  Would  hav,-  sp-.i!,.!  Iiiiii 
had   h,-   f.'i'ii   sjH.iiaM.-. 

'I'hf  1  .'iiiiniirii  ami  imrcii.-iiiitr  iisjitiUioii  iindor  the   uiiwilliiii:- 
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not,  Tilden  was  elected.  It  became,  therefore,  of  the  utn^ost 
importance  to  ascertain  beyond  question  the  vote  of  these  three 
States,  and  extraordinary  measures  were  taken.  Each  party 
had  sent  down  a  detachment  of  its  best  men  to  supervise  the 
counting  of  the  votes.  The  Union  men  in  the  South  were 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  evidence  of  national  sympathy  and 
support,  and  had  stood  firm  against  tlie  menace  by  which  they 
were  surrounded.  The  result  had  been  the  confirmation  of 
Senator  Chandler's  midnight  telegram  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th  of  November :  "  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  has  received  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  electoral  votes  and  is  elected."  But 
the  Democrats  were  as  far  as  ever  from  being  satisfied. 

The  settlement  of  the  disputed  election  was  of  the  first  inter- 
est and  importance.  The  proposed  commission  was  to  be  formed 
of  three  Republicans  and  two  Democrats  from  the  Republican 
Senate,  three  Democrats  and  two  Republicans  from  the  Demo- 
cratic House,  and  four  judges  from  the  Supreme  Court,  who 
were  to  select  a  fifth.     Its  decisions  were  to  be  final. 

Mr.  Blaine  was  opposed  to  the  creation  of  this  commission, 
believing  that  the  existing  machinery  of  the  government  was 
fully  adequate,  and  that  President  Gmnt's  sturdy  patriotism 
might  be  relied  on  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  law.  Years 
afterwards  he  spoke  of  it  openly  in  the  Senate  as  "  a  makeshift, 
purely  and  entirely  a  makeshift,  and  a  pretty  rickety  one  it  was." 
These  views  he  expressed  witli  great  frankness  everywhere, 
but  he  made  no  captious  opposition.  He  favored  and  indeed 
urged  a  constitutional  amendment  enabling  the  Supreme  Court 
thereafter  to  settle  all  sucli  cases ;  but  without  some  constitu- 
tional amendment  he  protested  publicly  that  Congress  had  not 
the  power  to  settle  the  question  in  other  than  the  prescribed 
way,  or  power  to  transfer  the  power,  or  to  vest  a  power  so  tre- 
mendous in  any  l)ody  of  men  whatever. 

The  sturdy  belief  of  a  large  number  of  American  ititizens  in 
the  ability  of  their  government  is  fitly  represented  in  a  letter 
received  by  Mr.  Blaine  from  a  citizen  of  Maine : 

Bethel,  January,  1877. 

.  .  .  I  do  not  believe  a  new  departure  is  called  for.  To  the  com- 
mon mind,  unbiased  and  unprejudiced,  no  difficulty  presents  itself  under 
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the  conalitntionkl  iimnnion.  By  Umt  I  wouiil  sund,  and  dKluv  l\tj9 
nliHited.  uiil  iiuiii;unkti>  lilm,  nnd  \l  Uio  UemnunU  wiah  la  &)>p<at  loibt 
uourU,  lot  tiiria  lia  *a,  «ntt  wo  will  qnlutly  »bU(<  thttlr  doclslon.  Th«  f«U- 
Ing  In  un-mbfipi  of  Uio  iwurt  to  nit  wtlh  oiiiniltiAUt  lirAnchcs  of  Iht  gufm- 
nwiit  dpr'n  q(i<«l1<in*  whirJi  mny  be  prtutenU-d  to  Ilwim  tii  d«rlilo  jtiilidt^J 
in,  Ui  Nky  tlip  kasl.  'luuMinnitble,  and  in  ray  mind  nocanstitutinnal- 

Mr.  ltlaino'»  coiiiiseU  did  not  prevnil.  Democrats  anil  Re- 
publicniis  n^reed  on  the  oonuniaaioii  niul  pronilttcd  Iti  nMi{iect 
jiixliiigH,  —  the  DeniocrttU  more  ciiUiiisiastioally  tliaii  tlii<  H^pnb- 
Uoana,  —  thir  vot«  (ut  Jl  in  ('t>ngreaa  being  l>oni<»cnitic  in  the 
ratio  of  ten  tu  one.  To  the  publii;  mind  tlt«rv  wtut  Kometliing  Mur- 
ing, even  imposing,  in  the  spcctncle  of  a  queslitJit  Bn  iuiMirtnt 
submittvd  to  avonncil  entirely  non-partisan,  ft^iy  the  countij. 
or  any  citiien  of  th«  enmitry,  should  oount  it  non-partisan,  it  ii 
diflitMilt  to  see.  It  wus  ittrivtly  thuiigh  equally  partisan,  tin 
two  [utrtiua  \ibing  esai^tly  repreaented  in  the  Senate  and  IlouM 
niunilwnt  luid  in  tlie  four  siipretne  jndgva. 

The  fifteenth  man  was  ex|W(!l«d  u>  tie  Judge  Davis,  who  w» 
uallfnl  an  Indepi^ndent.  but  who  had  actod  with  the  Uemocratt, 
au(l^adYi>tadforMr^Tildenin  tlie  late  eleetioa.  Judge  Daviii. 
howpvpr,  was  pipetrd  by  111^  IVnincratic  Illinois  Legisialnre  as 
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efore,  but  far  more  seriously,  agreeing  to  abandon  the  State 
Lections  in  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina,  if  the  South 
ould  relinquish  the  national  election.  These  three  States  were 
le  only  ones  in  the  South  on  which  the  Republicans  retained 
ny  visible  hold. 

A  Democratic  movement  for  the  reduction  of  the  army 
3emed  under  the  circumstances  almost  sinister.  Mr.  Blaine 
pposed  it  with  pungency  and  power.  It  was  claimed  in  the 
enate  that  the  negro  Democratic  vote  was  repressed  in  the 
outh  by  the  mere  presence  of  United  States  troops.  "  I  want 
,  to  go  on  record,"  responded  Mr.  Blaine,  "  that  the  negroes  in 
outh  Carolina  were  so  eager  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket 
fter  the  Hamburgh  massacre  [by  white  men  in  South  Carolina] 
lat  it  took  the  entire  army  of  the  United  States  to  restrain 
lem,"  —  and  the  laugh  that  followed  showed  how  palpable  was 
16  absurdity  of  such  pretence.  He  pointed  out  that  it  was  the 
outh,  not  the  North,  which  complained  of  the  size  of  the  army, 
Ithough,  on  the  authority  of  General  Sherman,  there  were  be- 
ween  the  Potomac  and  the  borders  of  Texas  only  an  "  army  " 
f  a  thousand  men.  Senator  Bayard  declared  frankly  that  it 
'as  the  use  of  the  army  and  not  its  numbers  that  was  objec- 
onable.  "  Would  the  Senator  from  Delaware,"  asked  Mr. 
»laine,  **  consider  it  to  be  quite  within  the  scope  of  the  consti- 
itional  powers  of  the  President  to  say  that  in  a  given  instance 
le  President  should  command  the  army  in  one  way,  and  in 
nother  way  that  he  should  not  command  it  ?  " 

"  I  have  grave  doubts,"  replied  Mr.  Bayard,  "  but  there  is  no 
me  now  given  for  due  discussion." 

Mr.  Blaine  pushed  the  question,  but  in  vain  — "  Did  you  ever 
nd  an  act  of  Parliament  that  said  the  king  should  command 
le  army  in  a  certain  way  ?  Is  the  power  of  Congress  over  the 
rmy  absolute  any  more  than  the  power  of  Parliament  over 
le  British  army  ?  " 

Without  even  the  small  tribute  of  circumlocution  the  declara- 
Lon  was  definitely  and  defiantly  made  that  the  army  appropria- 
ion  would  depend  on  such  restriction  on  troops  in  Louisiana 
s  would  prevent  the  President  from  installing  and  maintaining 
lovemor  Packard  in  Louisiana  ! 

Mr.   Hayes  was  inaugurated  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  the 
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rumors  bcgiui  Ui  wear  an  ugly  lowk  of  coiitimiatujn.  The  sppQ- 
cation  of  Southern  SciiuUint  for  iulmitoiiun  brought  thn  qtustitm 
at  once  to  the  arm*.  Mr.  lUaine.  antagonizing  Home  RepuUican 
coninulcH,  ailvit-aleil  the  aJmissirm  uf  Mr.  I^inar.  from  MiM» 
jtilUti,  with  a  iwrsonal  tioninlimenl  for  the  Senator-elect ;  bnl  h» 
iidvocaU-'d  iil*<>  the  admisition  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  from  I^iiiiniaaa. 
lie  IumI  not  Vioen  in  favor  of  tho  formalion  of  the  electoral  com- 
imeiaion,  but  he  wait  in  favor  uf  keejiing  strictly  to  its  concltuiuBS. 
What«v(ir  duubt^  may  have  attac)ic<l  to  tho  validity  uf  ili» 
Louisiana  returning  boanl  had  been  diaiMjllcd  by  the  eloclcoi 
coromisaion,  and  tlie  tsame  RtturnH  tliat  were  at  the  basis  of  tfaf 
nntionul  vlcution  aixl  made  Hayes  President,  were  at  the 
of  the  State  election  and  tnado  I'liekard  (lovcnior  »nd  Kellogf 
Senator. 

Tho  Cincinnati  ctinvitntion  had  "aacnMily  pledged"  the  Bfr 
publil^an  jiarty  and  tho  Ucpnhlivan  lulminintnition  "  to  [ml 
exercise  all   their  oouatJtutional  jiowura  (or  ttecuriiig  to  evwy 
Amprican  i'il4)',oii  exact  eiiuali^   in   tho  uxBrciso   o(  all  civil, 
jHiUtieal,  and  public  rights." 

Govomor  Hayeti  in  his  lettur  of  aooeptanoe  had 
hia  iidherentM>  tjt  tins  principle,  and  had  urgod  as  nn  argument  tfl' 
Ih'  [iiniLtiiii'iitly  iiM'il  ill  lilt-  ra]ii|Mipi  tlic  diirigcr  arif<iiig  from  a 
solid  Sniilii:  aii<l  wli.'ii  afUT  tlu' rWtioii  he  had  tliou^^ht  liim- 
M'lf  dvT.Mlr.i.  In-  lia.lN^.i.l   tl.;u    U-  lii.l   n. It  ciii-e  for  liimsflf.  1)111 

f..rtl.,-   1 r   cluivd    Mini    nf   thv  Sunt!..   wh,.sc    fal.-    wciiM  W 

H-nis.'  limn  wlirri  lli.'V  w,ti-  in  slavtTV,  and  tliat  N.-rtliuni  m.'n 
ro.iM  1...I  liv.-  llierr";ii.d  wunl.i  Irave.  Northi-rn  K.-public^tDS 
wli..  Ii:id  g.iiR-  d..\Mi  w  ill.'  lOMlcsU'd  Stiitcs  to  I'lintirm  llie 
j.iv>iil,iilin]  vnN-.lu.l  asMiro.l  tlu-  iiUimidaU-d  Kepiil.licans  there 
ili.ii  i!ii'  N.iiiniL.il  and  [he  Siair  i;(ivt'rniiieiiti  should  stand  f>r 
I..I1    t..-rlli,.r. 

Til.-  i'l.^i.ii'iu  nf   ill,'    liiiioii    Suucs   ha.l  srnt  a   d.-s  patch  to 
III.-  li.M.Kiu.irtri;.  ,,|  ill,'  lK'|i.iniiR-rU  of  the  Gulf: 


immigration  to  take  no  part  in  tlie  settie- 
:.'V,Tiiiu,'nt  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  — it 
i   (oiumittee?  now  there  havo  made  tteir 
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The  Supreme  Court  set  up  by  Mr.  Nicholls  can  receive  no  more  recog- 
nition than  any  other  e<]ual  number  of  lawyers  convened  on  the  call  of  any 
other  citizen  of  the  State. 

A  Returning  Board  existing  in  accordance  with  law,  and  having  judicial 
as  well  as  ministerial  powers  over  the  count  of  the  votes,  and  in  declaring 
the  result  of  the  late  election,  has  given  certificates  of  election  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State.  A  legal  quorum  of  each  House  holding  such  certificates 
met  and  declared  Mr.  Packard  (Governor. 

Should  there  be  a  necessity  for  the  recognition  of  either,  it  must  be 
Packard. 

But  the  signs  multiplied  that  Packard  and  Kellogg  were 
not  to  be  sustained.  Mr.  Blaine  was  profoundly  moved  by 
what  seemed  to  him  an  utter  betrayal  of  faith  both  to  the 
Southern  State  governments  and  to  the  national  government. 
The  presence  of  federal  troops  at  the  polls,  in  however  small 
numbers,  was  a  proof  of  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  things ;  but 
federal  troops  had  sustained  the  same  relation  to  the  State  as  to 
the  National  election,  and  federal  troops  had  l>een  summoned 
in  the  legal  way  by  the  State  governments.  To  accept  tlie 
votes  cast  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  for  President  and  to 
withdraw  the  protection  of  the  flag  from  tluxse  cast  for  governor 
seemed  to  Mr.  Blaine  not  only  tlie  very  dishonor  of  selfishness, 
but  of  suicide ;  seemed  to  place  the  President  in  the  attitude 
of  affixmg  the  stamp  of  fraud  upon  liis  own  administration. 
Mr.  Blaine  reiterated  protests  Jigainst  it,  with  almost  passion- 
ate vehemence.  That  any  Senator  who  considered  the  electoral 
vote  of  Louisiana  as  legally  and  properly  cast  for  Hayes  could 
permit  himself  to  doubt  tliJit  S.  B.  Packard,  who  had  nearly  one 
thousand  votes  more  tlian  the  electoral  ticket  received,  was 
equally  of  right  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  seemed  to  him  im- 
possible. He  sent  word  to  some  wlio  were  named  as  the  prin- 
cipal promoters  of  this  strange  policy  that  he  would  oi)enly 
denounce  it  in  the  Senate. 

March  6th,  two  days  after  the  inauguration,  he  kept  his  word. 
**  The  electoral  commission  decided  that  the  Louisiana  return- 
ing board  was  a  legal  and  constitutional  body  competent  to  do 
what  it  did  do.  What  it  did  do  was  to  declare  who  were  the 
presidential  electors  of  that  State ;  it  did  also  declare  who 
were  the  Legislature  ;  and  the  Legislature,  performing  a  mere 
ministerial  duty,  declared  who  was  the  governor ;  and  I  stand 
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here,  if  I  MtAinl  nloiit-,  t<>  sxy  tliHt  the  Itniior  <in<I  the  rn-ilit  kfid 
t)i«  faith  of  the  KejiuhliitHu  (liirty,  in  so  far  a»  tliti  i'ln:Ci»n  nf 
tliiy<»(  aiid  WhiHiler  is  concerned,  ure  us  indissuluhly  unite4  in 
maintaining;  tlic  ri^jhlfiilnuiut  uf  the  retnni  of  that  biKly  w  tin 
illnatriouH  House  of  Hanover  tlint  siU  on  thu  tlirone  of  Knfjlttud 
t4H)ny  in  ill  mHintniniufr  the  rightfuitnwK  of  the  revolution  of 
liiH«.  l)i«creiiit  I'jw-kanl  miil  yon  disoreilil  Hiiyus.  Hold  \ialt 
I'lu^kiird  us  not  thd  legal  governor  of  I,>nuit(iaiin,  uni]  Prett>. 
il«-iit  fiuyctt  htw  no  titk',  and  tliu  honored  vice-f>reHident  wl« 
pmtudca  over  our  (lulilMiratioiin  has  no  ttUu  tu  his  chair.  Tin 
t^l^islatiire,  the  governor,  and  tlie  pruBidBiitinl  electors  of 
Ijoui^iana,  all  derive  thvir  lugHUty  nnd  iiwXr  right  Ut  avt  fnm 
the  same  soiiree  and  tlie  same  count,  and  if  thu  une  is  discrecU 
iled  tliw  other  is  diKoredited. 

"  I  know  that  there  hiut  hecii  a  gnjat  dual  luuil  here  and  tli«ret 
in  the  corridom  of  tlie  i-ajtiud,  around  and  about,  in  hy-filaoM 
and  lugh-pliu;eH,  of  Inte,  thiit  Home  armngomcot  hat)  \Ksvn  made 
liy  which  I'iuikiird  wiw  not  to  hu  reuognixed  and  upheld.  I 
want  to  know  who  Irnd  the  authority  to  make  any  Much  amiiif^ 
ment?  1  dmiy  it.  1  deny  it  without  being  authorized  to  sjieslE 
for  thw  adniiniHtnition  that  now  exists.  But  I  deny  it  on  the 
simpl,-  lirciad  -ruuiid  that  it  is  an  im|H.ssil)ilitv.  .  ".  .  I  deiiv 
it  nri  thr  l>in,id  -ruiin.l  lliat  rresidi-til  llay.-s  p..ssfss,-s  dwrac- 
t.;i.  ,niiiin--i-.MHM.,  .srlt-M's|»Tl.  patrintisni,\iU  of  wlii,-h  he  lias 
ill  lii-li  ii.iavinr.  I  .l.iiv  it  on  all  tlie  grounds  tliiit  can  in- 
Hii,.nv.-  Iiiiim:ui  ..riion.nii  all  llio  grounds  on  wliirh  n»-n  rank 
h,.|d  I-  ["Tsniial  an. I  jiolili.al  and  ullioial  responsibililv.  I  dciiv 
it  Irii  liini.  aiirl  I  >liall  lind  niysclf  gri,-v<msly  disap|H.i]it<-.i. 
wuiniiliil.  ami  liiniiiMalvil  if  my  drnial  is  not  viiidieiit*-d  in  llie 
[i.ilii  V  of  til,'  adiiiiiii-lialinri.  Hut  wlii-thi-r  it  be  viniHwiled  or 
wlirlliD-  ii  W  n.il.  I  .an:  not.  It  is  not  tlic  duty  of  a  Seiiiitor 
1.1  in.piiir  «l]ai  til.'  [iiili.  \-  (if  iiii  ;idiniriiHtratioii  may  1*,  Imt 
uliai  il  .aii^lii    I..  1m'  ;  :iii.l  I    lii>|if  !i  Uepuliliviiti   Si-n;iti3   will  say 

il-. 1  (111-  |..aiii  il,.-i.-  .-Iiall   U-  11.1  iiiithoi-ity  in  this  land  kr^^' 

gii  or  a.ivc[iinn>iis  .■n..ii.;l.   tn  .-oniiiroinise  the  honor  of  tiu- 

iiali.aial  a.lniini-li.ili •!■  ilic  gu.i.i  name  of  the  jrrt-at  Keimbli- 

araliou  intii  existence." 
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did  not  belong  to  Hayes  and  Wheeler ;  that  it  was  a  fraud  to 
give  it  to  them. 

Mr.  Bayard  likened  Mr.  Blaine's  op];>osition  to  fire-])ells  in 
the  night  kindling  anew  the  flames  (»f  sectional  discord.  Into 
Mr.  Blaine's  argument  that  if  the  electoral  commission  was 
good  enough  to  liud  the  presidential  returns  valid,  it  was  good 
enough  to  find  the  State  returns  valid,  Mr.  Thurman  interpolated 
the  aside  '"  that  it  was  not  good  for  anything  except  to  be  hung." 
The  electoral  commission  which  was  to  allay  strife  and  restore 
I>eace  by  its  non-partisan  decision  could  have  done  so,  if  at  all, 
only  by  deciding  for  the  Democratic  and  against  the  Republican 
party.  The  decision  at  the  polls,  the  decision  of  Mr.  Hayes's 
committee,  and  the  decision  of  the  electoral  conmiission 
availed  nothing  so  long  as  three  Republican  governora  re- 
mained at  the  head  of  three  Southern  States.  The  Democratic 
leaders  demanded  simply  that  the  Republican  administration 
should  do  what  a  Democratic  administration  would  have  done 
if  the  people  had  voted  it  into  existence ;  or  as  the  Democratic 
party  put  it,  if  the  Republican  administration  and  the  electoral 
commission  had  permitted  it  to  be  installed. 

Unable  to  believe  that  Republican  faith  could  be  violated  if 
its  demands  were  understood,  Mr.  Blauie  repeated  in  every 
possible  guise  his  conviction  that  the  movement  against  the 
State  governments  was  a  simple  invitation  to  the  Republicans 
to  abandon  the  ground  on  which  the  people  of  the  United 
States  had  accepted  the  election  of  Hayes  and  Wheeler.  On 
the  7th  of  March  he  read  in  the  Senate  a  telegram  from  D.  H. 
Chamberlain,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  to  Hon.  D.  T.  Corbin : 

March  6th.  I  have  just  hud  a  long  intci'view  with  Haskell,  who  brings 
letters  to  me  from  Stanley  Matthews  and  Mr.  Evarts  [of  Mr.  Hayes's 
cabinet].  Tlie  purport  of  Matthews's  letter  is  that  I  ought  to  yiehl  my 
rights  for  the  good  of  country.  This  is  eml)ari'assing  beyond  endurance. 
If  such  action  is  desired  I  want  to  know  it  authoritatively.  I  am  not  act- 
ing for  myself,  and  I  cannot  assume  such  responsibility.  Please  incjuire  and 
telegraph  me  to-night. 

Mr.  Haskell,  it  appeared,  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
State  committee  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Blaine  charac- 
terized the  proposition  as  empowering  him  "  to  treat  with  Gov- 
ernor Chamberlain  for  the  surrender  of  the  State."     There  was 
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rumor  uf   a   Himilitr  lotter  learned   Lo  New   Orleaus  bv  a  Mr.  | 
Burke. 

"  I»  tli«r<>  any  Ketiauir  od  thin  Hnor,"  inqnirc<I  Mr.  Bluiw,  ] 
"who  dusirPH  to  Rtnnil  siHuisor  fur  that  diKtfiaLrii.  or  f(>r  t 
policy  tlmt  il  coven  ?  le  then?  any  Sciiator  here  who  propu«  1 
to  abandon  the  remnant  thiit  is  left  uf  ttic  Kepublican  {miIt 
Wtween  the  i'olonuu'^  aod  the  KJo  Omnde.  and  that  it  nltallgn  1 
down  for  the  jtublic  guod  '(  I  do  not  |>ro{K)tie  cither  at  the  beci 
of  Mr.  Stanley  Mittthew«  or  Mr.  Kx-ar)*  to  nay  that  the  jiuWic 
good  requires  that  the  remnant  nf  the  brave  men  who  liave 
borne  the  flag  and  the  brunt  nf  the  )>attle  in  the  Southern 
Stutejt  Hf^inxl  jieivcciiUonK  un[)amllelud  in  thts  country  ahaU 
retire  for  tlio  [>uhlie  good.  .  .  .  The  few  inii'x;cnt  remark* 
which  I  inaile  yosterdKy  soundotl  to  Mr.  Bayard  like  fire-hclb  in 
the  nif^ht ;  they  iteemed  il<M<tiiied  t^i  rekindle  the  fires  of  ftecti-mal 
M^frestiion.  That  t^enator  and  myself  represcnl  different 
aehooU  in  jioliticit,  .  .  .  different  ideas  before  the  war,  du^ 
iiig,  and  sinre.  I  |tro[HjBe  for  mvitelf,  as  lung  as  I  may  be  in- 
trusted  with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  that,  whoever  vise  shall  hull 
or  grow  weak  in  maintaining  it,  so  long  aa  I  have  Iho  streagth  I 
will  stand  for  Soiilhem  Tnion  mm  nf  both  eolors  ;  and  whent  ' 
.■,-;isc  1..  .1.1  lli:il  li-'fiim  ;uiy  [inwn.T.  N.irtli  or  Smith,  in  nffi.ial 

hnilirs  nr  l„.f,.iv   ],MLlir   nss'(,Tlll.li,.S.  m;IV  I1IV  tulipilO   cleiivo   In  the 

n.-.l  nliiiv  in. .ml,  ^(11.)  ,nv  ri-lit  l.an.l  \nv^yi  its  L-.-nuiii-;." 

Ml.  [■■.\;in,  ii.iiH,><lJat.'l>  ii.'sirr.l  il  I..  Ih' stated  tliia  lie  >U 
not  .■iii|.>isc  Ml.  Si;iiil.'\  Miittlicws  to  the  extt-nt  implied  :  iliiit 
til.'  li-tirr  was  |„.-M'iiU'>l  iiiiii  liv  Haskell,  and  he  wn.if  ujioii  it. 
sul>slaiiiii.!ly.  ilial  lie  liad  iva.l  il.  tliat  he  desired  to  st-e  th* 
iii'iilili  ■-  ill  Siiiiili  t  'aiiiliiia  i-iiiiiiiMsed  iuid  to  hear  from  (iovcni'.T 
riiaiiihfilain   ii|iiiii  tlu'  sul'jri't  ;  and  tlie  I'resident  \va,-i  dechireii 

U.  \,-  il wisr  irs|ini,sil,l,-  for  the  Iftler. 

\i'\cilliilrs>    ilir    wutk    Mi'iil    on   I.I  conipletinii,      I'nder  tlif 
iir.si-lilili'  ini'ssiir.'  nl"  the  national   a.tniinistration,  culminating' 
in  wiiliili.iual  .if  III,'  iVa.'i'iil  lro,i]is.  tlic   Republican    legislatures 
if. Ill  pivcriiors  withdrew,  and  the   soliJ 
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presidency  was  in  this  direction.  It  was  entirely  in  line  with 
his  political  course,  though  his  discriminating  treatment  of  the 
amnesty  proposal  led  the  unthinking  and  the  wrong-intending 
into  a  directly  opposite  interpretation.  He  believed  that  the 
general  government  could  be  so  administered  as  to  develop  the 
material  resources  of  the  South,  encoumge  a  divereity  of  indus- 
try and  interest,  and  elevate  the  moral  standard  of  both  races ; 
that  it  could  peacefully,  powerfully,  and  legitimately  press  for- 
ward the  education  of  the  ignorant  classes ;  the  conciliation  of  the 
higher  classes ;  the  indepejidence,  j)rosperity,  happiness,  and  har- 
mony of  all  classes.  He  believed  firmly  in  the  protection  of 
the  blacks,  but  not  in  the  nagging  of  the  whites.  His  thorough 
sympathy  with  the  first  in  its  wrongs  did  not  prevent  his  sym- 
pathy with  the  second  in  its  woes,  as  real.  He  desired  eagerly 
the  withdrawal  of  federal  troops,  but  he  desired  it  as  a  sign  of 
perfected  patriotic  reunion,  not  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  relinquishment  of  projected  rebellion.  His  standing  with 
the  Southern  leaders  was  proof  that  his  faith  was  not  without 
reason.  Many  of  them  were  his  attached  personal  friends  and 
daily  associates.  Perhaps  by  none  was  he  more  tenderly  cher- 
ished than  by  some  to  whom  he  was  in  constant  and  active 
political  opposition.  All  manner  of  cordial  service  and  senti- 
ment were  exchanged  between  men  whose  diverse  public  views 
did  not  interfere  with  private  respect  and  social  attraction,  and 
he  believed  that  they  could  be  enthusiastically  enlisted  in  the 
true  iij>-building  of  the  South. 

The  Republican  press  rather  languidly  but  rather  largely 
accepted,  if  it  did  not  uphold,  the  work  of  the  Republican 
administration ;  and  Mr.  Blaine's  opposition  was  attempted  to 
be  dismissed  as  merely  "factious  "  and  '"  sore."  So  great  is  the 
power  of  the  administration,  in  whose  councils  at  that  time  Mr. 
Blaine  stood  substantially  alone. 

But  there  wjis  wide,  earnest,  and  even  bitter  opposition,  find- 
ing voice  in  the  country  papers  rather  than  in  the  larger  metro- 
politan press.  Captain,  now  Representative  Boutelle,  held  up 
the  new  policy  in  his  Bangor  "  Whig  and  Courier  "  to  every  blast 
and  whiff  of  censure  and  contempt.  Mr.,  now  Senator,  Chandler, 
pierced  all  its  joints  and  sutures  with  his  sharp  satires  poison- 
tipped  ;  and  when  the  people  spoke  authoritatively,  they  spoke 


414  ItlOGBAriir    Of   JAMES 

with  IK)  iiiioertAiii  snund.  I'cnnHylvania,  which  gave  HaTes 
neitrly  20,000  mnjurity.  Imt  140.000  R^-pulilk-Ait  vuU-s  st  Un 
next  elcctioti  nnd  frave  Uio  Statfl  to  the  DvmrKmte.  Ohifi.  tlw 
Presidt'iit's  i»wii  State,  t^xchanged  her  7.*f"0  Hayex  majoriiy  fi» 
a  27,000  Dpmitcratio  iiiajiirity  bv  keeping  Uack  nearlv  W).")M 
RejjiiblicMii  vdU^s ;  while  I'lwa,  which  had  reptirlitttccl  the  pfilic7 
of  th«  admi n intra tinn,  kept  her  State  vote  wnll  up  tii  her  prriW 
dentjal  vol*-.  In  the  Maino  SUitp  CnnvBtitioo  of  AagnBt  S, 
1877,  a  Mwthitioii  ajipmviiig  Preaid^nt  HKyea's  piAkcy  was  offered 
only  to  bo  mot  by  a  ahaij)  couiiler-rewilution  of  ceiisiirp :  and  it 
required  nil  Mr.  BIhJiio'h  jwwvr  nf  pergonal  iiersuaaion  aud  Jt»- 
owing  to  convinw  the  ronventiun  that  it  waa  oiTptnized  for 
State  and  not  Natimial  mattem.  Harmnny  was  reat(in-d  by  not 
referring  Xm  the  I'rcsidunt  at  all,  and  by  greeting  Mr.  Biaiae 
with  '*  deafening  applaiim-." 

WASUDtnTOK.  Jtme  12,  1876. 
Mr.  BUinr  had  imtmHi)  iiniiKiinlly  bright  and  noil  Sunday  momiDg;  mi 
h(t  was  hungry  al  hn^akfaHt.  whiirh  ho  Iiiin  not  lieea  before  (or  wc«ks.  A 
telegraph  wire  is  rin  the  library  Uhle,  aiid  Mr.  Hale  aent  a  des|>atch  frDn 
Unclnptti.  and  Mr.  Blaine  repUral  tu  it  Uiat  ttrajrllung  waa  looking  w«d 
here.  brfgbU>r  than  l(   iiad  for  a  month.    Mn.  Blaine  wiuitnd  tn  drin 

li>  <'hiinh.  I.iii  I.,.  «^inir.l  Ikt  to  tt;ilk  uill 

:il.;nl  ..f  Ih,'  H:iy.  .mhI  lliiii  h.'  ti.i-k  T.-  Ir.i 
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he  said,  **  Crying?  ^^  But  to  think  of  his  great,  strong,  splendid  mind  so 
locked  up  —  only  forty-six,  and  of  magnificent  health.  They  say  the 
trouble  is  cerebral  depression,  caused  first  by  the  great  mental  strain  upon 
him,  and  immediately  by  the  excessive  heat.  He  has  suffered  much  from 
the  annoyance  of  this  investigation.  Work  has  not  hurt  him.  All  political 
opposition,  all  the  duties  of  the  speakership,  and  all  the  daring  of  his  bat- 
tles this  winter,  he  entered  into  with  zest ;  but  this  standing  up  and  parry- 
ing assassin- stabs  upon  his  charactecin  a  committee-room,  fighting  curs  like 
Mulligan,  this  was  mortally  disgusting  to  him.  Oh,  how  many  times  the 
poor  darling  has  expressed  his  loathing  of  it !  but  he  said  he  must  go,  or 
everything  would  be  distorted  and  twisted  to  his  defamation ;  and  as  soon 
as  one  charge  was  disproved  they  brought  up  another,  and  when  all  who 
knew  anything  about  it  had  sworn  to  his  integrity,  they  brought  up  the 
villains  and  gossips  who  knew  nothing  about  it  to  bear  false  witness 
against  him.  ...  I  think  1  am  more  hopeless  about  him  than  is  any  one 
else,  so  you  must  make  some  allowance.  His  nomination  looked  so  sure, 
that  they  had  to  devise  some  extraordinaiy  way  to  defeat  him.  Then  came 
his  splendid  speech,  and  the  tide  was  turned  and  promised  to  take  him  into 
port  bravely ;  but  now  he  sails  with  (Jod  the  seas.  Do  not  think  I  care  for 
the  nomination.  It  is  the  man  only  who  lies  on  the  bed,  helpless  and 
innocent  and  sweet  iis  a  little  child.  1  can  never  be  thankful  enough  that 
this  did  not  come  till  after  his  splendid  Monday.  Nothing  in  his  life  was 
ever  so  magnificent  and  overpowering.  .  .  .  More  than  death  is  to  be 
feared  for  him  a  shattered  life;  but  we  cannot  see  a  handbreadth  before 
our  eyes,  and  can  only  wait  and  meet  what  comes.  The  doctors  say  he 
needs  chiefiy  rest  and  silence,  and  that  he  will  recover  entirely. 

3  P.M.  I  feel  very  much  encouraged  this  afternoon.  Surgeon -(Jeneral 
Barnes  and  all  three  of  the  other  doctors  concur  in  saying  that  every  group 
of  symptoms  is  favorable,  and  that  all  he  needs  is  building  up.  When  he 
wakes,  he  almost  always  says,  *♦  Chunjh,''  liecause  I  suppose  there  is  where 
he  left  himself.  He  also  said,  **  Telegraph  to  Mr.  Hale."  And  when  he 
had  taken  all  he  wanted  of  something,  he  said,  **ThatMl  do,''  as  naturally 
as  possible.  .  .  .  The  President  has  just  been  in  to  in(}uire;  only  heard 
of  it  at  eleven  when  he  returned  from  Anna])olis.  Walk<M*came  this  morn- 
ing at  six.  The  Postmaster-Cleneral  sent  a  special  message  to  have  an  en- 
gine bring  him  down  from  New  Hampshire  in  season  to  take  the  Xew  York 
train.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  better  news  to-morrow.  If  you  hear 
nothing,  you  may  suppose  he  is  going  on  in  gradual  improvement,  just  as  I 
hope  he  is  at  present. 

From  John  G.  Whittier : 

13th,  G  Mo. 

.  .  .  The  news  of  the  sudden,  severe  illness  of  Mr.  Blaine  reached 
me  last  night.  Nothing  for  a  long  time  has  so  saddened  me.  The  paper 
this  morning  says  he  is  improving.  (toiI  grant  it  may  be  true !  If  I  were 
a  member  of  the  Cincinnati  Convention  and  before  inclined  to  some  other 
candidate,  I  would  vote  for  him  now,  sick  or  well,  ixs  a  rebuke  to  hired 
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sluiderera  iwd  ex-Rebel  InvesttgMon.  The  BTrnpaOilos  of  tho  whole 
counby  inuiit  be  wiUi  him. 

I  novor  dodbbKl  Mr.  UIiudo'k  i>«;f«cl  rig'tu  to  KttMid  to  hia  btuinvis  mal- 
tvnt  anil  buy  «n<l  null  K.R.  slocks  wbtl^  *  M  C  I  was  onl;  mtrry  becstue 
hit  uneialiM  oouli]  luw  It  aj^niit  biiti.  Thnt  he  has  bt>L-n  huocA  in  hb 
tnuiMPtionii  1  havi!  no  iloulH.  Ilia  very  lutiun  ui  KiM)i«r  »how  hU  rfpliialB 
■enae  of  honor,  ami  his  iwliritiido  thnt  no  nno  should  loM  (ry  htm.  Thm 
Ictlvm  Rv«tn  Ui  mn  tii  Ik'  hi*  Ixwt  vimlii.'Ktioi). 

Dmrfrieiid.lcan  well  iinikmiuitlthygrief&Bduisieiy.  .  .  .  [.na; 
erp  tills  I  hop)-  lip  hiw  wi  far  recovered  that  your  hoirts  an  full  ul  Ihuik- 
fulnB»».     Clo<l  Weft,  you  all! 

Wasiiinutox.  Jnne  H.  1870. 
I  sui>pose  you  got  my  l«Uar,  written  nt  about  tlie  Iow««t  ebb,  just  w  I 
WM  fi^lin^  At  tiie  liiglimt.  Tlw  fhaiige  yeatenlny  nsa  iDarvelloua,  bikI 
HMeille<l  nice  a  lulraoli'.  One  mnilidiit  h(>  was  asking.  "Wht-m  am  I?" 
luiil,  ■■  What  Hny  ia  it  P "  nud  tlio  next  ht:  was  talking  ns  natunUly  as  erar 
in  bia  llf«.  But  really  there  was  a  luaricAd  ciiange  ev«n  in  thu  morning, 
lie  seamed  to  mn  a  nnw  man,  but  hg  !«piik(!  with  dllfioulty,  banlly  man 
than  aingle  words,  and  that  In  a  wliUper  that  yuu  had  to  put  your  at 
rloM  to  hin  li|iii  Iii  hiwr.  Monday,  whitn  Iw  was  begbiniog  to  amaw,  Iw 
wuuld  aay  half  a  dosun  limes  during  Uie  day,  eviduntly  altar  a  gnat  elfon 
to  Hutlsfy  hirnxolf,  ■■  Chunrh  F"  ilia  mlml  wntnied  Ui  be  going  f«N3bly  badt 
to  what  it  know  laat.  l^en  h»  would  s»k,  ■*  What  day  !s  itP  "  ami  "  Is  It 
Stmday?  I*  It  dark  yot?  "  ola.  Bnt  yeatcrday  almost  Vtwjihln^  he  smiI 
w:i.sn.li.'MiI.  rli"ii;:li  lu-ilid.ii-iroiiiiig.Miii'   on.'.;  by  :L-iking.   "  Where  !im 
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man,  and  taking  all  his  honor  to  herself !  Sunday  night  I  was  awaiting 
every  moment  tlie  possibility  of  a  change  for  the  worse.  The  doctor  hjis 
stayed  every  night  so  far,  and  Mrs.  Blaine  sleeps  what  she  can  on  the  sola 
in  the  parlor.  Mr.  Blaine's  appetite  is  good,  and  the  rest  may  be  beneficial 
to  him.  lie  seems  as  quiet  and  unexcited  as  possible;  says  he  rather 
dreads  than  desires  the  nomination ;  but  if  he  gets  the  nomination,  would 
rather  like  to  get  the  election !  Do  you  see  how  differently  Republicans 
treat  the  Speaker  from  Democrats  the  ex-Speaker?  As  I  write,  we  are 
constantly  getting  news  from  Cincinnati  on  the  library  tiible  by  telegraph. 
••  Curtis  is  reading  the  Reform  Club  address  amidst  grc^at  applause." 
••Committee  out,"  etc.,  etc. ;  so  that  we  know  what  is  going  on  all  the 
time.  It  is  not  very  soothing,  but  nothing  so  exciting  as  if  nothing  had 
happened.  I  suppose  that  editorial  was  the  one  that  called  forth  move  than 
a  thousand  letters  of  protest  from  Maine,  saying  that  the  subscri be i*s  meant 
to  have  a  Republican  newspaper,  and  if  that  paper  was  not  going  to  be 
one,  Maine  proposed  to  have  one  that  was.  As  it  lias  large  circulation  in 
Maine,  it  hauled  in  its  honis  instantly.  The  convention  must  be  in  high 
spirits,  for  pretty  much  everything  that  is  done  is  re^jcived  **  with  great 
applause,^'  the  telegraph  ticks  out.  Walker  and  Emmons  will  go  back 
probably  the  last  of  the  week,  if  their  father  continues  to  mend.  Q.  and 
T.  had  a  high  fight  of  words  this  morning,  because  Q.  said  **  papa  did  not 
know  me  so  good  as  he  did  Q."  If  possible,  I  will  send  you  a  telegram  if 
Mr.  Blaine  is  nominated,  if  I  can  get  the  wire,  but  if  it  is  any  one  else  you 
may  whistle  for  it.  Mr.  Blaine  hits  just  aimouneed  his  determination  to 
go  out  to  drive,  and  has  sent  for  Mr.  Fish's  carriage.  Three  telegrams 
were  sent  from  Washington  yesterday,  saying  he  was  dead.  1  suppose 
there  are  people  who  wish  h<^  were.  Still  the  sympathy  and  friendliness 
manifested  for  him  were  very  widespread.  Dr.  Verdi  said  he  never  has 
seen  anything  like  the  interest  shown  in  this  since  Seward  was  attacked, 
whom  he  attended.  The  doctors  are  elated,  and  especially  the  houKeopaths, 
who  were  at  variance  with  the  old  school.  Still,  each  one  seems  to  be 
satisfied  that  he  was  right,  so  I  do  not  think  wc  nticd  mind.  'I'he  street  has 
been  barricaded  at  e:ich  end,  the  entrance  to  the  house  barricaded,  a  bul- 
letin put  up  three  times  a  day,  and  a  policeman  stiitiontu]  to  keep  ofV  the 
crowd,  and  a  servant  at  the  door  to  answer  inquiries.  I  hiiva  held  a  good 
many  levees  myself  at  the  front  door,  and  in  the  vestibule,  and  on  the 
steps.  There  is  the  queerest  mingling  of  politics  and  medicine.  I  believe 
if  his  attack  had  not  been  so  public,  if  people  had  not  seen  him  lying  in 
his  terrible  unconsciousness,  the  whole  thing  is  so  quick  and  •*  dramatic," 
that  his  foes  would  say  he  made  it  ail  up. 

Wasiiinctox,  June  16,  187fi. 
Mr.  Blaine  is  as  bright  and  calm  as  ever,  and  seems  quite  content.  He 
has  the  relief  of  not  having  the  campaign  on  his  shoulders,  and  undoubt- 
edly the  years  will  be  freer  and  happier  than  they  wouhl  be  had  he  got 
the  nomination  and  election,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  Ix'tter  for  his  health; 
but   I  do  not  deny  that  it  is  a  risk  which  1  would  gladly  have  taken  ! 
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UnnonU  Ihirlbiirt  iwid  ta  me  yMUirdav.  "  It  \*  the  last  rime  for  a  cminrj 
tbnt  Um  Nimh-west  will  permit  Npw  Ki)gUiiil  ti>  havu  il  PresMraii.  and  *he 
do«s  It  now,  not  bocaiiao  of  any  regard  (or  N«w  Kngland,  t>ul  beciusi!  sh» 
lUumthe  nutn."  Anil  here  wM  n  niftn  who  had  won  (he  rery  firel  plMvIa 
the  coiuitry,  Mid  New  Knglanil  might  luivt>  olMitAd  biin  on  the  first  t*llM. 
IimUhuI  nf  which  slie  wnnt  against  htrr  nivn,  hikI  aoDiinaiMl  a  Dan  ihit 
nobody  ev<-i-  hi-ai'd  of.  MaMwIiuHltii  might  have  eli'cled  him  on  tht  la« 
ballot :  liiit  *\ie  i'hoo«e§  rotbor  to  have  aa  admin  tat  ration  In  which  At  hu 
no  induotNv.  Sir,  Blaini!'>  friend ■  xtuulc  to  him  with  un[>Knill«)cd  Sd*)!ljF. 
Every  one  wiys  tlio  flight  waa  most  matrnlDoeni,  —  that  n«nT  wa«  a  ouu  m 
■lUbJnvd  tu  llie  itnil.  Among  hh  frlcncU  tha  ftmltng.  which  of  roonv  m 
outdiih)  penuu  oan  have,  is  of  eiiUiUHiiutli-  ttdniiratlou  uul  Bympatb;  (be 
tho  «pl(ind)d  victory,  lis  fought  the  whnin  flelil,  without  awHi^y,  agaiM 
tho  arfminintntion,  without  any  i-'lap-lraii  at  all,  —  and  h«  hMl  ballot  aAct 
ballot,  aj)  many  votos  as  tlie  lhr«e  other  lilghnst  caiididates  pat  tugMhar. 
And  we  havn  waittMt  all  tho  ontbuHiaiim  which  Mr.  Blainn**  Domiaatioo 
would  have  elicited.  Who  can  enthuse  for  Hayes?  Mr.  BlMjne  hv  Jnt 
gone  nut  to  drive  witti  Secretary  Kisli.  I*  this  not  a  cruel  blow  coiuiq 
juitt  upon  hU  HlokneM?  And  yet  It  nuiy  be  the  ImsI  ihlog  thai  noulil  hin 
happened.  Vou  may  ramwnbnr  that  Mr.  Blaine  ban  always  propEia^id 
thn  (iitiat  Unknown.  Eftrly  thin  morning  oanie  a  iel«gnun  tlul  they  had 
comhtncd  on  KrUtow ;  hut  Mr.  Blnino  «ud  no,  tliat  minld  Dot  bo  Mc. 
Tlioy  would  cotnbino  on  Ilityeit.  The  i<ouvemiun  biut  norainatrd  a  maa 
wUoin  n'>bo<)y  wanted,  and  left  a  man  whom  mn  maoy  do  want.  Dinar 
roetiiiagra  cnmc  in  fmm  nil  i|unrtJ-rs  by  the  iciegrani.     If  Mr.  BUlac  cia 
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llL.ml  :l  sillgl.-  lLI:uOlin,-  \,.If,  il.  fj.r 
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■t   wl.imi  would    li:kvc  volcd  for  wo 
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excitement  gone,  there  might  come  a  reaction,  but  there  is  none  so  far. 
He  sees  every  one  who  calls,  and  their  name  is  Legion,  —  all  the  returning 
delegates  coming  to  make  their  reports,  and  their  reports  are  all  alike,  — 
of  a  magnificent  support  in  the  convention,  a  splendid  following,  the 
greatest  enthusiasm,  three-fourths  of  the  convention  really  wanting  him, 
but  cheated  out  of  the  nomination  by  the  tricks  of  their  leaders,  who 
had  the  whole  force  of  the  administration,  all  the  machinery  and  a  great 
deal  of  money,  all  the  treasury  and  the  so-called  reform  element,  besides  the 
local  feeling  of  Cincinnati  and  the  newspapers.  All  this  Mr.  Blaine  fought 
single-handed  and  under  liis  sunstroke.  They  say  that  the  only  large  paper 
in  Cincinnati  that  was  decent  to  Mr.  Blaine  was  the  •*  Enquirer,^'  a  Dem- 
ocratic paper.  Blaine  men  paid  no  money,  bought  nobody,  made  no 
bargains,  hail  no  clap-trap,  but  just  fought  on  the  strengtii  of  his  personal 
character.  The  news  of  his  illness  was  a  terrible  blow,  but  they  stuck  to 
him  right  through ;  said  they  would  rather  have  Blaine^s  executor  for 
President  than  any  other  candidate.  They  would  listen  to  no  second  choice. 
Men  stood  up  and  voted  for  him  in  solid  column,  — after  they  knew  Hayes 
was  nominated;  and  after  llayes's  nomination  was  announced  they  cheered 
Blaine  lustily.  No  one  had  any  idea  of  his  strength  before;  that  this 
defeat  has  developeil  it,  and  that  lu*  comes  out  of  the  contest  far  stronger 
than  he  went  in ;  that  the  way  the  votes  stut^iv  to  him  is  unpamllelcd. 

From  Walker : 

Yale  (.'ollecjk,  June  21,  187C. 

.  .  .  The  more  I  think  of  the  result  at  Cincinnati  (I  don't  tliink 
very  much  of  it,  however),  the  bitter  am  I  satisfied.  .  .  .  Tell  father 
that  1  shall  be  disappointed  if  Im  doesn't  make  lue  his  private  secrebiry 
for  tlie  summer,  as  1  think  Tom  needs  rest,  and  I  have  no  doubt  some  hard 
work  would  do  me  good  every  way. 

From  Mi's.   II.  H.  (ireenoiigh: 

Camhuiihje. 
.  .  I  have  nev(!r  seen  any  expression  of  feeling  so  strong  as  that 
which  was  created  by  the  aimouneenient  of  Mr.  Blaine's  illness,  since  the 
hour  of  Lincoln^s  death.  It  seemed  to  strike  a  blow  to  every  heart  and 
to  paralyze  every  other  thought :  and  it  is  a  joy  unspeakable  that  even 
at  its  most  an.xious  moment  he  was  able  to  use  his  vast  influence  to 
strengthen  the  safeguanls  of  the  country  which  it  was  the  general  wish 
to  leave  in  his  hands,  so  that  whatever  else  might  happen  his  patriotism 
was  as  remarkable  as  the  power  he  wielded  or  could  have  wielded  as  its 
head. 

Your  son  Emmons  is  as  worthy,  dear  Mrs.  Hlaints  of  his  father's  fame 
as  a  mother  could  desire.  Every  reward  will,  1  am  sure,  be  his  or  found 
in  him,  and  I  am  very  thankful  for  my  dear  grandson's  sake  that  they  so 
early  have  chosen  each  other  for  friends.  Mr.  Longfellow,  who  was  here 
when  your  son  called,  regarded  him  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  saii!  that 
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^(r.  Hlnino  nrns  hm  candiilabi,  hU  naf-  nhoicii.  kad  Ihxt  ho  dneplf  m*nlUil 
tltB  pttPHwuliun  wliidi  liai)  Ivd,  puislbly.  u>  hlii  lllnwM  nnil  whkti  mi^lAjiit 
cnuAe  <)"(i'At  t-i  rhv  Kapulilinm  pMlj-.  Of  oouna  tiv  ilttplfii-dil  thu  luSiim  li 
Uid  cunvuntiuii,  (!xii!|ilitig  tli&l  \»J  gemr  huabaiuTn  itpprwnl  ufit.  tia  ritiam 
inuil  be  laixn  /or  ijrantr.d. 

From  Hoii.  T.  Ewiiig: 

St.  Lucu.  June  .10.  U!7«. 

I  thulc  jrm  for  your  vury  cordial  lettur  roceivMl  beforv  l«k«iDg  ImM 
for  the  ooiivtuilion  )ivre,  kikI  auurv  you  tlia^  your  family  haw  a«  Uif!»* 
placn  In  oar  hcnrU  an  wr  have  in  yuuni. 

Vou  may  periiiips  iiutlon  In  the  |>Ulfan]|  siloptei]  hure  »  idiaiiwful  atuut 
on  Mr.  Hiikiiift.  I  wm*  «  monibur  uf  thci  ('ommitlvv  on  Resolnilom,  ud 
m»vt^d  to  striki^  out  tlmt  v\iinfm  of  Iht  pliUforiu  whiuh  luul  bottn  bniagtitopt 
fi-nin  Now  Vtirk  l>j  thti  TStilonitm,  who  (»ntn>llnl  a  l«rge  nt^oritjr  of  tta 
iHHivbuliuu  mill  mlod  it  fttisoluiuly  from  &ni  lu  Iwa.  My  motion  led  toia 
iixcitod  and  nngry  duluUn  of  on  hour  and  n  linlf.  nnd  w«s  lost  tu  Uu  hj  t 
voUi  of  e!)fht«oD  lo  twuuty.  I  \iiva  prepiu-ed  a  resolution  In  nSvj  in  upfn 
i^inycnitinn  tti  otrikn  out  that  chnrgo.  Hut  tha  Tilden  men  cut  us  kIT  from 
di'lmh.'  and  atnenduiuntB  by  the  iiravioiu  question.  hriI  rnrrind  the  piitfum 
(limugli  in  i>{>lii-  of  nil  npixiNltion.  If  I  hod  *iip|toKed  wo  wvrv  U>  liu  <MitA 
ulf  su  urroganUy.  1  wiiuM  hav»  madi!  u  inhmrity  report  on  tfiM  sithjtd.  h 
1  did  on  the  npcwle  ivvdinptlon  law.  The  nunn  I  did  not  was  UiM  I  <<anlil 
gnt  no  oni!  tn  join  tnit  In  ««  pronounced  nn  npporitlon  to  the  tu-tif>n  M  thr 
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oonvention  and  shall  send  away  two  more  to-morrow.'^  B.  says  that  the 
Saturday  befora  Mr.  Blaine  was  ill,  a  man  in  Lynn  said  to  him.  '*  No  living 
man  can  stand  the  strain  that  is  on  him.  If  they  don^t  kill  him  one  way, 
they  will  another."  Bo  sure  you  lie  low  and  see  that  they  don^.  .  .  . 
Mr.  French  says  Judge  Hoar  says  if  he  ever  is  sent  to  another  nominat- 
ing convention  he  hopes  to  carry  a  larger  stock  of  wisdom  with  him ; 
that  he  took  what  little  he  possessctl,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  l>e  enough  to 
go  round  tlie  delegation.  .  .  .  Dr.  Smith  was  in  the  tniin;  inquired 
for  you  with  a  great  deal  of  feeling ;  sai(i  ho  was  glad  you  had  grace  given 
you  not  to  munler  Mulligan  on  the  spot,  as  you  had  tlie  right  to  do, —  though 
I  won^t  vouch  for  the  exairt  wonls ;  said  he  thought  a  large  number  were 
representeil  by  a  prominent  man  in  his  (*ongregution  who  had  not  been  un 
especial  Blaine  man  till  within  a  foilnight  of  the  convention,  but  the  events 
of  that  fortnight  brought  him  out  strong,  tliough  ho  consoles  himself  since 
the  convention  by  saying  that  your  time  has  not  yet  come,  that  yc»u  will  go 
in  with  more  Mat  in  four  years,  or  even  in  eight  yeai^s,  than  now ;  but  we 
will  not  lend  ourselves  to  any  such  folly,  will  we  ? 

House  of  Representatives, 

Wa8IIis(;t<>x,  D.C,  August  3,  1876. 
Mr  DEAR  Blaine  :  This  has  been  a  great  day  for  you  in  the  House.  You 
liave  at  last  found  not  only  an  e(|ual,  but  a  superior  in  power  to  destroy 
one  of  your  enemies.  Said  superior  is  Proctor  Knott.  He  has  smashed  him- 
self even  more  completely  than  you  smiished  him.  You  will  see  it  ail  in 
tlie  •*  Record.*"  I  will  only  say  that  Fryc  and  Hale  <»ov(»njd  themselves  with 
l^lory.  Scores  of  your  frientls  w(;re  ready  to  go  in  if  there  had  been  any 
need.     But  those  who  did  s|>eak  left  nothing  to  be  desireil. 

Loving  you  as  ever,  I  am. 

Your  friend, 

«l.  A.  (lAKFIELD. 

Fxotn  John  G.  Whittier  : 

Bear  Camp,  R.  HoCse,  West  Ossipee,  N.H. 

9th  Mo.  10,  1870. 

.  .  .  The  newspapers  have  located  me  in  half  a  dozen  places,  and 
the  last  I  heard  of  myself  after  leaving  my  **  cottage  at  the  Shoals."  I  have 
been  re|>orted  as  living  •*  set^luded  anti  hermit-like"  at  Martha's  Vineyard, 
tlie  guest  of  a  distinguished  New  Yorker.  This  Stiti;  is  now  alive  with 
political  caucuses  and  flag-raisings,  but  all  say  that  wv  hick  the  enthusiasm 
which  is  wanted  in  such  a  canvass.  There  can  be  no  tloubt  that  Mr.  Blaine 
would  have  been  a  stronger  candidate  in  most  of  the  Stiites.  The  real  hope 
of  the  Republicans  lies  in  the  folly  of  the  Democrats,  which,  from  present 
appearances,  is  not  likely  to  fail  them.  I  am  sorry  that  my  dt^ar  frientl 
Adams  has  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  by  the  Democrats,  but  he  will  not 
hAve  a  large  following  in  .Massachusetts. 


-»..» 
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rung.     At  U)e  StmtB  e1o(-Iioit«    nil    fordcms  of  ite  1 

linit  ti-i.     Wn  *h«Jl  bt)  vastly  atrongwr   in  Nuf«r  I 

(I  \a  Uio  drvoul  of  n  wiliU  Somh,  rebrl  ral«,  oir..  tt;.  I 

IBM)  topKv  |imniln«<nl    In  your  «pt>acbi!a.    H  luk  I 

il  tiiDiM,"  wbic;li  is  our  deMlU«iit  fo«.  I 

Slniian-lv.  ' 


t'ot-cHBCs,  Ohiu.  8«plmnb«ir  14,  UT(. 
Ur  UKAK  Mk.  Ulaikk:  Hdw  ^i>riou«Iy  yon  hare  done  !  IcongrabiUii 
you,  and  Ihiuik  you.  Thia  will  ^ve  liuart  »nd  lifs  to  nur  friiuHU  mci- 
whurn.  W«  nn^  thn  enounni^ment.  In  tbit  Staw  and  in  IndUna  ik> 
XnienliAck  herwy  i»  Htrong.  At  ll)e  tttalo  e1o(-Iioit«  nil  fordons  of  ite 
l>nni.  will  be  uniicti  ngainit  ti 

Our  itrunK  gruund  li 
I  liupi)  you  will  niAlMt  thOM)  t 
piHipIr  away  from  ••  liiinf  il 

Slnoerelv, 

'    U.  H.  IUtes. 

From  Walker: 

Cdktshati,  OctoUrr  I,  W7«. 

DcAtuuT  MimiEK:  Aft«r  wn  Infl  t'lrvnlnnd  at  wv^n  o'clix-k  Mondif 
munilnji  lani  we  livl  n  sonipwhitt  proutk-  rldi>  to  Lafuvi^ic.  arricing  Mum 
ftlHiul  riglil  III  UiL>  BVi-tiiiig.  llnd  tu  wait  for  dinner  tmlll  we  reai-hcd  fun 
VVayiio,  at  :t.3li  I'.M.,  an<l  then  did  nut  have  v»rr  uiuvh  of  «  m«a].  At 
lAfuyottti  Mr.  Unh  niiit  ua  and  took  u*  to  his  hniMct.     .  .     Ilad  iupptt 

afl«r  reaching  ihero,  ajid  hnil  a  very  comfortable  niglit%i  ■li'«')i.  KnU  iby 
wp  wont  to  the  baltlo'fcruimd,  dinliint  Mimd  xlx  mHi'ii,  and  Lh(*ri>  waa  a  ifti 
Inrga  meeting.  Father  BiMke  In  the  afternoon  fur  nbout  an  hixir  anil  t«i 
mimitr*.  I  limt^  him  mi  that  hn  nhouli]  not  aprak  too  long.  .  .  .  In 
■ha  uveulng  there  was  a  reiwpUou  at  Jndfre  OrtfaV,  from  wlikh  fatlur 
waa  ('n]lcd  awny  to  spi-ctk  in  the  aqnam.    titiodloe,  who  was  ih^  tut 
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half  an  hour.  .  .  .  The  next  day  we  went  around  and  called  at  the 
Colerich's.  Mrs.  Colerich  was  a  Walpole  and  her  mother  was  a  Gil- 
lespie. The  old  lady  (she  is  between  sixty  and  seventy)  is  the  perfect 
image  of  Mrs.  Sherman.  The  old  gentleman  is  a  tine  old  Irishman  who 
insisted  on  kissing  me.  You  never  saw  two  people  so  glad  to  see  us. 
The  old  lady  was  very  much  aftected  and  kissed  me  when  I  came  away. 
They  are  nice  old  people  ...  At  Plymouth  saw  Johnny  Ewing,  son 
of  Philemon,  who  has  come  over  from  Notre  Dame  to  see  father  —  a 
nice-looking  boy.  Sent  my  love  by  him  to  Mother  Angela.  Took  train 
from  Fort  Wayne  Thursday  for  Muncie  and  Indianapolis.  At  the  for- 
mer place,  where  we  changed  cars,  father  spoke  some  twenty-five  min- 
utes. At  Indianapolis  found  Mr.  Chandler,  Mr.  Mcl*herson,  (iovcmor 
Noyes,  and  others.  Had  a  magnificent  meeting  in  the  opera-house,  jammed 
with  people  who  had  been  waiting  over  an  hour.  Father  s|K>kc  an  hour 
and  a  half  and  was  followed  by  Noyes.  Left  In<lianapolis  at  7.30,  Mr. 
Chandler  coming  with  us  to  Cinciiuiati,  and  went  to  Mitchell  in  Southern 
Indiana  in  Ilunter^s  district,  where  they  h!id  a  meeting  in  a  grove  of  eiglit 
to  ten  thousand  people,  all  hoosiers.  Father  spoke  an  hour,  and  spoke  well. 
From  there  we  came  to  (Cincinnati,  leaving  Mitchell  at  tliree,  reaching  Cin- 
cinnati at  nine.  I  was  glad  to  get  out  of  Indiana,  —  t.c.  Southern  Indiana, 
—  and  glad  enough  to  get  to  a  city.  While  we  were  waiting  at  the  depot  in 
Mitchell,  a  fellow  came  by,  his  face  streaming  with  blood  and  a  crowd  of 
about  twenty  hooting  and  chasing  at  his  heels,  lie  was  drunk  and  had 
shouted  •*  Hurrah  for  Tilden  !  "  Of  course  he  was  not  badly  hurt,  but  it  was 
not  a  pleasant  sight  at  best.  Reached  Cincinnati  at  nine  Friday  evening,  and 
yesterday  afternoon  father  spoke  in  Ilartwell,  and  in  the  evening  here  to 
the  largest  meeting  ever  held  in  Cincinnati,  and  afterwards  saw  a  torchlight 
procession  of  about  five  thousand  men.  Father  was  followed  by  Mr.  Frye 
who  is  here  with  Mrs.  F.  .  .  .  I  spent  most  of  yesterday  with  Rufus 
Smith,  and  to-day  have  been  to  church  and  to  dinner  with  a  son  of  an  old 
college  friend  of  father's  who  presided  at  the  meeting  last  night.  Young 
H.  I  knew  at  Andover,  where  he  was  a  classmate  of  P^mmons.  1  am 
enjoying  the  trip  immensely.  It  is  a  grand  way  to  see  the  country,  and  is 
altogether  very  enjoyable. 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  John  Jay : 

New  York,  .January  25,  1877. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  there  may  yet  b(»  a  chimce  of  defeating  the  P^lectoral 
Bill  by  an  appeal  from  all  jjuarters  of  the  country  to  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  to  lend  it  no  sanction  by  the  action  of  its  members  till 
its  constitutional  it}'  has  been  aflirmed.  Pray  let  me  know  by  telegraph  if 
you  think  there  is  a  chance  of  this  and  how  we  had  best  proceed. 

I  regard  the  measure  as  the  most  unconstitutional  and  wicked  since  tlie 
fugitive  slave  law,  and  its  influences  and  results  perhaps  fatal  to  our 
government. 


[ilnnwl  In  f»M-  that  fUhur  v»t«<l  k^inat  it,  iind  ploawd  to  be«  that  ho  pri 
■n  pkh)  mill  NtalOHUiaulikci  f«aMinH  fur  dnlug  fm.  I  hsvti  a  i^iiwli  atnMiit 
!•(  i-untcmiit  for  SonnUin  wlm,  in  Hh«-it)>*iiign  mc«siirti  which,  liko  Ihlt.  pn'^ 
poMNl  III  "  khrnit  NUgmrH,"  OH  (isriteld  tnyt,  uan  find  iio  better  Tvnfnna  (a 
opposing  IhU  iDPAsnro  or  favoring  tli»t,  thiui  that  it  will  (»nd  Vs  tfuai 
&Ir.  llttj'on  in,  ur  lo  <!l(tat  Mr.  Tililon.  I  hkvn  onmtgh  (if  mnarrratimi  in 
mo  lo  pr«f«r  Keoiiig  Mr.  Tllden  Presldout  t«n  tiinvs  rntliiT  Uuu  (n  »<«  m 
■langsroun  a  (iriN-i^dont  onci^  mbLbliiilMMl.  Yiit  tho  pliui  is,  I  fear,  a*  gual 
aa  ailoptixl.  IIowi<«er.  beav«n  and  thu  Illinuia  t^^'alatura  ho  fnM. 
I>avi')  l>avi!>  will  nn[  prabably  bo  tbr  jwlga  tn  decide  it.  The  ld«a  n( 
callEng  DnviH  nn  lni]uiien(1<!nt !  I  do  nut  b«li«ve  that  thoru  wilt  be  •  bdur 
Dcniocntl  In  tlie  wHdIo  Senate  nnt  Mwinn  than  thiti  vs-judgv.  .  .  , 
ARbbvl  (irccn,  n  pmminiMil  lawyiir  in  Now  Jurwy,  who  vrm  luullv  balsa 
by  UiH  abattoir  muu,  rutnurkoil  last  |«<ar  in  a  publio  .Hpnccfa  in  N^w  Ji^rwT 
that  "  Itluinii  fnignod  a  fiunt  in  WuahiDgtun."  which  I  ho[>c  damoi  htn  in 
joiir  u>'M  an  il  doM  Id  mine. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker: 

BROOKLm.  JMinarj  3C.  ISiT. 
1  havo  Just  roMiTWl  a  IoUot  from  motbar,  wlikb  1  tak«  plaaaora  ia  — rf    I 
iif!  yiMi,  a*  another  nvldnnt'it  nf  bnw  mnch  slir  will  he  plens^  at  jnm  nito^ 

- '■-•       '  '■■■'  ■' -^i!  ^'Kaiiisl    the  l.ill.'an.l  fM 


...1  J-,., 


I  (I,.'  ,... 


IKllll.-I 


M|,l«.SL,lt:    that 

..f  .-WlLon.  it  ,.fe.ns  I..  „..■  tl.:.t 
ilislieil.  —  a  preredcnt  which  will  pt-rmil 
c',  in  ciL*e  of  cmergent-y,  of  which  tJiry 
i'ljiiil  jmivision  to  th«  iittemiiisl  virgf 

ii]i|.n>ili-ni  you  piit  it  ,in  wnslilLiIii™*! 
hi':i[>  ill  men  lo  falsify  iheir  rwnrrtiind 
iiiso  if  it  jmssits  thora  is  a  possihilily  iJw 
H'  rniiiili-y  fi.r  llii'  next  four  j 
;jinlnl  frum  such  a  partisan  standfwinl- 
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From  Walker : 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Febi-uary  10,  1877. 

.  .  .  What  a  world  of  g^yety  you  are  living  in.  I  should  think  that 
you  would  occasionally  sigh  for  the  calms  of  an  undistracted  city  like 
Washington.  It  is  rather  a  strange  thing  to  me  to  look  at  this  country 
now  in  decidedly  the  most  dangerous  and  ominous  time  I  ever  saw,  and 
to  see  how  quiet  we  all  are  and  with  how  much  sang-froid  every  one 
behaves.  Business  prostrate,  the  results  of  our  gi'cat  election  in  doubt, 
rebellious  articles  in  print,  sacrifices  of  precedents  as  old  as  the  Con- 
stitution without  a  moments  consideration  ;  and  yet  thanks  to  a  compara- 
tively scattered  population  and  divei^sities  of  interest,  and  to  some  extent, 
too,  to  the  ruined  and  prostrate  South,  we  move  along  as  quietly  as  under 
settled  (le  jure  dc  facia  constitutional  means  and  methods.  The  compro- 
mise turns  out,  as  Mons  calls  it,  a  give-away,  but  not  on  our  side.  What 
do  you  suppose  would  be  the  condition  of  a  nation  like  France,  if  topics  of 
80  great  national  interest  arose,  or  of  England,  if  precedents  were  so 
quietly  swept  away.  ...  I  don^t  think  I  should  care  a  fillip  about 
this  wearisome  election,  save  that  I  don't  sec  what  will  become  of  the 
thousands  of  clerks  who  will  be  turned  out  if  S.  J.  T.  goes  in.  Put  in  the 
Litany,  —  I  have  in  mine,  —  •*From  all  dependence  for  daily  breail  on 
the  national  government,  and  from  all  government  clerkships,  good  Lord 
deliver  us."  ...  1  am  now  taking  an  extra  course  of  lectures  in 
afternoons  at  the  Law  School,  on  the  Constitutional  History  of  Govern- 
ments, and  as  I  am  thinking  of  biking  another  course,  all  my  afternoons 
are  therewith  occupied.,  i.e.,  afternoons  of  the  first  four  days  of  the  week. 

.  .  Father  wn)te  me  a  short  note  the  other  day,  and  sent  $55,  the 
sole  remainder,  so  he  wrote,  of  a  $1,000  investment  in  Michigan  silver 
mines.  .  .  .  What  an  extravagance  has  father  ventured  into  in  buying 
a  watch  I  How  he  hjis  liberalized  since  he  ordered  me  five  years  ago 
not  to  wear  standing  collars  on   pain  of  his  displeasure!    .     .     . 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Washington,  February  16,  1877. 

Walker  came  early  this  morning,  by  night  train  from  New  York.  We 
breakfasted  together  at  Wormley's,  and  ho  went  to  the  capltol  with  me. 
I  made  a  brief  speech  on  the  Pacific  liailroad  bill,  and  a  very  good  one,  I 
think,  l>eing,  of  course,  an  impartial  judge.  We  arc  going  out  to-night  to 
make  swell  calls  in  several  directions.  We  have  just  come  in  from  dining 
at  Wormley's  together,  and  find  Joe  Mimley  here  —  bright  and  cheery  and 
newsy.  .  .  .  Louisiana  is  decided  in  our  favor — just  heard  it;  would 
telegraph,  but  you  would  not  get  the  despatch  till  morning,  when  you 
will  get  it  faller  in  the  morning  paper.  This  practically  settles  the 
election,  and  we  may  count  on  Hayes  as  next  President  with  some  degree 
of  confidence,  indeed  with  certainty. 
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From  Mr.  miiin.. : 

Fr-BBLABT  ».   1877. 

.  .  .  W<-  ff\  dregou'i  rMolbJlut  \teton  nwe».  What  »  laaH 
umimenlary  on  nil  iilMut  of  taimow  t)i«t  rotv  of  <uj^l  to  htmi  u!  I 
nieiui  tliti  Mneit  tti  f uMlsiii  Umt  fri^Uul  fund  uf  Cmniti'a. 

To  Mr.  Blaiiif,  frt-m  Mr,  W"l!mU^ll  Philli[«i: 

Mabcb  \  77. 

ir  HajM  withiiiftwn  UiP  ir-wpn  ivuva  tlio  South,  murdwr  Had  intimiihlfai 
will  rule  theiv.  'I'ho  Soutli,  utronjrvr  in  vutei  Uinti  beforp  eiuMicipuini, 
wilt  oaiTy  lior  point  luid  Ixi  xnlislantlally  vicloi'juua  Hpiti?  of  ApimtuaUoi; 
thorn  will  his  no  Kupulilitwu  BUii«  «juIIi  uf  I'ctmsj-lrruiiA;  Ou-  iivxl  Cw- 
);rMH  and  the-  next  Prcsldfiil  will  l«  DcnioonUk.  Vwr  ticUcr  to  have  Tilda 
Ihttn  Hay**  with  wu-li  n  iiolipy.  Voiiot  (Hirdinllj-.  iim<1  IriiMitig  vunll  sMi 
UK  if  you  VIM  from  eiiL-h  lutultii^as.     .     .     . 

To  Mr.  Ulaiiiv,  from  Mr.  William  Lloyd  (iarriscm  : 

B«>«'n>K.  Mttrch  8.  1877. 
TboujEbl  am  nut  one  uf  your  i<otistitueuU,  I  doelrc  most  hiuu-iily  lotbadt 
yon  for  yotir  rui-cnl  mniily,  nloqtiffiit,  Mid  putriotic  uUcnuioes  in  the  SauM, 
whilti  juiitly  uscrllng  the  validity  «f  StMialur  KLdloggV  elnctinn.  uA  tte 
li»^t1miwy<if  thodnimof  Govomnr  1  Vknrd.  of  I.^iii8iMia.  nnd  of  (ioverM 
ChaiobsrlaiD,  of  South  Cuullns,  lu  the  rwx^uitina  and  mppim  (A  tl* 
genoml  gnvcrnmont.  Rn  nasnirod,  In  voii  will  1>e  aocordcil  the  www 
:,].|.i'.'i^.l  •'<  ^M  Iti.i--  (rir.i  :iii<l  Inn-  -lmY-  in  tlu^  l»tiil  who  rfiiu>ml«T  t-v 
*ivi.llv  Hi.'  :i«tiil  r,,ii-M]u.iu-...  lli.H  hrn,.  n-iiill.'il  rti  tlir  |.ast  fn.ni  coit- 
:ir.iK  r,im|.r i-v-«iili  ill.'  .\,-\>-Uv  mA  vlu'llioii^  S[.ii-il  .,f  lli,.  >..uiii  L. 


::iii-.  \oi-(i 
V  -int.-k  111 
Ki^Miriinv  n 


<   n..il    .!,^i,.,._:.  ..juWil.) 

:i  sin^'k'  ■■xro|Hiim  in  llit 
m  l>:ivis.  :itid  lie  exwpriii. 
lie  tmpamlU'loil  liorivirj  "I 

"I     Mr;!!)!    it    (irfiii^lil  ll[Mili 
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You  will  bo  blamed  in  another  quarter.  There  is  a  weak,  timid,  pur- 
blind, compromising  element  in  the  Republican  party,  which  your  out- 
spoken words  of  sound  reason  and  timely  warning  will  greatly  disturb, 
because  its  panacea  for  all  our  national  divisions  is  "conciliation,^^ 
meaning  thereby  a  truckling  to  the  South  as  in  the  days  of  yore,  and  a 
stolid  indifference  to  the  fate  of  her  colored  population.  The  elimination' 
of  this  element  from  the  party  would  greatly  add  to  its  strength  and  effi- 
ciency, as  it  is  ever  a  drag  in  any  great  emergency.  That  which  it  seeks 
to  **  conciliate," —  by  sacrificing  principle  to  expediency,  —  is  devoid  of  all 
sense  of  honor,  every  pulsation  of  patriotism,  every  feeling  of  nationality. 
Its  wishes  are  neither  to  be  gratified  nor  consulted.  The  truly  loyal  at  the 
South  need  no  conciliation ;  to  the  disloyal  no  concession  should  l)e  made. 
If  President  Hayes  shall  be  true  to  his  inaugural  professions,  his  adminis- 
tration will  be  a  shield  of  defence  to  the  oppressed  against  their  lawless 
oppressors.  God  grant  he  may  be  equal  to  his  responsibilities !  He  cannot 
do  better  than  to  respond  in  word  and  deed  to  your  noble  declaration  : 
••  Whoever  else  shall  halt  or  grow  weak  in  maintaining  it,  so  long  as  I 
have  the  strength  I  will  stand  for  the  HmUfmm  Union  men  of  both  colors ; 
and  when  I  cease  to  do  that,  before  any  presence  North  or  South,  may  my 
tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  and  my  right  hand  forget  its  cun- 
ning. Yours  to  uphold  justice, 

Wm.  Lix)yd  Garrison. 

From  Walker : 

Washington,  February  23,  1877. 

Dearest  Mother:  I  suppose  that  you  have  special  telegrams  to 
Augusta,  giving  the  result  of  the  vote  in  the  electoral  commission  from 
time  to  time.  At  any  rate,  long  before  this  letter  reaches  you,  you  will 
know  that  Oregon  is  decided,  by  this  non-partisan  commission,  in  our 
favor.  As  I  heard  Mr.  Evarts  say  to-day,  that  South  Carolina  would 
occupy  very  little  time  indeed  (you  know  the  Committee  of  the  House 
which  visited  the  State  declared  that  the  Hayes  electors  were  fully 
elected),  I  presume  that  Hayes  may  be  regarded  now  as  the  next  Presi- 
dent. Bring  on  a  new  relay  of  cabinet-makers.  ...  1  was  present 
in  the  House,  and  heard  Seelye  and  Pierce  announce  that  they  could  not 
vote  to  admit  Louisiana  as  belonging  to  Hayes.  They  desired  to  throw 
out  the  vote  altogether.  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  being  Inde- 
pendent simply  means  **  being  on  toother  side.*"  I  was  rather  disappointed 
in  the  vote  on  Oregon.  I  wanted  to  see  one  vote  something  better  than 
8  to  7.  Father  was  not  up  this  morning  until  eleven,  but  has  been  at  the 
Senate  all  day,  and  is  now  sitting  here  writing.  He  is  quite  well,  I 
think.     The  loneliness  of  his  life  grows  on  him,  however. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Washington,  February  26,  1877. 

Walker  got  off  as  per  appt.  at  9.20  last  night ;  said  as  he  was  leaving 
that  he  had  never  spent  a  more  pleasant  or  profitable  week  in  his  life. 
.     •     •     I  have  greatly  enjoyed  his  being  here. 
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Vtamd. 

AnaoBrA.  Febmary  27, 1817. 

.  .  .  Alliw  went  bade-  yMl>ri»y  aondng  ^oU*  Imppr.  Emim 
go*«  Urk  uvnight.  He  U  a  nnarinUs  yoMk  lir  OM  of  U»  jean.  Br 
oavB  bo  tnkiai  ur  tfvwrybodijr  mA  •n(7ttta|f,  wul  flww^  he  ibrnvi  him' 
wlf  into  cvtrry  tireitch.  Is  nor*  Ilk*  for^  tiaii  tweaty. 

From  W&lker : 

BKooKLm.  MKTch  7.  19J7. 

DXARin  Motiirh:  I  haTo  jiut  h«on  ntulin;  fnthft'a  gmt  «[MMi 
jwlardqr-  It  VA*  gntnd.  a»  I  think.  IT  this  RdmlnlstnUiun  is^ng  m 
bmIw  &  foolUh  RiuTC  in  Htv  irry  luajtltmiog,  wlint  will  it  oonifi  to  In  Ur 
eadP  At  nil  •vmi».  I  foci  sure  llikt  fitUiitr  Is  rlgbt  Mid  thai  he  wUl  Iw  ■» 
t^nnd  by  tb«  Kcpiibliutn  purty  everywhere-  The  appnlnimnnt  of  [>r>r!U, 
if  tnic.  In  very  fTood  I  am  glad  ihu  no  MMoe  man  Is  Id  Ihei-Abinriif  ihl> 
Mtminlitmtiui]  i>  guiDg  lunut  in  lliia  mannur.  Writ«  ma  what  yna  tJiJntof 
the  eiinuch. 


4 


To  Mt.  libiiia.  h.iiii  Walker : 


4 


Brookltx.  Stwh  7,  1«77. 
I  have  jUHl  tiiiinluN)  reading  lh«  nocuunt  of  yuur  ap«).-ch  of  yntUtrda;  in 
(ho  SennUi.  I  wunt  to  wriio  iiav  line  In  say  how  much  I  waa  intpmo"! 
with  it  and  how  uiiwli  1  adinira  your  oourM.  You  am  aaro  to  bo  •»• 
tnlned  by  Uio  KepubDou)  part}-  tm  maiM  In  the  Nortitont  and  Weotn 
Sillies.     I  clim'i   (liiiik   ili;ii  yim  r.wi-  iiiivlliinp^  In  ihis  .tdministration  wtaL- 


'     ][:<\ 


■Am 


I   ]<:i 


•»).   and  y 


-VN.  Miirrii  1!>.  l>i;7. 

At  III)  cvi-[it.>i,   i  liat^ 

iliboiis.      If    I  :illl  llii^ 

*i)  mnt'h   llic   lieller  nS. 

family,  that  1  am  never 

lliJn  I   .-,.1  rauildled 
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dyeing  my  hair  to  look  young  and  wearing  false  teeth  like  John  D.,  T. 
may  go  to  snubbing  me  under  the  impression  that  she  is  the  older.  It  is  a 
matter  of  importance  to  me,  for  as  the  younger  members  grow  up,  I  feel 
the  power  which  seniority  gives  growing  more  and  more  a  poor,  frail  wand, 
no  longer  an  instrument  of  power.  When  I  am  twenty-five  and  A.  twenty, 
I  shan't  be  half  so  well  able  to  snub  her  as  when  I  was  twenty  and  she  fif- 
teen. Well,  the  Senate  has  adjourned,  and  now  we  shall  see  what  is  going 
to  be  the  policy  of  this  administration.  .  .  .  What  do  you  think  I  have 
been  doing  lately  ?  Reading  Scott's  poetry.  .  .  .  I  began  •*  Marmion" 
Friday  and  read  it  through  almost  at  a  sitting.  Began  it  because  I  was 
ashamed  to  confess  to  myself  that  I  had  never  read  it,  and  I  read  it  with 
immense  zest.  I  think  I  must  inherit  both  a  taste  and  distaste  for  poetry, 
—  the  former  from  you,  the  latter  from  the  paternal,  though  I  found  T.  G. 
ivhenin  Washington  greatly  impressed  with  **Mireio''and  profoundly  moved 
by  Cowper's  '*  Grave."  He  insulted  me  by  asking  if  I  had  read  the  latter. 
•  .  .  The  pater's  favorite  stanza  was  one  beginning,  '*  Like  a  sick 
child  that  knoweth  not  his  mother  while  she  blesses,"  it  may  interest 
you  to  know.  .  .  .  You  don't  know  how  I  desire  to  get  home.  I  don't 
like  New  York  at  all,  and  I  want  to  see  you  all  and  settle  down  in  Augusta 
immensely, — for  the  summer,  I  mean.  .  .  .  Love  to  nearly  every- 
body in  Augusta,  most  of  all  to  those  beneath  your  roof. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  2 

Washington,  March  25,  1877. 

I  have  not  much  to  tell  you  to-day,  and  fortunately  I  have  not,  for,  Sun- 
day as  it  is,  the  house  has  been  crowded  all  day  with  visitors  of  every  name 
and  nation,  whom  Martha  and  I^wis  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  keep  out 
and  fend  off.  I  forgot,  in  my  hurried  note  of  yesterday,  to  toll  you  what  a 
pleasant  interview  I  had  hiid  at  the  White  House,  and  how  vcr}'  anxious 
the  President  seems  to  be  civil  to  me.  Ho  is  finding  a  good  deal  of  trouble 
in  his  Southern  policy.  He  is  beginning,  1  think,  to  see,  if  not  the  ern)r 
of  his  ways,  yet  the  immense  magnitude  of  the  question  which  he  thought 
would  down  at  his  simple  bidding.  ...  I  stayed  only  a  few  minutes, 
and  at  11  was  in  bed,  —  quite  early  for  me,  as  my  average  is  after  12,  but  I 
sleep  late  and  make  it  up.  ...  I  shall  not  be  at  home  till  close  of  the 
week,  and  you  need  not  UA\  any  one  when  1  am  expected,  for  1  want  to 
escape  the  crowds  there  that  are  running  my  life  out  of  me  here. 

Augusta,  March  26,  1877. 

You  need  not  believe  a  word  of  Mr.  Blaine's  opposition  to  the  cabinet. 
Evarts,  Sherman,  and  McCreary  are  men  whom  he  would  have  chosen 
himself.  The  President  sent  for  him  Sunday  before  his  inauguration,  to 
ask  about  the  New  England  member,  and  of  the  list  of  eleven  which  he 
had,  he  took  the  one  Mr.  Blaine  advised,  —  Devens.  Mr.  Hale  had  previ- 
ously declined,  and  the  President  said  he  could  not  take  Frye,  as  he  did  not 
know  him.    Mr.  Devens  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Blaine's  all  last  sunmier,  and 


tried  to  gc\  HUini-  itul«i}rnt««  wnt  to  ClacinnkU.     So  you  cw 

Mft  alt  tbo  KtiiriH  about  Mr.  BUina'a  opposing  the  cMbtnet.     Ha  isex|i 

ham«  thiti  wvek. 

From  W«llc«r: 

BRooKLrs.  April  e,  1X77. 
Pkakmt  Mother:  Von  iiiu«I  hum  hoanl  from  fmthcr  nil  aliQUt  tlw 
pleaMiit  limp  whldi  wo  had  tngpllicr  in  N<?w  Yorl:,  §o  of  thui  1  wriu<  tiolA' 
ing.  luvti  til  Mty  thai  1  xpunt  the  plaa;ianU»l.  twfiiity-four  hnurs  ali 
I  h&vo  Inwn  liere,  .  .  .  Thanlta  for  yuur  care  aiid  rourvaLiun  ul  tte 
"imgulnr  [nKicij]."  1  ought  tii  leant  mmntlilng  Mill  do  eom«(hing  n 
Augluta  IbiB  your.  Thi't*  la  gi>«l  Buvivly.  plouty  of  buolcH.  IuIm  of  air.  uA 
home,  and  1  am  riMJIy  going  to  mako  Kn  eamost  «fibrt  to  aocompliA 
aoineCtatDg. 

From  Wttlker: 

Urookltm.  April  l<t.  1877. 
.  .  .  Spiritually  I  aid  degvacratinfc.  as  fxr  «a  ohnrch-goiiig  it  ■ 
faowr.  1  haru  not  Iwi'ii  lo  chnrch  for  many  SundavB.  save  ye^UF- 
liny,  and  i  doo't  ilcaire  to  go  for  miuiy  more  if  I  am  to  hviar  as  poor  a,- 
Hurmun  as  1  heard  yasUinlay.  I  ■luii't  dl^ike  tbu  KpiMMpal  chnn^  M 
whun  It  lay*  ItMolt  oat  il  can  gut  np  t.hn  pooroKl  acrinon  I  «ver  listeDsd  la. 
'I'hi*  partlintlai-  ounit«  —  who  w&a  old  enough  to  linon  better  —  preadMl* 
aennon  on  death.  He  had  a  very  bikit  GnglWi  aoeont.  and  hu  gniimStj, 
Milciiinlv.  :mi!  -ivi'i'lly  li-ii  hU  i-i.n^ircKiilion  down  iiilotlio  tomlis,  ami  ih-'ii 
.|iii..|lv  ':ilaiiit>.ii.,l  Umiii  Willi. ml  :i  r:iv  of  suiiUkIiI  nr  a  pk-am  of  tiopf. 
Hi-  hi.-:i<  ».tv  .4.1,  l,..>v:isol,l.:ii„)  l,i-'-,.niii>ii  ,v:is  nl.l ;  :ui.l  1  :im  rfur.-pv.'lt 


Viioli 


of   li„. 
I-  i)ri.|>os.>s  t 


I  .1(1. 


in^  |.n:irJ 
U'liy,  hf 


■liliciiti-  of  liiHh. 
!.■  is  liku  a.  iu:in  who  h;is  been  ar- 
ii--^.  :iii(l  tUi-ii  imiifis  this  ivilnfss  fur 
his.     The  populi- 
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two  Soathem  States  was  getting  on  a  good  basis,  should  step  in  and  kick 
down  the  ladder  by  which  he  rose  to  power,  and  with  it  endanger  the  rights 
of  the  people  for  whom  he  mourned  so  long  and  so  loud !  I  hope  that 
the  junior  Senator  from  Maine  will  speak  in  no  uncertain  tones  on  this 
question  even  though  he  battles  alone  for  the  right.  .  .  .  Sometimes  I 
work  myself  up  to  such  a  pitch  that  I  no  longer  feel  myself  sane  or 
logical  on  the  whole  matter.     .     .     . 

From  Almet  F.  Jenks,  to  Emmons  Blaine,  Geneva : 

In  Frenchman's  Bay  on  the  way  to  Mt.  Desert, 

ON   BOARD  OF  THE   "FiREPLY"  StEAMER. 

August  1,  1877. 

Mr  DEAR  Emmons  :  "  Yo  ho  cheerily,  men.  Captain  Reese  of  the  *  Man- 
tlepiece/  ^^  I  never  saw  a  letter  before  that  ended  in  reality  with  its  date. 
This  does,  for  like  the  argument  of  a  poem,  the  skeleton  has  been  given 
and  my  bright  genius  must  fill  the  rest.  However,  I  thought  it  might 
please  you  if  I  should  jot  a  line,  or  rather  heave  a  line,  from  our  log,  or  a  log 
from  our  line,  or  something  in  Captain  Marryat^s  vein,  or  in  the  manner  of 
£.  K.  Kane.  .  .  .  The  party  has  made  thirteen  all  the  way,  and  just  as 
we  get  seated,  the  Hon.  J.  Gr.  B.  disappears,  and  brings  in  some  provincial 
to  make  up  fourteen  at  the  table.  .  .  .  The  setting  sun  shines  on  a 
broken  and  shattered  table  of  cheese,  olives,  ham-sandwichos,  etc.  The 
American  flag  floats  at  the  stern.  Mr.  H.  and  Mrs.  R.,  Mr.  B.  and  Mr.  H., 
are  sitting  in  the  stem  quoting  poetry.  Mr.  C.  H.,  Miss  6.,  Miss  B.,  and 
M.  are  playing  whist.  W.  is  fur*anls  smoking  a  cig.,  and  1  guess  Miss  B. 
is  getting  up  a  praise  meeting  among  the  crew,  which  by  the  way  consists 
wholly  of  able-bodied  captains.  We  are  having  a  jolly  good  time,  and  I 
am  glad  that  I  can  quote  my  Horace  from  a  different  verse  and  chapter 
from  you. 

•*Cras  ingens  iterabimus,  aequor." 

From  Mr.  Blaine,  to  Hon.  W.  H.  West : 

Au(;usTA,  Me.,  August  25,  1877. 

Dear  Judge:  Your  letter  greatly  surprises  me:  .  .  .  though  1 
dissent  from  much  that  I  see  attributed  to  you,  your  position  is  still 
immeasurably  better  than  that  of  the  Democrats.  And  aside  from 
political  affiliation,  my  personal  sympathies  are  all  with  you.  I  do  not 
forget  the  tie  of  nativity  that  binds  us  both  to  the  good  old  county  of 
Washington,  nor  the  still  stronger  bond  that  unites  us  in  the  brotherhood 
of  the  same  Alma  Mater.  Nor  will  either  of  us,  I  trust,  ever  fail  to  re- 
member that  grand  old  race  of  men  from  whom  we  are  both  descended,  — 
the  mingled  Scotch  and  Scotch-Irish  who  peopled  so  large  a  portion  of 
Central  and  Western  Pennsylvania;  a  race  whose  modest  claim  in  all 
generations  is  that  they  never  turn  their  backs  on  a  friend  or  a  foe. 
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IN   THE   SKNATE. 

'"T^HE  Southern  policv  adopted  by  the  administration  of  Pre*- 
-^  ident  HayeH  waa  a  bitter  and  laatiiig  disappoiiitiuent  U 
Mr.  Btainu.  He  felt  ibat  tlw  wtieuU  of  progress  had  been 
turned  liaekward  and  an  hiewtimablc  groiuiil  of  vantage  Iwt; 
that  it  would  be  years  Iwfore  the  countrj-  could  stand  in  full 
view  of  n  right  and  purmanuiit  adjuHtinunt  of  aoctional  relatione 
with  the  |)ower  and  prantige  which  nhe  hold  on  the  day  <if 
[[ayea'»  eh-ction.  In  hmopjKHiilion  to  the  admin itttcntiun  jiulic; 
Mr.  KUiiif  anfa^Miizud  many  of  the  leedent  of  the  Kepublicaii 
jmrty,  but  of  stalwttrt  Kepnbticanism,  to  uifie  \u»  own  phrase,  be 
was  mure  Uias  ever  the  chosen  and  ohjeruhed  head.  So  hiogtt, 
the  PreKidciitV  policy  might  br  affected  he  gave  it  hw  citw 
iiltcntiiiii  ami  fvnv  m>,'.-iic\  in  \vh:U  lio  dt-cnu-il  tin-  cmlv  rislit 
.litvriio,,.  WU.-u  it  WHS  r,mi|.l,-t.'il.  when  tlu-  KepubliL-iUi  l-.-'is- 
I^Knr,^  nlil,!,-,.  Si.il.'s  \v.u\  v;niisli,-d  ;.l  lli.^  t,.n<h  of  t!if  admi'mv 
li.ilin,,  wan, I.  whrh  ill.'  s,>li,l  Saulli        wlii.-li.  .iiirins,'  Hr-  elr,'toi-il 


..i    -■ 


.■.I    ^ 


■'""'• 

.-.s   as   to   ie.|Oii 

Is   — 

liu.l    W,-u 

ivi^lal,lisl„,l   1, 

l,a|,i 

l-r.       ■■Nnll, 

ill    ivgivis.  1. 
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During  the  winter  of  1877-78  he  was  in  the  full  tide  of 
vigorous  activity.  Many  of  the  measures  under  review  were 
but  remotely  allied  to  the  exciting  questions  of  the  South 
from  which  the  flame  seems  never  far.  The  laws  of  the  cur- 
rency, the  changes  of  tariff,  the  modes  and  roads  of  traflic,  con- 
cern the  well-being  of  a  nation,  but  not  with  the  heat  of  more 
palpably  moral  themes ;  yet  whatever  Mr.  Blaine  discussed  was 
the  question  of  the  day.  Tlie  distinctive  measure  of  the  Forty- 
fifth  Congress  was  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
free  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar  of  412J  grains, 
and  to  restore  its  legal-tender  character.  Resumption  of 
specie  payment  which  had  been  fixed  for  1879  was  threatened 
by  a  movement  which  looked  toward  inflation  and  instability 
as  the  basis  of  national  credit,  which  would  secure  remoneti- 
zation  of  silver  witliout  regard  to  changed  conditions,  or 
any  knowledge  of  sequences  or  prescience  of  consequences. 
On  this  bill  Mr.  Blaine  gave  thorough  cooperation  with  the 
President.  Deprecating  the  coinage  of  inferior  dollara,  lie 
traced  to  its  proper  sources  the  <leterioration  of  silver,  and 
was  emphatic  in  asserting  the  necessity  of  reestablishing 
silver  as  money.  His  position  was  indeed  imperative,  being 
in  logical  harmony  with  every  attitude  of  his  mind  and  every 
previoiLs  utterance  regjirding  this  important  question  —  which 
to  him  had  never  been  a  question.  He  held  it  to  l)e  a  theme 
on  which  there  can  be  no  rationally  divergent  views,  though 
there  are  many  theories.  He  held  that  gold  and  silver  are 
the  money  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  such  a  silver  dollar 
should  be  coined  as  would  not  only  do  justice  among  our 
citizens  at  home,  but  prove  an  absolute  barricade  against  the 
gold  monometallists.  He  did  not  believe  41 2 J  grains  of  silver 
would  make  such  a  dollar.  The  bill  was  passed,  was  vetoed 
by  the  President,  and  then  passed  over  the  President's  veto. 
Mr.  Blaine  was  oi)liged  to  antagonize  many  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  great  and  far  West,  but  the  depth  and  breadth 
of  a  wrong  public  opinion  gave  only  the  more  clearness  and 
intensity  to  his  opposition.  In  financial  circles  he  was  recog- 
nized as  emphasizing  principles  which  are  the  groundwork  of 
national  dealings  among  men.  The  philosophic  student  was 
gratified  to  see  tlie  experience  of  other  nations  appropriated  to 
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ths  guidance  of  the  republic,  while  a  clear  retxi^ition  of  tbe 
dignity,  the  jxtwer,  the  nutlionty,  huiI  Uic  itiilope»deut  suaiEng 
uf  this  nation  in  thti  fftniily  oE  nations  gave  eqaal  satiffacliui 
ta  tlie  jKitriotic  American. 

'Die  ftanie  ol>»ervant  critical  and  judicuil  attitude  is  HfaowDin 
Uie  position  which  hu  Ux>k  in  re^rd  in  tint  HiUifaz  award,  u 
attitude  which  lias  not  l>eeii  too  common  in  our  ex|ieriKnGe,CDd 
wliivh  \»  JW  far  from  the  traditional  lioLretl  tt>w«rd«  Engtaud 
as  it  iH  fi'om  the  traditional  Kt-lfHioiiCKil  of  America.  Enf^aitd 
came  pruivntly  to  think  it  for  hfr  interest  to  invest  Mr.  Bteina 
with  anti[iathy.  if  not  hostility,  to  honiulf.  No  inisap{trebeD0« 
could  lie  greater.  lie  did  iudvinl  uuce  remark  tu  Sir  Edwanl 
Thomtun  that  Knglmid  ait  against  the  Unilini  State*  m 
always  wroii};,  but  he  also  added  tlial  sa  agaioHt  the  rest  of  th« 
world  rtiie  was  always  right.  Tina,  of  coursa,  was  a  friendlj 
exaggeration,  but  Sir  Edward  thought  enough  of  the  coiu{di- 
nivnt  to  put  it  in  his  d«S}Hitche!>,  Mr.  Olaine  had  a  keen 
appruuiation  of  the  widti  reach,  the  anruraittiug  vigilance, 
tlie  unity,  and  the  ooutinuily  of  EngltHh  diplomacy  —  m 
keen  that  he  believed  it  neoectaary  for  thia  ooantry  Ut  meet 
it  with  all  her  resource*  of  watcfafulnenH  and  resolution.  I( 
Knj-laiid  li;iil   uuiim-  ai,Mi!isl  hiui.  il    was  ihi.t   lu'   discTiicd 
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1    alnilsc    a 

.1   sl.iw.-r   to   uiiih>i>Uiii!. 

I  thai    1..T    is,.lat,-ii  jxi^i- 

ll      look    iL 

■sshonhl   liavo   made  kr 

cr  and  iTeatili^'  iicii.'lil.Mi- 

,-stal.lish,'d  lu-w  r.-s|.oiisJ- 

,-Mll>.wis. 

and  111.'  igucraiit-lfarMcd 

I'llH'Ill    llu' 

ran.i,-(U  s;uvs,  !,nl  ill  lli^ 

lie    In  wail 

ii|inn    Mr.  Blaine's  wt.nU 

j:  OVrl'V  Sl^ 

U-  and  evcrv  class  in  tlie 

^   alwa>s   : 

iiiiui.'iis  upon   wliicli  he 
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ment  of  the  Fisheries  dispute.  The  Alabama  award  had 
given  1115,000,000  to  the  United  States,  which  Great  Britain 
had  promptly  paid.  Six  years  afterwards  the  Halifax  Com- 
mission had  awarded  $5,500,000  to  Great  Britain  for  the  Fish- 
eries, which,  to  complete  the  equation,  should  be  promptly 
paid.  Thus  the  subject  presented  itself  succinctly  with  a 
specious  parallelism  of  fair  and  manly  dealing. 

Mr.  Blaine  brought  a  few  important  facte  from  the  back- 
ground to  the  front,  and  the  relation  of  all  the  facte  was 
changed.  He  offered  in  the  Senate  a  resolution  of  inquiry  in 
regard  to  the  selection  of  the  Belgian  minister,  Mr.  Delfosse, 
as  the  third  commissioner,  and  developed  a  series  of  transac- 
tions which  England  has  found  it  more  convenient  to  ignore 
than  to  justify. 

After  giving  in  detail  the  various  steps  of  the  tortuous  path 
by  which  England,  against  the  protest  of  our  government,  im- 
posed the  Belgian  commissioner  upon  the  arbitration,  and  the 
reasons  why  this  Wiis  an  appointment  unfit  to  I)e  made,  dis- 
graceful to  England  in  the  suggestion,  still  more  in  the 
insistence,  he  reviewed  the  finding  of  the  commissioner, 
showed  that  it  was  such  as  was  to  be  expected  and  predicted 
from  a  commission  so  constructed,  —  an  award  '"wliose  injustice 
is  so  palpable  that  it  is  difficult  to  treat  it  with  the  respect  due 
to  all  subjecte  involving  international  relations."  While  point- 
ing out  that  England's  course  had  been  sufficiently  dishon- 
orable to  invalidate  the  arbitration,  he  did  not  counsel  ite 
rejection.  He  believed  that  the  arbitmtion  of  consultation 
is  so  great  an  improvement  over  the  arbitration  of  war  that 
it  was  better  to  accept  the  unjust  conclusion  than  to  throw 
into  contempt  the  new  Court  of  Nations,  as  yet  little  estab- 
lished; but  he  thought  it  equally  necessary  that  its  injus- 
tice should  be  thoroughl}"  exposed,  and  that  England  should 
learn  that,  though  overreached,  this  country  was  not  hood- 
winked. He  stam{>ed  it  upon  the  po[)ular  mind  that  the 
award  would  be  paid  not  because  it  was  fair,  or  wiis  founded 
upon  any  fact  or  evidence  submitted  to  the  Halifax  Commis- 
sion. Honor  pennitted  ite  payment,  but  paid  without  protest, 
the  award  would  be  used  thereafter  as  a  just  measure  of  the 
value   of   the  Fisheries;    therefore  it  was  "'our  duty  to  show 


486  BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    G.    BLAINE. 

that  the  rate  fixed  by  the  Halifax  (Commission  has  no  founda- 
tion whatever  in  truth  or  in  fact,  and  that  no  evidence  was 
before  the  Commission  to  justify  the  award.  .  .  .  The 
verdict  rendered  at  Halifax  was  not  legally  binding  under  the 
terms  of  the  treaty."     .     .     . 

The  country  took  a  high-spirited  part.  Secretary  Evarts 
presented  to  the  Foreign  Secretary  of  Great  Britain  the  adverse 
argument  in  full  —  and  i)aid  the  money. 

England  did  not  refute  the  argument  —  but  took  the  money. 

Large  questions  did  not  monopolize  Mr.  Blaine's  attention. 
He  had  a  passion  for  human  happiness.  Whenever  a  human 
being  could  be  helped,  he  was  eager  to  afford  help.  When 
frontiei*smen  were  oppressed  by  a  rash  but  official  attempt 
to  save  the  trees,  he  was  as  earnest  and  intent  to  prevent 
the  suffering  of  the  mountain  wood-choppers  as  if  they  had 
been  a  nation  enchained.  He  desired,  as  every  intelligent 
American  must,  the  preservation  of  our  forests.  He  opposed, 
as  every  human  being  must,  their  wtin ton  destruction;  but  he 
was  far  more  wroth  at  seeing  a  wild  law  striking  down  the 
hardy  woodmen  than  at  seeing  a  pioneer  axe  laid  at  the  root  of 
the  hardy  trees.  He  held  in  view  and  held  up  to  view  that  laws 
are  made  for  man  and  not  man  for  laws.  New  lands  cannot  he 
occupied  unless  the  settlers  can  liave  firewood.  On  unsurveyed 
hinds  not  offered  for  sale  no  wood  could  l)e  bought,  and  he  pro- 
tested that  the  pioneer  who  could  not  buy  wood  should  be  i>er- 
niitted  to  do  what  pioneers  had  done  without  hindrance  from  the 
fii-st  settlement  of  this  country,  —  help  themselves. 

The  initiatory,  arbitrary,  and  illegal  steps  of  a  reform  possibly 
well-nieunt,  but  administered  in  complete  ignorance  of  the  con- 
ditions, were  creating  distress  and  danger.  Laws  aimed  at  a 
reckless  tnillic  in  tiinl)er,  to  the  wanton  destruction  of  forests, 
were  applied  against  the  pioneer  cutting  wood  among  themoun- 
Uiins  for  his  househohl  tire.  Long  usage  was  broken  in  up(m  at 
various  points  in  the  West  and  Soutli-west.  Industries  were 
paralyzed,  property  was  seized,  honest  men  were  arrested  at  the 
very  beginning  of  winter,  and  hundreds  of  families  subjected  to 
great  suffering  and  greater  apj)rehension.  Mr.  Blaine  wasted  no 
words.  An  industrious  communitv,  in  twenty-four  houi*s  reduced 
to  starvation  in  the  name  of  law,  left  him  no  choice  of  words. 
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and  he  not  only  denounced  as  an  outrage,  but  satirized  as  an 
absurdity,  the  United  States  government  standing  over  the 
woodpiles  in  the  backyards  of  the  settlers  in  Montana,  "  in  a 
snowstorm  which  threatened  to  cut  them  oflF  from  all  communi- 
cation with  the  outer  world,  only  leaving  the  wire  which  led  to 
the  Interior  Department,  over  which  the  word  should  come  from 
the  secretary,  '  Not  a  stick  of  that  wood  shall  be  burnt  until 
one  dollar  a  cord  is  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States ' " 
—  a  stumpage,  he  was  careful  to  ascertain  and  point  out,  greater 
than  in  Massachusetts,  greater  than  in  the  woods  in  sight  from 
the  Capitol  where  he  was  speaking. 

"  You  cannot  show  in  the  history  of  the  government  where  a 
settler  in  a  Territory  has  l)een  (charged  for  his  firewood." 

"That  is  not  the  question,"  interj)osed  a  defender  of  the 
measure. 

That    is   precisely   the    ([uestion  I "      And    he    reiterated. 

Charge  ♦!  a  conl  stumpage  for  firewood  in  a  remote  gorge 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains  —  '#0,000  wrung  out  of  a  distant  Ter- 
ritory, with  no  representation  in  tlie  Senate,  on  the  eve  of  winter. 
The  woodland  in  sight  of  the  spire  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  city 
of  New  York  will  not  pay  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  ex- 
acted of  those  distant  settlers  in  Montana.  There  is  no  place 
sufficiently  settled,  there  is  no  population  sufliciently  dense,  in 
this  country,  to  justify  what  the  Secret;iry  of  the  Interior  de- 
manded and  collected  from  these  distant  people  in  tlie  remote 
solitudes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains." 

There  was  wide  misapprehension  on  the  subject.  The  fne- 
wmnl  of  citizens  cut  on  hai-sh  mountiiin-sides  and  hauled  twelve 
miles  to  their  homes  was  onhMed  to  be  seized.  All  the  firewood 
cut  for  the  town  of  Helena  on  the  public  hinds  was  to  be  seized, 
no  previcms  notice  having  l)een  given  that  the  custom  of  the 
country  or  the  former  usage  of  the  de[)artm(»nt  was  to  lie 
changed.  All  the  fuel  piled  up  for  tlie  use  of  citizens,  and 
even  for  soldiers  in  garrison,  cut  under  contract  with  the  War 
Department,  was  seized  —  taken  possession  of  lus  though  it  were 
stolen  goods  purloined  in  the  niglit-time  and  just  found  on  the 
person  of  the  apprehended  thief;  and  Mr.  Blaine  wjis  repre- 
sented as  *' rushing  to  the  defence  of  timber-thieves,"  his 
*'  clients,"   '*  the  worst  element  of  society."     lie  accepted   the 
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issue.  "I  am  glad  to  have  the  hardy  ttettlere  in  the  TemtonM 
who  arc  uarryiiig  forward  tliu  civiluatiori  of  the  uoactry  anil 
iNktUiiijif  with  th«  elemeote,  claHMnl  among  my  clients.  I  am 
glad  to  stand  for  them  in  auy  court  or  in  any  presence  againrt 
the  igitonuict)  or  the  malicu  of  any  unt;,  and  feel  u.shamei)  of 
niywlf  for  Home  of  my  l-'ast«m  friends." 

One  of  tlioiH!  E«»tern  fricndii  tried  to  stem  liis  impetuosilj, 
Iwgiiiiiinf;  guntly.  '*  Hix  fiixt  [loinl  wa^  tliat  tlivre  wax  aii  tAm- 
lete  law  —  " 

'*  I  nevor  used  the  word,  never ! "  intcrrupt«d  Mr.  BliuiiC. 
"Tlie  Senator  \»  confuxing  nie  with  aotne  other  Senator.  I  sud 
them  w»H  no  law  at  all.  Do  not  put  words  in  my  mouth  and. 
then  anawur  ihum." 

"The  Senator'^  first  point  was  that  tliere  wiw  an  obsolete 
law —  " 

"I  never  usttd  the  phniw- ut  uU.  The  Si-iiator  uinnot  And  it 
in  wliat  [  said." 

"  PKrlmjit)  the  Senator  will  not  boil  over  quite  so  often," 

"Nut  a  bit." 

Thereupon  Stiuator  i>ai;genl,  of  California,  intfqxwwl,  ■-  Allow 
niB  —  that  was  mv  argument." 

•■  I  iiiid.-i'stuixl'  il  was  th.-  ^ir- LIN  I.- (It  cf  th.-  S,-iial..r  fr..]ii 
.\h,iM,..  aii.l        •■ 

"Will  til..  Srii;,t.ir  all,.«  in,-  ;,  niHiunit  ?  I  iis.-.l  (li,.  ji-u- 
rn.',U.;,iMl  111..  S,.r,,a,.iln,„.  Maiiir  tnnk  tii.'  I,,  task  fni  i(  ,|ui;r 
sliarph  :    !„■  >,n.)  thnv  «a^  t.n  Ln>   al  all.  .,l«,.l,-t,-  .ir  i.nt.- 

"  I  Ih'l.l  an  rutin. h  .liilVrviil  ..|.in)uii."  insist.-d  Mr.  lUaiiR'. 

"  I  .-.linidil  likr  In  alli.w  „<;/-,■/;■  a  inolrirlit.  if  tli<.  g,-mlrm.-n 
l^lra.,-."  ,,,ii,iiiii,.,!  Ih,.  i„lrmi|,Ird  .Srualur  patiriillv.  "  Tk 
S..i,atMi-  It,.,,,  M,,ili..  i!.-l.tlv,l  llial  .■\,T\  S.-rlvtarv  of  thr  Tiv.l" 
uiT  ti-..iii  AI.■^al,J,■l   ]lai,,ill..ii  a,.vvN  t..  ('liaii<llcr  —  " 

■■Cli.dullri-  ii.nri^a-.  S,■^l■,■lal■^   of  tlir  ■|-rrasurv  ! '"  idteri-.s.'il 
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radical  changes  in  the  tariflf,  and  in  favor  of  a  fixed  policy  which 
should  so  maintain  our  tariff  for  revenue  as  to  afford  the  re- 
quired protection.  "  One  of  the  most  mischievous  measures  in 
its  effects  would  be  a  roving  commission  appointed  on  the  idea 
that  when  they  get  through  running  hither  and  thither  over  the 
country  and  examining  this  way  and  that  about  the  tariff,  cer- 
tain recommendations  were  to  be  made,  certain  clianges  were  to 
take  place.  Nothing  would  more  effectually  unsettle  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  We  have  had  a  great  many  of  these  com- 
missions on  divers  and  sundry  subjects,  and  I  have  never  known 
them  to  do  a  particle  of  good  so  far  as  producing  a  result  in 
practical  legislation." 

"  There  is  no  more  hurtful  agitation  to-day  in  this  country 
than  the  agitation  of  the  tariff." 

Already  he  was  scanning  South  American  fields ;  reminding 
Senators  that  "  of  an  annual  totid  export  from  Brazil  of  less 
than  $90,000,000  we  take  *40,000,000.  Of  f 500,000,000  for  the 
last  six  years  we  have  tiiken  nearly  $250,000,000.  ...  I 
suppose  the  idea  is  that  we  had  better  take  our  coffee,  dye- 
woods,  and  other  things  of  that  sort  from  Brazil  in  British 
bottoms.  .  .  .  The  Senator  talks  of  a  lobby  l)eing  liere. 
That  is  always  the  cry  when  anytliing  comes  up,  *  Tliere  is  a 
lobby ! '  " 

Later  in  the  same  session  of  Congress,  Mr.  Blaine  still  further 
defined  his  |X)sition  —  a  position  little  likely  to  incretuse  the 
compla(jency  with  which  he  was  viewed  by  England,  It  was 
a  foreshadowing  of  his  future  course  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment, a  hint  of  what  he  wouhl  have  attempted  in  the  presi- 
dency, and  was  perhaps  the  first  actual  development  of  the 
policy  with  which  his  name  l)ecame  afterwards  inse[)arably  asso- 
ciated, —  the  fraternization  of  the  Americas.  In  English  eyes 
this  seems  a  menace  to  Great  Britain.  To  Mr.  Blaine  it  meant 
not  only  increiised  prosperity  to  the  Americ«as,  but  peace  on  the 
whole  earth,  good-will  to  all  men. 

The  immediate  question  was  of  granting  aid  to  a  line  of 
American  steamers  to  Brazil.  He  discerned  beyond  com- 
mercial advantage  threefold  national  liarvests.  He  had  made 
a  study  of  the  resources,  needs,  iispirations,  possibilities  of  the 
southern  hemisphere.     Nothing  could  be  more  in  consonance 


+4ft  Itmr.ltAPUT    OF   JAMES    G.     BLAJKK. 

wiUi  liiit  [Ktliticiil  ideal  tlmit  to  britig  tlie  wealth,  tW  «Der^, 
nnil  the  ^tiod  will  of  the  North  to  boiir  on  tliu  natnrnl  ndH  in^ 
(k«rly  clevflojmieiit  of  our  own  <lii«iffi'cte(I  South,  in  win 
itioiiy  throiij;h  itiAtt'rial  luaivitien.  to  find  a  common  ad\-«nug« 
in  the  (mltiviitioti  of  nuighhcirhood  fri«iid»btp  witli  the  natiiinf 
of  SoiitliiTn  AnicricH.  Sharjily  o|f[)08iiig  evttrj-  output  t>f  Hoa 
Kpiiit  r>f  ttlavery,  hfl  was  ns  lUert  for  every  iHtsHiltlt-  [luiiit  "t 
a^^ement  with  tho  Sunlh.  He  reiutivvd  a  kmtiily  s^-mpatlit^bo 
hmriug  from  Soiitlu*ni  Seiiat^ira.  who  naw  in  hit*  phui!>  itit  npeiK 
ing  for  tlu'ir  Kertion.  full  of  promiKo.  IJom  I*e(]rr>  liad  viiiiud 
Washington  while  Mr.  Blaine  wiw  in  the  thick  of  thii  fight  with, 
his  rvhel  detrai-toiii.  hut  he  wan  nut  too  much  alworbiHl  to  tfr 
quaint  liiiniiolf  with  the  chai^tctcr,  nims  and  methoiU.  of  ibat 
vxttuurdinary  emperor;  and  in  the  udvituotnt  mode  liy  liitu  ivt 
Kt«aniHhip  eommiinieatiiiii  he  saw  an  advantage  which  on  ewrj 
account  it  was  Mliort^iglitediiesH  to  diiiregarcl.  folly  to  dixivi^id 
on  the  jiK-a  of  aulisiily :  "  We  may  ctand  hen*  and  talk  about  th* 
wmngfulneiMof  8ulMidieH  ami  the  ini[Hiliey  of  gmiititig  thcin  uiilil 
doomsday  :  ami  (iroat  Britain  will  Hp]>laud  every  speech  »f  ibt 
kind  awde  iu  the  American  Cougnssa,  utd  will  quieUy8ul]H(inl 
her  steamerw  and  lake  ponspusiiin  nf  the  i-arrving-tnide  of  tl« 
WMi'l.l.  (iriMi  liriuin  to-bv  iiiakrs  atiniMllv  .•ill  nf  tlx' 
ineivr  nf  III.-  I  tiil,'.l  Si;ii.-.  \x  hir-,T  Mini  llinn  thr  iiiiriv 
..111-  i.iiMii^  .I.Li.      SI,.-  v,..;-n.,>.  innr,.  in  lii,-  wav  ..f  ri..I   ].r,>ti 


t  ;usi>li;  iis  iinpertint'nt  and  iin- 
iMiad  gn>uiiil  iif  our  nutioiul 
■(.■iiiler  onr  navigHtiim  hiws  .if 
mie  tiihntai-v  to  Civiit  Hnwiu' 
iritiiiri.  Wti  ratliL-r  ciiiiiiieiiJcd 
villi  wliirh  sli,;  guarded  |jer 
him  t.i  see  our  enuiitry  slMp 
ile  the  fallacious  hiit  viwilanl 
111  liml(s  to  ail  igmdile  rep-.'SP. 
u'c  he  pointed  out  the  folly  nl 
"Slicd.ii'fi  Tint    intPie!   tlcit  aiit 
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world,  and  if  she  can  buy  us  out,  or  Inilly  us  out,  of  a  tariff  that 
shall  protect  Americian  industries,  and  hluflf  us  out  of  enter- 
priHes  that  shall  stimuhite  lines  of  American  steamships,  she  will 
have  done  all  she  desires  to  do  for  her  factories  and  for  her 
commerce.  ...  Is  this  country  willing  calmly  to  resign  the 
sceptre  of  the  ocean  to  Great  Britiiin  ?  " 

Three  yeai-s  later,  on  another  phiuse  of  the  same  subject  he 
referred  with  admiration  to  the  strong  hand  with  which  Great 
Britiiin  maintains  her  sovereignty  of  the  seas,  and  stigmatized 
the  fatuoiLs  blindness  of  the  Amcrit^an  government.  "  For 
twenty  years  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  not  done 
one  solitary  thing  to  uphold  the  navigjition  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

"  An  energetic  and  able  man  John  Roach,  of  New  York,  an 
Irishman  by  birth,  long  a  citizen  of  the  Unite.d  Stiites ;  a  man 
of  remarkable  ability,  energy,  and  integrity,  who  found  a  great 
ocean  highway  unoccupied,  and  had  th(?  enterprise  to  put 
American  vessels  of  the  l)est  construction  and  great  jKnver  upon 
it,  has  l)een  held  up  to  scorn  and  to  reprojuih,  l)ecause  he  came 
to  the  American  Congress  and  said,  *  If  you  will  do  for  this 
enterprise  what  the  Emi)er()r  of  Brazil  will  do,  I  will  give  you 
a  great  line  of   steamships  from    New  York    to  Rio  Janeiro.' 

.  .  And  Senatoi-s,  I  regret  to  say,  who  represent  the  pro- 
tective system  of  this  country,  remarked  with  quiet  (•omi)la- 
ceiicy,  'If  Brazil  is  willing  to  i)ay  for  the  line,  we  need  not.* 
.  Just  iis  soon  JUS  it  was  foinid  that  we  would  not  pay,  a 
comlnnation  of  English  shii)-buildei*s  said,  '  We  will  put  on  our 
8hi{)S  and  run  that  American  line  off,  we  will  break  down  this 
attempt  of  the  United  Stiites  to  l)egin  a  race  upon  the  ocean  ; ' 
and  they  have  pretty  nearly  succeeded,  while  we  have  looked  on 
with  apimrent  unconcern.  ...  It  is  not  to  help  Mr.  John 
Roach  or  Mr.  Richard  Roe,  but  to  make  a  great  and  compre- 
hensive policy.  ...  I  do  not  expect  this  Congress  to  do 
anything.  I  am  not  talking  with  the  slightest  hope  of  success. 
But  I  know  success  will  come  sometime.     .     .     . 

**  We  have  the  largest  ocean  frontage  of  any  nation  on  the 
globe.  We  front  all  continents.  .  .  .  We  are  by  our  posi- 
tion in  need  of  a  navy. 

"  It  is  idle  to  fight  against  the  inventions  of  the  world.     The 
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jTFCiit  liighwAy*  of  int«matinnal  comtnorvv  will  be  iw<Mi[>it<iJ,  mI 
occupitid  almnst  U>  tlin  (JXcluNioii  of  8iuling-Ti-8s«lft.  by 
HUtiinvni.  T)ic  [M-ojile  nf  th«  UniWil  Stato»  ciiii  take  u  gml 
jHirt  in  timt  nR-t.'  wbenuvur  tlicj-  nmkv  uji  l.htir  miniU  thai  tlN 
iiistrtuneiitality  by  which  Krifjlnnd  coiKiiioreil  is  ttie  mie  wiiid 
tht'v  miisl  \iw,  they  i-an  take  it  whenever  they  nulee  up  thcd 
mindH  Uutt  a  nietvaittile  nmriiK'  mirl  a.  imviJ  i-stlnhliKhini-nl  n 
jfTftw  luid  go  log«Uier  hnrnl  in  hand.  .  .  .  Thi-  e\e\\ 
Hhuvnt<l  tliat  the  nverwhelmin^;  public  njiioion  of  thitt  conntl] 
in  inter6Ht«(l  in  keeping  up  Amt'Hiwn  mKiutfiu'tuivs  ngiund  fl 
eign  maun  fact  tinw.  I  Hay  to  the  upholilfrH  nf  |>n>t«ctian 
Protection  cannot  he  permanently  maiiitainoH  witbonl ' 
up  the  I'^jtumi-rcia]  marine  of  this  crounlry." 

Em^ournguil  hy  %Xw  wavmn;;  of  ihf  Uepulilican  party  hefon 
Southern  tlm-ats  of  seilition,  the  IVmoc;ral«  rnnt^xt^^d  i^ob 
Beqiienl  eleii;tion«  with  roncwivl  hoi<e  and  spirit.  Maiaa 
rlisapiMin(«tI  and  diHapjiroving,  Htartletl  Itf^puhlicanii  hy 
September  eleotinn  iii  1878.  To  oomn  it  nuomBd  tmjwmtiTe, 
oo{iy  id  the  AdminuiUvtiou '■  Soathem  polJoy*  to  n»oaU  w 
inff  ■•rci'Tihtn'ki-rs  t"  lti']Mililii-iin  rnnkH  hv  juiirticallv  ajtpmi'n- 
;.ti..i;  111,'  l)r,iu"mli,'  >Uii.lar.l.  To  oil.-  suHi  a.lvis.T  Mr, 
lih.iiii'  wi.Mr:  -Tli,'  Ilrpul.liraii  |Mnyio:ty  U'  dnmn.'.l  thlsy.'..r 
111  ui'ii''f.il  ili-li  ,ii.  Iiiii  \nii  «ill  |.iiril.iii  nil'  for  sayiuu  thai  if  il 
siK.uhl  .Mh'inpt  In  .IS. inn.'  liir  u"'<'Mii'i  in<]ii-atv<l  1>y  ynii.  it  woui'l 
U'  ^n^•^^.^^\  ^\\\h  mil,  ill.'  ,ui<i  i-,.iil(]  iii.l  fs.'U|,.,  i;;m.oiiny.  Tii^r* 
.i>v  l,>   k'   U\u   \'MUv-   in    tins  ,',>iiiilr\  ,>n    liir    <|ii.'Sli.iii    of  ihe 

li.Mn,v-:    11 ■    \-\  ■^.11l,■^l    111 ■>.'  Ill,'  ollu-r   fill- ■  Willi  in- 

tlaliiiii'         llii'    nti,'    r,>r    ni.niiliiiiunir    ijif     ii;itio!iii1    honor.  iIk 
Mlliri    l,.,MiMr.;  to  III,'   ^,.|-,'   ami    lM„..siI.]y  Inipill^i   nvi-v   tl..-  ITn'i- 

|ii,,'  ,.|     I, '[Midi. Hi.. n         tl ■  .■i.ii.iM.s,'d   nmiiilv  ..f    ih,-  UA 

I  iii„i II  ^^il,l  ,',aili'.M'l,',l  ll>,'  .l.'lit   lu  siiImIii.-    Uk-    U,-1.'1ii,m. 

llu',.ll>r>','iiilii',>,'iiiv.'   all  llir  liiiil  H.'ln.'Ilts   thilt    SoU^lil  thf  nV.'t- 

m.     -I'h,'  liiK'  will  Ik.-  sliiirplv  ilffinfJ  » 
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beyond  counting.  Even  to  themes  like  the  currency,  not  only 
complicated  but  often  heavy,  he  brought  a  lucidity  of  statement, 
a  novelty  of  illustration,  a  picturesc^ueness  of  grouj)ing,  that 
riveted  the  attention  and  made  a  convincing  argument  inter- 
esting, and  even  amusing.  lie  (piciteri  with  equal  zest  from 
"a  very  wise  old  iM)litical  lca<ler  in  Kennel>ec  of  the  piust  genera- 
tion —  Ben  White,  of  Monmouth,"  U)  his  associates :  ""  Stand  still 
while  you  stand  well,"  and  '*  Don't  venture  on  ex^«je?riments/' 
and  from  Sir  Robeit  Peel  to  Lord  John  Russell,  that  "  Your 
amendment,  even  if  right  in  prin(di)le,  was  wrong  in  time ;"  and 
of  the  two,  the  i>eople  perhaps  liked  Ben  White  the  l)etter. 

On  the  Southern  question,  he  es|)ecially  emphiusized  the 
danger  to  the  white  man  of  iHjrmitting  the  destruction  of  the 
lilx^rty  of  the  black  man.  '*  By  destroying  tlie  politi(;al  i)ower 
of  the  negro  in  South  Carolina  and  Mississij)})!,  the  Confederate 
soldier  is  tonlay  casting  two  voti\s  in  the  control  of  our  national 
policy  where  the  Union  soldier  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
England  cjists  but  one.  With  this  state  of  things  the  American 
people  will  not  rest  content.  We  shall  l)e  comj>elled,  from  self- 
interest  and  self-protection,  in  the  end  to  resist  that  which  at 
the  outset  we  should  resist  from  i)rinciple." 

Tlie  wild  tide  of  inflation  was  presently  stemmed  and  stiiyed, 
but  in  the  autumn  of  1878  the  Democrats  gained  cojitrol  of 
both  Houses  of  Ccmgress. 

While  on  his  tour  through  the  North-west,  dismissing  the 
greenlwck  -question  with  ini tiring  earnestness,  with  a  vigor 
which  carried  conviction,  with  a  winning  pei*sonality  which 
gained  for  him  a  lasting  hold  ui)on  the  affections  of  the  great 
community,  liis  alx)unding  nature  could  enter  into  (piieter 
scenes  with  equal  sym])athy.  Mow  facile  was  his  knowledge, 
how  ([uick  his  eye  for  color,  how  deftly  he  caught  and  groujxMl 
the  striking  iK)ints  of  jnust  and  present  for  such  a  setting  to  his 
fiict8  Jis  ])rought  even  statistics  into  the  i(»alm  of  art,  yet  made 
all  rivers  run  into  the  sea,  is  shown  in  an  iwhlress  at  the  Minne- 
apolis fair,  in  the  midst  of  the  fall  campaign. 

The  same  facility  of  adai)tation,  jiower  to  seize  instantly  the 
salient  features  of  a  situation,  to  dLscern  their  vitality,  develop 
their  bearings,  and  invest  them  with  an  atmosphere  appears  in  a 
speech  he  made  at  the  dinner  of  the  New  England  Society  in 
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New  York  th*>  wiiiie  year.  A  firent1(>  Iitimnr.  a  pleasant  sgtinv 
played  through  it.  )jefittiiig  a  fe«ti\-itj-.  i)iit  wtit"n'««r  hi»  Umu^ 
KHtef]  ev<*ii  by  thv  w»y,  Uiither  lnH)|ied  oUit-r  thoiighlt,  ki»> 
ilrt><l  tliitu|{lib<.  tht!  mlatioiiH  <if  things,  su  Utat  Iuh  bninnr 
Hhimmered  »iver  the  HurftM-w  of  u  rouk-fiiMt  world.  Tlie  note  of 
HymjHiUiy  iiiitl  ttiinlcriii^HK  with  whivU  tht:  apet;u)i  i:1(mviI  icAlltt- 
gether  i-hanict^nMtiv : 

"  In  thiH  hrilliaiit  luttu^mhlaj^p.  siirniumltid  wUli  everythiitg  iImI 
givi-w  vunifurt  hikI  gnuiB  aud  i-lej^imu  t^i  imutKl  lifv.  in  ll 
me<>ttiif;.  proUrfleil  hy  litw,  itwlf  ri;pn^»i^itUiig  law,  li*t  me  reoft- 
niie  Nod  memory  —  lliv  nit- nifirj-  of  Uiooe  who  iu  IttSO  landed  <a 
tUt^  Plymouth  »huru  siid  ilJd  nul  tturvivo  tbu  Bntt  yrar.  Of  rU 
the  men  t^n^ru)^''!  in  hvmiv  <HtnlKHtM,  tliutte  dtwi*r\-<*  uur  icn'tcRrt 
remeinhmnve  who.  making  all  the  xturriftee  nnd  enduring  all  tht 
lufnlshi)),  nru  not  [tecmittt-d  w  (mjuy  thu  tritinipli.  (juiucy  <Uel 
Iiaforu  tlm  tiretshot  wan  fired  in  the  Kvvidutioii  which  Ik- did  m 
much  to  creat«  :  Warren  wafi  kitleil  »l  tlio  fxTsl  t:laHh  of  arms  ii 
dL-fenm<  of  the  cniunv  which  wim  mo  khc'RhI  to  hit)  juitriotic  lieart; 
EieyuohlH.  rallying;  liit<  iiuriw  for  th«  (tritical  ImUIv  of  Gt-ttynlmt]^ 
fell  while  yet  ibi  fate /wna  doubtful;  HcPberooii,  in  tlie  gnat 
ninnih  to  the  Hea,  Inat  his  life  iK'foK  thu  tritimphant  cIcm  of 

lli;i1  (bl'llJi:  .,w\  rullMIllir  ,'XI>..liUull.  Knr  Ill.'^r  .lll.i  .ill  ilk" 
UIJlo  llirlM.   In. Ill     I'h Ill    II. .rk     In  III.'    I:..>1    l..tth'-IirM    ..t    til' 
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he  submitted  a  resolution  to  the  Senate  embodying  bus  treatment 
of  the  Southern  question  during  the  election  debates.  He  pre- 
sented it  as  not  merely  a  question  of  cruelty,  violence,  robbery 
of  citizenship  for  the  negro,  but  of  '*  far  wider  range,  of  porten- 
tous magnitude ;  viz.,  whether  the  white  voter  of  the  North 
shall  \ye  equal  to  the  white  voter  of  the  South  in  shaping  the 
policy  and  fixing  the  destiny  of  this  country ;  or  whether,  to 
state  it  more  l)aldly,  the  white  man  who  fonght  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Union  anny  shall  have  as  weighty  and  influential  a  vote  in 
the  government  of  the  republic  as  the  white  man  who  fought 
in  the  ranks  of  the  rebel  army.  The  one  fought  to  ujihold, 
the  other  to  destroy,  the  IJjiion  of  the  States,  and  to-day  he  who 
fought  to  destroy  is  a  far  more  important  factor  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  nation  than  he  who  fought  to  uphold "  —  and 
the  astounding  stat(;ments  he  fortified  by  an  impregnable  and 
original  array  of  facts  which  no  one  attcnnpted  to  disprove. 

His  answer  to  the  taunt,  "What  are  you  going  to  do  about 
it?*'  has  the  element  of  proi)hecy  which  inheres  in  knowledge 
logically  classified,  and  there  was  in  his  closing  words  a  rare 
sternness,  in  his  manner  a  rei>ressed  feeling,  that  seemed  to 
touch  the  religious  sentiment.  '*  Those  who  imagine  it  to  be 
conclusive  do  not  know  the  temper  of  the  American  peoi)le. 
.  .  .  I  know  something  of  public  opinion  in  the  North.  I 
know  a  great  deal  about  the  views,  wishes,  and  purposes  of  the 
Kepublican  party  of  the  nation.  Within  that  entire  great  or- 
ganization there  is  not  one  man,  whose  opinion  is  entitled  to  be 
quoted,  that  does  not  desire  i)eace  and  harmony  and  friendship, 
a  patriotic  and  fraternal  union  l)etween  the  North  and  the 
South.  Yet  no  guise  of  State  rights  will  close  the  eyes  of  our 
people  to  the  necessity  of  correcting  a  great  national  wrong. 
Nor  should  the  South  make  the  fatal  mistake  of  concluding 
that  injustice  to  the  negro  is  not  also  injustice  to  the  white  man. 

.  .  In  words  which  are  those  of  friendship,  however  they 
may  be  accepted,  I  tell  the  men  of  the  South  here  on  this  floor 
and  beyond  this  chamber,  that  even  if  they  could  strip  the 
negro  of  his  constitutional  rights  they  can  never  permanently 
maintain  the  inequality  of  white  men  in  this  nation.  .  .  . 
In  a  memorable  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Macaulay 
reminded  Daniel  O'Connell,  when  he  was  moving  for  Repeal, 
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that  th«  Eiiplwli  WhijTN  had  cndurwl  calnmny,  abtue.  popiUHr 
furf,  loNsof  )HMitii>i).  oxelusioii  from  ParliiLinenl,  raUtcr  tb»ntlMt 
\\w  [rre«t  iifjitator  biiiiiwlf  tiliiiitld  l>o  le«s  than  a  Hritixli  sfubjeet; 
aiid  Mr,  Mmiiuluv  warned  him  that  they  wmild  never  suffer 
him  to  Ih-  niotv.  Li-t  toe  imw  n^inirid  you  thid  thi;  gtiVDrnmrnt 
iin^ler  whuM-  jn-otoctiTi^  fliig  wu  Kit  Uwlay  «uicnlk-tHl  myriadHnl 
livun  and  i>x[imidi'!d  LhoUKUiiiitt  of  millioiiK  of  treaaunt  ttiUonr 
countryinoti  of  the  South  Kboidd  rvmun  ctlizutiM  iif  thu  L'ntlad 
Stat£H,havni(:f  equal  i>er8oiiKl  rif^hta  and  eijiuil  jKditJual  ]irin1n^ 
with  all  iithor  uitiiuitiH.  I  venture,  now  and  ben%  to  irani  the 
m(>n  of  tlie  Snuth,  in  tlie  exact  words  of  Macaulsy,  that  wn  vill 
iiuvcr  s*nffer  them  U>  be  moro ! " 

Thu  Teller  ('oinmilleit  wn*  formed  oa  a  reaiiU  of  tlds  nwT»- 
inttut.  Htid  itM  report  Iwcame  an  olBvial  raoord  iif  the  chma 
which  eittMbliftlied  and  attended  the  *'»olid  South  and  rebel 
rultt." 

The  triumphant  Dmuocnuiy  of  tlie  Kf>rty-8ixlh  CuugiHH  »!• 
tempted  to  undo  th«  Ittgitalation  which  had  been  enacted  byi 
Rejudiliwin  Congreas  under  President  Lincoln.  As  earaestlr 
ofl  if  the  ground  uf  vai)ta{>e  bad  ooi  boen  Rlwuidoned  bf  *^ 
I{i>]HiIilinui  iiibninifiti-atiiiii.  Mr.  Blnine  iTvieWed  !ind  renewed 
lilt!  iiinv,Mi\iiiu'  .■..iil.M.  Till-  law  wxK  that  i.n  fe.K-nil  soWkr 
slmulii  U-:,i  \U-  |.nlN  iit.Miy  Stat,'  rl.vtinii  "  unless  i|  U-  riecr^- 

san  to    rri„.|    il,r    :Hiiir<l   .■lu- ■>  ,.f  llu-    TniU-iI    Suites.  ..r  !■■ 

k,;-].  |>.M.-  ,11  llir  |".n>;'      Tlir    Dnn.Kcals  <l<-sire.l   the  ivH'^il  "f 

lliisiin^.;iiii|  Ml.  IMaiiif  .livw ■rilu.ii  tn  tlir  fiict  that  ikyW 

S11  [iliiasri!  tlifir  iii<i\.'iiifiil  as  in  mwiU^  llio  iiiipressii.n  llial  tlic 
liriaililir.nis  ill  tlir  ailiiiint^lr;ilinn  <if  llif?  •;i-iu;ritl  pnycriniietit  Ii.mI 
Ihtii  M.-in-  h.M|,^  li-lil  aii.l  Irft    in  rvrly  dil^ctioji.  by  mu-m.-f 

wliii'li  Mil'  I  'I'lin"  ral-.  ,1^^ .1^  lli('\  fiiiiiL'  ilitf'^iower.eniu'lt'iliiiif 

si'i'li.m:  vsli.M'Ks  Il.r  liovuas  pa~sr.l  hy  a  Ui.pul>li,.i,„  Omgn-S> 
in  rrl,vn.iiv  IM'.:..  HI  iIm'   ,uhU  ..f  .1  mir.     The   UepuMii'mi  aJ- 

hlilli^h:l hail  a    aiilliMii    LaMMii'ts    at  its    (.'ninni!Ui<1.     Thu^ 

>jhi,ii.-l.  \\U\,  llir  aiiL|.lrsi  inisNililf]inwiT  til  iTitL-rfere  withelt'i- 
li"i,,,  Im'1  lla■^  >n  ,i,.si-iM..I.  Mitli  s,,l.ii.TS  iit  ,.-vc>rv  Cniinli  W 
.  III.-   P»e[>ul>lii;aii   iiarlv  tlK-iiisrhw 
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scatter  this  small  army  over  the  continent,  calling  the  South- 
em  Senators  to  witness  the  danger  to  their  liberties  involved  in 
the  presence  of  this  handful  of  soldiei's  among  so  many  citizens. 

**Doe8  my  gallant  friend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Gordon],  who 
knows  lietter  than  I  the  force  and  strength  of  military  organiza- 
tion, —  does  he,  the  senior  Senator,  and  does  tlie  junior  also  [Mr. 
Benjamin  H.  Hill] ,  —  does  either  of  those  Senators  feel  alarm  at 
the  presence  of  twenty-nine  federal  soldiers  in  Georgia?  There 
are  just  twenty-nine  there  —  not  one  more.  And  they  are 
guarding  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Savannah. 

"I  believe  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Bayard]  has  been 
alarmed,  greatly  alarmed,  alx)ut  the  overriding  of  the  popular 
ballot  by  troojM  of  the  United  States.  In  Delaware  there  is 
not  a  single  armed  man,  not  one.  The  United  States  has  not 
even  one  soldier  in  the  State. 

"  I  think  my  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Morgan]  is  greatly 
excited  over  this  question,  and  in  his  State  there  are  thirty-two 
federal  soldieis,  located  at  an  arsenal  of  the  United  States." 

Haying  summoned  the  troops  from  each  State  successively,  he 
marshalled  them  in  one  general  i)arade :  "  The  entire  South 
has  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-iive  soldiers  to  intimidate,  over- 
run, oppress,  and  destroy  the  lilK?rties  of  fifteen  million  people, 
and  rob  them  of  freedom  at  the  polls.  Not  quite  one  for  each 
county,  one  for  every  seven  hundred  square  miles ;  so  that 
if  you  make  a  territorial  distribution,  I  would  remind  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Dt^aware  tliat  the  cjuota  for  his  State 
would  1x3  three — Ume  ragged  sergeant  and  two  abreast,'  as 
the  old  song  luis  it.  ...  In  New  England  we  have  tliree 
hundred  and  eighty  soldiers.  Throughout  the  South  it  does  not 
run  quite  seventy  to  tlie  million  people.  In  New  England  we 
have  absolutely  one  hundred  and  twenty  soldiei*s  to  the  million. 
New  England  is  far  more  overrun  to-day  by  the  federal  soldiery, 
far  more,  than  is  the  whole  South.  I  never  heard  any  one  com- 
plain al)out  it  in  New  Engbmd,  or  express  any  great  fear  of 
his  liberties  being  endangered  by  the  presence  of  a  handful  of 
federal  troops.  .  .  .  How  amazing  it  would  l)e  to  any  man 
in  Europe  if  he  were  told  that  in  a  territory  larger  than  France 
and  Spain  and  Portugal  and  Great  Britain  and  Holland  and 
Belgium  and  the  German  Empire  all  combined,  there  are  but 
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eleven  hundred  and  fifty-tlve  suldieis  —  that  thU  mad  cry,  Udt 
ful»e  itwiif.,  thix  ubHui'd  talk,  bi  IuimkI  upon  the  presencu  of  eleitn 
tiundred  and  t'lfty-tive  noldien  on  eiplit  tiundred  and  fifty  t 
sand  sqiiarp  mili-n  of  li-rritor}-,  Tht  whole  number  of  soMiea 
thua  complaint-d  of  w  not  h  Uiml  of  the  jxilice  in  the  city  rf 
New  York.  1  r«iH'«t,  the  nunilwr  indiut*  th«  Dfinocnw 
Hhitws  tli«  whole  charge  1^>  be  without  fouiidntioii ;  it  deride*  Urn 
imue  OS  a  faloe.  scandidonii,  and  (mrtiKun  inakeHliift. 

'*  Wlml  then  ii«  the  real  motive  nntlerlyiiijf  thi»  movement! 
It  i»  not  the  truopH  ;  tliat  la  evident.  .  .  .  The  'u*uv  ou  the 
triHijct.  l)fling  a  false  one,  conccabt  the  tnie  iiwiie,  winch  18  »iiiplj 
to  get  rid  of  the  fwiprtil  pnjwiH'e  at  the  federal  elections,  to  gtt 
rid  of  tlie  vivil  ]inwer  of  the  United  St«t«w  in  thw  elec-liuu  tt 
repremntati ves  to  Uie  Con)i[re>«  of  the  rnileJ  Stnles.  . 
Wo  are  told,  too,  a  rather  novi<l  thiu);  —  timt  tf  wk  do  not  \ti» 
these  Irws,  we  iir«  not  lo  havi*  tlie  appro prtatioiia. 
They  «iiy  idl  nppntpriationa  are  to  he  refused  ;  not  merely  li 
iintiy  appro[jriation,  for  they  do  not  >«top  iit  that." 

Naminjj;  the  various  dvp»r1nK'iit«  with  a  tdight  n-fereuoi?  In 
tlw  iinporlanoe  uf  th«ir  woi^  all  of  which  was  io  he  at  1i« 
mercy  of  the  desired  repeal,  to  Ix-  nlundoncd  if  thin  w<n-  iiiit 
s.-riir.-.l.  all  ..|-  «hi,li   ■Mv.Tv   lak.-M   l.v  llu-   llm.aU  liitrhw^iMu.m 
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South  remember,  that  the  tomb  of  the  martyred  President  on 
the  prairies  of  Illinois  is  not  less  sacred  or  less  potent  with  the 
American  people  than  was  the  dust  of  Napoleon  to  the  Fnince 
that  he  loved  !  " 

During  Mr.  Blaine's  senatorship  a  strange  and  threatening 
cloud  appeared  in  the  West  and  quickly  overshadowed  the 
country.  The  advent  of  the  (^/hinese  had  begun  ([uietly,  with- 
out observation,  without  opposition.  It  was  simultiineous  with 
the  advent  of  the  American  citizen  in  California.  In  process 
of  time  it  came  to  Ikj  not  unattended  with  pomp  and  circum-' 
stance.  The  (Chinese  Embassy,  under  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bur- 
lingame,  Wiis  a  stately  and  stirring  historical  romance.  None 
the  less,  the  Mongolian  was  an  clement  alien  to  Republican 
civilization,  unassimilated  if  not  umussimilablc,  and  violence  was 
Hoon  develojKid.  But  violence  is  itself  only  a  symptom,  not  a 
reccmrse,  in  republics.  The  Legislature  of  ('alifornia  took  uj) 
the  matt<M'  in  the  orderly  American  fiishion  and  prohibited 
Chinese  immigration.  The  courts  i>ronounced  this  unconstitu- 
tional, and  an  ai)peal  was  made  to  the  Senate  in  the  shape  of 
a  proposal  to  abrogate  so  nnich  of  th(i  Burlingauie  treaty  as 
permitted  the  free  immigration  of  ('iiinese.  Mr.  Blaine  plante<l 
the  standard  at  once  on  strong,  high,  broa<l  ground.  lie  declared 
for  restriction  of  the  immigration,  maintaining  the  right  to  do  so 
from  the  highest  international  hiw  founded  on  the  natural  law  of 
self-jireservation.  The  (expediency  of  doing  it  h(»  deduced  from 
the  actual  results  of  the  immigration,  and  its  presage  of  wide 
disaster  U)  the  American  freeman  and  the  American  Iioidc.  Of 
this  ground  the  nation  is  just  entering  into  peaceful  occupation, 
but  on  that  day  he  entered  it  alone.  Only  the  Pat^tic  States, 
under  the  blight,  cried  out  for  relief;  but  to  the  Kast,  whi(»h  had 
felt  no  evil,  Mr.  Blaine's  position  meant  a  wanton  reversid  of 
the  policy  of  the  fathers,  a  sweej)ing  away  of  the  ancient  land- 
marks. To  the  churches  it  seemed  a  retleetion  upon  the  power 
of  religion,  an  insult  to  missionary  spirit  aiul  life  The  South 
saw  a  race  trouble  that  was  not  African,  and  could  not  resist 
the  pleasure  of  a  tjiunt.  The  Abolitionists  feared  that  the 
North  was  countenancing  against  the  Chinese  the  same  tyranny 
that  theij^ttfi  had  practised  on  the  negro,  and  trembled.     Mr. 
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Blaine*fi  horioreil  friend  anJ  coJulmror,  Mr.  Williani  Lliijd 
(iurrmoti,  wax  tnovml  to  publiu  rttinuiuitnuic*;.  A^iift  ibm 
all,  in  iht^  Sftiiuto  and  outside  the  Senate,  with  voice  and  pen  Mr. 
Illaine  stoorl  unmoved.  He  did  not  Iwlieve  tfaat  the  prolili-m* <'f 
the  Old  Wiirld  «r«  U*  Ix^  hoIvwI  hy  cotn|dicHlinf;  tlit-  jmilil^iu* 
of  the  Nvw  World.  Krtim  jMUotiiig  fatits,  from  hi«Utrv,  fn>m  tW 
conclitsioiiH  n[  rt'a!4nn  on  law  and  nii  religion,  tiiwanis  ibi- 
('liini»o  and  trtwanlH  the  Amt-ncaii.  lie  drew  one  k-sson,  mwii- 
tiiincd  oTie  ptMiLion,  —  if  lh«  ndmonitioiiK  of  our  own  hUinn- 
wero  anything  to  uh,  we  tiliduld  reffard  tlie  race  troubli'  as  thr 
one  thing  ia  he  dreaded,  tlio  one  thing  to  ht<  avoided. 

*'  We  \\i\\v  Uiia  day  It)  i-Iwhwu  whether  we  ithaLl  liitvr  fur  Uu- 
I'acific  oonnt  ttie  iHriUsatinn  of  Christ  or  Lbi>  u'iviltiatioD  d 
Confucius.     .     .     . 

'•  The  allej^tioii  that  the  cxcltHinii  of  the  Ohinusit '»  inhiitn.-inc 
and  unchristian  noed  not  Iw  oontiidered  in  preiiencA  of  ()ie  Lu.! 
that  tlieir  ndmlsiiion  to  the  uountry  provokes  contlicti  which  tk 
laws  are  luiahU-  to  reMtmin. 

"The  wealthy  ehutaeh  in  a  n^puhlip  when*  siiffragi*  is  iiniyrr- 
»al  cannot  nafely  logisLato  fr>r  cheap  labor. 

"Nowhere  nn  earth  has  fn-e  labor Ix^n  hronpfht  in  competition 
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the  law  of  nature  as  violation  of  the  law  of  nations ;  and  in  the 
attempt  to  place  justice  on  a  firm  foundation  of  truth  saw 
only  the  coronation  of  injustice  by  force  and  fraud  and  greed. 
Against  this  clamor  Mr.  Blaine's  voice  seemed  like  that  of 
one  crying  in  the  wilderness,  and  the  wilderness  only  answered 
back  with  shouts  about  union  with  hoodlums  and  sandlots,  with 
sneers  at  bids  for  the  presidency ;  but  to-day.  the  poets  are  call- 
ing upon  patriots  to 

**  Stand  in  double  trust. 
Guardians  of  liberty  and  of  the  right 
Against  the  myriads  that  swarming  come 
From  the  dark  pestilential  dens  which  reek 
With  all  the  Old  World^s  foulness/' 

and  the  religious  journals  that  were  bitterest  agjiinst  Mr.  Blaine 
now  fortify  his  positions  by  lonjif  ari^uiiu»nts  from  learned 
professors. 

In  the  autumn  of  1879,  he  achieved  a  success  so  complete 
as  to  veil  the  magnitude  of  the  task  iiccoinplished.  Much  <»f 
his  life  was  applied  to  attracting  and  fiustening  men's  attention 
in  new  directions,  to  breaking  ground  in  mnv  fields,  —  u  work 
so  difficult  and  prolonged  that  the  closer  cultivation  iiad  to 
be  a.ssigned  to  later  hands.  This  work,  on  tiie  contrary,  was 
short,  c<meenti'ate<l,  an  Jliad-in-nuce^  touciiing  tiie  very  f(ninda- 
tions  of  social  self-government,  representing  in  little — yet  in 
as  large  an  area  as  Troy  —  all  that  is  menacing  and  all  tiiat  is 
promising  in  our  institutions.  In  nothing  did  he  ever  show 
comprehension  more  ([uick  and  wide,  a  bolder  gnusp,  that  un- 
swervingness  of  purpose  which  is  named  courage,  inexhaustible 
wealth  of  resource,  ability  to  cope  witli  a  situation  full  of  del- 
icacy and  full  of  danger,  and  to  conquer  it  by  sheer  moral  fonie, 
the  supreme  mastery  of  intellect  and  will.  His  knowledge  of 
men  inspired  combinations  whicii  justified  his  forecast  of  what 
they  could  do,  and  his  inflexible  yet  intiuigible  pressure  tiiat 
they  should  do  it.  Hut  it  is  a  history  that  must  forever  remain 
without  a  historian.     A  mere  outline  is  alone  possible. 

The  annual  State  election  in  Maine  on  Sept.  8,  1879,  wjis 
hotly    congested.      The   vote   of   the    Sei)teml)er   and    October 
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Stotw  is  of  especial  inip«irlance.  The  AdministnitiMi  polirr 
(if  1876-77  weakening  the  Republican  party  even-when;  iiiil 
everj'wfaere  reviving  I)fmocr»tic  Iiojmmi,  thu  A«linitiiBtratioa«)» 
|N.>ali'(l,  though  luinot'fuwirily,  to  Mr.  DUine.  A  mrnilwnjf  the 
('8luui>t  wmte  Jiiin  in  Jnly: 

*' Wi!  muat  curry  tliit  oloctinn  Imtli  in  Mnine  nnd  Ohio.  It  n 
Uie  tiirninj;  cnTniNii^ii  in  our  tinie." 

IIdr.  K.  R.  WuHlihnnif,  forgetting  nnme  interesting  [miiila 
of  rtHTcnt  history,  luljuivft  Mr.  Blaine  to  "f^  to  tlie  pm)4e 
on  Ihi!  only  n-al  ipn^Mtiitn,  Shall  tJie  govemmrnt  nf  thi 
oiiuntrj'  he  tnriu-d  over  to  the  rolwU?  .  .  .  Cry  alimj 
and  Mpnra  not.  .  .  .  Make  yonr  uAiiiixi!}^  to  ihir  lusd 
degree  uggn^xsivi-.  Don't  stop  to  reply  In  the  gn-enWk 
Iwlihle,  hut  ttttjuk  the  ivWIh  along  the  wh<de  line.  -  .  . 
We  cannot  nflTurd  to  hutv  Maine  tltii*  year  — linve  a  frreenlnck 
Qovt^rnor  and  a  o-npiterheail  ITnitnd  HtAt«H  Semilor.  In  «iirk 
an  event  I  would  want  ti>  hum  down  the  Norlamla  aitd  wsi^ 
mturn  Bgain  to  the  State."  Otlient,  jmnniiient  Repiihlitsuis, 
took  a  different  view: 

"Are  you  aiire  that  your  pnliticsl  prospectii  deiiend  v^ 
Main»  going  Repnhlift 
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the  people,  that  there  was  no  doubt,  since  a  Republican  majority 
was  returned  to  both  Senate  and  House. 

The  Constitution  of  Maine  requires  that  "  fair  copies  of  the 
lints  of  votes  shall  be  attested  by  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks 
of  towns,  and  assessors  of  plantations,  and  sealed  up  in  oi)en 
town  and  plantation  meetings ;  and  the  town  and  plantation 
clerks,  respectively,  shall  cause  tlie  same  to  be  delivered  into  the 
secretary's  office  thirty  days  at  leiust  before  the  first  Wednesday 
in  January,  annually.  And  the  governor  and  council  shall 
examine  the  returned  coi)ies  of  such  lists,  and  also  all  lists  of 
votes  of  citizens  in  the  military  service  returned  to  the  secre- 
tary's office,  and  twenty  days  before  the  said  fii-st  Wednesday 
of  January,  aniuially,  shall  issue  a  summoiLS  to  such  persons  as 
shall  appear  to  \ye  elected  by  a  plunility  of  all  the  votes  returned, 
to  attend  and  tiike  their  seat^.  But  all  such  lists  shall  be  laid 
before  the  House  of  Representativ(^s  on  the  fii*st  Wednesday  of 
January,  annually,  and  they  shall  finally  determine  who  are 
elected."  The  same  provision  is  made  in  case  of  Sena  tore,  and 
the  manner  of  making  up  the  returns  is  the  same  in  the  cities 
of  the  State. 

Soon  after  the  election,  rumoi-s  that  th(;  Republi(»an  majority 
was  to  be  counted  out  created  great  excitement.  Mr.  Blaine 
was  in  Boston  when  Emmcms  came,  bringing  iis  a  bit  of  in- 
credible political  gossip  the  hint  of  such  an  attt^mpt.  Mr. 
Blaine  whistled  it  down  the  wind,  yet  Emmons  wjus  so  sure- 
footed that  his  father  wius  unt^iusy.  He  st4iyed  that  night  in 
a  country-lumse  n(»ar  Boston  wh(»i'e  he  was  v(»ry  much  at 
home,  and  he  s{)ent  the  evening  j)aeing  Iwick  and  forth  through 
the  roouLS,  oc(;jisi<mally  whistling  a  bar,  smiling  alxstractedly 
or  giving  a  cheerful  but  det}iche<l  answer  wIumi  addre.sst*d. 
The  next  day  he  went  home  and  remained  there  till  the  incij)- 
ieiit  revolution  was  suftoc^ated  and  th(*  legitimate  l^egislature 
inntiilled. 

The  early  rumoi-s  ripened  into  ugly  facrts.  Keturns  had  l)een 
tampered  with.  Defect! vt^  returns  from  places  giving  Fusion 
majorities  were  destroyed,  and  replaced  by  c(»mpleted  returns, 
while  defective  returns  disclosing  Republicjan  majorities  weie 
retained.  The  names  of  sehM*tmen  were,  without  their  knowl- 
edge  or   consent,   signed   to   fraudulent   returns.       Names    of 


Ropublican  cmuIidateK  were  erased  and  names  incorrectly  ginn 
werv  itufurtctil,  n-liL-r).-bv  Uio  truv  vntti  whs  Inst.  An  H  ax  Um 
initial  letter  i<f  t)w  iiiiiliUf  it&tn^  would  bu  uhnnged  inU>&nA 
liy  f^vin};  »  curved  top  to  the  H,  tlie  difFi^rent  i^ilur  f>f  tbt-  ink 
anil  the  line  of  joitidur  Uitween  the  lettt-rand  aineniltnt^'iit  Iwiiig 
'■Ivarly  ditfinabk-.  lly  MUrli  itifiinM  lliu  Suiuite  was  to  be  ^ven 
to  tliA  t^inionistA,  the  Hou»e  to  the  I>emo<.<mts. 

Tlie  wrath  of  the  IU-[mhlicjU)A  whh  hot.  It  would  have  beea 
bud  Hiioiigh  to  Vx-  V(it«rl  out.  Tliuy  utterly  refuHed  to  W  cminlt^ 
out.  Thtt  imtionnl  roiifrrenN  nwurmblvd,  btit  Mr.  Blaine  sta^'ed 
in  Maine.  The  State  Committee,  the  legiRlntors-elect.  the 
Uwyt'iw  wlioHi  they  retained,  ui^d  Mr.  Uloine  t«  rcmmii  uu4 
"Hue  them  thniuffli."  During  tht-  wholu  struggle  lii«  Imiue, 
next,  the  Ktat^f  HouKe,  was  the  beadquartent  of  the  fon-cw  nf  Uw 
and  order,  the  fortn'iw  whence  thii  fijifht  was  nuide.  The  Suto 
tloiiKe  WW  lield  hy  ihu  fniudiilunt  Fiiitiun  Ijegiabiture,  gtiunlMl 
Iiy  the  Dcniocr&tic  Oovenmr  iitid  Counotl.  Anus  Wfiv  swured 
and  ammuiiitinn  wa»  Htored.  Sprinf^fiehl  anil  Kntield  rifles, 
loaded  with  uniU  and  lait  lewl.  were  placed  in  the  Adjutant- 
(Jeriemr«  khjid,  and  in  tlie  library  of  the  Stute  House.    Lav- 
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Locks  and  keys  became  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  door-bells 
ceased  to  ring  and  men  walked  in  at  will,  an  almost  contin- 
uous procession  passing  through  the  long  corridor  that  led  from 
the  front  door  to  his  library  in  the  rear.  Not  a  depredation 
was  ever  committed  —  only  the  necessary  wear  and  tear  of 
carpets  had  a  tale  to  tell.  Even  the  children's  play  was  not 
disturbed  by  all  the  crowds.  In  the  qu^ini  privacy  of  a  corner 
of  the  long  double  dining-room  where  the  children  played, 
Mr.  Blaine  was  one  day  found  writing  an  important  paper. 
"How  can  you  write  with  these  children  liere?"  asked  the 
seeker. 

"  It  is  because  they  are  here  that  I  can  write,"  was  the  quick 
answer. 

Many  men  came  from  a  distiince,  and  t^)  save  time  were  fed  at 
the  house.  The  chief  cook  was  a  Southern  colored  woman 
whose  courage  rose  and  fell  with  the  political  phases.  When 
success  perched  on  Republican  banners,  she  cooked  day  and 
night  with  no  apparent  regard  to  diurnal  revolutions  in  earth 
or  heaven.  When  the  battle  seemed  to  falter,  all  her  heart  and 
strength  failed.  Coming  into  the  dining-room  one  midnight, 
Emmons  found  his  mother  giving  orders  regarding  a  fresh 
arrival  of  men  who  had  come  in  on  the  night  express.  ''I 
am  really  afraid,  most  of  all,  that  Caroline  will  give  out."  — 
"  Go  to  bed,  mother,"  commanded  Emmons  gayly,  "  and  send 
Caroline  to  bed.  /  will  engineer  this  party  through  "  —  which 
he  did,  and  they  all  ate  and  were  filled ! 

Another  night,  looking  from  her  window,  Mrs.  Blaine  was 
startled  at  seeing  a  long  line  of  mjen  dimly  outlined  against 
the  fence,  between  the  house  and  the  State  House.  In  a  mo- 
ment a  cordial,  unknown  voice  called  through  the  darkness, 
*'  We  are  all  friends,  Mrs.  Blaine."  There  had  l)een  reports  of 
a  meditated  attack  upon  the  house,  and  a  well-armed  corps  had 
summoned  and  stationed  themselves  to  meet  it.     It  never  came. 

Mr.  Blaine's  theory  was  that  with  thorough  preparation  it 
never  would  come.  The  whole  country-side  wiis  a  volunteer 
camp  and  council  ready  for  emergency.  When  men  were 
wanted,  messengers  were  ready  to  go  for  them  by  day  or  by 
night.  Sleighs  and  snow-shoes  defied  even  the  darkness  of  a 
Maine  winter.     Horses  and  ridei*s  might  flounder  and  upset  in 
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(iiiow-tirifl«,  liut  they  rtiUt-ii  i>ut.  rittlitiril  lliMnwWfw,  and  west 
on.  No  qiu-ndioiut  wi-ro  mImhI  mL  tiit>  Hilent  IwiusBS^sratwljf  a 
sUip  woo  nrCuHKar)-.  It  wun  mtlj'  t«  Mwnkit  tliu  ttU-ttjxMf.  A 
UiiwU'il  iu'iv\  woulii  I*'  lliriint  (mm  nn  niwiwtl  window  just  fir 
(>iu>ii(;li  to  Hliout  '■  I'll  bv  iluwii,"  Uu>  wiiidnw  closeil,  nuil  \i» 
I'anl  Ki>VL>iv«  »i>iicl  tiith«  iiext  hoiuic. 

llir  Hi^piiblifAiis  upliore  tbeir  cAiuie  witlt  spU'iiditl  tlvvotion  and 
M!lt-«ontrol.  nie  fi(;)itJiii^tnvii  v/vrv  retttruiiK't)  witb  the  aniu* 
niiL'v  Llint  in  tht-  lant  n^Mirt  th«y  shnuld  bu  a|>pealetl  to :  but  Xht 
liu>t  ivMirt  WHS  uvver  rt!iu:liu4l.  The  iiurh  w»«  ruiifmiiltHl  hjr 
tl»n  aiipointed  jtcrvmiti*  of  Uw.  Their  tarlmlent  itjaihire  .juailej 
lM>ri>ra  ihv  i-iilni,  autlioritativv  dvuiiriun  nf  ihv  Supreme  Contt 
Tliii  hif{het<t  iimml  furci's  <jf  micivljr,  iiiohitizt.-fI  hy  ii  ilin-uting 
hand  for  Ihi-  defuHt  of  ItiwUthani-Bd,  converged  U]>«n  the  iiinud 
ohl  Si&lv  1  ioiini!,  Hlnwly  but  firmly,  and  fiiiiiUy  pressvd  out  tbe 
frHiidiiU-ut  Legixljiturc  uiKin  the  fidewalk.  —  vrhunr  it  qiiicUj 
HUcvunibud  Oi  Uw  Mtiii^  of  epitht't,  diiia[>|K-Hre<]  under  the  tatd< 
of  ridicule.  —  installed  thu  le^l  lA-j^ktim^  lu  it«  rightful  pUiv, 
and  reauniud  Uiuir  ualni.  nlrong  How. 

The  viotorioH  of  pvMW  ara  oelRhinted  with  Icbb  bhin  tluiB 
lliiisr  cif  \v:ii.  Iiiit  tlirv  iUT  nut  Ivss  sif.nijil  —  lliey  ;in*.  jK-rli.ips. 
Mu.iv  triLiilul.      Wlirii'  Mi.  Bl.iiiir  u.'iil    l.;i,k    ti.'lh.-   S,-mU-  h. 
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It  will  have  been  seen  that  Mr.  Blaine's  methods  in  the 
Senate,  as  in  the  House,  were  distinctively  his  own.  Before 
taking  part  in  debate  he  had  made  careful  observations.  ^'  I 
think/'  he  wrote  soon  after  his  entrance,  when  I  get  my  bear- 
ings and  distances  and  feel  at  home  in  my  seat,  I  shall  find 
debating  in  the  Senate  very  easy.  There  are  few  there  that 
are  good  at  catching  on  the  fly.  The  House  training  makes 
a  man  so  much  more  ready,  alert,  and  i)rei)ared  than  the 
slow  methods  of  the  Senate.  I  am  feeling  my  way  very 
cautiously  and  do  not  propose  to  lose  any  jxiints." 

But  he  could  not  be  other  than  himself.  His  way  was 
straight.  Roundabout  ai)pr()aches  were  utttaly  foreign  to  him. 
Elaborate  statements  of  admitted  positions  seemed  a  waste  of 
time.  Verbal  inflations  he  was  fain  to  puncture  on  the  siK)t. 
A  built-up  dignity  had  to  him  something  comical.  Its  humor 
or  homeliness  never  i)revente(l  him  from  using  an  illustra- 
tion that  came  ready  to  his  hand,  and  if  the  adoption  of  a 
popular  phrase  would  sharpen  a  jK)int  luj  did  not  hesitate. 
This  readiness  wa^  accompanied  not  only  by  a  comprehending 
knowledge  of  the  large  reaches  of  history,  but  a  portentous 
memory  of  minor  and  chiefly  forgotten  details,  wliich  made  him 
formidable  even  at  ^'  catching  on  the  fly."  A  date  half-hidden 
on  a  moss-grown  grave-stone,  never  became  moss-grown  in  his 
mind,  and  an  old  grave-yard  within  reach  of  any  ride  or  ramble 
he  would  not  leave  unvisited,  even  if  he  had  to  climb  the  walls 
aiid  part  the  brambles  and  cut  away  the  mosses  to  insi)ect  its 
consecrated  records. 

When  Senator  Hill,  of  Georgia,  would  divest  himself  of  the 
^ilt  of  8ei;ession,  reading  in  the  Senate  from  his  own  letters 
before  secession  —  "I  will  consent  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  as  I  would  consent  to  the  death  of  my  father,  never  from 
choice,  only  from  necessity,  and  then  in  sorrow  and  sadness  of 
heart"  —  Mr.  Blaine  brought  up  (ieorgia's  vote  for  the  ordi- 
nance of  secession,  208  for,  among  which  was  Mr.  Hill's,  89 
against.  "  Tlie  Senator  from  Georgia,"  he  commented,  "  who 
would  consent  to  it  just  ivs  he  would  to  the  death  of  his  father, 
made  up  his  mind  that  if  two  hundred  and  eight  men  wanted 
to  murder  the  old  man,  he  would  join  with  them.  Rather  than 
be  in  a  minority,  he  would  join  the  murderous  crowd  and  be  a 
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l<arnci(li>."  Anil  tliu  himiilttitiuit  UugliUT  ant)  appUiwc,  if  not 
Heiuitoridl.  wcrv  nil  uii  tlie  t*id»  of  tlie  Uuioii  aiid  the  CoihIk 
tuUon. 

If  thn  qiuwtmn  wan  fur  b  tifior  fur  Die  NnlJaniil  Miim-^m,  bt 
threw  thp  ccotioiiiy  tt\  n  i-oimrele  ll<yir  tii  the  winds,  tliouphttt 
Hcorii  for  a  gnta,t  luitirtii  u>  indulge  in  thu  clcmaj^>giti-'i<  ssving, 
mid  jiBVed  thu  iihUou'b  fliHirK  with  bi-litlin^  marble  tiW. 

An  Indinii  war  Lv  wimld  Ihrimt  Uu-k  in  tiiv  twitikliDfr  of 
Dye.  "  Kf  iisitivenfM  bctwdeii  two  ^eat  iiatioriB  is  ai  [loint  that 
inunl  aiwaya  Ih-  held  nt  tJie  {Kiiiit  of  tliu  Mwonl.  Uetwe«ii  Uh 
Unitofl  Stabm  with  £<t,000,0(H)  an.I  4,000  lilvi*  iii  i\m  moutitain* 
of  CoUiradii  thcrn  can  he  no  <]UWtion  of  dignity.  Wliaknc 
oar  thiHtPj'  of  thoir  treatincnt.  the  moKt  uxiKtiutive  iif  all  ittical- 
inif  th«m  liy  war." 

When  a  Deinoemtio  Seiiatiii- i|iii>l«d  I>iuii«l  Wulwlrr  osiiKT' 
ing  oaUi^d  thin  couHtr>-  "a  confcilcrftoy  of  St»t*?3.'*  "  »  coufeil- 
e ration  of  StMtvs."  "a  vonipact"  ami  "»  uoiiip(u:l  Wtwetii  Un 
St«t«s,"  Mr.  Blaine  not  only  dit)|mted  tht!  tjuotatioii  luid  Ucfied 
it«  production,  but  traced  the  error  to  its  source,  aiid  niiule  lln 
oitatioti  thenceforth  tmpotwiblv  to  luiy  iatoU^reut  and  lionotaUti 
luan.  I(  w^is  ;i  work  uc.l  1.-n*  ^iJJni!^<■a(l^  X\mu  wn<rK-n'\;\\.  fur 
rh.'  N^tiluiul  s,,vrtvii,'iirv.  iis  .jn.iiilriu  mu\  _irl„iv  w.-re  the  i.W 
,>|-    In-    |M,|jii,.il    lllr.      Willi    tnilli    aii.l    h.-arl    rouhl    lie    ha^r 

,Mn,,l.-i    ,,-    In-   ,.wi,    ill*.    Inltv    .l,.,l;,i-iili f    I>;.r.i,.l    Wrlcl.r: 

■-■I1ir   y^,—v^M I    ll.^-  Ini t  h.- .iMinli-iMT»>e  ..f  ll.,-  Cii- 

-.liliin..n.  '.uA  llir  ,,H\..u.',.:nriit  i.f  Hit-  ,-i.iii,trv  tn  stiil  Imu'Ikt 
,|;i^,.,  ,.|  |,iM.|.-nlv  :miiI  ii^n-wn  [ia\r  roii-litim-.i  iiiv  [.,A.,r  slur 
.luring  i[m-  ulmlr  ,,f   Tin   |.Mliii,-a|  Iif,.." 

II tlir   li,-,|ii,.nl   \-\v.y\'-u-  hmu-lit  a-ailis(  liiiii  in   ll,,.  Soii.lle, 

..-    ,1,    tl,..    Ilniisr.  ilui    W  iiM.l  a  lial.il   of  inti-mipiiiiLr  s|,eak,T>. 
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revenge  as  opportunity  offered.  Mr.  Blaine  having  once  asked 
j)ermissioii  in  tlie  decorous  senatorial  way,  of  Mr.  Carpenter, 
received  answer,  "  I  have  never  known  that  Senator  restrained 
by  any  rule  from  saying  anything  he  wanted  to  say,  and  I 
certainly  desire,  as  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  to  release 
him  now." 

On  another  occasion  the  same  Senator  asked  the  presiding 
officer,  "  Who  has  the  floor?  " 

**  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  is  entitled  to  the  floor." 

*'  I  was  getting  so  much  in  doubt  about  it  that  I  thought 
probably  I  was  intruding  upon  the  Senator  from  Maine,"  and 
j>erhai>s  no  one  joined  in  the  laugh  that  followed  such  sallies 
with  keener  appreciation  than  Mr.  Blaine.  "There,"  ex- 
claimed his  good  friend,  Mr.  Thurman,  tiimself  provoked  out 
of  senatorial  dignity  —  "  there  is  another  example  of  the  mode 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine.  Without  asking  my  leave  he 
springs  to  his  feet  and  interjects  a  speech  of  his  right  into  the 
midst  of  my  remarks.  It  may  l)e  right,  but  it  is  not  the  usage 
of  the  Senate,  never  was  before  the  Senator  came  into  this  body." 

"  If  I  were  a  Ixjtting  man,"  growled  the  same  Senator  on  a 
similar  occasion,  in  wliose  growl,  however,  there  was  always  an 
undertone  of  amused  good-nature,  a  twinkle  of  friendly  fun 
beneath  his  shaggy  eyebrows,  ''  which  I  am  not,  I  would  give 
longer  odds  than  were  ever  given  on  the  race-course,  that  there 
will  not  be  a  Senator  who  will  speak  in  favor  of  this  bill,  that 
the  Senator  from  Maine  will  not  stick  his  speech  right  in  the 
centre  of  the  speech  of  the  Senator  who  is  speaking,  and  do  it 
more  than  once." 

Setting  an  example,  the  Senator  from  Delaware  asked : 

**  Would  it  be  agreeable  to  the  Senator  for  me  to  make  a 
remark  ?  " 

Mr,  Blaink.  —  Of  course. 

Mr.  Bayard.  —  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  for  me  to  gauge  the 
motives  or. describe  the  intent  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maine  — 

Mr.  Blaine.  —  Nor  would  it  be  parliamentary ! 

All  pretence  of  being  a  lawyer  Mr.  Blaine  disavowed  with  a 
frankness  which  sometimes  misled  men  into  discovering  limi- 
tations  that  might  never  have  been  discovered  if  he  had  not 
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hitOKelf  iliKciainiwI  l^^fiJ  preieiwioii :  and  nuuiy  «ii  <>|i|iuii(at 
fiirmtHl  till'  imhil  of  KichlerV  TiUii,  "  when  an  opeo-lwarted 
Houl  shoffpil  him  im  Im^duheK  of  nmrvbing  In  upxn  itthmugb. 
(hom  hrwciuM.  ns  if  li«  liimsetf  luul  iiiude  tWm."  Yet  ibcj 
w«w  not  wholly  witliout  provocntion.  Mr,  UUine'H  r)iAcl*iiiia» 
were  often  ptw-nraora  of  tniubli!. 

**  1  feel  very  modest  itbnut  oorrevting  Uio  gnnl.lenuin  ujiana 
r]ULiiiUon  of  law"  — but  it  was  oljw-rved  tiiat  if  he  liesitated,  1* 
gave  hiinHelf  the  benfUt  uf  Uii!  rlouht  and  mwlv  the  corrMtirm. 

"  The  p-ntleniitn  b  a  distingniiUied  !HW\t;r.  I  urn  nul  a  Ittrytt 
at  all,  nml  I  would  like  Ui  ask"— a  que«tioii  tlial  wns  liB(iij 
mnbamuuiing  even  tit  u  di8tiii^t»lie<l  lawyer. 

"  If  1  wen-  it  kwyer  I  tihnulil  say  " —  what  wa*  jii»t  w  mi 
to  th»?  lepal  jH>int  ns  if  he  liad  U'l-ii  «  lawyer.     In  fact,  ht-  I 
liad  the  signal  lulvantHgu  of  twu  yoara'  legal   training  and  logl) 
study  without  Uml  imirowing  effect  of  legal  jinictiw^  which  a 
his  rluy  caused  it  I-o  be  Miid  of  ii  famous  Senator  that  hv  woiill 
have  been  a  great  man  if  bo  had  not  t»oen  a  great  lawyer. 

When  Mr.  Klairio  dared  to  xay  of  an  eminent  lawyer  nn  ibt 
other  aide  of  the  Chamher,  that  "  lie  who  arguing  tltin  gnit 
questjon  as  if  we  were  nwlmini'il  by  iho  nan-oweift  dofrnias  a 
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not  myself  a  lawyer  —  wit  that  it  seemed  to  me  would  have  been 
brighter  and  its  thrust  a  little  keener  if  I  had  ever  professed  to 
be  a  lawyer.  For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  may  have  this 
killing  taunt  still  in  reserve,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  not  a  lawyer. 
I  never  was  in  court  as  an  attorney,  nor  as  a  plaintiff,  nor  as  a 
defendiuit,  nor  as  a  juror,  nor  as  a  witness.  In  thiit  vast  sea  of 
adventui*e  I  am  an  '  exculpated  cruiser.'  "  He  not  only  ridi- 
culed but  riddled  the  attempt  of  Senate  lawyers  to*  discredit 
Caleb  Cushing's  conclusive  testimony  on  the  ill-starred  plea 
that  the  pamphlet  cited  in  Congress  as  Mr.  Cushing's  carried 
no  legal  proof  of  its  authenticity.  This  palpably  absurd  as- 
sumption he  buried  under  a  funeral  pile  of  testimony,  top|>ed 
by  the  decisive  word  from  that  other  brilliant  man  of  genius, 
dead  ere  his  prime,  Richard  Sjjoflford,  who  was  watcliing  the 
fray,  and  whom  Mr.  Blaine  presented  as  qualified  and  entitled 
to  represent  Caleb  Cushing  by  study  of  law  in  his  office,  by  long 
personal  association,  by  intimate  relations  with  him  at  the  Imr, 
hi«  clerk  when  he  was  Attorney-Geneml.  Mr.  Spoflford  affirmed 
"  that  the  opinion  was  not  only  Mr.  Cushing's,  but  was  given 
jmrtly  at  my  instance,  aiid  wan  reprinted  from  time  to  time  for 
CoHf/reHH,^'^ 

The  careful  calculation  that  fixed  the  amount  of  the  Geneva 
award,  Mr.  Blaine  scattered  to  the  winds.  ''  Great  Britiiin 
vranted  seven  millions  —  we  wanted  twentv-two  or  three. 
Stsempfii  went  uj)  into  a  high  mountiiin  in  Switzerland  for  six 
or  eight  weeks,  less  or  m(»rc  —  I  have  forgotten  what  the  period 
was  —  to  make  this  calculation,  and  after  he  had  tiiken  all  tlu; 
elements  that  were  l)efore  him,  what  result  did  he  produce  ? 
He  produced  exactly  the  result  that  an  Ohio  or  Maine  farmer 
would  have  produced  in  a  dispute  between  neiglil)oi's.  Chalk- 
ing on  the  Iwrn-door,  he  split  the  difference.  In  my  judgment, 
there  never  was  anything  in  the  whole  process  but  an  old-fiish- 
ioned  chalking  on  the  Uirn-door."  lie  ai)ol()gized  for  having 
used  the  word  split  when  Mr.  Cushing's  Ixjok  said  dividing  — 
**  but  to  men  who  are  not  lawyera  it  means  the  same  thing." 
His  rapid  and  rattling  volleys  no  less  than  the  roar  of  his  heavi- 
est guns,  caused  a  lively  commotion  in  the  Senate,  and  there 
-were  hurried  consultiitions  among  the  embattled  lawyers.  See- 
ing* Senators  Cai-penter  and  Thurman  with  their  heads  close 
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UtgoUii^r  in  omvcrKatioti,  be  drvvr  all  uy«M  iipno  thnm  —  "  I 
very  aiixioiia  lluit  tliu  two  lioiiomMu  Sciiiitont  hIkiuM  kiiow  ]vA' 
whut  Mr.  C'uHliiiifr  wiid,  just  Ititvr  little  I  know  aUtiit  llii" 

••  It  ia  nitt  jNHttiihU  that  lli«  hotwimlile  SeD»Uir  fmin  Ohio  who 
liaB  iii«liil^-4l  liiitiM-U  oft«ii  in  tli<.-  littiv  wil  of  r«rminiliiig  lur  tbil 
I  nm  lint  »  iHwyiT,  wIcH  nit!  where  a  great  eaHc  w  to  In-  fouiwl 

"  Mr.  Morrill'M  |trii[UMition  to  join  —  1  will  use  a  li-gal  plin 
f<ir  tliv  lAiiuHt  uf  tbc  SuiLutor  from  Wi«(-aii)uii,  —  *  jiiu'  'Invts' 
mt  tliv  ItimlM-nuvn  raty,  for  I  urn  Hr^ning  tliis  uit  l»w  [Hiiufi. 

"Tlu-liliud  itleu  wliich  Mr.  ( 'iishing  had,  tliui  the  jieiKuruivba 
Iirtd  tu-timlly  ioHt,  luul  m  much  eluim  ou  t)iu«  fund  ne  those  wbfr 
IiimI  Hi-liirtlly  ppolitol." 

'•  Till'  Senator,  I  imiig;iiie,"  ({Ue^tiduei)  an  (>|iiM)ut-iit  nUicr 
HU]>i>rt'ilioUMly.  "htui  hunrd  of  kucIi  h  thiu|f  iw  tb?  right  of  Htiln> 
l^ntiun?  "  —  "  I  IhtatcI  it  >ill  tloiniiliithoil  ttii-  otJicr  iIhv  hy  thi 
SenHtijr  ftviiu  MiuisiiduwettK,"  wus  Mr.  Hljiine'tt  iuHtant  rv\Ay. 

He  wiw  v\v<a   H^turrod  on  hy   X\\is  sjiirit  of   the    occusion  to 
mi    uniiniDil     lull    nut    wliolly    inartiHttn    xclf-refcrenco. 
hiivi-    hew    the   (lifj^fwt   uf   the   i>[itm«tut   of   the  Svtumr]  Ca 
tn>llL-r  whijit(!  dHneioua  wttlv  Um  ow^ncnhip  of   more 
llmii  ill)  (1ir  Siipn-Tne    ('(Jiirt  di-ciHioriH   of    tin*    rotimrv.     I  wtB 

llslriKlioll      of      til 
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From  Mr.  Blaine,  to  Emmons  (^returning  from  Europe) : 

Augusta,  August  81,  1877. 

Doubtful  if  this  reaches  you.  I  write  it  with  Tom,  Jack,  Almct,  and 
Joe  Smith  in  the  library  sending  off  election  documents.  If  you  feel  like 
it  and  have  time,  hadn't  you  better  run  over  to  Queenstown,  taking  the 
Steamer  there  and  getting  a  glimpse  of  Ireland  ?  I  merely  suggest  it. 
Do  as  you  please. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

FRroAY  P.M.,   ON  TRAIN  NEAR  PORTLAND. 

What  I  wanted  you  to  tell  C.  is  to  leave  when  he  does  leave  on  10.17 
A.M.  train  and  telegraph  R.  at  Rye  Beach  to  meet  him  at  Portsmouth 
Depot  at  halj-past  three.  Tell  C.  when  he  arrives  at  the  depot  just  to  wait 
in  gentlemen's  room,  as  R.  will  pmbably  not  drive  up  till  a  few  minutett 
after  the  train  is  gone.  Be  sure  and  keep  Miss  C.  for  a  day  or  two. 
Have  W.  get  up  a  croquet  or  archery  party  or  a  riile  or  drive  or  s^miething 
of  the  kind.  Her  father  can  join  her  when  she  is  rea<1y  U)  ]eav<;  at  Portv 
mouth.  She  can  come  along  in  Pullman,  Walker  ericrjrting  her  a<<  far  an 
Portland  and  putting  her  in  Pullman  car  there.  I  am  met  ever)'wh<;re  by 
ereiybody  with  a  perfect  shower  of  congratulations  on  all  hand^.  I  find 
yesterday  is  regarded  as  a  great  day  for  the  party  anri  for  nie.  It  in  the 
nniyersal  theme  of  talk.  See  that  Fred  sows  more  grass-^t^fe^J,  and  inquire 
of  George  W.  what  good  fertilizer  can  \Ki  iLSf^J  to  stimulate  the  hare 
places  —  something  not  visible  when  put  on.  Mr.  Homan  'r^^uld  tell  you. 
Forward  my  mail  to-nigrht,  including  what  may  r*^»me  at  *s.  .Send  me  the 
•'  Lewiston  Journal  "  of  t^>-day  —  and  keep  all  the  j/apers  ^-are fully  t//  -end 

I  may  ask.     Write  a  line  to-night. 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Judgn    raft^rwanls  S<fcret;irv^   \\\  II. 

Hunt : 

Nf-W  OkLKAN*.  Ja/irjar>  '«.  1-7*. 

Allow  me  to  introdoce  to  v'»u  a  *j[*ru*^»-\n:%u  in  ev*-r.'  -a-w  <-T.r>.*?^  v> 
yooT  estetrm  and  c*">nli<leiK-e.  A  K'-pobii'-ifj  in  hi*!  j/^^.:!]-:-.  .*.•  .'.vJ  "*■ 
manhoo<l  to  avow  op*-fi!j  hi*  opinion*  a?  t:j<-  .ai*.  *r.*rf ''.':' ii.  '.'.  \j  :  -.ft 
As  a  ronse*|ueDce  h*:  ha.*  f^en  -HM'T'-Ted  *.*>  an  '»3*ni.'.!-.'n  •»  ".-  i.»  ■, 
leaii  him  to  aband'^D  fii«  bi  rth  pi  a/ r  ind  -^ei:  a  r.*--*  :j',r.v-  '•.  *-  '':.  •  ''■  — - 
I  hope  aD«l  lielieve  yoi  luaj  Lsvk  1:  in  j.-zur  p-./.-rr  v  :-r^>'  :.  :.  h. •-.•_•* 
service. 

From  v.: 

.  .  .  Xot  a  w*A  b^ffoTt  hi*  ic^^npr.:.-  Mr  B.i.'.r  ic  v-  *.,•.  .  •  -rr:  :  -  .* 
Washington  papers  i»  i  ^!i;.*3i^.  -:  r-'-i;.  ^  ".  \  -.f"  .•  •;•*'"--  t-  *  -t* 
as  a  woman*-?.  ajc«l  *rxv^  ..r    ,c  ~    .f  •;. -r-       r.v  -  v.-*    .  t  -    .lj.*.    ^-". 
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>m  Mr.  Blaine,  to  Emmonii  (retuminff  frum  Kurapn) : 

Kvf.vwrA,  AiJKiiNt»l,  IM77, 
ibtful  if  this  remchei  you.  I  writo  it  with  T'liii,  J«f-k,  Muxtd.  mu\ 
lith  in  the  librar)'  s^aA\a%  off  H\t»^via  lioarumnritii.  If  yuu  ti^l  likn 
lure  time,  hailo't  you  Iwtlcr  run  ovttr  Vi  <JiM!':n*l'fii'ii,  IxkfriK  Itc- 
r  there  ami  getting  a  gliinpM;  of  Irclanrl  ?  I  iiMn-fsly  «iij(|[«nili  }«, 
joa  please. 


m  Mr.  Blaine : 

FnifAT  P.M.. 

'/X  TK«M  Sf.^l 

K  P'*»rfi,4a 

» 

tf  I  TA3t«<J  von  Ui 

.  le:.  '; 

.  u  V.  :«iv. 

;  rti^l.   t^.Atit^ 

)«t*'/r.  I 

K-.I7 

laia  and  -^le^rTtp^ 

,  R.  ax 

Bt<!:  !>».■*.  V,  ff^-wt  »;», 

**-*-;»<^:A"'^^ 

T*;. '-. 

,  Tri.*T.  .-.^  & 

fT:i*r-  M  -jr*  •^^^^.  y,^.  v, 

»»,f 

_t.-  ■.t.--.l  - 

/.'  •!':)•!  •^^,•'... 

*  ,Vv  ».;« 

f •-;'>!  4 

to  !!»:=    li    r-<=^. 

fc*  *^. 

.-*   »a.i   t*. 

';.  m;«  '     f-^ 

**<?  ./f 

•»•/ 

r.grt  -p  »  — T-^ 

-,.•  t.-/ 

:>-7  ii.-:; 

■--■  t  ',>  -/•  -*•  ■ 

1'.  -r  tf^:^. 

t./.j( 

ItM-     H-^T  iii« 

;ai  ,'.-,'l- 

^^    t  •**:.  V. 

«>•  *^f 

,  ae  sv:  ^-«*  »- 

,.cr  ;■. 

:-.  .--i.-. 

■/.i  jr.  ^fl./^.- 

■X  -^  *-  ■'' 

>/  tf 

j»^:.-:=^ri*^ 

ll  =--.., 

=.1.-.  -f  ■.-.. 

.—    :  1.-  -.^- 

.:.«._,  ...^^ 

*  -.-I 

l#r  -^  X  :-^«t 

«!'.■» -f 

■  -.i    r.r  v-'l. 

.   ...•>•.     V    1 

-  i.-J",! 

^|•^. 

hy»  r-rv-:-.:  w 

»e-ac 

■a;   ■■  ■•  :■■ 

*    -.ri.'.    1.-..-    '■■■ 

■    ■■* 

.    'r^ 

ri  *«=^    f  --^^ 

Sw  -u 

:  7  --:  -. V 

,      ..--  r-i"-- 

m:    I,'.;    ■,, 

■  ■■,    •' 

— e  w.  ---^  r>- 

.-  ;^i-." 

,  :oW      :i.J     ■ 

..     :  .-•; 

■■  :   .;-     .1^ 

■.-..-. 
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.  .  .  In  Ilt0  vTMllBg  MTaral  gHntlaaiBa  wat«  bsra  worfcing 
BsItrcMd  Bm.  Whon  I  mw  bow  caniMtlj'  and  booutlj  Umm  nwa  tn  dt- 
Ilboratini;  oImU  th&t  nua«r,  bow  rart  >ra  th«  inlarMU  invoIircJ; 
lAburUnuly  tboj*  caunwl  together,  far  Into  tb(<  ul^it.  aag«r  ot  tuunt  lor 
Ihalr  own  lalurMU,  JO,  stralylag  (he  law  u  nil  pointii,  Um  flinw;  fliap 
■1  tbnu  M«m  bonnUh  ciont«ropt1 

Man-)i  30.  ...  At  B  iDan«ir  lut  ntght,  »l  my  Infl  « 
MU<ilwi|ipi,  wha  bi  ■  ilri-iunpr,  u  va^e  aurl  of  mui  witli  the 
iif  ginloa.  if  not  Rtinliu  llM-lf,  full  of  roal  titniillty  and  wlf-mlstnMl.  W  U 
1m  pmlHvd  ■  gn«i  ilitnl  tu»l  i*  quite  <1«[p«iiili>nt  un  runr  Idndni 
->>dj'>,  "I  iiitvnr  wu  ktiKO' ^"^  ""^^  "f*^ '^'''- '^''^"''- '*''>'"**' '"''"T 
much,  nnd  ihnt  ws*  boraii*''  hri  (t^uikv  HI  iit  a  friend  nt  mini*. 
(l*rv  mv  uiythinK  lor  foju*  hs  would  poiinec  down  on  tue.  «o  I  look  U 
iiHl  In  Knllifii){.  I  did  ni>(  opf^ak  In  film  for  wvi^Ich.  ITf  ilM  not  kuoir  it, 
nobody  knew  it,  but  I  did  not  ^iienk  to  bim." —  ■■  Who  won  the  fAasAV 
—  "Jvfforei'ii  1)»vui." 

And  ajpiin :  "  Mr.  Blnlnv,  now,  fur  fdl  his  boula  In  Congm*.  fawnt  uj 
ni^let),  Hmu'I  roAtljr  nialliw  taimigh.  Bui  for  nwrcy't  vnko  drml  ny 
|iut  It  tobi  turn,  for  h«  voums  down  mi  porAonn  onunj^i,  if  hi-  ihiianl  alwiji 
u>n>(i  down  on  the  right  onoH."  IIo  ny*  if  ('onkling  »hou)d  tyni.  of 
hini,  or  tii  blm.  tu  he  dues  lu  suniv,  h^  would  ahoot  him  ;  ilml  Qb 
l«  not  wi  iuktihI  at  tlia  South  lui  it  1i  with  in  nl  iha  Xoi-th,  niid  bt 
rsllicr  cliiMit  u  mun  or  b^  ihoi  bhiiHeK  thui  in  be  mid  tliat  hi 
Un  i^«  Uttl  tho  ChUliolm  tra^ly  cannot  b«  vxAggenUd.  ih»l  Uk 
MMnnltuonpy   in  nut  inli'l1Itf>iii,  l.ui  tliut   tht-y  nev*r 
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April  1.  .  .  .  Mr.  W.  took  a  long  walk  with  Mr.  Blaine,  and  from  his 
entire  affection  for  him,  as  he  said,  and  as  I  fully  believe,  undeitook  to  talk 
seriously  with  him  about  his  course,  asking  him  if  he  did  not  think  he  was 
making  himself  very  unpopular.  Mr.  Blaine  told  him  there  wei*e  three 
courses  he  could  take.  He  could  speak  and  act  in  advocacy  of  measures 
and  policies  in  which  he  did  not  believe,  but  which  were  adopted  by  the 
administration,  and  so  get  praise ;  or  he  could  suppress  his  convi(;tions  and 
keep  stiil,  and  so  avoid  censure ;  or  he  could  act  in  :ic(*ordance  with  his  con- 
victions and  principles  for  what  seemed  to  him  the  best  service  of  the 
country,  let  come  what  would,  Tliese  three  courses  were  alone  open  to 
him  —  which  would  Mr.  W.  have  him  take?  Of  course  there  was  but 
one  answer.  Then  he  asked  Mr.  W.  tx>  specify.  Of  course  the  timber  ques- 
tion was  one.  Mr.  Blaine  asked  him  how  he  accounted  for  the  fact  that 
the  Senate  passed  his  amendment  by  a  vote  of  forty-two  to  four,  which  is, 
I  think,  the  most  one-sided  of  any  vote  in  the  Senate  this  winter.  Then 
the  fisheries  question,  which  Mr.  Blaine  explained  to  him,  and  which 
seemed  to  be  a  new  revelation  to  him,  he  exclaiming,  **  Why,  they  don't 
understand  it  so  in  Boston  at  all."  Mr.  W.  is  the  warmest  personal  friend 
of  Mr.  Blaine  and  has  been  staunch  thn)ugh  all.  .  .  .  Mr.  Bancroft 
cannot  understand  Mr.  Fish's  backdown  on  the  Delfosse  matter.  Mr. 
Fish  fouorht  Delfosse  throuo^h  the  whole  thi-ee  months,  and  then  chansred 
so  suddenly  that  Sir  Kdward  told  Mr.  Blaine  \\v,  feared  lie  \\\\X9X  suddenly 
have  discovered  some  special  reason  why  Delfosse  would  be  favorable  to 
America  and  against  England.  Mr.  Blaine  thinks  the  matter  utterly  dis- 
creditable to  England.  .  .  .  Sir  Kdwaixl  Thornton  dined  hen*  Thursday 
night,  also  Caleb  Gushing,  Senator  B(M)th,  K.  S.  and  H.  P.  Spoftbrd,  Seere- 
tary  Shennan,  Stanley  Matthews,  D.,  of  New  York,  and  W.  W.  Phelps,  Mrs. 
B.,  and  Mrs.  N.  Wasn't  it  a  menagerie  ?  Mi*.  N.  was  away,  but  got  home  at 
3  A.M.,  and  came  in  after  breakfast  to  iisk  how  his  wife  behavetl,  and  when 
he  was  told  **  magnilieently,"  said  it  was  only  out  of  rc\speet  to  her  hosts,  or 
fear,  for  at  General  Burnside's  she  w:is  dreadful  —  heard  some  one  siiying 
that  the  no  wine  at  the  White  House  was  a  matter  of  principle,  anil  called  out 
from  the  other  end  of  the  table,  "  How  could  that  be  when  the  I'resident  drank 
wine  at  Mr.  Baner(»ft\s  the  other  night  and  drank  all  kinds?  *'  There  was  dan- 
ger lest  Mrs.  N .  should  claw  D.  for  her  husbancrs  sake,  but  she  was  gnuMous, 
went  out  with  Caleb  Crushing,  who  is  an  Anglo-phobiac,  and  was  put  :is 
far  from  Sir  Kdward  as  possible.  Of  eourse  Sir  Edward  was  tlien*.  Mr. 
N.  said  **  Blaine  was  almost  in  a  personal  quarrel  with  him,  so  they  eould 
not  leave  him  out."  Sir  Etlward  is  very  sensitive  about  the  lisheries  mat- 
ter,  and  talked  about  it  a  good  deal  atler  dinner,  and  Mr.  Blaine,  being 
his  host,  coidd  not  very  well  (;lapper-<^law  him.  Stanh?y  Matthews's  bust 
railroad  speech  in  the  Senate  was  considered  very  able.  Dick  SpolFord 
.sat  next  to  Sir  P^dward  on  my  left,  and  is  v<Ty  fond  of  England,  and  Stan- 
ley Matthews  next,  to  Philips,  who  would  be  a  liberal,  and  next  to  .Secre- 
tary Sherman,  whom  he  wanted  to  see  —  so  our  wild  beasts  all  kept  their 
claws  sheathed  and  we  had  a  very  interesting  table.  ^Ir.  (Z.)  Chandler 
says  we  shall  inevitably  lose  the  elections  this  fall,  but  sweep  the  country 
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in  tSW)— thu  \ip  huM  liia  flu^vr  on  ilic  piibllu  pulxi  I 
1U>M  lol<]   Mr.  C.-Lincrnii  and  hiaiMlf  thnt  h«  wnuld  Kppolnl  C)iri«iu)i7  U 
Maxkx)-' I  Ihink  it  wiis  —  aud  Uiou  npjKiLnivi}  M>niebudj  bImi,  boaiH* i 
Mr.  (!■  "  liH  kni-n  tlut  tJie  L«glsUtui«  wi>uM  put  n«  inUt  Uie  Stnali 
■hoot  our  minuic;."      Mr.  Chandler  toM  tlii'  (Tabinot  tbn  w»y  Oxtj  « 
gaing  on  WM  llko  |in>parin|f  for  Uulo  l>y  killing  oU  tlu  odhKra. 

To  Mr.  HIain.-,  fmi.i  Ki 


Poncnxus  Can. 

...  I  liave  Mcn  no  onn  from  Malni>  for  IhB  luii  fnruUghL  m  IMI 
havn  no  idaa  wliich  way  Uie  wiiul  ti  litowing.  ...  I  tun  gvOiag  i^a 
ipeaoh  which  1  propn«e  <)«illvarliig  In  the  backwoods  tkia  ■ 
tlw  atntpiif!!  of  thv  fitntv  (^immiucn:,  pruviilt-d  the  niitiifnnittom  b  of  M 
inj  price.  Serinuslj-  I  Hhoiild  llko  to  tiy  inj'  wlii|pi  In  Ifati  famirlp- 
Thttni  b  wi  ntiK-h  lo  Iw  Mid  Hint  I  Want  to  liad  otit  If  ll  Is  vMf  (naq^lL 
■Nlill  I  will  wait  till  I  8»»  yon  bnfore  1  nnwigv  ap|>utnttu)mt«. 

(TlaM  Day  (Himo*  Friday  and  ('onunvnoemr-nt  tJia  \Vn(lnir«dav  fiillawinE. 
1  jtiippuiM  I  sliall  Imi  at  homo  .Salurdtiy  week  at  liii«sL  .  .  .  I^A  I 
iboulfl  not  hill  yiui  ngniu  with  niy  Ir^lii-rs,  wilt  joii  ploaa*  ama<i  ine  a  i^ick 
fur  $300,  —  and  blvMinga  «ri>wii  jour  pHrt- ulal  liuiul  ? 

With  my  Idvm  to  all  Ihr  family  that  ai-n  Mt  — that  I  suppuw  ti 
young  allonii^y  unly. 


Fnnij  Ml.  likiJiir.  1„  (l.-niTal  <iuHi.-l<l  : 


ii-:i-^TA.   Me.,  .ttily:!.  !->7v 
I.I.    [i.r^.h.y.  .I„lv    riii. 


II  !">iiil-  •■(   .litt".-rrii.-p 


\\.-  will   -Uf  Vnll  ;l  rOV:»l    V 


I'l^.i.,   \h.   ill., in 
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and  there  we  were  in  Lynn  at  1  P.M. ;  no  other  train  to  Portland  till  the 
sleeping-train  —  the  3.15  and  6  trains  both  being  taken  off  under  the  new 
rigime.  At  once  we  set  out  to  improve  the  situation ;  went  to  the  Saga- 
more and  lunched ;  took  a  carriage  and  drove  over  on  the  Nahant  beach, 
and  got  back  in  time  to  take  a  train  to  Salem,  reaching  there  at  3 ;  then 
we  took  a  carriage  and  drove  to  Witch  Hill,  to  the  old  Custom-House, 
and  to  every  other  spot  in  Salem,  and  at  4.30  took  the  Conway  train,  Sar- 
^nt  getting  off  at  Hampton,  and  I  coming  up  here  to  spend  the  night,  and 
here  I  am  —  reaching  here  at  8.15.  I  shall  go  home  in  tlie  morning. 
Now,  wasn't  this  making  the  most  of  a  day  ?  Had  it  been  you,  you  would 
have  sat  down  and  cried. 

From  Walker : 

San  Francisco,  July  25,  1878. 

Dearest  Mother  :  We  are  back  safely  from  Sitka.  Let  me  give  you 
a  programme  of  the  trip.  We  stayed  in  Victoria  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
3d  of  July,  driving  around  the  town  and  going  to  Esquimault  Bay,  the  har- 
bor for  the  British  fleet,  where  we  visited  H.M.S.  *•  Shah,"  which  puts  any 
vessel  of  the  United  States  to  shame,  thougli  she  is  only  a  light  armed  frig- 
ate. There  we  set  sail  for  Nanaimo,  wiiere  we  spent  most  of  July  4. 
There  was  a  celebration  some  mile  or  two  from  the  town,  but  we  did  not 
have  time  to  go  out  to  see  it  as  the  liour  of  our  departure  was  uncertain. 
From  Nanaimo  we  went  to  Wrangel,  rciiching  there  Sunday  the  7th.  At 
ten  o^clock  the  night  of  the  4th  we  went  through  P^utrabale  Rapids  (now 
called  Simpson's  Narrows  —  a  change  for  the  worse).  The  scene  wjis  wild 
enough.  Tlie  current  swept  along  at  Uhj  rate  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles 
per  hour,  and  our  boat  raced  madly.  The  foam  beat  on  the  rocks  on 
either  side,  and  iXw.  high  hills  covered  with  pine  made  the  whiteness  of  tlie 
foam-beaten  phosphorescent  waves  all  the  more  vivid.  As  we  stood  on  the 
bridge  while  the  boat  seemed  just  to  avoid  striking  the  rooks,  I  could  only 
think  of  Mark  Twain's  frightful  oath,  **  By  the  shadow  of  death  but  he's  a 
lightning  pilot ! ''  But  no  chains  parted  un^l  no  bolts  wrenched  asunder,  and 
so  we  avoided  the  fat<»  of  the  good  ship  **  Saranac,"  whose  bones  lie  like  Sir 
Patrick  Spen's,  full  fifty  fathom  deep.  Then  the  nc^xt  da}'  and  the  next  on  we 
went  through  narrow  channels  where  grim  giants  of  mountains  guard  the 
straits  on  either  hand,  where  the  solitudt;  is  so  intense  that  it  seems  as  though 
like  Coleridge's  mariner  we  were  the  first  who  ever  burst  into  that  silent 
sea,  past  mountains  whf)se  snow-topped  peaks  peer  out  from  under  the 
coverlid  of  clouds  as  tliough  they  were  seven  giant  sletipers,  whose  rest 
was  thus  trivially  and  rudely  broken  ;  past  young  Niagaras  without  a  name, 
past  golden  archipelagoes ;  by  thousands  ofsnow-capped  mountains,  through 
myriads  of  fir-covered  isles;  but  (everywhere  a  dead,  appalling  silence,  a 
gull  or  eagle  the  only  animal,  the  wake  of  the  **  California"  the  only  trace 
of  life.  I  despair  of  conveying  any  impn^ssion  of  the  grandeur  of  the 
scenery,  any  idea  of  the  profundity  of  the  silence,  the  awe  of  the  solitude. 
Imagine  a  narrow  strait  one  hundred  miles  long,  bounded  on  either  side  by 
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niotmMJna,  three  to  lint  thuuauid  f»et  tii|;b,  wiih  McnuU  snow  on  tlieir*na' 
laiw,  cl*d  in  dciip  gtvtiti  lir;  wharf  ■trip*  nt  white  nurblo  only  strre  k 
•l«r«>.l«u  tlit^  gjeei)  t-ubr  wbU-h  uvenpread*  lull  md  «•«.  umI  wlivra  th«  ««•' 
towing  SyinpIog»i1i-«  wliltvn  liiu  ■traitrv  of  Proponds  with  •ptwy. 
valley*  unuxploml  nx  ;(r«Dd  na  tlie  Ycimmiti^  lunnotaiiM  tuettmbM]  a*  f* 
clpltnu*  a*  >Viuililn;rti)<>.  and  nil  4lln'Ollndl^d  by  iba  DwmI  S«».  |i 
(iftlro,  lit  up  lij  ilurliglii  whidi  avret  cnui»,  m  thitl  tb«  snii  ritw  In  Uir  a 
tmA  till!  nicKiti  in  titi?  wL-t  At  the  loune  tffiM  whil«  you  tdi  DontfortaMy  m 
iD|(  on  dnck  al  hnlf-put  U>n  tit  night. 

W«  n.«L'li«tl  Wrnnp.>l  at  ton  uVtlock  Sunday  norning,  i 
nine-tontli*  Iixliun.  one-tenth  whit4).  IndUnA  iu<  a  nil<*  lli«  bMuir:  « 
«fp  »w  an  liidiau  iKiy  tiirturiHl  bi>ntwtli  th«  i-rusa  in  Ih*^  eon«itfir)'  fnrw 
iTaft,  anil  htinn)  nf  a  girl  ilmwnod  two  ilnyn  hrfnro  for  ili«  Matte  raaM 
Fniin  Wraugel  to  Sitka,  rvachln^  ihure  Monday.  Wr  only  rtopinl  al  di 
ttm?  ftir  aWml  lim  ailnui«a  and  liicn  wont  b)  a  ranntwy  anntv  six  mlliu  d 
tiiiit.  rRliiniiiig  to  Sitka  the  next  day.  At  Sitka  TuciKlity  nvtinlng  <rn  hu)  a 
hall.  [Vfiiwnt.  eToiylxKly  in  Sitka.  I  dancn)  witli  on  Irfsbwinnan,  and  dw 
duugliU^r  uf  n  Rtrwian  hillur.  with  Miii  KtuOrikofT.  Madptnolfienti  Ra(rf»- 
bitrolT,  Moin  KrHulplii  Ka«tl<^nila<>nofr.  aiid  hobiioblwd  with  ImivhiT.  batttj; 
iind  randleiliek-iiiakdr.  Wo  explorrxl  Sitka,  and  [  havn  a  hn\  of  o  '  ~ 
whioh  I  hu|>e  will  bo  anine  amuseniont  to  yon. 

T1)a  harlMr  i*  ma^itSiitnt.  Aljm  rl*f>  nnAI|M.  and  tlinre  arc  twoorthn* 
l>ar«Jy  e:ttinc-l  vulcanoes.  The  tuwn  is  wivli^bed,  Sui-b  ■  :«tjuj)  a 
wnow  nxiil  in  Alni'kaiit>Tnrrxlatnl  bvforn.  I  mcwi  t«  •oribbte Mwwttb^ 
al«nit   it  «li''ii  I  Lvn  Iri-^iiin  imd  ^iMlln^HrH-.  'o  I  ii"W  fnrhi-nr.     From  S" " 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  General  Garfield : 

Canton,  O.,  August  26,  1878. 

Please  telegraph  me  at  Mentor  on  receipt  of  this,  where  my  first  speei'h 
in  Maine  is  to  be.  I  want  to  stay  in  O.  till  tlic  last  moment  I  can  reach 
you  in  time.     .     .     . 

I  have  only  been  able  to  get  away  on  the  promise  tliat  I  will  bring  you 
and  Hale  and  Frye  back  with  me.  We  are  needy  and  greedy,  and 
demand  three  for  one.  You  are  abundant  and  generous,  and  will  give 
what  we  want. 


-  -  From  Mr.  Blaine,  to  General  Garfield : 

Chicago,  September  29,  1878. 

I  find  all  your  telegrams  here  —  I  had  left  home  before  they  reached 
xne.  But,  my  dear  friend,  it  grew  to  be  impossible  for  me  to  come  to  you. 
I  was  engfaged  last  month  to  open  in  Iowa,  October  1,  and  I  could  not  get 
started  West  in  season  to  make  a  halt  in  Ohio.  I  would  have  come,  how- 
ever, against  all  odds  and  all  ])oints  had  t/ou  needled  )nc.  Hut  you  did  not. 
Reed  will  be  with  you. 

From  V. : 

Washington,  Februar}'  A.  1879. 

.  .  .  We  went  to  the  observatory  last  night  and  looked  through  tlie 
big  telescope  .  .  .  under  the  guidance  of  Professor  Hall,  who  discov- 
ered the  moons  of  Mars,  and  who  feels  very  sure  of  tliem  ;  says  they  will  l)e 
around  again  before  long.  And  when  Mr.  Blaine  gets  home  he  demon- 
strates astronomically  that  Mars  could  not  have  any  moons,  and  with  such 
a  scientific  aroma  that  it  would  deceive  the  very  elect,  if  they  di<l  not  know 
that  he  does  not  know,  and  knows  wo  know  that  he  does  not  know  anything 
about  it.  But  as  a  tour  deforce  it  was  captivating.  We  could  only  sarrass 
him  in  retort  by  suggesting  what  a  pity  he  had  waited  for  l*rofcssor  IlalPs 
back  to  be  turned  before  confounding  science.  Then  he  flourishes  his 
carpenter^s  rule: 

••  If  the  sun  were  a  two-foot  globe.  Mars  would  be  represented  by  a 
largish  pin's  head  revolving  in  a  (circle  G45  feet  in  diameter.  Now,  your 
new  nKK)ns  are  only  allowed  to  be  ten  miles  in  diameter,  on«j-four  hun- 
dredth the  size  of  Mars.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  the  human  eye  can 
discern,  over  a  hundred  feet  away,  a  speck  no  bigger  than  the  four  hun- 
dredth part  of  a  pin's  head?  Can't  do  it.  Nobody  ever  did  it.  Mai*s 
hasn't  any  moons.     If  he  has,  nobody  ever  saw  them." 

••  Is  EYofessor  Hall  a  knave,  then  ?  " 

*'  Oh,  no.  I  suppose  something  crawle<l  across  the  glass.  Or  he  saw 
a  candle  spark  flying  around.  He  never  saw  any  moons.  It  is  only  a 
cow's  foot  in  the  croitk  of  milk." 
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Ti.  Mr.  Bliiii.f,  fr-.m  Hon.  H.  S.  Fiwtc: 

Xew  Obi£ahi.  Mtuvti  35.  tO. 

Feeling  tuanrad  thil  ytra  ax*  not  iuililtHnuil  ui.  Ihn  fiUc  of  ik>  UU 
jieniltng  In  tlio  SLiinie  tut  the  bonefll  uf  tlie  ■'  ll'-diudist  PiiilttiiUag 
lluustr.*'  unci  knnwlng  well  the  lllienility  »f  Toiir  Unnjwr  and  jom  trMtla 
fruiD  erKrylhinjc  liku  p«Uy  kdiI  DArrow  prajudtnu,  wbethttraanliaBklarMe- 
Ukrimi,  I  hBTO  Teniurtxl  (u  nuke  an  (•Arneit  ttppcal  to  jua.     .     ,     . 

Scnnlur  BnJIuy,  u  jrou  know,  hu  olmrge  uf  IhU  bJU.  ...  I  wraH 
him  k  Imtt^  nboiiL  U>ii  daya  &gti,  In  whifh  1  ntalod  ihnt  if  be  jtulpvl  It 
expadlont,  I  wouM  addrr-M  you  nuRb  n  iraniniunimlion  ri»  th«  prati^nl  on*. 
.  .  .  IVIlboul  hi*  tonuol  ootiM'nl.  I  eiii-lose  j-ou  hb  ruspanne,  .  .  . 
\ri  nxuting  vrlilcb  you  viW  ura  how  much  ntMimod  Mid  ntspmied  jroa  tn 
by  n  Southern  Seiuiiur  of  pollili-Al  priiK-i))l»!^  iliffuMtii  from  yonr  iwo.  tad 
wlinM' niMillnoiu  and  ^nuivxlt}:  of  i«m|i«r  nnabln  hlrn  ii>  d<i  fall  jiBtiM 
U)  BD  ciniiiont  pnlitioa]  tipponunt. 

"...  Ily  all  mpana  wrJb^  to  Mr.  Blalnn,  and  soUiJt  hU  great  inOfr 
enoti  in  belialf  of  tba  bill.  His  bHuil  liuil  buart  apprtiva  thU  m-C  o(  Justin 
and  b«noflctTnr«  tn  a  gtyuu  charity,  (utd  ho  !■  ohq  o[  the  faw  nicn  uf  gnat 
prainiuiriii'e  tn  public  life  tlini  will  dam  hj  follow  thv  pronipilags  of  lui 
goaoroNH  ll>Ull^^" 

.  .  .  WluUKVt^r  Miurw  yim  may  <.<uiic1ude  u>  aiiopt,  ]  Hbnil  bmciow 
not  (he  luM  your  wami  political  and  pononal  frinnd,  aa  I  bave  been  it 

(  :iiii    lii>pii]ir  ili:ii   I  In' day  U  mil   far  ilislaiu  when   ilie  poople  of   Sf« 
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to  guess,  I  would  say  he  was  from  Pennsylvania;  and  if  I  were  to  guess 
furtlier,  would  say  he  was  from  Washington  county,  and  perhaps  from 
Cannonsburg,  the  only  place  I  ever  saw  whore  the  people  began  to  pre- 
pare for  the  Sabbath  on  Saturday  evening/^  He  was  educated  at  Jeffer- 
son College. 

I>r.  B.  wore  an  old  slouch  hat  and  shaggy  overcoat,  and  did  not  look 
clerical.  Some  of  your  old  college  friends  and  others  inquire  for  you 
^th  great  interest,  Alex.  Wilson  among  the  number. 

To  M.  : 

Augusta,  August  1.  1879. 

.  .  .  The  dust  from  your  chariot  wheels  had  not  subsided  before  I 
found  myself  engaged  in  a  little  round  with  Alice,  who  hoped  she  should 
never  be  called  selfish  again,  seeing  she  had  not  hesitated  to  give  you  her 
lisle  thread  gloves,  when  yours,  through  your  own  carelessness  in  the  su- 
preme moment  of  your  departure,  were  found  wanting.  In  vain  your 
father  assured  her  that  lisle  threat!  gloves  grow  on  every  bush,  and  that 
he  would  make  her  a  present  of  half  a  dozen  pairs.  The  little  maid  would 
have  her  will,  and  said  *•  Nav,  we  are  even."  And  then  the  three  who  were 
left,  Alice,  the  pater,  and  I,  adjourned  to  the  billiard-room,  where  I  looked 
on  at  this  child  beating  what  Emmons  and  K.  would  call  her  governor, 
dropping  her  cue  in  the  middle  of  the  game,  and  vanishing  without  cere- 
mony as  she  remembered  that  the  ice-cream  for  her  picnic  was  unonlered. 

Six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  While  wc  were  at  dinner  I  received  a  tele- 
gram from saying  he  would  like  to  spend  Sunday  with  as.     Needless 

to  say  1  telegraphed  back,  **  Delighted,"  though  it  made  Emmons  wince. 
as  he  had  arranged  to  go  to  Old  Orchard  with  Orville  Baker  to-morrow.  But 
he  is  a  generous  boy  and  refuses  to  leave  me  in  the  lurch,  so  tliat  arrange- 
ment has  been  unarranged.  Then  came  the  getting  off  to  the  picnic. 
A.  E.  took  the  Iloman  wagon  and  Yorick,  and  drove  out  A.  T.  M.  and  D., 
a  freezer  of  ice-cream,  A.  P.  MorrilTs  umbrella,  which  in  an  evil  moment 
he  had  left  here,  and  wraps  enough  for  an  arctic  country  in  case  the 
weather  should  change.  As  soon  as  they  were  comfortably  off,  I  devoted 
myself  to  Mr.  Hale  and  your  father,  packing  the  latter\s  bag  and  mending 
his  old  alpac^a  coat.  Then  the  new  horse  was  put  to  the  borrowed  buggy, 
and  your  father  and  Mr.  Hale  mounted  and  Tom  took  the  nothing  which 
was  left  for  a  seat  and  drove  them  down. 

August  3.  .  .  .  Your  father  got  home  at  two  this  morning  very  tired 
and  perhaps  a  little  cross.  He  had  a  tine  meeting  at  Saco. 
Emmons,  your  father,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  F.  —  you  see  I  do  not  pay  much 
attention  to  precedence  —  have  just  started  on  a  drive,  your  father  holding 
the  reins.  As  Mr.  Reed  is  on  the  back  seat,  imagine  the  way  in  which  his 
eyes  will  wander  from  those  horses.     .     .    . 

August  6.  .  .  .  Mr.  Frye  was  here  to  breakfast,  he  came  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  spoke  in  the  evening.  I  went  to  hear  him,  and  was  capti- 
vated.    He  and  your  father  have  now  gone  to  Mt.  Vernon,  driving  over. 
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Jutt  txirnre  Uicj-  [^<t  nwajr.  Mr.  lUo  tunivd  up,  iliiMfl  wiUi  u>,  ud  vw  te 
bu  lell  for  Morriilgenucli-  .  .  .  I1ui  limll  fans  txima  bringing  w  t. 
hlifli)}'  prlitxl  l«rt«r  fn>m  W&lkfsr  uul  a  poatnl  Trom  luntuuci*.  Walhc 
TvDlriM  Ihmnk*  for  n  chenk,  Wk]  KiutiniM  ukkfurnn  X,  mimI  lluuimavi 
mill  tinio  may  fcs>-  t'"t  ntum-;  i*  nooili-d  fomvirr.  TliurHlar  n<>un  I  ■«! 
tn  HiiTliriiiinil  wlUi  jirur  fHilier,  wlio  laft  fnr  rortlauil.  Miil  Kitiery.  »ak 
llatnDbm,  while  1  roturtunl  with  Uin  Biitliops  in  (lieir  aa. 

Anpwl  10.  .  .  .  Sund&y  aJlumouD  agnin,  and  .Ur.  Kcnb  pfMdN* 
;iii  aalriuii.'i^i1  Hurnion.  in  whitli  I  wm  mucli  IbtarosiRil,  iimJ  tbtn  tlinnar.  "H- 
lluira  lieitii:  nti  B|if>li'  |>ln  lefl.  Alice  bwlc  it  np  in  Mr.  Koob ;  and  tlib  i*  in.', 
'riu!  Ilbru-jr  mhI  Ulll&nl-nmm  u«  botli  full  pf  men.  It  la  fxiMng  tnr.tt 
nullnnl  iiflcniMiii,  tti«  »k}'  nil  IutiiIt  bhiit  luid  cIoihIii,  Uir  nitli  all  fi^wj 
griMiu,  iuhI  I  Ain  -toliig  i"  f"  «w  if  your  fullier  will  not  dri«-o  nnntnil  (\illiirf 
witli  mr.  for  ho  liiui  never  iiwin  it,  Mnnday  «ft»ni(»on,  A  n'rlork.  .  .  t 
Sinoo  illnnvr  I  horn  htui  out  th«  c&rritl^-.  «i>il  iMMin  lo  tlif  •talioii  f<r 
Kiimiiina.  I>ut  lili>  wcttniiiu  Tiiuifit!  whk  rint  rher«  Ui  gliiddiiii  mr  p;ts.  ud 
I  luuuH  luiini'  tn  lonm  iJml  hi<  hiul  »iml  a  telo^jnin  nariy  in  IbaiiiT  tn  nj-, 
lliiit  ho  WDuliI  iwt  Iwt  hern  till  8.  Father  furffnt  tu  tnll  nni !  .  '  .  J 
took  ray  rldo  ywterday  aflerao«n,  hul  T.  wmihl  go  wlih  us.  anil  ihp  m»-. 
hurwi  h  f  »ro««lvnly  alow.  Wirn  wb  won-  a>Mmt  half-w-ay  tlironi^.  ync 
fnlli«r  ■nixiil  llie  n'ititt  ami  whip,  anil  ilecUrni  lif>  woulil  find  nut  wbrllxr 
iliut*  ware  any  g"  in  ihr  rrpnlnm,  Imi  by  rhi>  linio  hn  tuMi  iulmini»un«l 
Ino  iilow*.  T,  was  \ieaiA«  hufwlf.  and  lie  ctoppei).  )|  wn«  enough,  liow 
HV«r,  lu  frntD  tiiat  mnniRit  w«  liad  no  troablo. 


iiMi-  II vliick  iriiiri.  h^n-ini;  li;iil  a  clmrniing  ilav  or; 
;iif\r  A.M.I  Irfl  fnr  \VHl.lol)or"".  Witli  gn>at  -If 
■■■•{    hhn  ii.iHiisI:iir-i  in  x^iiscii  to  nialiu  a  roiiifi.il.il.if 

\\-^\ ilv   i.;i.«-.-<l  l,im   an.l    lii.s    baj    and    liis  .vinr.T 

■  ■'"" I-  "!"■  :iii'l  I"-'  <■""  :il|i;ifa  liiu.  Kmleriuks 

III   Midi   iiiii<')i   iiMgiii^h  (i>  thoolii  pliaet'in,  c-onvcjfJ 

All  il.iy,  Kiiiiniiiis  alon.'  liii-  ii^prestnli'.!  llif  jimior 
ly.  ami  ha- iti-l  ;i-rLT:il.lyfnHiH«d  iIk-  fun.-limi.  ot- 
■iii-t  Tiiilli,"  i-failiiii.',  omiorsiug.  anil  .somiiiij,' tcli^ 
last  V,  tearing;  duvii  town  a  dozen  times  for  his 

.y  -irU.in  i-f  yr.\f\.  hmi  fur  dinn,-r,  the  knife  so  ihitp 
i-r,  |..  iiM.  Iii-  -iHii  wools,  playing  billiards  whenem 
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collected  the  coats,  and  Millie  and  Maggie  and  Tom  and  Emmons  and  1  all 
joined  in  the  search  for  the  hat,  which  finally,  retaining  its  crown  and  rim, 
when  any  respectable  hat  would  have  given  up  the  ghost,  was  found  under  all 
the  newspajHBrs  and  all  the  boolvs,  having  evidently  been  used  all  day  for 
a  cushion  by  every  sitter-down  in  the  library.  I  hovered  on  the  outskirts 
to  bid  him  good-by,  afraid  to  come  recklessly  to  the  front,  lest  he  should 
want  some  money,  and  I  have  only  three  silver  (piarters  in  my  dear  little 
purse ;  I  have  drawn  so  much  money  this  month  —  how  can  any  one  who 
never  listens  to  or  enters  into  a  detail  understand  it?  Hut  M.  is  off  on  her 
travels  imd  Q.  on  his,  and  Emmons  lias  been,  and  Alice  and  T.  to-day,  and 
from  the  grain  tliat  feeds  the  horses  to  the  butter  that  spreads  my  bread,  I 
pay  for  everything. 

August  18.  ...  I  write  now  to  you,  as  connectedly  as  may  l>e  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale,  Mr.  Davis  (Oovernor),  and  Mr.  Bai*tlett  in  the  room. 
The  conversation  too  is  on  Maine  politics  —  that  most  interesting  and  discour- 
aging of  topics  —  for  here  are  the  Democrats  coming  into  the  conventions 
and  capturing  the  (ircenbjickers  in  various  counties,  and  your  father  so  occu- 
pied that  after  he  emerges  from  his  chamber  in  the  morning  I  do  not  require, 
nor  receive,  so  much  civility  jls  a  word  from  him,  and  sometimes  I  am  so 
deeply  disgusted  with  American  politics  —  our  whole  system  of  popular 
government,  with  its  passion,  its  excitement,  disappointment,  and  bitter 
reaction  —  that  any  sphere,  howtjver  humble,  which  gives  a  man  to  his 
family,  seems  to  me  hatUw  than  the  prize  of  high  ])lace. 

Mrs.  Hale  cam*?  Friday  evening  with  your  father,  who  boarded  the  train 
on  which  she  was  — not  at  Etna,  but  at  Newport  —  he  having,  after  being 
driven  to  Etna  from  E.  ('orinth,  procured  a  ride  for  himself  on  a  hand 
car  to  Newport,  that  he  might  see  Mr.  DexUjr  about  the  old  wagon.  The 
night  was  dark,  and  fii*st  he  lost  his  hat,  for  which  they  retniced  their  steps 
some  half-mile,  and  then  his  bag  was  found  missing,  and  for  this  they  went 
back  two  miles  but  found  it  not,  but  the  next  morning  at  ten  the  express 
delivered  it,  nuich  the  worse  for  its  travels,  the  Pullman  having:  jjfone  over 
it.  The  contents  were  found  spilled  along  the  side  of  the  track.  One  shirt 
was  cut  all  to  pieties,  the  toil(?t  apparatus  was  never  found,  and  the  bag  was 
mined ;  but  it  never  seemed  t^)  enter  his  dear  head  that  the  escapade  was  a 
risky  and  foolish  one,  and  not  to  be  expected  from  a  man  of  his  habits,  and 
although  he  saw  Mr.  1).  he  forgot  to  a^k  the  price  at  which  the  wagon  was 
sold,  so  we  were  in  as  much  uncertiiinty  as  ever.  Clarence  came  from 
Portland  and  spent  Saturday  with  us,  stopping  in  (iardiner  to  hear  Eugene 
speak  that  evening,  and  Emmons  drove  down  after  tea  in  the  darkness  and 
rain,  caiTying  along  Mr.  Updegratr,  and  at  eleven  or  shortly  after  they  all 
arrived  at  this  hospitable  mansion,  where  a  couple  of  bottles  of  champagne 
and  a  good  supper  helped  out  the  welcome  which  was  awaiting  them. 
While  at  breakfast  yesterday,  Mr.  S.'s  card  was  sent  in.  Your  father  was 
not  np,  but  Emmons  saw  him  and  told  him  where  to  go  to  church,  and 
invited  him  to  dinner  at  two.  The  day  was  dreadfully  i"ainy,  but  Mrs.  II., 
Clarence,  Emmons,  and  I  braved  the  discomfort  of  a  long  ride  for  the  sake 
of  hearing  Mr.  Ecob,  who  gave  us  a  delightful  ser\''ice ;  and  then  we  came 


hontd  tn  find  ynur  faUurr  aUll  in  ImJ.  where  bo  utAvnl  till  ilitnitr-iiuu',  oW 
Iiv  got  u)>  aiiil  uaniu  iluwn  lo  oiioct  Uio  hot  In  IiIr  niont  dvligbcful  uuumM, 
naniiig,  talking,  nuUing  wkIsmb*  in  U»  wwn  tHimiUblo  ws;.  lill  Mr.  it 
■on  UauBlf  Bwv,  oonby  ta^to  4n,  wfcilo  Mr.  L'lNlognir  uudr  m 
praiMM  oi  goiag,  Imt  •(■y«4  tfgW  ■■  UU  dcruu  »'eIock.  anJ  tiinn  Mn. 
MUlUon  tMOD  lo  iMt  and  Mug  hjmn  mmI  "  rinxfore  "  all  Oie  vraiBK. 
<1*nnmiwuDt  UiU  morning,  mii]  your  (stJter  iwil  ir|iiliigndr  luid  S.  inj 
(ifiVRrnnr  Ilnviii  lu  WiiiUiritp  aL  one.  flrel  linvinf;  a  dlniiur  bare,  uid  iheuM 
four  Mr.  ll.l»rt  fnr  WnK^rvillt',  aiid  it  bo*  mbitsd  uid  rsitutd  and  nUntd.tal 
nuw  ftt  vIoTisn  in  tliu  i.>«iuiIuk  Emmons  ha»  Jiut  t^ie  for  Mr.  lUle:.  ami  tin 
Wbitlirup  U'Ain  hu  ivUimrd,  luid  titvy  have  all  had  snppwr  bprv,  ami  no* 
with  the  linitvnii!)  d|wiiliis  >»>d  iliv  Aooih  diy^oeadliiB  Kmmnns  ralum, 
UriuKiiitf  Mr-  IUI»  and  followed  tijr  |i.,  bringing  up  Mr.  Itowues  ami  Itr. 
Camplwll.  wild  urn  Ui  gu  baok  im  Iba  Pulluiiui,  ajid  who  will  apmii  Oa- 
ItttunneiUniu  lioun  in  litu  llltiwy. 

To  Mr.  KUiiiit,  from  Si-crat«ry  Ev»rU  : 

WiKUMtu,  Vt-,  AncBrtSS,  71. 
...     I  fool  a  gooA  deal  of  on»llikii>.-«  Uial  we  shall  cumfe  oiit  all  riftt 
In  your  Midtti-  elcctlxn.     II  wi>  'lu,  vou   will  liavo.  un<l  alioulil  ban.  Ii» 
credit  fin-  It. 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker: 

St.  Paul,  Minx.,  August  30,  1879. 

.  .  .  Next  Tuesday  is  the  day  of  the  Republican  State  Convention, 
and  1  shall  sail  in  for  a  political  ac<iuaintance  among  the  delegates  on  that 
clay.     I  have  been  this  morning  to  see  a  County  Convention  in  session. 

Now,  one  thing,  and  don't  forget  this.  You  nmst  have  a  telegram  sent 
mo  from  home  on  the  afternoon  of  tlic  election,  as  early  in  the  evening 
as  possible,  say,  by  seven  or  eight  o'clock,  stating  what  the  probable 
results  are,  and  have  it  sent  to  M(;tro2>(>litan  Hotel,  as  the  office  will  bo 
closed.     I  want  an  accurate  one,  for  my  own  information. 

Tell  Mons,  if  he  can  spare  the  time  from  his  French  audiences,  I  wish 
he  would  ask  Mr.  Stratton  to  make  out  a  certiticate  of  the  fact  tliat  I  am  a 
member  of  the  bar  in  Maine  and  send  it  out  here  to  me.  T  shall  want  it 
when  I  apply  for  admission  in  Minnesota.  Tell  Moiis  also  not  to  forgot 
my  Stephen's  Pleading. 

This  from  the  **  Pioneer  Press"  of  this  morning.  Don't  you  tliink  tlie 
family  is  quite  well  advertised  in  Minn.  ? 

A   CHIP  OF  THE   OLI»    HLOCK. 

Maine  LcUer  to  Ifie  Xcio  York  TriOune. 

'*  Mr.  Emmons  Blaine,  the  second  son  of  the  Senator,  who  graduated 
last  year  at  llai'vard  and  is  now  studying  law,  shows  a  decided  taste  and 
aptitude  for  political  work.  He  is  the  right-hand  man  of  his  father 
\n  the  labors  of  the  central  committee,  and  is  doing  some  very  creditable 
stump-speaking.  Next  week  he  is  going  away  u])  to  the  valley  of  the 
upper  St.  Johns,  a  journey  involving  a  ride  of  nearly  one  hundred  miles 
through  a  wilderness,  to  visit  some  French  C'anadian  settlements  and 
speak  to  the  natives  in  their  own  language.  This  venturesome  experi- 
ment, it  is  said,  was  never  tried  before  in  a  Maine  canvass.'' 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Col.  John  Hay : 

Cleveland,  September  11,  1879. 

Pass  greatly  on !  Thou  that  hast  <»vercome  I  .  .  .  You  have  won 
the  most  prodigious  personal  victory  of  the  time. 

From  Walker : 

St.  Paul,  September  l;i,  1879. 

.  .  .  The  Maine  election  has  been  a  great  victory,  for  which,  praise 
be  to  father.  I  think  it  deserves  to  be  recorded  as  his  gi'eatest  pei*sonal 
triumph. 

.  .  .  Everything  the  country  over  looks  most  cheering  for  Republi- 
can victory  next  year,  but  really  1  have  something  the  feeling,  —  **  What 
care  I  how  fair  she  be,  if  she  be  not  fair  to  me ! "     For  if  anybody  deserved 
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l!  bA  (lne»,  oni!  b"W  nrr  w*  pting  lo  \w  untbiuuwtM:   virx  .     B«  I 

bn>Uhe  noi. 

Ty  Mr.  Htnili«,  fn-m  Hon.  Jnliii  H.  Ewiug: 

WAMiiixnTON.  Sffpirnlwr  ii.  I»n. 
.     .     .     Voiir  friwiil»  bun-  are  vitj-  ili-itlroMii  timl  you  simll  Ti*li  j«m 
oM  hutne  Itefnra  yua  i-plum  ErsI.  '   I  nni  iiwnro  of  ytyni  niMit  ))n|;>|:rinnli. 
trol  Mill  hope  ym  nui  wt  amutfce  ■**  to  jrlvo  lui  n  pctsurDC  vUtt.     Then  tt 
nn  pl«w  in  thii  wIiIl*  nrorld  wherr  yon  haT«  «o  nMii]'  warm  friiirjdti. 

To  Mr.  lUaiiic.  from  Walkur: 

St.  Pacl.  Mink.,  Octalxsr  T.  IICJ. 
...  I  »]m>  snnd  JDii  tliD  lirinttNl  nr|;umiml  nabnittU-ri  b;  {;()vniuc 
Itevia  ruiJ  &Ir.  Liiwry,  luiil  i-upy  uT  lotior  addreaixwl  bi  tiie  •ftvutttj 
iif  U)(!  IntuHur,  aikI  Auonirj-linnaiml.  .  .  .  Ploaso  •](>  whiil;»v«r  jw 
iMui  ill  tjie  inBtUir.  Many  of  Uit)  ;^>nlluuit!ii  whu  tu«  tfanx  mini  uj 
hknuuvd,  yoM  kiiuw .  Thoy  sru  good  R(tpii)>ti(«n«  «nd  old  triBnds  of  totmi 
and  most  lionomlilo  men,  antt  1  cnn't  faalp  bolioviiig  thnt  the  rotpomoliilib 
fairly  balnngi  on  olhur  shoulder*  tlian  ihora  opon  which  Ui«  iroprvtU 
Dutchm&n  is  trying  U>  put  it.  .  .  .  I  leii  thitt  you  are  to  spoak  in  Ion 
City  on  tho  llih.  CnDDOl  you  manage  It  m  as  to  <.-oiim  ben  by  «  ,  ~ 
Stnux  City,  If  yon  only  stay  (hr  a  day  or  two.     Yon  would  ^njoy  th«  tri|^^ 


I  II 


iM  I  kn. 


.,,1.. 


oiild  I 


11  kn.n 


„.  ,,,JK 

mIi.'It  [  fM'iviseil  ihi-  frci-i 
li.'kut;  tliir.1.  1  Il:iv<'  ^liitl.'i 

^,.  ,.,1, 

.k  .-viTv  evci.i.ij:.  inslnioli 
ami   1  \\m\   lliat  il  i,  liki-[v 

11  in  llie  l:i« 
.  I>c  -if  grfi: 

r;n!r 

In-  iind  sys(cm«(i/o.  mj-  kr 
1  i'iiiMiir:i':i'il  siiifi'  1  liave   V 
ofliii^^atioTi.     Idoirt  bvim 
■iili  work  1  Mti  b,-.-orae'a  pr 
■,■  ;i-   !   iiH-iilallv  measure  o 

et-n  about  (he 
mean,  ihinl 

eHvp>odi'nr. 
Iic'r  men  in-i 

BIOGRAPHY    OF   J^iMES    G.    BLAINE.  477 

To  v.: 

New  York,  November  9,  1879. 

.  .  .  Here  I  am,  having  a  most  delightful  second  visit.  Mr.  Blaine 
is  with  me.  .  .  .  We  are  just  from  church,  all  but  Mr.  Blaine,  who 
spent  the  precious  hours  in  which  I  was  learning  how  to  bring  up  a 
family,  in  writing  an  article,  as  many  pages  ^f  closely  covered  manuscript 
lying  on  the  table  testify ;  and  as  the  children  are  too  old  to  be  now  set  in 
other  grooves,  perhaps  he  is  the  happier  for  not  being  made  to  see  how 
much  we  have  left  to  nature  and  to  Providence,  which  we  ought  as  parents 
to  have  pursued  and  trained. 

.  .  .  Mr.  Blaine,  as  you  know,  is  in  the  best  of  health  and  spirits, 
while  Grant  is  booming  along,  and  welcome,  if  I  were  the  only  one  to  be 
consulted. 

From  Walker : 

.  .  .  The  newspapers  are  full  of  the  great  Senator  [Chandler] .  So 
fitr  as  reputation  is  concerne<1,  he  died  at  the  very  ])innacle  of  his  personal 
fame.  It  is  very  curious  to  me  to  see  how  the  ideas  that  two  years  ago 
were  unpopular  and  would  not  have  brought  men  into  prominence,  are, 
by  the  whirl  of  politics,  so  popular  that  to-day  everybody  applauds  tlie 
course  and  laments  the  dead.  .  .  .  Father  luul  a  glorious  meeting  in 
New  York,  and  politics  are  all  afloat,  and  no  one  can  tell  how  the  wind  will 
blow,  save  that  it  will  always  blow  for  me  from  Augusta,  where  is  the 
heart  and  hearth  and  home  of  ever  yours. 

November  15,  1879.  I  send  you  by  tliis  mail  a  copy  of  the  morning's 
paper,  in  which  you  will  find  a  little  squib  of  mine  anent  the  (xarcelon 
declaration  of  war  and  an  editorial  comment  thereon.  I  don^t  believe 
Garcelon  and  the  council  will  dare  try  any  such  game,  or  that  it  will  ever 
come  to  anything,  but  I  thought  it  could  do  no  harm  to  start  a  war-whoop 
in  this  far  West. 

November  20.  ...  I  think  Grant  will  be  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency. Father  can  afibrd  to  wait,  even  though  he  never  gets  it.  But  have 
you  observed  that  he  is  more  popular  than  ever  throughout  the  country,  and 
I  think  we  can  content  ourselves  witli  that,  and  let  Grant  be  President. 

To  Emmons : 

Augusta,  November  21,  79. 

This  is  one  of  my  tavern  weeks  —  the  board  being  spread  for  all  who 
oome.  The  Republican  crowd  melted  away  by  Wednesday  —  Mr.  Reed 
going  that  day  at  noon.  .  .  .  Ft.  Smith  &  Little  Rock  has  fallen  from 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  to  thirty-two. 

Father  had  made  up  his  mind  this  morning  to  give  five  hundred  dollars 
to  the  Old  Ladies^  Home,  and  it  looks  like  a  slap  in  the  face  from  Prov- 
idence to  find  things  going  the  wrong  way  in  the  afternoon.  Dont  you 
think  8oP 


HintinAfiir  or  jmiks  g.    rlaittk. 


Tbn  l«»t  tii'wii,  ot  report  of  Uie  ■Itostion,  U  th«  mnvonlit^  of  the  Sopfrw 
Court  Al  AuiriatA>  MonilHy,  Ihn  Chief  Justice  In  tba  i^luur  —  ili'Hii^h  ihii  ii 
not  tho  nnnio  of  liia  vml, 

Vnnr  faUit^r  in  b  Ihe  tnMt  of  splritA,  tliougli  wlt»t  ■■  to  he  tiw  vaA  iif  tliii 
auila':itj'  on  inn  knnWH.  t)«i  cxpo>U  tiuw  t>t  IcAvv  town  Sunditj,  Oi<>»»b  I 
ilnnt  bfliovt-  li<-  i-nn.  George  Wuelui  and  Air.  Spni^*^  ar«  now  in  coiuul- 
UiioD  Willi  him  In  Ui«  lilirao'.  Ilnve  ;oii  an  overMwt  for  Mr.  Brawn  ?  U 
j'ou  li»V(i  tiiH.  I  (h«tl  tK!  unilM'  tUu  painful  nennwitj'  uf  giring  faun  aoMr 
nno.  >ui  t  ittunot  boo  him  driv«  In  ^oar  (alhtT'ii  old  li]ii«  flannel,  b  tb« 
li«»vy  ov«rmai  hMiging  lien*  j-ouiii,  and  >ha11  1  g^vn  ii  F  It  looks  M 
hanilaonio.  <'aroIiim  lias  cuoked  two  liDiidnnl  and  fifty cIiickwBsiBwJi^j, 
and  la  now  beginning  on  turkoiro.  She  Is  mora  la  be  dnwdod  <J»ii  lb* 
fnxoK  wbk-h  have  killed  off  alt  tlit-  CuldwDll  Uirkfja  on  which  J  alwifi 
depund  f»r  Chriaiinas.  Mv  jMin  will  not  permit  of  furthnr  writing,  but  m 
loTR  know*  no  limtUtioiu. 


I  Ho 


,  \V.  K.  Clwi.aUo 


\V*»imtoT«>s,  Dwemlior  1.^.  ICT. 
lighting  Uio  Italtlo  wiihnut  our  duaftotn.  tV 
like  lo  flghl  08  wpII  as  lip  .mw 
flgbl  thtnl  term  and  all  who  boat  us  bofnrv,  anleH 
w«  pitch  in.  ForlMtanuMO  biwani  tlio  ii-nwd  la  folly.  \V«  must  W  Mtc 
ddent  and  aggrejialM ;  and  If  we  am.  iliero  are  miuiy  signs  tliat  we  sh»Il 


ynu  know  I  think  tlie  ImIovmI  iXatm 
did?    But  u'< 


Th  Mi-.  l!!^,ihr.  IV,, .11  Kill 


CiiK  A.;u,  .Janiiarr  ;il,  lii-Ji. 
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XVT. 

SECRETARY   OF   STATE. 

A  S  the  day  of  the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1880 
-^-^  clrew  near,  the  masses  of  the  Republican  party  signi- 
fied more  and  more  clearly  their  choice.  The  defeat  of  1876 
seemed  at  once  and  permanently  to  have  intensified  the  desii'e 
of  Republicans  that  Mr.  Blaine  should  be  the  candidate.  His 
four  years  in  the  Senate  had  widened  the  desire,  had  deepened 
it  to  determination.  Sundry  leaders  of  the  paity  were  fain  to 
lead  in  other  directions.  Some  were  inspired  by  an  honorable 
personal  ambition  which  their  great  ([ualities  and  great  service 
justified.  The  larger  part  of  the  ()i)position  is  best  suggested 
in  a  characteristic  reference  by  Mr.  John  Hay  to  that  "lofty 
and  magnanimous  spirit  to  which  malice  and  meanness  were 
so  impossible,  and  therefore  so  furiously  hostile.''  The  whole 
country  knew  that  in  Mr.  Blaine  they  were  dealing  with  an 
independent  and  unlxMiding  force,  and  all  that  was  not  warmly 
with  him  was  desperate  against  him.  But  against  him  no 
other  political  leader  had  any  showing.  Many  Democrats 
avowed  more  or  less  oi)enly  that  they  would  regard  being 
beaten   by  him  as   next  to  success. 

General  Grant  was  in  the  distinguished  retirement  of  an 
ex-President,  the  victorious  general  of  modern  history.  His 
warmest  friends  could  desire  nothing  better  than  that  he  should 
so  remain.  But  the  men  who  sought  above  all  things  Mr. 
Blaine's  defeat  were  ready  to  sacrifice  General  Grant's  brilliant 
repose  to  their  purpose.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  con- 
sented to  their  scheme  with  reluctance  and  under  misapprehen- 
sion ;  that  he  was  led  to  believe  that  the  American  people  were 
not  unalterably  opposed  to  a  third  term,  if  that  third  term 
were  his  term — notwithstanding  that  one  of  his  chief  mana- 
gers, a  brave  and  popular  genei-al,  was  rejected  as  a  delegate  in 
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his  own  district,  and  tliat  ten  distrioto  out  of  iiuiot«eu  iu  Grutt^ 
own  StKlv  \ii  lllinoict  pn^lMted  tlial  Ute  delegates  for  Grant  w«i* 
ftsuduleDtly  iitntson,  till  the  convention  was  forced  to  nspMb 
Lhnm  and  to  udmit  tb«  riglitfully  cbowu  delegates.  Fnetubi 
wrote  Oenunil  (trunt  hdvining  him  to  withdnw.  HfTimitng  tlak 
it  was  an  nutntfje  mi  him  to  put  him  into  this  fight,  and  that  lift 
would  Kurely  be  beatfin  at  the  ik>Ui*  if  hv  wore  noniiDaliMl :  but 
othtT  vuuiiaeU  h«ld  \\\*  attention. 

Mr.  BUino  apjirehended  nothing  sinister  or  altcrior  in  Gen- 
«ral  Gnuit'a  puriM»s«,  but,  under  lh«  virciunstance^  Iwliet-ei' 
his  (^ndiditcy  tii  be  a  nienac^e.  and  Itis  election  n  dangmiia 
prece<lenL  There  won  no  emergency  to  rail  for  the  innovaliMi, 
nor  had  President  (trunt's  civil  (ulminiMtrutiuD  been  so  c«i«[»* 
liotiidly  suci-t^iwful  as  to  juntify  it.  The  eleittioii  of  any  Itepnb- 
litran  jirexident  was  doubtful.  The  election  of  OK-Prcnidcnt 
(irant  noernvd  to  Mr.  Kluine  kk  imjimrticabU'  as  it  wwt  unde!U^ 
a!il«.  Mr.  Hlaitte'n  opimnentft  asxuroed  not  only  that  Grant  w« 
the  only  man  whose  hold  ufmn  Ibu  people  was  Htniug  enough 
to  surmount  Mr.  Blnine'is  imt  that  it  was  stixmg  enough  \a 
oafbrue  hifi  election  if  by  any  means  hi»  nomination  could  b«j 
ne«ured.     Tliey  wcpp  willing  to  jmt   his  iiiiini'  and    faun-  tn 
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State  stealers,  and  I  hope  will  satisfy  the  grumblers  who  have 
been  anxiously  hoping  Mr.  Blaine  would  make  a  mistake.  .  .  . 
But  the  anti-Grant,  pro-Blaine  men  are  fighting  without  a  leader ; 
they  are  very  valiant,  but  are  flopping  like  a  chicken  with  his 
head  cut  off.  Perhaps,  wlien  Maine  Ls  disposed  of,  our  captain 
will  mount  the  saddle  instead  of  running  alongside  holding  on 
to  Grant's  stirrups.  There,  do  not  be  mad  at  that,  it  is  mild 
compared  with  my  feelings. 

*^  I  am  glad  he  lies  in  lied  till  noon.  I  do  not  want  him  to  be 
sick.  But  more  men  are  slaving  and  exciting  themselves 
for  him  all  over  this  country  than  ever  did  for  a  man  l)efore. 
He  thinks  that  is  all  right,  he  is  getting  used  to  it." 

And  to  Mr.  Blaine :  "  I  hope  you  will  take  the  leash  off  your 
friends  and  let  them  go  to  work.  Pennsylvania  showed  clearly 
that  Grant  could  not  1h;  elected.'' 

Walker,  returned  to  Minnesota  from  Maine,  felt  the  thrill 
with  youthful  intensity  but  jireserved  his  gmvity.  "It  was 
delightful  and  made  nie  feel  as  if  I  Inilonged  here,  to  l)e 
welcomed  Imck  as  I  was.  I  think  the  position  father  takes 
admirable,  but  I  sincerely  trust  that,  hai)pen  what  may,  nol)ody 
in  the  country,  no  matter  how  hostil(»,  will  have  any  right  to 
say  that  he  is  a  chronic  seeker  foi-  the  nomination.  Pei'sonally 
it  does  not  worry  or  annoy  me  as  it  di<l  in  '70." 

March  8.  "  I  want  the  light  nuule  fairly  and  squarely  from 
tliis  out.  If  Grant  is  nominated  he  is  going  to  l)e  defeated  ; 
if  he  is  defeated  we  sha'n't  rt»gain  thc^  Republican  ascciiidency 
for  many,  many  yeai-s.  .  .  .  But  I  wish  that  forever  we 
might  be  out  of  all  lights  or  win  tlu»m.  And  if  you  ever  hear 
of  me  in  [)olitics  it  will  l)e  as  nothing  high«»r  than  a  Wanl 
Alderman  to  whi(jh  I  shall  l)c  bidden  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
my  fellow  countrymen."  Ten  days  later  he  was  *"  too  engrossed 
in  the  politics  of  the  (*ountry  to  give  great  attention  t4»  the  laws 
of  the  State ! " 

So  far  iis  his  own  nomination  was  (concerned  Mr.  Blaine 
could  not  Ije  aroused.  He  declared  that  he  was  likt^  the  old 
soldier  who  always  counted  himself  for  dead  when  the  Imttle 
opened,  so  every  time  he  came  out  alive  it  was  clear  gjiin  ;  but 
he  was  frankly  against  the  tliird-tvrm  movement,  which  he 
considered  unwarrantable  in  its  purpose  and  methods.     *'  Mr. 
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Blftiuv."  xaid  u  letter  ol  thv  timr.  "  vaIImmI  to  Mr.  CaiHrw'i 
hiiUM'  witli  hitri  aiul  Mr.  KobcHoii  a  ni)^t  nr  Iwii  nga  aftn  tlaj 
hml  iMwn  lie IV.  anil  talked  plainly  «boat  Uit*  third  tann;tald 
Mr.  Csnieron  lie  wotiM  (fIxUy  givn  #50,000  to  be  free  bnni 
wiit[«  (tiid  ihongH  tluit  tmnnd  him  mi  tliat  lit*  could  make  W 
witli  lirin  iuid  ( 'nnkliuf;  frir  llip  ^iv«t  cHuu^  tjiey  nrr  caamnu 
in  fnroiiig  (irant  ii)ion  tin  nnivillinif  pt'ople.  Mr.  KUinegcIRM 
iiiip«tii-nt  Komrl imtit  <ivi-r  In-it));  n  >nni]idHt4.-  that  lie  can  ku^f 
eniituin  hiimu'lf.  If  it  were  mtt  fitr  tlie  )u<»i»  involved  in 
I  do  not  think  \w  wouUt  ho«ilAt*?  one-)uilf  minut«t  in  ftarriibtaf 
nny  iHNwililu  )inriiidcni-y  Hiid  riishin^  full  fmnt  into  the 
third  t4'nn  fi'giii.  iifnvnX  H.  mvB  if  Onint  U  nominated,  n 
Dt-nKMTBtir  nnmini<i<  can  wvc  him  from  being  Iiralatn,  vw^ 
Tild.-n." 

Kvery  wei^k  tltc  f xtranrrlimiri-  niyeney  ini'rmiMrd  —  wr^encj 
that  Mr.  Blainv  slintild  winh  thf  noiniiutimi,  tital  hr  aIiouM 
wAnl  tliP  iiominaliim:  nr^nmHiu  wfjv  pliod  to  nicmhcnt  ii(  hit 
fnmily  to  induce  .tliein  to  induce  hiiu  tti  want  it,  to  work  (or  iL 
"  He  awn  it  to  hitmudf  luid  to  liis  fneiuU  >U)  ovor  thiK  imiiBU^ 
witn  nre  mady  to  Muiriflce  everytiiing  for  hiit  ituuceKH,  t<i  do  all, 
that  lieK  in  his  power  to  win  at  Chiraei*."  Every  ph-ji  »f  j«rt» 
IVi.llV  »;.-    iis,..i,      "■Ili.T-    is    iLiMTV    inv.ihvil    th;iii     Mr.   WV.Mw'-. 


TL 


■.i^•\■ 


III.-    II. 


1. 1    1 


nt'     D.'l 


viiL  i.il 


Til.'  pn"iliv  U|..-]l  Mill  In  -i>  In  Cliifilj;..  was  v,.iA  <\v,.\vz. 
■■  I  I--  Ml  ^,.n  h.  Iiav  .Mr.  lihiiiu- lliiiik  i.f  llii>  nmtt.-r.'  It  1„- i- 
oii  il,..  >:i.-iiii.|  In  u-n<\  lii>  ..«n  tiirlil  li.- will  lie  iimiiiiiat^.l.  Il  i- 
ilu.  jii.l-ii„..ii  Mlall  lii>  iVirmls  l„-i,.  tAii-iista]..-v.-iitl..-  LMn-fiil 

.nll.j,|.T,.h-      1I..II.      Iliat      il.'    s| 1,1      ,u..        T      ,lo      ni.t     think     1    .Mil 

|,n.MM^  M:,l,.  Ihis  r.i.,.  ;„  >lr„ni;  as  it  is.  lie  is  a  ,-all.ii.tatr 
.mm!  [i  i-  ri.^JLi  .ni.l  juM  il.ai  )„■  .Lmil,)  use  all  li<.ii„ral.l.-  niwiis 
I,,-..-.  ,11,.  l,iMi,„imi,,ii.,ii,  M.. rr.il  is  ilii..  l„  hi:.  tn..i.,ls.  Il  i^ 
II, I, ■     !,,.■     Ml.    lUaiiii-     t,>   liavi-   aia    man    al    Chirajro  wj.,i 
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is  no  sacrifice  I  could  make  for  his  success  which  I  would  not 
gladly  offer/' 

This,  however,  was  absolutely  out  of  the  question.  It  was  a 
point  to  which  Mr.  Blaine  could  not  bring  himself. 

Geneml  Grant  had  been  making  a  tour  of  tlie  world  and  he 
went  into  the  nomination  contest  tlirough  the  Golden  Gate  of 
the  Pacific,  his  laurels  still  quivering  with  the  world's  plaudits. 
Mr.  Blaine  met  him  with  the  prestige  of  a  defeat  four  yeai*s 
before,  with  what<*ver  antagonisms  might  have  followed  many 
subsequent  battles  ;  but  tlie  miliUiry  conqueror  was  broken. 

The  first  contest  in  the  conventicm  Wiis  made  upon  the  unit  rule, 
or  representation  by  States,  which  Wiis  upheld  by  the  Grant 
men,  against  the  more  direct  district  representtition,  wliich  was 
held  by  the  Bhiine  men.  The  convention  adopted  district  repre- 
Hentcation  by  a  vote  of  449  to  *W(\.  Thirty-six  ImUots  wtM-e 
taken  on  the  nomination.  President  Grant  started  with  304 
votes  and  Mr.  lilaine  with  284  ;  but,  as  in  187i),  Mr.  Jilaine's 
votes  were  from  the  electing  States,  his  opponent's  votes  from 
the  nominating  Statt^s.  Of  other  candidates,  Mr.  Sherman  luid 
93  votes;  Mr.  Elihu  B.  VVashburne,  81  ;  Mr.  George  F.  Kdmunds, 
34  ;  Mr.  William  Wind(Mn,  10. 

Telegnims  between  the  convention  and  Mr.  Bhiine's  house 
were  in  constant  exchange.  Mr.  Frye  reporte<l :  ..."  It  is 
iiard  to  hold  back  your  friends  in  the  Convention,  and  lliey  are 
held  back  agaiimt  my  wishes.  I  sulnnit  only  for  })eace,  In^lieving 
submission  to  Ikj  a  misUike."  Mr.  Hale  tc^legraphed  :  "Ever 
since  morning  our  rooms  have  l)een  crow<led  with  delegates  from 
twenty-three  different  Stiites.  Newspaper  men  say  that  our  crowd 
to-day  has  Ixjen  much  larger  than  all  other  liead-iiuartei-s  com- 
bined. Mr.  Hamlin  has  Ix^en  a  great  accession  and  has  helped  us 
amazingly.  The  unit  rule  will  have  a  hard  road  to  travel.  The 
tough  fight  will  l)e  over  the  legitimate  fruit  of  its  destruction  — 
district  representation.  ...  I  talked  with  General  Arthur 
(of  New  York)  this  morning  fully.  He  is  dead  set  for  the 
unit  rule  —  says  anything  else  would  throw  away  the  power  of 
a  State  in  the  national  convention.  VV^itli  delegations  voting 
individually,  I  think  we  can  beat  the  unit  rule  by  100  —  that 
Grant  is  beaten  as  largely.  Then  we  must  take  our  chances  on 
the  break-up." 
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TelojfrHinH  vamu  all  nifjht  to  WiwliingU>n. 


Mr.  Shemuin  wm  wftkod  by  WMMBgor  (rom  the  ralogrsph  nStv.  ■h>i 
IkIU.  from  ibu  nlJewHlk  bdaw.  that  Ui««  <ru  RniX  oaHttMitMit  In  i  Itlag". 
Mill  Uicj-  thou2>>l  Mr.  Illaliie  onglit  to  know  Jl.  Thmy  had  U-mi  uj.  im« 
luut  found  It  lni)Muwil<ln  Ui  raiiM  nnytiotly :  *'  Uie  iuoitleati^  meatim  id 
Hliiinv'a  nuino  l>y  a  t'ul[ri<mlaii  miiMMl  pOlnr};  and  eonrmtlon  lo  wild 
chmrliiff  for  Rvv  ntlnuUu."  Thun  3Jr.  lUlf  lvl«gnti>hsc  **  Tfa«  Onal  hm 
lua'ln  ■  point  iif  MHiinjc  who  (.■auld  howl  loiidntt  and  Inngsst,  and  rinnd 
nnd  buirnliiHl  And  wnriH]  flag*  for  fifiMtn  minuii!* —  Coiikltn|r  hinwnU  mi- 
>l(«iiondlng  li>  wnTw.  After  Oiey  hwl  tired  lh<-mMlv(r«  out.  lie  Blaine  nwa 
tnuk  it  u]!  and  ilioiiicil  twenty  luiniittM;"  Mr.  Ilaiii  wiya  tlia  flnuit  mx-n  pn 
«non^  nf  It.  Kour  i>f  their  l*)letit  nien  mounted  on  ftciiera  ami  Hal* 
mpunleil  on  thoir  Khoutilera  And  wnvml  llir  S*f.  expticting  wnrr  nii«ate.k 
•laid.  tJiU  lin  •■lionld  fall  Mid  liretdc  l>l«  nex-k.  'Diink  nf  tlu-  ptoilion  lor  i 
man  wh>i  a  oni  un  ruimlmt :  Muanwliiltr  Mr.  Rloino  wont  off  ui  Iwd  iai 
■liH'Iiy.  iu>d  i*  llil»  nuirnlng;  rvailinji;  Iho  pajMre  with  {truvuluiig  indiRnrcDn. 
ild  in  not  of  [■uui-)M>  iridlirviviit,  but  Ito  !•  wlf>|H>«wMHw>d,  Mid  w  hen  I  tioiH 
bSiii  talking  ypitlenlay,  wiOi  all  tha  fnrw  and  flrv  xf  thi<  Scnntr,  1  tbon^l 
It  wan  a  I'ily  !■>  take  liiiu  away  fmni  tbp  SwuUr  aflM"  aJL  Mr.  Chaodlrr 
tvlcifruphw,  n*  thln^  ara  now  hn  ounrider*  tb«  ehamias  of  Mr.  EUaine'i 
nominUion  as  4  l<i  1.  but  not  lo  tic  eounlnd  on  till  It  t.-om«s. 


n.r..iit;li  :!4  kilLiI-.  Mr.  ninini''«'.tTOni;:tJ.  r..,il.l  »..!  I..-  ^!i.ikvn. 

Mr.   Sh.-nit; i.    llir    lliirtirlli    Killoi  rosi-   t,i  IJit.      Mr.  WVh- 

Imnir   \..    II.      Ml.    K.iiT 1<   im-v.t  a-aiii    \viil    .-..   l,i-l,  ..-  u!^ 

il„-  lir.t  ImIImi.  aii.j  \li.  Wiiiilniii  ti.'vrr  liii,'lii.v.  Mi-.  Cniiklin: 
„„  Ml.-  l^n|■l^-tilv|  ImI1..|  ivr,.iM.,i  lii.s  oiiU  \„I...  1.  Il..i.mi 
li.UlirlJ  ..11  lllr  ll,jliv-l..lir-lll  li-.-.>i\.><i  i;  Mi1f>.  Ml.  lUilillfili 
\V:i~liiii-l-ii    ^^.l-    III    <  M|I.^Ta>ll    l<'lri;r"l)>Im'    .'•.rnmuiiiraii..ii    ^>ii!. 

Nh.'    ^r)ilinn.    ;,„.l    ..II     tlir   II. 'Vt     I'lllint    till-    lililili.'   t'niv.-    -.^^^ 

(i,.|irr,,l  <i;ulirl.|  •::.»  .Mlfs.      (Ill  III..  lliirlv-siMli  kilU.T    tl -il- 

Iviii-    l..n.s    i,.ii„,|    111,.   l!h,iji,.    111,-11    ;.iiil   (;,.1-Ii.-1,]    n-i-.-iv,-,l  ■:•',• 

ri,,.  i.snii  w,i^ii...-I  vvl.niu..  I..  Mr.  Iii;iiii.-.  .\,,l  ,,iih  wa-^ld.- 
Il,ir.l[.'in.  m..v.-.iiMiI  .iv,Tllir.>«  u.  I.ilt  li..'  tiuiii  solert.-ii  ^^a^lll' 
.Mih  ,111.1  rl,.-'  rij.'iiil,.i  111. Ill  .ifl.iiMsaii.hisi.in.tions  wiilnvli..Ni 

lir  .'■..iiM    vv.ik   in    hull V  iiii'l    h..|"-.      All  (ieiifiul    (ii.rli.'M- 

|,nlili.  .11   ^^.■,.kll^.ss.  -.,  I.ii   ..-  h.'  li.i.l  aiiv.  l.iv  in  llie  spli.-r..  -f  Hi.' 
Mr.    Hh.i 
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that  he  did  not  know  what  peraonal  opposition  was  or  how  to 
handle  it. 

If  Mr.  Blaine's  friends  could  not  as  readily  as  himself  merge 
regrets  at  his  failure  to  receive  the  nomination,  in  rejoicings 
over  his  essential  and  important  triumph,  they  none  the  less 
overwhelmed  him  with  congratulations.  By  the  sagacity  and 
swiftness  of  his  self-devotion,  he  was  declared  to  have  averted  a 
dangerous  alternative  and  to  have  restored  a  defaced  and  dis- 
honored ideal  of  patriotism ;  and  his  defeat  was  crowned  with 
the  tokens  of  victory. 

The  nomination  by  the  Democrats  of  the  beloved  and  honored 
General  Hancock  increased  the  uncertainty  of  the  result.  An- 
ticipating a  sharp  struggle  between  the  two  parties  Mr.  Blaine 
prepared  for  it  by  rest  at  White  Suli)hur  Springs,  of  which  his 
own  siccount  June  22  is  : 

"  Senator  Booth  and  I  have  fallen  into  a  regular  and  very 
agreeable  routine  ;  rise  at  eight ;  spend  half  an  hour  at  the 
spring ;  breakfast  at  nine  ;  take  our  bath  at  twelve  ;  dine  at  two  ; 
do  nothing  in  particular  until  live  when  we  mount  two  easy 
good  riding  horses  an<l  ride  for  two  hours  ;  at  7.30  tea ;  at  ten 
we  retire. 

"We  have  a  cottage  of  three  rooms  all  to  oui-selves,  and  are 
getting  along  very  lazily  and  very  com  forcibly  and  I  think 
gaining  daily.  My  gout  is  rajjidly  disai)pearing  and  I  think  I 
shall  come  out  all  bright  and  new." 

He  cjime  out,  as  he  hoped,  bright  and  new.  His  spirit 
animated  his  friends,  and  those  who  had  Ixien  fii*st  in  seeking  his 
Domination  were  first  also  in  securing  General  (iarlield's  elec- 
tion. The  '"Plumed  Knight"  of  Mr.  IngersolFs  ehxiuence,  four 
years  before  had  at  once  touched  thi*  imagination  of  men.  Mr. 
Blaine  deprecated  and  disallowed  it,  but  something  of  the  hero- 
worship  which  disappeai-s  only  in  a  nation's  decadence  caught 
the  note  of  fitness,  a  touch  of  the  grace  and  graciousness  of  an 
earlier  time,  and  a  helmet  with  white  ])lume  became  the  signal 
of  the  hosts  who  fcmght  his  battle,  not  under  his  banner,  and 
won  the  victories  he  prized,  the  triumph  of  national  honor  and 
individual  well-being. 

Mr.  Conkling  had  not  been  able  to  accept  defeat  with  the 
patriotic  acquiescence  or  the  cheerful  anticipation  of  better  luck 
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next  time,  whirli  uharnvUiriuM  that  Urp*  \>»rt  nf  tbe  Anunoo 
[Mfopip  tlmt  ii<  iUt<iiii«il  Ui  annual  poliiica]  illRHpixMntm«ttt  It 
runuuned  for  a  while  a  quMtion  whether  h«  would  join  iha 
l{o[>nUi<»ii  (tnuni-ibi,  or  whether  \iv  witiiltl  lU-tivcly  nr  ftasmnlf 
opptMo  tlicin.  His  lii-fuulimi  wimlil  )uive  bL*eii  grrally  regti'tteil, 
Iiw  iulhrHion  was  eaniratly  UeHirfd.  llepublicau->.  lii>vrev«r.  mat 
amililent  ttiat  his  Kininsritv  ami  htsittiiimj  mu?«t  ui  the  eti<l  ImI 
hliu  t«  tlio  rifjlit  iwiiiwe. 

From  lIu>  monwiit  of  .Mr,  (iiirriehl'e  Doininatioii  Mr.  Ulaim 
itlmitifltid  hiiimeU  wiih  hit  frimid.  I>i;tt«ra,  nfilcs.  su^j;geetiinB| 
or^maiiU,  (lurxtiiiiii,  aiiHwen,  flew  lunlc  ami  forth  lKtw<-eu 
tJiem.  Mr.  lilauiv  Iw-llKm^lit  hiniiu>lf,  ocuuaionally.  Ui  iiiaket 
ilU)ui-a;uiti>;;y  for  lii^  uliiiiidHnI  |iniffri'  iif  'o|iiiiioii.  Imt  n 
until  th»"  pn>tTi'r  Inid  \v*n  inadt- 1  Tlie  two  mfn  tralki^l  a, 
hnrmuny.  Tliuy  irouhl  take  oaoh  other  for  gru]it«Hi.  Tlwr* 
iiti  imite  friotiiin  limn  wiix  iii:iM»aar)-  to  polish  and  [lerfectun. 
They  had  the  Kimo  audit  iii  viow,  and  where  they  flifferad  as  ta 
niHann  tliry  itirmiimmiHod  on  tiie  heMl  [ira<:Uc»hle. 

WhiW  Mr.  Itlaiim  wait  xtill  at  Wliit«*  Sulphur  SpntigK  Uvoef^ 
(tiu-aeld  wn>t«  Hin  froiu  Mentor.  Ohio,  Jttiio  i>9.  188U: 
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can  express  himself  better.  You  need  neither  hint  nor  help  on  the  ques- 
tion in  any  of  its  phases.  Second,  on  Southern  question,  you  and  I  have 
not  at  all  times  precisely  agreed ;  but  I  am  sure  you  will  find  it  easy  to  treat 
it  in  a  manner  that  will  satisfy  all  shades  of  Republican  opinion.  Third, 
on  Chinese  question,  you  must  recognize  that  the  three  Pacific  States  will 
be  largely,  if  not  entirely,  controlled  by  it.  And  you  will,  I  think,  be 
compelled  to  take  the  ground  that  a  servile  class  —  assimilating  in  all  its 
conditions  of  labor  to  chattel  slavery  —  must  be  excluded  from  free  immi- 
gration. It  is  far  better  that  you  should  clothe  the  proposition  in  your  own 
language  than  that  you  should  take  any  phrase  of  mine.  Your  letter  will 
be  thereby  more  completely  logiciil  and  harmonious. 

I  cannot  believe  that  New  York  parties  will  hold  biick  from  your  cordial 
support.  A  little  time  must  be  allowed  for  pouting  and  petting ;  but  they 
cannot  in  the  end  alTord  to  scuttle  a  ship  on  which  they  arc  passengers. 
I  think  your  nomination  has  been  splendidly  received,  and  that  a  great 
wave  will  roll  over  the  country  bearing  you  onward  to  victory.  It  will 
start  just  about  the  time  the  pop  beer  corks  for  Hancock  have  ^{fizzed  out, 
God  bless  you  and  preserve  you!  If  I  had  not  the  watering-place  laziness 
fall  upon  me  I  would  write  more,  but  I  presume  you  thank  me  for  making 
it  so  brief. 

Mentor,  O.,  July  21,  1880. 

My  dear  Blaixk  :  Thanks  for  your  good  letter  of  the  -ith  inst. 
>     I  think  you  and  I  are  not  tar  apart  on  any  essential  doctrine  of  the 
party. 

How  do  you  find  the  situation  in  Maine?  By  this  time,  you  know  it  with 
your  peculiar  thoroughness. 

Did  you  get  the  inside  of  afl^airs  in  Old  Virginia,  so  :i3  to  see  any  good 
likely  to  come  to  us  from  their  fight  ? 

Let  me  know  your  plans  and  hopes,  and  always  send  me  any  sugges- 
tions. I  don't  see  how  the  New  York  friends  can  stand  oft*  very  long.  1 
give  them  time  and  silence  as  the  best  I  can  do  for  them. 

Mentor,  ().,  July  30,  1880. 

Mt  dear  Blaine  :  .  .  .  The  trip  to  New  York  wjis  greatly  against 
my  judgment.  But,  at  last,  the  committee  are  nearly  or  rpiito  imanimous 
that  I  ought  to  go.  .  .  .  It  is  therefore  too  lat>e  to  retreat,  as  I 
have  just  telegraphed  you,  and,  my  dear  friend,  you  must  stand  by  me. 
Many  of  our  friends  who  have  written  me  think  there  are  evidences  that 
a  few  leaders  in  New  York  mediUite  treiichery,  and  say  that  the  visit 
will  either  prevent  it  or  so  develop  it,  that  the  country  will  understand 
it  and  place  the  responsibility  where  it  belongs.  Of  one  thing  you  may 
be  assured:  There  shall  be  no  surrender  to  any  unreasonable  demand.  I 
will  do  nothing  to  compromise  myself  or  the  noble  men  who  stand  up  to 
the  fight.  Of  course,  it  is  possible  that  the  trip  will  make  matters  worse 
rather  than  better,  but  the  risk  must  now  be  taken ;  I  am  sure  you  will  not 
disappoint  me.    I  want  to  go  over  the  ground  with  you  so  soon  as  I  reach 
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Now  Torit.  anii  I  want  jruu  lu  find  Um  oxttct  riluMhm  If  po«Mbl«  bafw*  I 
wriva,  I  WDUt  to  know  )hiw  ]mrg»  m  fuKM  C  luu  Iwhltnl  him,  and  jaa 
wbai  Uia  Utiulilo  ia.  I  will  niit  ba  trnatail  w  «  ■uaptwtoid  Bt^puhlMa.  If  I 
uUMiDt  have  mmnuldtlili*  with  Iho  Itnulert  of  lh«>  (i^rty,  tlivns  ahal)  be  it 
fHadana  <*)iBl«Tnr.  i  think  Uin  loUor  af  aFniilamw  !■  lioxwl  ■■■HKi)>b  m4 
gMtsmtw  BDouich  fxr  all  «r1i<i  w-aat  aniutiiM.  If  tlin  K<^I;^ul»^  *■*)<  t"  (vH 
Uio  Indaprndanu,  Uioy  want  thn  pariy  ilofnaioU.  If  UuU  is  Uiv  tilinlkn 
w«  intghl  to  know  It. 

Mr.  Btaiiio  Untk  U|)  tho  vUx-himl  conU'iitiwhiHowR.  W^inains 
as  UAiial  with  Mnitiv,  wliimu  Suti;  eluutiuii  m  Si-|iU>iulwr  wa 
filwH\>  <HiitsiiliT\*'l  111  ttLrikt-  Uie  ucitii  fur  tlio  iialiuiuU  clty^'lion  uf 
Ni)VRinl>er.  Maiiif  bad  lUinther  ilitut]i[iciiutmciit  tu  uTi!rciini«>  in 
thii  lusn  iif  lii-r  mndiilntc,  tlm  K4t[iul)lioaiw  iliil  nut  gmn  tlm  full 
pffrut  uf  Du'ir  vUttory  in  Uii'  cuuiilHiut  until  tvu  yo»n  uf  ili»- 
oiiiMiun  htwl  fully  8t>t  furtti  iU  cluinioU!r  to  tliu  jwupli-,  chitb^ 
ia  UiR  (-'iiiiittitiitiuii  )i»il  for  tliu  firMt  time  giwn  the  election  In 
A  jiluntllty ;  iuiit  KuHiiiiiiMtti  and  Ueiuocratii  workctl  tt^liiei 
with  nMifiWod  h»iH.>  and  witli  a  kiiocmmii  most  valiiabl*^  to  tht 
Keimbliviuis.  At  l)>e  StaW  eluotiun  Septsinltur  13,  1S80.  tlirrt 
Wtts  liu  tiwjitrily.  lite  Ftisinn  oandidatu  in  nearly  IftOJXA 
Vutw   ha*!  a   plurality  of  !«»*  tlum  200.     The  disaffertt-d  und 
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Augusta,  Me.,  October  29,  1880. 

Mt  dear  Garfield  :  I  have  your  kind  note  of  inquiry.  My  health  is 
good;  my  trouble  was  like  Hancock's  tariff  issue,  **  purely  local. '^  I  had 
rough  hoarseness  which  prevented  my  speaking,  but  I  was  not  sorry  to  be 
forced  to  come  home.  I  have  been  doing  some  effective  work  here. 
1  think  your  election  is  sure.  You  will  have  every  northern  State,  I 
think.  I  regard  Nevada  as  the  least  certain.  I  do  not  feel  absolutely 
certain  of  California.  But  there  will  be  enough.  Your  triumph  will  be 
as  joyous  to  me  as  my  own  would  have  been.  All  that  I  am,  all  that  I 
can  do,  will  be  at  the  service  of  your  administration.  M}'  love  to  your 
wife  and  my  respectful  salutation  to  your  venerable  mother.  **  What  a 
proud  woman  tlie  Queen  maun  be !  ^'  Will  endeavor  to  telegraph  you  early 
Tuesday  evening  of  the  result  in  Maine. 

A  part  of  this  "effective  work"  appeared  the  same  day  in 
the  **  Bangor  Wliig  and  Courier,  '*  in  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Blaine  to  a  prominent  and  influential  Irish  citizen  in  Eastern 
Maine : 

1  received  your  friendly  letter  with  much  pleasure.  Let  me  say  in 
reply,  that  the  course  of  yourself  and  other  Irish  voters  is  one  of  the  most 
cxtraoixlinary  anomalies  in  our  political  history.  Never,  probably,  since 
the  execution  of  Robert  Emmety  has  the  feeling  of  Irishmen,  the  world 
over,  been  so  bitter  against  England  and  Englishmen  as  it  is  at  this  hour; 
and  yet  the  great  mass  of  the  Irish  voters  in  the  United  States  will,  on 
Tuesday  next,  vote  precisely  as  Englishmen  would  have  them  vote  —  for 
the  interests  of  England. 

Having  seen  Ireland  reduced  to  misery  and  driven  to  despair  by  what 
they  regard  as  the  unjust  policy  of  England,  the  Irishmen  of  America  use 
their  suffrage  as  though  they  were  the  agents  and  servants  of  the  English 
Tories.  The  Free-traders  of  England  desire  nothing  so  much  as  the  defeat 
of  Garfield  and  the  election  of  Hancock.  They  wisli  to  break  down 
the  protective  tarifl'and  cripple  our  manufactures,  and  nine-tenths  of  the 
Irish  votci's  in  this  coimtry  respond  with  alacrity,  **  Yes,  we  will  do  your 
bidding  and  vote  to  please  you,  even  though  it  reduce  our  own  wages  and 
take  the  bread  from  the  mouths  of  our  children.-^ 

There  are  many  able  men  and  many  clever  writers  among  the  Irish  in 
America,  but  I  have  never  met  any  one  of  tliem  able  enough  or  clever 
enough  to  explain  tliis  anomaly  on  any  basis  of  logic  and  good  sense 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  your  esteemed  favor  that  the  subject  is  beginning 
to  trouble  you.  The  more  you  think  of  it  the  more  you  will  be  troubled, 
I  am  sure.  And  you  will  be  driven  finally  to  the  conclusion  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Irish  in  this  country  depends  as  largely  as  that  of  any  other 
class  upon  the  maintenance  of  the  financial  and  industrial  policy  repre- 
sented by  the  Republican  party. 
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tHor.n.M-HT    or  JAMES 


G«rG<>l<l  wuA  gIio-UmI  Iiv  b  iiiajurity  whiub  aiimilted  dd  Ji*- 
pule,  mid  Mr.  itlaine  a(lu]>lail  hix  wtminiistrntinu  with  timA- 
wg  nnlnr.  T)iu  tinMV'tlrc  »f  IrtUirm  iii(t«K,  hik)  diig^nttioiA 
wviit  oil  witli  tviit-wed  ciitbnmaniii.  Mr.  Kliiiiie's  mii)cl  wu 
Iteming  ivitli  puqNWcH.  )iIriik.  Iiufiwi.  l<»rgc  <|Uisti<jiu  -il 
(loliuy,  M>i»<iiiliiiy  yvl  ncnmely  Hiilnmlinaut  ipitntiims  ti(  prnmu. 
«Uktt  8iigHg«(l  )iU  uttfiutjou.  lit'  nmtohcil  every  ligti  nf  tio 
Unto)  for  lianii  or  )i«*l[i  to  Uw  nvw  udniiiiUtntion.  "  I  cui  m 
run  HmiliiiK."  In-  wn)U>  tn  (ifin'nii  Oarflulil.  **iil  mr  ni^iif 
H  puidl  tliitt  its  lit  uvery  wqm!  liliHuni.  but  I  am  ta]kitp)*  fnuulhc 
\V»sliiiij;rt()n  uiid  nut  tliu  Mciitur  Ktuii<l|M})tit." 


Skkatk  riuxuKK, 


10,  H 


1  rvili;pui  a  |>iiiui1mi  iua<li>  ynx  tii  nriti:  full;^  nrid  Inmly   .     . 
otHiHdonm-     I  alinll  iDm^um  mwiv  bipii;>  luitlor  wivur«l  hoad*; 

1.  Tlu'  morv  1  think  of  ttio  8tnt«  l>tt|«rtinpnt  thv  more  I 
lliortitji.  UiMujfli  ii|)  Ui  titin  time,  luiil  ntill  vontiniiiitx.  my  iuIihI  Is  ilie  titain 
at  (vinflii^in^  nrtcumouui  nu<l  cveit  eniiitinli^.  I  lu>li<<ve  wilh  vna  w  Pni- 
ik-iil,  uii)  ill  your  dill  iijnAdoui'a.  I  ihiuIiI  da  mui!h  Vi  tiuild  u|>  tlio  pant  u 
tlie  m*uH  of  otmiif^itnil  wIm  potk'y.  I  lliid  tnyo^lf  drawn  tuwanli 
poiuibly  li.v  the  ilalv  wlihih  jroii  flx«*t  n*  a  timit  I  ta»y  be  wliiil 
enlhinita'tUiillv  dUfi"*"''  tlief""!".     ■     ■     ■ 
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absolute  personal  preference  could  have  beaten  me  in  that  State  either  in  76 
or  ^80.  It  was  the  '*  locality-struck^^  that  carried  it  against  me  both  for 
Hayes  and  Sherman.  Now  this  Blaine  section  is  all  yours  with  some 
additional  strength  that  Blaine  could  not  get,  and  represents  Uie  reliable 
strong  background  of  preference,  friendship,  and  love  on  which  your 
administration  must  rest  for  success.  I  use  the  designation  **  Blaine  ^*  only 
for  convenience  to  identify  the  class.  They  are  all  now  Garfield  without 
rebate  or  reserve  **  waiving  demand  and  notice." 

The  second  section  is  the  Grant  section,  taking  all  Uie  South  practically, 
with  the  machine  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Illinois  —  and  having  the 
aid  of  rule  or  ruin  leaders.  ...  I  think  I  am  not  wrong  in  saying  that 
this  section  contains  all  the  despemte  bad  men  of  the  party,  bent  on  loot 
and  booty,  and  ready  for  any  Mexican  invasion  or  Caribbean  annexation,  and 
looking  to  excitements  and  filibustering  and  |)ossibly  to  a  Simnish  war  as 
legitimate  means  of  continuing  political  power  for  a  clique.  These  men 
arc  to  be  handled  witli  skill,  always  remembering  tliat  they  are  harmless 
when  out  of  power,  and  desperate  when  in  possession  of  it. 

The  third  section  is  the  Refonnei*s  by  profession,  the  **  unco  good." 
They  are  to  be  treated  with  respect,  but  they  are  the  worst  possible  political 
advisers  —  upstarts,  conceited,  foolish,  vain,  without  knowledge  of  meas- 
ures, ignorant  of  men,  shouting  a  shibboleth  which  represents  nothing  of 
practical  refonn  that  you  are  not  a  thousand  times  pledged  to !  They 
are  noisy  but  not  numerous,  pharisaical  but  not  practical,  ambitious  but 
not  wise,  pretentious  but  not  powerful !  They  can  be  easily  dealt  with, 
and  can  be  hitched  to  your  administration  with  ease.  I  could  handle  them 
myself  without  trouble.     You  can  do  it  more  ciisily  still. 

In  this  threefold  division  of  the  Republican  party,  your  true  friends 
will  be  found  on  the  riret.     .     .     . 

In  the  second  section  will  be  found  all  the  men  who  have  an  ulterior 
purpose,  who  accept  your  julministration  because  they  cannot  help  it,  and 
are  looking  as  longingly  to  a  restoration  of  Grant  as  the  cavaliers  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  time  of  the  Protector,  looked  for  a  return  of  the  Stuarts. 

The  third  section  can  be  made  to  cooperate  harmoniously  with  the  first, 
but  never  with  the  second,  —  you  can  see  that  at  a  glance. 

I  have  written  at  immoderate  and  immodest  length :  my  pen  ran  away 
from  me !  I  find  all  that  I  have  said  is  merely  introductory  to  a  personal 
discussion  of  Cabinet  ministers,  which  I  shall  venture  to  lay  before  you  in 
a  subsequent  note  if  you  desire  it.  That  you  can  indicate ;  ...  of 
course  I  do  not  ask  assent,  dissent,  or  comment  fn)m  vou.  But  I  desire 
to  submit  certain  views  touching  vicn  which  may  in  the  end  pix)ve  valuable 
to  you,  if  you  wish  to  receive  them. 

I  wish  you  would  say  to  Mrs.  Garfield  that  the  knowledge  that  she  de- 
sires me  in  your  Cabinet  is  more  valuable  to  me  than  even  the  desire  of  the 
President-elect  himself.  Indeed,  I  would  not  think  of  going  into  the  Cabi- 
net at  all  if  Mrs.  Garfield  was  not  friendly  and  favorable.  Please  read 
this  letter  to  her  and  her  alone. 


A9i  nnHittAfirr  of  jambs  g,   blaiss. 

WumKOTOM,  OMeotbar  t3.  IM. 

If  jon  wUI  mm  10  iha  trMly  of  WufiingUm  jrou  will  w*  tte  ifei 
udOCMariuiM  ftnil  i;nBnu)l«n  rontalnad  In  xrlii  to  %w.  and  hi  ntirte 
XSvHi.  KiU,  xx\.  XiAiK  a  iM»-fnr  limit  for  nntln*  umI  iwii  jman 
HoDm.  Tfa[>  thmwi  tbr  whulK  Miti>arl  a|imi  fur  frnaJi  nai)  I  bnyt  noi 
Inittlnff  uyu4tm PHI  (luring  vw  "^rX  lfrm~  Th*  8tibJ«cta  ianjiad  at 
till-  Piklirrliu.  Iti«  navigaliun  ut  tjtkis  Mahigwi  b;  DritUli 
frcnitulD  ')[  tile  Si  .lohii.  t]i«  rl<rlit  of  tnuislt  fur  (.'-Huadlkn  gf 
our  tcmtorj-.  Uw  In*  tnb-ranlional  lua  uf  Uui  WcIIvm]  ■■«»>],  ilMfk.  Chfr 
FlKbi  cMinl.  anil  nuB*  iHlier  toplot.  In  riion  It  opetu  tbe  who]*  ~ 
■liHwUnii  Hnil  givri  n  •jilvtirfld  appurtniit^  bi  aehlliTti  mbm  i 
which  WH  Imvc  nlrnaity  ii{i(iken. 

Whsntupoii  in  tlip  tnoM  (iramklag  mnnncr  In  coniM  ■  p«Uj  lUl 
[trnpnifilim  In  iiwUluU)  a  I'oruiatMloii  mw  on  tbe  ftafanrics 
ihn  P»niinr>  Itny  iliinily  —  tii*  mrall  nf  whiitb  wit)  li^  Uial  <i 
nmt  diiniain  fnr  diploRiAL-y  whir-ti  pn>|torty  iiIMtn^  in  rmtr 
ill  Maivh.  IFWI,  yiiit  will  find  winti.-  iiiitru*ivi>  M[uatt«n<  wfaiMii  j-im  wlil  !• 
RKinpellMl  li<  want  off  before  yuii  imn  begin  proper  acnleRintU 
imi>niireniDntA.  I  do  not  wUlt  U>  lake  nnjr  nntire  of  lh«  inovenKnCi  of 
ninkr  (tic  iili^tCKt  LTitiuBBi,  leM  I  inl||;l)t  «««m  In  f;ivn  cnlor 
about  ihc  Ktain  l>i>|NirbB[ia(  nhtch  lliii"  far  nro  the  nicraid  vrilil.  ngm 
f>]ifoulati<m.  linil  ufHin  wliicli  I  liave  iiL-vcr  givoa  a  wink. 
•(UlelJx  draji  a  iwM  to  llayos  suggwUng  that  Uw  vbalo  iineukm  of  a 
nnQiutiDant  of  CanaiUon  nMton  rftmild  tw  Ml  wHtoot  a 

\<mr  n.lit.iiii-.tniti-.ti-'      lb-   "!11    I..- .-imi.rlb'ii   to  t.iVo  li,-ml -f   tlip   ^impM 


Uk.f.mkkk  1.^.  ivil 

V   i.U;vu,tf  t:    Mr.     (i:ii-il,.l,|    :„  ;,  valiiaMf 

;,iKili<>ii-  1  know  tlial  M  h.-i-  instinct  will  N 
alu;il>K-,  1  »  :wl  U-r  l"  be  to  V..11  «  li:it  tin-  «ive*i.f 
,11-  [>iv<l.-iT.-.>r-"  1.:ivf  l..-rii  to  tln-ir  liii^Lsn.)-. 
ii  ]M--^ilik'  f.ir  .Ii-ffor*i.ii  :iti<i  lUi.iilton  l.i  -•-■ 
I,  k.pl  .b.lm  Ailaiiis  oti  fiiendlv  U^nii-  with  ihi' 
iMii  W;isliiti-toti  fn.iii  .■xlr:iv:igiin,v  nti.l  ir 
iM.'.rinii.  Slip  is  iilso  c'lt'ilileil  l.v  i.'""''  ""■'^■ 
,i,li  M'.iir.Mi  ll,r  ronrLrnmlion   of  Jay's  Tr,-slv- 

■  :i.|iiiiiii-.lr;ilion  of  her  liiHb:iTi.i  —  h.-IJ  him  Iwt 
V.>i"iiii-iii  :iriil  i>n;il)le<l  liiiii  to  csoapi'  from  the 
Hut   for  her.   llpWitt  rii,.tnr,  «ou!.l 


BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    G.    BLAINE.  493 

Mrs.  Polk  saved  her  husband  from  the  blunder  of  making  Benton 
Lieutenant-General  and  placing  him  in  command  over  Scott  and  Taylor  ; 
and  she  tried  to  avert  the  blunder  of  stripping  Taylor  of  his  army  while 
on  the  Saltillo  line  for  the  City  of  Mexico — a  petty  persecution  which 
wont  far  to  make  Taylor  President  two  years  after. 

I  could  give  examples  on  the  oUier  side,  but  I  prefer  to  mention  ladies 
only  in  the  language  of  compliment.     ... 

From  all  these  blundera  Mrs.  (rarfield  will  be  assuredly  and  happily 
exempt,  and  I  augur  the  happiest  results  from  her  advent.  I  am  very 
anxious  and  ambitious  to  see  your  administration  a  great  .vocto/  aticccss 
as  well  as  a  great  political  success,  and  the  one  has  very  much  to  do 
with  tJie  other.  .  .  .  Your  administration  will  never  incur  similar 
hazards,  but  you  must  not  neglect  or  overlook  brilliant  society  prestige 
as  among  the  )K)litical  dynamics.  I  hope  Mrs.  Gai'field  will  excuse  the 
freetlom  with  which  I  use  her  name.  I  only  mean  by  it  to  attest  the 
confidence  with  which  I  look  forward  to  her  conunand  of  the  social  forces 
which  will  so  much  contribute  to  the  glory  of  your  reign. 

Mentok,  ().,  December  19,  18S0. 

My  dear   Blaine.      Yours  of  the  10th,  13th,  and  15th  came  duly   to 
hand  and  were  read   with  great  interest.     I  have  been  so  raided  upon 
that  I  have  not  been   able  to  acknowledge  them   until  now.     Besides,  I 
have  had  some  serious  work  with  a  party  of  important  persons  —  with  a 
prospect  of  a  serious,  perhaps  dangerous,   misunderstanding.     I   think, 
however,   that  J   shall   see  daylight  through    the  tangle.     .     .     .     Your 
grouping  of  the  elements   which  now  compose  the   Republican   party  is 
striking,  and   I  think  is  (correct.     I  havii  not  yet  seen  a  complete  list  of 
the   Chicago  delegates,  but  I   think   the  per  cents,  you  give  are   nearly 
accurate.     Your  lii-st  group  is,  no  doubt,  the  chief  electing  force  of  the 
party.     The  second,   though    (piite   inferior    as   an   electing    force,    was 
nevertheless  the   leading  nominating   force,  and   hence  j)asses   in    publiti 
estimation  for  more  than  it  really  is.     For  tliis  reitson,  among  others,  it 
must  not  be  ignored  or  neglected.      In  your    next  letter  please   give 
me  your  views  of  the  best  way  to  recognize  it,  so  iis  not  to  be  shackled, 
and  yet  to  do  fair  justice.    The  third  gmup,  the  Independents,  are  very 
impracticable  in  methods,  but  still  they  embrace  a  class  of  people    who 
ought  to  be  with  us  —  and  reasonable   pains   should   be  taken   to  retain 
them.    They  did  good  service  in  tlie  late  campaign.    My  idea,  in   refer- 
ence to  their  question,  is  that  we  should  harness  all  the  civil  ser\'ice  reform 
sentiment  of  the  countrj'  to  the  work  of  getting  (congress  to  pass  a  law 
defining  and  fixing  the  tenure  of  the  great  mass  of  inferior  otHces  and  tlie 
ground  for  removals,  and  thus  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  from  Congress 
and  the  Executive,  the  endless  annoyance  that  comes  from  the  swarm  of 
small  ofHce-seekers.    Offer  this  as  a  beginning  —  to  be  followed  up  later, 
if  the  experiment  is  successful.     Let  the  Reformers  wrestle  with  Congress 
rather  than  with  the  Executive.    IIow  does  this  strike  you  ? 


r 
I 


4!»4 


niOGK.tPlir    OF  JAWK/i    «.    ttL.il.VK. 


Pleww  wrtU)  111*  fulljr  j-ow  view  of  [Mi-snoA  t*bo  oatno  in  liia  nop  if 
wfw  cboke-  Toll  mo  aUd  whftt  yim  Uiink  noold  Iw  ihe  aultudv  oC  ** 
nnisiuil  gnap  UiwkniijriHi  tn i-AWi  yriu  ahoulO  gninia  th«  Stata IXfultliMtL 
1  irUl  writo  tn  thn  ProcMant  muI  suggcM  ihai  tito  Cwuuliwi  iiM^stioa  k  Mt 
takea  up  (ilM«mi)&l.  I  )ia*o  wot  four  letters  la  Mn.  GuHcIil.  wIm  ka 
gTMtl;  nnjovoil  j-our  tenn  uiil  vljpiroiu  iiliAnK.-Uirieation»  nf  tlte  «i 
elHia*  UiAt  m&ke  np  our  K«pul>lie*n  array.     L«t  toe  hotr  froin  yon  apii 


V«y  truly  yoon. 


J.  A.  GKwnaji. 


DscsiuKs  Si.  ism. 

Mr  DKAK  GAnriKt.n:     .     .     .     In  iuiinv«r  1  twD  My  thai  mc 
•o  tar  ui   I  enu  mm,  noulil  take  rht!  ap|Hiii>tiii«nt  very  curtTnllr.  all  di 
Grant  RoiuUork,  with  duo  iir  twu  cxcnpUon*.  belnK  uuUpvkrti.     .    .    . 

J.  G.  Rum. 

W*tlltl!>an>!),   l>ocntuber  SO.  1(80. 

Mt  urak  Mils.  (iARriKLU :    I  vtidnsn  ou«  uf  thn  ruoM  irapurtant  Ic 
(tn  inj-MiIf)  wliinh  I  over  wtiKo. 

I  M.-nd  il  iiDiliT  i-uver  h)  j^tm  iMnnune  I  wi*h  nii  i<yti  liui  yonra  and  Ikt 
(reriBral'a  (o  sou  tt     It»  coucliuhm  irnad  nol  b«  oMiht  |mltLlo   tmtil  x 
fiiaugunUlon. 

WA.'MlMiTo.S,     H.l.'..    lh!l-.-Mllw.r  L-l',    l™ 


I  [  :i 


li^ii  I  iiiHku  ihi<  cliM^isioii,  nut  for  tlic  hfPiT 
II  111,'  iiiil.lii;  servlw,  but  boojuisc-  I  Mifvel 
I.I  till'  |nii-iy,— useful  u»you  »s  Hie  responsi- 
llii'  ;;rwil  liead  of  t.lie  govemmenl.  I  SP 
li\  llu'  loMors  1  am  daily  i-ei-eiviiig  urgiti^nw 
irKciiuoiicu  of  the  meru  iiiiniithiiri^ed  nc"B- 
ii.'n.liii;:  l<i  omT  me  the  jiiai-i'.  |  hste  bcin 
irpri-H'il  lit  tlis  cordiiil  aiiij  widi'lv  enemW 
t  N-.-H  Kii^'land, 
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not  prove  true  to  the  great  trust  you  confide  to  me  and  to  your  own 
personal  and  political  fortunes  in  the  present  and  in  the  Aiture. 

Your  administration  must  be  made  brilliantly  successful  and  strong  in 
the  confidence  and  pride  of  the  people;  not  obviously  dii'ecting  its 
energies  to  reelection,  but  compelling  that  result  by  the  logic  of  events 
and  by  the  imperious  necessities  of  the  situation. 

To  that  most  desirable  consummation  I  feel  that,  next  to  yourself,  T  can 
contribute  more  influence  than  any  other  man.  I  s:iy  this,  not  from 
egotism  or  vain-glory,  but  merely  as  a  deduction  from  an  analysis  of 
the  political  forces  which  have  been  at  work  in  the  country  for  five  years 
past,  and  which  will  be  openitive  for  many  years  to  come. 

I  hail  it  as  one  of  the  happiest  (Mroumstances  connected  with  this 
important  affair,  that  in  allying  my  j)olitical  fortunes  with  youi*s  —  or 
rather  merging  mine  in  yours  —  my  heart  goes  with  my  head,  and  that  I 
carry  to  you,  not  only  political  support,  but  personal  and  devoted  finend- 
ship.  I  can  but  regard  it  as  somewhat  remarkable  that  two  men  of  the 
same  age,  entering  Congress  at  the  same  time,  influenced  by  the  same 
aims  and  ambitions,  should  never,  for  a  single  moment  in  eighteen  years, 
have  a  misunderstanding  or  a  coolness,  and  that  their  friendship  has 
steadily  strengthened  with  their  strength. 

It  is  this  fact  which  has  led  me  to  the  momentous  conclusion  embodied  in 

this  letter,  —  for  however  much  I  might  admire  you  :xn  a  statesman,  I  would 

not  enter  your  Cabinet  if  I  did  not  believe  in  you  as  a  man  and  love  you 

as  a  friend. 

Faithfully  yours, 

J.  G.    Blaine. 

Mentor,  ().,  December  23,  1880. 

Mt  dear  Blaine  :  Yours  of  the  20th  inst.  is  at  hand,  and  gives  me 
^preat  satisfaction.  Our  long  and  eventful  service  together,  and  our  friend- 
ship, never  for  a  moment  interrupted,  hut  lest(*d  in  so  many  ways,  give 
assurance  that  we  can  happily  unite  in  working  out  the  important  prob- 
lems which  confront  us.  I  would  not  rejoice  in  your  decision  if  I  did  not 
confidently  believe  that  you  can  serve  the  country,  in  the  new  field,  even 
more  effectively  than  in  the  position  you  now  so  worthily  fill. 

The  whole-heartednessAvith  which  you  accede  to  my  recjuest  is  every  way 
gp^ifying,  and  goes  far  to  lighten  the  burden  whose  weight  I  feel  in 
advance.  It  will  be  better  for  you,  and  is  indispensably  necessaiy  to  me, 
that  this  decision  should  be  known  to  nohodv  but  ourselves  and  our  wives. 

.  .  .  I  have  written  to  the  President  in  reference  to  the  Fisheries  and 
other  Canadian  questions.     .     .     . 

To  General  Garfield,  from  Mr.  Blaine : 

New  York,  December  24,  1880. 

Your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  tiiken  from  the  West.  This 
is  so  evident  that  I  do  not  stop  to  argue.     He  must  be  identified  with 


-  an  acrloaltunl  oonuBaaiiy,   noi 
tnnni^.  _ 

Th«  Weat  to  wlucb  yua  ue  limitwl  vnibnou  llMae  S*te«:  OU»,IbAII 
ana,  HllnolB.  MIciiigau.  WIbood^,  Ulaiuaotii.  lowm.     Thorn  anm  nfl 

Woici  Virginia,  Kontncky.  MUMuri    csagmplthAltf  w«t  a 
poDUcall.v  «outfa.     IUdsu  umI  N«bra«ka  htw  elasMd  and  gianpfJ  wU  1 
SUlM  and  Terrihirin*  hnyond  tba  MiiBouri —tlltitlDot  in  location  Bi 
i>Hl.     [   BAXunit^  you  du  not  waiil  to  t.'ike   n  Bcwcvtar?  of  ihfi  Ttvnntrr  fnim 
Ohio.     -     .     . 

Thuu  wimes  Allien.  Vou  rtHwli  him  by  the  prooaas  of  excltuimi,  be- 
PBiiw  you  ran  Ant)  no  oth«r  man  in  Uic  Territaity  named  ao  Gt— Dorh 
tharo  any  uthnr  imm  so  Ut,  witti  you  and  John  Shannon  eouutad  oin.  Slm- 
nian  aoid  thti  nihvr  day  tliai  h«  rJioug^l  Alliaon  bottar  paKt«d  in  Ouadkl 
lejCisljalon  ihiui  any  man  In  Cottgnt*.  exoepi  (larSold  and  BUIdp.  TU* 
i»  anthiintio.  Alllnon  l»  known  to  you  tlioroiiyhly  —  nnil  laag.  !U  i* 
tniF,  Itind,  rnaitonable,  fair,  honeiil.  and  good.  H«  in  inecJuMlii-a],  Indn*- 
tiioUK,  »nd  intdlll^nt  —  and  would  be  a  Kplendid  man  lo  (uifl  along  will 
sniouthly  and  miMistfrully.  He  would  always  liearkpn  to  your  vIpw*.  In 
tli«  wholn  rniwri  Staliw  I  do  not  IwIIbvp  you  could  do  so  »vll, 

Willi  ytm  an  Prut>ld«nt,  takinj^  your  two  olii«f  adviiiani  fnim  the  frimdi 
(if  your  manliood  — who.ill  onlormt  Congroia  thn  vuntt  day,  all  ih«  stiw 
ajEO  nurly,  and  all  thrwj  In  unbroken  liamitiuy  of  rrlnndahi)!  for  Mgiilwn 
yenr«  —  liiorc  would  bn  pr<>M>ntoil  a  plc-lurv  withniit  a  precedent  —  porllc 
as  woll  as  polilicial,  | 

T  do  not  wl*h  to  Mrgf  any  man  npon  you,  bnt  T  want  yon  to  tuT«4^ 

-f^^^.ri,- r^  f^.: I  i.>  ii...  'r<.-.^......».'       ^k»ri  » t  .-^..    .-„ .  #i,„..^,.^    * 


Mkntoh.  (^..   January  7.  1«1. 
111..  'ri-..:isiirv.      How  .1..  >.,iill.iEil: 
r}i,-    ,i|-M|i.,-lh,-   l:il-ia-  un-n    :ili,l  ill- 
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All  kind  of  speculation  rages  here  about  the  Cabinet,  but  I  hope  you  stub- 
bornly adhere  to  your  determination  to  consider  February  and  the  first  four 
days  of  March  as  better  for  decision  than  December  or  January.  Cabinet- 
making  is  a  trade  that  becomes  quickly  embarrassed  if  it  be  conducted 
with  long  paper.  Don't  put  any  out.  See  how  freely  I  dispense  advice. 
Perhaps  you  can  as  easily  dispense  with  it. 

General  Garfield  was  a  large-natnred  man  and  could  not  lie 
made  to  see  that  smaller  natures  could  find  aught  objectionable 
in  a  continuance  of  the  old  close  relations.  General  Garfield 
desired  Mr.  Blaine  to  come  to  Mentor,  and  it  was  the  latter  who 
had  to  suggest  that  it  might  *'  lead  to  infinite  gossip  about  '  fixing 
up  a  Cabinet'  —  might  arouse  suspicion,  stiirt  unpleasant  rumor, 
and  create  needless  prejudice." 

Mr.  Conkling  had  allowed  himself  to  l)e  iwirtially  conciliated 
liefore  the  election  and  had  aided  in  tlie  elec^toral  struggle,  but 
liecamean  increasingly  prominent  object  for  conciliation  after  the 
election.  Geneml  Garfield  and  Mr.  Blaine  were  equally  desir- 
ous of  harmony  in  the  interest**  of  effectiveness,  but  neither 
was  willing  to  sacrifice  one  faction  to  anotlier.  They  believed 
that  justice  and  patience  would,  in  the  end,  destroy  faction  and 
Ijeget  peace.  The  question  wiis  indeed  ccmsidered  by  Mr.  (tar- 
field,  Mr.  Blaine,  and  some  othei*s,  whether  a  reconciliation 
might  not  lie  brought  about  by  asking  Mr.  Conkling  into  tlie 
Cabinet.  (leneiivl  Garfield  thought  that  if  he  should  accept  and 
there  should  l)e  peace  all  would  be  well.  If  it  were  to  l)e  war, 
fighting  at  short  range  might  be  better  than  from  behind  the 
entrenchments  of  an  executive  session.  Yet  he  could  never 
quite  get  his  own  consent  to  the  suggestion,  though  tliere  was  a 
certain  audacity  in  it  that  made  it  interesting.  Mr.  Blaine  on 
reflection  felt  that  it  would  be  unwise  and  imi)nu*licable,  partly 
for  reasons  pei'sonal  to  Mr.  Conkling,  partly  because  it  wouM 
|>roduce  a  coalition  Cabinet  with  proverbial  failure  waiting 
upon  it,  and  would  alienate  tlie  50,000  Garfield  Republicans  of 
New  York  at  the  outset. 

It  would  be  personally  unpleasant  and  politically  disastrous  to  have  him 
in  Cabinet  asso4Mation.  .  .  .  Xo  Cabinet  could  get  along  with  him,  nor 
oould  tlie  President  himself.  .  .  .  He  would  insult  everybody  hav- 
ing business  with  his  department  whom  he  did  not  hajipen  to  iikc,  and 
be   really  happens  to  dislike  about  ninety-nine  in  every  hundred  of  his 
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ga  wtilt  5<ia  AD jw^  if 

mIvdU    Witt    It^lf^dMl    f 

not  lo  «w  «ff  Ar 


*ia|UAinlM)i-u.    .    .     .    Copkltng  U  IkmuuI 
rr«mtiDi>nI  nl  lilni  Iw  decent  anil  tionnrahlp, 
wise  wllh  him.     .     .     .    Vou  cui  olw&j;*  tnut 
limb  uf  tk  Irvt-  wtivii  bu  U  on  the  ochor  mi, 

(ivi)«ml  OiirtlcM,  t<t  Mr.  RIaitio : 


MDrroR.  <t.,  .lannarjr  IS,  mi. 
,     .    .   1  am  ili>appfitnU»l  at  fiiurrMaluticntftbatu  coming  h«ni.  fori  watf 
tofM^oH  for  very  moiijr  rca«on«.    SlilHt  mar  Im  boctor  to  pwitpiino  , 

g  nnlil  Fnbriwrj-  —  nuiiii-iimp  iluHng  the  Brst  half  nf  UiU  iMinth.  t 
k  jnn  hod  iwltair  (viiud  ujii'dly,  n*  othcni  liave  mnie.  ami  trd  the  paiJki 
pin  inj  nnrwtruotlnn  on  il  thiij  iiloaw.  Pfrhftp*  bj-  ihiU  titns  lh«  »fl 
In  Nsw  York  will  Iw  lo  *U(.-b  a  thape  tliat  I  t<wi  ffu  Ui«re.  Rat  nncii 
trial*  aru  >ti*|iciMHl  of,  [  linn't  think  it  butt  ta  fint  myiwir  In  a  {hmIiIiio  id 
clawvil  over  by  a  nenim'nuii]  Tonilu  lawyer.  t  hnil  hAanI  that  jm 
-  fnvnrml  Wayn"  MoVnngh.  Don't  you  think  thn  iMlvr  wuulil  moet 
wnnu.  vix.,  mlinf}' Caniitn'ti,  and  pliraM*  tlit-  Inde{>rnflcnt*  !*  Write 
fnlty  on  Uipw  pnlntR.  ,  .  .  Thci  nftnni'r  yna  a-rlt«  tlie  Iii>Ui-r  I  ahall  te 
I>Ii*iuhmI. 

.Iiuiiuirf  17.     Ilnw  do  you  fo*!  orm- tbo  (taanclal  uaUouk  P    Thhik 
tl.3U0,O0i)  lit  niuncy  in  oirculnlion.  with  •ilvor  (-■«rt]ficat<<H  lucniasiDg  I 
dofliiltely,  thu  roliiagn  of  tl9-<«nt  doIlM^  gning  on  ft  ntuiaeatn,  and  (ra 
wwj  tuikiKtwn  crock  and  cmnny  of  llui  nrortd  tfaa  old  trmotiaui  iUin 
aiiteilNlIn?  TWiO,  oomin};  haok  ton*.  ]wrtia|)s  bolnw  niiinttriu'tiii^  bcrwil 


'['.<    (him. 

.M. 

li.S.  SENATE,  JiiuiKiry  l.'^.  IS.-1. 
*t   !"•  ilS   ".Yh'I//.;  ;iiiit    vTiUi'-hl'l''"' 

11-^  lliul-<l    

—   «^.  ,„v 

"'"!"" 

ly  :ii 

!   ...1ri,r;.l^msl.v  >m 

My  iiKL-iii 

<■  !<•  Illr   f"l 

11   il:i\-     '  -: 

rn.ii 

friv 

.Iani-aht  M- 

!■  iif  your  coming  lo  \Va.*hing1on/iT 
.liiy   [IBM    week.      .      .      .     Tlie  rv<l 
Flic   cnlir..   ruinoval    nf    all   p..sjit'l* 

^^^^^^B 
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feel  jealous,  wounded,  and  angiy.  If  you  came  here  you  could  hear 
every  man^s  story,  all  on  equal  basis,  and  none  would  be  excluded.  If 
Conkling,  Logan,  Carpenter,  Edmunds,  and  all  others  did  not  then  see  you 
it  would  be  their  fault.  This  coui-se  commits  yon  to  nothing  except  a 
patient  and  courteous  hearing  of  the  party  chieftains,  and  a  fair  considera- 
tion of  Iheir  personal  and  party  claims.  This  attention  and  civility,  which 
will  cost  you  nothing,  may  save  and  avert  infinite  annoyance,  and  serious 
trouble  afterward.     .     .     . 

This  idea  is  not  originally  mine,  but  I  most  cordially  and  unreser\'edly 
approve  it.  .  .  .  Unless  you  have  some  overwhelming  reasons  to  the 
contrary  (which  I  cannot  anticipate)  I  beg  you  will  in  this  case  yield  to 
the  judgment  of  your  best  friends. 

From  General  Garfield,  to  Mr.  Blaine : 

Mentor,  C,  January  24,  1881. 

The  Conkling  men  want  me  to  go  to  tJie/m.  They  hear  rumors  which  dis- 
quiet them  ;  that  they  are  to  be  ignore<l,  etc.  The  road  to  Mentor  is  open 
and  they  shall  be  wclcometl  and  treated  fairly.  Cameron  came,  and  I  do 
not  hear  tliat  he  complains  of  his  treatment.  One  Senator  writes  me  that 
Conkling:  has  heard  that  I  interfered  against  him  in  the  New  York  sen- 
atorial  election  (which  is  not  true),  and  the  writer  thinks  I  ought  to  go  to 
Washington  and  disabuse  his  mind  on  that  question.  I  am  not  a  suitor  for 
favors  at  the  hand  of  any  who  do  not  cani  to  open  coiTcspondcmcre  with 
me,  and  to  appear  to  be  so  would  create  a  world  of  misunderstandings. 
If  in  the  end  they  are  treated  fairly,  it  will  cure  the  apprehension  of  evil 
they  now  feel.  In  making  the  visit  1  should  nc^cessarily  bo  compelled  to 
decline  interviews  with  so  many  people,  that  the  wounded  binls  would  l»e 
a  majority.  Besides,  I  know  it  will  not  be  possible  to  gratify  the  wishes, 
and  even  approximately  meet  the  expectJitions,  of  most  of  those  I  should 
consult.  Two  courses  are  open  to  m(%  :is  a  substitute  for  the  projMJsed 
visit :  First,  To  go  to  Washington  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  inaugura- 
tion, leaving  the  full  cast  of  the  Cabinet  open  until  then.  Second,  To  invite 
Conkling  and  Ix)gan  and  su(!h  othei's  as  may  be  thought  best  to  visit  nie 
here  soon.     What  do  you  think  of  these  propositions? 

I  understand  your  embariMssment  in  coming.  It  is  enhanced  by  the  talk 
of  a  class  of  people  that  you  are  to  dominate  the  administration  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  element*^.  You  can  4I0  a  great  deal  to  allay  that  fear.  If 
those  I  have  named  should  come,  or  even  be  invited,  it  would  relieve  your 
visit  of  embarrassment.  ...  I  have  only  cared  to  keep  your  «lesigna- 
tion  to  the  State  Department  a  secret  until  well  into  February.  Then  I 
prefer  it  should  be  known.  The  public  has  already  passed  judgment  upon 
the  wisdom  of  the  choice ;  and  the  only  motive  I  have  had  for  secrecy  was 
to  prevent  the  jealousy  of  rival  forces.  I  mean  to  make  an  appointment 
for  New  York  which  shall  give  Conkling  no  just  ground  of  complaint,  and 
DO  undue  advantage  if  he  means  fight. 


Tb«  Sotiihflm  menibnr  Htlll  oIudM  mr.,  u  Craii«*'a  Lnuge  diadd  Xam. 
t  hy  one  (h<>  Southern  romw  fwlo.    Do  you  know  of  »  mipitiUa  bloaoil 
Uwt  will  •tMkil  unr  Nonlieni  cUnwtef 


T'l  (iciienU  (inrliHld,  fmtu  Mr.  Blaine  t 

VA.  SsNATC.  .iMonrr  SB.  1811. 

I  hmro  ymin  in  rngaM  b>  onminjc  ■<■  Woahlngtun.   I  don't  know  bol  m 
muun*  tat  dthmI.    At  all  eronts  I  wnnld  iwt  hsv*  ]rou  oooi^  «galiiM  jov 
unnvlrtlon  Afiil  yaar  will.    1  tbiok.  howevpr.  it  woaM  hnvn  Ibr  rvr;  h«fyM 
tflhet  If  jmn  w«n  to  Invliti  (^iiklln};  «id  l.ognn  to  Mturtiir,  — «f  r 
loHtlng  ihem  ivparoiflly,  In  noitlinr'i  nnUi  mentfnaing  tb«  otber,  nad  i 
furu  not  raongnUUig  tiut  they  an  unlUd  Id  any  oommun  tatn»  ur  i 
w*niinj[  any  ijiitul-hiitilllii  fi>rc«  W  j-nu.     ...     I  «hj(n  nervr  Mtx«  ■ 
upon  you  (nr  tlie  ('alilnnt,  hut  I  will  not  bt«itAi>*  t(>  |iri:>t«<t  vf^romly  ipinA 
u-nmff  men.     I  liilnk  Uut  U  a  £ood  ilUtlnniim  for  mv  to  obMrrw.    .    .   , 

It  you  InlPiii]  In  Inrii"  iMgna  »m\  Omkling.  plenMt  do  nn  Kt  i>nra.  \n 
noed  Invite  ni>  una  ttNr.  Tlie  TriumvlralB  will  ttll  fii«ve  h»il  ;i  chwin  d 
you.  and  Ui<^  OarfleM  nion  prn|i«r  mro  nothing  for  the  «tli|ii»ctt>  ol  u 
InvltBllnn.  .  .  .  Exi-iLio  ray  freedom  (n  tendering  adrk'r  h  UriiU}, 
bull  uni  vei-y  uiiiiiiHn  tliU  yon  tilMiillddiijuri  tho  righl  thing  wrilh  CoflkUag. 

flPi.-nil  r.arlifM.  U,  Mr.  Rlnm.- : 


In  Mr.  ItLiiii.T 
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To  General  Grarfield,  from  Mr.  Blaine : 

Washington,  February  5,  1881. 

.  .  .  I  want  you  to  remember  that  you  are  elected  President  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  power  of  the  Executive  is  lodged  in  your  hands,  and 
that  you  have  all  the  power  and  rights  and  are  bound  to  assert  and  maintain 
all  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  great  office.  All  I  fear  is  that  your 
instinctive  generosity  will  carry  you  beyond  the  limits  of  fair  justice  to 
yourself,  and  that  you  will  err  on  that  side.  1  say  this  because  I  do  not 
want  you  to  trust  the  great  patronage  departments  where  there  is  the  re- 
motest danger  of  their  being  used  adversely  to  your  personal  interests.  You 
want  a  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  postmaster-general,  to  whom  you  can 
talk  as  freely  and  as  closely  as  you  can  to  me,  and  in  whose  fidelity  to  you 
personally  there  can  be  no  shadow  of  doubt.  ...  I  disclaim  all  and 
every  effort  to  force  or  attempt  tti  force  anybody  on  you,  but  I  am  awfully 
anxious  that  you  shall  have  a  tnie  friend  in  the  treasury.  ...  1  think 
a  Western  man  at  the  head  of  the  treasury  is  a  sine  qua  non  for  your 
success.     ...    I  beg  you  to  keep  your  thoughts  in  that  direction. 

To  Genenil  Garfield,  from  Mr.  Blaine  (by  telegraph) : 

Feiiruary9,  1881. 

The  count  was  perfectly  smooth  and  unobstructed.  You  are  now  the 
President-elect  and  inherit  your  great  oflice  by  tho  divine  right  of  a  con- 
stitutional majority.     I  congratulate  the  American  people. 

To  General  Garfield,  from  Mr.  Blaine  : 

WASinNGTON,  February  13,  1881. 
...  I  have  been  confined  to  my  room  for  a  week  with  a  sharp  attack 
of  my  old  enemy,  the  gout.  ...  In  some  Avay  gout  is  iissociated  in 
the  public  mind  with  drinking  and  high  living,  of  neitlier  of  which 
I  am  at  all  guilty.  L  inherit  my  diathesis,  but  manage  by  tompei*ance 
and  careful  living  to  run  clear  of  outbreaks,  but  the  execrable  weather 
of  the  past  month  betrayed  me.  I  have  improved  my  hours  of  misery 
by  reading  "Trevelyan's  Early  Days  of  Fox."  and  am  freshly  remiiuled 
that  gout,  at  least  in  England,  is  the  concomitant  of  wise  statesmanship, 
so  that  I  hope  your  administration  will  not  suffer  from  the  only 
physical  ailment  which  I  know  myself  to  possess.  In  all  other  re- 
gards my  health  has  been  exceedingly  good  throughout  the  winter. 
.  .  .  I  suppose  they  have  been  after  you  in  divers  anil  sundry  ways  to 
intervene  in  the  Pennsylvania  Senatorial  light.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
policy  you  proclaimed  when  I  saw  you  in  November  of  non-intervention  in 
all  such  mtitters  is  the  only  one  you  can  wisely  adopt  and  safely  follow. 
.     .     •    I  am  afraid  there  arc  cunning  preparations  being  made  by  a  small 
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Qkbil  10  ««altwlf  » million  kjORT daring  jYKir  ndminUtration.  I  ig^bi; 
51H1  bi  k«ep  juutmU  frM  froot  ail  poMtbls  oommltuU  u  to  On  «i>«r 
CaMiMt  whMi  b  llw  daputmait  U  wvwa  mum  important  Uun  Un  iMfor. 
I  tMSjroaftlaokilMvmyoaR&il  .  .  .  m  Botnw  harjiiiM  twve  deilgtulhtR, 
iaoufkriaUnl  wlib  joar  wE^hM  f«r  Um  public  w»lfiu«.  Ur.  Unonis  ntit* 
•uj  "  anj'tMiIjr "  cunltl  b«  «]«■;■  luut.  but  "  HttnebiHiy  "  waa  mbH  diflealm 
flmL  H>nv  itiil;  Tanrtallav  thh  in  joar  >«Mrc-b  for  the  »enB  CnBamalkal 
■ilvben.  .  .  .  N.  IbIIi  dm^  Unl  lin  UitUnlly  nurvlAd  ta  yon  all  An  I 
daurg«d  lilm  with  rasportin;  Ui«  Importiuwv  of  ^vlng  b>  WtlUm  E 
Chandler  Um  fWilieitur-4;tiD«nlibip. 

TcJI  Mra.  UarilDld  «■  an  all  walling  to  wolnnna  hnr   to  tba  ntii 
palae*.    Of  conrlien  then  will  b*  nuuij,  hot  af  anin  fiivtxla  therawill! 


0«nend  Garfifld  to  .Mr.  Mlninfi  : 

Uumtu.  Fsbmarr  16,  ISA 

1  loo  have  twaii  raulbij;  't'r«v«1yan'B  "  life  of  Fox."     Itrilliaal  ai  1 

txMk  ll  I  ain  mm  it  nuin>jl  alingrttxr   alleiinlv  Un-  fULliia   nf  gnat  ■< 

tliuu|{h  tlrat  iIlMtaM  a|ip«ar«  tu  hare  adilt^  Itulrv   ti>    Uic   fane  of  Li 

CbailiBin. 

Ta  the  Pr(Mtdeiit<eleot.  from  Mr.  Blaine : 
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iiiMii'.'iii  )iiu-ij-.  ami  yi 

h.'  imrly  in  those  SlHles.  Noi  satis fi e.1  wWi 
iiii'ii.-asi>  ir    hy  sli-nnn^  additions  inOliinW 

linn  nmi  discipline  in  Illinois. 

I'Cii  l^iliiiicl  nipmbcrs  ciinie  fi-om  Tunnes**- 
:i  v|iri>sfiH,4iivi' from  aucuher  SCalt !"  Ttif 
ii|i-iili'  itoivii  iinil  t'other  cMii  I-.,"  ihc  mi-JT 
•  '  MiwV.>:igh  on  the  whole  is  thf  smmJ 
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March  I.  This  idea  strikes  me:  why  miglit  it  not  btj  wise  to  consult 
<!!onkling himself  ?  ...  I  have  a  notion  that  ho  would  as  lief  have  one  as 
the  other. 

Senate  Chamber,  Washington. 

My  dear  President-elect  and  to-day  actmU:  .  .  .  You  do  not 
want  to  be  bothered  with  Cabinet  mattci*s  this  forenoon.  I  shall  so  infer 
unless  you  send  me  word  otherwise.  I  will  report  at  the  White  House  as 
soon  after  the  inau<^uration  as  possible.  I  have  not  entered  it  for  thirty- 
seven  months,  my  last  visit  being  February  4,  1878. 

Better  let  things  remain  i'n  statu  quo  until  after  you  reiich  the  White 
House. 

RiGGS  House,  WASHiNciTON,  10  A.M.,  March  4,  1881. 

Dear  Blaine:  .  .  .  Come  to  nie  at  the  White  House  the  first  mo- 
ment I  am  free.     With  the  love  of  comradeship  of  eighteen  years  and  with 

faith  in  the  next  four, 

I  am  as  ever  yours, 

J.  A.  Garfield. 

Mr.  Blaine  at  once  assumed  ilie  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
an  office  to  whicli  he  was  as  inipenitively  designated  l)y  the  will 
of  the  jieople,  as  he  was  cordially  appointed  by  the  President. 
On  the  5th  of  March,  Walker,  to  his  great  joy,  was  appointed 
by  his  father  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  St^ite  and  private 
secretary  to  the  Secretary  of  Stiite,  an  employment  most  con- 
^nial  to  his  tastes,  Init  whose  priceless  perquisit<}  wtts  that  it 
enabled  him  to  live  where  his  heart  always  remained,  at  home. 
Mr.  Robert  II.  Ilitt,  First  Sccretjiry  of  Legation  in  Paris, 
was  summoned  home  to  become  First  Assistiint  Secretary  of 
State,  —  and  the  cherished  life-long  friend  of  the  Secretary. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  tlie  globe  in  his  library  was  like  an  inspiration. 
On  it  he  would  trace,  with  a  friend,  not  only  the  geography  of 
the  earth,  but  the  paths  and  progress  of  the  human  race.  lie 
saw  overcrowded  Europe  with  its  four  hundred  millions  di- 
vided into  hostile  camps,  forever  jostling  eat^li  other,  and  over- 
crowded Asia  with  its  eight  hundred  millions  laborious,  ])atient, 
silent,  and  between  them  our  own  continent  stretching  nortli 
and  south,  —  the  natural  entrepot  of  both  worlds,  but  unaware 
and  inactive.  It  had  l)een  too  busily  occupied  with  growing  to 
take  measurement  of  its  growtli.  Its  boastful,  youthful  talk 
had  happily  subsided,  but  it  had  not  yet  quite  learned  that  it  was 
entitled  to  an  authoritative  voice  among  the  nations.     "  Friend- 
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bUo  witli  all"  I'tui  uovsr  bn  xl  mitxim  outworn.  "  Kntaiui^nig 
nlliMRCtf "  lA  n  phraw  whicli  our  Itappy  ItistUin-  him  r»bW  ii4 
tU  appuKiUiiiuiw.  So  ttu>  country  Uy  ttupino.  a  ftlei-piiiglieantT. 
waiting  Uip  iuat*i(i  tniiirti  Lfaat  slicuild  aruiuo  bcr  to  her  netful 
inlif^riUlice. 

When  Mr.  Bliiitif  cptirwd  [xilitical  lift*.  Pmlcclioii  oonli 
hunlly  tx-  mdlt'i)  u  IiviD}[  tjumtion.  It  wiui  littlt?  nuire  Um 
what  fivuuntl  lliiiii^oek  \mA  niunvd  it,  n  **  likcul  kwac."  uid  1l> 
Uwality  wait  limiletl.  lu  iiitcr-^nktiotw  wore  imperfeirtlv  «4 
nnd  tlu-rafdi-fl  'M»  Qiiivermility  wafi  hanlly  iutajrinrtl.  In 
WimL  iiixl  Nortliwotit  i-ven  Krpubliran  plntComui  and  Im 
(utvn-Atwl  u  tJtrilT  for  nrvvniin  mily.  Mr.  Blntne  lUspiilcil  tlil 
(rniund  ut  the  lK-f{iiiiiiii};,  tunl  tnt-iwsantly  lulviivatdl  t  tanff  foe 
UiH  [initiii'tiiiii  or  Aiiii-miti  labor,  for  the  upbuilding  »r 
fArtiiTu,  fur  the  ruwnrdinn  nf  ^rioulturv,  fi»r  the  iDunniM  il 
t-iiinmcruUil  intrroliaiiKt'  uiiil  the  t-staliliithmeiit  of  |»niL-ti»I  a 
wt'11  an  tti«M>rutioHl  iiidftirainli'iirt'  of  forci)^!  eoutitries.  Tbr 
mid  |ierfi-(itly  freu  iuterriMl  InMli-  amnn};  tin*  StiitBa  b«  re)N<atFdlT 
lirniif;bl  to  publtii  notiw  aiid  delmti*.  While  the  nuticm  m» 
wakittft  t»  i1m  impurlMioe  of  t)ii«  tnde.  and  wm  KtiFwiitg  rickw 

!     !v|Jp'tr    .IimI.T    lIlU    |«.1Iry  nf    pn -liMn.    liv    «-;is  !,...kriL'("^ 

tirw  lirlil>  ill  wliiiii  111.'  riitoi'iiriM'  iilriMily  by^nn,  the  imliislrv 
,ilt,;..|>  •■u-A-z.:\.  .uA  llu.  vv.ullli  iiin'iidy  i-mduL-ed.  should  tinU 
-ijll  hiiilivi  iMrh-inii.     At  l;ist  ill.'  i.|.|.r)r-t Unity  bud  .■iinic. 

It,'  l,,i,l  Mill  hi-  nnrk  ill  III-'  n.osl  |,nieti.-iil  iimiiiier.  HoMm:' 
iliMt  111.-  vvlinir  rMiniiiriii  l,.Oni,i:,  t..  tlic  iii-w  oniiT,  hc  vie«v,i 
Cm. Ill, 1   .1-.  .iliiMih  ill   ilii'  line  "f   iL;Uiir.iI   ;i.ssiriiilation,  akin  in 

1.1 1,  h.i'lin.iii.;,  Ill-Ill  111  inns,  mi.l  .sitfely  to  he    li-ft  to  the  peai:f- 

liil  ,l.'v.l,,|Niii'iii  •'i  tiiiir.  'riic  l/iliii  nations  to  the  south,  .-f  ;i 
.lilT.T.'iii  14,  .■  lull  i.'iiiliii.u'  In  Kfpul'lifiin  institutions,  wniiM 
li.iM'  ,1  l,.Mlilii,i  u'i""lli  ''V  ivt^iiiiing  tlit-ir  autonoraieR.  Imi  I 
.-,,Ml,l  1,,.  .  li,.n-li,'il  aii.l  ,-li-.'ii;.'(liitin!cl  by  thi'  ^reat  rrtmliiir  ^.f  \ 
llii'  iiMiili,  Tlu'  liu'kcriii.'r',  liifiiiiiil.  iw.)luti<-in8.  wliich  maile 
Hi.'K  .l.iLlvrlii-niiii'Irs.  .iiii-.'  n'liiovf.l  aiid.  sttill  betttr,  pn-ventrtl. 
iiiiliisiiv  n-Kilil  liiiLl  iis  Ji:itiu"il  rcwiird  in  wealth,  and 
iM III  1.1    -liniiil.iir    iii,lii-iT\.      Tli.'ir   inexhaustible   niiile 
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made.  Reciprocity,  the  complement  of  Protection,  would 
speedily  follow.  Political  harmony,  international  friendship, 
and  national  prosperity  would  enable  the  American  republics 
to  give  the  law  to  the  world,  and  that  law  would  be  peace,  and 
in  the  train  of  i)eace,  prosperity,  true  progress,  happiness. 

But  first  must  Ixj  peace.  This,  Mr.  Blaine  believed  could  be 
accomplished  only  l>y  the  aid  of  our  own  country,  which  must  at 
once  abandon  her  attitude  of  segregation  and  isolation,  and  as- 
sume the  fraternal  relations  and  responsibilities  of  a  nation  not 
only  the  most  powerful  of  the  Western  hemisphere,  but  the 
founder  and,  in  some  sense,  the  guarantor  and  guardian  of 
Republican  principles  on  the  American  continent.  European 
powers  had  been  interested  in  promoting  strife  between  the 
Spanish- American  countries.  Weak  Southern  republics  were 
in  Euro[)ean  toils,  unwilling  victims,  unwitting  accomplices  of 
those  who  had  no  interest  in  i-epublics  save  to  wi-est  from  them 
personal  gsiin  ;  whose  object  was  to  foment  the  discord  which  it 
was  our  advantage  to  allay.  Mr.  Blaine's  purpose  was  to  con- 
solidate their  interests  and  conciliate  their  friendship  with  the 
strong  republic  of  the  North,  —  ultimately  building  up  by  the 
natural  alliances  of  mental  activity,  comfort,  and  culture,  a  con- 
tinental system  of  governments  l)y  the  people  and  for  the 
people,  in  which  the  United  States  should  hold  the  first  place 
because  first  in  the  confidence  of  all.  His  iuspinvtion  was  to 
win  for  our  country  the  primacy  of  peace,  otherwhere  sought 
through  war.  He  believed  the  time  had  fully  come  to  estaln 
lish  and  perpetuate  the  Republic  of  God;  to  show  that  the  path 
of  prosperity  need  not  be  a  way  of  blood  and  tears,  but  lies 
along  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  other  nations. 

Immediately  a  revivification,  which  was  like  the  thrill  of  new 
life,  stirred  in  the  republic.  A  straw  shows  the  way  of  the 
wind;  a  despatch  addressed  to  one  of  the  smaller  Soutliern 
nations,  the  new  Secretary  directed  to  Ije  re-written  with  greater 
deference,  explaining,  "  We  will  reserve  that  tone  for  the 
strong  nations."  It  was  evident  that  occasional  and  inciden- 
tal intervention  was  inadequate,  and  that  a  comprehensive 
plan  should  be  adopted  if  war  were  to  cease  in  the  Western 
hemisphere.  Formal  proposals  should  l)e  made  and  discussion 
shared  by  all  the  States,  of  some  method  by  which  the  Christian 
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principles  of  Christian  nations  should  [)ievail  in  national  affairs. 
Southern  turbulence  was  recognized  as  not  a  theme  for  jest, 
still  less  a  reason  for  avoidance,  but  a  matter  for  the  concen- 
tration of  the  most  serious  thought.  The  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  agreed  upon  a  plan  to  invite  all  the  inde- 
pendent governments  of  North  and  South  America  to  meet  in 
a  Peace  Congress  at  Washington. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  who  put  the  Monroe  doctrine  into 
the  President's  message  in  1823,  had  planned  a  similar  Congress 
to  meet  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama;  but  the  i)lan  encountered 
great  opposition  in  the  National  Congress,  and  was  never  car- 
ried out.  Tlie  country  adopted  enough  of  the  Adams-Monroe 
doctrine  to  keep  the  heavy  hand  of  the  Holy  Alliance  from 
forcing  the  revolted  colonies  Imck  to  Spain,  but  slept  while 
England  put  her  vigorous  sickle  to  the  harvests  which  tiie 
United  States  had  enabled  the  South  to  plant,  but  had  forbid- 
den Spain  to  reap.  So  far  short  of  comprehending  the 
Adams-Monroe  doctrine  had  our  statesmen  Ixjen,  that  in  the 
Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  they  had  formulated  and,  as  (ireat  Brit- 
ain maintained,  had  perpetuated  equsility  of  transit  rights 
l>etween  hei-self  and  the  United  States,  across  the  isthmus. 
For  sixty  years  the  slumber  had  husted  when  Garfield  and 
Blaine  opened  a  new  page  and  summoned  to  Washington  a 
Congress  of  all  the  Americas. 

The  three  re[)ublics  of  Chile,  P(U-u,  and  Bolivia  were  in  a 
stiit<5  of  war  whose  result  had  been  not  only  defeat  for  Peru,  but 
a  dissolution  of  her  government.  To  secure  the  attention 
and  attendance  of  these  States,  tranquillity  must  first  be  re- 
stored. It  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  and  delicacy  to 
inter[)ose  for  the  autonomy  of  the  concjuered  without  trenching 
u[)on  the  sensitive  [)ride  of  the  eoncjueror,  to  convince  both  that 
it  was  against  the  interest.s  of  all  that  a  South  American  nation 
should  perish.  A  provisional  government  had  been  formed  in 
Peru  and  was  viewed  with  favor  l)v  Chile.  Tlie  American 
Minister  was  instructed  to  recognize  it  if  it  were  supported  by 
the  character  and  intelligence  of  Peru,  and  were  honestly  work- 
ing to  reestablish  domestic  order  and  restore  peace  with  Chile; 
to  assure  tlie  Peruvians  of  the  sympathy  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  encourage  tliem  to  accept  even  hard  conditions,  rather 
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than   by  demanding   too   much,  to   force  the   continuance   of 
Chilian  control. 

At  the  same  time,  recognizing  the  rights  which  Chile  had  ac- 
quired by  success,  the  Minister  was  instructed  to  impress  upon 
the  Chilian  authorities,  in  possession  of  Peru,  that  tlic  more 
liberal  and  considerate  their  policy  the  surer  would  it  l)e  to 
secure  a  Uisting  setth^nient.  Relying  uj)on  (^bile's  declaration 
tliat  it  was  not  a  war  for  con([uest,  but  for  guarantee  of  future 
peace,  he  was  to  exert  all  his  influence  to  induce  Chile  not  to 
insist  upon  cession  of  territory,  the  last  humiliation  of  war,  as 
a  sine  qua  twn  of  peace,  as  a  condition  prtjcedent  to  negotiation, 
but  only  iis  a  subject  of  negotiation ;  and  to  secure  for  the 
provisional  government  a  sufficient  fivedom  and  force  of  action 
to  give  it  stjinding  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  same  friendly  voice  warned  off  intruders  and  gave  notice 
that  American  questions  were  to  b:»  disentangled  from  foreign 
and  monarchical  complications.  With  the  assurance  that  the 
government  of  the  United  Suvtes  wius  seeking  only  to  perform 
the  jMirt  of  a  friend  to  <all  the  South  American  re[)ublics,  were 
coupled  the  significant  hint  and  hope  that  the  negotiations  for 
peace  would  be  conducted,  and  tinul  settlement  l)etween  tlie  two 
countries  determined,  without  invoking  on  either  side  the  aid 
or  intervention  of  any  European  power ;  and  that  the  United 
States  would  regret  to  Ixj  compelled  to  consider  how  far  a  more 
active  interposition  might  be  forced  upon  it,  by  any  attempted 
complication  of  this  (piestion  with  European  politics. 

Even  the  friendly  overtures  of  the  French  President  towards 
concerted  intervention  by  France,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United 
States  were  symj)athetically  and  respectfully  declined,  with  the 
reminder  that  the  United  States  had  not  belonged  to  that 
system  of  States,  of  which  Fnince  and  (xreat  Britain  are  im- 
portant memlxjrs,  and  had  never  participated  or  desired  to 
l>articii)ate  in  the  adjustment  of  their  cont^Mitions ;  while  by 
their  proximity  of  situation,  simihirity  in  origin  and  frame  of 
government,  unity  of  political  interest  on  all  questions  of  foreign 
intercourse,  and  their  geographical  remoteness  from  Euroi)e, 
the  republics  of  America  are  younger  sistei*s  of  this  govern- 
ment. 

The  same  warning  signal  was  promptly   hoisted   over   the 


UUiioas  of  Putianui.  Mr.  Rliiiiio  tuin-  Uiat  tbe  jncmsing  too- 
meivo  of  itiG  world  |>n<iwiiig  iurrt  ii|>  AKaitMt  mir  .tlinrcti  coolil  out 
maoh  Jou^T  lie  niHti-siiietl.  but  luusi  (licrttf  tluit  narrow  neck  <d 
luxl  nttd  iluw  thruu{;)i  from  ucean  to  ocvaii  irtv»wt)bla  as  their 
tidea.  Mituj-  thoiiglit  Itc  wiu  inakiiit'  n  nutu  Mli.  Hcwu  ui» 
pl.V  BBAkinjr  jiihmI  tht-  cfwat-lino  nf  Anivriiai.  The  Grent  r.iweif 
uf  EuMptt,  Mlrviidy  coiiaidcring  »  joint  fjpmmnter  nf  tin-  {» 
tin  ititeroceaiiio  oannl.  vcen  ptmiudad  that  eviry  )<t«]t  dtn-mi 
re(]uisiu>  in  thu  iircmities  luul  liet-ii  twkuti  by  this  gnvenmii 
in  the  lUHt  KettpratJon  mid  n-quired  no  reenforcoiaont.  Mcc-eoii 
or  tUM-nt  from  nrn' other  I'OWt^r;  Unit  lliia  gnvoriititpnt  had 
WHy»  vindiiTated  the  iioutrality  tu>  giuin»it«(Hl,  nnd  »p[<rThintda4 
uo  conUufn^tiuv  ill  which  Kuch  vindication  would  tint  he  wji}i! 
iUt  jKiWfr;  mid  lliai  iiny  movement  lovrarda  ttu{iplenienting  ttw 
g^uaraatee  wnulil  he  reganlpd  at<  lui  uiicalltHl  for  intnuiw 
Tbc  integrity  *.*(  oitr  niotivoi  was  net  forth  with  im  leM  fnnk- 
twe*  and  dolail  than  tlic  distinctniHu  of  our  intention  to 
retain  iiti|ilti:a1  cnutnd  of  the  isthmiu  transit  itt  unopcraliit^ 
with  thu  Unilwl  States  of  Colombia  and  with  tlie  Uiuiad  Stuta 
of  (.''Olnmliia  only,  uf  wliuiw  uoast-Iinv,  equally  with  onr  own.  dw 
projected  Banal  wmild  form  a  part.  Profeaaing  and  [■roving 
;i  ]H>lii'y  iif  [ii'iu'i'  ;iiir]  friviidfihi]!  towiirils  evfi-y  ;:roVfnmi(-m 
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Secretary's  familijir  ac([uaintiiiice  with  British  history,  from 
the  earliest  time  to  our  own,  enabled  him  to  use  the  argutnentum 
ad  homhiem  with  a  force  that  never  can  be  met.v  ^The  Ameri- 
can Minister  was  instructed,  and  empowered  if  necessary,  cour- 
teously to  communicate  his  instructions,  that  '"  this  government, 
with  respect  to  Euroi)ean  States,  will  not  consent  to  perpetuate 
any  treaty  that  im})eaches  our  riglitful  and  long-establislied  claim 
to  priority  on  the  American  continent ;  tliat  the  right  of  Euro- 
pean powei's  to  assent  to  the  terms  of  neutrality  implies  the  right 
to  dissent,  and  thus  the  whole  question  would  l>c  thrown  ojien 
for  contention  as  an  international  issue  ;  that  it  is  the  fixed  pur- 
IK)se  of  the  United  States  to  consider  it  strictly  and  solely  as 
an  American  ciuestion,  to  be  dealt  with  and  decided  by  the 
American  [wwers.  .  .  .  Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
United  States  government,  the  time  shall  l>e  auspicious  and  the 
conditions  favomble  for  the  construction  of  the  Nicaraguan  canal, 
no  aid  will  be  needed  outside  of  the  resources  of  our  own  govern- 
ment and  people.  .  .  .  Between  the  United  Sfcites  and  the 
other  American  Republics  there  can  be  no  hostility,  no  jealousy, 
no  rivalry,  no  distrust  —  the  United  States  will  act  in  entire  har- 
mony with  the  governments  within  whose  territory  the  canals 
shall  be  located.  The  present  proposal  of  this  government  is 
to  free  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  from  embarrassing  features, 
and  to  leave  it,  as  its  framci-s  intended  it  should  l>e,  a  full  and 
perfect  settlement,  for  all  time,  of  all  possible  issues  l)etween 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  Central 
America."  It  wiis  urged  that  the  existing  status  was  practical 
abrogation,  since  no  agreement  was  ever  reached  as  to  what  its 
language  meant ;  and  should  Ik)  recognized  by  the  formal  abro- 
gation of  certain  clauses,  es[)ecially  the  one  forbidding  the 
United  States  to  fortify  the  canal  in  conjunction  with  the 
country  in  which  it  was  to  be  located.  This  clause,  Mr.  Blaine 
pointed  out,  left  the  great  naval  power  of  Great  Britain  perfectly 
unrestmined  while  preventing  the  United  States  from  using  its 
equally  ilUmitable  military  power.  Clear-sighted  English  jour- 
nals saw  at  once  and  proclaimed  that  the  Secretaiy  of  State  de- 
signed to  establish  a  despotism  over  all  the  Americas,  while  the 
directness  of  his  language  caused  great  distress  to  the  etiquette 
of  England;    but   no  one  furnished   a   formula  under  which 


AiiMrionn  ilnu>rmiiiNtinn  to  take  tbii<  continent  in  hand  ilaoe 
ooald  be  sn  rlipldiuntimltj'  onnchiK)  uh   to  win  the  it|i{tmlabiiD 

of  KnglKii'I. 

Ti>  l-lia  rM>w  ndmintHt rati  1)1)  whitrh  bad  jiuit  oontit)  intii  {i^wet 
in  Ui'xii'o,  tlie  ni!W  wlmttiUtrsUon  of  the  Nrtrth  stint  i-jinlicl 
<>on[fmtulHlii>nH,  ilcxirini;  tliut  tlic  t4r»  nf  fomiii«mn)  and  idw- 
tml  tntrrchitiitire  ulioiild  Ite  ho  coniinnerl  atid  itii*i¥i4K4!i)  m  t» 
Hl>«nfj;th«n  tliB  matiuil  i^Mid-will  nf  thii  twii  uciontriebL.  and  tliit 
tliv  dovelopnietit  of  ^[<'xi<»n  rRfimrre^,  i^vvn  lij  cnojimitiaii  at 
tinitttd  SUUt.  oitiiM'M*,  rtlii>uld  I>p  for  thf  iirimary  bvnt-lit  irf  tin 
Mf-xitian  iit>r>[ili>  tlieranflviw,  recti^iir.iiigiu  tbu  iudei>end(!iici>  ul 
intoprity  of  ttiii  Mesirim  nation  u  mttuml  tinnlitj  which  MubM 
Ih)11i  llqiiihliw  to  tmit«  in  ii  rloser  union  of  [taUticKl  srmistlif 
and  fripiiibihip. 

Trouble  haviuf;  xriHcii  bvtvrtnin  Mexico  and  Guatemala  <m  t 
qntsition  of  h«iuidnri«R,  tlio  latter  Stat«  aaked  Oic  j^wti  offitTS 
of  tliin  (^iv43nituHnt  as  the  iiatiinil  protector  of  Ki'puliiicn 
interr»t».  They  Mf«rc  proiniitly  and  wanuly  rendered.  Tin 
un«elfiithne.<ct  of  Amencan  int«rpotiition  waa  illii»[rnl«d  \>y  tb» 
sa^)erb  which  the  United  States  bad  &«ely  lent  tu  M<sxi«u  «n» 
when  we  wiTi-  rni^tp-il  ill  iv  di-^jH'ratf  domeslic  stniirjle,  ;iu'i 
..lily  llMt  liiM,..!..!-  M-Ilisliii,'ss  WHS  ;i[.pCiilo.l  In  wliicli  invuivrs  llie 
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expressed  his  great  personal  and  official  interest  in  the  reunion 
of  Central  America,  and  his  hope  to  see  its  accomplishment  dur- 
ing his  own  administration. 

Watchmen  on  the  outer  walls  reported  that  Great  Britain  was 
insinuating  hei'self  l)etween  Hawaii  and  the  United  States. 
Instantly  the  American  Hag  was  flung.  Hawaii  wius  a  preempted 
and  important  port  of  American  commerce  encircling  the  world. 
It  was  officered  by  Americans,  and  was  to  be  jicld  b}"^  Ameri- 
cans. The  Hawaiian  government  was  assured  that  if  any  other 
power  should  deem  it  proper  to  employ  undue  influeiu^e  to  per- 
suade or  compel  action  in  derogation  of  the  treaty  of  1875,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  would  not  be  unol)servant()f  its 
rights  and  interests,  and  would  be  neither  unwilling  nor  unpre- 
pared to  support  the  Hawaiian  government  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  its  treaty  obligations.  The  good  v/ill  of  the  Hawaiian 
government  was  not  impeached,  and  Its  desire  to  carry  out 
treaty  provisions  in  good  faith  was  encouraged,  but  the  Ameri- 
can iK)sition  was  restated  with  a  comprehensiveness  whi(^h  in-* 
eluded  every  form  of  finesse  or  legal  technicality  whereby 
Hawaii,  without  formal  change  of  government,  miglit  be  brought 
under  the  controlling  influence  of  a  foreign  power.  ''  The  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  hits  always  avowed  and  now 
repeats  that,  under  no  circumstjinces  will  it  permit  the  transfer 
of  the  territory  or  sovereignty  of  these  islands  to  any  of  the 
European  powei-s.  It  is  too  obvious  for  argument  that  the  [)os- 
Hcssion  of  these  islands  by  a  great  murilime  [)ower  would  not 
only  be  a  dangerous  diminution  of  the  just  and  necessary  in- 
fluence of  tlie  United  Stiites  in  the  watei*s  of  the  Pacific,  but 
in  Ciise  of  international  difficulty  it  would  be  a  positive  th^^at 
to  American  interests*  too  important  to  be  lightly  risked. 

"  The  policy  of  this  country  witli  regard  to  the  Pacific  is  tlie 
natural  complement  to  its  Atlantic  policy.  The  history  of  our 
European  relations  for  fifty  yeai-s  shows  the  jealous  concern  with 
which  the  United  States  has  guarded  its  control  of  the  coast 
from  foreign  interference.  Its  attitude  towaid  Cuba  is  in  point. 
That  rich  island,  the  key  to  tht;  (iulf  of  Mexico,  is,  though  in 
the  hands  of  Spain,  a  part  of  the  American  commercial  system. 
My  predecessor.  Mi*.  Secretary  Everett,  showed  that,  without 
forcing  or  even  coveting  possession  of  the  island,  its  condition 


r^ii 


atmiu.ifur  or  jauku  «.   ulaisk. 


WKfl  esaentially  aa  Aim>riOHii  i|UHSt)on  :  tlnit   if  ever  oewliiK  U 
lie  SpanUb,  CiiIhi  miut  ni-riwwirily  become   AmnricMi,  uid  unt 
fall  tiiirlor  any  other  Eiirojxam  ilomiimtinn.  anrf  ihat  the  c«^ 
leiw  movement  of  itpgrf^lion  of  American  int*'reHla  from  F.nre- 
[leau  pftnlro!,  ami  uriitii-Atinn  in  ii  Ununler  Aiuprican  sphrre  ni 
ilidcp«'nd«'nt  life.  rouM   hoi  will  ttliitald  »nt   Iw    olir«rViHl.    TW 
in»t4>ria1  |HM»-M(i(tii  of  1  lawuii  is  not  iVsinxl  by  the  I  ^  nileil  Suia 
any  iiiiiri'  llwu  was  tbal  iif  ('nlnu     But  under  no  ciniumsUmifM 
rim  Uie  L'nited  SUIm  permit  any  t-haujfe  in  the   turriUtrial  cod* 
trol  (if  I'iUiin-  whic-li  wonld  nil  it  inirift  from  the  Am«*rii-aii  swli-i 
wiien*tii  they  IhiUi  inilifli»n«ahly  Indong,  by  the  o)iemCion  of  oat 
ml  InwK.  ntid  muMt  Iwloiitf  )ty  tbenperotinnnf  politipnl  nr>raaiil]H 
The  t'nitfld  Static  wii«  one  of  the  firftt  iimun^  the  great  nii^iiBfc 
iif  thi!  wnrlil  til    tukv  an   artive   inU-rest  in    the    iipbuildins  ■* 
Hnwaitan  iiidept^ndeiice,  and  Uipcn'ation  of  n  new  and  [xiteiitiil 
life  for  its  jieitjile.     It  hiia  consistently   eiiti«*avored,  and  with 
JtiiooeM,  ki  t>nlMr}r(!  the  tniiterial  pntsjierity  of  Hawnii  oii 
I>eadent   Iwwis.     It  proposBs  to   Im  equally   unremlltin);  in 
effort*!  hen-afh-r  to  tnaint^titi  i»nd  develop  the  advantages 
hftve  accrued  to  HawaiL,  and  to  draw  doner  thu  ties  which  im] 
altvelv 
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citizens  in  foreign  lands  would  lead  to  consideration  of  tlie 
matter  with  a  view  to  common  action  thereon.  It  was  suggested 
that  a  movement  might  be  initiated  embracing  other  powers 
whosr  service  in  the  work  of  progress  was  commensurate  with  our 
own,  to  the  end  that  Russia  might  be  influenced  by  their  joint 
representations,  and  that,  wliile  abating  no  part  of  his  intention 
to  press  upon  the  Russian  government  the  just  claim  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  to  less  liarsh  treatment  in  the  empire  by  reason  of 
their  faith,  the  President  would  await  witli  pleasure  an  oppor- 
tunity for  an  interchange  of  views  upon  the  subject  with  the 
government  of  Her  Majesty. 

Upon  the  assassination  of  Czar  Alexander,  nine  days  after 
President  Garfield's  inauguration,  the  American  government 
was  prompt  to  signalize  not  only  its  abhorrence  of  assassination 
as  a  crime  and  a  failure,  but  American  gratitude  to  the  slain 
emperor.  It  recalled  his  generous  i>oliey  towards  this  country 
in  its  hour  of  supreme  trial  —  more  noticeable  in  contrast  with 
the  policy  of  England  and  of  France.  The  latter  the  Secretary 
was  careful  however  to  attribute  to  the  already  overthrown 
dynasty  of  Buonaparte,  and  not  to  the  French  people,  who 
*^have  always  been  our  friends;"  and  with  the  heartiest  wishes 
for  the  success  of  the  new  Emperor  as  a  sovereign  joined  wishes 
as  hearty  for  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  Russian  people. 

The  Irish  question,  over  which  England  has  for  generations 
struggled  with  varying  degrees  of  failure,  vexed  the  iKilities  of 
this  as  of  other  administrations.  Law-abiding  Irislnnen,  natu- 
ralized into  American  citizens,  and  imprisoned  by  the  British 
authorities  uix)n  accusation  of  crime  while  visiting  their  niother- 
countiy,  are  a  fruitful  source  of  trouble.  This  govt^rnment  dis- 
claimed desire  to  shield  any  citizens  from  the  legid  consequences 
of  their  acts,  but  it  must  "  insist  upon  the  safeguards  common  to 
English  and  American  law —  the  right  of  the  accused  to  l)e  in- 
formed immediately  upon  arrest  of  the  specific  crime  or  offence 
upon  which  he  is  held,  to  be  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
a  speedy  trial  before  an  impartial  court  and  jury,  and  to  prompt 
release  in  case  there  is  no  spei'ific  charge  against  him." 

When  the  Umpire  of  the  Spanish  Claims  Commission  gave  an 
opinion  whose  effect  was  to  undo  a  decree  of  (^ourt  naturaliz- 
ing a  Spanish  claimant,  the  State  Dc[)artment  extinguished  it 


aioGHApnr  or  jamei*  g. 


with  tJiu  «iini)li!  priDcipIe  Uiat  Ctingreas  can  exerciae  no  protcr 
tight  over  mi  AmorK^-uii  citJzon  Uiiui  lite  ('oiutitutitmgivt.^  uxl 
that  whnt  lite  KxeisuUve  DopAitment  canuot  do,  it  cniiiiot  per- 
mit A  uominiiMioii  to  tUi;  nnil  tbc  (.iiaeliiKW^  and  vtgtir  of  tbeic 
tUlumiicti  (Tnv«-  til  tliUKC  old  triiUw  ii  iivw  ]Miwer. 

The  Meonttiirr'ii  raport  iifion  our  oouaular  cnurts  m  Eutt-m 
BouDtritM,  [Miiutix]);  out  defects  and  Mu^eMling'  nwdvil  nrndifii-a- 
UonA  in  th«  cxtra-tarritoriHl  jtirinwlict^oiutl  sysl<iut»,  pi  tmiuglu 
inUi  «tn>i)};  reHof  hy  t)w  ^reat  raovemeiit  which,  BfteeD  v<es» 
afterwurdH,  in  chjiuging  the  hce  of  thu  Baxtom  wiirhl. 

All  tliU  widv-nMu-hiiif;  iM-nuHcfiiw  noine  U*  a  crazy  and  imlwu- 
ilous  t*nil. 

Frotu  the  ^i'<>nt  inouatirea  which  the  Pnwideut  IovlhI  he  wv 
iKi-eiutHnlv  ofloii  calleil  (o  rotisider  minor  Itut  imimrtMnt  [M)i>it.'>: 
th)?  fiUinff  of  subordiiiat*!  ollifDd.  the  rcconcitiiig  of  lunall  uid 
oftnn  of  iM-llwh  int«ru4t«.  all  of  which,  Iiciwnvor  distar^tefnl,  wa 
indtH|)«nwil<lf  bi  the  Nimtotlk  ruiutiug  of  ttie  {rnvcminvnt  machin- 
vrv.  and  wnn  tlivrvfore  his  ini)K>nittve  duly.  It  u-om  »\u:U  dvUtU 
UuU  niaile  httu  i-rvontom; tUy iin|B»tieiiUy  lo  Mr.  Blaine."!  Itif 
liMiidnding  all  tJiwe  yun  with  id«B)i,  and  lt«ra  I  nm  dealing 
onlv  with  (Msnuvn:*.  I  h««t  \)crn  Iwrptofore  tn^niini; 
fun",|.ir,„.tii,.l  |.ilini|.I,->..f  ^..,v,-nmi,-iit.  al.iMi.-iv  I  aio  I- 
i-i-  .>;i  ,liv  viL-il„T  A  -r  I'.  -)m11  !»■  .ii.i-.ini.-.l  i,,  thi> 
.'th.  ■■.   ■        \;ui  .ijKri.  ■■  \lv    l„..l  :  uii.it    i^  ili.M.-   in   thi-  [.I; 
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mine.  If  you  can  show  the  magnanimity  of  overlooking  what 
,A  said  of  you — when  you  are  directly  resiKmsible  for  his 
appointment  —  surely  B  can  overlook  what  lie  said  of  him 
when  he  is  not  responsiWe  at  all.  Do  as  you  please  in  your 
own  best  judgment." 

He  lielieved  that  the  President  had  showed  a  chivalric 
generosity  towards  all  comei-s,  sometimes  to  his  own  manifest 
disadvantage.  **  Bhiine  and  I,"  tlie  Pi-esident  once  said,  '*  have 
too  much  feeling  to  be  where  we  are  — we  liave  too  much  [)ain 
in  the  refusals  we  have  constantly  to  make.'' 

The  Secretary  l>elieved  the  power  and  dignity  of  tlie  Execu- 
tive involved  in  the  right  of  nomination  to  the  great  offices. 
"  John  Sherman  at  the  height  of  his  prestige  as  Secretiuy  of 
the  Treasury  desired  removals  and  appointments  to  which  Presi- 
dent Hayes  could  not  ccmsent,  and  Sherman  submitted.  Vou 
are  a  far  greater  man  than  Hayes,  and  John  Sherman  is  a  far 
greater  man  tlian  F.  If  Sherman  should  submit  to  Hayes,  a 
fortiori  should  F  submit  to  (Tarlield.  If  F  carries  his  point 
now,  you  will  have  seven  mastei^s  in  the  ('abinet  inst+^ad  of 
seven  ministei-s  under  vour  own  Constitutional  direction." 

From  New  York  he  wrote  the  President  of  the;  "  splendid 
impression  your  work  luus  madts"  and  ""^  If  the  gentlemen  who 
have  had  nine  or  ten  consecutive  large  a])poiiitments  are  growl- 
ing, it  only  shows  their  utttM*  unreiusonableness  and  discloses 
the  design  that  would  have  used  iftnir  administration  to  crush 
your  friends." 

But  these  troubles  were  over.  Mr.  Conkling,  leader  of  the 
defeated  faction,  whose  large  capacity  for  discontent  and  extnior- 
dinary  alrility  in  its  expression  had  induced  the  most  vigor- 
ous and  pei'sistent  attacks  on  the  constitutional  prerogatives 
of  the  Chief  Executive,  falsified  Mr.  Blaine's  augury,  and 
sawed  off  the  limb  of  the  tree  while  lu*  was  on  its  outer  end. 
Failing  to  secure  from  President  (iarii(*ld  all  the  appointments 
which  he  imperiously  demanded,  and  from  the  Senate  the  rejec- 
tion of  all  those  which  he  imperiously  opposed,  he  resigned  his 
seat  in  that  body.  His  constituents  accjuiesced  in  his  action,  re- 
fused to  return  him  to  the  Senate,  and  he  was  thus  forever 
retired  from  public  life. 

On  the  evening  of  June  80,  the  Presiilent  walked  from  the 


516  BioGRApftr  or  jamrh  «.    blaine. 

Whit«  Housn  to  Mr.  Itli)in«'it.  Mn.  RlMne.  dumidng  to  m 
liim  from  tlie  windnw,  inuDedUtoly  opeued  the  drxtr  to  liim  L 
self,  utd  pcrliaiNi  ^\c  hitn  on«  more  niglii  in  this  wnrld ;  fitr  tin 
auiuwtn.  lurking  in  the  darkneiw  nppu«tit«.  fnltered.  Wlwu  the 
viMt  wuH  ijciucludetL  Mr.  Hlaino  walktHl  liome  with  the  I'residenI 
letsnrety,  ntid  Htfiiin  liis  lifu  w>ui  Kpiired,  for  thr  nNuwsin  foltav 
ing  8t*althily  bKhind.  t^uuhl  not  nprvo  himself  in  tlic  iloDhle 
pretwnce.  The  Prwident  wan  to  go  next  diiy  to  Mii8«achinetti 
to  celebrate  the  aimivcTBary  of  his  collegi'.  imil  Mr. 
promiited  to  mtn>t  him  Ht  tho  \Vliit«  lloiup  and  Hc<vtm|)«nv  1 
to  tlie  Htation.  In  the  morning  tlie  PrtwidentV  elder  *a 
hop  of  foartevn  and  iiixteeu.  wlio  were  goiiiK  with  him.  r 
into  their  f«ther'«  room  »*,  lOH^ti  lui  tlu-y  were  up  nnd  before  U 
hsd  li-ien,  and  in  the  hi^nt  of  youtliful  hlorxl  nne  <>f  llien  t 
a  flying  lcn[>  ovisr  lii»  I»c<l.  "Tliere."  exclaini»*d  the 
"yon  are  President  of  the  United  Stntes.  hut  you  tim't  da' 
th»t." — "  I  don't  know  ahoitt  tki^,"  Miid  the  I*i-«s(idfnt  of  lla 
United  Stales,  and  imniedintely  rose  and  di<I  it;  and  furt 
tucking  it  )H)y  nnder  each  ann,  enrried  ihcni  to  their  roonm  u 
dejxHiting  tliem  on  the  floor  bade  them  "  droaa." 

Mr.  Illiiine  awoke  h»t<'.  and  to  keep  his  Ap|H>inrment  limv! 
tlir  Wliilr  UniiM.  I..fuiv  l.nMkfast.  lK-<iffiili,'  hU  fanillv  tu  :i»a 
lli^  ivinni.      ■\U'\    «,iH,-,l   :iiiil   li.-  .liil    ii.it"  .■.,ni.-. 
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ground  for  encouragement  he  gave  it  freely,  but  it  was  in 
the  midst  of  rose-colored  reports  that  his  steady  good  faitli  with 
the  people  gave  them  premonition  of  the  end. 

It  came  on  the  nineteenth  of  September. 

During  the  long  iUness  Mr.  Blaine  was  practically  at  the  head 
of  the  administration,  and  the  tranquillity  of  a  self-governing 
people  was  not  for  one  moment  disturbed.  After  the  death  of 
the  President  the  Vice-President  took  the  oath  of  office  and 
became  President. 

Mr.  Arthur  had  not  l)een  nominated  to  the  vice-presidency 
with  a  view  to  the  succession.  His  political  experience  and 
apparentl}*^  his  political  interest  liad  been  chiefly  confined  to  the 
city  of  New  York.  With  Mr.  Bh\ine  his  relations  had  l)een  en- 
tirely friendly,  though  never  intimate.  When,  under  President 
Hayes'  administration,  Mr.  Bhiine  hfid  thought  him  too  severely 
attacked  as  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York,  he  had  defended 
him  warmly.  Walker,  in  a  letter  of  that  time,  had  written  from 
New  York : 

"...  I  met  Collector  Arthur,  who  was  very  cordial,  inviting 
me  to  liis  house  and  to  the  Custom  House,  and  telling  me  tliat 
he  would  be  very  glad  to  do  for  me  anything  that  lay  in  his 
power.  '  Your  father  hiis  laid  me  under  a  debt  of  gratitude,' 
said  he.  '  Of  course  I  learnt  of  his  speech  only  in  confidence, 
but  he  made  a  magnificent  defen(^e  for  me  in  Executive  ses- 
sion. 


The  transition  from  the  collect4>rship  to  continental  politics  — 
for  the  vice-presidency  need  not  l)e  ac('ounted  of  —  was  abrupt. 
Those  who  were  nearest  th(^  Vice-President  at  the  time  of  the 
assassination  thought  him  alive  to  the  magnitude  of  the  issue,  and 
the  impressiveness  of  the  situation  ;  thought  that  he  dreaded 
rather  than  desired  the  Presidency.  When  the  hour  c^ame  he 
bore  the  test  as  well  as  the  country  liad  a  rigiit  to  exjunit.  So 
longsus  Mr.  Blaine  remained  in  the  State  Department,  its  foreign 
policy  wjis  wide  in  scope,  high  in  motive,  positive,  progressive, 
imposing.  When  he  retired,  it  was  broken  in  pieces.  To  its 
integrity  and  to  its  destruction  the  President  maintained  an 
attitude  of  equal  acquiescence. 

On  the  22d  of  Se])tember  Mr.  Blaine,  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet,  tendered  his  resignation.     President  Arthur 
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desitwl  All  to  remiun  until  aftur  Uit-  n*^ular  meetiiii;  nf  CoagM 
ia  December.     On  OutotMsr  l^tli  Mr.  Hlninu  raut^wed  bis  t 
tioii  in  a  noUi  to  tlie  PrvsideDt : 


-••  JU  HocroUrf  Wlniitun'n  rxiwwlml  rotnm  tn  the  Smouo  mij- 
VHsiuiy  In  Uio  Tnumury  Un|>ftruiiifi)i  in  n  fow  diij's.  I  hare  Uiuo^t 
>]«o  rrnilcr  an  mrlier  rtvonsliiirTtlon  of  your  Caliin^it  dcairmlilc  lo  jua. 
Um[  Pfeiit  I  trust  /ou  Will  niit  bti  fmliamuuiptl,  at  Ih«m  an  Tar  &■  I  on 
ppmivl.  tiy  your  |>raTlriu«  oMlgnmoDt  of  b  lUle  for  wrlihdrawal.  It  wdl 
DntlrnW  «|(T««a)>li>  ti>  tu«  hi  Lnm  »v«r  Ihr  i)f>pBrttui-<nt  tti 
iui>  4lay  ihiit  will  prove  moat  (iMirablv  and  oimvniilent  fur  jooaatt. 
Inlvnilnl  to  Ha;  iblM  tu  j»ii  yimUnilay.  lint  fmni  tirevsura  •>{  odwr 
f(irp>t  ll. 

-'  'Die  I'n-Niili^tit  re[ieate«I  hin  request  ihnt  Mr.  Itbiiiir  kIioi 
reumiti  until   Dvctiiubvr,  luid  bo  remained. 

In  Octt^wr  CAine  the  ]ili»wtHK  <laty  of  receiviiif;  the  guests 
tbe  natiou,  tbe  fsmiUes  nf  \*od  Steuben  ami  of  Lafayette,  who 
Jtily  bttd  \w!vn  invit4.'<l  t'l  Ix?  prBsi'nt  lit  our  ci-iit«iiitiiil  ctMat 
tiniui,  Rspe<'iidly  of  the  suiTeiider  of  Yorktnwii.     In  writing 
invttatioiu,  [«ra  wan  tiikun  to  dintribtite  the  g^lot^-  ttiid  the  gral^ 
time  M  widely  tut  pounililc  nvfr  tli.'  cfnnitries  .if  th 

riallv  llir  li^.■  ^.iv.'   tN|,  K,    1  .,rkt..un.    Mi.    lU.iiN,'    .u,.\     M ; .  Hi;! 

U.,.,i,.n,n,lv  .,»,„, Ir.l  ll,,.  ],>..,■-.  slu,,,-  „r  ,l„.  u,„k  ^u,.l   tl..|,n.>>- 

1.,  \V,,lk,i.\sli.-,'  .,|r"i III.  .Iiilx  1.^,s    riiinl  AsM-,u,ntS.crr- 

MM   ill' <'ii   .1    lil'M^.iiil  sMi|.iw.    in,i,i    I'l-Hsi.l.-iil  (;,.rfi,'l,!...li<l 

w^'^  i.i''  ■U'l m  lli^il  li.>  sij.ni.'.l.       Alsiirei.n.ll.umm- 

WivMill   ii uvrs    nf    Fwuuv.  iiiKl  VMrklovMi   iu-If  >v.. 

:.,.|,l,.,>liii-  ISnl,.!,  .I..|,.,il,  l„it  III..  stnm^r„,,irit  ..f  |„m,..-  „v.r- 
l.,iv  ,ill  ,lj-n,ii|.  ,„„1  >.i„.|,  Mv.  Mliii.,.  |,roi,<Mn,L.o.l  iLal  -m 
l-,.,wuit.,,l,  Ml   ,!„■   lri,i„lh    Ivl:ai,msM.  h,li.i.;,iKi  s.)    htlfliilv  sul> 

slviiiij,.  Iu.in-,.i,i;iv,,i  i;ni,,i,i  ,,,„li|,„  r.tit.-.l  States,  ill  tl.<. trail 

iiMii-.  i.'i  ,i'il  ill,'  r.hi  111  ic.>  t,i  ii'Kii-.  .  .  ,  ll  i«  ln-ivlivdnirreJ 
Ih,,l  111  Ilir,  \.<-,v  Ml    ll,,..,.  .,.|-vur^,  |.,,n.iiK.iii,.r:itive   ..f  'ihi.  va[i>r 

I'li-I   -' I-  ■!'     '>iH'   l.,ivf..lii,.rs   in    tl,.-ir    i.alri.iti.-   slrn.'.l,-  U 

iiiil'l-Mil,. (ll,.   ISnii.li   11., ^.  .l,;ill  1,,-siUute.l  l,v  tl,M-„iv,.^-.i 
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Arrangements  for  the  Peace  Congress,  which  had  heen  inter- 
rupted by  the  assassination,  were  renewed,  and  on  the  29th 
of  November  tlie  President  extended  "to  all  the  independent 
countries  of  North  and  South  America  an  earnest  invitation 
to  i)articij)ate  in  a  General  Congress  to  be  lield  in  the  city  of 
Washington  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  November,  18S2,  for  the 
puri)Ose  of  considering  and  discussing  the  methods  of  prevent- 
ing war  between  the  nations  of  America.  He  desires  that  the 
attention  of  the  Congress  shall  be  strictly  c(mfined  to  this  one 
great  object ;  that  its  sr>le  aim  shall  l)e  to  seek  a  way  of  ]>er- 
manently  averting  the  horrors  of  cruel  and  bloody  combat  be- 
tween countries,  oftenest  of  one  blood  and  speech,  or  the  even 
worse  calamity  of  internal  (tommotion  and  civil  strife ;  that  it 
shall  regsird  the  burdensome  and  far-reai^hing  consequences  of 
such  struggles,  exhausted  finances,  oi)pressive  debt,  onerous  taxa- 
tion, ruined  cities,  paralyzed  industries,  devastated  fields,  ruthless 
conscription,  the  sbuighter  of  men,  the  grief  of  the  widow  and 
the  orphan  ;  —  with  a  legacy  of  embittered  resentments,  that  long 
survive  those  who  provoked  them  and  heavily  afflict  the  innocent 
generations  that  come  after/' 

The  day  was  set  far  ahead  in  the  h<>[)e  that  ( -bile,  Peru,  and 
Bolivia  might  comiM)se  their  differences  in  season  to  take  part 
in  the  delil)erations  of  the  Congress. 

Instructions  to  the  ministers  t^  Peru  and  Chile  had  been 
explicit,  and  were  framed  with  a  view  to  the  reestnblishment  of 
domestic  order  and  the  restoration  of  peace.  The  sympathy  of 
the  United  States  was  freely  protTered,  and  while  the  (*laims 
of  American  citizens  were  to  be  defendt^d,  the  ministers  were 
cautioned  against  tiiking  unfair  advantage  of  the  disturbed  con- 
dition of  society,  either  in  pressing  American  claims  or  in  adopt- 
ing and  pushing  the  claims  of  citizens  or  corporations  of  other 
countries.  Some  mLsa[)[)rehensions  of  facts  or  some  mistakes  of 
judgment  by  the  ministers,  partly  occiisioned  [wrhaps  by  the 
{>ardonable  error  of  too  great  sympathy  with  the  nation  to  wlii(?h 
each  was  accredited,  created  erroneous  and  hurtful  impressions 
in  Peru  and  Chile  regarding  the  intentions  of  the  United  States, 
and  special  envoys  were  sent  to  the  two  countries,  not  to  su- 
persede the  ministers,  but  to  assume  control  of  the  negotiations. 
In  this  delicate  matter,  bearing  not  only  on  the  general  interei^ts 
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f>f  pviuw,  Irtit  on  tlie  iwjtt-i'inl  iiiUire«U(  of  tlm  n*rw  moireimHil 
fi»r  roniineiital  frieudaliiii,  tliu  St'cretiiry  huIih-U:^!  twi  nw-n  i* 
whom  fiiploraM-y  h«  hnd  the  utinwt  conliden<-«,  Hon.  WUUuo. 
II.  Tnwcult,  a  Koutb  CaniUna  DeiDouniU-  who  liwl  lirrn  w 
ADt  MHiretary  of  State  uiidiT  liviwral  Cas*  und  ti|weul  enTOf 
lu  Cbina,  aai\  Wtillcer  Blaine. 

Utilia]i|iily  tH^ftire  lliey  readied  thvlr  deHtinatian  Mr.  HUioe^l 
rwifrnaliiin  of  the  ae(;n-Ur\-Btiip  had  takvii  ofTpcU  Mr.  Frrltn^ 
liuVM-nV  upitointiDflnl  liail  lioen  (loiilirinetL.  and  aii  nUack  ujcfl 
liis  pTvleoHiuutrV  jN)Ui]y  wiw  tuade  all  alonfjf  the  liim.  The  oH 
viutticiiia  ti)  the  I'l-wre  CoiiBroiw  wbit  pi-tH.-tifaJly  auw-cUnl  bft 
Soiiretiiry  Knilinjihuywii  Jaiiiuiry  ft,  188^  but  mil  bi-fun-  Inrff 
i\w  tiatiiiiiH  invited,  and  by  far  ihii  most  [>o]iuluiui  liaif.  \ai 
gladly  and  even  ptitliiuiasticHlIy  avvepb-d  them.  Au  iuaccii* 
rale  tMijiy  of  the  iiivitalioii  was  Hurreptitiouxly  published  nodi 
tniitreprvstinted  in  new»jHt[)erB.  Secretan-  BlaitieV  iiigtruotiuiH 
U>  the  special  o«voy»  were  puMished,  lo)^>Uier  M'itJi  new  in> 
HtiniutionM  praotically  n^viikiiig  the  former  and  without  ooUve 
tu  the  euvoyH  who  were  thereby  puliHcly  discrwtit^d,  an<I  wbine 
miiuon  wan  praotiiMUy  rwluoed  to  witHetwiug  the  spoIiatioB  tti 
I'.Tii,       Priviili-    I.-tt.-is   t.i   Ser-n'tai-y   Uliiiiip    Hvrt-    ijiirMni  : 

si'llt  ti.  111.'  S,Tl;it.-.  A  ].r|-sisti'llt  ;ltl<'lil].t  \»;L-.  Iliatl.-  W  » 
^l«MVllir  l.nriu'll  I-ii^'V-l  tiir  <  i.l  I  lirl-l  ailltlillistl-.H  i..ll  «  jlii 
,:.VX..~\..U     ■■[    ]..-t-nli:,|    '-.IMII.IM.   iiu.l     lo    SlllMillltr     l",.l-     il     n    h.. 
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but  he  availed  himself  of  this  ignoble  opposition  to  unfold  his 
plans  to  the  public  \dew  and  stamp  them  on  the  American  mind, 
so  that  whatever  the  issue  of  the  moment,  the  great  policy  of 
peace,  of  continental  fraternity,  of  Christian  government,  should 
be  the  policy  of  the  future.  As  always  he  fought  in  the  open. 
He  addressed  to  the  President  a  public  letter  of  remonstrance : 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

February  3,  1882. 

The  suggestion  that  a  Congress  of  all  American  nations  should  assemble 
in  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  on  such  a  basis  of 
arbiti'ation  for  International  troubles  as  would  remove  all  |>ossibility  of  war 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  was  warmly  approved  by  your  predecessor. 
.  .  .  After  your  accession  to  the  Presidency  1  ac(|uainted  you  with  the 
project,  and  submitted  to  you  a  draft  for  the  invitation.  You  received  the 
suggestion  with  appreciative  consideration,  and,  after  carefully  examining 
the  form  of  invitation,  directed  it  to  be  sent.  ...  In  a  communication, 
recently  sent  to  the  Senate,  addressed  by  the  present  Secretary  of  State  the 
ninth  of  last  montli  to  Mr.  Trescott,  now  on  a  special  mission  to  Fern  and 
Chile,  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  a  proposition  looking  to  the  annul- 
ment of  these  invitations,  and  I  was  still  more  surprised  when  I  read  the 
reasons  assigned.     T  quote  Mr.  Frelinghuysen's  language  : 

**  The  United  States  is  at  peace  with  all  nations,  and  the  President 
wishes  hereafter  to  determine  whether  it  will  conduce  to  the  general  peace, 
which  he  would  cherish  and  promote,  for  this  government  to  enter  into 
negotiations  and  consultation  for  the  promotion  of  peace  with  selected 
friendly  nationalities  without  extending  the  line  of  confidence  to  other 
people  with  whom  the  United  States  is  on  ecjually  friendly  terms.  If  such 
partial  confidence  would  create  jealousy  and  ill  will,  peace,  the  object 
sought  by  such  consultation,  would  not  be  promoted.''    .     .     . 

If  I  correctly  apprehend  the  meaning  of  these  words,  it  is  that  we  might 
offend  some  European  powers  if  we  should  hold  in  the  United  States  a 
Congress  of  **  selected  nationalities"  of  America.  This  is  certainly  a 
new  position  for  the  United  States,  and  one  which  I  earnestly  beg  you 
will  not  permit  this  government  to  assume.  European  Powers  assemble 
in  Congress  whenever  an  object  seems  to  them  of  sufficient  gravity  to 
justify  it.  I  have  never  heard  of  their  consulting  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  Uie  propriety  of  their  so  assembling,  nor  have 
I  ever  known  of  their  inviting  an  American  representative  to  be  present ; 
nor  would  there,  in  my  opinion,  be  any  good  reason  for  their  so  doing. 
Two  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1881,  adjudged  it  to  be 
expedient  that  American  Powers  should  meet  in  Congress  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  agreeing  upon  some  basis  for  arbitration  of  differences  that  may 
arise  between  them,  and  for  the  prevention,  as  far  as  possible,  of  wars  in 
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Mm  fiibira.  If  IhiU  raavanwnt  b.  now  bt  bit  lUTtMieil  for  feMi-  it  nuj  gin 
iiOtncB  b  Kuropf  the  voliiiiliiry  liutuiliotinn  of  lh«  Unllvd  SLUn  nuuM  ool 
t>o  luurw  <-i>ni|rliHf,  iinlo^  w»  »hnul(l  pelllluu  EnrupMBii  GoTKninMnli  lar 
thp  pHTilrgi'  "t  hi'Minjj  ihi-  ("'iingma. 

It  U  (Hfflcnil  tx  hcif  how  till*  Kudtirry  roiijil  Iw  plaen))  in  a  )««>  mriibhk 
Itmdtion  th*n  wonlil  be  ■iwntvd  by  Minding  in  N'ovemtwr  »  conlml  intttaligq 
to  >ll  thu  lixloponilent  Nation*  in  America  bi  tiiv<>t  in  Wiuhin^a  iat  dM 
Mtl«  pBrpiMH-  of  ilcvintn;;  moiunrM  ur  poKV.  uid  in  Jaiiiiar)'  mnlljni;  ite 
Invluoliin  for  fe»r  it  nilgbt  i^reMo  "jealousy  aiiil  ill  will "  on  Uw  pi 
ip'tnan-faicoJ  govi-rontnnta  in  Kiinipn.  It  wouM  bv  illfliciilt  lo  dnina 
iu..n-  vfTfclivA  w»j  for  tlio  Uiiilti!  SUtes  to  l.«o  thr  friviiitfiFilp  nt  iL.  Ainc* 
Irnn  m-iphlmrn.  nnil  it  wniil<l  iMH'lninlj'  not  nilil  lu  our  fvrrMigt  in  Ilii>  Em 
peon  wurlil.  Nor  can  I  -ww,  Mr.  Prtwiilaiil,  liow  Kui'0|m.-iu)  (kiTrmmM 
al)ou1c]  fnol  "icnlxuay  mil  ill  will  "  towant  iIhi  United  NtAl«H  twcauM  nf  j 
effort  on  it*  pari  lo  auurr  liulinK  penci!  Uitwonn  Uic  naUnna  of  Ara«x^ 
nnli'M  intli-iti)  11  lin  Iho  inlorvM.  uf  Uio  Kurajiaaii  I'owrrv  that  ibi-  Anitriof 
Nation*  nbriutil  at  tnlertajji  fall  into  war,  and  bring  r«proai-h  on  Kcpntr 
Inalltutloiia.  Biil  fruni  thai  v«r}'  cIrcuuiBUUKW  1  9«t  an  additional  and  \ 
crful  mnlii-n  fur  Amr-rican  govamiuimt)'  l»  Iw  at  ]M!an'  among  tb<>in!>«li». 
.  .  .  To  revoku  UuU  luvJtaUuu  fnrnuyciuiMiwould  be  DtnbamuMn 
ravnlic  it  fiir  nvawnd  fnir  of  "  j<i«lon«y  and  111  will  "  on  thi>  \ait  nf 
poan  Powers  would  aptw«]  at  tiltk-  lo  American  {trido  tu  tn  Amnriiaui  h» 
pttatlly.  Thn«u  you  hnTo  IdvIIoiI  may  tlwlino,  and,  having  now  t-aiu*  ■ 
duubt  tboir  wuIuoiDe,  ariU  padt^s  do  m.  This  would  break  up  die  Cw 
trniM,  bur  it  wmil'i  not  toin-h  our  iljjmilv- 
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the  cjise  against  him  broke  down,  the  chief  witness  became  en- 
tirely discredited,  five  of  his  own  counsel  testifying  over  their 
signatures  to  his  false  witness,  and  the  result  was  to  fix  Mr. 
Blaine's  policy  more  firmly  in  the  minds,  and  devotion  to  him- 
self more  deeply  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people. 

In  this  storm  of  detraction  and  of  misapprehension,  Mr. 
Blaine  was  writing  tlie  eulogy  of  President  Garfield,  which  he 
had  been  asked  to  pionounce  l)efore  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 
He  had  at  first  declined,  thinking  his  close  identification  with 
Garfield  during  the  four  active  months  of  his  administration 
must  lend  to  any  eulogy  an  appearam^e  of  egotism.  He  was 
moreover  contemplating  a  memoir  of  (Jarfield  in  which  he  could 
speak  without  embiirrassment  of  matters  wliich  could  not  now 
be  discussed,  yet  must  l>e  mentioned.  He  was  forced,  however, 
to  yield  to  the  urgency  of  Governor  McKinley  and  the  com- 
mittee, representing  not  only  Congress,  but  the  people.  Before 
this  eulogy,  delivered  in  the  House  of  RepresenUitives,  February 
27,  1882,  to  an  assembly  the  most  distinguished  that  can  be 
gathered,  hostility  itself  was  hushed.  The  lucidity  and  concen- 
ti'ation  of  the  narrative,  the  classic  severity  and  beauty  of  the 
language,  the  i-epressed  feeling,  the  insight  which  lifted  (xarfield's 
pedigree  from  the  zone  of  demagogism  to  the  dignity  of  self- 
respecting  indcpen<lencc\  the  courtesy,  the  stately  gravity,  the 
matchless  vet  firm  delicarv  with  which  the  orator  touched  the 
trouble  of  the  time  in  which  the  President  sitting  before  him 
was  so  fatefullv  involved, — met,  mastered,  all  the  demands  of 
the  occasion.  Vigor  and  clearness  were  expected.  The  modcn-ji- 
tion,  tenderness,  and  sweetness  of  the  eulogy  were  beyond  an- 
ticijmtion.  Something  of  surprise  was  exi)ressed  that  Mr.  Blaine 
had  now  showed  himself  (•ai)able  of  touching  and  swaying  the 
sensibilities  as  he  had  Ijeen  accustomed  to  sway  the  reason 
and  judgments  of  men.  His  allusion  to  (iladstone  called  forth 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  Knglish  minister.  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  and  Art  invited 
him  to  deliver  the  oration  in  the  Academy   of  Music,  but  it 

ft 

had  been  written  for  one  occasion  and  was  never  repeated. 
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To  Mr.  Hliiiiio.  from  ux-['<»tinMtler  (iei)cml  Jewell: 

Dktwht,  Juna  10.  I*. 

I  Ma  Md,  gUd,  uul  Ruiil.  lunMtjr  the  iMter.  .  .  .  To  iLink  thu  Sew 
Riigt»nd  nilM  kept  you  out  of  tiio  rawnnl  jrvu  h«i)«a  w^ll  ennioil^  li'tUw 
liwt  itIuuk»  Now  Kn^lanit  will  bsT«  for  m  lon^  time  for  n  Pnsidiint  I 
upbruldod  >U  my  friundi  In  I'lmni  illriit.ViTmniit.  nr  Mniiwi  liiiiirnnimlirw 
i]*]«4priion*,  uidBllidiiiiuci)  that 'Iwai  jmi  who  bafi  BlaMMialonvnKlBAaf 
namlMaluii  bnt  Gmul*  poMlblo.  All  odnUttwl  It  «ul  the  ubIigalSoR  M 
you.  Hnat  of  UiHGnuit  [kmiiIh  nair  »diait  yim  ta  ha  th^r|ir«fm«Boe,  dot  fitj 
had  promlMd  to  "  Mick  In  do  old  tiuui "  uid  w  did.  ...  1  hm  dji 
ninttnTt.  I  )mv«  not  hiuulllahni  my*elf.  .  .  .  Kr^o.  Hftl«,  and  Cand- 
ler. ho*r  Ihnj  lA'tl  tr«rkt  Itnlliaiil.  ablu  wuik,  onl;  it  didnl  win.  Ate 
yrai  I  felt  mora  ngrvU^  fur  thnm.  Tlivn  for  lioTani'tr  ItanniHin  la  ti^ 
liie  l«II  ut  ConkUng'*  mnchlnu  mul  fonw  it  no  the  cMMivontian.  Fry*  nhnU 
h»vi>  hkd  thai ;  lotl  DO.  tbt^jT  mnHl  ooncillalf  New  York. 

T»  Mr.  KlitiiK',  rnuii  VVuniloll  Phillips : 

Thnnkn  tor  nil  yatx  iniulc  limc  lu  i!o.  —  Ictlora  and  jMwwonal  callsMdi 

SMFoUry.  —  fur »      I  hi>v«  Ixxn  m  doe|Tly  iolorostM  Id  tlioir  M  Ibl 

I  can  bxi^lf  hill  fun  bow  mui'h  I  feel  lh«lr  debt  and  mine  to  jun.  I  ksw 
I  luml  nui  add  ui,v  deop  Minw  of  portmnul  dliwppolntmenl. 

,  ,  .  Of  (HMinw  you  fuel  no  aipudal  chagrin  nvor  dti<^agn  raaiib 
Full  of  11(0.  jTua  mr«  •otb  yow  OrtMida  and  kh«  atslo  will  ueod  you  hi  ibi 
fiitiirp.     Rut  /  mny  noi  Mvi-  ti>  n-ioioiT  In  joiir  sijorp*^s. 


■|-..  \lt 


,   \Ii.  Will. 


,::.       1  \\-.v-  lt][.u 

IiiIfU      lr<l    lIllxllL- 

llrl' 

.■111  .■ii.,ii;;li  In  .nii|.,.M.  tlinl  ti  mnii  n-||o  «*-  iht  ■""■ 
.it    lit.'    ili.l.'yriiii'-    r.>iu-cs(-iuilig    Ki-piildi.'Jiii    .IL'tri.v 

iiiii  u.iulil  iii.i  tie  ii|.p<.si..(  by  i!ms.>  from  ihe  Ik-mtK-rilir 

,  111...  ill  lauir  i.f  :i  iiiiiii  wboNO  riniiiitiiiiioii  w.iuld  ti"! 

1  :i  .'h'Ti^lii'd  null. mill  tnidilion,  but  iv.jiikl  have  in^ii- 
i:.-|.iii>li<'aii  ili-'.'iii.li>i)   lo  l)U  curtuiii  Hiiil  hurailMCiD; 

ii'il  ili:il  v.ni  «.'iviiiil!uiiiiiiiiiu.'ii,bulw.i.sii.ii  .tjf(t]ipoirHr>i 
„-.Tii.iiiil,!ii  y.iu  w<rr<-  tli.'  .mly  m«ii  in  Aii..-rica  "t'' 

I  ill  liiiii-.'If.  ;iii.|  "li'i  Irid  sullu'kTil  hiilil  ufmn  tin-  [fii'lt 

II  III.' iin.'i..      I'liiit  ^'llMlk1  Ilii.-s  no  i.iip.'iiii  d.'ii^  .>M'I  M. 

i<  .'. N^   1 ii'i.vi^niUle. 
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The  country  as  well  as  the  Republican  party  owes  you  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  can  never  be  fully  repaid,  but  I  trust  that  so  far  as  it  may  be 
within  the  power  of  those  who  admire  your  course  and  feel  grateful  for  its 
rosulto,  that  the  great  benefits  we  have  derived  from  your  patriotism 
and  statesmanship  may  neither  be  forgotten  nor  in  any  manner  overlooked. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker : 

Belfast,  September  4,  1880. . 

.     .     .    is  perfectly  willing  to  speak  twice  a  day,  and  is,  1  think, 

capable  of  doing  good.  Should  you  send  him  to  Lincoln,  I  wish  you  would 
have  him  put  into  pretty  decent  towns.  He  has  stood  this  week  very  well, 
and  it  has  been  the  very  hardest  part  of  all  campaigning,  —  poor  food,  dull 
audiences,  and  hard  work.    I  am  glad  you  did  not  send  Allison.     It  would 

have  been  an  insult  to  a  Senator,  and  I  apologize  to for  it.     Ho  deser\'es 

the  recompense  now  of  some  decent  meetings.  ...  I  don*t  think  we 
can  carry  Waldo  county,  but  with  hard  cash  their  majority  can  be  pulled  so 
low  that  Milliken  will  be  elected.  1  hope  you  will  send  them  all  you  can 
afford  from  State  Committee  funds,  as  the  expenses  of  bringing  voters  to 
polls,  and  getting  men  out,  will  be  very  great. 

Augusta,  September  2').  ...  If  we  have  any  luck  in  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana, we  can,  in  my  opinion,  carry  Maine  by  making  a  hani  tight  and  close 
or^nization  and  by  sending  Solon  and  othci-s  into  the  small  towns  where 
they  have  influence  as  inflividuals.  .  .  .  Emmons  and  I  went  to  the 
State  Fair  at  Liewiston  Thursday  morning.  .  .  .  Saw  a  good  many  of 
our  political  friends  —  all  full  of  pluck  and  ready  to  work  for  Noveml>er. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Robeson : 

C-AMDEN,  October  9.  18H(). 

I  hear  you  are  doing  great  work  in  Indiana  and  Ohio.  Hut  as  every 
State  and  place  you  go  through  <m  your  return  will  be  trying  to  hold  you, 
you  muat  not  forget  your  i)r()mise  to  New  Jersey  and  thai  you  are  an- 
nounced and  placarded  all  over  the  State.  Kilpatrick  is  to  meet  you  Friday. 
He  expects  you  to  speak  at  Deckerton  on  that  day,  and  in  the  evening  go  on 
to  Newton  and  show  youi-self  there ;  from  thence  you  are  to  go  to  Trenton 
(Saturday),  to  speak  to  three  counties.  This  is  the  most  important  thing 
in  the  State,  so  don't  let  Kill  get  you  off  to  do  anything  else.  Saturday 
evening  you  come  to  me  in  Camden  to  s[)end  a  (]uiet  Sunday,  and  on  Mon- 
day afternoon  you  go  to  Millville  in  my  district,  and  on  Tuesday  1  turn 
you  over  to  the  rest  of  the  State  —  for  three  other  speeches.  You  will  have 
to  go  to  Kiirs  district  agiiin,  but  it  will  be  easily  rea<;hed  from  anywhere 
(except  Deckerton),  but  on  no  account  must  you  fail  for  the  two  meetings 
at  Trenton  on  the  16th,  and  18th  at  Millville. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Flon.  Neal  Dow : 

Portland,  October  26,  1880. 
Your  note  of  yestei*day  is  just  received.     I  was  never  a  more  stalwart 
Bepablicaii  than  I  am  now,  and  most  earnestly  wishing  success  to  Mr. 


RjnattAruY  or  jauks   n.    ttt.AiXE, 


narfiotil,  Umn  wboi 
I'rasMiint  uKiintit  yn 


I  ilivrv  I*  no  luan  In  ili*  ooftntnr  I    wmld  prvfi^  li>  «n  I 


From  Walker : 

St.  Paiti^  Novenbtr,  IWk 

Tbc  finri  o«wi   or  ;c<Wr()Aj'K  grtat  tHuinpli  rooclvvd  In  St.  I 
Mmm'  UtU'|fT»|>fa,  for  trhicli  1  widi  vuu  truuM  Uuuik  Uia  1j»d.     I  h> 
ffir  tlitt  pM4  w««k  Ktumplitg.     I  apokp  U  lIi>dsi}D   Ui  thn  Urgcit  n 
arer  belil  in  Uui  pliuie-    \  tgttM  [inMeiuiuD  uf  nrar  1,000  toroltM  In 
towii  nf  not  luoro  ibnn  it.Ddil  people—  ipadKl  tnUns  ranning  in  &Mn  ei 
jKitliun  ul  Ihr  iMuntr;.    TliursiUf  I  went  to  Bivor  P«I)fi  whan  I  tpi ' 
uiuilit-r  vitr^'  lBrg«  moutltii;,  aiul  Frtil*/  to  Bkii  ClKlre  wbRre  tbny  h 
larf;<wt  lODrllnjc  rvnrhdid  m  tho  b<wQ.    ...     The  l»rge»l  laill  ii 
plwie  M-n*  llUi<«l,  anil  all  Uip  Mandloj;  room  Ukon.  «nt]  s«  I  felt  <] 
tcrjr  fftir  irpwuclnn  aod  nvurjliodj-  iiIm  kdmI    Vi'ry  jfootl   imes,  1 
itmtnnl,     Al  lludaou  Uie  ajwaklng  wu  out  of  ilutim  uid  tJio  vtMlng  « 
notd.   Tlin  (inokii  tnim  napliUui-buniin^  inmhn  )tounnl  duwti  tny  Uit 
tniulv  Rle  *u  liLink)'  OuU  I  rould  Dot  Eip«Mtk  tiiorv  tJiiui  »  ijuarter  of  ■ 
b»(  kI  Kivor  FklU  and  F.iMi  (Mftirn  1  Mpoku  in  iUton>  aitil  abniiC  an  bmirw 
time.    Thej-mnde  me  luv  ovar  until  SatiinJuy  cvnnlitg  in  tuui  (laite.  i 
gn  to  a  nalglilHiring  villngo  wlinn^  thoro  aro  large   lutabor  ruilU,  * 
talkod  for  an  liaur  lo  the  luoilKirniiin,  wbn  nvvntoil  iilnaawl.    Culooii)  S|h 
of  Hud»oii.  who  in  th^  Bllom<ij  for  the  lawjort*  railruad,  «iK>Lf!  wiib  iMJd 
iia/itUttt  giimr  falU,  attd  Ean  ClMra.  —  n  vary  btfght  r«ll<iw.  conaiderada 
nf  Uie  mo«l  cJipnMo  lawyi-r«  in  IliU   |.^ii-t  -I   \h ,iiiii-v.      . 


y.  1  :tni  t1i«iikfu!ll 
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would  like  to  take  the  train  for  home  to-night  and  have  a  renewal  of  ray 
old  Andover  feelings.  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  ultimate  making  of  me, 
but  it  is  going  through  a  valley  of  sorrow  to  reach  the  mountain  of  success. 

To  Geiieml  Garfield,  from  Walker  Blaine  • 

St.  Pacl,  November  4,  1880. 

My  dear  General:  Permit  me  to  join  my  poor  note  of  congrjitulation 
upon  your  magnificent  triumph,  to  tlie  countless  letters  of  rejoicing 
which  you  are  now  receiving.  It  must  assuredly  be  gratifying  to  you,  as  it 
is  to  all  your  friends,  that  after  such  a  campaign  of  slander,  detraction, 
lying,  and  forger}-,  your  countrymen  have  passed  such  a  vote  of  confidence 
in  you,  and  the  principles  you  represent,  as  they  did  on  Tuesday  last.  I 
joined  one  of  the  largest  crowds  ever  assembled  on  such  an  occasion  in 
St.  Paul  on  Tuesday  last,  and  shoute«l  myself  hoai-se  with  the  rest,  as  tlie 
details  of  our  triumph  came  pouring  in,  and  our  enthusiasm  was  notcaustMl 
by  the  evanescent  feelings  of  joy  at  partisan  triumph,  but  each  ami  all  felt 
deep  gratitude  and  thankfulness  that  what  we  earnestly  and  fully  be- 
lieved to  be  the  right  had  won. 

You  must  know,  and  I  know  that  you  will  feel  pleased,  that  the  intelli- 
gent young  men  of  the  country  took  more  interest  than  over  before  in 
political  affairs,  and  that  a  vast  majority  of  that  class  favoreil  your  election. 
Slay  I  say,  as  one  of  that  number  who  worked  humbly  but  heartily  f«)r 
your  success,  that  we  believe  confidently  that  your  administration  will 
make  republicanism  more  than  ever  respected,  and  worthy  of  respect,  and 
that  the  mwt  administi*ati(m  will  ))e  one  of  sti*engtli.  of  intelligence,  and  of 
honor. 

May  I  ask  you  to  present  my  compliments  and  congi'atulations  to  Mrs. 
Garfield,  and  that  you  will  grant  me  the  honor  of  calling  myself, 

Ytuir  very  sincere  friend  and  supporter. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker: 

St.  Paul,  November  7.  188<). 

...  I  have  great  faith  and  hope  and  belief  in  the  State  and  in  the  town. 
It  is  your  State  emphatically.  The  people  are  for  you  now  as  they  always 
have  been,  and  tliat  is  a  great  capital  in  the  start.  TIk^ii  I  know  a  great 
many  people  here,  and  they  an;  vt»ry  kind  to  me.  The  town  is  gix>wing 
most  rapidly.  It  is  the  legal  centre  of  what  is  destined  to  be  a  great 
empire.  There  is  re])Utation  to  be  won,  money  to  be  made,  honor  to  be 
gained,  and  the  thing  that  more  will  helj)  me  to-day  than  anything  else  is 
that  I  am  from  the  East  and  have  ))osition  and  acipiaintance  there. 
Socially  I  am  established,  and  I  think  that  a  social  position  every  way  helps 
a  man.  So  1  should  be  a  fool  indeed  if  I  did  not  see  that  this  was  my 
chance. 

One  thing  more.     The  way  in  which  Maine  has  come  bru»k  for  (varfield 
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U  nugaOlMiit  tor  tiw  9bue  and  for  you  poraon&llj.  I  did  not  thiok  iH 
y«ar  thai  yoa  wobM  han  Imnui  elwtvd.  if  iKiniituuod.  t  doubt  it  tiUl.  i«l 
wItlwtwtAiig  Garflalil'*  vleinry.  SpofTwl  by  your  atntngth  in  the  eouq 
Uve  DMnoontoy  would  luv«  stiawn  mnnt  «Bn»o  and  fou^t  a  tfroi^ 
i3Un|MlgB.  But  the  Aght  loak  met  ut*«(^t  in  Chiesfifo  that  it  htmtiB. 
KlUtMiny  cat  iiuamt.  Yon  u«td*  kill  yoiiTMtf  In  defe«tiD£  Gmtl.  Bi 
I  tnial  to  tiiB*  tn  all  thlnji;*.  Yau  ntity  never  bo  IVvsidctit,  Imi  I 
■  hot  ttiv  ilay  bn*  otiuv  for  fp«al«r  italMinnnshlp  in  this  conntry  Aao 
lM>ti>ru  —  ttial  gravar  <|uniiinna  aro  to  Ik  lin>ag;ht  forwnrd  for  legiduia^ 
and  [  kniiw  ynu  will  not  tn!  Hilent  In  your  pUoe.  It  i»  my  oaroeat  ooaito 
iluD  thai  tlkongh  nro  boat  tb«m,  thn  la>t  clootifln  teaoh«a  leaaou  of  { 
ilarif^r  Id  our  gDveramcnt  ihu  ^var  befons.  ...  1  do«i\  c 
mji  {wrsoiially  ahtml  lli^  pnwidanny,  but  I  do  cmuot  with  all  my 
upon  cooing  you  Inad  iu  the  gnat  rriiiait  ul  pollUoa  and  of  ImU* 
lion. 


To  Mr.  KlniiK^,  frotn  Hon.  Theo.  P.  Randolph : 

MoRHnrowM,  Noviiinber  18, 1880. 

.    .     .    You  will  belioTc  me,  I  am  sure,  nhon  |  wy  that,  Ukm  muj 

npiancrUii,  my  pbiliuHiphy  wnuld  havu  b«tn  2re4t4ir  —  rorj  mudi— hd 

ihH  |>Malili!ney  faJlt^n  to  y»u.     Four  yean  of  tejanj  **-Tmffl^fcw  kf  J»a 

wniild  hftvi-  nii'lnil  tin-  iortii>n:i1  iwntMts.  '^^^•^^m^^^^^^^^^^ 


MI..     N. 

l"  I'l'.m-  ~ 

Mr.-llil,^ 
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woald  make  me  Private  Secretary  to  the  State  Departilicnt.     It  might  be 
ruination,  bat  it  would  surely  be  warmth.     ... 

December  24.  .  .  .  I  sent  a  little  box  of  things  home.  They  will  at 
least  serve  to  remind  you  all  on  Xmas  day  of  my  existence,  and  of  tho 
longing  which  I  have  and  shall  ever  have  to  be  with  you ;  :ind  if  you 
would  only  make  up  your  mind  to  be  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  make  me 
Private  Secretar}'  to  that  official,  I  should  be  content,  though  my  ambition 
might  not  be  realized. 

To  v.: 

Augusta,  December  3,  1880. 

.  .  .  I  am  left  absolutely  alone  with  my  servants,  every  want  antici- 
pated, not  a  room  in  tlie  house  not  at  summer  heat,  sunshine  and  open  fires 
vieingwith  each  other.  .  .  .  Four  horses  and  pony  in  the  stable,  sleighs 
and  robes  in  abundance  and  the  beautiful  snow ;  evciy  longing  satisfied, 
with  full  salvation  blessed  —  what  can  1  need  ?  My  sins  —  that  is,  my 
sinners.  First  of  all,  I  miss  Mr.  Blaine.  1  cannot  bear  tlie  orderly  array 
of  my  life.  I  miss  the  envelopes  in  the  gravy,  the  bespattered  table  linen, 
the  uncertainty  of  the  meals,  for  you  know  ho  always  starts  out  on  his  con- 
stitutional when  he  hears  them  taking  in  dinner.  I  miss  his  unvarying 
attention,  and  as  constant  neglect.  When  alone  with  him  I  am  not  my 
own  —  when  others  are  in,  go  as  you  please  is  the  rule,  and  the  alternation 
suits  me  exactly.  Then  the  boys  —  oli.  Iiow  I  miss  them.  They  know  all 
I  ever  knew  —  and  1  have  forgotten  much  —  tliey  are  fresh  and  untiring  as 
the  sun  which  never  sets  —  they  are  loving  and  want  sympathy  —  old 
enough  to  be  companions,  too  young  to  assert  tlieir  rights,  taking  every- 
thing as  of  grace,  and  of  their  fulness  I  am  a  partaker.  Blessed  relation- 
ship —  the  man  child  to  his  mother. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker : 

St.  Paul,  January  3,  1881. 

Mother  wrote  me  some  time;  since,  under  the  strictest  seal  of  confidence, 
that  you  were  seriously  entertaining  (leneral  (iarfiehrs  proposition  of  ac- 
cepting tlie  State  Department.  I  have  been  tliinking  it  over,  and  1  talked 
it  over  with  Mens  in  Chicago.  I  see  very  well  at  the  outset  some  of  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  that  lie  in  the  way.  You  have  been  eighteen  yeai*s 
in  the  legislative  department  of  the  government,  and  your  whole  career 
has  been  spent  in  debate  and  legislation.  It  is  then  rather  a  grave  change 
to  leave  the  Senate  and  tiike  charge  of  an  administrative  department.  The 
new  work  you  may  possibly  not  like,  but  there  will  be  the  compen- 
sation of  greater  leisure  and  a  less  wearing  life.  .  .  .  This  is  a  con- 
sideration of  considerable  importance  to  you  and  to  us  all.  But  this  is 
not  the  greatest  reason  why  I  desire  this  thing.  .  .  .  You  have  made 
a  great  reputation  in  debate —  never  having  been  unhorsed  or  overthrown  ; 
you  have  made  a  great  reputation  as  a  political  leader  and  chieftain.  I 
do  not  think  you  can  greatly  enhance  it  in  either  directiou.     Did  your 
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golni-  lnU>  lh«  Stii'j  u«{uiTtm(>Til  •Imply  maaii  tluUjua  wwv  labeSttMan 
of  8UU-,  I  ''/  tint  think  any  fif  Vnur  (rl«tiil»  would  greatlj  ilaMrv  h.  But 
V -aaMMdaf^tliat  [HiiltioD  will  mi'iui— Mid  ibomntury  wilt  wioDifenUiidli— 
.  thai  /oa  am  llio  lituul  nt  Uid  tulmUitatnUloa  lUMlsr  tba  Pre^leiu.  ud  ibt 
chldf  cnunwllDr  uf  Ita  pulli'y.  Thu  (traggia  whleli  1  Ibfin^il  iMnitaU*  b 
IqtiilUlun  iMtwMn  pmifctiuti  kihJ  trae  Iniife  is  paM|ionMl.  Hi*  givfl 
tjiwaUcH)  fiir  our  jutrt;  b  tiiU  «f  whnlllinnUlon.  Oii«  bad  aaminutnlkn. 
nnn  weak  adtiiJiilnrnidoii.  ha«  oavl;  bukrvixed  lh«  Kopublii-^tn  pani.  and 
H  lUiipdliiy  wore  not  th«  l«adtBg  ooeffldwit  tn  our  I>enti«raiic  (rieml)' 
mokisup,  thny  iiiistit  btva  bmMti  lu  In  thU  vUwtum.  If  wi-  can  !: 
•Iron];,  a  punt,  am)  an  intelUfc*<»t  ailiulnlstrattoii  in  i>iid  muiiirv  for  ims 
yiuiTm.  ihe  Il(T|iubl !<■»■)  jiarty  will  fain  a  long  lc«w  of  ixtn-pr,  ami  iho« 
l[nml  pn)4[ii-ril;.  I  think  thai  tho  auitutlv  of  Uic  MatmintatnOiun  loou^i 
tha  South,  if  wiael;  taken,  will  hulld  up  a  atrong  I<«pu1jlicaa  part;  in  tint 
Mwtlcm,  and  the  vuMillri^  branch  af  the  guveraiMent  i*  the  one  m  ahki 
ntputatiun  U  t»  be  eani«d.  All  lh«aa  things,  tlia  adJml  ^hm.-  of  lift,  ik 
t>aca|H!  fr-ini  tllugTHabln  friHlon  in  lh«  -Scaale,  tho  t1<-lil  wlili-b  U  m«r  >uit 
for  thu  prooenl  wider,  oialM  nie  takn  thin  Htaiitt.  [  waiil  yitu  tu  tuaLe  vat 
that  there  Is  a  nmng  (.'ablnot,  and  that  i^iruail  we  arc  rRprpxtnied  u  i 
grnat  nalimi  aiiDiild  be.     I  doiit  want  aboru  all  things  nor  jolibvnr  In  any 

ileparttiieni,  and  tho  Ilpin*  whirJi  I   <tvr  in  our  papvi^f  that ii  tu  be 

Sctrmtary  of  tlui  InlBrior,  ihouxh  I  believe  Ihem  not.  Ao  not  please  me.  I 
hav«  written  you  (Vvely,  parhnpa  foolishly.  \VhU«var  jon  may  d<i.  1  at 
ttouran  ahall  beliere  Is  duae  for  the  beat,  but  mj  iDclinatlona  yuu  nuw  »».. 
You  will  Judge  for  tho  beat  In  nil  thing*.    I  hope  that  18*11    will  Wf<ru 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Emery  A.  Storra : 

Chicago,  January  17,  1881. 

There  was  something  so  princely  and  broad-gauged  in  your  allusions  to 
General  Grant  as  recently  published  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  to 
you,  how  gratifying  your  course  in  that  particular  is  to  all  fair-minded  men. 
Of  course  the  spectacle  of  so  great  and  commanding  a  figure  in  our  his- 
tory as  General  Grant,  compelled  to  come  down  to  a  hand-to-hand  struggle 
for  a  livelihood,  is  much  more  humiliating  to  us  as  a  people  than  tlie  neces- 
sity can  be  to  Genenil  Grant  himself,  and  the  spectacle  of  his  great  com- 
petitor, so  generously  declaring  his  own  position,  must  be  most  gratifying 
to  every  man  who  is  proud  of  our  great  public  men. 

To  Walker  : 

Washington,  Januarv  19,  1881. 

.  .  .  Dinner  is  over,  and  Alice,  your  father,  Q.,  and  C.  A.,  after  all 
sorts  of  contretemps^  are  off  to  hear  McCul lough  in  **  Virginius/'  After  they 
wei*e  in  the  hall,  Alice  had  to  go  upstairs  and  change  her  dress,  tlie  dearest 
pater  in  the  world  objecting  to  a  white  dress  and  black  cloak  and  red  bon- 
net. I  think  his  pipes  were  just  the  least  little  bit  in  the  worhl  previously 
put  out  by  my  not  cordially  cooperating  in  the  lot  on  ICth  street. 

From  Wiilker: 

St.  Paul,  January  19,  1881. 

I  am  immensely  happy,  asMons  is  in  town,  having  arrived  this  morning, 
and  thouojh  he  has  been  at  work,  and  I  have  I)e<*n  busy  (lunn<j  most  of  the  dav. 
Still  I  have  greatly  enjoyed  wliat  little  I  have  seen  of  him.  .  .  .  He 
looks  as  well  and  as  handsome  as  ever,  and  that's  saying  enough.  .  .  . 
Is  father  really  going  to  build?  I  read  a  long  description  of  the  new 
hou.se  one  day,  and  a  denial  upon  authority  in  tiie  next  morning's  paper. 
Hope  that  father  will  not  so  frame  his  action  as  to  let  Governor  P.  put 
anybody  in  the  Senate  for  even  an  hour,  thougii  of  course  it  is  absurd  to  even 
hint  by  inference  that  he  would  do  so. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker: 

St.  Paul,  January  27,  1881. 

.  .  .  From  what  I  <'an  gleam  from  the  papers  Mr.  (.'onkling  intends 
to  pronounce  and  announce  himself  in  hostility  to  (iartield's  administra- 
tion, and  to  endeavor  to  build  up  a  division  in  the  party  which  will  either 
bnng  Grant  or  himself  forward  in  four  years.  This  will  of  course  be  some- 
what dilTicult  for  him  to  do,  but  as  in  Mr.  Conkling's  mind  Republicanism 
and  Conklingism  are  and  must  be  synonymous,  I  think  he  will  make  the 
effort.  It  will  add  somewhat  to  GarfieUrs  complications,  and  really  seems 
to  me  the  only  cloud  that  can  be  seen  upon  the  sky  of  the  Kepubli(\ui 
party's  futuro.     I  would  ventun?  two  suggestions  for  what  they  are  worth. 
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1 .  Thai  joa  hnva  b>  |[vo<I  a  Cabinet  u  cau  poindbly  be 
into  ba  pnt  In  anj-  ]>n«iUon  who  will  MidesFor  lo  um>  t 
(bpulment  for  nay  iiltvuhaI  cqcU,  or  the  end*  of  nay  taction.  Th*  fnft 
amllba  eountry's  good  otight  U>  b«  ciMrIf  aDDonnu«d  asalHive  aaj  pcnonil 
oooddwratinna,  ju»l  nnboily  idioutd  be  put  into  a  Cabinnt  pugntinn  who  «81 
alUrafM  tu  pull  down  <;arl\eld.  or  build  up  uiybody.  Mr.  tiarfield  bPnt- 
Idiat.  and  hin  Cubinnt  «lionld  hn  cmmpownl  of  man  lof  hI  to  tbo  pat}-,  tsd 
to  Uai.  S.  U  aeeina  to  me  vury  Important  tltM  M>n»body  should  be  ^cWI 
out  for  S«cr«tiU7  of  tho  Traiwury  who  will  oimmvnd  hltOMtf  to  tha  earaoi 
ooaBdanoe  of  ail  thi.'  bualntiM  men,  for.  if  tho  bubble  keeps  expawlii^ 
Ibm  will  be  a  finsndal  burst  within  two  or  tfaree  years,  and  paoics  sn 
always  dcLrimnntoi  to  tiia  party  in  power.  Tb«  piuty  certainly  dc«crrc* 
otwces*.  and  ought  to,  and  can  hav«  a  long  lease  of  power,  but  it  will  it- 
mand  good  logixlation  and  good  adminUtniUon  ta  pmrMit  oronhrow.  if  iln 
paoia  which  hhkiiu  i[nm!lK!iiL  should  r>ocur.  3.  I  want  you  In  arrange  to  m 
,  iKit  to  give  P.  thtj  opportunity  to  appoint  a  Senator  for  even  a  singl*  diy, 
lull  w)  that  thd  Iri-ginlatura  may  elttot  ai  onco. 

January  31.  Thi'  day  ramimls  ma  that  yon  liavo  rew^ml  ynur  fiity-Gn< 
birthday,  and  I  iwu  now  more  llian  half  tut  old  sa  you,  though  still  l*ckin|; 
gr«atly  of  attaining  one-half  your  worth  In  goodness  or  in  wisdom.  1  m* 
liy  tiio  nnwapapnra  that  yiiu  urn  itiill  a*  nloquenl,  as  strong,  and  at  hid- 
vini:ing  as  HViT  in  the  Senate,  ihougli  th«  "  Stribbler"  iwlds  thai  yonr brsH 
and  hair  am  a  liKla  whittir  than  last  ynar,  but  if  on  my  tirty-fitM  l)Lnhd»j 
you  can  only  say  i»n«  Utile  of  half  Iho  things  diat  1  feel,  but  cauuiot  exiiRN 
In  you,  I  shall  bn  ''nntnnt  to  b<i  as  bald  as  the  uonnttTr's  eag^Ie,  aiid  ^all  n^ 


11,1  j...\  t..all  y..inoliiMivii.i-.t1 
Voiir  luo-r 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax : 

South  Bend,  March  5,  1881. 

.  .  .  After  your  stormy  years  of  public  life  in  our  stormy  era,  with 
••lance"  always  in  readiness,  1  think  you  will  enjoy  the  calm  and  dignified 
and  elevated  career  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  And  if  the  new  administra- 
tion can  successfully  grapple  with  and  settle  the  questions  grouped  to- 
other in  the  President's  remarkably  successful  Inaugural,  the  whole 
Republican  party,  as  well  as  histoiy,  will  give  you  all  honor  as  enduring 
as  the  nation  itself. 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

West  Point,  March  8,  1881. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  properly  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  you 
have  been  appointed  Secretary  of  State.  .  .  .  But  your  friends  rejoice 
at  your  appointment  for  the  strength  it  promises  to  the  government  in  its 
present  administration.  May  the  same  kind  Father  watch  over  you  and 
enlarge  your  vision  —  as  you  shall  now  more  and  more  take  in  the  whole 
world  —  as  he  has  in  past  emergencies  ! 


To  Enimons : 

Washington. 

March  11.  .  .  .  Everything  in  the  new  situation  continues  to  give 
salasf action.  The  head  of  the  department  is  in  gay  spirits,  his  secretary 
rapidly  developing  into  an  industrious  and  attentive  officer. 

March  14.  Imagine  what  a  family  matter  that  assassination  must  have 
seemed  when  Alice  came  running^  to  the  door  vesterdav  as  I  came  from 
church  to  tell  me  of  it,  and  when  I  saw  Bartoloniin  himself  silting  in  my 
own  parlor,  and  crossing  and  recrossing  himself  while  he  prayed  devoutly 
before  reading  the  despatches ;  for  all  the  news  there  was  for  liours  was 
contained  in  the  telegnims  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  l*oor  emptiror  — 
dogged  to  his  death  at  last.  I  tliink  he  must  be  enrolled  among  the 
martyrs. 

March  18.  Tuesday  your  father  and  1  assisted  at  th<^  nM|ui(^ni  mass  for 
the  czar.  I  had  never  anticipated  going  into  black  for  any  of  the  European 
sovereigns,  but  with  Mre.  Hale's  :issistAnce  I  did  I  She  was  here  when  I 
was  dressing,  and  pinned  my  old  black  lace  cape  on  to  my  old  black  chip, 
so  that  I  went  en  regie. 

March  24.  The  secretaryship  grows  more  and  more  agreeable.  .  .  . 
We  have  the  plans  for  the  house,  and  they  are  so  huge  and  so  expensive, 
that  we  are  now  engaged  in  striking  out  every  pretty  thing,  to  reduce  the 
ex|>enditure  to  the  limits  of  your  father's  purse. 
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EXKCDTTVE  MaKSIMM,  WURDfOTOM,  BCMVh  f7.  IWI. 

Just  M  WO  tu«  ■butinff  for  church,  your  oote  comes.  It  Is  liV*  civ  cu^ 
rvnt  of  Uik  (iiiK  Stmui  Ronqunrlng  the  .Vrriic  S«* — uul  1  tJutikjnDu  lor 
IL.  Almrn  all  tliit  wvrriiuMitB  >t»l  <.<oiUr&>Il(Alo(ia  irf  |N>Utla».  wIm*  nf 
anxiotj  for  Ulnliie'slkNtttii.  1  Rannot  ilii  gooA  work  with  -*tlw  half  at  i^ 
■iirviTln^  wol "  prcwlmte  muI  iu  juln. 

...     I  will  ir>-  t<f  ««  him  «  miitiM'nL  in  thn  way  from  cksKh. 

Yuur  laHl  |>.irs|{ii>|ih  L-'onim  iik«  n  iMmedicitiuii.  fur  •rfalcii  [  gire  JM 
Ihankii. 

T..  EmmnHs: 

WuiUMRTOM,  March  S8.  IWl. 

I  lun  wriUn^  in  my  kkjbi  :  jirewnt.  j-our  fiUlMT.  Alhie.  Walker.  Tw 
Sheniian,  and  n  nioMcngnr  fnim  the  Stale  Uapartment ;  sulijnci,  rIuI]  wt 
M'ml  iniuintro.  nKH.|[7iUhi][  <^harltua»  Kttigof  Itnumania?  .  .  .  Thm 
nm  lota  iif  tlilnpi  wtilfh  hiU-Ii  Id  imr  new  piMition  wtiicli  make  Ilia  ntulka 
int«n4iin£.  t'lnw>>ni  have  juHt  oonio  from  Mra.  Garlleltl.  aod  ycaigrty 
■be  aiid  the  i're^Jnnt  wnra  Imth  bent.  They  hal«  Ilin  idtualjon.  bat ' 
mil  III  \m  ■[loki'n  uf.  and  I  iwvi>r  want  to  ba  nearer  the  Wbltr  llmuc  ' 
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have.  At  supper  last  night  at  the  White  House  he  spoke  out  as  innocently 
as  possible  across  the  table  to  Mr.  Blaine,  **  Do  hun*y  b:ick  from  New 
York.  I  shall  be  awfully  lonesome  without  you.''  After  supper  a  good 
many  people  called,  but  we  came  awa}'  early  as  Mr.  Blaine  took  the  10  P.M. 
train.  I  went  u^)  to  say  good-night  to  the  President,  who  was  talking  with 
General  Sherman  on  a  sofa,  but  the  P.  took  me  off  by  myself  and  made  me 
sit  down  again,  and  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaine  came  up  —  which  I  fancy 
was  the  raison  (retrc  o'  the  manccuvre  —  we  had  an  interesting  (juadrilateral. 
It  amuses  me  when  there  to  sec  tlie  President  constantly,  and  I  think  un- 
consciously, trying  to  get  off  somewhere  with  Mr.  Blaine. 

April  26.  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  to  the  President  to-day  from  New  York  that 
the  feeling  there  towards  the  administration  is  very  wann,  strong,  and 
cordial  —  full  of  hope  and  confidence. 

From  Mr.  W.  \V.  Plielps  : 

May,  1881. 

.  .  .  Didn't  Mr.  Blaine  save  me  from  folly,  with  his  peremptory 
••Decidedly  no"?  How  nice  it  is,  when  a  man  knows  his  own  mind  — 
even  for  his  friends. 

.  .  .  I  can  believe  the  Dispatdi  dinner  w:us<lull.  Did  Mr.  Blaine  put 
on  the  l(K>k  of  Far-away  Moses  and  refuse  to  look  at  tlie  present  and  to 
talk  of  anything?     Wo  have  seen  him  so  before. 


To  M. : 

May  17.  Your  father  him  lost  one  pair  of  glasses  and  1  have  stepped 
on  the  sj^ectacles.  I  need  not  say  who  enjoys  those  still  extant,  so  [  write 
blindly,  unable  to  discern  one  letter.  .  .  .  We  had  yestenlay,  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  the  sensational  resignations.  They  produce  no  excitement 
here,  and  I  have  yet  to  hear  one  criticism  complimentary  of  Conkling,  though 
I  have  seen  all  sorts  of  i)coi)le  and  of  every  shade  of  cowardice.  Mrs.  (iar- 
field  is  l)etter,  and  if  the  doctors  are  not  too  nuich  for  her,  she  will  get  well. 

.  .  .  Just  before  dinner  I  walked  out  with  yoiu*  father  to  the  **  lot." 
They  commenced  grading  yesterday,  and  we  are  to  have  it  in  December. 

May  22.  After  chiu'ch  I  walked  around  to  the  White  House,  where  I 
liad  the  privilege  of  seeing  the  President.  ...  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  have  gi'ave  fears  about  Mrs.  Garfield. 

After  hearing  exactly  how  she  is,  I  confess  I  am  very  uneasy.  Still  the 
doctors  say  she  will  got  well,  and  if  she  does,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  she 
comes  to  Maine  and  stays  awhile  with  me.  She  h:is  to  go  where  she  can  be 
perfectly  quiet,  and  you  know,  to  use  your  own  tongue,  for  that,  Augusta 
takes  the  cake.  Your  father  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morton  this  morn- 
ing, asking  if  he  should  engage  passage  for  you,  with  them,  on  the  **  Am^ 
rique."  You  ought  to  have  heard  T.'s  howl,  •*  It  has  just  spoiled  my  Sunday 
and  I  have  been  looking  forward  to  it  all  the  week."    This  brought  your 
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1nA«T  tn  Inrmii,  niul  )ia  wu  Tery  wion  »bU  to  mneBilier  tiul  Gimenl  Hurt 
bat  would  tw  gv'iug  (ivvr  lauir  Mid  i-oulil  take  chargis  of  jr<>w  <noonTciu«| 
mIL  .  .  .  Whi'n  Ihi*  rule  UIIUmI,  wuflliall  b«  ruadjU)  Itatc,  thini^I 
lis**  nuuijr  uil>KlFltig*  M  k>  thd  boj>-  1  lenvo  behind  mc.  or  »itGar1itiA»TnU 
my,  Cw  dnar  onri.  I  iln  tint  mniu)  Wftlkiu*.  but  vour  fnt)i«r.  .  .  .  Sudx< 
linTC  gijno  Q{i  tiv»ieiitlmi«lj,  «o  we  ihiill  f>ut  the  laat  incU  inia  tb«  baiMB>i 
You  caniuit  thiiik  liow  much  pnii«o  hu  bciin  ■hnvrcrrd  on  Walker  for  Uii 
urliiutity  and  i9lfici(>itojf  Uicso  laift  dsjH.  Mr.  Ltuimr  *ayt.  nn  sndi  jfiionl 
iiuin  luM  bnnn  jn  Wiuhington. 

il»j  IT.  Your  fa^iM-  vmia);  liia  braitkfMt  thia  moiuimt.  and  Wdkv 
UIUd];  to  hint  on  Uio  now.  urigtnkl  and  Mriking  lojilc  uf  proL-urinf;  pl«M( 
far  femHie  Bjiplioanbi.  "MSuiC,"  WalkorMij'ii,  "  Ik  ■»nlce&  lltil#  giriM 
I  «T«r  wiw,  »nd  wriloa  a  iMiautlful  biuu\ ;  wo  mtut  pruridu  for  iicr; "  ud 
yiinr  falhw  an*w«r»,  -■  i)ut  I  mnM  finl  look  mil  for  Xlrs.  B.  Get  ho-  • 
plaoc,  then  thii  itecks  will  be  cIcuiriMl  for  Miw  C?.,"  and  to  tlu»  euien  i  •'aid 
fnini  Mnt.  Chandler,  witli  i>(  fwiirvc  a  woman  a((M:h«d  whom  I  am  ii>  Mt 
aiid  twlp.  I  barn  had  Ui!i>  momiiiK  "  lung  mn)  dfllghtful  lelter  from  Sli. 
fholiM,  aeiit  from  <jueiinsU>wii,  with  agr«tial>lB  nn^ntinn  of  jou.  arul  >* 
nn  this  iDomant  ftiixioa*!}'  awaitinjpr  n  i-ablc^ram  from  him.  on  thv  >ii))> 
jwt  i>f  houB.'  loU.  for  do  jou  know  jroiir  fmher.  wilh  th»t  iDdcpendeiMt 
of  criUcinu  whli'li  nuvkm  liini  to  dalighlful  Knd  (urpriniug  a  comrade,  ka 
uoDCeired  a  wn  or  dl«fiist  vriUi  tho  IBIL-iitriwt  plaop.,  od  aniMiiit  of  Iht 
iluln«s«  of  slatilos.  and  nlthough  h*'  h»«  luul  Uwt  iu)niens(*ti7Ulgnidw!,k 
not  gtAng  Ui  iniild  on  ft,  and  rnshailng  hia  affeottoua  on  «  lot  on  MmwIv-' 
sisBi  Krtntut:  P.  and  20lh  slreeU.  iMmea  upon  the  surprising  fiu-t  ih.it  Mr 
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To  G.  : 


May  29.  1881. 

.  .  .  I  am  writing  fast  and  far,  and  I  understand  that  there  is  a  letter 
from  3'ou  to  nie  at  the  State  Department,  which  Mr.  Blaine  and  Walker 
have  both  read,  and  which  they  assure  mo  has  nothing  in  it.     .     .     . 

May  31.  We  are  not  to  build  on  16th  street.  Mr.  Pendleton  takes  our 
rejected  lot,  and  he  and  Mr.  Robeson  divide  the  residuum.  Now  we  go  out  to 
Massachusetts  avenue  beyond  the  Stewart  House.  That  dear  Mr.  Phelps 
had  bought  this  land,  though  he  didn^t  know  it,  and  has  cabled  us  that  we 
may  have  as  much  of  the  land  as  we  want,  if  we  will  make  the  dining-room 
larger.     Isn^t  that  just  like  him  ?    A  wonderful  situation. 


To  M.: 

June  6.  Your  father  is  downstairs  and  has  been  out  driving,  need  I 
say  in  the  direction  of  the  lots,  old  and  new.  First  we  go  to  16th 
street  to  look  it  over  and  say  how  little  we  like  it,  then  to  20th  street 
to  admire.  On  the  latter  site  they  are  grading  to-day.  With  your  father. 
Walker  is  now  discussing  the  Fortune  Bay  award,  which  he  has  watched 
very  carefully  and  been  much  interested  in.  1  judge  that  he  makes  a  great 
impression  and  your  father  is  exceedingly  pleased  with  him. 

June  15.  It  is  the  day  and  hour  when  I  expected  to  be  in  Boston,  at  this 
precise  moment  buying  a  Chuddah  shawl,  and  here  1  am,  for  your  father 
has  taken  it  into  his  head  to  get  well,  and  when  an  idea  gets  lodgment  in 
that  capacious  brain,  you  know,  it  becomes  a  power  and  drives  the  weak 
body;  so  now  we  arc  on  the  high  road  to  health,  and  all  clumsy  vehicles 
of  notions,  like  going  home  to  get  rest,  malaria  in  Washington,  Brights 
disease,  etc.,  etc.,  must  clear  the  track  or  be  ridden  down.  If  it  were  not 
for  T.  and  Q.  1  should  be  content  to  stay  on  and  on,  but  I  deeply  sympa- 
thize with  those  waifs.  **Poor  little  children,"  Walker  said,  **  1  would 
give  twenty  dollars  to  console  T.  this  minute.-^ 

June  22.  Your  father  is  perfectly  well,  but  is  luiwilling  to  have  us 
leave  him  or  to  leave  with  us.  The  President  is  away  and  the  new 
house  is  starting.  He  likes  to  watch  every  spadeful  of  earth  which  he  can 
snatch  time  to  see  thrown  out.  Meantime  Emmons,  who  is  with  us,  makes 
the  delay  bearable.  Poor  fellow,  he  came  Saturday  evening  expecting  to 
transact  business  for  his  R.R.  and  go  Monday,  and  he  found  himself  on 
Wednesday  held  back  at  arm's  lengtli  by  the  red  tape  of  the  circumlocution 
office,  with  no  immediate  prospect  of  any  capitulation.  He  has  a  great  deal 
of  pride,  I  think,  in  carrying  to  a  successful  conclusion  this  first  busi- 
ness intrusted  to  him,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  his  failing,  so  of 
course  he  feels  a  little  blue.  He  has  grown  very  manly  dunng  his  stay  in 
Chicago  —  the  boy  has  gone  —  and  he  seems  to  be  quite  interested  in  his 
business. 
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Vmm  Mr.  Blaiiio,  to  Mr.  T.  B.  Searight : 

tlKlMHTMEMT  OF  StATC.  WAflUINCTIIW.  Jtwr  S,  IM. 

Mr  [>«AR  FiuKKt>:  Thp  "  maitltt  molsMM  '  ciunv  tn  haoil  and  rarlnd 
nivnurieiot  boyhcNxl  O&js  — atiil  reeslled  inaajr  must  pitnwuit  auudatian 
wilh  jou.  The  flxror  recnlliHl  Ili«  Fultan  flouiw  Htnl  "  Joe  "  »nA  Geotp 
DrivDrmnd  the  ■■Squiras"  mo«t  vivlilljr.  Every  time  1  g«l  m  \\w  frcn 
yaw  I  HID  i|ulckvne<l  In  ni,v  ilmint  lo  rixit  the  fRnitlbr  mivd»  long  gnnr  bj. 
You  iwii  likvu  no  idea  how  dreoniy  maA  delieiuiu  tbti  (ileMtonsi  >fld  |««UBa 
of  that  Biif-i^iil  vra  eueio  to  itHi.  Tbey  M)iii«tlmaft  rfM  l»  inj  tncDlal  liura 
M  H  miraijt.  on  tlif^  xtn  trill  \n  Ihe  dj^f,  lixi-lodin^  »]|  ihingw  lAtt  l»r  ik 
liinvfromihe  im-tuury.  thi^  ima^iialinpi.  mid  tliu  (l«»lm.  You  imvcptucd 
ynr  lito  near  Uin  old  haanu.  mid  Imtii  livml  iilong  wiili  th(>  dian^  ul 
wacn  the  Nideni  lino*  xrwliinttj'  efliuTDd.  But  lu  tan  the  c-nontry  U  xtill  cIm 
land  of  fony  ycArx  apt.  with  •tfi)i:c-n>u!hm  wid  wkjrslde  inn&.  and  Ito 
"t^iiU  Uvl^n«"  and  "  t'ciuiiul,~  lUid  Uiu  railage  full  of  good  rullnm.  and 
tlie  temlnarf  t^mwdoil  wiih  i>raltx,  good  girl*,  aiid  the  diiooes  ai  (talit»Kll'« 
tarniti,  and  Ihn  Mlnigh-rldm  wilh  Jiilin  Stnrji  fur  dH\er,  and  Uif  §<te'l-> 
liMrts  Uiat  wi'  l'>rwl  no  freshly  and  *■<  gushingly  —  luid  who  are  mm 
iiinthiT*  and  m>in<?  «r  thum.  alas,  ttrHndaiothrm.  whJIp  you  nnd  I.  sepminl 
bj-ohnlDMor  mniintAin  and  a  ;;pi)i<[-aduii  of  yo«re.  ittUhaTc  h«arut]i»c  Ims 
wKTRily  fur  oach  othor. 

ToM.: 


M.-.    i;iuinp?Uia(   111,.   I'n-i.iviiT   iV,..-....i- 

tl 1  li:i.l   r<-:,..|,..,i     Ih,-   ,i..„r,   \   s:i«  Ih'il'il 

-l.-..'L.   :uiii    uil.i.       Mr*.    Sl„.n„;.n  Z'.l  :i 

■  Willi,-  ll^ii-,..  K..iiti,i  t)«-  siro,?!^  infmil 
I.  I.iit  tlii-y  Irl  11*  tlimii^h  ami  In.  Tb' 
iln.ir  iliiih,T«;ir.l.      Mi;t  ihi,  nimitiUil  jiolw 
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when  they  brought  him  into  his  chamber  aiid  had  laid  him  on  the  bed, 
he  turned  his  eyes  to  mc,  beckoned,  and  when  I  went  to  him,  pulled  me 
down,  kissed  me  again  and  again  and  said,  *'  Whiitever  happens,  I  want 
j-ou  to  promise  to  look  out  for  Crete,''  —  the  name  ho  always  gives  his 
wife.  .  .  .  *•  Don't  leave  me  until  Crete  comes/'  I  took  my  old  bonnet 
off  and  just  sUiyod.  T  never  left  him  a  moment.  Whatever  hap- 
pened in  the  room,  I  never  blenched,  and  the  day  will  never  pass  from 
my  memory.  At  six,  or  thenjabouts.  Mrs.  (lariield  came,  frail,  fatigued, 
desperate,  but  firm  and  ({uiet  and  full  of  purpose  to  save,  and  I  think 
now  there  is  a  possibility  of  succeeding.  ...  I  came  from  the  White 
House  at  two  this  morning  and  have  been  there  all  day,  but  not  in  the 
room.     Emmons  is  here. 

July  6.  I  must  send  you  a  line,  if  only  to  let  you  knoAv  that  in  these 
times,  which  are  history,  you  are  remembered  and  sympathized  with. 
.  .  .  After  breakfast  I  went  with  vour  fatlier  to  the  White  House,  and 
finding  that  their  arrangements  for  nursing  were  all  made  for  the  day,  1 
ctinic  inuuediately  away.  It  looks  as  though  Mr.  Garfield  would  live.  He  is 
now,  SIX  o'clock,  still  comfoilable  and  has  asked  for  beefsteak.  They  will 
not,  of  coui-se,  let  him  have  it.  Mrs.  Sherman  and  Tom  were  there,  who 
came  to  let  the  President  and  Mrs.  (larfield  know  that  yesterday  the 
men  of  his  order  made  their  communion  an  offering  for  the  President's 
recovery.  Your  father  has  stayed  in  and  read  and  signed  despatches  and 
received  callers,  and  now  W.  and  your  father  have  gone  to  the  White 
House  to  make  inquiries  and  thence  to  pay  their  daily  visit  to  V.P. 
Arthur,  who  is  on  Capitol  Hill.  .  .  .  When  I  wa*<  with  the  President 
yesterday,  as  I  was  all  the  forenoon,  he  looked  up  at  me  and  said,  •*  When 
I  am  ready  to  eat,  I  am  going  to  break  into  Mrs.  Blaine's  larder." 

July  8.  Everything  seems  to  be  going  as  well  with  the  President  as  the 
most  loving  heart  can  wish.  All  peoples  and  tongues  vie  with  each  other 
to  do  him  honor.  Xo  danger  now.  no  anxiety  about  paralysis,  or  bullet 
in  the  liver,  and  every  prospect  of  a  speedy  recovery  in  all  his  parts. 
Arthur  can  go  back  to  New  York,  and  we  soon  to  Augusta,  and  all  the 
pain  and  love  and  anticipated  peril  will  not  be  lost  on  the  country. 
I  have  been  to  the  White  House  this  morning,  but  saw  none  but  officials. 
Left  your  father  there  in  consultation  with  the  dtX'tors.  Emmons  opened 
the  door  to  me  when  I  finally  came  home.  His  case  is  still  undecided, 
and  I  think  his  hopes  are  low.  Your  father  holds  up  wonderfully. 
Jacky  keeps  on  the  even  tenor  of  his  way ;  all  days  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment, all  evenings  at  the  White  House.  ...  I  suppose  you  have 
noticed  that  the  President  came  here  Friday  afternoon.  He  sat  with  me 
an  liour,  waiting  for  your  father,  gave  me  his  inaugural  nicely  b(mnd  with 
his  autograph  in  it.  Wanted  to  go  to  Augusta,  but  hated  the  long  tail  to 
his  kite,  on  this  trip.  Finally  your  father  came  and  they  walked  away 
together.  Now  it  seems  this  Ouit(jau  followed  him  to  this  house,  waited 
to  shoot  him  on  his  return,  but  not  wanting  to  hurt  Secretary  Blaine,  had 
to  give  it  up  tliat  time. 

July  15.     This  date  reminds  me   lliat  I   have  only  once  before   stayed 
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M  Ubt  u  UiU  tn  WuMacton.  In  1870,  mi  Ibi*  rnj  Oaj,  I  mw  Ompat 
wt)(iara  it)  inlm-tMl  bin*  and  Hnu  ttastcn.  anU  roar  laiher.  tfe  9|MkM. 
IimJ  on  M  alp»ck.  H«  •ito  borv  Mm  bl«wd  mtitoent  in 
irilb  Mm  Emmon*.  (n  ibirl-alMv«a,  lanentiR^  tfati  Salleitor^  ifadM. 
wfaM  b  ftgslnai  him.  Turn  U  nl  dM.4oor.  warding  off  om  oI  mr  bik 
«r^  oounlTj-wimieD.  .  .  .  Jnrt  M  itinu  lajtf  nif[bt  w«  iwcived  WilktO 
l«l<>l*i«m  (roni  AngtuU.  Swinj;  Inw.  kwcM  i4i»finl.  and  Ukr  n»r  <i 
wmtk.  fi>r  »ll  ihe  dootun.  mill*  and  fomaU,  uutimt  \ang  torp  Ha 
Pm^Mit  nil  hin  baixk.  util  when  hu  b  pnmvnM>ed  out  of  d>ue«r.  ■«■  <nf«d 
to  Imto.  I  •pnat  yv-unlajr  In  rvwHag  **  Dun  Jnlin  "  —  toond  it  %vrj  h 
ingi  btU  Oilnk  tfa*  Mitbor  (hnuld  taiva  kofit  Uw  clue  (nr  ideatikuhin,  l> 
Uio  mUbwlJoii  tit  tJin  ranihir.  She  ha»  iio  right  to  anutiM  t 
of  frnvidflMW.  Vmi  •hnul'l  hatr  y*m  lallivr.  lo  whom  I  lnt«  U 
14017,  "'"'''  atHiut  tL  I  lm«n  ntit  bam  at  tint  Whlta  llotisr  for  (wn  ilq*.- 
bat  Rmroon*  uiil  your  (atbor  w«re  orer  laM  night.  Vntnul  emrtlii^ 
mnuoloiiDiislv  oimfortalile. 

Jnly  IV-  'To-Dt];fat  I   •Jiall   proltoldjr  call   at    Ifao    Wbitu   IIuuk- 
Inkd  i>l«Mlng  hour  •>(  ihr  twnnty-rnur,  iv  I  am  ntillged  la  cadtvill  mjtA 
with  a  mnn  form»litj.  whun  I  long  la  be  o(  roa]  •orrio*. 

KromWHlkertoM.: 

July  IS.     I  WM  iratt  at  tl>n  ftalion  lioni  bj  Mima,  who  goon  in  Cbkifl 
l4MHormw  marnltiK.  itiil  koiw,  I  foar.  with  a  ntbsr  b««v_v  hwirt.    KMbK 


Mmii.  \V.  K,  (  li., 


i..i,is1on™i,.nlv  ,.f  ^vh■.xl rm.i  — 

■  i.ivl.-ii.irrs  iL.aki-  tin-    ni..-l   ii-i'i      !: 
iHi.'ve  Mr.  Hhiiiu-  fn.m  all  (viiii.li,';:; 

il  nv;t>ivi'  k-tUT  in  ivliiili  ht-  i[Himaii"J 
.111  olll  ut  ti'iiiJl.T,  illlil  ll.;lt  111?  Iisii 
isl„.,f  ■„,.  to  rwiv.T.  Ilv  »-;t-  U.i- 
:iii'  i.n.l  .■;.)ni.  Th:!!  Ii,.  kn.iwj  h.>« 
r  mill  UN  and  \.mr  f:uiiily.  and  takt- 
•_v    the     ^enlimont    on    1117 
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the  indications  continue  so  j^ooil  that  I  ought  to  bo  more  confident  than  I 


The  whole  countiy  has  been  ap^onized  about  the  President,  and  is 
almost  deifying  him  already.  This  worship  will  make  him  aIl>|>owerful 
if  he  lives.  ...  It  tourhes  the  country  to  hear  that  the  President 
asked  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  struggle  so  hard  for  such  a  little  span 
of  life.  .  .  .  Pleas(>  stop  all  these  telegrams  about  the  assassin's 
movements  and  conversations.  .\s  little  allusion  as  possible  should  be 
made  to  him.  .  .  .  He  has  actually  l>een  allowed  to  give  his  views  as 
to  Arthur's  Cabinet,  to  name  his  men  and  have  them  printed  by  leave  of 
the  Department  of  flusticc.    Cannot  you  stop  this  ? 

Frt)in  Mr.  Rlainc : 

Washington,  July  14. 

.  .  .  Garfield,  I  think,  is  surely  destined  to  be  nuu*h  njore  speedily 
ivell  and  out  than  is  generally  thought.  I  differ  from  the  doctors  about  the 
direction  of  the  ball  —  have  never  believed  that  the  liver  was  pierced  at  all 
«-  and  think  the  event  will  prove  that  I  am  right. 

To  M. : 

July  22.  Your  father  saw  the  President  for  six  minutes  yesterday 
morning,  the  first  time  since  that  fateful  Saturday.  They  had  put  him 
(the  Prex)  ofl^day  after  day,  till  he  would  be  denied  no  longer.  He  looked 
better  than  your  father  expected  to  sec  him,  though  his  voice  was  weak. 
Mrs.  Garfield  told  me  yesterday,  she  considered  him  out  of  danger.  Isn't 
it  wonderfully  good?  Every  night  we  drive  out  to  the  new  house,  which 
interests  us  immensely. 

July  23.  I  do  not  know  when  we  can  come  home.  Your  father  does 
not  feel  justified  in  leaving,  and  he  is  not  willing  for  me  to  leave  him. 
How  sorry  I  am,  and  what  a  summer  this  is  !  But  petty  disappointments 
must  not  be  remembered.  I  am  just  home  from  the  White  House  where  I 
have  been  sitting  for  two  hours.  Saw  I)rs.  Agnew  and  Hamilton,  the 
Cabinet,  Mrs.  (iarfield.  and  Molly.  Kvery  one  looking  very  anxious  and 
sober.  Mrs.  Garfield  said  the  President  did  not  mind  much  who  was  in 
the  room  with  him  to-day. 


From  Emmons : 

Chicago,  July  26.  You  can't  conceive  the  uncertainty,  doubt,  and 
anxiety  that  have  taken  possession  of  me  since  the  President's  relapse. 
People  out  here  seem  quite  hopeless.  I  do  hope  father  is  keeping  up  well 
under  this  strain  and  heat.  It  worries  me  dreadfully  to  have  him  stay,  but 
erery  one  else  would  worry  to  have  him  leave.  An  endless  number  of 
people  have  spoken  to  me  of  his  bearing  under  the  excitement,  and  the 
immensely  good  effect  it  had  here  on  people. 


Hinr:ttAPHT   tir  JAMKH    G.     Bt.l/.VK. 


To  M.: 


tvltj  i<f-  VuD  CM]  1*11  Mr-  HiHBin  that  «ra  ara  more  nniMrnt  «(  d* 
MMmMi  tritnws  llila  morninfc  UinD  we  liare er^r  b««n.  Wbea  we  ilull 
latiway,  I  Iibtt  im  i-luiiifn  n(  knnwln};-  X'^nr  faitirr'a  nuy  »i»re  gitvn*- 
IM«n»  lo  •'vnr)  fHond.  micI  whilo  ho  HUy*.  I  niiui.  1  dti  noi  fed  llttt  lUi 
b  noL-cMiuj  :  hat  lie  iIum,  Aod  I  cannol  unlonm  tite  iM  Iwlrii  a(  nptfing 
htuwunl  n*  Uw.  Wiilki-r.  »•  you  may  «ttp|Kf»c.  If^  mon>  tbAti  uUMad,  ri 
A|]i-»  will  But  lUb-ii  I'l  rhn  jtroiioaltioii  nf  ^ing  tii  AogvsU.  tiiaugh  I  ral^ 
think  ■he  nned*  th«  (^hui^.  We  are  ntl  Itrtrlil  ngBlii  mlwnt  the  ntsidal 
and  I  nuw  foci  a  tn-rinio .u«untDCR  m  ii-  hi*  twitig  carrfnlly  tooked  ilta 
w^iifli  I  hare  not  hlihirnu  hwl.  Vfr*.  Agticw  «iid  Hunllton  will  keif 
i-loMr  watdi  Uian  tie.fnre  Hi  Is  fri^t. 


T.I  Mr.  Blniiu-: 

llAntLlvM.  -luly  S^.  IW       ' 

I*  Ihore  Miy  itiuh  book  as  I>el»Ies  oo  tho  iwlopliitii  of  the  Conctilntini^ 
A  iDui  walketl  awny  np  Iwn  milrji  ln.-il  ni^bt,  and  I  hiw)  it  not.  He  \f  v«ri 
inlellL^nt,  wants  lo  gut  at  wliat  was  tliu  inlaiiUon  of  thv  fmafT*  "f  <^ 
OniudlUllun  ;  litMnI  Weaver  npeak  in  Dtuivnn.  uid  thinks  lit:  was  arung 
aa  U(  hi»  faclK,  —  IkiiiktJaciuoii  wfu  alwnl-nitHHiy  tuau.  ete.  bLhentu;  . 
lib  of  Hunlltou  PC  of  Jaakaon  tliat  wobU  lidp  bim?     I  cant  ace  A«  J 


Ailnmi'  ( 


^  liRlit .. 
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ToM.: 

Washington,  August  19. 

.  .  .  Visited  the  house  twice,  where  your  father's  activity  caused  me 
^reat  anxiety,  as  he  now  mounts  the  ladders  and  overlooks  the  second* 
story  floor.  Was  at  the  White  House  twice,  and  took  quite  a  drive.  Poor 
John !  [the  coachman  of  the  State  Department  carriage]  the  clouds  have 
returned  alter  much  rain,  and  neither  the  morning  nor  the  evening  is  his 
day. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Clay: 

Lexington,  August  15,  1881. 

I  send  to-day  by  Adams^  Express  a  picture  of  my  grandfather,  Heniy 
Clay.  The  picture  is  a  copy  of  a  photograph  taken  in  Philadelphia  in  the 
early  stage  of  photography.  The  artist  gave  it  a  number  of  years  after- 
ward to  Mr.  Rufus  King,  of  Cincinnati,  and  he  and  Judge  Nicolas  Ix)ng- 
ivortli  were  so  impressed  with  the  likeness  that  Mr.  King,  after  sending  me 
a  copy  made  by  Judge  Longwoith,  sent  me  the  original  to  be  copied  here. 
It  was  much  faded,  and  the  outlines  of  the  copy  were  retouched  with  India 
ink.  The  picture  is  not  ivs  perfe(;t  a  likeness  as  I  had  hoped  for,  when  I 
referred  to  it  in  Washington ;  yet,  excei)t  for  a  certain  immobility  of  the 
features,  I  prefer  it  to  any  picture  of  him  I  have  ever  seen.  The  full-face 
pictures  of  him  are  very  few. 

The  frame  about  it  is  made  of  ash  flooring-plank  from  the  old  house  at 
Ashland.  It  was  in  those  days  dressed  on  one  side  only  with  the  plane, 
and  left  hewed  upon  the  other  side,  as  you  will  observe  by  noticing  the 
under  side  of  the  frame.  The  nails  on  tluj  side  near  each  corner  are 
wrought,  and  were  nailed  in  the  plank  wIhmi  it  was  first  laid  at  Ashland. 

I  send  in  the  box,  with  the  picture,  my  grandfather's  manuscript  of 
••Notes  of  conversations  with  the  British  Plenipos/'  made  on  May  11th 
and  IGth,  and  June  7tii  and  9th,  181«'>,  in  London.  Ttiese  convei*sations 
were  held  by  Henry  Clay  and  Albert  (Jallatin  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  Messi's.  Robinson,  (roulburn,  and  Dr.  Adams,  representing  the 
British  Government.  I  regret  the  hu^k  of  my  grandfather's  signature,  but 
Ibr  one  who  is  as  familiar  as  you  probably  are  with  his  handwriting,  it  is 
not  necessary.  I  send  you  these  things  because  of  my  appreciation  of  the 
character  of  your  public  services,  and  because  of  your  able  defence  of  those 
principles  (especially  that  of  protective  tariff)  which  Henry  Clay  thought 
so  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

To  M.  : 

August  23. 

I  was  at  the  White  House  last  night.  Miss  Edson  abandoned  hope. 
Why,  indeed,  should  that  angel  tarry  longer  !)y  that  bed  when  the  poor 
sufferer  has  lost  his  own  identity,  praying  to  have  that  other  man  taken 
from  liim  away,  and  to  be  relieved  from  that  other  man's  face  which 


nU 


UtnuttAPllY    or  JAXKS 


BhAtjrm. 


o1m«m  Ui  uiiI  tlnigs  iifNin  Ills?  .Mtoiii  ivn.  iir  p«rt(n|i«  later,  «t  ctm* 
hnmc  when  juur  falbar  paanvd  ki>  UuIlvUn  tu  Uowall  We  wen  jdMla 
tbe  Midnitlon  o(  our  oirn  mom  irh«n  «  curiae  dmva  aji.  (IfHionein 
Uitnk«*tir}-lliin^  uimaual  mtutiu  llta  Wblte  llotae.  but  tbUwu  Et..«kabd 
(Kima,  an  It  wpii).  i»  hnve  \\\*  ilouni  fi»m  oar  ll|w.  Voor  faUwr  wwntdiin 
and  let  him  in.  but.  e.\aa !  i-iiuld  five  him  un  uomfort. 

Au][UJl  SiS.  .  .  .  I  «upp(j«o)-ouaui  MO  M  well  as  uotbariluth«r* 
ia  orirr.  Rronr  nl^rbl  1  try  lu  brai-c  fur  tlial  l«l«pl>ona  whk-li  I  am  aat 
iH-font  inorning  will  send  itn  >1iri11  ■■nnninna.  Th«i  monilng  L*  ■  Tilii* 
i-Biuaiiriiig.  for  H^lit  nf  iUelf  giv«a  i-nur«ge.  Vour  fntJiar  I  (olluw  Up«lin 
mill  (lowD  llki!  a  ilog^. 

From  Hon.  W.  E.  Chandler: 

Wahmum,  N.II.,  Augusi  X».  1881. 

...    Of  uuurM  I  linvo  no  pAtl«nr«  with  th<-  fnuU- tinders .  nn<l  I  liui 

Dr. uaglit  tn  Int  ■uppriuan] ;  tint  )  «i*)i    llic  [bii.-ti)rB  liitd  founil  o 

hrfom  kii(  wiHikii  lind  jiuntoil  ulmre  tliu  Imll  wont,  anil  liail  kept  opium  n 
of  Mn>  wiiicli.  iimihiitnl  with  tliit  nxtn-tne  l>«nt  ol  Wasiiington,  a  litelj 
ptwoit  Ills  itx-overj-  \wA  a.t  It  atrcm*  pTitlont  ihai  he  miglit  twxnvt  in 
Uw  dtTMit  inHiiuniKt  of  Hit  liali.  ...  I  do  mit  fiwl  as  if  I  erer 
tu  Ml  fool  In  Iti  atresia  again.  I  pxpnrt  ii>  nt*(!  its  oITiki  in 
Inok*  and  (cmy  liiun  of  iny  friMidji  wliii  faavo  Ucnn  tliore  < 
•axloiM  w«ek*.  Il  l«  (il«aiKinr  tn  nntir*  ih<<  iinirerasi  commendatwa  «r) 
Mr.  Blaiiw  l»  rwciring,  btiih  fn>ni   ilit*  I  leiuoi-ralii'  .-uid  tli«  Kepobli 


Kv.tn    \h.   1:1,11 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker : 

Washington,  October  3,  1881. 

Reached  here  safely  at  6.30  this  morning.  I  found  Mr.  Trescott 
here  at  the  department,  full  of  sorrow.  He  says  that  there  never  has 
been  since  the  country  began  any  administration  of  the  Department  of 
State  which  in  nine  months  could  compare  with  this ;  that  the  last  thirty 
years  put  together  can^t  show  as  much,  and  that  if  you  stay  until  the 
report  on  foreign  affairs  is  made,  no  President  could  possibly  make  the 
change. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Walker  went  to  New  York  last  night  to  superintend  the  reception  of 
the  Germans.     He  is  doing  his  work  wonderfully  well. 

To  M.,  in  Europe  ; 

Washington,  November  6,  1881. 

.  .  .  I  reached  Philadelphia  in  time  to  lunch  with  your  father,  prepara- 
tory to  his  leaving  for  New  York  on  the  limited.  I  looked  so  good  to  him 
that  he  determined  to  go  back  to  Washington  with  us,  but  »Iackey's  en- 
treaties prevailed  and  the  original  plan  was  carried  out.  [Entertainment  of 
the  nation^s  guests.]  Before  your  father  left  Philadelphia,  he  sent  telegrams 
saying  that  you  had  sailed.  Of  course  he  took  to  himself  ail  the  credit  for 
the  final  perseverance  of  St.  Margaret —  dear  soul —  who  linds  fault? 

.  .  .  Our  early  breakfast  was  for  Emmons'  lieuefit,  who  wants  to  get 
off  to  New  York  at  10.30  to  attend  the  ball  this  evening,  for  which  your 
father  has  telegraphed  him. 

From  Mr.  Blaine: 

.  .  .  This  eve  I  dine  with  the  Germans.  Everything  passes  off 
delightfully  —  thanks  to  Walker,  who  has  executive  talent,  a  great  deal. 

To  M.: 

Washinoton,  November  9,  1881. 

.  .  .  Your  father  and  Jackey  are  still  in  New  York,  though  I  think  it 
would  be  more  sensible  if  Walker  would  come  home,  for  Emmons  says  he 
is  dead  tired.  They  could  not  wake  him  up  to  go  to  the  ball.  .  .  . 
Your  father  stays  now  to  oblige  Arthur,  who  wants  him  to  come  over  with 
him. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Washington. 

I  am  sitting  in  prim  waiting  for  the  foreign  guests,  who  will  be  here  nt^ 
one  o^clock,  and  i  am  having  a  thousand  and  one  things  going  on  all 
around  me.  Walker  did  splendidly  in  New  York ;  made  a  most  telling 
fpeech  at  the  dinner. 


BtouRAfar  or  JAMK^t  a.  blalvk. 


Tn   M.: 


Niiveubwr til.  .  .  .  WkOnrlutMaitxtWM'Ic.  Hr.TresooawUiUm. 
They  wlU  ba  vwky  tb«  antitv  «Hiil«r.  W«lk«r  In  bath  idsMed  «ul  Mtj. 
[tlookijtoodUi  blmta  lu;  )i«ra  duw^  tho  wtnur — at  iho  muim  time,  k 
win  ba  gUil  to  ikIiI  to  lil«  tntveli  wail  exjiM'iwiOM.  »nd  periiB]M  npm- 
llnn.  .  .  .  llia  (Ilnii«r  U  Hn.  llunfa  wn»  axncptionalljr  tDlienaliiif. 
ArUiur  1>  no  •ofiol  uiil  futi<l  of  being  awaj  fruni  his  lunelj  liabitMlon 
Cjipltol  Hill,  arid  sti<)uet(«  rei^ulrlng  «v»Ty  nn«  in  stajr  till  ho  Icavia, 
linHna*^  an  Inttwiting  pmblnni  how  lu  vnil  a  tliDDer  bwforv  twvlie  o'cUt 
—  hui  Mre  (lilt  gfi.  htinii!  trum  Ui«  HtiBU  a  liltlo  before  that  hour. 

NoTDmUrS*!.  .  .  .  Your  fatfaor.  Mr.  iliu,  Tnmcott,  Walker,  amiTt 
at  Uui  ■llninK-ruom  table  — jfa«  tl^htod  —  alt  dlllgenUjT  working  oB  » 
]»imn.  .  .  .  Waikfir  I*  In  gn  F'riiliif.  What  do  yoa  caj^Haa  I  at 
dn  withniu  him?  Hut  thi' eiubtirraa^uieiiu  of  the  ehmoge  of  tbe 
cnUor  bs  will  l>«  »pandi  alwi  a  •cicioty  winter  in  WHshlagtoa.  whU 
<'Gn»ider  ni>  lou  tor  lilm;  aUu  tJia  rUk  o(  tb«  lotib  of  •tumn  of  his  pki 
luiuwt  iiitlmai-l«ii.  .  .  .  Yoor  father  gainx  t^onsianily.  He  l«  m 
n-Eoininfc  hiii  fl<i«h,  whlob  does  not  give  lihn  appareutlj-  the  saticfiutiea 
might. 

I>«<<embcr  7.    .    .    .    Will  jou  please ciiltivat4<s  plain  Itand?   Tbinna 

ingSmall.cinimg  Iwrnnt  I  wn*  up,  brougtil  twn  welcome  letti>n  trtmjt 

,     .     ,     Vwur  falhcr.  Bulitiiig  Ihcm  ainl   my   glaases,   PomniRncwl 

with  irapnluoiiitj',  hut  at  the  lint  liau  he  iNtlkifd.     I  came  tu  the  r«« 

omirring  nil  pmppr   nimin".  nianagiad  lo  stn   thrtiii<rh  them. 


■    \[iv 
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possession  of  the  office,  1  will  of  course  adjust  my  concluding  matters  to 
your  convenience.  If  you  have  no  choice,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  several 
days  to  get  everything  squared  and  leave  no  ravellings  wherewith  to 
trouble  you. 

If  it  be  agreeable  to  you  and  Mrs.  Frelinghuysen,  it  is  the  desire  of  Mrs. 
Blaine  and  myself  to  have  a  reception  in  your  honor  on  the  evening  of  the 
day  on  which  you  are  installed,  for  the  special  purpose  of  presenting  to 
you  the  members  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  with  their  families. 

Would  Thursday,  the  twenty-second,  prove  agreeable  to  you.  If  you 
desire  an  earlier  day,  I  pray  you  to  frankly  name  it. 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Frelinghiiysen : 

Newark,  N.J.,  December  12, 1881. 

The  proposal  of  Mi*s.  Blaine  and  yourself  to  present  Mrs.  F.  and  me  to 
the  Diplomatic  Corps  and  their  families  is  too  kind  and  acceptable  to  be 
declined.  The  time  will  of  course  be  fixed  to  suit  your  convenience, 
whether  on  the  day  of  my  installation  or  otherwise. 

How  long  i  should  like  it  to  be  before  you  give  possession  and  devolve 
the  responsibilities  of  your  otlice  on  me,  it  would  not  be  wise  forme  to  say. 
As  to  what  time,  under  the  circumstances,  this  better  be  done  I  will  see 
you.  Mrs.  F.  and  1,  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  had  decided  to  visit 
Washington,  for  a  few  days,  to  se«  to  our  house,  which  we  are  overhaul- 
iog,  and  I  may  see  you  on  Wednesday. 

ToM.: 

Washington,  December  13,  1881. 

.  .  .  Frelinghuysen's  name  was  sent  in  yesterday,  and  yesterday  con- 
flrnied,  and  in  a  few  days  he  will  take  the  oath  of  otlice,  and  for  the  first 
time  in  twenty-three  ycai*s  your  father  tinds  himself  out  of  public  life,  he 
entering  the  Legislature  in  '68.  Of  course  he  is  extremely  busy,  getting 
I'eady  to  welcome  his  successor,  so  I  cannot  yet  judge  how  tin;  absolute 
freedom  will  afl'ect  him,  but  I  have  few  misgivings.  .  .  .  Your  father 
juid  1  dined  with  the  Hales  Sunday  evening,  the  first  persons  to  eat  at  their 
boanl  since  they  went  into  the  Morton  house.  I  think  the  house  they  ai*e 
in  charming,  and  we  had  a  nice  visit,  your  father  Ixiing  in  one  of  his  irre- 
sistible mooils,  when  no  Tuan,  I  care  not  who  he  may  be,  (*an  surpass  him. 
Then,  as  Mr.  Chandler  says,  I  would  rather  hear  him  than  eat.  .  .  . 
I  am  so  glad  Walker  is  away  through  all  these  changes,  as  I  find  it  easier 
to  preserve  my  own  equanimity,  with  no  one  in  whom  to  confide  my  little 
asperities. 

December  11.  ...  I  have  been  again  to-day  to  the  trial,  the  most 
interesting  place,  by  all  odds,  in  Washington  ;  and  after  enduring  the  bad 
air  and  stitling  companionship  of  the  crowded  court-room  for  three  hours, 
and  after  gaping  with  the  rest  of  the  crowd  at  the  van  till  Guiteau  sprang 


MH 
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tnlo  it  like  a  ralil>it,  I  ifrncn  home  lo  HdiI  jmor  fatlwr  stfll  at  th* 
ll  is  righi  and  niuui-al,  and  for  Um  hlgboBt  good  tif  iIiimb  tuo»i  oekrlv  ntt- 
Mroed.  Uui  my  llirve  cblldivn  «bovld  b«  ■wftjr.  tMit  il  U  nol  s  cocilcw  «mb> 
fli'd.  I  pay  ili-nrljr  Tit  Kmniaiis'  bnsincu.  for  Walker'*  opporiunlliM,  u4i 
[or  jmtr  Frmii^h.  .  .  .  I.ast  niglil  wo  illiit>i]  at  ihv  BrllliUi  [.vgUicB, 
Tnmiiy-fDiir  at  the  tabic,  rnprwvatiav  tlitnnen  iuiituna]ititH  —  onnelva  ik* 
i>nl>  AiiiGrk.-an>.  it  wnu  a  iilmwiiil  iliniirr.  Tho  PnstMctil  liu  Ui-dq 
lul«irni{4iei1  Walltar  In  U  eknryi  tfi^nirrM  M  Clii1«.  lill  Kil|utrick't  ne- 
oMK>r  b  appointed.  Did  you  «ier  knuw  audi  luck  *»  !■«  b«i  ? 
Tbe  Knoriileni  vrrtir  litto  lb#  White  Hoim»  \Vwln«tMlay.     .     .    . 

To  Walkrr: 

WANiiixnTox.  n«r«n))wr  1^  IKl. 
Tbr  beli  ii  bdog  pulled  every  momont.  and  lU  rach  Uiiltk  I  looki^ 
bo]rbiS  I'l  iiM>  n  lulngram  nhidl  (hall  prnvv  to  tie  from  tlia  latliiiiu*.  .  .  . 
l.larMirH  llnle  i>  here.  Iryin^  to  jet  an  aiiKwcr  from  your  falher  forUr. 
Hotlllu,  from  whoiw  hoiun  li«  Iim  jiwl  arrived,  lu  In  whvUiar  lie  will  fp«dc 
at  lh»  Nnw  Kngland  dinnur.  and  Mr.  Frye  ti  lien*  and  KobcKin  and  iVSam 
and  Mr.  \\<M  ~-  The»'i  nra  all  in,  and  Ibarv  ia  a  ctrclo  hi^rt  uvulde  Urpr 
than  lhl*privil«j;etl  ww.  .Mr.  Fr«l(ngli(iyiwu>  iiaiui- yi.>>)«rd«y  •snl  in 
'  at  once  KUiAniiMl.  I  cannnt  help  fovlinie  a  llttla  bliio.  Ilo  you  sap|i«M  a 
prima  niinlMlor  nvpi-  irvnt  ual  witl)*>uta  tvoritt  f<wni>g  that  he 
of  a  riglit?    £v«ry  day  I  Mtu  tlio  wixdom  of  ynur  lliiMly  nlnotiM. 

buUiiM,  at ^ktwradatl  nj  aqtmbBltj  to  Imr  ihatn  ealmly  dl 

irii'  vi'iir  f;irliir's  ri-i>i"v:il,  wllhoiit  ri'inniiilrorins'  li>  ii';;rTr    it.  .■vt-ti  I 


;i-  ..M   ..f   ^ 
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returning  every  summer  or  two  to  Bangor.  Maine  is  a  very  good  state 
to  hail  fix>ni.  You  ai*e  sure  to  meet  some  man  fix>m  tliat  part  of  the  world 
whereever  you  may  be.     .     .     . 

.  .  .  Poor  Kilpatrick,  how  short  his  enjoyment !  i  recall  his  extrav- 
agant joy  when  he  received  the  place  last  May,  and  now  he's  gone,  leaving 
the  little  wife  and  the  two  children  in  Chile.  ...  I  am  extremely  com- 
plimented by  the  high  honor  which  the  President  has  paid  in  making  me 
charge.  Mr.  Trescott  was,  I  think,  extremely  gratified,  as  it  removes  any 
embarrassment  that  might  attend  the  suc(;ess  of  the  mission  by  a  new  man 
being  sent.  I  hope,  however,  that  some  new  minister  may  be  sent  pretty 
quickly,  so  that  after  we  have  ended  our  work,  I  may  not  be  compelled  to 
remain  there  very  long.  I  wish  if  you  see  tlie  President  you  would  say 
to  him  how  highly  I  appreciate  the  honor  which  he  has  paid.  I  have 
been  gleaning  what  gossip  1  could  about  tlie  Panama  canal  since  coming 
here,  and  as  1  am  just  going  on  shore  for  the  last  time,  will  pick  up  some 
more.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  to-day's  paper.  If  we  don't  do  anything  in 
South  America,  you  can  at  least  hear  that,  like  Napoleon  in  Europe,  we  are 

cutting  up  a of  a  swell  down  here.     Of  one  thing  you  may  be  quite 

sure,  tliat  this  canal  is  going  to  be  an  extremely  expensive  thing  for  the 
French,  and  that  it  will  be  many,  many  years  before  they  complete  it, 
if  they  ever  do. 

To  M.,  in  Europe  : 

Deckmuer  U.  1881. 

.  .  .  Ever}^thing  connected  with  the  State  Department  is  all  right; 
most  of  all,  the  retiring  Secretary,  who  went  with  me  last  night  to  an 
auction  of  water-colors,  and  amused  himself  by  buying  many  pictures. 
.  .  .  Do  not  feel  uneasy  about  anything  you  may  hear,  politically.  The 
Chile  and  Peru  business  should  not  give  you  the  slightest  concern,  it  is  a 
decided  jjolicy,  instead  of  drifting,  as  cowardly  Americans  only  desire  to 
do.  Your  father  has  asserted  the  rights  of  this  country,  as  was  his  bounden 
duty. 

To  Walker: 

WASHiN(tTuN,  December  10,  1881. 

.  .  .  The  outgoing  Secretary  is  still  in  gay  spirits,  and  I  think  the 
best  of  health.  .  .  .  Kverything  is  going  Stalwart  way.  D.  came 
into  tlie  parlor  to  see  me  during  my  call  last  night,  and  butter  would 
not  melt  in  his  mouth,  lie  has  all  the  generosity  of  the  victor  towaixls 
the  dying  —  but  their  great  trump  is  (iuiteau.  Day  before  yesteixlay  he 
made,  in  <'ouit,  an  appeal  to  those  who  had  **  come  into  fat  ollice  through 
him,  to  send  in  contributions.  If  they  are  afraid  to  do  it  over  their  own 
names,  let  them  do  it  on  the  sly ;  but  do  it  they  nmst,  or  I  will  call  names.*' 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  has  expressed  to  your  father  his  hoi)es  that  you  will 
remain  in  the  depaitment.  He  desires  it  on  yoiu-  father's  account,  and  for 
bis  own,  everything  he  hears  of  you  making  him  anxious  to  have  you  near 


mO 


nioiiK-iPUY  ny  JAitKii   ':.    ni-Aiyr. 


Vkm.  -  .  -  Mr.  l^ltfiMiaMiyluTlBiEbtmiliitMrTiftiradbytlM"  tl«nad.'u4 
«adaff  Um  Uw  lint  pmtaacn  or  p«ngT«(di  (if  jruw  Ebi1i<u-'>  K.  A.  da 
Hi  kim,  ■■  BOW  poUMed,  had  not  tiwq  on  ib»  orieunl  p«|>«r,  yt«it  fcb« 
wrato  Uai.  wImb  ba  oum  Ann  Innwlwieirir.  Hi»  note  will  b«  flnn  B 
tht  pi«M  W^aj.  .  .  .  fiauMMM  hM  Iwd  WKrtlMr  R.  R.  attr  flf  a 
•UOO  pl«M.    Ho  d«cldM  to  itajr  la  Chlcagw. 

I>«)MnbM'  IQ.  .  .  .  Xant  Ubvluu  jiut  louked  up  tbronffli  bb  gtMMt 
ti>  ny  llul  ba  bu  Ihiuk^i  Hlti'tt  !>••*»«'  for  %\m.  1  ImII  UiU  •*  ih*  t«^ 
nlng  of  a  fUblr.     It  Ann*  mm  abnint  In  have  four  bamM  Um)  »  po«;  ia 

AnpMU.  umI  lilriag  a  aUTi>|[i:  bw».     ,     .     ,     li*Te  b«m  in  fnta  ihe 

Guhcaii  trial,  wMi4i  ilicj  fnand  oitrcinolt  Inhtnstiog,  full  uf  ilerutloo  H 
tlw  funlly,  snil  intMHU  Ui  we  Uii^c-  way  di  Um  Mlretii  uf  Senaiiir  R' 
NMtllvM  to  Mj  IliaJ  Ihvlr  would-tMi  S«in*tor  tak^  no  pan  )»  any  pUm  rf 
Ihb  kind.  I  lutd  a  lotel;  letter  fnim  Mr*.  Garfield  ilib  munii^;  my 
■ini|ilK.  Tory  cflW-tlva,  and  iifTni.-tln};.  .  .  .  All  the  Stalwaris  an  ^^^ 
in,  and  thougtithnmilUof  Arthur  Tnaj«wiiiiuyritidtliiw.tln;v8riadtttu<d 
lof  dae;  liul  wbaWrer  jou  niaj  nnul  ur  faMu-.  alwayt  rvnMluWr  Hiat  jmt 
fallwr  U  a  vuty  carafal  a*  well  ai  aliU'  maa.  aud  Uiat  Ii«cauae  tte  pKe»  (fU- 
daa  jcni  dm^  fiwl  no  ajiprvliaitslnn  i  llirm  oftMi  b  adranUga  la  Iba  nt; 


To  Mr.  ftlainv,  fr<>ni  ii<>ii.  .)'>)>ii  T.  Morgnii: 
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or  vice  versa^  and  (k)ngress  has  unatiimously  asked  your  father  to  deliver 
the  oration  at  the  congressional  memorial  exercises  on  the  death  of  Gar> 
field,  and  I  am  against  his  :iccepting  as  he  is  himself,  though  almost  every 
friend  he  has  insists  that  he  shall  do  it,  and  how  it  will  end  I  know  not. 
One  insuperable  objection,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  emotion  your  father  will 
feel,  embarrassing  him  to  an  uncontrollable  extent,  I  am  sure.  And  the 
man  is  here  about  the  flowers,  and  altogether  it  is  a  representative  day  in 
the  Blaine  family  as  it  has  hitherto  flourished,  though  very  likely  this  is 
the  last  of  them.  Well,  to  a  good  deal  of  this  L  can  cheerfully  say  good- 
by.  Welcome  to  go  is  the  punch  and  all  that  part  of  it,  and  if  your 
father  does  not  miss  these  carking  cares,  as  the  starved  Irishman  misses 
the  heart  of  the  potato,  I  am  ready  to  lighten  the  ship  by  throwing  over- 
board all  this  old  load.  He  says  he  does  not,  shall  not,  that  he  is  not 
thinking  of  it  at  all,  but  that  all  his  trouble  comes  from  his  business  opera- 
tions, of  the  neglect  of  which  he  is  deeply  ashamed. 

From  Walker : 

Near  Callao,  December  21,  1881. 

W^e  hope  to  be  in  Callao  at  9  or  10  o^clock  to-morrow  morning,  after  tlie 
smootliest  and  most  charming  voyage  that  you  can  imagine.  There  has 
not  been  enough  roll  on  the  Pacific  to  require  guards  or  ledges  on  the 
table  at  any  time  since  we  left  Panama.  ...  I  have  read  a  novel  and  a 
history,  studied  a  little  Spanish,  talked  a  great  deal  with  Trescott,  from 
whom  I  daily  learn  something,  and  for  whom  my  respect  and  admiration 
daily  augments. 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker : 

U.S.  Consulate  at  Callao,  Christmas  Dav. 

.  .  Before  we  went  we  were  ofTered  a  house  in  Lima,  which  we 
were  obliged  to  decline,  but  on  going  to  thank  the  owner,  who  is  said  to  be 
the  wealthiest  man  in  Peru,  we  found  cjuitc  a  company  of  Peruvians 
assembled,  and  were  forced  to  sit  down  about  four  or  five  to  a  most  sump- 
tuous lunch,  and  after  that  they  insisted  upon  our  coming  back  to  dine,  a 
most  elaborate  dinner  being  served  at  eight  o'clock.  While  in  Lima  we  had 
three  carriages  with  drivers  in  livery,  the  best  carriages  in  Lima,  con- 
stantly at  our  disposition,  and  we  had  so  many  visitors  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  see  anything  of  the  town.  I  have  just  sent  my  books  that  were 
given  me,  referring  to  the  situation,  to  the  boat.  Three  sailors  carrying 
them,  and  two  others  carrying  boxes  of  wine  which  we  were  fairly  com- 
pelled to  take.  I  think  if  we  had  given  a  hint  they  would  have  presented 
us  with  fortunes.  It  was  really  embarrassing  to  avoid  the  attentions.  I 
really  think  that  they  look  upon  us  as  a  sort  of  saviors,  and  Trescott  says 
it  will  be  necessary  to  send  a  fleet  to  rescue  us  at  the  end  of  the  mission,  so 
little  will  the  performance  that  we  hope  to  succeed  in  correspond  with 
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PvniTiui  expMUtMin.  I  c««  assunt  jnii,  huworrr,  Ihnl  it  mad*  m*  frt«l 
la  boftr  bow,  «Hib  SfinnMi  nvtraragancf^,  Uiny  tiinkp  "f  vnii.  nml  tl  If  pfh- 
hapB  MMmr  MMfw  nt  fooil  In  uiwl  Tanliy  ici  be  meBrdml  w  ■  ^tmi  man  hj 
•  wbnbi  i!ily  fur  i>tmi  iwu  ihj*,  it#  t  found  Trvwutt  and  I  wvn.  I  pl^ 
prinon  n>p)l  >u  the  liortj  lut  itly ht. 

[  wn  of  oirlnion  t)i*t  U  wiu  adruilsirniiis  m  ^n  tri  Lima  Vnr  roriult  I 
tiilnk  I  an^raian'l  lliing*  luiK'h  Ix-Uvr.  1  finlii-i-  m^-fM^lf  and  >lr>  jiMim  ta 
Tmivilt  tn  MVltii;  WiaX  I  IJilnk  wx  miujR  gmd  inipmwqont  nn  boUi  (1 '" 
and  Pnmrinn*.  -     -    One  thliix  perhaps  I  ought  i*>  «ay,  ilutt  is,  thu  )■ 

■It  tfaU  w»  wTtttd  iiuib-  unofBriiHy,  Niflng  nothing-  Had  hearing  cTfTTtliiaf. 


ToM.: 

X»w  YoKK.  I»ttMnlK.T  29.  I«l. 

.  .  .  Mv  dnnrar  >rlf — and  certainly  be  minUt  atiplv  ihr  lillr 
anothpr  ■iKnlfii-iuii'v  to  mi-— Is  lintkiiij;  up  1>U  itailly  tit*^l<-i.-li.->)  -Mtix  ' 
The  only  quosllon  tmw  i«.  m>'  ih«y  worth  taking  atiy  nuiii-p  of.  A' 
llnfi  t'nrtimnlui'  [tune  whU-h  nu  held  tlic  «tHiis»  of.  and  in  vthieh  ve  hid 
only  I'l  InMtt  ibo  flngt-r  to  jxty  (Jnnvtrilb  for  (ha  houMi,  h»  mfilted  fras 
tbo  gnup  which  bin  nnnilewily  held  It,  ind  w«  iniul  look  abnut  for  ii«« 
inVWlinrotii.  iliv  coitifort  of  whirh  I  find  in  the  luformuMi  that  there  i«  tiU 
MOOgh  left  to  fiparo  fur  InTf-vlinenLt.  .  .  -  Alice  ia  always  fcrupuluoi 
in  nnvxpecliHl  plni'eB.  thttivlj)  utoning  for  die  DHMiatrouii  llben^v  yonrfaibtr 
bdCM  wilb  my  uorrtiipnii'lonco  —  nui  naly  opaaing  and  rtaulin^  ray  lotten^ 
Imt    fnrpiWnc  Im  iiuinlioii    tliat  llii'V  hnvc  pv^r  tw en  ;    itn.l  'iflcn. 


:ill 
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Santiago  de  Chile,  January  20,  1882. 

.  .  .  Mr.  Trescott  has  had  three  interviews  with  Balmaeeda.  .  .  . 
The  position  of  affairs  is  about  this.  Nobody  in  Peru  will,  I  think,  sign  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  cession  of  territory.     Nobody  here,  without. 

January  2S.  .  .  .  Of  course  1  am  veiT  sorry  to  see  father  say  good- 
by  for  a  time  to  oftioial  life,  but  I  iiad  fully  appreciated  it  before  leaving 
Washington,  and  had  to  some  extent  discounted  any  feeling  which  the 
change  might  cause.  ...  I  wrote  a  little  note  to  father  last  night,  but 
forgot  to  say  anything  about  his  birthday.  I  would  telegraph  my  con- 
gratulations, but  it  would  still  further  bankrupt  the  family. 

It  would  really  not  do  for  me  to  say  how  great  lions  the  members  of  the 
coramission  arc.  Peru  was  almost  at  our  feet,  and  every  one  in  Chile  is 
devotion  itself.  If  we  come  out  successfully  I  expect  to  have  a  statue 
erected  both  in  Lima  and  in  Santiago  at  public  expense.  .  .  .  We  are 
standing  on  our  dignity.  You  have  no  idea  how  well  known  father  is  down 
here,  —  better  than  anyl)ody,  I  think  ;  nor  have  you  any  idea  how  they  hate 
Ilurlbut,  but  they  say  that  they  gave  Kilpatrick  the  grandest  funeral  ever 
seen  in  Chile,  government  paying  every  bill,  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $10,000. 

To  M.: 

January  28,  1882. 

1  do  not  know  with  what  particularity  the  text  of  the  Chile-Peruvian 
]>ai)ers  may  be  cabled  to  Europe,  but  as  there  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  on  this 
side  concerning  them,  I  hasten  to  say,  **Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled, 
neither  let  it  be  afraid.''  Only  on  the  publication  of  these  State  papers 
yesterday  morning,  in  the  daily  newspapers,  did  your  father  know  that  his 
instructions  had  been  altered  and  revoked,  —  and  when  I  say  his  instnic- 
tions,  you  must  remember  that  tiiey  are  ofticially  the  President's  acts,  he 
alone  being  responsible  for  them,  —  and  it  is  he  who  has  gone  back  on  him- 
self, for  his  friends  uuist  either  admit  that  he  does  not  know  to  what  he 
signs  his  name,  or  that  he  is  vacillating  and  doubtful  to  the  last  degree. 
In  point  of  fact,  the  papers  were  all  read  to  him,  and  he  approved  them, 
understanding  distinctly  that  they  committed  his  government  to  a  positive 
policy.  I  suspect  that has  kept  from the  successive  steps  of  altera- 
tion and  recantation,  and  that  the  President  himself  is  not  intelligent  on  the 
matter.     At  any  rate,  he  seemed  completely  unprepared  for  the  charge  of 

fickleness  yesterday  morning.    You  rememl)cr,  don't  you,  that told  us 

about  Ailhur's  two  passions,  as  he  heanl  him  discussed  at  Sam  Ward's 
dinner  in  New'York  —  new  coats  being  one,  he  having  then  already  ordered 
twenty-five  from  his  tailor  since  the  new  year  came  in  ;  the  other  seeming 
to  do  things,  while  never  putting  his  mind  or  his  hands  near  them  ?  Y'our 
father  saw  the  President  yesterday  morning  and  had  a  courteous  interview 
with  him.  What  he,  the  pater,  may  do  hereafter  I  do  not  know,  but  at 
present  he  has  decided  on  the  dignity  of  perfect  silence ;  but  he  says  he 
never  wrote  papers  of  which  a  man  or  his  children  ought  to  be  more 
proud,  and  that  there  is  not  a  single  word  in  them  he  would  have  changed. 

.     .     .     Your  father  is  well,  and  bright  and  busy,  but  feels  that  he  has 
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ninnn-trtiv  or  jambs  a.    blaike. 


Mifd  with  in>lt(iiit,v.  »i»I  t)uU  tli4t  wholif  Ihliij;  h  ^mp);  ^  < 

n  In  bTPftk  liiin  'Inwii. 
Frbnur)  tt.  .  .  .  -Im'ki  »iui  ror)'  i>rli»  wlien  lir  (nre««  UoM  lUf 
'IvnMty  mijihi  ii<>l  M-tilr  tiwlf  int»  Ihn  ■vMI'  wlUHiiit  an  Impabr  Id  ri 
ikiwn  )-i>iir  hthrr.  Wlu-u  }»ii  wr»li- tulvbriiij;  a  i-nnllict  iritfa  Aitkor  (n« 
Ihu  bcginiiiiii;.  I  ttiouj^bt  yoii  Inwuir;  iHit  tinw,  .ia  mukI,  Incllira*  neto  ■ 
adiiilmllun  uf  foar  jail)[mimL  Umlouiiiiirlty.  ibo  SbUa  |)v[MtflTnnni  intmli^ 
Ihfl  \Ue  nf  jnur  fnlh«r,  whh-h  llir;  os|>aii»<l  t»  lAko  with  nil  ilne  reptil  t» 
Iho  nnDTwi »•-<■.  anil  willi  «  lauch  iDltnlL)'  ini  Ui^lr  nwD  )>art,  Ilial  nnhdlf 
woold  fc»o»  lliiil  any  mtf  wm  huH.  only  bj  intl  by  U  wnul'l  rtrike  pMfte 
llial  iHiv  iirnii'«t  ikiir  **m»  furvvvr  ttiliiitfit.     .  Tlicy  n-inknf  iii^iTk- 

itnwiioiu.  -  lliKUtfb  Ihfj  wi-if  Aniiiir'*  tm  wnll ;  IIm;  l(r|il  t>ai\  lib  [>apr»; 
Lbey  *ent  li<  Cntigi****  x'^''''*'  iltuiwIi^Utv  iif  'I'miiiit's ;  ttw>y  jiahlitM 
printu  iHtera  pf  Chri^liniwy  lo  be  *nH  to  Congnn.  ,  .  .  Wfi»i  -Idi 
It  nil  amoiiiit  to?  Yniir  falhnr  will  Iw  «tBilIe»te<l  In  nvrry  [Rtriirnltr.  Bb 
policy  i*  H  |>atrlt<lk  o&k.  aiit)  llin  |Mi<q>le  »ni  p>ing  lu  mv^bEe  iL  Not « 
■elllth  lhi>u];lrl  !•  In  ll,  but  tl  ia.  Id  all  lu  ntmittuaion*,  Amprioan.  . 
Vnnr  (lUliiii- 1*  ifoing  ibii  n(t«muon  to  mUtaiorv  to  tlino  with  Mr.  Ckind. 
I,)isl  iiiclit  wt<  wcTo  nt  Mm.  Itanoroft's.  Tliu  Prt^i<Wiii  irann-  up  aJid  »k«i 
mn  toilo  him  tliF  honor  of  walking  Ihntii^rli  Uti>  nKinu  with  biiu  Of  o 
it  WW  intuiitiiriinl.  I  onmpHnil.  ami  we  miule  m  alow  prvgreas.  . 
This  altavk  baa  rtiniulatvil  falhar.  and  ho  I*  u  wvll  u  ba  vtvt  w«  fai  Ui 
lite, 
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States  had  abandoned  the  proposed  congi-ess,  and  tlien  went  on  to  inform 
Mr.  Trescott  that  the  instructions  given  him  by  father  had  l)een  published 
at  home,  and  new  ones  issued  modifying  them  seriously,  and  that  the  last 
had  been  published  too.  Of  course  we  can't  move  a  foot  just  now,  and  of 
course  we  feel  cruelly  our  awkward  position.  This  is  all  very  confidential, 
but  perhaps  it  will  interest  you  a  little.  Anyway  it  is  the  thing  which, 
just  now,  most  interests  me.  ...  I  should  awfully  like  to  have  a 
(X>ngres8ional  nomination  and  election,  with  just  one  chance  to  take  a  fling 
at  this  new  (or  old,  which  is  it?)  foreign  policy  of  ours. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  John  Jay : 

New  York,  Februrary  6,  1882. 

Your  suggestion  about  our  government  asking  permission  of  the 
governments  of  Europe  to  deal  as  we  like  with  American  (juestions 
recalls  the  fact  that  President  Grant,  in  November,  1876,  did  ask,  if  not 
their  permission,  at  least  their  **  moral  support,"  for  some  plan  of  joint 
action  for  restoring  peace  on  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

I  made  some  comments  on  this  strange  appeal  to  European  powers  to 
int<;rest  themselves  in  an  American  question  and  to  assist  in  deciding  the 
destiny  of  a  Spanish  colony  in  the  New  World,  in  a  paper  on  **The 
American  Foreign  Service,"  published  in  the  **  International  Review,"  for 
May  and  June,  1877,  pages  G,  7,  and  8,  at  which  I  hope  you  may  look.  A 
part  of  the  correspondence  was  submitted  to  Congress  on  the  21st 
January,  1876,  including  the  letter  to  Mr.  Cushing,  number  266,  November 
5,  187o,  suggesting  that  it  may  become  the  duty  of  other  governments  to 
interfere;  but  the  correspondence  on  this  subject  with  our  minister  at 
Paris,  Berlin,  St.  Petersburg,  Vienna,  and  Rome  wsus  not  given.  My 
impression  is,  from  the  tone  of  some  of  tlie  European  papers,  that  our 
government  was  quietly  snubbed  by  several,  if  not  by  all,  of  their  powers, 
and  that  that  wiis  all  it  gained  by  soliciting  the  advice  and  support  of 
£arope  rather  than  the  advice  of  the  American  people. 

If  the  Senate  or  House  would  call  for  the  whole  of  that  correspondence, 
and  any  other  with  a  foreign  power  involving  the  propriety  of  foreign 
intervention  in  American  (piestions,  light  might  be  thrown  on  the  extent 
to  which  we  have  been  drifting  from  the  spirit  and  true  meaning  of  the 
Monroe  Doctrine. 

To  Walker: 

February  8,  1X82. 

.  .  .  You  would  be  delighted  could  you  see  how  well  and 
bright  and  happy  your  father  is,  dressed  immaculately  in  one  of  his  new 
Baltimore  suits,  —  carefully  trimmed,  quoad  hair  and  beard,  and  in  the 

fall  exercise  of  a  mental  activity  which  makes cry  for  the  little  dog 

at  home,  to  know  whether  they  be  they.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me 
to  post  you  as  to  the  situation,  which  is  so  interesting,  that  I  am  half  the 
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time  breathless  with  excitement.  Still  I  oongrfttulate  jou  that  jou  are  not 
here.  Tour  position  would  be  embarrassing,  and  if  the  State  Department 
did  not  drop  you,  you  would  feel  obliged  to  drop  it.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  that  a  strong  feeling  is  growing  for  your  father'k  policy. 
It  appeals  to  the  American  sentiment,  and  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion have  done  the  P^resident  incalculable  harm  by  rushing  to  his  defence 
with  all  sorts  of  wild  assertions  .  .  .  which,  proved  to  be  true,  would 
condemn  Arthur  out  and  out.    ...    I  must  not  forget  to  chronicle  an 

adroit  little  trick  of  Mrs. ^*s.  We  were  all  at  a  lovely  party  at  her  house 

last  Wednesday  evening,  and  it  was  not  till  Saturday  that  I  discovered  that 
all  the  other  invitations,  save  ours,  read,  "  To  meet  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Frc- 
linghuysen.''  Accordingly  I  asked  your  father  if  he  would  go  to  the  B*s  to 
a  party  given  to  the  Fs.  *«  Most  decidedly  not,^'  he  said.  So  I  looked  up  our 
invitation  and  found,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  there  was  no  mention  of  the 
Frelinghuysens  in  our  notes.  Now  it  turns  out  that  all  the  other  invitations 
mentioned  the  Frelinghuysens.    ...    So  Monday  afternoon,  when  I  was 

making  my  party  call  on  Mrs. ,  I  asked  her  about  it.    Why,  the  Fre- 

linghuysen  name  was  so  long,  that  after  writing  out  a  good  many  invitatfons 
she  concluded  to  drop  it,  and  our  cards  came  among  the  abbreviated  ones ! 
I  assured  her  that  her  explanation  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  me,  but  I 
asked  as  a  special  favor'  that  she  make  the  same  explanation  to  Mrs. 
Frelinghuysen,  at  the  same  time  telling  her  that  our  cards  did  not  con- 
tain their  honored  name.  This  she  solemnly  promised  to  perform.  But 
she  looked  at  me  scrutinizingly  as  she  promised,  no  doubt  deciding 
whether  it  would  be  safe  to  remember  to  forget.  .  .  .  But  do  not 
worry  about  anything.  I  am  sure  time  will  vindicate  your  father,  and 
he  will  be  everywhere  recognized  as  a  minister  who  had  the  interests 
of  his  own  country  in  perpetual  remembrance.  Emmons  is  coming  this 
noon.  He  will  be  a  great  moral  resource  to  me.  ...  He  says  he  is 
going  to  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  his  destiny  so  to' do — 
as,  so  often  as  he  ends  the  negotiations,  blind  fate  reopens  them,  and  we 
know  that  what  is  writ  is  writ.  He  is  a  dear,  delightful  son.  Business 
tells  on  him,  and  he  begins  to  look  careworn  and  more  man  than  boy.  Of 
course  he  lost  no  time  in  tasting  the  sweets  of  Washington  Society. 


From  A.: 

1882. 

.  .  .  I  don't  think  Sec.  F.  has  the  least  hostile  wish  or  purpose 
against  Mr.  Blaine.  Nor  has  Arthur.  Both  wish  to  be  good  friends.  Mr. 
liiaine  walking,  met  the  President  driving,  and  said  the  President's  hat 
went  up  high.  •*  No  higher  than  yours,  I  hope?"  I  said  severely,  and  he 
said,  *•  No,  indeed."  I  don't  believe  A.  or  F.  to  this  day  know  exactly  what 
all  this  row  is  about,  but  there  is  somebody  behind  them  who  does  know, 
and  who  is  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  Blaine  does  not  lie  still  after  the 
vigorous  down-pushing  that  they  gave  him. 
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From  Walker: 

February  10,  1882. 

.  .  .  I  have  nothing  to  write  about  unless  I  go  into  a  full  explana- 
tion of  the  position  in  which  we  find  ourselves  here,  and  I  am  so  angry 
and  disgusted  that  I  don^t  like   to  write  about  it.     .     .     . 

To  M.: 

February  13,  1882. 

.  .  .  Since  I  wrote,  Emmons  has  come  and  gone,  and  we  miss  him 
fearfully,  as  he  fills  a  relation  to  his  parents  which  none  of  the  younger 
ones  touch.  ...  I  am  as  usual  writing  in  my  room,  which  has  now, 
as  I  have  often  told  you,  been  converted  into  a  sanctum  sacred  to 
Garfield,  and  here  your  father,  who  cannot  bear  to  be  alone,  though  he 
prohibits  talking,  is  devoting  himself  to  the  most  difficult  portion  of  his 
eulogy  —  the  long  sickness  witii  its  fatiil  termination.  For  the  second 
time  this  morning  I  see  him  taking  from  the  drawer  a  fresh  pocket- 
handkerchief  with  which  he  vainly  tries  to  hide  his  tears,  and  this  time, 
wholly  overcome,  he  has  beaten  a  retreat  to  the  blue  room.  Oh, 
M.,  there  indeed  is  a  Douglass  tender  and  true ;  but  if  the  writing  so 
moves  him,  how,  with  a  great  audience  before  him,  is  he  ever  to  control 
his  emotion  ?  Two  weeks  from  this  very  hour,  unless  the  unforeseen  pre- 
vents, he  will  be  in  the  thick  of  it.  Emmons  comes  back  to  hear  it.  It  will 
not  be  eloquent,  but  it  will  be  faithful.  .  .  .  Poor  father!  I  wish  he 
could  come  downstairs.     .     .     . 

February  18.  .  .  .  The  eulogy  is  going  to  be  good.  Carefully 
discriminating,  it  is  an  authoritative  utterance  of  the  ability  and  work  of 
Garfield,  which,  while  it  carefully  ignores  the  author,  shrinks  from  no 
issue  which  the  administration  of  Garfield  involved.  .  .  .  Speaking  of 
foreign  potentates  reminds  me  that  you  are  .not  to  give  yourself  the  slight- 
est anxiety  concerning  your  father's  position,  past  or  present.  Whoever 
has  explanations  or  back-downs  to  make,  it  is  certainty  not  he.  Serene  in 
the  consciousness  of  a  policy,  or  policies,  which  looked  out  for  tlie  interests 
of  America,  and  which  time  is  as  sure  to  justify  as  it  is  to  come,  he  may 
well  wait  undisturbed.  ...  I  can  imagine  your  amusement  at  the 
large  place  the  eulogy  occupies  in  my  letters  nowadays.  When  Q.  was 
snubbed  by  his  father  the  other  day,  he  exclaimed,  *'  Crushed  by  a  eulo- 
gist.'^ All  the  time  I  am  writing,  imagine  the  careful  criticism  of  language 
going  on  —  ••  the  true  prerogatives  of  his  high  office,"  reads  your  father. 
**  Is  that  any  better,"  says  C,  **than  the  true  prerogatives  of  the  presi- 
dency ?^  I  join  in  the  ensuing  debate,  and  by  and  by  we  lay  over  that  line 
for  to-morrow's  fresh  reading,  and  by  and  by  I  begin  to  listen  ag^in  — 
"  He  followed  with  quickening  steps." 

February  22.  .  .  .  This  important  document  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
Tom,  who  is  transcribing  it.  .  .  .  Nothing  can  equal  the  interest 
taken  in  the  day ;  the  ]ires8ure  for  seats  and  tickets  is  enoi*mous.  I  am 
quite  sure  you  will  be  satisfied.     C.  has  gone  over  and  over  it,  winnowing 


(TQt  ibn  i-hAiT.  prllioUfne  the  oonfiriKUnn  uii)  iBojpiagr-  and  _ 
ynur  fftUwr  hu  gt»».n  t->  It  ull  bu  bwl  »U«ntiffD.  »imI  ■  iwBfol  »d«<«if'  ^ 
faru,  fur  af  cuutm  ba  UiDmt  wMi  knowlMlg*  Hindwit  Iitr 
ubluurio*.     In  lb*  micUl  «(  all  tU«  (wllng.  fuuloaal  wid  pcnnail.  jtv 
r>ithori>  rtirtnrntiijt  tlw  lidoof  mliowwinictiooMd  tmima  »Uilejn«uiU«a»Mli»t 

rriun  the  «.ioiIni«inttii>ii.  iu  friBwU.  »nd  IM  iKr»r»l«pcrt.    .     -     .    *H« 

tho8t*lo  D^Mimenl  b  oomlng  aronnd  entirely  to  all  yoor  fathar'i  poBtk*, 
'Hw  wbo]*  bwk-dowu  hu  boon  a  ••  |ia]Mip>>b''  to  tokv  the  cndU  ini 
from  hltn.  oontkian  apparMtly.  iban  bring  hirwarU  ll»  •«ne  pollcj  0  > 
i>t)w  otsuun  by  Uil*  mlminUtnitian.  Thv  pUn.  h«  my».  Is  w  hntlj-  — ^V 
It  ]>  a  dotlbarnlB  purjxou.  now  psrilall.v  oxeculed.  K«»lly.  md  «•>* 
Utara  U  no  ohanso.  The}  rxp«-i  u>  ilupa  Uw  pw»plo  W  Wgb-«««B«« 
papeni,  bnl  I  ilmibl  tliulr  wi«i!i(9. 

To  Widk.T ; 

KUtKl-AKT  21 

.  .  .  Lart  iiicht  w  all  wntit  ta  Um  Art  Clnli's  rpcrptton  of  *J 
rim^>nui.  Yi'in- faiJirrpivo  tin;  welfuinloj  adrfraaa,  wbidi  wm  a  p«M 
fCem.  and  t,>i(uii  In  a  niHonpr  wlilch  madv  iri'ibl  eyen.  1  rnU  it  deppU  a- 
talf,  (nil  whon  Sir*.  Slorv  nlil  tti  me  lllal  obe  felt  llkv  utyins  whviMnrcrl 
llmght  nf  li,  1  kncir  hn  bail  playnl  rin  the  luini  "(  a  thottmnd  ctriagi. 
MM  ft  oniupWe  Miri>ri»i!  lo  iti«,  who  hiu!  tml  bnfnrv  hunnl  ntwi  wwd  rf 
Jfr.  rort^mn  look  ma  out  tn  Mipjmr.  aiid  In  •vary  way  lit  hia  pmwrW 
n«l  I"  111-  il-ll-lii       Wnlk^r.  vnii  ivonlJ  him-  Mt    (.ro.i.1  iin.r  trnd"!,  «" 
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your  own  good  sense,  and  ask  yourself  if  it  accords  with  your  father's  past, 
that  this  attack  does  him  anything  but  good. 

From  Mrs.  Garfield : 

Cleveland,  O.,  February  28,  1882. 

Mr.  Blaine's  advance  sheets  of  his  address  reached  us  yesterday  morning. 

Thronging  emotions  and  memories  made  my  heart  stand  still.  It  w:is 
tiie  anniversary  of  the  last  day  the  general  passed  in  our  Mentor  home. 
The  paper  I  held  in  my  hand  was  the  tribute  of  a  grand,  loving  friend  to 
his  memory.  In  one  short  year,  hopes,  ambitions,  aspirations  pure  and 
high,  and  almost  assured,  all  swept  away  —  nothing  left  but  tears  and 
loyal,  loving  words  to  tell  the  story.  I  have  tried  to  collect  my  thoughts 
and  my  gratitude  into  some  fit  expression  to  tell  Mr.  Blaine  how  satisfied  I 
am  with  all  he  has  said.  It  was  such  a  true,  unvarnished  tale  of  his  life. 
His  summing  up  of  the  Influences  —  those  coming  through  the  blood  of 
ancestoi*s,  and  those  of  circumstance  which  so  richly  dowered  and  so 
rounded  out  his  character  —  was  so  just;  and  the  fmal  tribute  to  his  work 
and  wortii  so  magnanimous.  My  dear  friend,  if  the  spirit  of  General 
Garfield  is  in  the  great  universe,  he  must  have  l)een  in  that  old  hall,  smiling 
upon  his  old  friend  a  grateful  recognition.  Pray  say  to  Mr.  Blaine  that  the 
dear  general's  mother  joins  me  in  most  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  iiini ; 
and  in  love  to  you  all  we  all  join. 

These  anniversary  days  are  full  of  heartbreaks.  One  year  ago  this  hour 
the  fateful  journey  to  Washington  had  begim  which  ended  at  Lake  View 
Cemetery.  IIow  vividly  the  last  hours  at  the  home  come  back  to  me.  After 
the  final  ])reparatious  for  departure  were  all  made,  and  the  last  friend  had 
driven  away,  came  the  aimless  wandering  through  the  vacant  rooms. 
By  accident  the  general  and  I  met  in  the  little  library,  where  he  had  sat 
through  the  long  campaign  and  tiie  busy  winter.  We  looked  through  tears 
into  each  other's  eyes,  ("hoking  them  back,  the  general  said,  **  Darling, 
shall  we  come  back  here  again  ?  "  I  remonjber  the  startled  feeling  it  gave 
me,  but  I  answered  out  of  njy  hope,  and  w(^  said  good-by  to  the  little 
room. 

Pardon  me  for  wandering  back  into  memories;  as  dear says,  '*I 

hare  lost  my  life,''  and  while  I  wait,  my  thoughts  will  go  back  lo  the  life 
that  was  with  me  once."     .     .     . 

What  of  M.?  Is  she  happy  and  contcnttMl  so  far  from  you  ?  With  your 
children  so  scattered,  your  heart  cannot  be  wholly  free  from  pain. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Beverley  Tucker: 

Washington,  February  28,  1882. 

•*  Once  upon  a  time  "  my  uncle,  John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke,  after  sitting 
for  houi*s,  listening  attentively,  and  as  he  always  did,  critically,  to  Littleton 
Waller  FazewelTs  greatest  eflort  at  the  bar,  rose  at  its  conclusion,  and 
^'asping  the  hand  of  his  great  contemporary  said,  with  his  peculiar,  shrill 
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voice,  **  Faiewell,  I  thought  I  had  heard  something  perfed  at  lait,  sir;  hot 
what  did  you  say  horizon  for?  ^  (instead  of  lioruBon). 

Had  the  great  orator  and  statesman  been  an  auditor  of  yours  yesterday, 
your  exquisite  address  would  liave  extorted  a  like  compliment,  without  the 
handiet^  of  even  so  trivial  a  criticism.    Can  /  say  more 

To  Alice,  at  Fort  Leavenworth : 

Washinoton,  March  1, 1882. 
Now  that  the  eulogy  is  over  and  all  the  books  sent  back  to  their  several 
libraries,  and  all  the  black-edged  paper  banished,  and  this  formerly 
heavily  freighted  table  cleared  up,  you  cannot  think  how  bare  and  emp^ 
the  room  seems.  All  the  world  may  come  into  it  now  and  find  nothing 
out  of  order,  and  I  miss  the  dear  figure  that  for  so  many  weekt  has  made 
it  his  studio.  He  is  downstairs,  however,  for  he  cannot  make  up  his  mind 
to  separate  himself  from  his  family,  and  I  have  this  moment  left  him  after 
a  whole  morning's  talk  with  Mr.  Elkins  and  Emmons  on  R.  R's  and  coal. 
Well,  Alice,  the  eulogy  has  been  made,  fine  and  tender  and  concise,  and  lias 
been  followed  by  an  almost  unbroken  stream  of  congratulation.  When  I 
say  that  I  could  ask  nothing  more  for  it,  both  as  to  audiencSt  rabject* 
matter,  time  and  place,  delivery  and  reception,  you  will  see  that  it  equalled 
the  unequalled  occasion,  for  probably  your  father  had  not  in  that  vast 
assembly  a  more  exacting  critic  than  myself.  He  has  had  the  most  de- 
lightful and  warm  assurances  from  his  friends  both  by  letters  and  word  of 
mouth.  The  former  I  shall  keep  for  a  special  scrap-book,  and  the  latter  I 
shall  cherish  in  my  heart  of  hearts.  .  .  .  From  the  first  word  1  knew 
that  your  father  had  the  ear  of  the  audience.  The  attention  was  profound, 
and  the  interest  untiring.   Probably  you  will  miss  notliing  to  compare  with 

it  while  away  from  us,  and  I  am  truly  sorry  that  only  Q.  and  Emmons,  of 
all  the  children,  licard  it. 

To  M.  : 

March  2,  1882. 

.  .  .  Our  matutinal  reunion  was  made  delightful  by  a  great  number 
of  congratulatory  letters.  A  very  feeling  one  from  Tncle  Iloman,  to  whom 
your  father  hat!  considerately  sent  an  advanced  copy  of  his  eulogy,  which 
he  read,  he  said,  to  the  neighboi*s  and  friends,  at  the  same  hour  that  it  was 
delivered  to  the  larger  and  more  distinguished,  but  not  more  sympathetic 
and  appreciative  and  nfleetionate  audience.  One  from  Mrs.  (iartield  which 
I  shall  hereafter  send  you,  a  truly  beautiful  lettt;r,  pathetic  in  its  perfect 
simplicity.  ...  I  hope  you  will  not  tire  of  this  theme,  for  really  your 
father  made  a  great  vault.  Now  I  hope  to  have  your  approval,  for  the 
orator  has  a  high  opinion  of  M.'s  perception.  ...  1  do  not  think  we 
are  on  good  tei*ms  with  the  President,  though  all  the  onus  of  the  unpleas- 
antness, if  such  there  be,  rests  on  him.  I  saw  him  at  the  Corcoran  recep- 
tion, but  he  was  embarrassed.  Your  father  did  not  even  know  he  was 
there. 
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From  Walker : 

U.S.  Consulate,  Valparaiso,  March  4,  1882. 

.  .  .  I  have  received  all  the  papers  from  New  York  containing  tlie 
fall  publications  of  the  instructions  and  Mr.  Trescott's  confidential  telegram. 
To  our  request  sent  a  week  ago  asking  for  immediate  instmctions,  we 
yesterday  received  a  reply,  stating  that  the  President  desired  for  tlie 
present  that  Mr.  Trescott  and  I  should  remain  here  to  repoit  upon  the  situ- 
ation and  urge  his  views.  The  only  views  we  have  to  urge  are  G. 
Washington's  final  address.  ...  I  cannot  tell  you  how  sick  at  heart 
and  how  disgusted  I  am.  We  have  made  ourselves  absolutely  contempti- 
ble. Nothing  more  humiliating  than  our  attitude  can  be  conceived,  and  I 
cannot  but  think  that  in  the  end  the  policy  now  adopted  must  be  con- 
demned. I  hope  father  will  let  it  go  just  as  it  will.  His  interview  has 
been  republished  here  in  every  paper,  and  the  things  that  are  said  in  the 
press  are  a  little  hard  to  me ;  but  I  can  stand  that.  What  I  can't  stand  is  to 
represent  the  government  of  the  United  States  which  has  published  to  the 
world  the  confidential  communications  of  its  minister  and  thus  put  an  end 
forever  to  diplomacy.  There  is  one  thing  further,  of  which  you  must 
judge  better  than  I.  I  shall  stay  down  here  until  they  order  me  home, 
doing  the  work  that  there  is  and  holding  my  peace ;  but  when  I  get  back  it 
may  very  well  happen  that  it  will  be  quite  impossible  for  me  to  remain  in 
the  department.  ...  1  also  think  that  they  might  make  meM.  ('. 
from  Maine,  but  I  don't  suppose  they  will  so  regard  it,  and  in  fact  I  shall  be 
in  such  a  meek  and  lowly  fnime  of  mind  that  I  shall  be  content  to  break 
stone  on  the  highway.  .  .  .  Balmaceda  gave  me  a  long  talk  this  morn- 
ing. .  .  .  This  action  of  the  administration,  which  has  been  published 
and  taken,  as  it  seems  to  me,  simply  to  bn^ak  down  father  at  home,  has 
disgraced  (I  fear  irremediably)  the  government  of  the  United  States 
abroiul.  It  has  made  mo  sick  at  heart  and  ashamed,  and  I  want  to  ^ret  awav. 
But  I  tliink  we  might  as  well  throw  away  sojibbards.  ...  I  hopo  father 
will  hold  no  more  interviews.  Wait  until  the  whole  matter  comes  out,  if 
you  wait  a  year. 

March  18.  .  .  .  To-morrow  I  go  to  Vina  del  Mar  to  call  upon  Bal- 
maceda. I  ought  to  be  in  Lima  during  the  first  week  in  April,  and  am  in 
hopes  that  the  last  of  May  will  see  me  restored  to  my  bereaved  family. 
.  .  .  <  )f  wmi-se  I  am  wild  to  get  home,  crazy  for  a  talk  with  you  all. 
I  see  that  the  attack  on  fatlier  is  bitter  and  violent,  but  he  has  beaten  them 
masterfully  at  every  point.  The  letter  was  superb  (the  one  to  Arthur  on 
the  Peace  Congress),  but  why  somebody  doesn't  take  up  that  clause  in  Fre- 
linghuysen's  desjiatch  in  which  he  says  that  to  have  a  foreign  policy  implies 
an  army  and  navy,  and  that  is  to  tax  our  people  for  the  benefit  of 
foreigners,  I  know  not. 

To  M. : 

March  24,  1882. 
.     .     .     Your  father  talking  in  the  far  corner  of  the  dining-room  in  the 
window,  with  Mr.  Parsons,  on  business  plans.     .     .     .     Here  enters  Fagiu 
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wMi  iIm  iDornlDg  ■•  Tribune,"  unl  Mr.  Caraoiw  at  ono*  Iotb  aD  lk««« 

Itflof  hialUtenvr.    I  hav«bo«n  anawwringnoiek,  oat  inMrt.  .«luta  1 

lnrlt«d  joor  fsihin'  U>  iline  hcmomtw  wtUi  two  obanuing  latitst  who  «iA 
to  Buwl  Mr.  BlatM.  Alu.  I  lud  powniplory  ordanl  front  beadifiMrun  i* 
<l(«lln«.  which  I  havadmu)  in  bnaayed  aoiMirtB,  vory  dlffereniftntBtlnvin 

nhld)  Ihi-  liun  r>?fu*«d  to  b«  bnrml ;  mhI  nna  lo  .  wba  ha*  aAvd  w  l> 

ilinri«r  Vt  ni^H  Tltnri.  too,  I  IiavvMni  dlplumatlc  r«grtU,  vbdi 

khould  rtwd  in  pl.iln  Knglhih,  •'  1  dimt  wani  to  hnvf  anttfaing  to  ib  «tt- 
ihul  iTttng"  I  hope  jmu  will  reail  ntiil  dlgt^t  llip  IntL-rrltw  of  Av 

jialcr  jMlerdnj.     We   ntl  J«precalo  tJw   tux-rtwh)-  of  .•nminp  Iwiim  iht 
public.  iHit  (I  I*  a  ipinatifiniif  aflt-prvMrVBtixn. 

.  Wslkt-r  hu  left  for  Riilirin.  Yn,  Avmr,  lb>>  ailmliiiitniiaB  n^ 
hcipv  (ixniLffoiU  Mr.  llUiiin.  Iml  i»-day,  m-IiIi  all  ihrir  affirlol  potrar,  >•• 
$inilhpi'»  i>a(W(  •«¥■,  wlwnfvcr  Mr   tlUtni-  pifwo.  (h^  dadcc! 

Fr..m  Wiilk^r- 

Lima.  April  9.  im. 

...  1  Tvul  in  th«  |iapcr  yttMerday  llMt  new  inurtKiioiia  had  ban 
Inrwnnhnl  to  .Mr  Tr<i«<i>it  In  orlitch  the  Pniml  StBUw  i-nnvrnt  in  icrriioriil 
cimIbii  ;  liiit  WD  hnvii  nx'pi<rr(l  nolbinj.  Wo  Iinvc.  Iiuwrrvr.  bewmf  W- 
vuMoiumI  1<>  neeltij;  InfilnKliuna  pabli«bpd  bnfotw  wv  nco)T«d  UMn,  mA 
art>  UierafoiT  wit  mw-b  «urpri>eil.  t  catinot  lell  you  bow  dbguMed,  mMfr 
llml.  and  liuni!UBU>4  I  l«t>l  bf  tiie  action  of  oiir  gor*rnn)«ni  In  WmMoffm.- 
\l  Ik  diagTBoiifiil  In  <Hir  ruition  that  men  aliould  b«  irmted  with  great 
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April  20.  Emmons  left  for  Chicago,  witli  reluctance,  Monday  morn- 
ing. Each  visit  home  only  seems  to  tighten  tlie  tie  that  binds  this 
beloved  son  to  his  mother.  .  .  .  The  chief  of  his  clan  is  more  and 
more  devoting  himself  to  business,  till  it  is  really  assuring  to  note  how 
little  he  cams  for  the  Senate,  the  Cabinet,  or  any  other  elevation.  I  am 
delighted,  because  I  have  always  regarded  the  hanging  on  to  place  :is 
one  of  the  melancholy  inevitables  of  political  life ;  so  if  now  in  the  very 
zenitli  of  his  reputation  your  fatlier  can  seek  other  skies  in  which  to  shine, 
is  it  not  wiser  for  liim,  and  better  for  us  all  ?  .  .  .  lie  has  been  able 
through  it  [a  ("ongi^essional  (\)mmittee  of  investigation],  in  the  most  not- 
able manner  to  get  his  8.  A.  policy  before  the  world,  and  at  last  I  believe 
it  will  be  known  and  road  of  all  men.  You  caimot  imagine  how  grand 
he  seems  to  me,  —  perfectly  simple  and  natural,  sleeping  well  and  eating, 
and  without  one  pailicle  of  pettiness  or  vanity  in  his  whole  com|)osition. 

From  G. : 

Obsei've  that  it  is  not  Mr.  Blaine  who  is  running  around  trying  to  settle 
matters.  Mr.  Blaine  is  this  minute  sitting  at  his  desk  writing  a  letter  to 
the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  protesting  against  their  stopping  the  in- 
vestigation here,  when  they  had  Shiphard  up  for  weeks  when  there  was 
any  slander  to  be  uttered  against  the  State  Department,  but  now  that  a 
great  policy  is  concerned,  they  stop  it  in  three  days. 

Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Wm.  Pinknev  AVhyte: 

Baltimore,  April  24,  1882. 

.  .  .  I  enjoyed  this  P.M.  reading  your  evidence,  or  such  scraps  as  the 
evening  paper  gave,  and  saw  that  you  had  not  lost  a  tittle  of  your  snap  and 
vitality. 

C)f  course,  old  Mulberry  Shiphaixl's  story  only  amused  thoughtful  people. 


'I\.  M. : 

Wasiiisctox,  May  1,  1892. 

.  .  .  I  hope  you  will  feel  no  less  indignant  than  Kmmuns  when 
you  are  in  full  possession  of  the  reports  of  the  examinations;  but  do 
not  you  regi'et  them  ?  There  was  nothing  our  beloved  wanted  so  nuich 
as  to  get  his  S.  A.  policy  before  the  world,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  is  certainly 
now  where  ever}'  one  can  read  it.  Moreover,  all  the  diplomats  evidently 
regard  the  late  Secretary  of  State  :us  the  one  formidable  American,  and  the 
attention  I  receive  when  I  go  anywhere  is  very  noticeable.  In  Europe,  of 
course,  your  father^s  policy,  which  is  decidedly  American,  you  will  see  very 
much  criticise<l,  and  you  nuist  reniembor  that  this  is  really  greatly  to  his 
credit.  A  policy  which  European  countries  would  applaud  could  not  be 
very  American. 

May  8.  .  .  .  Your  father  returned  from  ^ew  York  Saturday  after- 
noon.    He  telegraphed  me  to  meet  him  at  the  station,  ami  from  there  we 
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(IrovB  W  tfa»  n«w  boUH,  wbMV  wa  fowiil  arerjihing  pragnsMo^  bm» 
blj>;  Hum  lu  tli«  Broadhaad  bovM,  wbtr*  wa*  n  keUliMtnim.  iha  houH 
i»lil,  anil  1  ooald  not  g«t  "  th*  Muvod"  noon  enougti  «w>t.  Bj4bt«f 
|iBrJng  «U  tlui  ronau  to  oonvfnoe  no  how  tiap«ri(ir  my  owa  w«r«,  he  tnu- 
a)^  totakp  exordMttnnagta  tn  kMpbimmlf  warm.     .     .     . 

Mr.  E.  tin*  b«en  tn  tuid  *tay«d  «n  boiir  nilh  in«,  »m\  bv  aixl  I  *gn«  OU' 
nlUiou^i  Mr.  BUintr  prrrfoMn*  hlnwelf  wearied  with  Uir  bollawn'm  o(  Nnr 
Ynrk  lUHMiiiy,  hi?  ilisjtofta  hiniiwlf  pretty  activply  In  Ihe  hullow.  Bnt  doti' 
iieil  the  pabtlshar  |in.>mlM-  haodanmiily  ? 

.  .  .  The  Maine  Kopubllnns  are  oirvalalliigm  peUtKMi  to  yMirfUlir 
to  iriinwinl  lilP  SUt«  aa  Cnngnwtnnnn  at  Large.  Nothing  w^uld  a)  j4 
Udm  Un  to  go  back  to  pttblio  life.  To  put  the  enwrgy  and  tjoio  tat 
MBpar  iniD  the  Ilonae  which  it  would  raquira  tn  aocure  and  hold  !U  ccf 
tral,  hn  told  nw  tblii  mortilnjf  would  low  h)ra  a  million  dollar*,  which  Oi 
wme  affbrt  otherwlM  appllod  wniiM  make  tor  him.  "  Oh.  moUter,  matbir 
Rtaine!  "  h'  i^d,  "  I  have  «■  muirh  tn  do.  I  know  not  whirJi  way  lo  tnra.* 
— ■■(Jood!"a«id  I.  —  ■*  Ym."  "aid  he.  "  l«n1  it  iwrfwilj  (.plcDiltd?" 

Pmm  O.I 

WaRinKDTON.  .May  9,  1*S!. 
.    .     ,    Soitdaj  wo  thiw  not  the  prasideiU  cm  ilio  «lroeC  wallcing.    yoBt- 
nf  lu  law  liini  III)  he  had  OMrly  [uM-^d  lu.     Then  w«  tiowod  and 
and  Mr.  Blaine  coming  nul  of  liU  lirowii  ctuJy  w«nt  up  to  him  aa  ■«» 
mhI  oordU  ■■  MHilrf  ba,  and  bo  had  to  wmp  and  tum  baek,  and  I  wHI 
l.im  Iluviii-ti.N.  I,,  ^fiy  lit-  "n<  riii1.:ii-t-:i«..i1,  :iiu1  Mr    nirilne  n.h'i^eA  film 
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'  June  4.  .  .  .  Your  father  conies  forward  *'  to  my  sincerest  and 
best  critic/*  —  yes,  I  say,  the  best  left,  '*the  best  always,  you  are 
much  more  difficult  to  satisfy  than  A."  —  with  his  letter  declining  to  run  as 
Congressman  at  Large,  to  his  petitioners  in  Maine,  and  I  listen  and 
approve  heartily,  but  object  to  his  '*  hence,"  which  I  consider  an 
earmark ;  at  which  he  laughs  and  says,  *'  As  I  am  putting  my  name  to  it 
in  full —  they  will  not  have  to  look  for  the  earmark,  eh,  Tom?"  .  .  . 
And  Mr.  Trescott,  in  a  suit  of  light  gray,  which  he  says  he  has  worn  all 
through  Peru  and  Chile,  but  which  is  as  fresh  as  though  it  had  just  seen 
the  light,  comes  in  to  turn  over  the  ever-vexed  question  of  South  American 
affairs,  and  Walker,  who  has  been  telephoned  for  from  the  State  Depai-t- 
ment  to  see  Mr.  Elkins,  comes  rubbing  his  hands  with  delight,  saying,  '*  The 
whole  round  trip  through  Peru,  Chile,  and  Bolivia  did  not  afford  me  as 
much  pleasure  as  I  have  had  to-day.^'  ...  He  is  looking  very  well, 
and  I  am  lost  in  wonder,  love,  and  praise  at  having  such  a  boy.  For  he 
has  the  whole  South  American  business  in  his  head,  and  he  is  a  most 
devoted  brother  to  T.,  and  to  his  father  an  anxious  and  attentive  son,  and 
to  you,  M.,  all  that  even  your  exacting  heart  can  ask.  Your  father  came 
last  night,  and  only  when  Walker  opened  the  door  to  him  did  he  know  that 
he  was  here. 

June  12.  .  .  .  Your  father  making  his  breakfast  this  hot,  hot 
morning  off  baked  beans;  and  Walker,  in  that  summer  suit  of  those 
summers  gone,  explaining  the  coft'oe  and  the  coffee-making  of  South 
America.  .  .  .  Here  comes  your  dear  Walker  announcing,  with  thnt 
irresistible  lisp  of  his,  **This  is  my  last  linal  appearance."  He  means 
that  he  is  now  going  to  tear  himself  away  from  his  family  for  the  Stat<» 
Department.  He  has  in  his  hand  his  summer  hat,  and  under  his  arm  an 
immense  envelope  of  despatches.     .     .     .     The  last  Clayton-Bulwer  paper 

is   Mr.    's,  and   he  is  very  proud   of  it,  while  your  father  thinks  it 

an  utterly  untenable  ground  which  he  has  taken.  ...  I  doubt  if  1 
have  given  the  technical  language,  but  I  would  give  more  for  what  lii»s 
within  the  frosty  brow  of  my  John  Anderson  tfian  for  all  the  brains  of 
all  the 's. 

June  19.  .  .  .  Walkiir  is  awfully  interesting  —  and  of  Knnnons  loo 
much  cannot  be  said,  but  I  spare  you  the  impossible. 

Augusta,  June  29.  ...  I  am  at  home  —  and  so  busy,  —  for  your 
fatlier  came  with  me  to  New  York  only,  and  he  has  promised  to  slay  away 
till  Monday,  so  that  these  intervening  days  are  all  that  1  shall  have  for 
prepanng  for  the  summer,  now  almost  a  month  old. 

Emmons  met  us  2it  Boston,  and  with  prompt  energy  hurried  us  across 
the  city,  possessed  himself  of  my  twoscore  of  checks,  and  before  1  knew 
it,  I  was  on  board  the  train.  .  .  .  The  solemn  stillness  which  all  the 
air  holds  suggests  forcibly  the  loneliness  you  nmst  have  felt  last  summer 
when  you  came  home.  ...  1  miss  the  good  society  of  my  Blaine 
men  —  and  then  to-day  has  been  so  suggestive  of  a  year  ago ;  when  Q. 
came  home  at  a  quarter  past  twelve  and  said  that  Guiteau  would  he 
hung  in  Hfteen  minutes  it  seeuied  to  me  there  was  a  visible  hush  through 
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«I1  nNture,  and  by  »nA  by  Uw  oM  Utephooa  •oundod,  Kvd  this  wn  wd 
Into  ray  wniUiig  «ar,  —  "  Ih  wu  bong  at  twalTe  tfaLrty-fire;  be  lUid  w  ) 
■UinUf .  Iii«  nack  wm  brokoB."  Ever;  oervMit  Moppwd  his  trork  to  nj.  I 
"riusUul  lic'i  gone  1 '  uil  oven  Mr.  Homsii  i-uuld  Almnst  deun  to  pie  «p  * 
hb  iuit]><:a|iitaJ  paniahntanl  prindpla  in  fnviir  al  GuUeau-  Ob,  IF  hemtf 
ocHild  brnv*  Jied  one  llula  y«V  evller.  (be  ilinvrvocx:  ut  mt '.  Yogr  btb« 
tail)  til*  iitlier  day,  u  hp  dmrn  by  Ilia  Staia  De|iKrtiu«iU.  *■  Uera  I  Inllf 
■  espwiMi  to  ralM  my  EbeUKutr  for  ej][bl  rsart-"  Itut  yoti  miut  M 
ItnagiiM  that  hn  tulTvn  from  ana  rajrM  for  |>ub)(o  lite :  quite  tbi-  i-uDlni;. 
j'UU  cuulll  nut  at  ptL-4«iit  ilrive  liim  Utcli.  Tbe  lt>r«  will  revlir.  I  doutl 
not.  bat  non  hn  i>  U'liiiil  In  tr>-  oUiar  paUu. 

FruD)  Mr.  Hliuiir-,  In  Walker: 

Home.  SuniUj- 

Ilia  Cnuwetl  ofTar  look*  tMnpliog,  but  Ii  la  «  neeiUeK  jai.-riG«  ki 
dItfnuichUe  cmO  mU.  nnd  giv»  up  Uie  honors  of  pnlttic  Iif«;  — ^rm  il 
juiir  ■inlillion  ■huuJd  not  lead  (lint  nray,  ami  •'run  IT  opportunttjr  ^hontd  a* 
oflfT,  Il  i«  still  a  graUHcatlon  lo  bi>  glftod  with  the  rigbt  aa^l  power.  Fv 
thai  rouuii  I  incttne  to  Cbfeagn. 

FV.ni  Walker: 

JintK  30,  t88e. 
Eoclosvdfuii  will  find  a  lelturwi  [hot  yna  will  M!«  ihst  I  nxa  oat  of  aU 

and  a  |iriv.il.'  Htl/.-n      Of  ifiiir*i>  nno  diMn'l  s'l^'w  op  a  jilaw  ■=■•  .iLireiM* 
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ever  since  I  have  been  there  been  most  kind  to  roe.  .  .  .  Should  [ 
take  any  i»laoe  —  even  that  one  —  for  and  by  myself,  would  there  ever  be 
any  force  in  that  against  you ;  could  it  ever  possibly  embarrass  you  ?  If  it 
could  they  would  use  it,  you  know  that  well  enough.  My  own  cool  view 
is  that  you  should  sUnd  aloof  every  way  from  this  administration,  saying 
notliing  and  leaving  the  people  to  judge.  Now,  pniy  don't  let  anything 
like  this  little  matter  in  any  way  affect  you.  I  would  rather  scrub  for  my 
living  or  live  on  my  parents  than  do  that. 

July  7,  1882.  Oesswell  was  appointed  counsel  to-day.  Mr.  F.  men- 
tioned Oesswell  as  wishing  it,'  which  to  me  was  very  pleasing. 

From  Mr.  Blaine,  to  M. : 

Au(;lsta,  Me.,  July  22,  1882. 

I  am  anxious  to  have  you  take  the  tour  of  Scotland  with  the  Kollinses. 
When  you  get  back  to  Liverpool  you  must  rely  on  the  aid  of  Consul  Pack- 
ard to  get  you  back  to  Paris.  I  will  write  him  and  see  that  agreeable  ar- 
rangements are  made  to  ensure  your  getting  b:u*k  at  the  right  time  and  not 
too  soon.  We  are  glad  that  you  are  so  greatly  enjoying  your  trip.  We 
are  very  cjuiet  at  home.  Knimons  is  with  us ;  has  just  started  on  a  yachting 
tour  to  the  York  County  coiist  with  the  Richards.  Jackey  is  in  Washington, 
where  he  has  just  been  appointed  assistant  U.S.  C*ounsel  before  the  Court 
of  Alabama  war  claims. 

T  hope  after  your  return  from  Scotland  you  may  have  some  gooil  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  Ireland.  By  all  means  you  must  see  Wales  —  especially 
South  Wales  and  Cornwall.  The  most  oliarminor  views  in  the  United 
Kingdom  are  there.  When  you  visit  Burns'  birthplace  —  as  you  will  —  be 
sure  to  sail  from  Ayr  to  (ilasgow  by  the  Firth  of  Clyde.  Don't  go  both 
ways  by  rail.  It  is  sjilendid.  See  all  you  can.  Enjoy  all  you  can. 
Leani  all  you  can. 

With  love  as  deep  as  the  ocean  that  divides  us. 

Mother  and  1  send  much  love  to  the  Kollinses.  Are  d  fils  vt  fiUcs-^ 
or  Phil. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Walker : 

Washington,  Julv  23,  1882. 

.  .  .  1st.  The  resolution  directing  that  the  investigation  should  be 
closed  was  intro<luced  on  Friday  last  by  Mr.  Rice  and  adopted  unanimously 
by  the  committee.  Its  object  was  to  end  the  investigation.  ...  I 
dont  think  you  realize  how  dead  this  whole  investigation  is.  iuid  how  sick 
and  tired  of  it  everybody  is.  It  has  had  its  day  and  is  really  a  coq)se. 
.  .  .  So  far  as  matter  of  policy  is  concerned,  that  this  committee  will 
not  touch.  On  that  you  must  take  a  popular  verdict,  and  I  am  sure  that 
the  country  will  sustain  you.     So  far  as  this  investigation  concenis  your 

*  Walker's  appointment  as  Assistant  Counsel  on  the  Geneva  Award  Distribution,  which 
wma  made  the  next  month. 
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honor,  jou  m«)  tw  aurc  iW  (be  ntport  will  *>  y«ia  full  jurtico.  .  . 
NmI  wank  yon  will  hav*  ■  r»|K>n;  (br  mwk  «npr.  tb*  pnbUc  will  bt(i* 
Uis  wbolB  rnnUer.  Ne«  j-aM-jrini  wHI  g«t.  «o  fkr  n*  polk?  U 
nioM  ainplo  J  ii  Mi  Heal  ion. 

Jaljr  a.'i.  ...  I  Rill  ipMitl]-  •IcIiKlilMl  M  tlio  anaabaaai 
tiin  inHMitltted.  Wlist  I  fmuml  was  ihNt  ike  stalctntuit  might  fac 
by  Km  rata  ofUir  Kopubllowi  miunhi^r*.  tlte  l>iiini>cn>U  aa  ihr  iviminitat 
oppotlofr-  ...  I  Liilled  yMt«nlay  inorain^  upno  IImtIob.  tiw  rre^dai 
nt  <linUuTiial».  He  U  nirj  anxlnu*  tu  mv  yuu.  saylrtg  many  tnuai  IkBiint 
ililii|[i,  unuujt  uthnrB  UuU  bn  bMl  y»>ir  iiltrturn  in  hia  bmiM  in  r.uBtcniill. 
I  tiild  bim  thar  ym  bad  rMliml  fmm  jmblir  1if«<.  liul  wiiuM  in:  oumi  h^ 
to  laill  upon  blm  abonlil  you  im  lu  Near  York,  wbnni  lie  haa  gona. 

To  Mr.  HlMW,  rrom  Hon.  W.  W.  Riw: 

WaoiiiMUTtiM.  July  90.  INS- 
I  haffl  not  folt  like  wriUn^ijiiuiiitlil  lay  wurk  In  the  inrwd^oo  when 
jtm  ham  Imm-h  mi  [iroitiliinnt  waa  vntlod.  I  WAnt  ti»  «»>-  to  yoo  nnw  ttai. 
in  my  jtuJipuRnt,  thn  more  Uiey  inveMij^alu  yi»ur  actkiii  aa  u>  I'hile  tii^ 
I\im,  Iho  tNTllur  you  will  ntsuvl  wJlii  the  pitnple  of  tlt«  cuuDln'.  I  hw'^ 
kanifltl  moru  tluui  I  wvcr  koi-w  b>ffor«  nt  tb«  utter  iiiirolinbtlitir  nf  ntwv 
|iapf>ni.     Bui  Irutli  R<iii»'limr>^  (iniviiil*.  iliiiipitu  tlioiu. 

I  «lo  nni  kiuiw  whetber  ikt  rapurt  will  1m  modified  »ay  by  tfao  (nil  am- 
niittet.  hut  aa  It  Inavwi  niir  liniKlt  it  U  a  i|uirt   Irut  absnlntv   vindtmiim  ^ 
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XVII. 

YEARS    FROM    1882   TO    1H88. 

A  F'TER  the  summer  rest  and  the  fall  elections,  which 
-^^^  brought  victory  to  Maine,  but  great  overthrow  to  some 
other  Republican  Stiites,  Mr.  Blaine  devoted  his  time  to  writ- 
ing. Over  all  the  ruin  of  his  juitriotic  i)lans  and  his  personal 
expectiitions,  he  uttered  no  word  of  Liment  or  regret,  but  went 
forward  to  the  next  practicable  thing.  He  tried  to  think  that 
nioney-nuiking  would  gmtify  and  satisfy  him.  He  liked  to  exer- 
cise the  foresight  and  devise  the  combinations  which  make  great 
fortunes,  but  he  had  not  iwitience  to  watch  the  issue.  Ikisiness 
opportunities  were  pressed  upon  him  from  coal  mines  and  iron 
mines  in. Pennsylvania,  from  silver  mines  in  Colorado  and  Nevada, 
from  lecture-fields  promising  more  than  gold  or  silver,  from  rail- 
roads, and  from  newspaper  offices  ;  but  literature,  to  which  he 
had  often  looked  forward  as  the  resounje  of  his  later  and  leisure 
years,  proved  to  l>e  the  only  occupation  which  could  engage  his 
permanent  attention.  Ever  after  tracing  Caesar's  journeys  and 
surveying  his  battle-fields  in  Europe,  he  had  confessed  historic 
doubts  I'egarding  the  Ca^sarean  record.  Though  geneniUy  re- 
ferred to  in  jest,  he  hoped  one  day  to  set  forth  these  doubts  in 
earnest.  The  war  of  1812  he  considered  of  more  importiince  than 
had  generally  been  attributed  to  it.  lie  thought  that  its  con- 
sequences had  never  lx3en  measured,  or  its  motive  an<l  end  fully 
comprehended  by  the  American  peojile ;  and  he  cherished  it  as 
one  of  the  studies  of  that  care-free  old  age  which  he  promised 
himself,  —  which,  at  least,  he  liked  to  talk  about;  but  when  at 
length  he  settled  upon  liLs  theme,  it  was  the  twenty  years  of 
Congress,  from  Lincoln  to  Garfield. 

Meanwhile  the  new  house  which  he  had  begun  in  the  spring 
of  1881  was  completed.  Its  supervision  had  been  a  relaxation 
and  diversion  during  the  heavy  days  of  President  Garfield's 
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illnaM.    It  IihH  been  t^ttiiMl  for  tbi'  Sei^raUrj-  it(  Sui«.  uiii  «m 
Uh]  large  iiikI   Urn  cgtilly  of  nuunteiuuicv    for  llie  jmvkUinti- 
ten.     Mr.  BUiite  fumiAheil  it  Hiid  livml  in  it  ihrougli  tbciniitn 
iif   1882-8,  greatly  oiijw>-iog  lite  work  it(  his  hiuitl&.  the  wAi 
iiutlmik,  Utr  niT^tnieM  lo  wood*  anil  muiitry  WMlks.     Even  dit, 
often  Iwti  <ir  tlinn-  tUuM  a  iliir.  Iir  i)«-liglttc4l   Ut  KtniU  over  tbt 
hills  of   Kiilonttnit,  utiO   lii  the  Hiiiiny  wiul4!r  w^atlter,  Rlirvnl 
fnim  lii-vivy  rt»i{>uiiiul)ility,  full  ol  tlin  joy  of  life  nncl  luvc  ul 
ocmguninl  work,  hia  riili  tniaginnliuti,  slirniilntoil  hy  riMivm^- 
tion  o(  the  pmt,  lotikod  iiil"  thu  fnture  far  an  human  eye  amU 
nvi*.  nii<l  niAtle'  th(-  <'npitiil  city,  aliviuly  biiutitiftti  for  intiuiliun, 
tiMi    joy     i)f    Llifl   wliatti   cartli.      With  «    frvo    haml     he    w<^ 
Ntretrh  ilJ*  jmrks  niiMtng  tlif  M-uodn.  it»  HveiiueM  aloiiK  tlw  nva, 
n«r  ilK  Hn'lal«i!tiiral  (^li'rieH,  mid  (^wrrHT  it«  int«^llucttiul  wmltb" 
Th«  aht  Men  fif   f(rnn'hii};  n  ^n'lit    university  in   Wiu>1iingiaB 
hwl  b«M!ii  xtiv  "f  luH  >]nuuiui  itf  t]io  |>rvsitlen«:y>      Whf'n  tht-  iieV 
lilimry  liuililinfr  vrsa  dpcidcd  oh.  )ii-  wiitc-hed  it  ah  one  stoM 
WHS   laiil    ii[H<n   lUniUu-r,  L'losvly  an  lit>  itnil    wiitcliL-d    the  gning 
ii]>  of  IiIh  null  linuHf,  and  fniiml  nothing  tiH>   iKtnntifiii  c 
vmlly  for  ilio  tulornment  of  the  cilv,  wliich  reprosentu  tlie  loj- 
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porter.  What  did  you  promise  him  ?  '  —  'A  levy,'  said  Blaine  ; 
so  I  carried  the  carpet-sack  and  he  gave  me  the  levy."  In  the 
course  of  the  visit  Mr.  Montgomery  said  seriously,  "  Mr. 
Blaine,  a  good  many  years  ago  something  happened  l>etween 
you  and  Mr.  Hartley  that  has  left  a  sting ;  but  I  have  brought 
him  up  here  to  see  if,  after  mutual  explanations  were  made,  you 
could  not  be  friends  again."  Mr.  Blaine  smiled,  put  up  his 
finger,  and  said,  "  I  know  what  you  refer  to.  You  think  I  ought 
to  have  given  Bill  a  quarter  for  carrying  down  my  carpet-sack 
to  the  stage  office,  instead  of  a  levy ;  but  a  levy  then  was  as 
much  as  a  quarter  is  now,  and  he  was  well  paid !  " 

Referring  to  this  again  in  1885  when  Mr.  Blaine  was  writing 
his  first  volume,  as  an  instance  of  ready  memory,  convenient  if 
not  necessary  in  historical  writing,  Mr.  Blaine  said  to  Mr. 
Montgomery,  "  I  seldom  talk  of  myself,  but  I  will  tell  you  what 
happened  just  a  little  while  ago.  Rol)ert  C.  Winthrop  was  here 
to  be  present  at  the  dedicating  services  of  the  Washington  monu- 
ment. He  was  speaker  of  the  House  when  the  cornerstone 
was  laid,  and  took  jmrt  in  the  ceremony.  I  invited  Hannilml 
Hamlin  and  Mr.  Winthrop  to  come  to  my  home  to  luncheon. 
At  luncheon  the  question  came  up,  who  in  that  Congress  49-51 
were  the  Senators  from  the  Stiites  ?  I  repeated  the  names  of 
every  one  without  mistake." 

Delighting  in  his  work,  he  was  so  engaged  and  joyous,  so  in- 
tellectually radiant  and  stimulating,  that  he  wjis  delightful  to 
work  with,  well-afiFectione<l  toward  the  most  radical  criticism, 
and  alwaj-s  buoyed  up,  even  in  hours  of  occasional  lassitude,  by 
the  constant  if  underlying  consciousness  that  his  lK)ok  would 
aid  in  the  better  understtinding  of  popular  government. 

His  first  volume  was  finished,  published,  and  launched  upon 
the  world,  meeting  an  instant  success  lK)tli  popular  and  liter- 
ary. The  man  who  does,  outranks  the  man  who  writes  about 
what  is  done;  —  "not  because  written  speech  is  less  of  a  force, 
but  because  the  speculation  and  criticism  of  the  litemture 
that  substantially  influences  the  world  make  far  less  demand 
than  the  actual  conduct  of  great  affairs  on  qualities  which 
are  not  rare  in  detail,  but  are  amazingly  rare  in  combina- 
tion, —  on  temper,  foresight,  solidity,  daring ;  on  strength, 
strength    of    intelligence    and    strength    of    chai-acter."      Mr. 
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BUino  mft  lioth  drniiiiKU.  \\v  hwl  i.t»n<liicted  ^mt  aSun. 
aud  h«  now  [iIiii-(h1  thi^ni  in  tilenttun!,  Hmuiging  and  duniwng 
eixiiinmit'Hl.  uiiuititulinnnl.  and  tntcmntional  (|u>»li'ins  in  on^ 
DttOtion  with  tlie  vxlj^ticy  vlik'h  caused  tWin  aiid  tlte  EbrM 
wliinli  i!i>nLrtillfd  tticm.  Tlw  ]it<nitle  a|<|ilNUi)nd  wiUi  stn^nln 
miaiiituiLy,  Iml  lliu  Kfpiiblicait  [Arty  eiiteix-d  hto  liliniry  urf 
nude  (food  iu  cliuin  tijHin  tiJm  iw  h  mrididiiU;  for  tlie  jmtsidencT. 
Hb  oiiiiM  mit  l«e  iiidifferttnt  to  lite  jpY'iilntwit  nf  tliv  Irilinte, 
(MHniit^  OK  it  did  itfter  sii  aiatiy  and  ho  vju-ted  ilefvat^.  lint  Iif  aI^ 
hoiTttd  ttie  [irncossw  <d  tlic  candidacy,  lie  nttcnil  nn  wimlof 
lUHwnl.  iiitd  hiiMU;  III'  nKivifitx'nt  of  acmiil ;  %n  so  mmli  lie  lud  • 
rifflit:  hut  lie  >uiw  an  well  a«  (ttlivra  tliat  [Mililu-al  life  wits  when 
hfl  Ind  :  ollii-rwisc  tlio  jwrly  wiut  drifting  Artlmr-wanl  fitlmria 
failnn-,  nr  tn  u  miu^^i'm  wnrm;  Uian  faihirv,  berauite  it  ii 
ina]ititiide  and  inm-tion,  with  rrapftnailiility.  Mr.  Illainc's  {lUot- 
hud  Iititni  arrvHUMl,  lUMuulk^d,  apparaiitly  ovcrtlirown  ;  )ii«  itlcs 
had  been  tttayed  for  wider  aud  deefwr  jdantiiig.  Multitudes,  tO' 
wliora  a  aystiimatic  and  orgnnieed  peace  witJi  its  i-nmllaryof 
Itvviprucity  iii)tt<-ad  of  conqnost  made  slight  apfx'al,  wcru  atf- 
Uvatod  by  the  idea  that  America  slioiild  be  Ainericaa.  til 
American  HPntiment,  nnce  iiron«rrd,  conld  n(\t  a^rnin  'n' 
«li..||\  1.1  >lr,>|..  ami  iiirii  r.-ll  tli;it  nL..v,-in,>iit  w:i>.  niuir  Timiih 
iImii    -M-iiMtinii,      All    ilii-    Am.Ti.-aiiisn.     ,-.-iilfml     iij.on    Mr. 

Kl.iJii.'    -iuA    1 lui-      l.,-.i,l,Ts    wli,,    liad    l.,MMi    )ii>    l.iiimsl 

M|.] 111.  ill    l-7(:  uri,.  .iMVv  ati.nti-  lii-;  \Ci»nH.-sl   :.,U  u-mioi-.     Of 

,1  l.ii-r  i.i,ij,.iilvin  llu-  r,,iu,.|iii,,i,  li,.  wiis  til,,   lii^t.imi,-,.,  fimii'f 
luMilv  ,ill  ill-  «.,-  il.r  sr,-„ii,i  ..|ini,-,.  :iu.d  tlu- n-niuiialioii. iMfillv 
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cheering,  in  dense  waves  of  sound,  hoarse  and  shrill,  sharp 
and  clear,  became  a  wild  tumult  of  applause.  When  Judge 
West,  the  blind  orator  of  Ohio,  was  helped  to  the  platform  by 
two  young  men,  the  applause  rolled  again  through  the  hall, 
and  as  the  orator,  lifting  his  right  hand  above  his  head,  com- 
pelled silence,  ten  minutes  of  uproar  and  storm  was  followed 
by  stillness  in  which  a  whisper  could  be  heard.  Tlie  clean-cut 
sentences,  brilliant  delivery,  and  confident  manner  of  the  speaker 
captivated  the  crowd.  Point  after  j>oint  in  his  speech  was 
greeted  with  echoing  cheers.  At  last  the  supreme  moment 
came : 

'*  In  the  name  of  a  majority  of  the  delegates  from  the  Repub- 
lican States  and  their  constituencies  who  must  fight  this  battle, 
I  nominate  James  G.  Blaine,  of  Maine."  The  magic  word  had 
scarcely  slipped  from  the  orator's  lips  before  audience  and 
convention  caught  it  up.  Applause  rose  and  fell,  subsiding 
only  to  burst  forth  with  increasing  strength.  A  garlanded 
helmet  with  its  snow-white  plume  was  raised  from  the  platform 
upon  the  iK)int  of  a  color  standard.  A  long,  loud  shout  signalled 
its  recognition.  Flag  after  flag  was  stripped  from  the  decora- 
tions of  the  galleries  and  waved  in  the  air.  Men  drew  oflF 
their  coats  and  waved  them,  and  the  band  essayed  in  vain  to 
drown  the  noise  by  playing  its  most  tumultuous  airs. 

The  nomination  of  the  military  hero.  General  Logan,  for  Vice- 
President,  added  to  the  enthusiasm.  Outside  the  convention, 
"  a  hosanna  went  up  from  ocean  to  ocean,"  says  Senator  Thur- 
ston, whose  voice  rang  among  the  loudest  in  the  paean.  From 
ocean  to  ocean  the  wires  were  burdened  with  '^  congratulations," 
** intense  enthusiasm,"  "bands  playing  and  guns  booming," 
**  Cumberland  Valley,  the  liome  of  your  ancestor,"  pressing 
warmly  to  the  front.  Bangor  jammed  into  her  streets  and  then 
fired  up  a  special  train  and  went  bodily  to  Augusta.  California, 
which  had  brought  her  railway  train  festooned,  and  Umnercd, 
and  blazoned,  to  Chicago,  resolved  to  extend  the  little  trip  to 
Augusta,  and  the  novel  spectacle  of  a  gala  ti*ain  bearing  Cali- 
fornia to  Mr.  Blaine's  house  in  spontaneous  good-will,  added  a 
touch  of  romance  to  the  general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Blaine  accepted  the  nomination,  and  after  a  very  short 
indulgence  in  the  luxury  of  woe  in  the  privacy  of  home,  arose 
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aiii)  I&ii)  mil  tlio  ^lan'l  on   which  lb«  contest  shmiM  be  ran- 
()a<.'t«(),  tn  A  Idttwr  1)1  iu-i.'«|>tjinue  iin  .liily  15.   Ift84. 

'X'\w  gii»tififnU<in  of  ihe  Kcpubliraiii  mwHtes  weinml  in  ibon 
Ui  easnru  the  olei-litin.  Lcwlm  wnll  knew  timt  \\v  light  b»<i1i1 
Iw  «lo««e.  Till'  Uq«iblii^ati  jwrty  luui  been  twpiilv-fmir  yeai*  in 
powvr.  niiil  Wiw  Wuriii^  nil  the  bunlcnx  wliiclt  *U»'h  ti-nnncy  iit- 
rnmnlntj-s.  Tho  nhl  imucH,  thiuif^i  iimlftrideil.  Iwd  hvt  tki: 
novelty.  The  lu'W  \**wis  with  wbiuli  Mr.  Hbunp'n  iihiho  tu 
aNMKiifttfnl  had  iNtin  arreKtod  by  the  nsiassiii'K  bn1k't,aiid  nstotM 
by  the  safM-odiiin  ndmiriixtnitiiiii.  Th^tv  biul  liecn  **>  lii'i* 
UtTH-  for  the  dcvtlniMm-nt  of  tlif  Osrfiebl  ffircign  police  thii 
miuiy  lU'rircd  lh.'ir  lint  knowiodRc  of  it«  (^-xUtcmre  from  tin- 
attwke  iiimh!  n[H)n  it.  Biixint'SH  men,  i>M)M>t-iatly  in  Eastern 
I'DtniuutiiUeii,  who  bKik  their  inii>n>Hainiis  fram  )H»tile  (listurtion 
of  iwiA,  and  not  from  tlra  facbt  thvrtwelvvK,  hnd  no  other  idM 
of  tbi«  iiK'oqioratioii  of  |>eace  lui  a  policy  to  be  <i«tabli8hwi  ly 
reatioii,  frieiid(ihip,and  Mlf-interwtt,  than  tliat  it  meant  jinp'sa 
ftiid  wur,  mill  lookod  with  timidity,  if  not  with  fright,  ajM 
meaniirefl  whone  tu^RoniptUhmeiit  would  l>e  tb«  unlimited  I'D- 
Ui;{{sincat  of  busitiew ;  and  wbUe  tiicy  were  uxgizig  an  awurwm 
that  thiTi-  slmiiM  be  no  wnr,  tbp  West  was  clHmnrincr  for  «ii 
;isMinii,,v  tiMl   !li.-iv    shi.iihl    U-    n,.    Kirk-.l.nvli     fnun    ;i  >I>iritHi 
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London  papers  openly  hailed  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Cleveland 
by  the  Democratic  party  as  a  result  the  most  satisfactory  they 
could  desire.  Mr.  Blaine  did  not  formally  argue  the  question  of 
protection,  but  he  arrayed  a  few  facts  constituting  the  strongest 
argument,  and  he  especially  pointed  out  the  vast  area  of  our 
free  trade  among  the  States,  and  the  enormous  extent  of  our 
internal  commerce  which  protection  reserves  for  the  American 
people,  a  market  far  greater  than  the  foreign  market,  and  one 
which  the  foreigner  —  especially  the  British  foreigner  —  is 
hungry  to  break  into.  He  pointed  out  the  disaster  to  American 
lal)or  of  such  foreign  incursion,  or  of  any  policy  that  arrays  lalK)r 
and  capital  against  each  other;  denounced  the  subjection  of 
American  labor  to  the  unfair  competition  of  any  cheap  foreign 
contact  labor,  and  declared  for  such  protection  of  lalx)r  and  of 
trade  as  should  enable  a  man  by  his  earnings  "  to  live  in  com- 
fort, educate  his  children,  and  save  a  sufficient  amount  for  the 
necessities  of  age." 

He  expounded  the  peaceful  character  and  emphasized  the 
peaceful  aims  of  Garfield's  foreign  policy,  pronounced  judg- 
ment that  it  should  be  renewed  and  that  it  would  at  no  dis- 
tant day  powerfully  contribute  to  the  univereal  acceptance  of 
the  philanthropic  and  Christian  principle  of  arbitration.  He 
enumemted  tlie  benefits  to  be  expected  from  reciprocity 
between  North  and  South  America.  "No  field  promises  so 
much.  No  field  lias  been  cultivated  so  little.  Our  foreign 
policy  should  be  an  American  policy  in  its  broadest  and  most 
comprehensive  sense,  —  a  policy  of  peace,  of  friendship,  of 
commercial  enlargement."  Thjit  there  was  still  a  Southern 
question  he  recognized  with  regret,  but  not  without  hope.  He 
believed  that  prejudices  were  yielding  and  that  violence  was  ex- 
ceptional. His  own  pei-sonal  relations  with  Southern  men  could 
but  make  him  take  an  optimistic  view,  but  he  left  no  room  for 
doubt  that  any  consolidation  of  Southern  States  on  issues  that 
grow  out  of  the  memories  of  the  ^var  would  summon  the  North- 
ern States  to  combine  in  the  assertion  of  nationality,  and  he 
deprecated  all  attempts  of  the  Democratic  party  to  urge  such 
consolidation  and  thus  wa^te  in  hurtful  strife  the  energy  that 
should  be  devoted  to  industrial  development. 

Free-traders  in  the  Re[)ubHcan  iMiity  hesitated  to  join  openly 


io  tkt  BritMb  campaign  for  ai-velana.  but  preferred  to 
pnceetimi,  nnd«-r  Ote  w»U;hworJ  of  "  wpoiU."  in  the  nnb  of 
mwH  Mniw  nform.  *■  I'eoplp  of  ini|K>rtanor "  in  BceUat 
imnpd/ orgsmuKl  a  -bolt"  in  favor  of  "a  g<.vcmroeM  !iw 
fK»  >iUwT,  frw  fn>in  jtngolBin;"  and  wl,ilc  m»w  loct  tW 
man  IfUMHt  view  that  tban  wa*  nnlliing  )>enMnal  ajjainrt  ti» 
Rcpablioui  oaodidalc.  tbey  cntnitlunH  that  hv 
mooded  br  aU  llie  nscalit;  aiid  rifT-mff  of  tlie  Ri.i«l>Iinia 
party,"  aud  tbey  desired  "a  oaodidattf  wbo  should,  likf  CbbwV 
wiit,  bm  aWtve  in»iiirMio : "  and  proffereU  tbHUMclves  (o  the 
brniKratir  party  In  cmw  Governor  Clevtaund  ithonld  Iw  iu 
naniow.  Mr.  BUinc  nUmed  tho  potiUion  be  lind  alwaTt 
iccviml.  —  tliat  tbi-  K>^[>ublir^i  party  wiw  itself  the  j«1t'o( 
mfonn.  of  rvlbnii  tiut  only  adrncabsl.  Ijni  in  tUily  nc^otuijiiijc 
ta^t,  and  that  it  Aaaid  m  ointintM.  Comiptinn  of  the  diil 
•crvire  he  W)  alnya  and  atterly  rejected  aa  the  basis  of  nb,rm, 
ud  adrovaued  only  mch  coDstmnt  iv-f.irmation  as  th^  wimum 
growth  of  pnUie  biMitMM  i*i]ait«d  and  lu  the  prevniliug  int^ 
t{^  vbA  gonA  ttoam  iif  the  people  detnaitded.  1q  188£  Li-  W 
fitlfiljl  ■dvooMid  dtfinica  tanM  e(  affioe  dvmtf  vhirji  na 
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tnl«it.-  I..  ,>ur  imi.  iHiwliiriit^  oivil  wrrice,  and  a  tribute  whidi 
iv.l.iiiii>l.-i  t.i  titi-  vnnlil  ,.f  his  op|Hinent8  as  well  as  of  his  sU[f 
Utrtrry.  He  n-frnvil  ti>  hU  tiwii  exjierionce,  and  suggested  siime 
(Itjiic^^s  «l,iih  iiv  lutd  iiid«Td  iilnwdy  referred  to  in  the  fJarfield 
.■ol.-iis.  4»'l  «hii-li,  llirnrf.irr.  t-»>iild  not  bo  s«t  aside  aa  a.  "bM 
f..t  \  I.-"  evfii  I'v  \lh<M  to  whoiu  "politicb"  nu>an»  onlyprr- 
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\      iM.M'.h.  M^iiUnl  cstalJinliwl  by  intvnulional  agret-ment, 
■J,.  I  :.j  inutii-n  i'(    laiHlniwiw-w  «j^n«t  m  tendency  to  cui- 
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the  foundation  of  government,  were  among  the  points  presented 
for  acceptance. 

This  letter  of  acceptance  met  an  exti'aordinary  welcome.  Its 
prudence  in  pmctical  details  gave  a  homely  confidence,  but 
beyond  and  al)ove  this  was  something  new, —  a  larger  aim,  a 
higher  atniasphere.  Of  the  trivial  he  selected  its  ])est  tendency 
and  dropped  all  else.  In  his  mind  the  }M>litics  of  a  hemisphere 
lay  mapj)ed  out  as  clear  as  the  politics  of  a  province.  The 
shaping  of  a  great  future  lie  touched  with  so  easy  and  command- 
ing a  liand,  that  men  gladly  followed  liim  away  from  the  idle, 
malicious  tendencies  of  tlie  hour,  away  even  from  the  iteration 
of  past  successes,  into  the  region  of  hope  and  purpose  and 
imagination  —  which  is  called  creative,  but  which  never  creates, 
only  combines  and  vitalizes. 

The  estiiblishment  of  the  '* solid  South"  had  the  effect  of 
securing  to  the  Democrats,  without  effort,  the  electoml  votes  of 
sixteen  Southern  States,  leaving  all  Democratic  resources  to  be 
concentrated  upon  the  two  or  three  iulditional  Northern  States 
which  might  l)e  necessary  to  national  success. 

Lists  of  names  were  constantly  appearing  of  Irishmen  of 
influence  who  liad  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  had 
now  declared  for  Blaine.  Irisli  leagues  and  Hibernian  asso- 
ciations east  and  west  came  over  to  him.  Irish-American 
Blaine- Logan  associations  were  forme<l,  and  publicly  addi-essed 
him  as  the  '^  champion  of  protection  to  the  industries  of  the 
country  and  the  resolute  foe  of  a  policy  which,  if  adopted 
by  our  government,  would  destroy  our  fh)urishing  manufact- 
ui-es  and  degrade  the  dignity  and  independence  of  American 
labor  to  the  pauper  standard  of  Europe.  .  .  .  We  regard 
you  as  an  advocate  of  tlie  rights  of  American  citizens  at  home 
and  abroad.  We  watched  your  career  in  public  Jife,  and  we 
have  seen  it  to  be  guided  by  pure  patriotism  and  honest 
purpose.  We  liave  studied  your  ivcord,  and  we  find  it  without 
spot  or  blemish.  As  a  public  man  and  a  private  citizen  you  have 
borne  yourself  among  us  without  just  reproadi.  .  .  .  We 
address  you  in  the  ancient  language  of  our  fatherland  because 
we  believe  that  to  you  it  will  be  a  gratifying  incident  of  the 
campaign  to  receive  an  assurance  of  friendsliip  and  regaird  con- 
veyed   to  you  in    the    language  of   the  race  fnmi  which  your 
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mother  sprung,  and  which  has  given  to  this  great  republic  many 
of  its  bravest  defenders  and  most  devoted  citizens." 

But  this  threatened  secession  of  the  better  element  induced 
frantic  appeals  to  the  lower  class.  It  was  proclaimed  that 
Mr.  Blaine  had  been  an  apostate,  a  know-nothing,  a  persecutor 
of  Catholics.  He  was  even  included  in  a  rabble  that  had  com- 
mitted an  outrage  ujx)n  Father  Baj)st,  in  Ellsworth,  Maine, 
twenty  years  before.  Many  membei*s  of  the  Catholic  church 
contradicted  over  their  own  names  the  alisurd  rumor,  but  the 
contradiction  was  no  part  of  Democratic  campaign  literature. 

The  labor  question  was  stirring,  and  though  the  movements 
of  masses  are  often  blind,  a  deep  and  true  instinct  must  be 
recognized  underneath  the  movement.  The  eight-hour  question 
was  in  dispute.  Trades-Unionists  and  Knights  of  Labor  were 
tinted,  if  not  tainted,  with  foreign  politics,  and  where  their 
politick  wa«  American,  it  was  chiefly  Democratic  ;  but  under  the 
politics  were  human  beings.  A  strike  was  wide-spreading  among 
the  coal-miners  in  Illinois,  another  was  brooding  sullenly  over 
Ohio.  Strife  between  the  Typographical  Union  and  the  Repub- 
lican "  New  York  Tribune  "  resisted  all  eflforts  at  accommodation. 
Upon  the  crest  of  these  waves  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  rode 
with  his  wonted  glee  and  with  Ills  wonted  oblicjuity,  lurching 
now  towards  one  party,  and  now  towards  the  other,  till  men 
declared  that  he  liad  agreed  to  help  Kei)ubli(nuis  in  the  East  for 
half  his  canii)aigu  expenses,  and  Democrats  in  the  West  for  the 
other  half.  If  lie  meant  to  defeat  (^leveland,  they  Jisked,  why 
was  he  •■'  hippodroming  through  the  West  and  smasliing  around 
in  Pennsylvania  —  strong  Blaine  sections?"  If  he  meant  to 
defeat  Blaine,  why  was  lie  making  away  with  three  hundred 
thonsand  Democratic  votes  in  the  Deinocnitic  preserves  of 
Brooklyn  and  New  York,  where  Blaine  would  have  got  only 
one  hundred  thousand? 

After  the  State  election  in  Maine  Mr.  Blaine,  in  response  to 
much  urgency,  made  a  tour  of  six  weeks'  dnnition.  Confidence 
in  his  wisdom  Jis  "safe,"  and  in  his  })resence  as  irresistible,  had 
become  a  "■  cult."  Wherever  he  appeared  the  gatherings  were 
phenomenal.  Special  trains  carried  peojile  a  night's  journey  to 
hear  him,  and  a  night's  journey  home  again  after  the  hearing 
was    over.     More    than    four   hundred    i)opular   assemblies    he 
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addressed,  often  connecting  some  local  or  personal  interest  with 
the  national  questions,  thus  giving  individual  application  and 
cliaraoter  to  each  address.  Tliis  tour  was  a  departure  from 
custom,  but  he  said,  ^^  I  am  not  sj)eaking  for  myself.  No  man 
ever  met  with  a  misfortune  in  being  defeated  for  the  presidency, 
while  men  liave  met  great  misfortunes  in   being  elected  to  it. 

.  .  1  am  pleading  the  cause  of  the  American  jHiople. 
I  am  pleading  the  cause  of  tlie  American  farmer,  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer,  the  American  mechanic,  and  the  American 
laborer  agiiinst  the  world.  I  am  reproached  by  some  excel- 
lent people  for  appearing  before  these  nniltitudes  of  my 
countrymen  upon  tlie  ground  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  oftice  for  which  I  am  named.  I  do  not  feel  it 
to  be  so.  I  know  no  reason  why  1  should  not  face  the  American 
people." 

At  tlie  Worcester  Oounty  Agricultural  Fair  he  pointtMl  out 
that,  contraiy  to  the  popular  impression,  there  Wius  not  so 
dense  a  population  in  the  most  crowded  parts  of  Europe  as 
covered  Massachusetts  from  Worcester  to  the  sea,  and  that 
Hie  county  was  tenth  in  the  Union  in  mechanical  and  manufac- 
turing industries,  iif teen th  in  agricultural  industry  and  product, 
and  among  the  first  in  wealth  and  contentment. 

To  the  students  of  the  Michigan  Univei'sity  :'"  During  the 
war  we  used  to  hear  much  alnuit  the  rebel  yell.  It  was  said  to 
imply  great  vigor  and  determination,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  young  men  of  Mic^higan  llnivei"sity  who  do  me  the  honor  to 
appear  here  to-day  couhl  have  terrified  the  whole  army  of  Lee. 
.  .  .  I  wish  to  leave  with  these  young  collegians  a  i)n)blem  : 
that  is,  to  find  out  why  so  many  college  youths  who  are  Free- 
traders at  twenty  In^come  Prott»(dionists  at  forty?  I  think  the 
answer  will  lie  found  in  the  fact  that  at  forty  they  have  taken 
degrees  in  the  univei'sity  of  experience,  which,  after  all,  is  much 
wider  than  the  univeraity  of  theory  in  which  our  college  l)oys 
are  taught.  I  was  myself  tAught  when  I  Wits  in  college  the  doc- 
trine of  free  trade,  but  the  United  States  stands  as  a  perpetual 
and  iiTefutable  argument  and  example  of  the  value  of  [notection 
to  home  industries  in  a  new  country.  The  responsibilities  of  an 
educated  American  are  higher,  and  dee^Kir,  and  bmader  than 
those  of  an  educated  man  in  any  other  land  ;  and  in  proportion 


680  BIOGRAPHY   OF  JAMK8    G.    BLAUfJL 

88  yoar  opportunitieB  are  greater  will  you  be  held  to  sterner 
account  in  this  life  and  in  the  life  which  is  to  come." 

The  Southern  question  was  precipitated  into  the  canvass  bjr 
the  South.  To  the  old  South,  discontented,  sullen,  with  faoe  set 
to  the  past  and  voice  set  to  discord,  he  had  only  opposition. 
For  the  new  South,  representing  the  awakened  liberal  and 
national  sentiment,  he  had  only  encouragement.  In  Indiana, 
battleground  between  North  and  South,  he  asked  a:  queation 
which  was  answered  ten  years  later :  ^^  The  aim  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  is  to  conjoin  the  electoral  votes  of  New  York  and 
Indiana  with  the  electoral  votes  of  the  sixteen  Southern  States, 
Do  the  citizens  of  those  two  States  fully  comprehend  what  it 
means  to  trust  the  national  credit,  the  national  finances,*  the 
national  pensions,  the  Protective  system,  and  all  the  great  in- 
terests which  are  under  the  control  of  the  national  government 
to  the  old  South,  with  its  bitterness,  its  unreconciled  temper,  its 
narrowness  of  vision,  its  hostility  to  all  Northern  interests,  its 
constant  longing  to  revive  an  impossible  past,  its  absolute  incsr 
pacity  to  measure  the  sweep  of  the  present  and  the  magnitude 
of  our  future?" 

Attempts  had  l)een  made  to  organize  an  anti-Blaine  feeling 
among  the  (Tormaiis  and  combine  them  against  the  Republicans. 
It  wjis  quietly  but  emphatically  rei)orte(l  that  Bismarck  did  not 
want  a  strong  administration  at  Wiushington,  that  a  vigorous 
foreign  policy,  exercised  by  a  republic  of  unlimited  resources 
and  tlie  strongest  financial  credit,  was  a  constant  menace  to 
(jrerman  alwolutism,  and  a  menace  in  particular  to  German  colo- 
nial development  already  fastening  itself  on  South  and  Cen^ 
tral  America  and  looking  askance  at  CuImi.  Geniian  opposition 
to  sumptuary  legislation  had  l)een  focussed  upon  the  prohibitory 
laws  of  Maine,  which  they  read  Blaine,  and  the  Know-Nothing 
party  had  been  excavated  for  the  i)urpose  of  listening  its  re- 
spcmsibility  upon  Mr.  Blaine.  (German  mass-meeting  delegations 
and  addresses  gave  liini  the  opportunity  not  only  to  show  the  folly 
of  such  lines  of  attack,  but  his  familiarity  with  Gemian  history 
and  character  both  here  and  in  the  fatherland.  "My  birtli  and 
rearing  in  Pennsylvania,"  he  said  to  a  large  company  gathered 
to  greet  him  in  Chicago,  "made  me  familiar  from  childhood 
with  the  Genuan  character,  with  its  steadiness,  its  industry,  its 
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fidelity,  its  integrity,  its  truth  in  friendship,  its  loyalty 'to  gov- 
ernment. Pennsylvania  owes  much  to  her  German  population, 
to  the  Muhlenbergs,  the  Heisters,  the  Wolfs,  the  Snyders,  the 
Markles,  the  Shunks,  who  have  illustrated  her  annals,  and  with 
whom  I  am  connected  by  ties  of  good-will,  of  kindly  associa- 
tions inherited  through  five  generations  of  family  friendship's 
that  are  warm  and  cordial  to-ilay.  " 

In  West  Virginia  he  recalled  his  boyhood  in  the  Monongahela 
Valley  before  he  reminded  his  audience  that  while  they  had 
been  a  slave-holding  State,  they  never  had  a  bank-bill  circulat- 
ing in  West  Virginia  that  would  pass  current  five  hundred  miles 
from  home.  "  You  have  not  to-day  a  single  piece  of  pajMjr 
money  circulating  in  West  Virginia  that  is  not  good  all  around 
the  globe."  Standing  in  the  van  of  the  new  South  he  admon- 
ished them  to  break  the  seemingly  impregnable  barrier  of  the 
solid  South, — "Solid  on  a  prejudice  ;  solid  on  a  tradition ;  solid 
upon  doctrines  that  separate  the  different  portions  of  the  Union, 
—  take  your  part  in  the  solution  of  the  industrial  and  financial 
problems  of  the  time,  join  in  a  great  national  movement  which 
sliall  in  fact  and  in  feeling,  <is  well  i\s  in  form,  make  us  a  ])cople 
with  one  union,  one  constitution,  one  destiny." 

Mrs.  Ewing  relates  a  characteristic  anecdot<j  of  his  visit  at 
Lancaster,  Ohio.  At  noon  of  the  second  day,  returning  with 
him  from  a  drive  to  Mr.  Stjinbury's  jJace,  she  saw  a  carriage 
containing  three  men  coining  towards  them.  "  I  suspect,"  said 
she,  "that  carriage  is  coming  for  3'ou,  Mr.  Blaine."  "Yes,"  said 
he,  "but  that  is  not  the  point.  The  iK)int  is  that  there  is  a  man 
on  Uiat  front  seat  whom  I  have  not  seen  for  twenty-seven  yeai-s, 
and  I  have  got  just  two  minutes  and  a  half  to  reniemlnM*  his 
name  in."  Not  another  word  was  said  till  the  carriages  met, 
when  Mrs.  Ewing's  anxiety  came  to  an  end  by  his  jumj)ing  from 
the  carriage  with  hand  extended,  and  a  wehtome  beginning  with 
the  remembered  name — a  spirit  called  from  the  vasty  deep. 

In  Lancastt^r,  political  cjuestions  natundly  gsive  way  to  recol- 
lections. "  In  1841  I  was  a  schoolboy  in  tliis  town,  attend- 
ing the  school  of  Mr.  William  L^^ons.  .  .  .  He  Uiuglit 
the  youth  of  this  vicinity  witli  great  success,  iinth  thorough- 
ness, and  with  refinement.  I  know  not  whether  he  be  living, 
bnt  if   he   is,  I   beg  to  make   my  a(^knowledgments    to   him. 
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if  these  words  may  reach  him,  for  his  efficiency  and  exoellenoe 
as  an  Lnstruotor.  As  I  look  upon  your  faces  I  am  oarriecL  back 
to  those  days,  to  Lancaster  as  it  then  was.  In  that  tow  of 
dwellings  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  in  one  of  which  I 
then  lived  and  am  now  a  guest,  resided  at  that  time  the  three 
leading  lawyers  of  Ohio,  —  Thomas  Ewing,  Henry  Stanlniry,  and 
Hocking  Hunter/* 

We  have  already  had  General  Sherman's  impression  of  **  Jim 
Blaine  and  Tom  Ewing,*'  the  two  ^^  bright  and  handsome 
thorough-bred  colts,"  —  though  General  Sherman  adds  that 
being  himself  a  full-fledged  graduate  of  the  National  Military 
Academy,  and  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  Third  United  States 
Artillery,  with  a  salary  of  sixty-five  dollars  a  month,  M  in  gold, 
he  could  hardly  stoop  to  notice  these  lads. 

It  is  interesting  to  see  that  to  one  of  them  the  great 
general  was  then  only  ^*  a  tall  and  very  slender  young  man, 
straight  as  an  arrow,  with  a  sharp  face  and  a  full  suit  of  red 
hair,  home  from  West  Point,**  while  his  brother,  the  Senator, 
was  but  *^  another  youth  of  this  town  —  slender,  tall,  stately, 
who  had  just  left  school,  when  I  came  here  from  my  home 
across  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  who  had  begun  as  a  civil 
engineer  on  the  Muskiuguni-rivev  improvements.*' 

Oil  Mr.  Blaine's  return  to  New  York  he  found  a  dinner 
armngetl  for  him  at  Delmouico's,  whicli  he  regretted  as  an  unwise 
political  measure,  but  which  furnished  him  the  occasion  for  a 
wise,  strong  word,  thanking  the  *'  merchants,  professional  men,  — 
leatlei-s  in  the  great  and  complex  society  of  New  York, — for 
receiving  me  as  the  representative  for  the  time  of  the  principles 
whicli  you  and  I  hold  in  common  touching  those  gi-eat  interests 
whicli  underlie,  as  we  believe,  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,**  and 
reminding  them  that  "  New  York  is  the  largest  manufacturing 
city  in  the  world,  with  i>erliaps  a  single  exception  ;  that,  of  the 
$6,000,000,000  of  manufactures  annually  produced  in  the  United 
States,  this  Empire  State  furnislies  one-fiftli  —  'f  1,200,000,000  ; 
of  which  this  Empire  City  produces  $500,000,000 ;  "  that  impor- 
tant  as  the  foreign  trade  is,  representing  the  enormous  sum  of 
♦1,500,000,000  annually,  "it  sinks  into  insignificance  and  is 
dwarfed  out  of  sight  when  we  tliink  of  those  vast  domestic 
exchanges  of  which  New  York  is  the  admitted  centre,  and  which 
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annually  exceed  $20,000,000,000;"  reminding  them  that  a 
change  of  government  meant  a  change  of  i)olicie8,  which  meant 
disaster  to  this  great  traffic,  and  that  the  South  American  jxilicy 
which  had  been  so  stigmatized  as  war,  wiis  peace.  "This 
nation  to-day  is  in  profound  peace  with  the  world.  But,  in  my 
judgment,  it  has  before  it  a  great  duty  which  will  not  only 
make  that  profound  peace  permanent,  Imt  set  sucli  an  example 
as  will  absolutely  abolisli  war  on  this  continent,  and,  by  a  great 
example  and  a  lofty  moral  precedent,  ultimately  abolisli  it  in 
other  continents." 

In  Boston,  on  the  3d  of  Novemlnir  he  siK)ke  words  better 
understood  tonlay  than  when  they  were  uttered.  *'  I  close  this 
canvass,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  a  profound  conviction  that,  intelli- 
gent as  the  votera  of  the  United  Stiites  are,  accustomed  as  they 
are  to  give  heed  to  the  weight  and  tendency  of  the  (juestions  to  ])e 
decided,  tlio  people  of  the  United  States  have  not  yet  measured, 
nor,  as  I  Iwlieve,  yet  fully  comprehended,  what  it  would  mean  to 
transfer  this  government  to  the  absolute  control  of  the  Southern 
States  of  this  Union  ...  I  here  now  repeat,  that  to  transfer 
the  political  power  of  the  country  to  the  Democratic  party  at  this 
time  would  by  no  means  be  one  of  those  ordinary  transfers  of 
the  government  from  one  party  to  another  which  the  gray- 
haii'ed  men  within  my  view  witnessed  more  than  once  in  the 
last  generation.  It  would  not  Ix)  merely  an  instiince  of  one 
party  going  out  and  another  coming  in.  It  would  be  rather 
a  reveraal  and  overturning  of  the  industrial  systems  of  the 
government,  of  the  financial  sjTstems  of  the  government ;  in 
short,  a  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  of  far  greater 
consequence  than  the  ordinary  changes  of  dynasty  which  occur 
in  European  governments  of  a  different  form  from  oui-s." 

Mr.  Blaine  had  been  everywhere  received  with  an  enthusiasm 
inspiring  to  his  own  party,  alarming  to  the  other,  whicli  evi- 
dently feared  that  a  Republican  victory  under  Blaine  would 
make  the  country  Republican  for  an  indefinite  period.  Ohio, 
with  a  close  contest,  gave  the  October  election  to  the  Repub- 
licans and  made  them  confident  of  carrying  every  Northern 
State  in  November.  After  tliis  victory,  which  was  largely  attrib- 
uted to  Mr.  Blaine's  "  magnificent  audacity  and  genius,"  it  was 
estimated  that  from  fifty  to  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  total  Irish 
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vote  in  New  York  would  go  to  Mr.  Blaine,  and  that  the 
Irish  bolters  from  the  Democratic  party  were  two  to  one  of 
the  bolters  from  the  Republican  party.  This  intensified  the 
struggle. 

The  Irish  defection  to  Blaine  was  based  on  the  increasing 
understanding  of  his  foreign  policy  and  its  interlacement  with 
Protection,  and  it  carried  a  demand  that  the  American  flag  should 
fly  from  State  Department  as  well  as  White  House.     ^*  Even  in 
New  JerMey^"*  exclaimed  an  astonished  observer,  ^^  the  feeling  in 
Mr.  Blaine's  favor  on  account  of  this  policy  finds  daily  fuller 
aifd  fuller  expression."     It  seemed  Mr.  Blaine's  fate  to  be  an 
entering  wedge,  dividing  all  parties.     A  prominent  Kentucky 
Democrat  was  urged  to  go  over  and  speak  against  him  in  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois.    He  replied,  ^*  I  will  attack  Blaine's  politics, 
but  if  you  want  me  to  attack  him  I  won't  do  it.    Slanders  upon 
him  ?    No ;  I  will^  on  the  contrary,  take  every  occasion  to  deny 
them.    I  have  sat  in  the  House  with  him  for  years,  and  a  loftiei 
man  never  lived."     He  was  not  sent.     Free-trade  Republicans, 
calling  themselves  Independents,  more  bitter  and  unscrupulous 
than  original  partisans,  found  no  arrow  too  envenomed  to  be 
used  against  the  man  whom  they  could  not  use,  and  they  poured 
out,  without  cessation,  a  stream  of  unmixed  scandal  as  foun- 
dation for  their  sole  argument  that  a  man  about  whom  thei*e 
was  so  much  scandal  should  not  be  President ;  while  other  In- 
dependents protested  that  this  perverse  and  unworthy  misrepre- 
sentation did  more  to  "  vulgarize  and  to  demoralize  the  public 
than  all  the  bossism  or  machinery  with  which  we  have  ever  yet 
had  to  contend ; "  that  the  Independents  were  themselves  the 
"  authors  of  nine-tenths  of  all  the  scandals,  and  the  only  believ- 
ers of  tlie  other  tenth ; "  that  the  composition,  proceedings,  and 
general  tone  of  the  convention  which  nominated  Mr.  Blaine  and 
of  the  party  which  it  represented  was  "better,  purer,  more  amen- 
able to  conscience,  soberer,  and  actuated  by  higher  purposes  " 
than  for  a  dozen  years  preceding  ;  and  that  after  years  of  trouble 
with  the  machine,  "a  statesman  of  conspicuous  ability  and  the 
highest  geneml  character,  who  had  been  twice  before  defeated 
by  the  active  opposition  of  the  national  administration,  with 
the  use  of  its  patronage  against  him,  while  he  had  no  machine, 
no  patronage,  both  being  persistently  against  him,  had  at  last 


BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    O.    BLAINE,  586 

been  enthusiastically  nominated  by  our  best  party  in  the  most 
untrammelled  convention  in  our  recent  history." 

The  carnival  of  slander  l)ecanie  so  reckless  a  riot,  that  Cath- 
olic and  Protestant  churches  were  equally  riven,  (catholic 
priests  took  occasion  to  say  openly  that  those  of  the  Catholic 
faith  who  made  Mr.  Blaine  out  a  Know-Nothing,  an  aj)ostate, 
and  a  persecutor  of  Catholics  were  the  office-seekers  of  New 
England.  Father  Murphy,  of  Augusta,  proclaimed  that  the 
**  pleasantest  relations  had  existc^d  l)etween  himself  and  his 
predecessors  and  Mr.  Blaine  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  (?entury ; 
that  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  was  proved  by  the  fact 
that  moi'e  than  half  of  our  people  who  never  l)efore  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  voted  for  his  interests  in  the  late  State  elec- 
tion ;  that  more  than  half  our  pnests  in  Maine  would  l)e  glad  of 
his  election  with  no  object  whatever  but  admiration  of  his  char- 
acter as  l)eing  facile  princeps^  the  best  President,  and  that 
many  of  the  most  trusted  Catholics  in  the  country  think  well 
of  him,  not  because  they  expect  any  favor  of  him,  but  among 
oth6r  reasons  because  they  think  he  will  not  do  them  injustice 
in  an  underhand  way."  Mr.  Blaine  was,  in  ecclesiastical  lan- 
guage, a  member  of  an  Orthodox  church,  in  good  and  regular 
standing,  walking  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless  ; 
but  the  three  chief  organs  of  the  Orthodox  churches  in  the 
nation  not  only  opposed  him,  but  opposed  him  with  personal 
slander  so  vile  as  utterly  to  discredit  the  standards  of  Orthodox 
Congregationalism,  —  and  the  clei'gy  could  not  hold  their  peace. 
Dr.  Webb  stood  up  in  Boston,  whence  sprang  the  cabal  which 
was  characterized  by  the  "  Boston  Advertiser  "  as  "  the  most 
dastardly  group  of  political  assassins  who  ever  disgniced  this  or 
any  other  country,"  and  pronounced  him  *'  one  of  the  noblest 
characters  I  have  ever  known.  The  man(L»uvres,  Ijargains, 
crimes,  and  plots  which  have  been  attributed  to  him  within  the 
last  few  months  might  have  l>een  attributed  to  General  Gordon, 
in  Khartoum,  with  as  much  truth."  Dr.  Ecob,  who  had  gone  from 
Augusta  to  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Albany,  recoiled 
as  violently  from  the  slanders,  and  affirmed  in  the  "Albany 
Evening  Journal "  that  he  had  been  ten  years  "  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Augusta,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaine  are  members. 
The  satisfaction  I  take  in  his  nomination  is  based  upon  such  a 
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kniiwlndgi)  nf  him  lu uiily  a  [loatur  can  gain.  .  .  .  IharebeeB 
very  n«ar  lii  Mr.  ItUiiio,  not  iinly  lu  the  most  trring  pibtkdi 
orifteft,  bat  in  the  KliuriNir  trial  of  f^roat  griel'  Iri  th«  bousdnU, 
unil  haw  iiuvit  jet  ilateotml  a  Otlt«  tinttt.  .  .  .  Ilu««ri 
haa  nlwAVR  hnd  liauk  of  il  a  i-1ear  {luriMwe,  ainl  that  pannw  hM 
nlwa>-»  In-i^ti  worthy  of  the  litgheBt  tnnnhoorl.  In  the  diurcitiu 
is  liiiixm'il  and  littlnvol.  Tlis  intlrimcM.'.  hix  wiB<<  ttoniiseU,  Ui 
jiitrM!  Btv  fraoly  (iuvuUiil  t^i  tiw  itilereHt  of  the  iinbk-  OM  Siuli 
rhimtli,  of  AtlgiMta.  In  ItU  Imuiw  lio  was  alway-A  the  wmlof 
^vuiality  ami  gooil  hmH-.  II.  wiix  nlwajH  Bummer  iti  tliat  bow* 
vrhalvvor  tho  MiiiU'*  vrint«r  mighl  be  wilhoiit  Anil  notmi^ 
Ilia  *  nob  ttoigtibore  ajid  kinameii '  wvlonmisl  ttim  luime.  Int 
a  long  line  of  tfao  jiKir  haileil  tli«  mliini  of  tliat  familr  u 
fl  B|wciiil  Providenut).  .  .  .  TtioMt  who  Imvv.  knowu  liia 
\tts»l  are  not  aurpriaod  thHt  bin  frioiidH  all  over  th«  nountiy 
Iiave  IxM-ii  dDtprmint^d  that  be  should  kl'cui-u  tbe  bighM 
hoaur  witbiii  tbeir  gift.  It  in  because  tlicy  beltpvc  In  Iub.- 
.  ,  .  i,  far  one,  aliaU  put  my  cwuciouce  into  my  vole  wA 
NoTembnr." 

His  own  otty  o[  Aogoata.  sliocked,  bat  seU-poasseitsed,  eat-, 
firmwl  the  tPfitirtinny  of  bpr  clcrpv.  "\V,-  h:ive  kimwn  !iiir  in 
.■\.-rv  ivl.iiii.iL  -if  lifi'.  Hnselv  iuid   iiitiioulelv.  and  in  .-viv  r,„.- 

U..u\<(hl\^.^^r:~^yu,     XU-     iMVM'lir,.  of    his    ".h.ily  a.-.>o.-i,a.'--.  M:. 

Bl;nrir   li,i>  h.id  asp.>ilr>s.-aiv.T.      ...      In    i.ci-M.ri.il  m<-r,\i. 

In  .ill  ..,,|j,Mi  V  :.>  «rll  ;,a  .'M r;i<iniiiiarv  dinios.  Mr.  IJLiiii.?  U- 
l„-,.„    ,,    |,.,ii.Tii    tn  ..ur  ..MiiLi;    im-n.      llis    «-<,nI    is    as  >•."..!  ,i. 

Iiis  I I,       riij.-.    ^^U.'U■   .■oniii.iiNily  will  iUt.-st    Lis    ;.l->,ihn.-  iii- 

of  a   jiolilical  v.imnii^u 

Hhiiiie's   chaiart.T:l.m 

)  lnui  the  iiiiivei>.il 

Iff  the  iieijjhltfn's  whoW't 

irhi.iit  his  wh'ih'  cart'er,  and  who  know  that  Ik 

I  iitii-  nf  j-ofid  and  not  nf  evil    iiU   the  ilavs  of  liis 

lit  iiicml.  r.nv.'MKir  Diii^'ley.  .le.-hir,-d  tlie'ii^^vwl 

.1    hiii|.'si]iir    In  ■■thiw,'   who    iiitimaU'ly    kin'w  M: 

nlrtrnty  of   his   pri'vat.'  life.  lli 
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Republicans  who  believed  in  the  principle  of  temperance 
advocated  the  candidate,  whose  life,  known  and  read  of  all  men, 
was  a  model  of  temperance,  and  all  whose  influence  had  been  on 
the  side  of  temperance ;  but  those  who  transformed  temperance 
into  a  prohibition  party  platform  chose  a  candidate  of  their 
own  and  threw  all  their  influence  for  the  Democratic  candidate. 
Women  were  so  interested  that  they  held  mass  meetings  for  the 
election  of  Mr.  Blaine.  But  it  is  a  curious  fact  in  political 
aeration  that  the  women  who  made  a  party  platform  of  woman- 
hood went  against  the  man  who  from  youth  upward  had  sancti- 
fied and  guarded  home  with  his  "perfect  purity,"  measured 
by  womanhood's  standard. 

For  all  this  opposition  there  was  a  common  reason.  Mr. 
Blaine  never  evaded  a  real  issue,  but  he  could  never  be  forced 
into  a  false  issue.  He  Ijelieved  in  temperance  as  a  principle  and 
a  practice,  but  not  as  a  party,  and  could  not  Ixi  induced  to  flaunt 
the  party  banners.  Son  of  a  Catholic  mother,  he  was  forbidden 
not  only  by  largeness  of  mind,  but  by  tenderness  of  heart,  from 
all  prejudice  against  Catholics.  "  1  would  not  for  a  thousand 
presidencies,"  he  had  said  in  1876,  "  speak  a  disrespectful  word 
of  my  mother's  religion  ;  "  but  he  equall)^  abhorred  all  political 
appeal  to  religious  prejudice,  "  the  introduction  of  anything  that 
looks  like  a  religious  test  or  qualification  for  office  in  a  republic 
where  perfect  freedom  of  conscience  is  the  birthright  of  every 
citizen." 

Against  this  opposition  —  large  and  small  —  his  support 
went  on  gathering  volume  and  vigor,  and  promised  to  over- 
bear every  combination  and  segregation.  A  weak  word  proved 
the  fatal  flaw  through  which  all  the  carefully  accumulated  and 
well-stored  energy  was  wasted.  Moved  by  the  false  witness 
against  Mr.  Blaine,  a  company  of  more  than  a  thousand  clergy- 
men, representing  all  Protestant  denominations,  Roman  Catho- 
lics, Jews,  and  Quakers,  gathered  at  his  hotel  in  New  York  on 
the  29th  of  October  to  testify  their  respect  and  sympathy. 
He  received  them  on  the  stairs,  they  standing  partly  on  the 
stairs,  partly  in  the  comdor  below.  Among  the  many  speakers 
one  made  the  baseless  classification,  "  Rum,  Romanism,  and 
Rebellion."  The  obnoxious  phrase  was  instantly  caught  up  by 
the  opposition,  tmnsferred  from  the  unimportant  clergyman  to 
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ihf  All-imiMirlMiit  cHiidiiUle,  *w\  nn  Lhe  iiUiTuitot?  «■(  Mr.  llluoe, 
wwi  p(mt«)l  lilt  \.h«  ftU^eU  und  iltstxibuted  [mm  churche*.  In 
Nrw  HftVHiu  till  Nnvptulvr  lirat,  lift  puklinly  ciimHTU?il  llir  (li* 
rvport  nod  •lonmii(itrat«il  its  »lwunlity ;  hul  all  in  vain.  TW 
ignoniiit  Irish  took  thit  alarm.  Tliere  was  no  tine  fur  that 
Irulum  til  ovHitake  Lhoiii  wiLli  l)i»  truth,  ntiil  thor  rtMhcH  tack 
likt>  friglitciivd  nlivugi  Uy  tlw  IhtiuiH:naii-KnUi«h  Tolil  wbiuiot 
Ihujr  tiiul  for  a  inoinunt  «Hat;)ed.  Ttie  IriitK  Htuiiifiede  mdra 
»li>Ht!r  vuln  ID  N(!W  York  Stnlv  t.linii  nitltrr  party  liad  n|i]Amitlf 
uuticipaUHt  TliQ  1  >emocnu!y.  U-t^r  iuu|uaintcil  witJi  the  [<ibtH 
i:al  IriKhmtin  Uiiui  tlio  K«|>uliUcait&,  iiroclnimtHl  Ht  thn  outaet  li 
Kliit«  pliimlity  nf  fill.WIO  ftir  ClovKlaod.  Thii  nuxt  d«j 
(i|tnn>ti  cumf  down  to  IT.WHJ,  tlivu  U>  12,04)0,  tho  next  <by 
(»  5.000,  imd  at  lent;tli  dwindled  to  46ti.  To  fai-ili 
latoni,  tlieflo  tn&niiiiFfalilc  liguriat  nfFcml  h  tt-rri1ile  tentplfr 
U(>ii.  The  cloctioii  wiw  nn  Die  fnurtli.  It  wim  nearly  two 
bnfortj  n  dm-iwiun  Wiui  aniiounoetl.  Itn publicans  morv  tlutn  liintai 
tiMtUlf  I IfiiiMK-TutH  wtirv  wuitiitf;  tn  mvu  Uhw  Inrfre  the  fraad  «W 
raqoired  to  W.  Ot-nnral  Iliitler  n)»enly  |iroclmmed.  hikI  i>r»- 
daiBwd  ftH  l«Ng  an  ho  lived,  that  lira  Brooklyn  and  Nrw  Yodi' 
vn(*>  fop  himself  wiw  niiinU'd  ti>  OlcveUm?.  >tr.  V 
ll.ri:.>i.ul.lir:.iiSi.,r,-C..iiiniilt-r.|,r,,H-.st...ill,:,t  tl„.^  ! 

|.,,:,itiM'..nul  nliiri.O   irili>iiii.iti' f  IVaii.UlH^iiiL,'  |..m|i 

^Mlrs     ill,-.llh      111. -I      ill      Nrw     VnlU.     St.      Lawn- 
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every  Northern  State  to  the  Republicans.  As  it  was,  leaving 
out  the  protested  vote  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn^ 
Mr.  Blaine  had  a  majority  of  more  than  400,000,  nearly  500,000, 
in  the  popular  vote  of  the  North.  The  vote  of  the  South  was 
not  free  and  was  therefore  never  reckoned  on  by  the  Republican 
party.  Fraud  is  now  affirmed  and  accepted,  which  was  then 
only  suspected  and  reported.  A  high  Democratic  authority  in 
New  York  remarked  after  all  was  over,  that  '*  Grover  Cleve- 
land came  near  being  elected  President."  The  "Commercial 
Advertiser  "  of  January  29,  1893,  said  that  reliable  Democrats 
asserted  that  they  could  name  the  very  districts  and  the  very 
poUing-bootlis  in  which  enough  votes  were  taken  from  Mr. 
Blaine  and  given  to  his  opponent  to  defeat  the  one  and  give 
the  other  the  majority.  Mr.  Blaine  did  not  at  the  time  be- 
lieve that  fraud  could  be  unquestionably  proved.  The  inspec- 
tore  were  i:)ermitted  by  law  to  destroy  the  ballots  as  soon  sis 
the  returns  had  been  made.  He  believed  that  a  contest  would 
\ye  hazardous,  and  dangerous  to  the  public  peace ;  and  he  coun- 
selled immediate  acceptance  of  the  declared  result. 

At  Boston  on  the  evening  before  election  he  had  said,  **  I  go 
to  my  home  to-morrow,  not  without  a  strong  confidence  in  the 
result  of  the  ballot,  but  with  a  heart  that  shall  not  in  the  least 
degree  be  troubled  by  any  verdict  that  may  be  returned  by 
the  American  people."  During  the  long  waiting  he  was  at 
home  in  Augusta,  and  while  men's  foreboding  grew  heavier 
of  an  event  which  had  seemed  incredible,  old  friends  came 
to  his  house,  some  eager  and  restless,  some  simply  lingering 
in  speechless  sorrow  unable  to  stay  away.  Men  drove  in 
from  the  country  and  loitered  on  the  sidewalk  till  they  caught 
a  glimpse  of  him  at  door  or  window,  and  then  drove  home 
again  content  that  the}*^  had  seen  his  face  and  that  he  was  yet 
aUve.  To  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Phelps  ending  with,  "  Are 
you  fairly  well  ?  "  he  answered,  "  Never  better  in  my  life.  Our 
special  misfortune  was  the  loss  of  both  New  Jersey  and  Con- 
necticut, which  now  seems  at  least  possible,  perhaps  prob- 
able. I  class  them  both  as  easily  preventable  accidents.  I  was 
not  sustained  in  the  canvass  by  many  who  had  personally  a  far 
greater  stake  than  I.  They  are  likely  to  have  leisure  for  re- 
flection and  for  a  cool  calculation  of  the  small  sums  they  were 
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wk«d  in  VHin  to  oontribiitm.  If  tlio  fiftiintry  in  In«t  it  viU 
Hnine  wtufu-tion  to  nwlizo  tlmt  tbti  olawi  whirli  [Ktmiitled  it 
be  tcacriliced  will  fool  tin-  rcituU  must  koctily.  Bui  I  few 
mtky  think  me  ilUiatnntd  if  I  kt^ogi  uii.  I  really  am  Dot, 
feel  lui  pWiil  hh  ii  smuniRr's  day.  IVnutimlly,  I  care  Isffi  I 
my  tiMmtt  frivmls  WdiiKl  buliitvv,  but  for  the  oauM  ttni)  to 
many  fritimla,  I  profoundly  deplon-  Die  nwiUu" 

On  the  ni^fht  <»f  tite  iKth  nf  November,  aft«r  tlie  decisitm  luid 
(wen  niiiiDUiioed  mid  lu^uupUnl.  n  gruat  miiltittidr  nMemlilnil  W 
fore  liU  ttiiu»e,  wimbre  and  nihtrit.  When  Mr.  KUiae  ^ipaued 
at  the  dnnr  Uih  wtiole  Moeoo  (.-banged,  ('lear,  tiht>vrful.  stnng^ 
iw  if  it  wvru  Uiu  voice  uf  victory,  \m  voice  raitg  out  on  ^ 
nifrht  ftir.  "  KrieindM  and  iioi^hbttrH,  the  natjoQa!  contest  in  uvei, 
and  by  tlio  narrowest  nf  margins  we  have  UmI."  His  tall  fijrun 
hUkmI  erect  in  full  rvliuf  undur  (be  li^htH,  ah  hu  tbnnkird  tlirm 
for  their  iiu[H!rli  »\\\t\mv\,.  "■  No  other  KXprvMHJon  of  puMic  vm- 
fidoitiw  anil  eAtciiin  ixtnbl  squal  that  nf  tlie  [loople  aiming  vliom 
I  )iiivt>  1tvc;<l  for  thirty  yearK,  and  to  whom  I  »in  nttwhifd  lirtJI  . 
the  tiat  tbttt  cnnnbln  buraan  nutiirt!.  and  givit  joy  and  di;;nity  l<i 
life.  After  Maine,  indeed  with  Maine,  my  Brst  thought  is  aivnjt  J 
of  l',.„n^vlvaT.ii,.  ITnw  ran  !  fitliniflv  espi-v,ss  niv  lh;u,ks  f ^r  " 
(li;.l  M,i|.,nill,.|.-.]  tiuLJnriu.nf  inoivlliuii  oiKht v  tli.H.s^in.l  v.!e>' 
-:,  l-i-ibi-  i.Mlo,.,.,„..„t  whirl,  l,i,s  <].-,.|,!y  t..ii<.!Kvl  mv  l,wr; 
,iiul  wlurli  li:,..  if  ]„,-,,ll.l,..  ihriv;is,.d  mv  iilTertiiiti  f..r  ilif  -t.n.i 
nl,l  CummMiiuv,,!!!,.  .m  atlrrti,.!!  Nvilirl,  I  inl..-rit,-d  Inm.  iiu- 
MTirrslTV.  ,in,l  whirli  I  slull  t  lim.sniit  lo  niv  .■liildreTi."  Allu-li" 
l,,„l  „i;u-ImII,-.I  iL.-iii.rlM.s  .innihit   liim  Ik-    rt-mc-inlH.iv.l.     Wiiii 

iImI  Jrlihii.-iM  >-  ulii.l,  , i,.  I,is  ivnt-niti,.!!   vahuihlc.  Iif  tnu-eil 

l,i>  Mi].,„.,(  ,,,  ii-  „>iin-,.>.     "'l-n  iIk-   tni,-  and   ZL-almis  frimi> 
in   ^■.■^^    K,,u1,,m.|.  ^^  l.n  w,Tr    Mul.ly  .slciidl-.st    to    the    liq.uI.lu,.H 

win..   M..|.,.i.i-   ,.>i.|,.    fni.i.    tlieir  nrdinary  vm-alions,    m;..le  inv 

•■■111"'  ll.Mi,  ,-An-.v >l  In   hiyiilly  to  principle  ad.led  tlie  sjji-ciil 

.'niii|,lli,i)'i,i  ,.(  sLiinliii-   ii--  my  ik-i-soikiI   i-epruaeiitativt-s  in  tk 
>li  H'^'jlf  :      .      .      .       tn     fliMl       iiMiTiiificent     cordon     nf    Suies 

iImI.    -n.'t If'„iu    til,'    Innt-lulls  of  the    Alk-ghanies    li>  tlie 

li'ii  ''I' Ii''  I':"  ill'.  —  l-.-£riniiiiiir  with  (Hii..  mid  Hinlin? 
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of  triumph;  to  the  Republicans  of  the  Empire  State  who 
fought  against  foes  from  within  and  foes  from  without,  and  who 
waged  so  strong  a  battle  that  a  change  of  one  vote  in  every  two 
thousand  would  have  given  us  the  victory  in  the  nation ;  .  .  . 
to  that  great  body  of  workingmen  —  both  native  and  foreign 
born  —  who  gave  me  their  earnest  support,  breaking  from  old 
personal  and  party  ties,  and  finding  in  the  principles  which  I 
represented  in  the  canvass  the  safeguard  and  protection  of  their 
fireside  interests,"  he  rendered  special  gratitude ;  but  with  all 
grateful  acknowledgment  for  loyalty  to  jmrty  and  to  himself,  he 
repeated  and  accentuated  the  warning,  which  he  had  many  times 
before  given  from  other  points,  against  the  Southern  force  and 
fraud  which  liad  crushed  out  the  political  power  of  more  than 
six  million  citizens  and  transfeired  it  by  violence  to  the  white 
population  of  the  North,  thus  enabling  the  Southern  white  to 
exert  double  the  political  power  of  the  Northern  white,  —  the 
Southern  Confederate  soldier  to  have  twice  the  political  power 
of  the  Northern  Union  soldier.  These  questions  he  discussed 
with  slight  reference  to  the  present  i)ersonal  defeat,  but  chiofly 
as  bearing  on  the  national  future,  and  closed  with  cordial  good 
wishes  to  the  successful  candidate,  especially  "  that  his  admin- 
istration may  overcome  the  embarrassment  which  the  peculiar 
source  of  its  power  imposes  upon  it  from  the  hour  of  its  birth." 
The  effect  wjis  quick  and  powerful.  Men  went  away  not 
happy,  but  cheered  and  cheerful,  and  the  party  throughout  the 
country  took  up  his  words  as  striking  the  key-note  of  future 
politics,  marking  a  line  of  battle  for  the  next  (jampaign.  From 
all  quartei*s  his  oj)inion  and  advice  were  sought  regarding  past 
and  future,  and  he  gave  clear,  comprehensive,  uninipassioned 
analyses  of  the  chief  causes  of  defeat,  and  the  promising  paths 
to  victory,  l)etraying  no  tniee  of  despondency,  no  sign  of  bitter- 
ness, showing  only  the  elasticity  of  his  temjHirament,  the  buoy- 
ancy of  his  energy,  his  steadiness,  and  liis  strength.  The  wails 
of  disapj)ointment  were  instantly  h)st  in  the  war-cry  for  1888. 
Above  laments  over  ''  the  ci^ass  stujiidity,  tlie  malignant  credulity 
of  the  campaign  "  came  the  call  for  '^  the  coming  man."  Even 
the  chagrined  Irish  leaders  from  New  York  and  Brooklyn  wrote 
while  yet  their  hearts  were  sore,  ''  You  will  l)e  renominated  and 
elected.     We  are  all  for  you,  and  with  a  good  connnittee  will 
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incrcam  your  Iriah  vote  to  ninety  per  cent."  *•  The  Iriah-Araeri- 
uaiu  who  voUid  for  Bkino  «nil  Lngnu  are  being  reorganiied  in 
Protection  Ij'nion^.  We  all  want  yun  in  1888."  "1  cam«H 
victor,  not  aa  vanquiBhccI!  The  solid  I riah-Aiaerican  toI«  • 
Hhattered  and  t-an  never  again  Iw  concentrated  by  the  D«m> 
cratio  party  I  1  duit't  kuuw  one  man,  nor  liavo  I  even  Iteaid 
of  oim.  who  regretA  hw  support  of  you  in  tlie  ruc«ut  caiu[i«upu" 

It  may  \tc  interextiniir  now  to  iviul  that  in  Honolulu  the  eW 
ttun  was  held  with  due  fonnulity  on  Novemlier  4tk.  only  tlioae 
lieing  allowed  to  vole  who  would  hjivc  voted  liad  itiey  beeu  ii 
the  Umt«d  Stales.  A  committee  wiu  ap|>t>inted  to  annauiiai 
the  vote  to  Mr.  Blaine,  and  reported  ttiat  "the  excitemttit 
throughout  tlie  day  was  inteusc;  Mr,  Bhum-'s  ranjority 
3011;"  ttddiitg  the  hope  anil  preiUetion  tliai  he  "  would  l«in( 
the»<>  lands  in  ehtaer  reUtioiishiita  with  (iod'H  coantiy." 

If  lliu  itarty  was  heartened  by  Mr.  Rlainu's  MUNtniiiedandoM 
manding  attitude,  he  was  o>iually  heartened  by  the  KteadfiuttD 
enthustaalic  allegiance  of  the  party  in  defeat.  Never  «■' 
nobler  brotherhood  in  American  politics  thaii  the  splendid  ImB 
of  stroDg  tueu,  from  every  Slate  In  the  Union*  who  stood  hf  Ui 
with  unpImii^riR  friendship,  with  unselfish  devotion,  from  liejii 
iiini;  I.,  ,.n,l.  -  ili,.  l^.^'iiiiiin-  Mtrl.liiiij,'  aluiiir  a  tm.t  nl  iw.-n: 
vral-^.  ll,r  -.„l  .llwilV.  ,}l.-s;n.l,'.  — nil,.  nn-,„aliiiv  sail  Jav.     Tl 
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two  years  of  exclusively  Democratic  administration  from  1893 
to  1895  are  the  .best  comment  upon  Mr.  Blaine's  prescience  and 
prophecy  in  1884. 

The  campaign  over,  the  election  decided,  Mr.  Blaine  went 
back  immediately  into  his  library  and  wrote  the  second  volume 
of  his  "  Twenty  Years  of  Congress."  Treating  of  men  and 
topics  nearer  our  own  time,  it  is,  perhaps,  of  more  fresh  and 
varied  interest  than  the  first  volume.  Its  calm,  almost  severely 
philosophic  tone,  betrays  no  trace  of  the  storm,  tlie  stress,  the 
partisanship  of  the  period  which  it  delineates,  or  of  that  in 
which  it  was  written.  No  sign  of  interruption  or  cynicism 
appears,  while  vast  stores  of  memory  and  extraordinary  powers 
of  arrangement  are  brought  out  most  fully  in  the  swift  and 
condensed  yet  clear  treatment  of  the  subject. 

After  the  completion  of  this  work,  and  in  response  to  an 
emph<itic  demand,  he  gathered  into  a  volume,  "  Political  Dis- 
cussions," papers  and  sjieeches,  in  which  he  had  treated  themes 
of  permanent  interest,  or  important  unsettled  questions.  The 
national  issues  of  the  war,  the  great  measures  of  reconstruc- 
tion, all  the  forms  in  which  the  money  (juestion  j)resents  itself, 
gold,  silver,  currency,  national  debt  and  national  honor,  national 
tariff  and  interstate  free-trade,  the  South  American  policy  in 
all  its  phases  of  reciprocity,  arbitration,  commercial  marine, 
and  shii>building,  the  Peace  Congress  and  the  revocation 
of  the  Peace  Congress,  the  English  policy  as  shown  in  the 
Halifaix  award,  the  Clayton-Hulwer  treaty,  and  the  Irish  ([ues- 
tions ;  the  Hawaiian  policy,  tlie  (liinese  jjolicy,  tlie  presentation 
of  Webster  in  his  true  and  nol>le  attitude  as  an  upliolder  of 
the  national  sovereignty'  ag.iinst  tlie  encroaclmient  of  Stat^ 
sovereignty,  debates  during  and  after  the  electond  canvass, 
and  other  important  i)ai>ers,  are  arranged  witli  regard  iu  tlieir 
impoi*t4ince  to  the  future  interests  and  influence  of  the  United 
Stiites. 

In  188/i  the  Indei)endents  of  New  York,  wlio  liad  evidenced 
as  plainly  iis  their  modesty  i)ermitted  that  it  was  they  who  de- 
feated Mr.  Blaine,  made  a  bold  stroke  for  proof  and  power; 
made,  in  short,  a  vigorous  effort  '••  to  drive  Blaine  out  of  politics." 
A  little  intimidfited  by  tlie  magnitude  of  Independent  claims, 
the  Republicans  sought  to  win  them  to  the  party  ranks,  and 
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ttomiiuled  ivt  Gowmur  u  hiaii  uf  uiicxccptionaljle  chuMteri 
wbo  bad  vot«(]  uj^tiiuit  Mr.  Blaine  in  Uie  coiivientioii  d  18M. 
Tt  wM  forthwith  proclaimed  that  New  York  hod  gone  oier  Ui 
"  the  Mngwum[«."  Mr.  BUin«'«  friuntU  deisired  that  be  he 
inviU><]  into  UiP  ciinvius.  E«i[ieciaUy  the  Irish  leaden  askml  it, 
iiri  thn  itolid  ground  that  he  was  the  one  mati  who  Dould  nciiOK 
}ili«h  the  iniMt  important  object  of  dividtiig^  the  Iri»h  vole.  BiA 
the  l[i<lv[N>nd«nU  would  liEtvu  iionu  of  Mr.  Blaine.  That  would 
».{to\\  tlieir  theorem.  Mr.  Blaine,  they  argueil.  ocvik-d  oiilrt 
ohatigfi  of  COO  vu\mt  tu  win.  'Hie  Mu^'umpx  would  give  10.0M 
vote*,  and  victory  was  fi8.«urud.  'Itiey  would  not  even  aJW 
their  candidate  to  publish  Mr.  Blaine*H  oongralulatory  tulvgrta^. 
on  thu  nomination,  or  his  U-ltar  immediately  following;,  olIeN 
iiig  a»>iiittatK!V.  The  rei^iilt  wag,  that  tliu  Irish  developed 
thenioelvefl  as,  the  real  *' IndependentH."  Tli«  whole  "  Mug- 
wump" [larty  iind  all  ihvir  uontJngvnt —  religious,  politicti, 
pictorial,  and  DenaloriaU  in  violent  activity — coiUd  not  Inng' 
their  candidate's  vote  in  New  York  city  within  15,000  oi  Mr. 
BlainflH  vut«,  and  the  "IndvpemlMnl"  candidate  was 
whelmingly   defeated    hy   his    DeinocnUJti  competitor. 

While  prtwecuting  his  literarv  work,  Mr.  lllain?  wa»  ronstanfl]r 
in    -b'tiNUKl    fur   |>u!,liu   .uvasiniis.      (If   STK:h    :ipp,-;.nm,v   W 
i:,tlu-i-  ,li:irv.  I.ul   |.niili,.;.l  assistanr.'  l,e  Uiue  fri-elv.       Nu  vs 
Ml    ilnlJrsn,,,!    I >is  ,.M.|   l,.ss,.i„.l    tlir    svinp;uli\    lu-lw.-.' 
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doable  purpose  of  helping  to  elect  General  Beaver  to  the  gov- 
ernorship, and  visiting  his  old  home.  His  two  younger  sons 
accompanied  him,  and  various  friends  joined  him  at  different 
points.  A  private  citizen,  a  defeated  candidate,  his  whole  visit 
was  a  royal  progress.  Wherever  he  stopped  it  was  "  Blaine's 
day."  Especially  as  he  approached  Western  Pennsylvania  was 
his  reception  unique  and  thrilling.  He  was  too  deeply  touched 
to  speak  much  of  it  himself,  but  the  coldest  report  represents 
the  homage  offered  him  as  '^  little  short  of  idolatry."  Processions 
and  parades,  soldiery,  and  police  marching  like  soldiery,  clubs 
from  all  the  sun'ounding  communities,  bands  of  music, —  every- 
thing that  could  be  done  to  show  honor,  the  great  State  brought 
to  her  son.  A  vast  throng  of  the  most  respectable  and  orderly 
in  the  twin  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  Alleghany  waited  upon  his 
appearance,  pressed  upon  his  steps,  squeezed  the  guard  against 
his  carriage  and  the  four  white  horses  wherever  they  stopped, 
and  almost  lifted  the  horses  of  the  mounted  escort  off  their  feet, 
in  their  eagerness  for  a  glimpse  of  his  face,  a  grasp  of  his  hand. 
"  I  have  been  a  Whig  and  a  Republican  for  fifty  yeai-s,"  cried  an 
old  mail  crowded  against  the  carriage  wheel.  "  Such  men  as 
j'ou  die  in  the  faith,"  resi>onded  Mr.  Blaine.  "  I  am  sorry  you 
lost  your  vote  on  me." — '*God  bless  you,  I  did  not  lose  it  — 
any  more  than  my  sons  who  died  at  Gettysburg."  "  Blaine ! 
Blaine  !  Blaine  ! "  was  the  cry  along  the  packed  and  well-nigh 
impassable  streets,  and  the  boom  of  cannon  could  not  drown  the 
shouts  of  pers(mal  welcome.  Where  he  was  to  speak,  the  audi- 
ence would  wait  for  no  introduction,  but  cried,  "  Bljiine,  Blaine  ! 
Give  us  Blaine  ; "  and  when  he  rase,  for  fully  five  minutes  the 
crowd  spoke  first,  ringing  out  volume  upon  volume  of  irrepres- 
sible cheers ;  but  when  he  <lid  speak,  they  said  his  voice  was 
worth  ten  thousiind  men  to  the  soldier  candidate.  After  he 
had  s{K)ken,  the  audience  clim1)ed  upon  the  platform  so  irrt^sist- 
ibly  that  to  avoid  danger  the  meeting  was  declared  adjourned, 
and  Mr.  Blaine  was  gi-adually  withdrawn. 

Into  that  crowd  dared  an  old  man  who  had  passed  his  ninetieth 
birthday,  with  eye  still  bright  and  step  still  firm,  Hon.  John  H. 
Ewing,  who  had  come  up  from  Wiishington  to  make  sure  that 
his  beloved  nephew  should  not  slip  by.  But  the  nephew  must 
needs  pass  through  Brownsville,  by  way  of  Klizal)eth,  U)  look  at 
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his  **  Savings  Bank,*'  as  he  called  his  &rm  there,  beneath  which 
lay  his  coal  mines;  and  all  along  the  way  he  was  laviTiiig 
memories,  pointing  out  to  his  sons  the  old  places,  recalling  inci- 
dents and  anecdotes  of  the  old  time,  stopping  to  speak  to  the 
bojrs  and  girls  in  the  school-houses,  who  returned  the  compliment 
by  laying  pennies  on  the  rails  of  the  track  to  be  pressed  into 
souvenirs  by  the  train  that  carried  hiiq  away.  A  little  Uack 
baby  held  up  to  him  for  naming,  he  called  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  at  more  than  one  small  cottage  he  alighted  to  enter  and  to 
greet  an  infirm  old  woman  too  weak  to  move,  who  prayed  to 
take  his  remembered  hand  once  more. 

Brownsville  was  reached,  and  Brownsville  —  I  take  her  own 
testimony,  using  her  own  words  —  was  *^  wild,  delirious,  frantio 
with  delight.  The  entire  population  locked  up  stores  and  hooses, 
and  went  across  the  bridge  that  spans  the  Monongahela  to  the 
railroad  station,  to  meet  its  distinguished  son.  The  quiet  little 
streets  never  saw  such  a  commotion  before.  Flags  waved 
from  every  window.  Every  square  inch  of  the  narrow  side- 
walks was  filled  with  the  moving  inhabitants,  who  overflowed 
into  the  roadway,  and  pressed  close  to  horses  and  carriages. 
A  running  volley  of  cheers  rattled  all  along  the  line  of  march, 
and  if  the  impulse  had  not  been  resisted  by  some  of  the  more 
decorous  citizens,  the  horses  would  have  been  unhitched,  and 
Mr.  Bhiine's  carriage  would  have  been  dragged  by  eager 
hands." 

The  feet  of  material  progress  had  trampled  into  ruins  the 
house  of  liis  birtli  and  the  playground  of  his  boyhood,  but 
the  piilinipsest  wius  clear  to  him.  Five  years  l)efore  he  had 
written :  *'  I  have  nowhere  witnessed  a  more  attractive  sight 
than  was  familiar  to  my  eyes  in  boyhood  from  the  old  Indian 
Hill  farm,  where  I  was  born,  and  where  my  gi^eat-gnmdfather, 
the  elder  Neal  Gillespie,  settled  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  majestic  sweep  of  the  Monongahela  through  the 
foot-hills  of  the  AUeghanies,  with  the  chain  of  mountains  but 
twenty  miles  distant  in  full  view,  gave  an  impression  of  beauty 
and  sublimity  which  can  never  be  effaced.  ...  I  shall  al- 
ways recall  with  pride  that  my  ancestry  and  kindred  wei-e,  and 
are,  not  inconspicuously,  connected  with  its  history,  and  that 
on  either  side  of  the  beautiful  rivt'i-,  in  Protestant  and  Catholic 
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cemeteries,  five  generations  of  my  own  blood  sleep  in  honored 
graves." 

The  river  was  there,  the  beauty  of  wood  and  hill  and  sky. 
The  graves  of  father  and  mother  were  there,  and  old  friends 
still  in  the  living  world  to  welcome  him.  From  Brownsville  to 
Washington  over  the  National  Road,  —  the  same  road  on  which 
forty-five  years  before  he  used  to  walk  out  as  far  Jis  he  dared, 
for  the  glory  and  the  joy  of  riding  home  beside  the  stage-coach 
drivers,  knowing  well  which  ones  would  take  him  up  beside 
them  to  that  place  of  honor.  But  it  is  a  good  half-day's  drive 
to  Washington,  and  the  jealous  present  sometimes  thrust  in 
even  upon  this  thrilling  past ;  and  only  the  Washington  com- 
mittee of  reception  at  Pancake  interrupted  a  spirited  but  entirely 
inappropriate  debate  in  Mr.  Blaine's  carriage  upon  relations  be- 
tween Russia  and  Turkey.  At  Pancake  his  happy  uncle,  head- 
ing the  committee  composed  of  old  college  students  and  the 
present  college  faculty,  took  liim  in  charge  and  bore  him  trium- 
phantly home ;  and  after  dinner  the  young  students  surrounded 
the  house  and  conducted  him  to  the  college.  There,  on  the 
pillared  portico  of  the  only  building  left  from  his  youthful  days, 
surrounded  by  classmates,  he  was  presented  by  one  of  them,  Mr. 
Alexander  Wilson,  to  the  new  Wiishington  that  ()versi)read  the 
beautiful  shaded  green  slope  of  the  campus.  In  the  evening 
Washington  took  its  turn  and  addressed  him  at  a  general  recej)- 
tion  in  the  college  building,  and  later,  at  another  by  the  Literary 
Society,  of  which  he  had  once  been  a  meml)er.  They  brought 
out  the  archives  for  his  scrutiny,  and  he  smiled  down  the  pages, 
recognizing,  "  That  is  Tom  Searight's,"  and  "  Blaine  fined  for 
non-performance,"  —  for  the  young  man  had  always  shrunk 
from  the  formal  delwite,  and  when  it  was  assigned  him,  nearly 
rtlways  chose  ''fine"  to  "' performanee,"  though  he  was  prompt 
when  the  task  was  a  written  essay,  and  ent<»red  readily  —  his 
schoolmates  say  brilliantly  —  into  the  miscellaiitious  delwte 
which  followed  the  regular  performance. 

He  went  to  church  on  Sunday  between  rows  of  waiting  people, 
and  on  Monday  going  with  his  uncle  to  say  good-by  to  the  col- 
lege boys  in  the  college  proper,  the  two  were  presented  by  the 
President:  "On  my  left  is  the  oldest  living  graduate  of 
Washington  and  Jefferson  Collegt*.     On  my  right  is  the  most 
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dutingaiahed  gmduate."  He  gave  his  yoathfal  hetron  a  telk 
full  of  remimscenoes  tender  or  humorouB,  suggeBiioiis  praotioal 
and  otherwise,  which  the  young  fellows  weie  only  too  leady  to 
greet  with  ^  laughter  and  cheers*'*  as  occasion  offered* 

^  In  oar  preparation  here  I  think  we  were  drilled  in  reading, 
in  spelling,  in  geography,  and  in  English  grammar,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  a  very  great  many  modem  college  gradnatas  do 
not  spell  with  absolute  accuracy,  could  not  bound  the  United 
States  in  each  separate  State  with  absolute  accuracy,  could  not 
take  a  blackboard  and  draw  a  map  of  the  United  States,^  fix  the 
latitude  and  longitude  upon  it,  and  bound  each  State.  That  is  a 
very  good  exercise ;  suppose  you  try  it.  [Laughter.]  Do  that  on 
the  blackboard  once  or  twice,  and  you  will  never  forget  it.  It  is 
an  exercise  in  which  many  of  us  were  expert  in  this  college 
thirty-five  or  forty  years  ago. 

**  If  you  should  try  me  in  the  text-books  of  Latin  and  Greek  I 
think  you  would  find  me  deficient.  I  remember  once  when  we 
were  being  examined  in  the  Agricola  of  Tacitus,  a  graduate  of 
Oxford  University,  an  English  rector,  was  present,  and  he 
turned  over  to  De  Marehu  Germanarum  and  said:  *  Read  that.* 
A  member  of  the  class  answered,  *  We  have  not  been  over  it.* 
*'  But,'  said  he,  ^  it  is  I^tin.'  If  you  should  ask  me  to  read  it 
at  sight  to-<lay  I  should  repeat  the  excuse ;  but  I  presume  every 
member  of  the  senior  class  before  me  could  do  it  readily." 

He  closed  as  he  began,  Avith  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  school 
and  the  teachers,  which  was  not  the  mere  compliment  of  pres- 
ence, but  the  often  expressed  sentiment  of  his  life. 

This  journey  ottei's  but  one  of  many  proofs  that  what  was 
inteiKled  to  curse  Mr.  Blaine  .altogether  blessed  him.  The 
American  people  refused  to  l)e  won  away  from  him.  They  said 
he  was  like  the  impregnable  stone  wall  that  stood  higher  after 
it  wa.s  oveiturned  than  when  it  wjvs  erect.  His  face  was  every- 
where known,  his  presence  everywhere  honored.  Ten  years  be- 
fore, when,  upon  liis  entering  the  Supreme  Court  room,  crowded 
at  one  of  the  sessions  of  tlie  Electoml  Commission,  a  member  of 
the  counsel  had  given  Mr.  Blaine  his  own  chair,  Mr.  Hoar  had 
pencilled  a  note  to  General  (lartield,  "  Do  you  suppose  there 
is  any  assembly  in  America  that  Blaine  could  enter,  however 
crowded  it  was,  that  somebody  would  not  instantly  find  a  chair 
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for  him  ?  "  This  specialty  of  attention  never  failed.  The  noble- 
ness of  his  face  and  figure,  his  distinction  and  his  self-uncon- 

• 

sciousness,  could  not  fail  to  attract  attention  anywhere.  "I 
cannot  walk  with  Mr.  Blaine,"  protested  a  friend  in  New  York  : 
"it  is  too  conspicuous.  All  hats  are  in  the  air.  With  the 
policemen  at  the  crossings,  it  is,  '  Shall  I  take  you  across,  Mr. 
Blaine  ? '  "  —  and  to  the  policeman  at  the  crossing  Mr.  Blaine 
was  as  courteous  as  to  the  lady  at  his  side.  Sometimes  more 
so,  for  with  his  close  friends,  even  women,  he  would  not  unfre- 
quently  fall  into  a  brown  study  that  was  blind  to  beauty  and 
deaf  to  music ;  and  they  never  misunderstood  him,  but  amused 
themselves,  perhaps,  with  signalling  his  abstraction  across. the 
table  till  he  came  back  from  his  remoteness,  and  vowed  that  he 
had  never  been  away.  Friends,  it  may  almost  be  said,  he  never 
lost.  Yet  he  was  not  indifferent  in  friendship,  he  was  simply  and 
immeasurably  magnanimous.  He  discerned  and  he  prized  sin- 
cerity, but  he  ^vas  pitiful  to  temptation.  Never,  until  it  was 
inevitable,  and  that  was  so  seldom  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  counted, 
did  he  terminate  friendly  relations.  He  understood  much  that 
he  did  not  notice.  Where  there  was  honest  love  he  remembered 
nothing  else.  Every  one  who  loved  him  could  laugh  at  him. 
His  friends,  his  sons,  his  smallest  child  scoffed  at  his  clothes,  and 
he  simply  and  stoutly  defended  his  clothes.  It  was  de  rigeur  to 
laugh  at  his  hats.  Postmaster-General  Jewell,  rallied  one  day 
on  a  railroad  journey  upon  the  faultlessness  of  his  costume  and 
his  reputed  contract  with  his  hatter,  said  that  he  had  changed- 
that  contract,  and  now  instead  sent  his  hat  every  week  to  the 
hatter.  "  And  what  would  happen,"  asked  his  wife,  "  if  you 
should  chance  to  forget,  and  not  send  your  hat  each  week  to 
be  brushed  ?  "  —  "  Why,"  said  Mr.  Jewell,  gleefully  glancing 
at  Mr.  Blaine  sitting  opposite,  "  it  would  look  just  like 
Blaine's ! " 

But  no  man  could  take  a  real  liberty  with  him.  Perhaps  no 
man  ever  tried  it.  Absolutely  free  from  small  resentments, 
when  he  came  to  the  parting  of  the  ways,  he  was  inexorable. 
No  occasion  could  be  availed  of  to  force  him  into  recognizing  a 
man  whom  he  had  determined  no  longer  to  know.  One  who  had 
lost  in  his  esteem  by  a  course  which  he  was  attempting  with 
partial  success  to  explain  was  pleased  at  finding  himself  not 
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id^iuIbciI,  auil  sakU  **  Then  wc  part  wiUi  the  saute  (rieodlT  ImI 
ing  OS  of  old?"  ^"CorUiuily  noli"  Wina  U*c  uiwxpected  nr[Jj. 
~  \*  «  wdiiuui  iiiinu  [iliritugni[rli«(l  Itim :  wi>  -*  were  alune  Ual 
xUtrmy  evuriiiig,  ilariiig  tn  ainatu.'  ourselveK  with  HunoitiM  ud 
his  platituili.4.  when  thv  fmnl  door  Run^;  rfjien  bi  a  rau  Inen 
Hs  the  iiiirlh-rjut  wiiiil  UuiL  biiwlt>il  liim  in — u  royal,  niQkkiiig, 
uoiili<h>nt,  ypt  soiuvhtiw  oififidm^  t-rcjituro  who  bmaghl  tlu' 
AWG«i>  bikI  swirl  o{  all  oul-doun  in  with  him,  filled  the  liule 
•ImwinK-niutn  with  llie  H[iniy  vij^irtmsly  aiid  uheorfully  shakca, 
fimii  Uie  BtiirTu-hcttprbiit  f\m^  nf  hui  uUtor,  and  hegan  In 
gruttilate  -two  forlorD  woinoti'oii  Ihoir  luck  to  hsviug  hin^ 
iMimu  iliiwti  tiptii)  tiwm ;  orderi'd  nn  0{mn  ttro,  utdk  up  the  oft- 
with  tlu-  ludflt  dtiUghtfu!  uonliality,  act  duwti  one  autlior  and 
]>tit  np  utmthcr  with  a  word,  dii«|>09cd  of  a  whole  or^uiiiciii  witK 
lilt  Htwt-dottt.  and  in  n  getieml  way.  iiol  in  the  \mist  CdOKHons 
lining  anythio^  untict'ulile  or  griing  out  of  his 
({uiUi  hvnrtily  and  wholesomely  and  natumlly  anil  iiili>rablv 
INirvudt;  all  tpiu;*^  Tliiit  atioralJi/  mIiowh  Mr.  Blaiuc." 
tlietic  fieiiaihie.  tnuitwortliy.  in  Uia  <.'»iupntiioiitihiii  with 
he  tlematided,  elicited,  and  gave  the  best.  And  h^ 
n-ward  in  fn<'iid»ihiiiM  vrilivpninjT  many  jovs,  sti»taininf; 

niiiin-  tl,<.uiiniiiiii  ,ni,!  \iiulrinf   l.HS.",  |„ 


..f  ISST.  aflcr  llic  fomi.letion  ..f  hi^  tb:nl 
l"-iiitiiiij:  :i]iy  <.tlu;r  vv.-rk.  ho  \wm  ak...i4 
iwii-iiirriiiii;""  ;is  coiild  Ik.'  nuisterod.  for  iv>:. 
riTii..)!!  iV.irii  all  coiiiplicatidn  in  the  presidni- 
-^s^.  11,.  w;is  ill  London  at  the  time  of  liie 
:nl  111  i,.|ii:iiiif<l  iliiTf  some  weeks  enjounc 
A  liaiii.a  uKwrver  wi'ute  :  "He  eould  bv". 
iiiii>i  iiliEiiit  ilic  ilisi)ositic)n  (if  London  toward 
1  iLill-linur  at  tlie  Duchess  of  Rt.  Alban's 
w.nni'il  In  kiii.w  him."  It  rained  introduc- 
..■    aii.l    li^iiiv  Aud    manner   :is     his  of  . 
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person  worth  knowing.  '  I  don't  know,'  whs  her  answer,  '  but 
he  is  somebody,  and  I  am  going  to  find  out.'  It  does  not  take 
long  for  intelligence  to  circulate  in  a  drawing-room.  There 
certainly  were  people  in  tliat  brilliant  company  to  whom  Mr. 
Blaine's  name  meant  nothing,  for  it  is  not  by  a  knowledge  of 
American  politics  or  personalities  that  London  society,  even 
then,  was  preeminently  distinguished.  But  if  the  name  did 
not  always  interest  them,  the  owner  of  it  did.  The  tall  form, 
the  singular  charm  of  the  face,  the  distinction  of  manner,  the 
intellectual  power  of  the  face  and  head,  the  refinement  of  both, 
the  alert  composure  of  the  expression,  the  sedateness  of  feature 
with  which  the  vivacity  of  the  eyes  contrasted,  and  that  in- 
definable air  of  being  perfectly  at  home  amid  a  throng  of  people 
whom  he  had  never  seen  before  —  all  this  was  remarked. 
.  .  .  He  had  that  cool  self-possession  and  quickness  of 
vision,  and  that  flexibilitv  of  nature  which  are  the  conditions 
of  social  success.  .  .  .He  cai)tivated  jKJople  here  as  he  did 
people  in  Washington  or  in  Chicago."  ''  That  man  burns  like 
a  flame  in  a  crowd,"  said  one  who  had  asked  that  Mr.  Blaine 
Khould  l)e  j>ointed  out  to  him. 

Of  courae  he  could  not  know  what  impression  he  made,  but 
he  retained  impressions  and  made  friendshi[)s  that  were  j)leasant 
and  lasting. 

In  July  he  went  to  Kilgraston,  of  which  he  says  :  "  '  Kilgras- 
ton  '  is  the  casth;  of  Andrew  Carnegie.  '  Bridge  of  Earn  '  is 
the  neighboring  village.  N.B.,  North  Briton,  which  I  am  sur- 
prised to  find  so  often  used  instead  of  Scotland.  We  left  Lon- 
don on  the  7th  of  July,  stopping  three  days  in  Edinburgh  to 
witness  the  ovation  to  Andrew  Carnegie  in  return  for  his  gift 
of  £50,000  for  a  free  library.  Senator  Frye  and  wife  hap- 
pened there,  and  as  Hale  and  wife  were  with  us  we  had  (juite  a 
home  time.  I  got  at  last  thoroughly  fatigued  by  my  ^season  in 
London,'  and  I  concluded  if  I  were  to  realize  the  rest  and  re- 
freshment for  which  mainly  I  came  to  Europe,  I  must  get  to  the 
country,  sleep  o'  nights,  and  have  fresh  air  in  the  day.  Hence  I 
am  here,  within  four  miles  of  the  city  of  Perth.  The  house  is 
quite  litei"ally  a  '  castle,'  —  a  great  stone  structure,  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  feet  in  length  by  seventy-five  in  width,  with  an 
iiinumei*able  array  of  rooms  of  all  possible  description.     There 
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urn  liftccii  or  Hixtotiii  kjibti]  ohHmlK^ra  nft«r  th«  [itntily  an  i^ 
(wvoinmuiUiU^il.  July  27. —Tlie  lire  in  moat  cl«nning.  and  I 
Iwvt]  liut  even  tln^  inio^iiuitiim  of  UloeMH  nitiler  iUi  iuflDiinm.  Nii 
tvo  livM  rould  Im)  mora  in  cciiitrast  ttuui  my  lx>n(U<ii  IJfi;  wA 
the  lift!  htrre.  ...  I  iun  uUcitif^your  receipt  uf  opcu  siral 
the  tnt«  iif  fiiiirNreii  or  tifieiiii  hflurs  a  day." 

Prom  S<t»lliiTid  he  paid  a  aiM>rt  family  visit  to  IreliiDiU  Uienoe 
lo  Htiinlnii);  fnr  thtt  wateni.     'I'livn  a  run   Ui  Vinmia  luiil  Hod*- 
I'esth  aud  back  to  Paria,  where,  on  tliu  mumiu^  id  iHtwmWr 
7,  Prpai<lcnt  Cleveland's  saniiHl  moswagv  t«  Con^nus  sUiUcd 
him  with  n  viitidti   of  victory  fur   Itepiildiciui    principles.     Ha 
could  Kc'.aniely  credit  the  incajfre  reports  in  the  Para  tnai 
journals,  ntad  before  ho  tiad  ri«.>n,  but  tlicj-  were  aubsUntnUy 
oumti^L     Thu  tiitt8Mt^,  iQHving  matters  of  dupiirtraantnl  adoitn- 
ixtnitiori  and  harniimious   [Hilicius,  was   a  pronuiivlKQiunbi  \tt 
free  trado  by  a  [wUl^cal  novicv.     The  |M>liticHl  ex{H)rU  tlu>agti 
abncnt   from   the   country,   Kpmng   to    tli<t    opportiiutty.     IV 
Pmudeiit  bad  iteutralixed  the  power  nf  hiit  own  ]Kirty  by  invit- 
ing an  iflsiie  which  it  had  sedulously  MOuglit  to  avidd.    In  jnjat   ^ 
wving  Dw  ouunUy  broo^b  at  last  to  a  meeting-  in  Um  opMb« 
fir-M  on    llic  iiiifsfion   of   pnitpcMi.n.    Mr.  liliiino    rn.<i-   frnm  IiIh  ^ 
l.r.|.    I....k    M[>  ll.r  .Ihill-Tif.'c.  iiM.l   in   ;.ii    interview  with    Mr.U. 

W,    Si,i;ill<,.     Ihr     ,-,,iir-i I, ■lit     nf     (lie      Nvw     V.nk      Tril-tllK, 

l.iirl    ,„,t     iIm-    ^t..iili.!  m(,     wliirli    ih,'    rui.t.'st     of    ]  SSS  «m>  f..|!.':,l 
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to  Congress  on  the  morning  of  December  5,  printed  in  the  news- 
papei*s  of  America  December  6,  of  Paris  December  7.  Mr. 
Blaine's  reply,  which  Ciune  to  be  called  *' Blaine's  message/' 
appeared  in  the  New  York  Tribune  on  the  morning  of 
December  8. 

On  the  Galignani  despatches  he  had  prophesied  Democratic 
defeat,  and  having  done  his  sliare  to  that  end,  he  went  out  to 
meet  a  dinner  engagement  that  night  with  great  goo<l  cheer. 
A  day  or  two  after,  he  was  at  Havre  to  meet  a  friend  from 
America.  lie  visited  the  artists'  studios  and  l)ought  pictures. 
He  went  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  He  met  Clemenceau 
and  Floquet,  the  SjHiaker,  and  Timrd,  the  Prime  Minister.  He 
talked  with  President  Carnot,  he  visited  Miulame  Carnot  at  the 
ElysiSe,  and  in  the  President's  lx)x  at  the  Opera  Comique  en- 
joyed the  gayety  of  the  scene  and  the  excellence  of  the  acting. 

The  Republican  i)arty  at  home  seem  to  have  been  somewhat 
dazed  by  the  President's  message.  Mr.  Blaine's  voice  was  the 
first  heard,  distant,  yet  prompt,  clear,  and  decided.  The  people 
saw  the  victory  which  he  pointed  out,  but  they  instiintly  de- 
manded that  he  should  le<ad  them  to  it. 

Fi*om  Paris  he  went  to  Switzerland  and  Italy.  He  also 
watched  carefully  all  the  signs  of  the  times.  Many  have 
thought  that  if  he  had  l)een  at  home  he  would  have  felt  the 
popular  current  setting  so  strongly  towards  him  that  he  could 
not  have  resisted.  But  the  current  he  was  most  closely 
watching,  and  which  seemed  to  him  so  importiint  as  to  be 
the  deciding  one,  did  not  set  his  way,  and,  to  avoid  i>arty  con- 
fusion and  disaster  he  felt  it  necessary  to  sj)eak  of)enly.  First, 
however,  he  spoke  privately  to  a  few  friends.  January,  1888, 
he  wrote  from  Florence  to  Mr.  Patrick  Ford : 

I  am  going  to  withdraw  my  name  from  the  list  of  candidates  for  the 
Republican  nomination.  Ever  since  the  result  in  1884  I  had  my  mind  made 
np  to  run  again,  if  called  upon  by  an  undivided  and  unanimous  party,  but 
not  to  run  if  a  contest  were  required  to  secure  my  nomination.  I  did  not 
take  this  ]>osition  from  any  pi<jue  or  pride,  but  because  I  thought  unanimity 
was  required  to  give  me  the  prestige  and  power  for  a  successful  canvass. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  expected  unanimity,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I 
withdraw  without  surprise,  and  certainly  without  regret.  1  feel,  indeed,  a 
certain  sense  of  relief  that  my  party  does  not  decide  to  devolve  the  task 
on  me. 
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Sbrmuui  i*  u  ilobtnnlnoil  c*ndiilai«  Irom  Ohin,  llarri«an  will  I*  rtmll; 
M)  fruni  iDillnnx  oixl  llawlnj  will  lw*«  Ui«  4l«lL'gaik>D  from  Connnbca. 
InilUrMKiiil  (Vinunctjtriil  an>  pfvoUl  StnUw.  aail  lb<i  f-»adidalc  ilwmld  Ml 
Iw  one  that  lltry  krr  nawilling  In  tftvcir  with  ibelr  iiup|>«rt.  1  ksov  j^w 
fricDil«U|>  aufll'.-ieiitl.v  well  lo  bo  BMuroil  Ui»t  thit  nnnoiiaoiiRirai  oil!  Wtj 
Hit  Id  you,  btit  1  am  (urn  that,  im  full  (•onndcrslion,  jml  aiU 
Hftrins  once  bc«n  nuniliMUrd  anil  dcfealad,  1  noal 
■vlMOiAnt,''  ap|M*lhifr  lo  thn  iwrty  t/>  ■-  try  me  a^B." 
4  JiKluon.  «(l*r  good  run^  tti«  Srsi  timv.  w«n!  mimtiiww^f 
I  came  T«r3  ninch  neatv r  tictnrj  ih«n  ellhrr  o[  tlieiii  ia  Al 
lirat  trial,  nnd  oould  ant  ivinseut  hi  auc'vpt  m  ooDitmuiiin  save  fnni 
nnulmoiH  invtjr. 

AM  thin  b.  nf  CQune,  uonliileulial.  I  ■.■erlftlnly  %ha.U  not  pat  mj 
plaiMliua  In  my  leUor  of  wItJiilnwal,  Mve  tbat  tfa«  ruKMitu  are  ■-  ppm 
to  tnywlf." 

1  oannui  clow,  my  ituftr  Mr.  Fonl,  without  aaylng  tu  you  hnw  ptnlomfif 
I  apprwUlo   ydur  uiinolllah  friend iilii p.     Tlia  ixiiiti^nl   of   IMM.  wiDi 
ihlDjEit  lliat  wern  pdnful  iu  ii,  wum  li);ht«ned  a.nd  rrlinvrd  by  tim  m 
tlon  of  DiiH  «ucli  frieod  a*  yoii.    Our  joint  Interest  In  public  aAtlrewJILl 
nm  Burv,   rontinup.     My  kinil«»l  iVgHrd  lo  your   liroUiv: 
Hitlatnlion  in  Austin ;  my  dovotcid,  unchanging  friendaliip  fur  you. 

JaDiimy   25  h«  luldrtHMvU  Ute  ohaimuui    of  the  KepubGsq 
Natinnal  Oommitten,  Mr.  B.  F.  Jonca; 
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From  Florence  to  Rome  and  Naples,  and  the  dead  cities; 
then,  foi-saking  railroads,  driving  along  the  shores  and  hills 
of  Amalfi  and  Salerno  and  Vietri ;  along  Spezia  and  Sestri 
to  Genoa  and  Savona,  and  San  Remo  to  Nice,  and  by  rail- 
road again  to  Avignon  and  Lyons  and  Paris,  —  to  find  that 
his  letters  had  not  prevailed.  As  for  eliminating  himself  from 
the  political  problem,  he  might  as  well  have  stayed  at  home. 
Men  whose  hearts  had  been  set  now  for  a  dozen  years  upon  his 
presidency,  and  men  who  had  but  just  begun  to  desire  it, 
were  equally  engaged  in  explaining  away  his  words,  plead- 
ing that  they  were  not  determinative,  declaring  that  they 
should  not  be  conclusive.  He  had  taken  a  wide  and  absorbing 
personal  part  in  the  canvass  of  1884.  Now  men  wrote  and 
cabled  and  wrote  again  that  he  should  not  write  a  letter  or 
speak  a  word  or  spend  a  dollar  or  lift  a  flnger.  Circumstances 
had  so  changed  that  it  was  not  necessary.  They  assui'ed  him 
that,  once  at  home,  he  would  see  and  feel  the  change.  All 
they  asked  was  that  he  should  not  lift  a  linger  against  it,  but 
sit  still  in  Bar  Harbor,  and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord. 

His  answer  was  the  same.  First,  as  before,  he  wrote  to  some 
friends  privately : 

With  a  heavy  heart,  for  of  all  the  trials  of  my  life,  the  hardest  is  to 
dissent  from  the  judgment  of  trusted  friends  and  act  contrary  to  their 
wishes  and  hopes. 

But  !is  in  this  world  and  in  the  next  every  man  must,  in  the  end,  stand 
or  fall  to  himself  alone,  I  must  announce  to  you  that  I  cannot  consent  to  be 
a  candidate  for  the  presidency. 

My  Florence  letter  was,  in  my  own  mind,  a  formal  and  final  with- 
drawal from  the  presidency.  It  has  been  accepted  as  such  by  thousands  of 
my  best  friends.  Candidates  have  come  before  the  people  who  would  not 
have  been  there  but  for  my  action.  I  cannot  now  stop  to  take  any  subse- 
quent developments  and  change  of  circumstances  into  account.  I  must 
keep  my  faith  and  pledge,  as  I  understand  that  open  faith  and  implied 
pledge  to  have  been  given,  and  by  many  to  have  been  accepted. 

It  gives  me  the  deepest  pain  to  write  these  words  —  not  on  my  own 
account,  but  because  of  the  disappointment  it  will  bring  to  my  dear  and 
cherished  friends. 

Pray  do  not  differ  with  me;  I  act  under  the  pressure  of  convictions 
irresistibly  strong.  Do  not  deem  me  ungrateful  or  insensible  to  the  devoted 
friendship,  the  intensely  cordial  support,  the  affectionate  help  you  have 
brought  to  me. 
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On  H&y  17  he  wroU  from  Pario  to  Mr-  Wliitelaw  RtH.  «diw 
i)(  ihu  N«w  Viirk  TribiiiMs  forimblioatton: 

I'Anni.  M»;17.1Bn. 
SInni  my  rotirm  to  Parii  (roin  Soatfaern  ILiUy.  the  4lti  liM..  I  tau. 
)<|]BMil  (wtiat  I  illil  nut  bellovD)  Ifakl  mjr  nuuu  iu»v  yd  be  pmwalri  K 
ib^MUo'uil  cMiDVBntifin  tu  a  iiMididUe  for  tho  presldciiUitl  nomiiuiliia  4 
ttillUpMbliom  pul>.  A  bUi^«  plinM  ul  my  luUur  of  jMnwrr  U,  fnA 
TiArancn  (which  wiu  dccwin  af  nvarylhing  1  hwl  petsons)  pawnrbk 
ciilt^),hu  buxh  trnklnlby  tonio  of  my  atotf  valued  friood*  m not  alodiii^ 
ontwtluxivp  to  tiliimntn  imd  piMNibhi  eontingMtcieB.  On  Um  nUm'  IIh( 
tliore  nrv  mitup  wjuiUly  devoted  ud  dUMeraMMl  pvrsom  wito  ban  m 
Htmnd  mj-  letter,  w  it  alioHld  Lc  DrniBtnicd,  to  be  mi  ununnilltioiial  iriilidnud 
af  m;  muDc  from  Uiu  uubual  (ytiivoiitiitn.  I'boy  hnvv.  In  oonae 
givtvn  thalr  i>np|>ort  to  pmiuont  gontlnmnn  who  oro  camlhtaiM  tor  Ik 
fhicapi  numinntino.  Mime  of  wlioni  would  iiul.,  I  tun  Min-,  havn  nMMnU 
■•mini*  U)>t  [HMliiiii  If  1  hwl  ilctilrmt  to  mprr«vni  Uip  t'^rty  iu  the  pnri 
liKlunnUuttof  1WU*.  If  I  iihoiildiHiw,  byapM-cborby  sllttnop.  liyc«nunia 
or  uiiilMJun,  pcniiil  my  name.  In  luiy  cvoBt,  looonin  bcfuru  tJia«HtTM 
I  nhould  Inuiir  the  ri-|irMKh  of  being  ancamltfl  wjili  tfaiiM:  who  bam  *li 
bonn  canilid  with  mv.  I  ■{■uili,  thervfitru,  bitc(uiK(i  I  am  not  willinc  li 
main  In  a  doiihtful  atllttidc.  I  un  not  willing  to  be  thu  causa  ot  mill 
lag  K  iilBgl«  inaii  auoog  the  inllllona  who  lutve  given  iu«  tfaair  aril 
iihclOip!r(v>nH.IfTn-o.    I  nm  m>I  wiHitirr  ihnl  ,>voii  ..nr  of  my  fMithfol  anw 


nf   lliixiKimls  ..f   ihr-r  iiiIh'    iiiijivr-ii.ii   1(.,>ti    J    |,:„!    „ol    l„.en   fnv  W 

in(lii'.'.tiiiti,  ;iihl  tin  r.>foi..  1  •■•■\M  iioi  ur.rpt  ii  ,v\  nil.      "n,,,  misrci-iv-^M. 
li.rii^.il    iiiiilki'  liMVr   ,>M    \n.|;;lir,  l.ill    111,.'  jllsl   «li>].||.i..s,m>    nf   iiu"  f|■iL■rKl^  I 

""iM  iulu..,(K  .-i.luiv.      ... 

■lAMF.*  v..   Ill  ,m 
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itm    M.nui.    nl   Tn.ln,.    kind's,    hmvlimg    uihI.t     V..M--tm.>    wbL 

niiulM    li..^-   (..■rii    III. vs  tl,;it   l->tlii^l'e.l  (V.s;u',   iJM.ler  tW -xi- 

..|  I'.iifln-li  |lnii-.r  Us  Sliitiif.mi  ti.wi!.  i.ii  UtL-  Iiills  iif  tlie','ivM 
W'luli'  llucii  nr  iif  till'  LiiiiiiiuTiminrs.  ill  bitttle-tieliis  nf  Yi>ri 
-■i\u\    I.. ,.-t.r Il,'  lunks 'if  the  Tweed,  and    ,.    liul^— '>MI' 
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ining  the  gold-wire  hair  of  St.  Cuthbert  in  Durham.  Mr. 
Blaine's  elder  sons  were  in  attendiinee  to  defend  their  father's 
wishes,  which,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  were  not  their  own. 
*'  On  the  oi)ening  day,"  said  Mr.  Tlmrston,  a  delegate,  "  I  rode 
to  the  convention  door  with  Walker  and  Emmons  Blaine ; 
both  sti-ong,  vigorous,  splendid  men."  There  was  need  of  a 
firm  hiind,  for  the  l)ent  was  all  one  way.  ''  Boys,"  said  Mr. 
Elkins  to  them  in  despair,  "  it  viust  come."  *"  It's  no  matter 
whether  Blaine  wants  the  nomination  or  not:  we  want  him," 
was  the  popular  voice  in  the  convention. 

'*  Blaine,  Blaine,  James  (y.  Blalue, 
We've  had  him  once. 
We'll  have  him  again," 

was  the  chanted  shout  outside.  ''  Mr.  Blaine  has  made  the  issue 
for  the  campaign  ;  we  are  going  to  win  on  it.  If  he  were  here,  if 
he  knew  tlie  exact  state  of  things,  he  would  lead  us.  lie  must. 
No  man  is  big  enough  to  set  iiside  the  voice  of  the  Republican 
party."  It  was  witli  difficulty  that  the  convention  could  be 
held  from  nominating  him  on  Saturday  and  adjourning,  leav- 
ing with  Mr.  Blaine  the  responsibility  of  rejecting  the  nom- 
ination. 

This  pressure  was  telegraphed  to  him  in  Edinburgh,  but  no 
one  telegraphed  that  the  ''determined  caixlidates"  had  with- 
drawn, and  Mr.  Blaine  could  make  but  the  same  reply.  '*  To 
Boutelle  and  Manley,  (Chicago  :  Earnestly  reijuest  my  friends  to 
respect  my  Paris  letter ; ''  and  later  in  the  day,  as  the  imixutu- 
nity  inci'cased,  to  the  same  men,  ''  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  ask 
my  friends  to  i*espect  my  wishes  and  refrain  from  voting  for 
me.     Please  make  this  and  the  former  dcsi)atch  public." 

These  political  allies  and  devoted  friends  would  have  done 
anything  for  Mr.  Blaine  excei)t  disi-egard  his  wishes.  With 
heavy  hearts  they  communicated  their  unwelcome  tidings  to  the 
convention,  and  in  the  ruins  of  the  palace  at  Linlitligow,  where 
Margaret  Tudor  had  cradled  her  Stuart  son  for  liis  stormy  throne, 
a  despatch  was  brought  to  him  announcing  the  nomination  of 
Harrison. 

At  Cluny  a  short  three  weeks  of  stirring  out-door  life  and 
pleasant  July  hearth-iires  in  the  evening,  then  London,  Liverpool, 
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and  home.  It  might  haye  heen  that  Mr.  Blaine's  steady  refusal 
of  the  oandidaoy  should  have  been  resented  by  those  who  had 
so  warmly  proffered  it.  But  the  vision  of  an  intelligent  people  is 
often  insight.  They  discerned  instantly,  instinctively  hia  high- 
heartedness  and  met  it  with  noble  appreciation.  From  all  parts 
of  the  country,  in  dubs,  in  delegations,  in  mass,  the  people  went 
to  New  York  to  receive  him,  and  gave  him  such  a  welcome  home 
as  only  free  men  can  give  to  the  man  they  delight  to  honor.  The 
^^  City  of  New  York,"  in  which  he  had  sailed,  was  a  new  ship, 
and  her  arrival  was  delayed  some  days.  Many  were  not  aUe 
to  wait  over,  but  though  some  were  thus  disappointed,  in  the 
crowd  no  one  could  be  missed.  Mr.  Murat  Halstead  reported 
to  the  Blaine  club  of  Cincinnati,  August  18 : 

^^  I  had  the  honor  to  be  your  representative  at  the  reception  of 
James  6.  Blaine  in  New  York  harbor  and  city  last  week«  and  of 
presenting  to  him  your  address  of  welcome.  .  .  .  You  will 
be  glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Blaine's  personal  appearance  contra- 
dicts in  the  most  satisfactory  way  the  sinister  stories  that  have 
been  industriously  and  continuously  circulated  about  his  health. 
'  He  is  not  a  man  you  would  think  fitted  for  immediate  service 
as  a  rail-splitter  or  in  a  railroad  iron  mlling-mill,  but  he  is 
erect,  bright,  quick,  alert,  crisp,  and  sparkling.  I  have  never 
seen  his  eyes  shine  as  they  did  when  he  sprang  from  the 
shadow  of  the  British  to  that  of  the  American  flag,  clearing  a 
space  of  about  four  feet  in  doing  so.  He  is  a  man  of  singular 
combination  of  strength  and  delicacy  in  liis  physical  organiza- 
tion, and  it  is  to  this  rare  association  of  qualities,  giving  at  once 
sensitiveness  and  endurance,  tliat  we  are  indebted  for  the  facul- 
ties, the  capacities,  tliat  make  up  the  man  whase  influence  has 
been  so  remarkable,  and  whose  popularity  is  a  phenomenon. 
He  is  of  fine  responsive  sensibilities.  There  is  nothing  on  earth 
or  in  the  air  that  does  not  tell  him  something.  .  .  .  He  is  like 
an  instrument  of  music  tliat  a  hreatli  moves  to  melody,  and  is 
in  tune  for  any  breeze,  and  yet  he  is  tenacious,  goes  on  with 
patient  strengtli,  and  weara  like  steel.  There  never  was  a 
more  delightful  family  reunion  than  that  of  the  Blaines  on 
the  "  Laura  M.  Starin,"  the  boat  tliat  met  the  splendid  steamer 
"  City  of  New  York  "  just  as  she  came  in  sight  of  her  namesake 
city.     The  tliree  sons  had  not  met  their  parents  and  younger 


BIOGRAPHY    OF   JAMES    G.    BLAINE.  609 

sisters  for  fourteen  months,  and  in  their  tender  and  joyful 
greetings  they  forgot  the  surrounding  multitude,  and  heard 
not  "  Home  Again  "  by  tlie  band,  and  the  wild  acclaim  of  the 
fog-horns.  There  was  soon  a  rush  for  the  cabin,  and  there  the 
president  of  the  Blaine  club  of  New  York  made  an  eloquent 
address  .  .  .  and  there  never  was  a  moi*e  sympathetic  audi- 
ence than  that  wliich  crowded  the  boat.  Mr.  Blaine's  reply 
was  in  conversational  tones,  and  his  short  sentences  were  spoken 
with  the  i>erfect  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  a  gentleman 
gives  his  opinion  to  three  or  four  friends;  and  each  word  was 
recorded  by  a  score  of  busy  pens,  and  all  civilized  men  have 
read  them,  for  the  wires  that  are  now  wound  alx)ut  the  world 
convey  daily  messages  to  all  the  nations,  and  Mr.  Blaine's 
words    had  a  meaning  for  all  men." 

They  had  a  deliglitf  ul  meaning  to  Walker,  wild  with  the  long 
waiting  after  long  absence,  and  the  completed  joy  of  meeting ; 
for  in  all  the  commotion  his  father  found  space  to  say,  "  We 
will  never  be  separated  again."     And  they  never  were. 

Mr.  Blaine  entered  upon  election  work  even  l)efore  going 
home,  and  continued  it  in  Maine  till  after  her  State  election; 
then  in  the  West.     At  the  heiglit  of  the  campaign  he  wrote : 

Eli-S WORTH,  Me.,  Sept.  1,  1888. 

Mr  DEAR  Mr.  Phelps  and  mv  dear  Mr.  Hitt: 

It  is  reported  in  the  \V:ishiiigton  despatches  that  the  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  will  support  the  bill  giving  to 
President  Cleveland  all  the  power  he  asks  in  his  message  to  enable  him  to 
embarrass  tlie  conmieR^ial  intercoui*se  between  the  Canadian  Government 
and  the  United  States.  Fi*om  an  expression  of  Mr.  Phelps,  quoted  in  the 
New  York  Tribune,  I  infer  that  this  is  to  be  done  on  the  tlioor}'  that  you 
will  keep  loading  President  Cleveland  with  power  to  right  tlie  wrong  of 
the  fisheries,  with  the  confident  expectation  that  he  will  oblige  us  by 
making  no  effort,  and  thus  will  fall  more  and  more  under  popular  disfavor. 
Are  you  quite  sure  of  your  ground  ?    Pniy  l(K)k  at  the  situation. 

The  popular  tide  is  at  present  running  heavily  against  him.  The  upris- 
ing on  behalf  of  protection  threat4ms  to  distance  him  in  the  race,  lie 
seeks  for  a  new  issue.  He  is  ashamed  to  use  the  powers  of  retaliation, 
which  he  has  neglected  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He  wishes  to  discredit 
them,  to  make  the  people  believe  that  he  has  never  had  any  proper  power 
of  retaliation  in  his  hands,  to  convince  the  people  that  Uie  Republicans 
have  been  humbugging  on  the  fish(;ry  question,  and  have  only  given  him 
the  semblance  and  not  the  substance  of  a  retaliation  measure,  and  that  now 


Ill  his  piv-soiu  |Mi<titiiiii.  ihi'  I*n'SMl«*nl  is  npoii  to  ih»»  k#»i»ni' 
wi':i|Miii<.  —  hiiii'iili'.  1  li:iv«*  \ievn  on  the  stiinip,  (*<)titiniiiii 
iii(*^'»:iir«*.  ami  i-:iii  ti-stify  th:it  tht*  disappnibatiiui  f>f  his  |m)s 
aihtiriiifs  i<  :ih<filut4'ly  iinaiiimoiiA,  so  far  :ls  I  o;in  jiiil;;!*.  ^ 
hy  this  siiuiily  on  tht*  part  «>f  K«*piil)li«-ans.  The  Democr 
«Miiharr:iss«*«l  hy  his  s«»iii«'rsaiilt  than  I  (roiild  easily  <les4rril>o.  If 
whiTi*  hi*  now  is  \w  will  Ih^  inevitalilv  beaten  hadiv  in  Novel 
!Si-piilili<'an»>  in  (*on;:ri*ss  approve  his  )>ositinn.  Iiy  ;v'ivin^  hi 
tiiiM  :i>ki-il  for.  hi^  pn'sti«r»'  Jin«l  power  lH»fore  tin-  iNH>plo 
moii'*iv  iniTf.'isitl.  It  will  etfet't  thimsands  of  votes  in  tl 
shonlil  Im*  provfil  that  the  Ui'puhlirans  in  lM>th  Houses  of 
ri*:i<l\  to  ri'siHMitl  ti»  the  i>\trai»rilin:irv  ileniand  of  the  iVesiilexi 
our  r:iilwa\  frath*  with  Canaila.  If  yon  are  not  ivaily  to  o| 
alto;:i-tlifr.  why  not  put  thi^  anienihni*nt :  Thai  ihc  new  ]m>\! 
tion  ^h:ill  n<it  he  ummI  until  that  already  pfi'anttM]  shall  1h^  pn 
wholly  ini'lVfcdvf.  and  that,  in  any  event,  it  shall  not  he  i 
months  ul'trr  notice  is  ;;i\rn  to  Kn(j;lantl  of  the  formal  abn 
'J'.Mh  Artirh'  of  tin'  Tn-atv  of  Wa^hin^on. 

1  iln  Mill  siii:;;r<>t   tlii'sc  anii-ndinriits  as  desirable,   but   tin 
lii-tlrr  tliMii  to  suppitit  tilt*  hill,  and  as  they  would  (HMtainly  I 
till*   I»«'nio»iat'i.   tiny   nii;rlit   only  1m»  otleret!  t«»   fortify  tlie 
position  in  oppi>sinir  tin'  main  proposition  of  the  IVesiil«Mit. 
tinn-.  1  tliink  inHin*a>iir:iitly  tin'  stron;rest  ^^iituinl  is  to  tn-at  t 
nn-<«'<:iL'^i'  :i'*  tin'  <':inip:ii;^n  )lnd;;t' «if  a  eandidate,  h:inl-pn.*sse 
III!  wliiili  In-  i>  Im:Ui'ii   iM-fmi'  tin*  peopli*.  all   the  more  disast 
lii-i-rin^i'  In-  tnn'rd  tin'  i^^ni'  liini'««'lf.     I   think  W(*  hav«*  all   tli 
iMu-  Ii.iihN  fi»r  pn«^hini:  him  ovit  the  pnn'ipiee,  and   if  w«»  .st< 
iIh-  '/iiiund  tli;it   I  In-  main   i-sm.  is  prolii'tion   v<  rsus  free  I  rath 
hi-    >liM\\  n    liim>.i'lt'    iiH-onipi'ti'nt    to   tical   with    tht*    tislierv 
\\li«>ll\    nnwitlini:    to    usf    ;my    iiistnnn<>ntaliti(*s   in    his    ptiwi 
juilh  ioii-  -riili-Mn-iti,  tli:it  In*  li:is  im  ri;;ht  to  ask  for  any   ot 
■•.:■"■■■■    i!.  "I  ii.il-    t'lit    iM'tliintr  iiniri'  In-  floii,-    i.n 
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Postscript  in  his  own  handwriting : 

My  dear  Friends: 

If  the  foregoing  has  some  long,  involved  sentences,  pray  remember 
that  that  is  the  peculiar  vice  of  dictation.  But  I  hope  you  can  spell  out 
my  meaning. 

I  deem  the  point  of  inexpressible  importance.  See  Mr.  Kasson^s  con- 
currence in  my  views  on  next  page. 

Mr.  Hitt  and  Mr.  Phelps  were  at  one  with  his  aim,  inade  no 
mistiike,  and  the  undesired  bill  never  matured  to  legislation. 

A  journalist  of  the  other  pai-ty,  who  was  on  the  Western  trip, 
says: 

"  In  one  sense,  all  the  meetings  of  that  trip  were  alike,  because 
at  all  of  them  there  was  the  same  great  outpouring  of  the 
people  to  see  and  hear  and  worehip  Blaine ;  the  same  adoration 
on  the  pai-t  of  his  followers  and  admirers,  and  the  same  interest 
on  the  part  of  those  who  differed  with  him  upon  i)olitical 
principles. 

**  But  it  was  in  Indiana,  perhaps,  among  the  Iloosiera,  who  are 
bom,  raised,  and  die  in  an  everlasting  jMilitical  maelstrom,  that 
the  most  interesting  scenes  were  witnessed,  and  that  Blaine 
himself  was  seen  at  his  truest  and  heard  at  his  I)est. 

"  Whether  at  Indianapolis,  Evansville,  Jeflfersonville,  Green 
Castle,  Lafayette,  or  at  the  historic  Iwittle-ground  of  TipiK^canoe, 
Blaine  astonished  liLs  hearei-s  with  his  knowledge  of  the  history 
and  resources  of  each  locjility.  It  wjis  this  display  of  the 
knowledge  of  their  own  home  aflfaii-s  that  so  endeared  Blaine  to 
the  common  jKJople,  and  made  the  inhabitants  of  each  town 
believe  he  had  made  an  esjHicial  study  of  their  own  home  lives 
and  industries." 

The  truth  Ls  that  he  always  made  sjKfcial  studies,  ('aught  the 
truth  in  things  current,  and  presented  it  with  a  picturesque 
brevity  that  is  the  soul  of  wit. 

To  a  great  throng  he  began  : 

"  I  have  carefully  read,  this  morning,  the  speech  delivered 
last  night  in  your  city  by  the  lion.  Roger  Q.  Mills,  Chainnan  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and  i-eputed  author  of  the 
*  Mills  Bill.'  And  I  can  confess  I  was  very  greatly  surprised, 
for  I  found  that  Mr.  Mills  was  laboring  all  through  his  bill  to 


ciMit.  [ApplauM:.]  Why,  these  niscuUy  pnitecti 
stoh'ik  fi»rty-8<*ven  rliicktMis,  uiul  we  liuiirst  Deiiiucr 
jiwuv  willi  f(»rtv-t\v<), —  fortv-two  uiid  a  half. 
Jtikiiii^  iisith',  geiith*iiuMi,  it  shows  tliat  the  Doinoci*: 
WsLshiii^tnii,  wlieii  they  hud  ii(»t  yet  lieanl  from 
w'vvv  eager  und  iinxinus  ti)  destroy  the  {m>teetive  pi 
now  they  a IV  teiiftdd  inon;  euger  and  anxious  to  ] 
|ii»n|ile  of  Indiana  that  they  have  not  destroyed  it/* 

*'  K«ir  thn'e  iiioiitlis/*  sjiys  another  writA*r,  ^'  I  w;i 
of  Mr.  I>laine*s  private  ear  during  the  nieniorahle 
1SM4.  I  never  saw  sneh  emwds  U*fore,  nor  liave  I  s 
erihtrs  of  fifty  thousand  wen^  common.  II«)sts  of  < 
thousand  were  not  unusual.  Acres  ii[H>n  aieivs  of  { 
pack  in  together  and  wait  witli  st<did  {Nitience  for  ] 
Ut  sec  liini.  At  his  pivsenee  a  cry  would  ^«>  up  si 
freir/.\  i>f  enthusiasm  as  to  Ih»  always  tlirilliujr/' 

His  s)N'ech  at  th(*  Polo  (iroun<ls  in  SeptenilH*r  was 
pamphlet  form,  and  with  the  HiiNiklyn  and  Maclisun 
(h-n  adih*(*sses  wasc(»n.sidereil  decisive  as  li«)hlin^  tlu*  e? 
vote  which  had  Urn  already  drawn  from  thr  Denioer 

To  M.: 

AUiSUSTA,  J 

.  .  .  A  «r<^*><l  tire  is  lila/.in;;  in  thosittingf-room,  but  it  is 
)|ii:ito  to  \hv  (IciiKiiiiN  i>r  tlie  (i(i'a>i(in,  which  aiv  met  liy  the 
t:iiit^  with  )Mi:il-iin-s  in  furnuiTS.  .  .  .  Your  dear  ilai 
S:iim-il:i\   at'ti-rni>nn   in    UW    *innun«*r  suit,  thin  shoes  with  si 


BIOGRAPnr    OF   JAMES    G,    BLAINE,  618 

the  ^me  buried  cities.  Your  dearest  dad,  who  is  the  bright  particular  star 
generally,  paled  his  ineffectual  fires,  and  on  the  lambent  and  attenuated 
pathway  of  a  steel  pen  was  fain  to  gaze  upon  those  hidden  cities  whose 
names  his  ears  were  not  quick  enough  to  catch,  so  that  all  my  beautiful 
**  Augusta,  Maine,^^  paper  I  find  written  over  with  Shiphard-like  tes- 
timony to  this  effect:  "Thou  art  sour,  O  niediseval  jackass!"  —  **  O 
gambolling  kitten,  there^s  a  rat!  O  gambolling  kitten,  catch  that  rat!'^ 
—  **  Stop  this  infernal  music!  Open  —  Hag,  Enough  !  "  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure—  and  it  was  a  pleasure,  since  it  was  for  him  —  of  packing,  before  ' 
breakfast,  three  hampers  of  lunch  for  Emmons  to  take  on  the  '*  Circe  " 
with  him.  .  .  .  We  found  your  father,  who  always  rises  to  the  occa- 
sion of  an  imaginary  peril,  wisely  skipping  the  real  ones,  with  Mr. 
Treseott  and  Orville  in  the  library,  the  ex-envoy  smoking,  of  course, 
all  the  gas  lighted  in  that  room  and  the  billiard  room,  all  the  draughts 
quenched,  but  all  three  perfectly  happy,  and  not  aware  of  their  stifling  pur- 
gatory till  I  had  moved  them  into  the  heaven  of  the  pure  air  of  the  parlor, 
where  they  failed  to  find  the  thread  of  their  talk,  and  wandered  wretchedly 
to  and  fro.  Mem.  —  Never  to  disturb  people  who  are  unaware  of  the  defects 
of  the  surroundings.  Full  bowls  will  not  bear  moving.  If  you  joggle  the 
milk  the  cream  will  not  rise.  These  are  not  Poor  Richard's,  but  are  wortliy 
him.  ...  I  had  a  letter  yesterday,  written  at  Venice  on  the  fourth, 
which  I  read  to  Emmons  sitting  with  me  on  the  porch,  and  to  your  father, 
sitting  in  the  library.  You  can  imagine  the  key  to  which  my  voice 
was  pitched,  especially  as  the  lounge  on  which  the  pater  was  sitting 
brought  his  deaf  ear  outside.  ...  I  have  been  interrupted  to  listen  to 
the  article  on  S.  A.,  which  the  pater  is  now  writing,  and  which  is  very 
good,  both  in  what  it  does  and  does  not  say. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  John  J.  Creswell : 

Washington,  August  1,  1882. 

1  am  just  ill  receipt  of  your  kind  note  of  the  28th  ult.,  and  now  derive  a 
new  pleasure  from  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Walker  Blaine  to  the  position  of 
assistant  counsel  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  before  the  Court  of  Com- 
missioners of  Alabama  Claims,  since  1  know  that  his  selection  is  a  source  of 
gratification  to  you. 

My  intercourse  with  your  son  since  his  late  arrival  in  Washington  has 
been  (julte  intimate,  and  I  am  already  enabled  to  a.ssure  you,  of  my  own 
knowledge,  that  you  need  not  suffer  a  moment's  anxiety  with  respet^t  to  his 
dili<^ence  or  efliciency.  He  is  fully  competent,  not  only  to  meet  my  largest 
expectations,  and  to  achieve  an  honorable  success  for  himself,  but,  in  addi- 
tion, to  render  most  important  services  to  tlie  government  and  the  public. 

To  M. : 

August  2. 1882. 

You  must  not  think  that  I  cherish  any  antagonism  towards  Arthur.  I  do 
not  in  the  least.     He  is  light-weight,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  sink  the  scale 


\ 


all  iiniiit*iis«*aiiiniiiit  nf  wiirk,  with  wiiirli  he  liiad«*<l  the  niAils  i 
:iiii|  in  the  :ift4*riiiMin  ^ttX  aw:iy  himself  to  Ky«\  i  I  ami  1  ton,  fo 
|N>i-h:i|i<  S:ir:itn^:i.  .  .  .  Ami  I  :uii  the  t*iiil)lem  of  autliorit 
till*  nifiu  if  tin  of  th«'  hoiiso,  the  ht>!«tes9  when  L-oinpany  cho< 
mill  till*  iii(»th«*r  nt  iiiy  tlclit^litt'iil  chihiren. 

To  Mr.  lUtiiiic,  from  Walker: 

Wasiiingti>n.  Allgl 

I  WH'N  ill  lo-fl:iy  for  :i  nionuMit  to  sei*  Hemlersou,  the  S(H.*rGta 
piildif.'iii  Coiiiri-fssion.il  ('oiiiniittcc,  who  st*eiiie«l  not  a  littli* 
hf  li:ii|  not  r<><-«-iv4Ml  a  r«*|ily  to  a  l('tt«*r  whii-li  he  h:ul  written 
tiiiH*  «*iiH>t%  with  ri'lfiviii***  to  your  takin«^  part  in  ih<*  ]K>Iiti(^il  < 

Till*  <  'alifnriiiu  {it'iiplc  ai\>  «!\truni('ly  anxious  that  y\n\  shfiiiU 
:iiiil  a  Iar;ri*  ilt'lt'<;atioii  of  citiztMis  of  IMaware  were  in  tow 
ralli-il  ii|M»ii  lli*ii«ltTSftii.  They  nrc  extivniely  anxious  that  you 
I  me  speech  in  I  Delaware.  ...  1  told  liini  that  you  ha<l  iloi 
of  that  eharaeier  tlian  aiiylMNly,  ami  <l«*sorve«]  your  leisure  ;  hul 
Milieititiis.  ami  1  pn>iiii<e«l  liiin  to  write  y<>n  At  onre,  ami  said  1 
aiitee  a  reply.     !><'    send    me  a  letter  that  I  eaii    show    him, 

p<»s<ili)e. 

ir.  in  ()rtn!»er,  you  e<»idd  make  om*  s|K»eeh  in  I>elnware,  an 
( 'alil'ornia  ami  make,  >ay.  four  spiMM'lies,  I  am  sure  it  woul 
favfir  t«i  liiin.  Vnii  I'milii  ;;o  liy  tlie  Southern  Piurifie  ami  reti 
wav,  and  Mni  run  Id  ari*aii<r*'  voiirspetM-hesso  :us  to  hav«*  r»n«*  «1: 
Calil'iMiiia  lictween  each,  and  hv  haek  in  a  month.  Tht*  trip  w 
pHMJ.  Tliey  \vi»nld  <ein|  ynii  \\\  s{H*<Mal  ear  all  the  wav,  I  ai 
think  it  would  really  lie  a  ifreat  thin«^  fi»r  you  to  «lo,  as  you  aii 
oHii-e,  and  have  m»tliiiit^  pers«Mially  at  stake. 


'  I  * 


r..  M.: 
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seeing,  even  here,  and  to-morrow  he  starts  out  on  a  speaking  tour,  and 
your  father  ditto.  Can  you  imagine  your  father's  going  to  a  picnic  at 
Hammond's  (irove  ?  Yesterday  afternoon  we  went  out  to  K.  R.'s  shanty 
and  had  tea.  Your  father  was  in  a  boat  almost  all  tlic  time,  rowing  about 
in  the  most  reckless  manner.  It  was  perfectly  delightful  to  see  him,  and 
after  we  had  returned,  the  exercise  and  the  open  air  making  him  drowsy, 
I  covered  him  with  newspapers,  and  while  he  slept,  played  solitaire,  with 
Walker  and  Emmons  overlooking  me. 

From  Mr.  Blaine,  to  Senator  Brown : 

• 

.  .  .  It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  t^)  testify  the  respect  I  have 
always  entertiiined  for  Mr.  Hill's  great  ability  as  a  senator,  and  my  sincere 
friendship  for  him  as  a  man.  Though  frcfiuently  opposed  in  debate,  our 
personal  relations  were  always  most  kindly,  and  never  for  a  moment  suf- 
fered interruption.  After  I  had  left  the  Senate,  we  had  an  interchange  of 
personal  courtesies  of  the  most  cordial  character.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
gifts,  patriotic  in  all  his  purposes,  and  capable  of  doing  great  good  for  his 
country. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Senator  Brown : 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  28.  1882. 

.  .  .  Coming  from  a  political  opponent  by  whom  Mr.  Hill  has  been 
confronted  in  Congress  again  and  again,  the  discussion  between  the  two 
being  very  able  and  exciting,  your  letter  does  great  credit  to  your  head  and 
heart.  And  I  assure  you,  it  is  very  highly  appreciated  by  me  as  the  friend 
of  Senator  Hill,  and  by  other  friends  to  whom  I  have  exhibited  it. 

To  M.: 

AuorsTA,  September  I,  1882. 

.  .  .  Walker  is  telephoning  for  a  horse  to  take  him  to  some  of  the 
Monmouths  or  Pittstons,  where  he  is  to  convince  a  willing  public  that  P. 
is  agi'eat  fraud,  who  shouhl  be  allowed  to  ])lay  out  his  farces  in  private  life. 
For  we  are  in  the  very  midst  of  the  campaign,  and  1  almost  hope  you  are 
so  indifferent  to  iM>litic8  that  you  will  without  interest  see  that  the  pater, 
having  taken  the  slump,  the  despatches  are  once  again  teeming  with  his 
name.  I  myself  went  to  Maranacook.  Di<l  you  not  go  with  us  to  that 
lovely  lake  ?  This  day,  (^hanging  the  speakei*s  and  the  company,  was  a 
reproiluction  of  tliat.  Caroline  roasted  the  same  chickens  which  Knmions 
cut  up  in  tlie  same  efficient  way  in  the  car,  and  your  father  bobbed  in  on  us 
from  Bangor  just  in  season  to  eat  a  second  breakfast  before  starting.  After 
all,  there  is  something  veiy  plea.sant  in  the  Maine  election  to  me.  .  .  . 
Walker  speaks  every  night,  but  as  none  of  his  family  has  suflicient  devotion 
to  go  and  hear  him,  I  can  give  you  no  estimate  of  his  worth  as  a  public 
speaker.     I  have  an  inward  conviction,  however,  that  he  is  a  good  one. 

September  3.    ...    I  do  not  think  that  the  opportunity  now  remains 


it'  I  >h«>iilil  iiH'iitiiiii  Kiir(i|H-!'  .  .  .  Klet'tioii  day  i>  U>-uv 
ami  as  *MMin  :!>  tln-v  liavr  vntiil.  voiir  falhor  ami  Kiiinioiis  \vA\t 
Th«'  pater  haU's  it,  Imt  Kinin«iii>  \w\i\>  him  to  his  pii^misi*  iiiatltM 
tn  .s|MMk  at  thf  fair  in  Tupcka.  in  S4*|)t4*nil>or.  .     .     Wv  8* 

t'iini«*  into  thr  no\vspa|N*rH,  aft«*r  i|ititr  a  lull,  ViUir  f:Uhtfr*s  pn*; 
i'ainpai;;n  havin;;  wakfil  up  hir;x<*  au<li<'noos.     Walk«*r  ^(h*s  Im 
ini^iiin  tfi  his  wurk  as  Ho«in  as  ohvtimi  is  over.     Mr.  Oe$w«*]|, 
likfs  Minrh.  ami  is  i|uit**  surpris«*(l  to  fintl  him  an  iiulustrioiis,  ?! 
hanl-wnrkin;;  muiniissinnrr. 

Kn»iii  I  loll.  Uciijiiinin  Ilarrisoiu  to  Mr.  Blaine: 

r(i|{TLANi»,  Me.,  S4*ptomU 
A»  I  <;<>  to  liostnn  after  the  mooting  to-night  the  ho{ic  ol 
:i;;ain  is  ;r'»H'f  ami  as  1  shall  have  no  op|Kirt unity  to  urj^  pc 
re<|ui'si  that  y«Mi  will  make  some  !ti>ccchc8  in  Indiana.  I  wriU 
We  nri/  mttrh  neei]  ynu.  aii«l  shall  l>e  niueh  disappointed  if  voti 
I'lease  pres«*nt  uiv  kind  n>«;anls  to  your  family,  to  whoso  kindi 
d«'iit<Ml  for  tht!  pleasantest  ni^^olUvtiuns  of  my  visit  to  Maine. 

T.»   M.: 

AiTorsTA.  Scpt<Mnl»i>i 

'I'liis  is  el  ret  ion  ilay,  and  the  p«ills  are  alrt\i<ly  1 
rii>x«')|  tnr  iiiu  to  have  h:i(i  a  visit  from  Mr.  I  Ionian,  a8surin< 
;raiii^  ill  many  towns,  and  now  Walker  telephones  an  en1nr£ 
.fn«'  M:in1cy  simiits  over  the  wire.  ••  We  shall  have  a  majority  t 
tlinu^^aml."  Thi^j  is  elwerin;:  news  indeed,  for  even  s«>  late  jis  c 
dinner  Walker  felt  ;;real  iun*asiness.  1  ean  ipiote  only  Walk 
father  ami  ICmumns.  after  detaining:  the  train  till  they  could  V( 
morn  in;;  fm-  Kansas.  Tliev  travel  ni;;^ht  and  day.  Your  f 
l«fi  hoiiM-  ni'»r»'  n-lnetantly  in  his  lif»«  f>f  many  farewells  :  hut  E 
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tion  of  Uie  living,  the  still  more  solemn  meeting  with  the  dead,  the  funeral 
services  over  the  poor  remnants  of  the  poor  body,  the  journey  to  Washington, 
the  marvellous  impressiveness  of  the  ceremonies  there.  .  .  .  How  it 
makes  me  feel  to  go  over  my  evidence,  as  tlie  old  church  used  to  say,  and 
see  how  we  have  fallen  from  grace.  Does  it  pay  to  be  great  and  out  of 
place,  better  than  to  be  small  and  in  a  high  place  ?  Oh,  yes,  —  a  thousand 
times  yes.  Better  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene,  than  paste  in  the  crown  of  a 
queen. 

October  5.  You  see,  don't  you,  that  you  are  in  my  own  room,  which  is 
warm  with  sunshine  and  a  wood  fire?  None  of  the  cold  elegance  of  a 
Fansian  bedroom  is  here,  but  all  is  cordiality,  and  newspapers,  and  warmth, 
and  bright  talk,  and  communism,  for  your  father  is  in  bed,  and  Emmons, 
wrappeil  in  blankets,  sits  in  tlie  arm-chair,  and  Dr.  Brickett  comes  and  goes, 
and  Colonel  ().  is  hero,  and  Fred  appears  at  the  door  with  an  old  pair  of 
tongs  which  he  has  hunted  up  in  the  cellar,  and  with  a  duck  towards  the  bed 
intimates  to  mo  that  **  fie\s  all  right,  madame,  I  telPd  'em  so  down  street" 
—  for  your  father  wjis  taken  ill  Sunday  at  York,  and  the  newspapers  have 
iterated  and  reiterated  the  report  till  even  strong  nerves  tiike  the  alatm. 
Emmons  drove  Jip  to  Lewiston  to  the  State  fair  last  Wednesday,  return- 
ing Friday  with  a  dreadful  cold  which  seemed  to  settle  into  a  malarial 
fever,  with  typhoid  tendencies,  so  that  I  wrote  your  father  asking  him 
to  come  home,  and,  to  my  great  dismay,  got,  instead  of  him,  a  telegram 
saying  that  he  was  himself  sick,  very  much  in  the  same  way.  However, 
he  got  home  at  8  last  night,  in  very  good  condition  lK)th  in  mind  and 
lx>dy  —  thanks  to  the  kindness  of  President  Phillips,  who  sent  him  through 
in  his  private  car ;  and  now  after  traversing  that  old  gallery  about  fifty 
times,  going  from  one  side  room  to  the  other,  I  have  got  tliem  into  the 
same  room,  and  under  my  own  wing,  and  I  think  they  are  getting  better 
every  moment. 

To  M. : 

NOVEMBEK  2.    1882. 

.  .  .  General  McClellan  wants  to  buy  the  old  Washington  house. 
At  first  your  father  utterly  refused  to  entertain  the  proposition,  saying  it 
i¥Ould  turn  him  out  of  house  and  home  for  the  winter,  oblivious  apparently, 
utterly,  of  the  new  house.  All  day  I  have  been  arguing  with  him  to  give 
up  the  house  now,  and  let  me  go  on  and  get  a  few  rooms  ready  in  the 
new  domain  iov  immediate  occupancy.  I  am  afraid  of  so  much  unre- 
niunerative  property.  One  good  thing  which  has  come  out  of  the  anxiety 
and  jjerplexity  of  the  day  is  that  your  father,  who  has  been  moping  miser- 
ably for  a  few  days,  has  roused  u[)  and  is  now  cheerful  and  peart  as  a  par- 
tridge, conversing  with  Emmons. 

From  Hon.  Pierrepont  Edwards  : 

St.  Petersburg,  November  29,  1882. 
.     .     .     I  congratulate  you  and  your  husband  on  the  result  in  Maine, 
the  only  doubtful  State  saved  amid  the  general  wreck,  and  the  only  one 
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esotpt  UlUiof*  where  the  ultl  CjUmimI  pnt  forth  ft*  fltrm^,  uiil  a  i^ 
MMtatira.  "  Arthar,"  mJiI  it  rrlriul  irf  mliMs  Uie  ibj  UuU  BlaiarK  tmuff 
tina  WW  sitwiiUHl,  ■-  will  ngnt  tU*  nop,  for  Rlainn  \*  tat  more  wpjrti 
10  Arthur  than  Arthur  I*  h>  Blftln*."  IVoplMrtic  wwnta '.  tJioy  arm  alna 
hUtoij.  .  .  .  I  nmdUxoMwl  wiUiAll  ihiU  has  baitpemid.uidBwaill 
talm  ot  the  iHtlrluiti'  hjiiI  iojal  party  tiwt  tuu  iHMn  droggnal  bj  ihe  ain 
Miu  of  pmiidBntu;  iHUmna^  tu  iho  brink  of  ruin. 

To  M. : 

.  .  .  Y'lU  will  inri*r,  iit  cnunu'.  thnl  I  luii  neri!  in  ll>c  Inirratof 
bause.  li  li  «•  <li>(iltirsl)lo  Ui  havo  no  hi>iuu.  ami  jour  faihcr  u  *u  Mil 
In  hxn  a  rt-Uivmunt  in  wMi-li  hv  caii  wriio.  that  I  mm  |HMhing  all  ■;  |i 
chart*  with  \igoT  ralUct  lliiui  iliHTctiiin.  Ihtidgli  |  mm  not  rw^h 
...  [hi  u»t  fiwl  imita«)'  nliout  ii».  Yuur  nulwr  •alil  yesu-nlijF 
|in»tili-ni']r  ramr.  lui  tntirn  intn  hi*  ciOculaltniu),  but  ibot  )it>  (aniilj  | 
never  mviumI  m»  dear  Lo  blm,  nor  luu)  Im  «ver  felt  biuuielf  bo  devotd 

tllCRI- 

Frtnti  Mr.  Kltunn,  lo  tiUt  iluugbter  iu  Europe : 

I^ST  [>*r  itr  1>M 

[  alt  In  the  fnin(  wiiiibiw  ut  (lie  now  faouM  Jtnking  aut  na  a  Im^ 
day,  with  nil  Wiwhlnvton  out  tn  gay  aOlta  tot  tiaaOay,  aad  htmdc  a  lii| 
faniily  •irmmmlM  with  th«  mnfusina  «mf  dlsnrder  of  bnx«s.  balM.  p 
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thing  he  questions.  He  risks  nothing,  but  this  makes  him  a  discreet 
counsellor. 

You  want  me  to  write  politically.  I  do  not  know  what  to  say,  for  there 
is  no  situation  at  present.  I  know  the  nomination  of  ^84  is  not  a  sujet 
ddfendu  exactly,  for  we  all  say  whatever  is  in  our  minds.  Your  father  is 
as  little  a  candidate  as  though  he  had  succeeded  in  76  and  ^80.  The  one 
thing  he  perhaps  does  desire  is  to  be  once  more  Secretary  of  State. 

March  19.  ...  That  I  may  disburden  my  mind  of  its  most  press- 
ing need,  I  want  you  to  come  home  by  the  first  opportunity.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  go  over.  Your  father  is  opposed  to  it,  and  that  witli  me 
has  always  been  a  suflicient  reason.  I  never  can,  I  never  wish  to  oppose 
him,  and  as  we  have  done  nothing  but  give  out  money  for  the  last  year 
ever  since  we  began  this  house,  even  the  slight  additional  outlay  of  a 
European  trip  might  inconvenience  him.  There  is  notliing  seriously  out 
of  joint  with  the  bank  account,  but  this  house  and  land  have  proved  a  sort 
of  sinking-fund  which  has  to  be  considered.  Still,  if  you  could  hear  that 
dear  pater  of  yours  at  this  moment  singing,  as  he  works,  you  would  see 
that  his  soul  is  not  disquieted  within  him  and  that  yours  must  not  be. 
.  .  .  Walker  is  woilh  his  weight  in  love  and  gold,  and  can  be 
relied  on  for  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  tight  places  of  dinnei*s  and  teas. 
Last  night  he  invited  all  the  guests,  arranged  their  seats  at  table,  himself 
took  out  the  only  stranger,  and  generally  stood  between  me  and  any 
anxiety,  in  a  way  which  your  father,  dear  and  interesting  as  he  has  always 
been,  never  knew  how  to  do.  Then  Jacky  is  very  interesting.  .  .  . 
Any  difficulty  but  that  of  money  I  could  perhaps  surmount,  but  the  un- 
known, and  money  is  always  to  me  the  unknown  factor,  frightens  me. 
Your  father  is  writing  a  l>ook,  **  Twenty  Years  of  Congress."  It  will 
not  probably  be  interesting  to  you  and  to  me,  but  think  of  the  many, 
many  who  will  want  to  read  and  own  it. 

Fn)in  V. : 

April  9,  1883. 

Mr.  Blaine  went  to  Judge  Strong's  Saturday  night  to  see  about  building 
a  new  l^esbytcnan  Church  up  here;  tliinks  it  is  **sort  of  heathenish" 
not  to  have  or  attend  any  church.  .  .  .  Quite  a  number  of  cyclopedia 
volumes  came  out  at  dinner — all  to  throw  light  on  the  Westminster 
catechism. 

Driving  with  Mr.  Blaine  I  asked  him,  **  If  any  one  should  ask  you  what 
'was  your  creed,  what  shouli  you  say  ?"  *'  I  should  say  it  was  a  general 
belief  in  Christianity,  modified  by  the  Presbyterian  Blaines  on  one  side 
and  the  Roman  Catliolic  Gillespies  on  the  other.''  —  **  You  don't  know  any 
more  about  theology  than  the  squiiTel  running  up  those  ti*ees.  Let  me 
give  you  your  creed.  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  —  "  —  *•  Oh  !  I 
know  that." —  **  Never  mind,  listen  —  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy 
80ul  and  with  all  thy  mind  and  with  all  thy  strength,  and  the  rest.  Now 
say  it  over  youi'self .    Say  it."    He  repeats  it  obediently,  and  after  a  pause, 


time  nuwl  )inillti>l>ly  ai>tai.  You  will  find  chAngv*.  —  my  hi 
wbilor.  .  .  ,  AIli-o  gnno  froni  u«  1«  n  newr  homu  of  ber  <r 
1  np  (oci  mudt  Ui  aodHy  maA  tu  fnahlon.  Emmone  more  I 
tliKDghlftit,  but  all  nniThniigxHl  in  dmip  ufft!ctian  for  ym 
HticpBr.  Wn  h'ipn  In  rvmain  in  WAflliiii](Li>ii  till  yiM  oomi.-.  ihoiig 
•ibl')  iho  hoal  may  prow  lo"  InKiniw  rilhor  for  your  comfort  c 
1  *hjUl  b»pf  fur  A  reunion  la  tb«  otti  bomo  boi 


Tm  Mr.  rilai 


.  ffoiM  r..I.  .r,,1,n  Tlnv 


Wasiiin<;t.>n.  .Fuik-  :!■■ 
II     In     MT     III,'      1'.     M       C'IKThI      :ihnilt 

'".  .1  rli"'--  il'v. ■>;.>.■  il.  I.ut  l.;-.-u 

'.,.-\.i\-r,\  U.  1-,-ihu-,-  ti.o  f..rv.-  in  ... 
(,.11  uniiMii  iin.li.ll  j;.,,„|  rU-rks).  I 
I'll  ,. I  llivmi.lill.'  of  .Inly,  ali.l  lliul 

l,.,.-l,..f..r..|l,;.(.ll,c-v  will  :in  l,.-.-ll.i>i 
rli-.-   :.n.l    nirLvil,-s^l v    \y,-l  —  ov   iiiijiu 

^'    ' ■'  '■ "'-"  '"l"^'-  P'-l'!-  «.■• 

V  -iH.n-i.f  s„,,,„.rl.  :k,»l  wl,..,  .Ire. 
t  kM..»  "hill  to  say.  I  linallv  uske 
.I:iv,    "liiili    II,.    sai.l     I,..  «-.,nl,r,l„ 
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take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  poor  woman,  and  I  did  not  feel  like 
pushing  Gresham,  who  was  really  very  kind,  and  who  would,  I  think,  have 
made  the  appointment,  had  I  persisted. 

ToM.: 

Augusta,  June  30,  1883. 

.  .  .  Your  father,  who  arrived  on  the  "  Flying  Yankee  "  yesterday, 
at  7.30,  has  spent  the  whole  of  it  on  tlie  lawn,  and  under  the  apple-trees, 
with  a  billiard  cue.  lie  says  he  has  taken  more  exercise  than  in  the  whole 
preceding  six  months.  He  was  very  homesick  last  night,  but  this  morning 
highly  approves  Augusta. 

To  Walker : 

July  10,  1883. 

.  .  .  You  remember  how  sweetly  your  father  and  Emmons  sang  its 
praises  in  Washington.  Your  lonely  condition  seemed  to  them  of  no 
account.  Well,  here  I  am,  with  a  house  in  beautiful  onler,  excellent  ser- 
vants, bright  skies,  delicious  air,  and  a  sun  rejoicing  to  run  his  race.  Here 
are  your  two  sisters ;  but  where,  oh,  where  are  those  nobler  spirits  who 
were  so  impatient  for  this  elysium  ?  Emmons,  at  the  first  petty  tempta- 
tion, went  off  after  just  one  day's  enjoyment  of  his  family  and  friends,  and 
that  same  afternoon  what  did  your  father  —  ptUcr  nobUis  filii  nobilis —  but 
telegraph  Payson  Tucker  to  know  if  tlie  *•  Flying  Yankee  ^  could  be  stopped 
at  North  Hampton.  Of  course  it  could;  when  was  the  dcscenstis  not 
made /act/is?  So  at  four  o'clock  behold  him  with  remorseful  visage  and 
many  self-reproaches,  I  own,  kissing  his  womankind  in  the  hall,  while  the 
Augusta  House  hack  waited  at  the  gate.  Yes,  Walker,  the  A.  H.  H.,  for 
we  still  have  no  horses,  nor  do  I  see  why  we  are  likely  to  have  any. 
Charlie  White,  to  be  sure,  has  driven  a  pair  around  the  ••  Heart"  for  our 
inspection,  but  when  M.  said,  *•  Why,  Mr.  White,  you  cannot  see  them  with- 
out looking  over  the  dasher,  can  you  ? ''  he  coolly  gathered  up  the  reins, 
remarking  only.  **They  are  not  mine,"  and  drove  off. 

From  Hon.  W.  W.  Pheli>s : 

Teaneck,  near  Englewood,  Sunday,  July  22,  1883. 

Dear  Mrs.  Blaine  ;  Only  to  hope  that  you  are  pretty  cool,  well  and 
happy ;  only  to  hope  that  our  M.  I.  isnt  a  Catholic ;  only  to  tell  you  that  I 
spent  Friday  night  at  Elberon  and  there  talked  with,  vUcr  alios, 

Childs, 

Cornell. 

Each  was  separate  from  the  other.  Said  Childs,  '*  Grant  thinks  your 
friend  Blaine  will  be  the  next  President.^  Said  Cornell,  **  I  think  your 
friend  Blaine  is  sure,  if  he  can  keep  out  of  the  fight  till  nearly  the  end.  to 
win."  Etc.,  etc.  Whence  it  is  plain  that  at  Long  Branch,  and  in  the 
mouths  of  Grant  and  Cornell,  our  future  is  assured. 


iiiuii  r:iin«'  t'roiii  i»iu>  tif  t)i«>  t«*iits,  and  said,  '*  ll(»w  do  vi»u 
I  liail  till*  |il<*:isiir<>  nf  iiiakinfi;  ymir  a(H|ii:iintAn««  at  the  He 
(fiiirM*  Kiiiiiioiis«*sialilislicil  your  identity.  I  Ixslievu  Mr.  I>: 
till*  iii:ui:i;;rr  hiiiiMilf  —  i-nMlits  you  with  ori^natin^  his  cntc 
r:il4'.  he  m'cmk.mI  to  (.'nt^'ftniii  thu  liveliest  roi^Heotion  of  3*0 
anil  I  Ml  |i:irtiii^  ]irrs4MitiMl  your  brother  with  four  tickets 
littli'  i-iiviui  paiiy  that  ni^ht,  they  came  in  very  M-ell. 

Aii;ru<*t  7.  .  .  .  (hily  to  let  you  know  that  this  i 
twintN-^^ixth  liiilhdav.  Your  father, in  a  worse  than  usu 
t«Tiii::  iiiiiItT  the  apple-trees,  whih'  Kniinoiis  lo(»ks  up  d 
JMiiikcaM-  -  Is|iii;rt(iti  jiihI  Kduiontiin  lN*in;^  in  clisputo  l>ot 
:iii<l  lihiiNiH,  h«'  wiiinin;:,  of  <M>urse,  for  your  father's  tasl 
.  .  .  lie  i'.-iiiir  from  Mvi*  Sat  unlay  morning,  If>oking 
thi'  worst*  for  hU  attempted  tlij^ht  at  j^aycty.  lie  was  { 
ni(;lit.  Iiiit  Snii«lay  he  ^ot  up  with  spirits  attuned  to  the  < 
liri;;ht,  and  yestenlay,  though  not  quite  so  pearl,  ho  did  not  j 
this  mornin;;he  is  a;;ain  in  harmony  with  Uie  outside  worh 

Au;;ust  'JJ.     .     .     .     Your  fattier  onco  more  in  love  wil 
writing  aNsiduiiUhly  all  the  nioniinf^. 

Fnun  WalkiT,  U*  M. : 

Washington,  OiU 

.  .  .  1  wen!  ti>-day  !«►  look  over  the  Marcy  house,  and 
li:il>itafii>n  it  app«'ared.  |  ean*t  say  that  I  a«hnirc  U10  thin 
whii-h.  when  new.  must  have  looked  like  a  fierce n  nij^htniarc 
pioveil  (iieiu  a  little.  Moreover,  an  old  man,  1>cnt  in  the 
rii^t\  jaek-knit'e,  showed  nie  aUMit,  and  eye<I  me  suspioiousi' 
n:inie  was  not  what  I  prol'osed;  hut  despite  carpet  and  cau 
to  nil-  that  it  won  hi  prove  to  he  a  cheerful  abiding-place 
Wliither  the  si'ason  will  prove  a  «r?^y  one  or  not  I  do  not  kno 

i".      I'..,«         ',  t       '.        •      •!  l-..»t...-     1.....  .    ^  1 
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candidate  for  the  Republicans.     That^s  pretty  strong  from  such  a  Grant 

man.    But  I  doubt  much  whether  the  Republicans  can  elect  anybody.    As 

for  me,  I^  hammering  away  and  being  hammered  at  in  my  court,  day  in 

and  day  out,  and  I  get  so  tired  of  hearing  about  cruisers  and  high  seas,  that 

my  mind  is  in  a  whirl  all  the  time.    To-morrow,  for  example,  1  have  to 

face  an  attorney  who  has  been  talking  nonsense  all  day,  and  if  I  express  my 

conscientious  opinion  of  his  logic  he  will  grow  very  indignant.    As  he  has 

a  tile  loose  in  the  roof,  I  don^t  know  what  he  may  do.    If  I  don^t  express 

the  opinion  he  will  insult  me.    As  it  is,  I  think  V\\  polish  him  off  with 

lavish  compliments,  which  will  so  please  him  that  he  will  never  see  how  he 

Is  beaten,  — not  by  the  force  of  argument,  but  by  fact,  for  he  was  a  fool  to 

bring  his  case  in  the  beginning.     .     .     .    DonH  you  be  disappointed  about 

the  house.    YouMl  like  Lafayette  square  just  as  well,  and  Pm  going  to  devote 

myself  to  making  the  winter  most  delightful  and  agreeable  to  you.    When 

is  T.^8  birthday  ?   With  love  to  all  the  family,  and  with  the  earnest  entreaty 

that  you  will  soon  come  on,  for  I  pine  for  you. 

Devotedly, 

Jagky. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

OafAHA,  Neb.,  October  16,  1883. 

I  meant  to  have  written  you  about  some  choice  despatches  you  sent  mo 
in  1861-2.  I  have  preserved  them  and  every  letter  you  have  written  me. 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  using  two  or  three  which  con(;erned  myself 
and  expressed  your  patriotic  kindness.  I  trust  you  will  have  no  objection 
to  this.  1  want  to  say,  dear  friend,  that  I  have  always  felt  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  you,  and  deep  gratitude  for  your  kindness  to  me  and  mine. 

To  Mr.  Blaine : 

CniCAGo,  October  28,  188:5. 

.  .  .  lie  had  the  assurance  to  ask  me  the  disposition  of  your  mind 
towards  the  presidency,  to  which  I  answered  that  1  could  not  possibly  see 
how  that  could  be  of  interest  to  him  who  had  already  advertised  to  the 
world  his  own  convictions  on  that  subject  as  regarded  you  ]>ersonally. 
••  Oh,"  said  he,  *•  I  assure  you  I  am  not  interviewing  you.  and  anything  you 
may  choose  to  say  I  sliall  regard  as  eontidcntial.'^  Whereupon  I  told  him 
that  I  had  never  heard  you  speak  of  it,  which  on  after  reHectlon  I  was 
pleased  to  find  was  the  truth. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Washington,  April  21,  1884. 

.  .  .  What  do  you  think  ?  Three  or  four  country  papers  in  Massachu- 
setts are  out  for  me,  including  tlie  Salem  **  Post.'*  They  are  pitc^hing  into 
the  Boston  papers  furiously.  I  am  not  in  the  least  off  my  feet ;  but  you 
had  better  hurry  home  and  preserve  the  equilibrium  in  other  members  of 
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tiw  hooseliold.    I  do  not  think  I  ahftll  be  nomfnatod,  but  I  am  diatuiMiig 
tiw  oalcolatkniB  of  oClien  at  an  aatoniahing  rate. 

But  two  thing!  in  VirginU  are  worth  seeiag, — Natnnl  bridge  and  Hao^ 
ton  roads.    See  them  qoiek,  and  be  done  with  them. 

From  Bfr.  Blaine,  to  General  Sherman : 

Striotly  and  abeolotely  ao. 

WABHDfOTOV,  D.Ct  May  SS,  1884. 

Mr  DEAR  GmrxBAL:  Ttda  letter  requires  no  answor.  Aftnr  reading  it 
caref  ally  file  it  away  in  your  most  secret  drawer,  or  give  it  to  tlie  flamea. 

At  the  approaching  convention  in  Gliicago  it  is  more  than  poeslble — It 
is  indeed  not  improbable  —  that  yon  may  be  nominated  for  tlie  praaideo^. 
If  so  yon  must  stand  yoor  hand,  accept  the  responsibility,  and  airnnnw  the 
duties  of  the  place  to  which  you  will  surely  be  chosen  if  a  candldale. 
You  must  not  look  upon  it  as  the  work  of  the  politicians.  If  It  comes  to  yon, 
it  will  come  as  the  g^und-swell  of  popular  demand — and  yon  can  no 
more  refuse  than  you  could  have  refused  to  obey  an  order  when  yon  were 
a  lieutenant  in  the  army.  If  it  comes  to  you  at  all  it  will  come  as  a  call  of 
patriotism.  It  would,  in  such  an  event,  injure  your  great  fame  as  moch  to 
decline  it  as  it  would  for  you  to  seek  it.  Your  historic  record,  foU  as  it 
is,  would  be  rendered  still  more  glorious  by  such  an  administration  as  yon 
would  be  able  to  give  the  country.  Do  not  say  a  word  in  advance  of  tlie 
convention,  no  matter  who  may  ask  you.  You  are  with  your  friends,  who 
will  jealously  guard  your  honor. 

Do  not  answer  tills. 

St.  Louis,  May  28,  1884. 
Hon.  J.  G.  Blaine  : 

My  dear  Friend:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th;  shall  con- 
strue it  as  absolutely  confidential,  not  intimating  even  to  any  member  of 
my  family  that  I  have  heard  from  you ;  and  though  you  may  not  expect 
an  answer,  I  hope  you  will  not  construe  one  as  unwarranted.  I  have  had 
a  great  many  letters  from  all  ])oints  of  the  compass  to  a  similar  effect,  one 
or  two  of  which  I  have  answered  frankly;  but  the  great  mass  are  un- 
answere<l.  I  ought  not  to  subject  myself  to  the  cheap  ridicule  of  declining 
what  is  not  offered,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  the  many  really  able  men  who 
rightfully  as[)ire  to  the  high  honor  of  being  President  of  the  United  States 
to  let  them  know  that  I  am  not  and  must  not  be  construed  as  a  rival.  In 
every  man^s  life  there  occurs  an  epoch  when  he  must  choose  his  own  career, 
and  when  he  may  not  throw  the  responsibility,  or  tamely  place  his  destiny  in 
the  hands  of  friends.  Mine  occurred  in  Louisiana  when,  in  18G1,  alone 
in  the  midst  of  a  people  blinded  by  supposed  wrongs,  I  resolved  to  stand  by 
the  Union  as  long  as  a  fragment  of  it  survived  to  which  to  cling.  Since 
then,  through  faction,  tempest,  war,  and  peace,  my  career  has  been  all  my 
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family  and  friends  could  ask.    We  are  now  in  a  good  home  of  our  choice, 
with  reasonable  provision  for  old  age,  surrounded  by  kind  and  admiring 
friends,  in  a  community  whera  Catholicism  is  hold  in  respect  and  venera- 
tion, and  where  my  children  will  naturally  grow  up  in  contact  with  an 
industrious  and  frugal  people.     You  have  known  and  appreciate<i  Mrs. 
Sherman  from  childhood,  have  also  known  each  and  all  the  members  of  my 
family,  and  can  understand,  without  an  explanation  from  me,  how  their 
thoughts  and  feelings  should  and  ought  to  intluence  my  action ;  but  I  will 
not  even  throw  off  on  tliem  the  responsibility.    I  will  not,  in  any  event, 
entertain  or  accept  a  nomination  as  a  candidate  for  President  by  the  Chicago 
Republican  convention,  or  any  other  convention,  for  reasons  personal  to 
myself.     I  claim  that  the  Civil  war,  in  which  I  simply  did  a  man's  fair 
share  of  work,  so  perfectly  accomplished  peace,  that  military  men  have  an 
absolute  right  to  rest,  and  to  demand  that  the  men  who  have  been  schooled 
in  the  arts  and  practice  of  peace  shall  now  do  their  work  equally  well. 
Any  senator  can  step  from  his  chair  at  the  capitol  into  the  White  House, 
and  fulfil  the  oillce  of  President  with  more  skill  and  success  than  a  Grant, 
Sherman,  or  Sheridan,  who  were  soldiers  by  education  and  nature,  who 
filled  well  tlieir  office  when  the  country  was  in  danger,  but  were  not 
schooled  in  the  practices  by  which  civil  communities  are,  and  should  \ye, 
governed.    I  claim  that  our  expenence  since  1865  demonstrates  the  truth 
of  this  my  proposition.    Therefore  I  say  that  *'  patriotism  ^^  does  not  demand 
of  me  what  I  construe  as  a  sacrilice  of  judgment,  of  inclination,  and  of 
self-interest.    I  have  my  personal  alTairs  in  a  state  of  absolute  safety  and 
comfort.    I  owe  no  man  a  cent,  have  no  expensive  habits  or  tastes,  envy 
no  man  his  wealth  or  power,  no  complications  or  indirect  liabilities,  and 
would  account  myself  a  fool,  a  madman,  an  ass,  to  embark  anew,  at  sixty- 
five  years  of  age,  in  a  career  that  may,  at  any  moment,  become  tempest- 
tossed  by  the  perfidy,  the  defalcation,  the  dishonesty,  or  neglec^t  of  any  one  of 
a  hundred  thousand  subordinates  utterly  unknown  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  say  the  eternal  worrimcnt  by  a  vast  host  of  impecu- 
nious friends  and  old  military  subordinates.     Even  as  it  is,  I  am  tortured 
by  the  charitable  appeals  of  poor  distressed  pensioners,  but  as  President, 
these  would  be  multiplied  beyond  human  endumnce.    I  remember  well  the 
experience  of  Genenils  Jackson,  Harrison,  Taylor,  Grant,  Hayes,  and  (Jar- 
field,  all  elected  because  of  their  military  scr\'ices,  and  am  warned,  not 
encouraged,  by  their  sad  experiences.     No, — count  me  out.     The  civilians 
of  the  U.S.  should,  and  must,  buflct  with  this  thankless  otVice,  and  leave  us 
old  soldiers  to  enjoy  the  peace  we  fought  for,  and  tliink  we  earned. 
•  With  profound  respect. 

Your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman. 

To  Walker,  from  V. : 

Augusta,  June  4,  1884. 

.     .     .    There  is  a  great  and  new  feeling  astir  in  Massachusetts.     I 
perceived  it  as  soon  as  I  set  foot  in  the  State.     It  manifested  itself  along 


wild.     Y«»iir  Spartan  mother  is  furbish  in  j^   lior  (Imwino^-ro 
with  unhiirrititi  step,  ami  tryin;^  with  varyin<;  success  to  ktf 
and  M.  rn>ni  (*oniing  to  I)U>W8.     M.  views  his  serenity  wit 
ditfgUHt,  antl  eviilentiy  considers  that  if  he  would  telegraph  i 
liis  one  olijiM't  in  life  is  the  mmiination,  and  that  he  pn>posei 
ni:ui   whil  <ip|Mises   it,  aucxmjss  would  be  certain.     She  is 
chicken  in  the  exhibition  of  her  wishes.     You,  I   fear,  are  i 
rural  to  take  in  the  full  force  of  Uiat  simile.     •     .     .     All  a 
fi^iMMl  spirits,  e\(*«>pt  M.,  whose  sjiirits  dc|>ond  entirely  upon 
win*.     Dear  Walker,  whatever  happens.  I»e  the  brave  and 
your  father,  whose  magnanimity  is  never  ni(»re    manifest 
;;rfat  (M*casi«»ns.     Never  a  man  was  brought  to  severer  test 
man  sI'mmI  iIi(>ui  more  tran(|uilly.     But  let  his  family  be  to 
stren^h.     lb*  is  ^ivat,  alK>ve  and  beyond  all  tlie  chances  a 
any  «'onvi>ntion.     Iieav(*u  give  you  also  strength  to  be  stron, 
y«»u  are. 

To  Mr.  lUuiiic,  from  (Tem^nil  Sherman  : 

St.  Ia>i:i8,  «] 
I  am  told  that  tlu'  pro|>er  thing  to  do  is  for  rival  candidate 
t(*st  to  shake  hands,  and  Utr  th<!  defeated  to  congratulate 
will  now  adiiiit  that  1  was  a  candidate  In'fort.*  the  Chicago  c 
am  ni'vrrthrlfss  williii;;  t«)  ct^iignitulate  3'ou  on  your  brilliant 
tin'  aii«::ii>t  iMNly.  aiul  I  h(»nestly  wish  you  succt^ss  at  the 
NnvenilMT.  I  also  wish  the  same  sueiH^ss  to  (icnenil  J<iO«»iu] 
anient,  brave,  eiitliu>iastir  general  under  me  in  many  of  his 
aeiiirveineiits.  For  a  time  Lo;;an  w:us  a  bitter  enemy  of  min 
nMluciii;;  my  pay  and  making  il  imiK>ssible  for  me  to  live  in  ' 
tlic(ir:int  luKise  presented  to  me,  the  t:i\es  of  which  stcac 
5H'H>  :i  y«'ar  to  A'i.LV»n.  —  a  thousand  dtdlars  a  year  more  tli 
•I !"ti -w  ii •!>»  ii-iiil  t.'i'ilii'  linii-^f  «»n    l')tli  street.      l>nt    I.i»'»-:im    I 
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I  thank  yoa  cordially  for  securing  the  nomination  at  Chicago,  because 
spite  of  all  I  could  do,  certain  injudicious  friends  were  determined  in  case 
of  a  **  break  ^*  to  use  my  name,  and  I  was  equally  determined  to  decline  it, 
certain  to  give  offence  to  the  convention  which  construed  itself  tlie  people 
of  the  U.S.,  whose  mandate  was  the  voice  of  God.  I  could  not  regard  it 
in  that  light,  and  therefore  I  repeat,  tliat  your  nomination  without  a 
'*  break  ^^  probably  saved  me  from  making  a  mistake  which  would  have 
damaged  my  fame,  as  you  say,  as  much  as  the  disobedience  of  a  lawful  order 
when  I  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  army.  All  my  family  were  made  happy 
last  night  by  the  good  news,  and  1  assure  you  that  I  wish  you  all  honor  and 
success. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  W.  W.  Phelps : 

WASinNGTON,  June  9.  1884. 

Back  here  in  Massachusetts  avenue,  clean,  in  my  right  mind,  but  tired 
and  determined  to  do  no  thinking  for  two  or  three  days,  except  this :  To  put 
off  much  booming  until  we  have  our  Democratic  opponent;  to  think 
Lucian^s  praise  of  Coisar  as,  viz..  Nil  rejmtans  actum,  »i  quid  manarel 
agendum ;  and  so  forgetting  tlie  past  to  press  forward  for  the  prize,  etc. 

.  .  .  Reid  and  Elkins  and  I  never  for  one  moment  admitted  fatigue 
or  discouragement  to  each  otlier.  And  Tom  Piatt,  like  a  little  heit),  in  a 
remote  parlor  upstairs,  without  any  recognition  or  summons  to  caucus  or 
council,  organize<l  his  forces,  paid  his  own  bills,  and  made  victory  possible. 
lie  had  neither  recognition  nor  promise,  but  did,  in  the  opinion  of  all  on  the 
inside,  much  the  most  valuable  work  done ;  and  Uiat  was  heroic,  for  he  had 
to  learn  from  outside  of  what  was  done  by  (councils  where  all  his  enemies 
and  contemners  were  running  the  machine  with  all  its  power  and  galore. 

.  .  .  Tell  that  great  lady  that  I  did  not  spend  two  minutes  away  from 
the  work  I  went  to  do.  .  .  .  What  an  ovation  I  had !  Everybo<Iy  in 
person,  by  letter,  by  telegram  sought  me  to  say,  *•  Thf»y  were  always  for 
Blaine."  Big  tears  came  into  good  old  S.'s  eyes  as  I  said,  **  Mr.  S.,  I 
should  as  soon  have  thought  of  my  own  defe<?tion  fix)ni  Mr.  Blaine  as 
yours."  And  generally  I  had  a  delightful  debauch  of  malice  and  love. 
But  Vm  too  tired  to  tell  it  all. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  John  Roach  : 

New  York,  June  12,  1884. 

•  .  .  I  have  carefully  watched  and  studied  tlie  policy  of  the  s(>-(*alled 
Independents,  and  have  come  to  tlie  following  conclusion  as  to  its  meaning: 
It  is  simply  a  movement  in  the  interest  of  free  trade,  and  they  attack  the 
man  rather  than  the  platform.  By  this  means  they  hope  to  carry  their 
point.  .  .  .  And  indeed  this  is  the  only  weapon  left  them  since  their 
blunders  on  the  tariff  durinor  this  session  of  ConvTess. 

Regaixling  your  South  American  policy,  —  we  were  producing  not  only 
a  great  surplus  of  breads,  meat,  cotton,  oil,  etc.,  but  we  wei*e  rapidly 


prodBobig  ft  ]atfn  aurpliu  ot  mftnufitciured  urtiuliis  of  kll  k 
«  Cordpt  imrk«>l.  Yon  wwn  tba  only  man,  aasapying  n 
bttan  Oa  jmWe.  who  nw  tint  In  (hu  nratr  fatiim.  with  <i 
■ul  tbo  tenMitive  gonliu  ot  tinr|>«nplA,  wb  khoultl  nmNl  a  raorfcet  br  «■ 
fuqtlni  pradwrU.  Thh  owrkat  omiM  not  bo  fmiiul  In  Etirup«aB  ooanul^ 
wiMr*  tfaey  Ktraady  prDtluw  tnon  ihu  tlivj-  oao  wll.  Vnn  viir  it  in  SmC 
Ansrim,  miiI  hail  jtm  tMon  pcnnlUflH  tn  L-arry  otK  yiiur  p\»aa  }«■  wgdil 
hftve  MtoeMdad.  Ymm  wm  not  k  piiUi-;  nf  Mckh)  or  t)H>  liDntrundca  at  Bf| 
but  ll  WH  out  In  iho  httorait  of  Hie  Ami-rtcMi  farmt^r.  manufBctHnr.  M^ 
■titthHilp.  Kngtanil,  iit  ouano.  miw  Ibb,  ivaIIimi]  hor  dnager,  aail  iatai 
mmmI  thp  |>r«»>  t<f  N>-w  Ynrk  Ui  tortiirv  ;»iir  [Kilk-jr  Into  m  dntm  fnr  nii 
nra*  Hkoly  |i>  nault  In  UiaU  I  dnulii,  howpTRr,  if  imj  fnlr-oiliHlnl  Dian  li 
ikh  oounlrf  oouM  »o«  MjUiini;  wrunj;  In  punMiinj;  a  pullrf  Uat  vm|( 
bring^  thu  triinvmiBiivv  taon  of  -Suntfi  Amori"*  lo  imu-  vity  to  illwiMi  d 
]i»1li.'y  tlutt  WDulil,  no  dniilit.  Im  niituially  twnidlfilAl.  Ktigliui<l  Doir  mmIi 
Umi  (.'hiuKgo  pUtfnrtn,  ami  in  yin  ■■  itaatondanl-lwarer,  ttie  hamlwriltagat 
tiw  wall.  And  will  loaT»  no  ■bme  nnlimied  to  dvTrat  jnd.  Slw  ■««  iM 
wllh  jnm  iHMUan  iIm  b  IfMj  to  Iom  Iwr  bold  tm  Um  Unlml  fum 
BMkM,  and  llini  with  ynnr  SaniJt  Amariau  pnlinyouTiud  out,  tUe  uuukm 
at  Braill.  Pern,  Cblll,  Rtvcr  FlaOa,  utd  afktn  lost  lo  bar.  D<i  yoa  waaik^ 
Umt  ihe  U  IntervsrL'it  ?  Tlii*  aopounta  Urgvly  for  Ibosa  attark*  on  yi« 
privntr  tdtnr>i-tar  anil  yoar  pnliDo  policy. 

Fnim  IIoii.  U.  M.  Walta  : 
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and  died  and  in  which  thirteen  children  were  bom,  was  built  by  Colonel 
Blaine.  In  the  law  office  of  this  house  were  many  students  who  made 
their  mark  in  life,  .  .  .  within  my  recollection,  a  group  of  such 
gentlemen  as  Henry  M.  Campbell,  Samuel  Lyon,  Ephraim  Blaine,  and 
others.  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  the  fatlier  of 
your  distinguished  husband.  He  was  the  inheritor  of  the  Middlesex 
estate  and  reputed  to  be  rich,  and  was  a  dashing  beau.  He  set  the  fashion 
in  our  country  town  of  driving  horses  tandem,  and  my  elder  brother 
imitated  him.  There  was  another  tie  that,  perhaps,  bound  the  families. 
Your  husband's  grandfather  and  ours  were  officers  of  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  both  Colonel  Blaine  and  Gen.  Henry  Miller  rendered  important 
military  and  civil  services.  I  could  write  a  volume  of  eulogy  which 
might  greatly  interest  the  numerous  descendants  of  these  remarkable 
familes  which  to  this  day  are  held  in  grateful  remembrance,  but  whose 
glory  is  lost  in  the  shadow  of  ages,  and,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  now 
wholly  eclipsed  by  the  rising  sun. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Emmons  : 

Cedar  Rapids,  July  1,  1884. 

R.  is  very  anxious  you  should  issue  your  letter  for  publication  so  as  to 
hit  the  Saturday  morning  papers.  Says  that  you  will  have  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing in  the  country  that  **  alone  will  be  worth  the  price  of  admission.*^ 
Methinks  the  point  is  well  taken. 

From  Hon.  W.  M.  Evarts : 

Windsor,  Vt.,  July  4,  1884. 

.  .  .  I  was  at  the  wedding  of  Judge  Hoar's  daughter  on  the  12th 
of  June,  and  was  glad  to  find,  as  I  expected,  to  be  sure,  that  he  was 
•*  solid  "  for  you,  and  shared  my  opinions  of  the  great  step  now,  at  last, 
taken  in  our  politics  by  the  nomination  of  a  political  leader  as  well  as  a 
public  man  trained  in  the  service  of  the  State.  To  rea(»h  this  I  have 
8truggle<l  against  the  coqwrate  spirit  of  placemen,  the  disor^janizing  in- 
fluence of  chieftains,  tlie  weakness  of  **  favorite  sons,"  and  the  wretched 
|>olicy  of  impi*oniptu  statesmen.  Perhaps  your  attention  h:is  been  eallcil 
to  two  of  the  most  remarkable  political  speeches  that  ever  were  made. 
They  are  both  in  **  Troilus  and  Cressida,''  scaively  the  play  in  which  such 
el(M|uence  and  wisdom  were  to  be  looked  for.  They  are  both  ver}'  appli- 
cable to  our  politics.  One  marks  the  remediless  disjister  where  the  best  is 
not  in  the  cnteq)rise,  and  the  other  shows  that  die  capacity  of  leadership 
will  not  secure  it,  unless  it  be  kept  in  the  eyes  of  men.  1  wish  our  accom- 
plished and  consummate  scholars  would  read  and  digest  these  speeches. 
The  papers  say  you  occupy  yourself  in  everything  but  campaign  talk,  and 
you  may  find  refreshing  rea<ling  in  Ulysses'  speetihto  Agamemnon,  Act  I., 
Scene  III.,  and  his  other  speech  to  Achilles,  Act  III.,  Scene  lU. 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  A.  H.  Walker : 

Hartfobd»  July  17*  1884. 

.  .  .  Frof esaor  Stowe,  though  now  eighty-three  years  old,  and  seldom 
leaving  his  house,  has  already  engaged  me  to  take  him  to  the  polls  next 
November  to  oast  one  more  vote  for  a  Republican  President.  It  will 
doubtless  be  his  last.  I  well  remember  the  old  man*s  ardor  when  I  took 
him  in  my  carriage  to  vote  for  €rarfield.  I  regret  that  such  time-honored 
men  as  Beecher  and  Curtis  are  not  with  us  this  year,  but  Harriet  Beeeher 
Stowe  has  been  far  more  influential  and  far  more  widely  honored  than  both 
in  the  grand  history  of  the  Republican  party.  She  has  no  vote  to  give,  and 
her  pen  is  *now  weary  with  labor  and  with  age,  but  I  know  that  her  heart 
and  her  prayers  will  attend  the  Republican  campaign. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Elliott  F.  Shephard: 

Long  Bbanch,  July  21, 1884. 

Your  admirable  letter  accepting  the  nomination  for  the  presidency  is  to 
our  Republican  forces  like  the  arrival  of  Sheridan  on  the  field  of  Win- 
chester. .  .  .  The  great  solid  blocks  of  fact  which  you  present  will 
not  fail  to  be  considered  by,  nor  to  greatly  influence,  the  American  people. 
.  .  .  The  Republican  is  the  party  of  moral  ideas.  ...  It  substan- 
tially represents  the  Christian  sentiment  of  the  country,  and  that  senti- 
ment is  the  backbone  of  the  nation.  The  reflective  classes  understand 
this,  and  want  a  leader  who  recognizes  it. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Daniel  Dougherty : 

Philadelphia,  July  21,  1884. 

.  .  .  I^t  me  say  that  while  political  opinions  compel  me  to  vote  and 
ardently  work  for  tlie  election  of  Mr.  Cleveland,  I  do  this  at  the  sacrifice 
of  my  personal  feelings,  because  I  entertain  for  you  a  sincere  regard. 

Citizens  need  make  no  apology  for  diflering  on  tlie  vital  issues  con- 
nected with  a  presidential  struggle,  but  the  campaign  should  be  conducted 
with  the  couitosies  of  parliamentary  debate ;  and  therefore  be  assured  I 
have  no  sympathy  with  those  who  personally  attat^k  one  of  whom  as  an 
American  we  should  all  be  proud.  From  my  heart  I  wish  you  ail  the  good 
that  can  be  wished,  not  wronging  the  cause  I  serve. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  A.  S.  Barnes : 

Lake  Windermere,  Eng.,  July  23,  1884. 

.  .  .  I  trust  no  influence  will  be  so  strong  as  to  prevent  you  from 
occupying  that  high  position  for  which  you  are  so  eminently  fitted.  I  was 
glad  to  notice  my  old  pastor,  Richard  S.  StoiTS,  D.D.,  had  so  decidedly 
expressed  his  views  on  your  nomination. 
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From  General  Slierman : 

St.  Louis,  October  13, 1884. 

I  understand  there  is  a  possibility  of  your  visiting  St.  Louis.  If  so  I  beg 
you  to  make  use  of  our  house,  which  is  spacious,  and  you  know  how  wel- 
come you  shall  be.  I  could  meet  you  at  the  depot,  or  after  the  whooping 
and  yelling,  of  which  you  must  be  tired,  you  could  take  refuge  with  us. 

To  G. : 

Augusta,  October  15,  1884. 

.  .  .  How  do  you  suppose  it  seems  to  me  to  be  calietl  into  the  library 
because  Mr.  Blaine  wants  to  speak  to  me,  and  when  I  get  tliere  to  hear 
Tom  say  through  the  telephone,  *'  Mr.  Blaine  will  be  in  in  a  moment,  but 
Joseph  Manley  is  here!^*  Then  Joe  says,  **  Mr.  Blaine  is  out  speaking 
and  Walker  is  with  him.^^  After  a  little  he  came.  Last  night  his  second 
question  was,  **  Are  the  plumbers  out  of  the  house  ?  ^  To-night  I  asked 
him,  shall  I  give  Miss  A.  a  C  ?  Instantly  came  back,  *'  Do  you  mean  one 
hundred?"  Yes.  *•  Ceilainly,  with  pleasure."  —  "His  day  has  been 
fatiguing.  West  Virginia  has  gone  solidly  against  us.  What  do  the  pa]>ers 
say  about  Ohio  P  "  .  .  .  Mr.  Blaine  is  telegraphing  this  moment.  You 
must  write  him  to-morrow  at  South  Bend,  Ind.  He  says  he  has  made 
thirty  speeches  and  ridden  two  hundred  miles  to-day,  and  has  been  talking 
with  me  an  hour. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Rev.  Egl)ert  0.  Smyth : 

Andover,  November  3,  1884. 

Allow  me  the  pleasure  of  expressing  the  profound  admiration  with  which 
I  have  followed  you  in  your  journey  since  you  left  Augusta.  The  tact, 
variety,  and  eloquence  of  your  addresses  are  something  wonderful.  I 
confidently  anticipate  your  election,  though  not  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
adverse  forces.  I  anticipate,  as  well,  that  your  administration  will  rebuke 
your  slanderers,  and  open  the  eyes  of  honest  ipen  who  have  been  deceived. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  General  Howard : 

Omaha,  Neb.,  November  4,  1884. 

This  is  a  day  of  double  interest  to  me.  It  is  Mrs.  llowanrs  birthday, 
and  it  is  to  be,  I  trust,  the  day  of  your  election.  (luy  and  I  cannot  vote, 
but  Jamie  and  Chancey  have  voted  for  you  already  before  ten  o'clock. 
Chancey  formed  a  club  of  young  voters  who  in  marching,  talking,  drilling, 
visiting  outside  meetings,  etc.,  have  done  loyal  service  in  this  region. 
.  .  .  John  cannot  vote  for  two  years  yet.  He  has  done  marching  and 
talking,  however,  to  balance.  ...  I  know  that  the  results  will  be 
manifest  before  you  see  these  lines.  I  simply  wish  to  say,  whatever  be  the 
issues  of  the  conflict,  may  God  bless  and  direct  you  !  Of  course  mud  has 
been  thrown,  but  it  has  not  even  spotted  your  garments. 


Tn  Mr.  ItUiius  fnitn  R«v.  Ojmia  Hiimlia  : 

BIlOULEHUKT,  Vt.,  NDrember  17,  ISM.     I 

.    .     .     lotightnol,  i>erlu|M,  foraufh  auifloto  )ntrwi«  apnajtNiriiiM,! 

tiol  I  i«ni  Ukc  Uii«  o[>|iun(mUj  III  vipTBM  my  p^xifnttntl  griel  ud  te^ij 

pnlnbimit  at  tbu  rmolu  nt  the  dnrlJon.  [ 

Thd  wsTm  of  defunuton  voi^pt  hanulou  bjr,  bat  tb*  DwdnM 
fdllj  at  tha  rr<d>ibitianl«U  ■Inu-k  ibcEr  uvm  ouiw  and  ifaefr  emtnU}*!  i 
lilnw.  I  teol  now  thai  in  Ihia  Stal«  ailmlnltkia  •L-vnnapaolMqrHipilhf.lrf'' 
(hot  In  Um  mUmiiu  o(  all  g»»d  m<in  you  hare  risea  itatnavMarafalj 
joar  oppiotraU  anil  dabtnura.  Majr  Ulvlna  PtotMcikm  still  gMt  }•■ 
life  to  gnmt  aiitl  niilile  «Diln! 

Froni  Hon.  George  F.  Howt 

WomnvrRU.  Novenilier  3D.  ISSL 
I  wiah  la  pumi  raooni  »y  ■«■■■)  of  Ihn  gn»l  stiTn)|:lii  ihtfd* 
M  (lurivtd  la  ttw  Ut«  c«iipalf;D  frum  )ia  oanil»t>tB. 
nnt  think  fini  aaiil  n  wiiril  that  Any  mippurtcr  of  ynara  noalil  with  g 
luitl  jrnui-  ii[>n*:hi-a  luiil  1(^U«^  <if  ACoe[ilaiiM.>  wora  a  iiualrilniticm  in  th 
[MUgii  worth  all  olhon  |>nt  Uigcther.  I  thixigfat  bafor«hani),  ■«  _vu>i  kntw; 
thitt  In  Uio  uIbiIiijc  dlvl«l»iu  u(  tlio  KopuliJivM)  p>rtr  umthrr  caiuli^ 
nooM  havu  hcon  itninjuur.  »{>ocinll;  fi>r  MaMMMUiiis«>tU.  Hut  I  am  bb 
vur;  atniaicly  liiulintiil  1i>  Uiltik  I  wnii  wrong  tn  thnt  npinion,  that  wa  (had 
nut  liara  dnno  ao  vroU  in  the  countiy  uwlor  nnyboily  p|»e. 

Ai  wiy  ra(«,  ndiharToa  nor  thmw  who  BU|t|Mirtii]  yon  hav  aiinliia^  i 


BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    O.    BLAINE.  688 

has  long  hung  upon  the  wall  of  the  Bowdoin  chapter-house.  So  little 
pains  was  taken  by  the  chapter  to  make  this  fact  generally  known  in  the 
Fraternity  that  it  has  but  recently  come  to  light,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Julian 
Hawthorne,  who  was  a  D  K  £  at  Harvard,  was  not  aware  of  it.  Probably  the 
doubt  which  has  heretofore  enshrouded  your  own  election  in  the  Fraternity 
at  large  is  due  to  the  same  cause.  The  Bowdoin  chapter  must  be  admon- 
ished not  to  hide  its  candle  under  a  bushel  any  longer. 

From  General  Sheiinan : 

.  .  .  Tell  Blaine  that  as  a  matter  of  course  I  have  read  his  first 
volume  with  gi*ecdy  interest,  and  tliat  I  await  still  more  for  his  second 
volume,  which  must  treat  of  the  **  Reconstruction,"  wherein  lies  the  germ 
of  his  own  failure  to  be  President,  the  **  Solid  South,"  and  other  kindred 
evils,  the  end  of  which  is  fud  yet.  Say  to  him  tliat  I  believe  in  the  course 
of  his  studies  for  liis  first  volume  he  changed  his  mind,  his  estimate  of 
men.  Grant  of  the  number.  lie  used  to  say  Uiat  Grant^s  great  success  as  a 
general  wsis  the  result  of  accident,  but  before  his  judgment  crystallized 
and  became  "  history,"  he  saw  that  so  many  successes  in  war  was  a  legiti- 
mate result  of  qualities,  and  not  of  accident.  I  think  the  better  of  Blaine 
for  this  honest  change  of  opinion.  Now,  in  his  second  volume  his  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  tlie  legislation  and  of  the  men  who  produced 
it  will  be  simply  immoi*taI,  if  he  can  be  equally  frank  and  illuminative. 
Jlis  qualities  are  literary,  not  administrative.  His  oration  on  Gar- 
field was  worthy  of  a  Pitt.  But  to  be  honest,  I  would  not  choose  Blaine 
to  command  a  regiment  or  frigate  in  battle.  Many  an  inferior  man  would 
do  this  better  than  he.  He  was  at  his  best  as  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  his  true  arena  is  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States.  However,  he  has 
begun  the  political  history  of  his  time,  and  must  finish  that  before  he 
begins  sometliing  new.  During  the  war  the  armies  and  navies  sub- 
dued the  Rebellion,  Congress  aiding,  and  sometimes  meddling.  '*  Inter 
arma  silent  leges  "  was  a  maxim  before  America  was  discovered. 

Congress  declared  the  war,  and  after  should  have  supplied  the  means, 
and  remained  silent,  but  on  the  theory  that  it  still  legislated  under  the  Con- 
stitution it  undertook,  like  the  French  Assembly,  **  to  run  tlie  war,"  till  it 
grew  to  such  formidable  proportions  tliat  they.  Congress,  became  ignored. 
Then  the  armies  went  on  from  victory  to  victory  till  1865.  when  Uie 
South,  exhausted,  humiliated,  and  defeated  lay  at  the  mercy  of  Congress. 
The  assassination  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  succession  of  Johnson  were  the 
real  cause  of  the  subsc()uent  mistakes,  because  then  Congress  assumed  all 
the  dictatorial  powers  of  the  government,  ignoring  Constitution,  President, 
and  the  Supreme  Couil,  (dl  coequal  in  one  complicated  system.  .  .  . 
In  1865-6  the  Republicans  could  have  taken  into  their  party  four-fifths  of 
the  young  men  who  fought  and  were  mad  at  Jeff  Davis,  Toombs,  etc., 
who  had  betrayed  them  into  Rebellion.  .  .  .  But  in  the  end  all  will 
be  right.  Cleveland  will  have  more  than  he  can  carry,  must  commit  faults, 
and  the  Republicans,  if  wise,  may  profit  by  them. 
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f»r.  UmtB,  Ho..  S«pMnl>«r  9, : 

Dbax  Blaixe  :   I  fael  apeelAlljr  baiMfnid  tij  Iha   r«»ipt  of  ;«• 

'  IMIM-  at  llm  UUi   liiat.,   irldi  tfco  ftnl  •vrenlMm  fu>K*^  of  }>«r 

mlnnw.  vnry  won!  nf  wbhA  I  Iwvb  alrmdy  rrail  wiih  thrilling  i 

and  wiMularawnl  that  In  Iba  grpal  mac*  of  inrsnta  ;ua  Itarv  Imm 

hMpftilnilgfalocNirMlowMilsliwmiirliiiiioti  wlitfli  wti  krmw. 

M;  cNjrtlK  b  mil  j^uardMl  Hf^lnat  tiio  Itotnona  of  tho  Ptcb.  ■• 
nhtieU  Uiall  SM  iKi  baman  aye*  nTv  Uhimi  uf  m;  clarV.  who  L*  tnrt 
smI  U  luaj  bo  f »r  otnatuuual  |iam{rra|ihft  Bhuwit  \o  It.,  wUhmi  Iaj«l^ 
nunM  b«  tlouUml.  Snob  |a^  w  rMMdvml  ahall  bo  p«u4ed  in  mm  ( 
ounnmiMt  IvUer  ■talM  nwly  to  raori*a  tbem,  aod  ikpadind  « 
aJoMly  pMix)i«i  "  War  Banonla." 

Smc  Grant'i  dnaUi  I  haro  gnna  orer  tn^  Bhu,  and  IttMl  «  Uiv 
hi*  panonal  Intlars  uid  notM,  wbidi  I  will  liiDd  in  liko  manntrr  wM 
wbkh  will  bare  lilrturio  vatiw  whvn  tncrn  nro   ivaiiy  ti>  recvire  ll 

■  .  .  I  ft«l  a  KpKdal  lii(vnu4  in  thu  yixir  KOfoitil  volume,  b 
bavn  hnucMly  ihmlitiMl  wbcclinr  tim  It(i|>uUtif>n  |Hu-ty  warn  wIm 
ncmMniaUan  raccuum.  1  tbnu^t  and  bnlU-vixl  in  \fK&  tbal  ll 
mfsht  have  IukI  for  ibc  mvtv  o«kfn];  (b«  uaitnl  ntppcirt  fit  tba  yvm 
(dkmilM,  wbi>  ntallcMl  Uioj  liad  hnvn  riUmI  by  thtiir  MlEah  bad 
wba  miBt  tiir  Itko  a  hml  »f  buflahms  In  Ibo  opiio^lion  Iwcwiae  ibl 
UcawlniiHrd  nn  JnToaUng  w)ib  pnlhkal  powor  Uic  rocvntlj  anfti 
nn^n.  Bai  I  MMura  jtm  I  wtU  |tlv«  abaolnte  fiulh  lujttarwUti 
ftWfc  mmm,  and  nMolla. 
^^^^^^^  Wtlb  nw(iort  anit  affrytiun,  vmr  trifitiX. 


BIOGRAPHY    OF  JAMES    G.    BLAINE,  635 

he  is  the  picture  of  despair  —  among  all  those  oflicc-seekers,  and  he  a 
philosopher. 

.  .  .  To  Ma<lame  de  Struve's  musical  party  invitations  were  in- 
formal. When  Mr.  Blaine  went  in,  he  said  to  Madame  de  Struve,  *'  1  don't 
know  that  I  am  invited.'*      Said  she,  instantly,  '•  You  were  born  invited." 

May  7.  .  .  .  There  is  to  be  a  dinner  here  Saturday  night,  and  Mr. 
I^mar  is  bidden.  His  note  to  Mr.  Hlaine  lias  just  come,  and  it  would  cast 
a  damper  over  a  funeral,  lie  says  he  can't  refuse  the  kindness  that  has 
asked  him,  so  he  is  coming ;  otherwise  he  knows  he  is  so  broken  in  heait 
and  spirit  that  he  thinks  it  is  an  imposition  for  him  to  come.  Stninge  that 
he  should  have  been  willing  to  give  up  his  senatorship,  which  he  might 
have  for  life,  for  the  bother  of  the  Interior  Department,  which  never  brings 
renown. 

To  M.: 

Augusta,  December  4,  1885. 

.  .  .  Your  fatlicr  is  doing  a  j>rodigious  work  on  his  lK>ok.  He  read 
us  last  night  his  chapter  on  the  Fisheries,  and  then  sat  down  and  wrote  to 
Mrs.  H.  and  Mi's.  H.,  who  had  written  to  him. 

From  Mr.  Blaine: 

Augusta,  December  3,  1885. 

My  dear  Ladies  :  ''  Wot  a  incomprehensible  letter.''  1  am  as  much 
botliered  as  was  the  younger  Weller  with  all  this  *•  he-ing  and  I-ing."  Are 
you  starting  out  on  a  joint  tour  a  la  Robson  and  Crane,  just  to  see  how  funny 
you  can  be,  and  how  easily  you  can  surpass  the  epistolary  effort  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  chaptt»r  of  Pickwick?  Who  would  have  dreameil  of  such  embarrass- 
ment as  you  intlict  ?  I  could  say  so  many  things  to  either  of  you  alone,  and 
yet  so  few  things  to  both  of  you  together.  1  am  in  the  condition  of  Josh 
Billings'  hen),  who  found  it  so  hard  to  devote  himself  lovingly  to  two 
women,  and  keep  up  a  fair  average.  Mrs.  H.,  for  instance,  has  not  the 
slightest  idea  how  profoundly  1  admire  Mrs.  H.,  nor  would  1  for  Uie 
world  let  Mrs.  II.  know  the  things  I  have  stiid  of  Mrs.  11.  Write  me  singly, 
and,  as  we  said  when  boys,  give  a  fellow  a  chance  for  his  white  alley.  If 
each  of  you  will  write  me,  and  swear  in  advance  that  neither  will  show  the 
answer  she  rticeives  to  the  other,  —  then,  why  then,  I  will  be  profoundly 
snre  to  distrust  both  of  you.  This  is  a  sort  of  game  that  dilVers  from  poker : 
one  pair  is  better  than  Uinxs;  and  if  you  ask  me  how  I  will  constitute  the 
pair,  and  get  rid  of  the  third,  my  simple  and  direct  answer  is,  that  I  will 
drop  Mrs.  II.  and  cling  to  Mrs.  II. 

With  haste  and  hope. 

From  Mr.  Blaine  to  Walker: 

Augusta,  December  ti,  1885. 

•  .  .  But  you  must  settle  the  point  for  yourself.  Were  I  situated  just 
as  you  are,  my  mind  would  incline  to  Chicago.  Wherever  you  go.  I  am 
sure  you  have  all  the  elements  of  success  in  you.    You  have  ability  and 
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learning, — I  think  you  have  steady  application  when  it  is  demanded. 
Wherever  you  may  go,  I  am  sure  that  you  will  acquit  yourself  well.  My 
deepest  affecUon  will  follow  you,  and  the  profoundest  Interest  of  my  life 
will  centre  in  you.  I  only  want  you  to  be  equal  to  yourself,  to  oonoentrate 
your  energies  and  stimulate  your  ambition,  and  in  the  language  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  **  not  permit  slight  avocations  to  seduce  your  attention." 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  F.  D.  Grant : 

New  York,  March  6,  1886. 

...  I  wish  to  thanic  you  on  my  own  account  for  the  excellent  pict- 
ure of  my  father  you  have  selected  as  a  frontispiece.  It  is  the  one  my 
father  selected  himself  as  the  picture  he  wished  preserved  of  him  as  Fkvsi- 
dent.  ...  He  received  the  first  volume  of  your  "  Twenty  Years  of 
Congress,"  and  directed  me  to  acknowledge  it.  He  was  much  pleased 
with  what  you  wrote  in  transmitting  the  book»  and  directed  me  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  his  work. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Mr.  Patrick  Ford : 

New  York,  April  10,  W. 

.  .  .  The  regard  I  have  for  you  does  not  consist  in  shows  of  civility. 
**  I  have  that  within  me  which  passeth  show.^'  My  loyalty  to  you  as  the 
representative  of  principles  and  a  policy  that  seem  to  me  to  be  essential  to 
the  healthy  growth  and  dignity  of  the  Republic  is  deep  and  fervid,  rooted 
in  ray  convictions  and  sentiments.  .  .  .  You  are  not  only  my  first 
clioice,  but  my  only  choice.  Outside  of  you  I  have  not  speculated  at  all. 
No  other  man  in  Uie  Republican  party,  in  fact  no  other  possible  candidate 
in  America  in  either  of  the  parties,  has  the  hold  on  the  Irish  vote  that  you 
have,  and  if  the  Republican  party  fail  to  nominate  you  in  ^88,  it  will  in  my 
judgment  have  committed  the  greatest  mistake  in  its  history. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  the  Republicans  will  do  the  right  thing  at  that 
time.  And  for  this  reason  among  others:  I  want  to  see  the  '*  Irish  vote^^ 
broken  up.  I  want  to  see  American  citizens  of  the  Irish  race  free  —  and 
they  now,  thank  God,  are  free  —  to  vote  as  they  individually  see  fit.  This 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  aimH  of  my  life.  I  don^t  believe  in  race  elements 
or  religious  creeds  resolving  themselves  into  a  **  solid  vote.''  I  believe  it 
is  bad  for  the  country  and  bad  for  the  element  itself.  The  first  links  in 
the  chain  that  has  held  the  Irish  in  bondage  to  the  Democratic  party  are 
now  broken  —  they  were  struck  oft'  in  1884  —  and  your  nomination  in  1888 
will  complete  their  emancipation.  .  .  .  The  labor  clement,  by  recog- 
nizing its  just  claims  and  without  any  demagogic  appeals,  can,  I  believe,  be 
secured  to  us  in  1888.  ...  I  am  thinking  of  taking  a  run  over  to  Ire- 
land in  a  few  weeks,  and  if  I  can  arrange  to  go  by  way  of  Augusta  I  shall 
do  so.  In  May  next  it  will  have  been  forty  years  since  my  father  took  me, 
with  the  family,  from  Gal  way  town.  I  was  then  a  child,  a  trifle  over  eight, 
and  I  have  not  seen  the  Green  Isle  since. 
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To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  W.  D.  Washburne : 

Mat  2,  1886. 

Several  days  ago  a  snug  little  package  came  by  express  addressed  to 
Mrs.  Washburne,  but  in  my  care,  and  with  the  curiosity  of  a  man  I  opened 
the  package,  which  proved  to  be  the  two  handsome  volumes  of  your 
•*  Twenty  Years  in  Congi*ess,"  presented  to  her  with  your  compliments  and 
with  a  very  pleasant  allusion  to  the  friendship  that  has  existed  between 
ourselves  for  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years.  ...  As  for  my- 
self, you  can  rest  assured  that  my  friendship  for  you  has  never  wavered 
since  I  first  came  to  know  you  in  Augusta  in  1854,  when  a  green  stripling  I 
left  old  Bowdoin.  I  trust  this  friendship  of  so  long  standing  may  continue 
to  the  end. 

From  Neal  Dow : 

Portland,  Me.,  June  5,  1886. 

The  Boston  papers  say  that  I  was  absent  from  the  City  Hall  meeting 
because  I  would  not  be  on  the  same  platform  with  you.  I  hope  it  is  not 
necessary  to  assure  you  that  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  truth  in  that.  I  have 
in  no  way  changed  my  personal  relations  toward  you  since  I  gave  my  vote 
for  you  most  cordially  in  1884,  believing,  as  I  did,  that  with  you  in  the 
White  House  the  Republican  party  would  recover  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  the  country  which  it  had  most  gloriously  won.  It  seems  to  me  now 
that  the  Democratic  party  is  doing  its  best  to  ensure  for  1888  what  barely 
failed  in  1884. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Bar  Harbor,  June,  1886. 

Not  one  day  since  my  hist  have  I  even  been  ofi*  this  hill.  Here  we  are,  H., 
M.,  andT.  —  and  myself  with  oar])entcrs,  painters,  blacksmiths,  plumbers, 
cabinet-makers,  paper-hangers,  seamstresses  (strong spell),  and  1  know  not 
what  with  us ;  we  have  firm  possession  of  the  third  fioor,  and  disputing  the 
second,  while  chaos  and  mechanics  have  absolute  sway  on  the  first.  But 
we  fight  our  way  along.  I  have  to  be  everywhere  at  once,  and  have  done 
more  actual  physical  labor  for  the  past  ten  days  tlian  you  ever  did  in  the 
whole  of  your  life.  .  .  .  Walker  leaves  this  week  for  Chicago  —  to  be 
launched  at  last  on  the  sea  of  life. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  J.  B.  Foraker : 

Executive  Department,  Office  of  the  Governor, 

Columbus,  September  17,  1886. 

Only  yesterday  I  wrote  you  urging  you  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the 
BepnblicaoB  of  Chattanooga  to  address  them  some  time  next  month,  and 
now  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Young  Men's 
Blaine  Clnb  of  Cinoinnati,  insisting  that  I  shall  write  you  urging  yon  to 
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*cc«pt  the  inritaUon,  whidi  he  Informa  tne-  ihoy  liavo  sent  yo^,  to  n 
the  openioK  of  their  now  headquarUr*  on  llic  uvtining  of  the  :H)th  it 

This  club  nnmbers  •omethlog  like  four  Imriclreil  or  dvu  iiitn<Ired  metn- 
ben.  The;  an  the  moet  sctirs  of  a]  I  ilio  wurking  nicmbere  of  uur 
party  in  HuniltOD  ooun^.  Yoa  nerer  &i:..|.'  a,  iirulticr  ur  iiioi-c  (-reilitH- 
ble  little  speech  thsn  the  one  you  mad"  u,  tlii>ni  iit  the  Bnmet  House. 
They  organiMd  the  oame  evening  after  y...i  wore  noiiiinutral,  its  k  tempo- 
rary club  for  the  porposes  of  that  campaign,  nni)  orgniilxwl  as  it  i>cnna- 
nent  club  the  day  after  ynn  were  defeaiL-il.  .  .  .  Not  nnty  will  tfa^ 
but  all  the  other  olnba  and  Repoblicana  of  CinHnnati  aiul  suuihurn  Ohio 
■  greet  yon  and  make  your  rtay  a  pleaaant  oviitiuii.    An^pt  if  yoii  csii. 

From  Mr.  Blune : 

Boston,  th-tuber,  1886. 

I  hod  the  felici^  of  N.'s  company,  wbo^l  wult  at  gmat  length  on  th«  great- 
nese  and  grandeur  of  my  character.  He  inLimntoil  ibut  <:oiii)iiii-ih1  with  mo 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  were  ■■  small  |><il.it«ott"_  »tl  otwhicliin  a  car, 
and  in  a  loud  voice,  with  many  people  li.srcnlii^,  taa.y  be  called  pleasant 
entertainment. 

I  had  a  charming  visit,  eveiything  delightful. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Geo.  H.  IVriiili:ton  : 

Amkrican  Legation. 

IIkhijn.  N.n-omborS,  1X86. 
.  .  .  I  am  pleased  (o  see  you  have  had  such  a  gratifying  tour  througb 
Pennsylvania,  for  though  we  have  not  alw.iya  been  able  to  agree  in  politi- 
cal opinion  and  actions,  there  hna  never  been  a  time  since  we  met  in  Con- 
gress when  I  could  not  offer  you  the  moat  friendly  congratulations  on  the 
manifestaljon  of  good-will  and  appreciation  on  the  part  of  our  counttymea 
towards  yourself. 

From  V. : 

Augusta.  December,  "Se. 

...  Dr.  Webb  met  Mr.  Blidne  at  the  station.  He  had  a  little  tooch 
of  gout  before  he  left  home.  He  thinks,  however,  that  he  did  not  show  it 
or  widk  lame  so  that  any  one  suspected  him  —  though  he  says  when  he 
came  out,  it  was  like  walking  on  your  eye-balls.  Nor  did  he  suffer  mncfa 
trouble  that  night,  but  the  next  morning  the  foot  was  so  swollen  and  ptdn- 
ful  thitt  he  could  not  touch  it  to  the  Roor.  I  don't  know  how  lie  got  to  the 
station,  but  I  think  he  was  carried  in  a  chair  to  and  from  the  carriage.  Dr. 
Webb  went  with  him.  He  telegraphed  to  Ur.  Gordon,  of  Portland,  who  met 
him  at  Portland  station  with  hot-water  bags  and  morphine  pills,  and  Mr. 
Manley  went  to  Portland  to  meet  him,  and  the  morphine  put  him  to  sleep  at 
ot>ce,  nor  has  he  got  over  it  yet,  but  has  slept  much  of  the  time  since.  Two 
policemen  brought  him  from  the  carriage  here  up  to  his  room.     .     .     . 
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He  is  much  pleased  with  his  reception.  .  .  .  Dr.  Webb's  introduction 
of  him  was  a  bit  of  inspiration  —  quite  spontaneous,  Mr.  Blaine  says.  Dr. 
Webb  asked  him  how  he  should  introduce  him,  and  Mr.  Blaine  said,  only  as 
your  friend  and  parishioner,  nothing  more ;  and  Dr.  Webb  took  the  cue 
well.  Rev.  Heman  Lincoln's  speech  was  good,  except  the  little  snap  at  the 
end,  which  Dr.  Webb  says  was  in  express  violation  of  contract.  He 
told  Mr.  Lincoln  he  was  afraid  he  would  get  loose,  and  Lincoln  promised 
he  wouldn't.  I  don't  suppose  he  thinks  he  did.  Mr.  Blaine  was  greatly 
pleased  with  President  Robinson,  of  Brown.  Dr.  McKenzie  was  effusive. 
Pity  he  could  not  have  effused  a  little  a  year  or  two  earlier,  and  led  the 
ministers  instead  of  following  tliem.  When  Mr.  Manley  wanted  him  to 
turn  the  tide  of  detraction  a  little,  1  remember  his  reply,  that  it  was  so  long 
since  he  had  known  Mr.  Blaine,  that,  etc.,  —  and  he  did  not  do  it.  It  is  just 
as  long  now,  and  will  never  be  any  shoiier.  Did  Mr.  Blaine  seem  in  good 
heart  ?  He  was  pretty  low  down  for  two  or  three  days  before  he  went. 
We  refused  to  admit  for  one  moment  the  possibility  of  his  not  going,  so 
did  Mr.  Manley,  and  I  don't  think  even  with  all  his  gout  he  is  sorry  he 
went. 

From  Dr.  Webb: 

Boston,  December  25,  1886. 

Dear  Mrs.  Blaine  :  I  wish  thee  and  thy  '*  gude  mon  "  a  merry  Christ- 
mas. Is  he  sorry  that  he  came  to  Boston  ?  I  am  glad  as  a  girl  when  her 
love  has  been  requited.  And  the  dub  was  glad.  When  they  saw  a  man 
(and  Blaine  is  more  of  a  stranger  in  Boston  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
country)  delicate  and  gentle  in  appearance,  with  nothing  about  him  that 
seemed  to  say,  ''I  will  exalt  my  throne  above  the  stars;  I  will  sit  also 
upon  the  mount  of  the  congregation ;  "  a  man  without  a  sword  on  his  thigh, 
or  a  concealed  dagger  in  his  bosom ;  a  man  that  one  can  honor  and  trust 
and  love,  —  rise  right  up  before  them  in  modesty,  grai'e,  and  gocxl- 
ness,  they  just  broke  loose;  men  swung  their  hats,  and  women  —  God 
bless  them  !  —  fluttered  their  handkerchiefs  and  half  cried  with  emotions  of 
gladness. 

And  now  that  the  enemy  has  picked  the  meeting  and  the  speeches  all  over, 
he  finds  a  chance  to  liatohel  Brother  Lincoln  a  little  —  and  that  is  all. 
I  answercjd  Brother  L.'s  letter  a  day  or  two  since,  and  told  him  not  to 
sleep  less,  nor  write  less,  nor  minimize  his  hope  of  heaven  because  of  any- 
thing that  the  critics  could  say  against  him.  (vood  man,  he  had  rather 
cut  off  his  hand  than  wound  Mr.  Blaine.  Do  you  see  —  if  such  ubiquity 
and  power  were  imputed  to  an  angel   in  heaven,  he  would  be  a  marked 

character  —  that  the said  next  morning  that  Mr.  Blaine  is  going  to 

Euro[)e  next  autumn :  first,  to  visit  Ireland  and  stir  up  the  Irish  for  the 
sake  of  the  effect  in  this  country  on  his  candidacy  for  the  presidency ;  and 
then,  second,  to  visit  Germany  to  stir  up  the  Germans  so  as  to  get  their 
vote,  and  so,  of  course,  make  a  deail  sure  thing  of  it  ? 

Compass  the  world  for  an  ofllcc !    To  tell  them  that  the  man  would  not 


&40 


atooHAPur  or  jakmch  a.  \ 


lift  hU  hwi'l  for  It,  to  i£ll  tliem  that  ha  Berar  diw 
wiib  for  ihi>  lul  noiDlnfttlon,  li  Co  ba  thooght  daft, 
I  twTo  manj  oongnOulUioD*  uo  thu  micueaa  of  ll 
bop«  rtuu  Mr.  BUatia'i  mailng  did  not  caiwe  U* 
tliU  ho  Is  «ll  ligfai  ftg^n.  ^Vlll  jou  tell  bliu  for  a 
bU  t!«|j«iTsllii|[  whlreu.  aiid  urgwDov  of  nntrritMn 
ba  ernr  ilid  wm  the  wriUon  aiilugy  of  (jarilrld  ?     f 

Fnim  G. : 

AUOD 

...  Mr.  niftUia  wnnt  Ui  Um  ■tNtian  witb  N 
(dl  foul  of  hloi  luid  Miiil  b(>  bail  lM«n  foKtrutiUil 
Mif  Mtd  ftnil  nut  if  tbn  n>|iorti  nl  WwbUiKl'"),  tl 
«te.,  ware  trap.  Ha  ibIiI  \ve  ntuiuU  n^rt  tltoL  hi 
UI  opaa  aluljcti  s  irill«  from  bmni'  aI  niiilnl);))!,  witl 
bnlow  Wirn !  whii'fa  Iin  tbouKliI  wuuld  Im  answor  «■ 


■  ■1,1 


T<i  Mr.  Blaine,  from  W;ak(T: 

I  h&ve  Junt  n^elfi-il  yniir  lt>Ui>r,  wtiUon  od  yi 
(Uipcwimd  Uin  i?nt-l<wum  ui  Uie  bank.  ...  1 
many  ways  ugion  the  oulMwne  of  Ih*  elMtlon  ^ 
I  fi-.l  thM  Willi  llir  rr-[i.irniilil!lti(>!i  iif  tht-  prt'-iMcno; 


lliii  tor  III.'  Iiiiiii 
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of  Mrs.  Blaine,  and  F.  appeared  in  a  tall  silk  hat,  better  than  I  ever  saw 
Mr.  Blaine  wear.  Mr.  Manley  said  that  after  Mr.  Blaine  gave  F.  his 
letter  stating  his  good  points,  it  was  hard  to  make  F.  do  another  thing. 
He  thought  that  was  enough. 

To  G.  : 

Augusta,  June  5.  1887. 

.  .  .  Blainey  run  away  yesterday  noon  just  as  his  dear  grandpa  was 
about  sitting  down  to  his  last  dinner.  I  galloped,  T.  galloped,  we  galloped 
all  three,  and  the  dear  little  culprit  was  found  hunting  his  home  in  the 
Sturgis^  yard.     "  I  didn't  run  away,  grandpa;  I  didn't  go  near  tlie  track." 

Ems,  German  Lloyd  Line,  June  14,  1887. 

We  got  off  Monday  afternoon  at  three,  and  as  the  train  swung  along 
below  the  Governor's  grave,  there  sitting  on  the  green  bank,  waving  to 
us,  were  Blainey  and  Jose,  and  the  four  girls,  —  and  then  and  there  my 
heart  broke.  Thai  little  figure  in  the  Hitt  hat,  with  its  red  streamer, 
waving  to  his  grandma,  T  shall  never  sec  again.  Q.,  and  Emmons,  and 
Walker,  and  R.  came  down  to  the  steamship,  and  saw  us  pulled  out  into 
the  stream,  without  any  attempt  at  cheerfulness.  .  .  .  Mr.  Blaine,  who 
began  with  a  perturbed  stomach,  a  disbelief  in  his  companions  in  misery, 
two  overcoats,  his  old  Pennsylvania  gloves,  and  a  yellow  silk  handken;hief 
round  his  neck,  a  steamer  (;hair,  and  all  the  rtigs  he  could  persuade  his 
womankind  they  did  not  need,  being  generally  swaddled,  and  swathed, 
and  feet  put  to  rest  by  kindly  strangers,  is  now  perambulating  the  deck 
in  one  summer  overcoat,  kid  gloves  stitched  with  black,  and  a  freedom  of 
step,  which  is  commonly  supposed  to  belong  to  the  heather,  as  alert,  and 
bright-eyed,  and  gentle  ns  he  appeared  to  Dr.  Webb  at  the  Orthodox  club 
dinner.  ...  I  so  approved  your  Andover  article,  I  brought  it  along 
for  Mr.  Blaine,  and  in  reading  it  that  first  day  out,  he  forgot  to  remember 
his  woes  and  all  his  home  joys.     .     .     . 

To  Walker: 

London,  June  30,  1887. 

I  am  waiting  for  your  father  to  dress  him  for  Lord  Rosebery's  dinner. 
.  .  .  Yesterday  your  parents  and  M.  were  graciously  pleased  to  be 
present  at  the  Queen's  garden-party.  .  .  .  The  beef-eaters  told  us  how 
to  go  through  the  palace,  and  after  we  found  ourselves  on  the  terrace  — 
this  was  all  there  was  of  it—  like  Niagara.  The  gardens  are  pretty  as  a 
dream,  and  there  were  thousands  of  ladies,  gayly  and  beautifully  dressed, 
and  gentlemen  by  the  hundred,  in  every  shade  of  ugliness.  ...  It 
was  not  an  impressive  sight  to  see  all  the  ladies  falling  backwards  before 
this  little  and  old  woman,  like  waves  dying  on  the  seashore.  That  they 
should  be  willing  to  do  it,  I  found  it  hard  to  understand,  for  the  courtesying 
amounted  to  obeisance.  Some  of  the  dress  was  very  handsome,  and  the 
jewels ;  but  the  tone  of  the  whole  thing  was  gloomy,  frigid,  and  totally 
unimaginative.     Nothing  here  has  surprised  me  more  than  the  gloomy 
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character  of  English  enjoyment  as  compared  with  the  gaje^  of  home. 
.  •  .  Your  father  is  reading  the  papers,  and  breakfasting  in  our  own 
sitting-room.  .  .  .  After  the  Rosebery  dinner  he  went  last  nigfat  to  a 
great  art  reception. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

Mbtropolb,  June  30,  1887. 

It  is  always  the  poorest  of  excuses  to  say  you  are  so  busy  you  cannot 
write,  but  I  have  been  overwhelmed  since  I  reached  Liondon.  Invitar 
tions  have  come  from  all  hands  like  snow-flakes,  and  I  have  been  up  to  the 
eyes  in  hospitalities  and  social  engagements.  I  cannot  go  into  details,  but 
a  few  things  strike  me,  —  firat,  that  as  a  rule,  the  houses,  such  for  instance 

as  the  Duke  of and  Earl  of  ,  are  not  so  largo,  nor  nearly  so 

elegant,  as  many  houses  in  Washington,  and  are  immeasurably  behind  the 
great  houses  of  New  York. 

We  were  all  at  the  Queen^s  garden-party  at  Buckingham  Palace  yester- 
day. It  was  very  line ;  and  all  England  of  royalty,  nobility,  and  fashimi 
were  there.     .    .     . 

Queen  Kapiolani  —  looks  just  like  old  Caroline,  the  cook  —  walked  with 
royalty,  and  gave  a  shade  of  color  to  the  procession. 

The  nobility,  civil  as  they  are,  .  .  .  fear,  hate,  dread  the  influence 
of  the  Republic  on  their  own  position  and  privileges.  I  can  see  that  feeling 
daily. 

I  look  back  homeward  with  a  feeling  and  longing  near  akin  to  Aome- 
sickness,  and  with  a  recollection  of  events  that  seem  too  delightful  in  ret- 
rospect ever  to  have  been  real.  I)o  you  know  enough  of  my  feeling  to 
understand'  it  ?  If  not,  come  abroad  and  see  how  quickly  you  will  com- 
prehend it. 

To  Walker : 

KiLORASTON,  July  15, 1887. 

.  .  .  We  came  to  it  Monday,  not  knowing  whither  Andrew  was 
leading  us,  so  stupidly  ignorant,  in  fact,  of  all  the  deIights,of  this  House 
Beautiful,  that  your  father  was  almost  ready  to  say  he  would  not  come  un- 
less the  Hales  did,  and  I,  I  confess,  as  bad,  with  a  difference.  And  here  we 
arc  enjoying,  as  only  pilgrims  and  sojourners  at  hotels  can  enjoy,  this  oasis 
of  home  life,  and  day  and  night  I  bless  the  Providence  which  has  set  tlie 
solitary  in  families  and  moved  him  to  hospitality.  Yesterday  we  returned 
from  an  excursion  of  two  days  to  Dunfermline.  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Hay 
are  coming  to-day  to  stop  over  Sunday,  a  splendid  addition  to  the  company. 
Your  father  is  getting  so  much  benefit  from  the  open  air,  in  which  he 
spends  his  entire  day — and  think  how  long  the  days  arc  in  this  latitude: 
it  was  half-past  eight  when  we  reivched  home  last  night,  and  the  sun  was 
just  setting,  and  we  were  dining  at  half-past  nine  by  its  waning  light 
alone,  and  your  father  could  read  the  label  on  the  champagne  bottle  with- 
out glasses;  that  he  has  discarded  woollen  socks  and  gaiters  and  one 
overcoat,   and  is   getting  really  a  color.     Also  he  has  danced  the  hay- 
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makers —  which  is  oar  Virginia  reel —  on  the  lawn,  and  has  played  skittles. 
We  breakfast  every  morning  at  nine,  and  as  Mr.  Carnegie  would  not  sit 
down  to  the  table  without  him,  he  gets  up  in  good  season  —  a  great  advan- 
tage over  that  long  lying  in  bed  which  at  homo  he  so  much  indulges  in. 

ToG.: 

KiLGRASTON.  July  18,  1887. 

It  was  on  the  queen's  highway  and  this  morning  that  Mr.  Hlainc  and  I 
stopped  the  mail  carrier,  and  it  might  have  been  Henry  Hall  himself  who 
unstrappeil  the  pouch,  so  much  as  a  matter  of  course  did  he  seem  to  take 
it  that  Mr.  Blaine's  peremptory  '•  halt"  should  be  obeyed.  .  .  .  Where 
were  we  going?  Nowhere;  that  is,  I  was  not,  but  my  other  ego  was 
bound  for  Kinghom  to  do  honor  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  whom  all  Scotland  is 
just  now  delighting  to  honor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnegie  had  gone  off  on  the 
coach  to  Kinghom,  —  about  thirty-five  miles,  —  but  Mr.  Blaine  against  this 
long  drive  had  pn)te8ted  so  vigorously  that  he  was  allowed  to  go  by  train, 
though  he  had  to  give  his  word  to  coach  back  to-mon'ow.  .  .  .  Our 
most  generous  and  hospitable  host  is  very  [>eremptory.  .  .  .  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elale  went  away  yesterday  after  a  week's  visit,  and  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Hay  went  this  morning,  and  yesterday  the  C,  P's  (five)  came. 
Mrs.  Carnegie  poured  cofTee  this  morning  for  sixteen.  Scotland  is  a 
beautiful  country,  and  I  have  enjoyed  this  oasis  of  home  life  in  the  midst 
of  hotel  life.  .  .  .  This  beautiful  Scotch  day,  which  l)egan  in  cold  and 
drizzling  clouds,  is  now,  at  eleven  o'clock,  beaming  u|K)n  us  with  sunshine 
and  cool  breezes.  Our  hostess,  Mi*s.  P.,  Laily  C,  T.,  and  young  P.  have 
gone  into  Perth  —  for  what?  to  buy  a  piano.  So  our  autoi'rat  of  the 
breakfast,  dinner,  and  lunch  table  has  decreed.  Young  P.  is  a  musical 
genius,  and  this  old  *'  grand,''  l)elonging  to  the  eflfete  nobility,  whose 
purse  is  light,  suddenly  found  itself  c^ondemncd  last  night,  after  yielding 
up  strains  of  sweetest  hamiony,  1  must  say,  to  silence,  and  it  was  or- 
dered that  its  successor  should  be  installed  in  oflice  before  the  evening  of 
another  day.  Hence  Perth,  which  is  four  miles  ott*.  .  .  .  For  instance, 
this  morning  at  breakfast  the  talk  had  run  into  the  expediency  of  build- 
ing up  the  navy,  when  Mr.  Blaine  was  delivered  of  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting and  masterly  statements  of  what  it  was  in  his  mind  to  secure 
through  tlie  Garfield  ailminist ration  that  1  have  ever  heard  even  from  his 
lips.  They  all  came  back  from  Kinghorn  in  seiison  for  a  half-past  seven 
dinner  Wednesday,  the  Carnegies  having  slept  in  a  ix>om  at  the  castle 
once  occupied  by  Mary  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Blaine  in  Cromwell's  room.  All 
the  Blaines  in  Scotland  were  named  by  name  at  the  ban(|uct,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  that  bailiwick  women  sat  down  to  a  public  dinner.  The  P  s 
have  gone  over  incontinently  to  the  Blaine  banner,  if  that  banner  shall 
eyer  float  again.  .  .  .  We  think  now  we  may  leave  for  the  Trossachs 
Monday,  coming  back  here  for  our  luggage.  I  hate  to  go  out  into  a  cold 
world  again,  but  we  have  not  really  crossed  the  water  to  spend  our  sum- 
mer with  Americans.      I  sometimes  ask   myself  why  we  came  abroad- 
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Certainly  I  am  not  half  as  hi^py  as  I  should  be  at  Bar  Harbor  with 
Blainey,  and  all  the  others  whom  I  hold  dear;  but  I  shall  have  attained, 
when  I  retam,  to  something,  without  whidi  I  have  always  thought  myself 
to  have  fallen  short 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

London,  August  15*  W. 

The  people  of  Ireland  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  discouraged  or  even  heart- 
broken race.  I  could  not,  if  called  upon,  fortify  this  conclusion  by  facts 
and  illustrations,  but  the  impression,  which  is  about  all  a  traveller  gets, 
was  all  that  way.  Their  cauae  is,  however,  progressing  in  England,  not 
exactly  for  the  kind  of  **  home  rule "  which  Gladstone  enclosed  in  last 
year's  bill,  but  still  a  substantial  and  valuable  measure  of  local  self-govern- 
ment, and  which  will  still  leave  Ireland  represented  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  In  America,  you  know,  we  never  considered  any  other  form 
of  **  home  rule**  either  practicable  or  desirable.  They  wished  to  give  me  a 
great  banquet  in  Dublin,  but  I  felt  that  to  accept  would  simply  be  eating 
and  drinking  the  substance  of  the  poor.  .  .  .  One  must  come  to 
Europe  to  see  how  much  we  have  at  home.    I  have  lost  sight  of  politics. 

To  Walker : 

Browne  Hotel'  London. 

, .  .  .  We  had  too  good  a  time  at  the  Camegies  to  enjoy  anything 
which  followed,  and  when  the  following  was  poor  Ireland,  it  was  a  far 
from  pleasing  week,  —  saving  always  our  visit  to  Cork  and  the  Coppinger 
family,  whi(;li  was  very  satisfactory  to  us,  and  I  hope  to  tlicm.  .  ,  . 
This  hotel  seems  much  more  satisfactory  than  the  Metropole ;  but,  alas !  we 
must  quit  our  haven  of  rest  Monday  to  go  and  bathe  in  (Germany.  Three 
days  in  London,  tliough,  make  one  sooty  enough  to  render  any  course  of 
baths  beneficial. 

From  Mr.  Blaine : 

IIoMBURQ,  August  24,  '87. 

Trevelyan  turned  back  when  he  saw  tiiat  Liberal  Unionism  was  Toryism 
in  disguise,  and  especially  when  he  saw  that  Mr.  (xladstone  was  willing  to 
modify  his  bill  of  last  year  on  the  points  where  he  had  made  objections,  — 
Irish  representation  in  Imperial  Parliament  and  the  abandonment  of  the 
scheme  of  buying  out  the  landlords  at  the  expense,  or  even  possible  expense, 
of  the  British  taxpayer.  Trevelyan  felt  —  so  a  friend  of  his  told  me  — 
that  he  would  be  selling  his  birthright  —  as  the  nephew  of  his  uncle  —  to 
separate  from  the  Liberal  party ;  and  so  he  is  back  in  triumph  and  the 
beating  of  drums.  There  may  be  an  Irish  bull  in  inheriting  a  birthright 
from  an  uncle,  but  you  know  my  meaning.  This  phice  is  gay  and  inter- 
esting, and  a  splendid  health  resort.  I  am  so  busy  getting  well  and 
stroncr  that  I   have  no  time  for  triiles. 
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To  Walker : 

HOMBURG,  September  1,  1887. 

.  .  .  We  are  all  well,  thoagh  rather  lost,  almost  every  one  we  know 
having  completed  or  cut  the  cure.  The  Fricks  went  yestenlay  and  the 
Hales  this  morning  and  the  Depews  this  afternoon.  Mr.  Blaine  has  been 
playing  a  cold  and  rheumatism  an3rwhere,  preparatory,  I  think,  to  the  morti- 
fying announcement  that  he  was  satisfied  with  a  half  cure.  .  .  .  We 
breakfast  in  our  sitting-room,  waited  on  by  a  German  maid,  who,  when  I 
complain  of  the  rolls  not  being  fresh,  feels  them  all  over  with  her  fingers, 
to  assure  me  that  they  are  soft.     .     .     . 

September  23.  .  .  .  He  found  the  F's,  witli  whom  he  tjoarded  twenty 
years  ago,  going  on  at  the  same  old  stand  and  delighted  to  see  him,  only  it 
was  tlie  son  and  daughter  instead  of  tlie  fatlier  and  mother.  They  were  as 
fully  posted  about  him  as  you  and  I,  and  his  doctor  is  the  doctor  of  twenty 
years  ago. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Colonel  I  lay : 

WASinNGTON,  December  8. 

I  must  thank  you  for  my  share  of  the  enjoyment  of  your  counterblast 
published  in  the  Tribune  to-day.  We  were  all  lost  in  disgust  at  the 
.  .  .  message,  and  not  knowing  just  what  to  do  with  it,  when,  as  we 
might  have  expected,  but  did  not,  came  from  over  the  sea  the  clear  blast 
of  the  trumpet,  declaring  battle  and  bringing  the  fighting  men  into  well- 
ordered  ranks.     You  have  given  us  our  platform  for  next  year. 

Enjoy  yourself  and  come  back  to  us  with  your  neck  clothed  in  thunder. 
We  need  all  the  celestial  help  there  is  going  next  year.  I  can't  help 
thinking  of  that  awful  (Jerman  line,  **  Against  stupidity  the  very  gods  war 
unvictorious."    Hut  we  must  not  give  up  in  advance. 

From  Mr.  Blaine,  to  Hon.  J.  H.  Manley : 

Sorrento,  Italy,  Aj)ril,  1888. 

I  beg  you  will  not  fail  to  continue  your  letters  and  make  them  more  fre- 
quent. They  are  a  great  resource  to  me,  away  ofl\  fifteen  hundreil  miles  from 
home.  As  I  write  this,  Mrs.  Blaine  is  sitting  on  a  balcony  from  one  of  our 
windows  that  looks  over  a  precipice  three  hundred  feet  high,  with  the  Bay 
of  Naples  below,  the  city  fourteen  miles  across  the  bay,  directly  opposite ; 
Vesuvius  on  the  right,  witli  a  great  volume  of  smoke  issuing  from  the 
crater ;  the  island  of  Capri  and  earthquake-shaken  Ischia  on  the  left ;  Pom- 
peii distinctly  visible  with  a  glass  she  holds  in  her  hand,  and  with  another 
sweep  of  the  glass  she  can  distinctly  see  tlie  island  to  which  Brutus  fleil  after 
the  murder  of  Cn3sar,  and  where  Cicero  visited  him  in  his  exile.  A  little  be- 
yond, in  plainer  view  with  a  glass  than  the  State  House  is  from  your  home, 
overlies  the  city  of  Puteoli,  where  St.  Paul  landed  and  preached  a  week  od 
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his  way  to  Rome.  He  left  his  ship  there  and  went  overland.  I  have  taken  the 
glass,  and  I  can  easily  see  the  pier  where  St.  Paul  put  his  foot.  See  the 
last  chapter  of  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  I  have  visited  all  these  places  again 
and  again,  having  been  in  the  neighborhood  nearly  a  month ;  and  while  I 
take  great  pleasure  with  these  associations,  I  would  not  give  one  good  look 
at  Bar  Harbor  for  the  whole  of  it. 

Indianapous,  Ind.,  June  30,  1888. 

Mr  DEAR  Mr.  Blaine  :  Tour  cablegram  was  so  prompt,  so  generous, 
and  so  stirring  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  giving  it  to  the  press,  which  I 
did  not  doubt  would  be  in  the  line  of  your  wishes.  My  first  thought  was 
to  send  you  by  cable  my  grateful  acknowledgments,  but  on  reflection  I 
concluded  to  use  the  mails,  as  offering  me  a  medium  for  a  fuller  and  more 
confidential  expression  of  my  feelings. 

From  your  most  intimate  and  trusted  friends  I  had  the  assurance  tliat  in 
a  possible  contingency  you  and  they  might  regard  my  nomination  with 
favor.  It  was  only  such  assurances  that  made  my  Indiana  friends  hope- 
ful of  success,  and  only  the  help  of  your  friends  made  success  possi- 
ble, Tt  will  give  me  pleasure  always  to  show  my  high  appreciation  of  the 
efiloient  and  conclusive  support  your  very  close  friends  gave  to  me  in  the 
convention. 

I  am  now  looking  forward  with  great  interest  to  the  time  when  you  shall 
return  and  give  to  the  campaign  the  impetus  that  only  your  voice  can  give 
to  it.  If  it  suits  your  plans  I  would  like  to  have  an  early  visit  from  you, 
and  Mrs.  Harrison  requests  that  you  will  bring  Mi*s.  Blaine  with  you. 
You  will,  of  course,  know  that  tliis  impli(;s  that  during  your  stay  we  shall 
expect  to  have  a  <^reat  meeting  and  a  speech  from  you.  Our  State  conven- 
tion meets  August  8.  I  write  in  haste  and  amid  constant  interruptions. 
Please  convey  to  Mr.  Carnegie  my  thanks  for  his  congratulatiny  message, 
and  to  your  family  my  very  kind  regards. 

(Gratefully  and  very  sincerely  yours, 

Benj.  Harrison. 

(  Personal.) 

Indianapolis,  June  30,  1888. 
Walker  Blaine,  Esg.,  Chicago,  III.: 

Mv  DEAR  SiK:  1  want  first  to  thank  you  for  your  very  kind  letter  of 
eonjrratulation,  and  for  your  lussuranee  that  my  nomination  would  be  very 
agreeal)le  to  your  father,  lie  has  personally  given  me  so  many  evidences 
of  his  eonCulence  tliat  I  did  not  for  a  moment  doubt  that  he  would  now 
give  me  his  indispensable  support  in  this  campaign.  His  cordial  and  very 
hopeful  telegram  was  a  most  auspicious  beginning,  and  gave  me  a  hospi- 
table reception  from  his  frienils.  I  would  have  cabled  my  thanks  to  him, 
but  in  the  hun*y  here  I  eould  not  get  his  luldress.  And,  besides,  I  pre- 
ferred a  method  of  communication  that  would  enable  me  to  speak  more 
fullv  anil   more  eontidentiallv.     Will    you   be   ^oo<\   enough  to  seal   and 
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address  to  him  the  enclosed  letter.     I  have  also  enclosed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Carnegie,  which  I  will  also  ask  you  to  address  and  forward. 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  you  at  my  house  at  any  time. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Benj.  Harrison. 

P.S.  —  Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  Elkins  has  arrived  at  my  house, 
and  I  have  been  able  to  send  the  letter  to  your  father  direct. 

To  Walker: 

Cluny  Castle,  July  10,  1888. 

.  .  .  Your  father  is  perfectly  well,  in  the  best  of  spirits.  Think  of 
it :  to-day  he  has  driven  in  a  soaking  rain,  in  an  open  carriage,  sixteen 
miles,  and  I  have  now  just  left  him  after  his  lunch,  — roast  lamb,  cabbage, 
stewed  rhubarb  and  cream,  whiskey  and  water  (the  great  English  table- 
drink  now) ,  and  crackers  and  cheese,  —  reading  aloud.  Tell  Emmons  1  will 
be  sure  to  have  him  well-dressed  when  he  visits  New  York.  The  conven- 
tion made  no  ruflle,  and  has  left  none  on  the  bosom  of  his  content.  Not 
for  worlds  would  he  have  the  campaign  on  his  hands. 

From  Mr.  Blaine,  to  Colonel  Hay : 

Cluny  Castle,  Kingussie,  N.B.,  July  17,  1888. 

.  .  .  '*  Vidi  mtiUos  homines  el  Ceruis  ^'  since  I  left  home  in  June  of  last 
year,  but  I  am  about  to  return  doubly  content  with  America,  and  willing 
to  give  bond,  if  need  be,  that  I  shall  give  stintingly  of  whatever  time  1 
have  in  the  future  to  the  effete  monarchies.  I  find  that  every  year  makes 
my  own  fireside  more  attractive.  The  common  experience  to  this  effect 
still  leaves  it  a  novelty  to  each  man  as  it  comes  upon  him  with  unexpected 
force.  ...  I  have  been  deeply  entertained  with  each  successive  chap- 
ter of  your  history.  But,  heavens !  how  you  are  (in  the  cause  of  tnith) 
uncovering  some  cruel  facts.  .  .  .  Facts  are  fearful  things,  especially 
if  they  suddenly  rise  from  the  grave,  where  you  had  vainly  imagined  them 
to  be  buried  beyond  ho))e  of  resurrection.  ...  I  am  anxious  to  reach 
home  to  see  how  the  political  currents  are  <lrifting.  Newspapers  give 
little  information,  when  you  are  beyond  touch  with  the  inside  and  real 
movements.  It  lias  seemed  to  me  that  Ilanison  has  many  elements,  beside 
the  one  of  geography,  for  a  good  canvas.  It  seems  truly  awful  to  contem- 
plate the  possibility  of  the  Democrats  securing  another  lease.  I  am  long- 
ing for  one  good  talk  with  an  American  who  knows  something.  You  are 
one  of  that  kind,  but  as  a  man  grows  older,  the  number  grows  less. 

From  Colonel  Hay : 

August  3,  1888. 

.  .  .  I  wish  it  were  possible  for  me  to  be  in  New  York  next  week, 
and  mix  my  feeble  fife  with  that  vast  roar  of  welcome  that  awaits  him. 
I  fancy  he  will  himself  be  appalled  at  the  fury  of  affection  and  regard 
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with  which  he  will  be  welcomed  home.  The  country  has  had  a  year  to 
think  it  over,  and  it  concludes  that  it  likes  him,  and  is  glad  to  get  him 
back. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  General  Harrison : 

Indianapolis,  Aug.  5,  1888. 

I  have  by  the  kindness  of  your  son  had  the  opportunity  to  send  you 
some  oral  messages,  but  I  cannot  omit  to  add  in  writing  my  cordial  greet- 
ings to  those  of  the  multitude  that  will  have  the  pleasure  denied  to  me  of 
meeting  you  when  you  land.  I  feci  sure  that  no  circumstance  that  could 
emphasize  the  affectionate  good  will  of  the  Republicans  of  the  whole  country 
will  be  omitted,  and  you  will  not  doubt  that  I  feel  very  much  gratified  that 
it  should  be  so.  We  would  have  sent  a  delegation  from  Indiana,  but  our 
State  convention  assembled  on  the  first,  and  those  who  would  otherwise 
have  gone  were  needed  here. 

Emmons  will  tell  you  of  the  plans  I  have  formed  for  you,  and  if  they 
meet  your  approval,  I  will  have  the  pleasure  before  long  of  seeing  you 
again  at  my  home. 

From  Mr.  John  G.  Whittier : 

Centre  Harbor,  N.H.,  August  14,  1888. 

.  .  .  I  was  much  disappointed  by  Mr.  Blaine's  letter  of  declination, 
but  when  1  see  the  great  heart  of  the  nation  warmed  and  stirred  to  meet 
him,  1  think  he,  iit  least,  has  lost  nothing  by  his  choice  of  a  private  station. 
This  <;rand  ovation  is  worth  more  than  a  dozen  presidencies.  What  you 
iiave  seen  is  only  a  ripi)le  of  the  great  wave  of  popular  sympathy  and 
love. 

New  York,  October  1,  1888. 

The  meeting  is  said  to  have  numbered  forty  thousand  by  competent 
jud'Tt^^s.  Fiitlier  was  <;reetcd  with  cheer  after  cheer  by  the  largest  audience 
he  hjis  ever  fiiced.  It  was  a  great  sight,  lie  went  this  morning  to  Tea- 
neck  with  Mr.  Phelps  and  stays  overnight.  I  am  glad  to  have  him  go, 
as  it  rests  him. 

New  York,  November  1,  1888. 

.  .  .  Jacky  and  your  father  have  Just  started  for  Connecticut.  .  .  . 
After  my  long,  and  lonesome,  and  most  uncomfortable  ride  from  Boston, 
for  every  chair  in  the  car  was  taken,  and  1  was  oppressed  almost  to  vertigo 
by  the  air  of  the  car,  it  was  indeed  reviving  to  see  Colonel  Coppinger's  white 
moustache,  which  I  was  expecting,  and  to  hear  Walker's  cheery  greeting  — 
a  surprise.  Your  father  looked  extremely  well  and  young,  and  his  face 
was  like  that  of  one  of  the  shining  ones. 
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New  York,  November  2,  1888. 

.  .  .  Your  father  and  Walker  left  the  hotel  at  nine  in  the  morning, 
so  I  had  a  long  day  before  me.  .  .  .  Alice  took  me  by  the  elevated,  to 
Mrs.  Sherman^s  door,  where  she  left  me  to  seek  a  mass.  Mrs.  S.  has 
changed.  She  has  the  look  which  long  and  cndm*ed  suffering  gives.  Still 
she  kept  me ;  and  when  Alice  came  back,  her  religious  aspirations  unsat- 
isfied, she  made  us  stay  to  lunch.  E.  was  there,  and  Mrs.  £.,  L.,  and  R., 
M's  oldest  boy,  —  a  great  family,  you  see,  and  a  most  delightful  one,  and  the 
meal  so  good.  Their  dining-room  ovcrllows  with  hospitality.  I  made 
such  an  api>eal  to  the  general  and  Mrs.  Sherman,  that  R.  is  going  home 
with  me  on  a  very  brief  visit.  It  was  very  interesting,  and  no  less  touching, 
to  see  the  abandon  of  £.  to  entertain  and  amuse  her  mother.  After  luncheon 
I  had  gone  down  into  the  office  to  see  the  general  —  you  know  ho  never  has 
lunch.  Word  came  down  that  a  Mrs.  Salisbury,  an  old  Methodist  lady, 
had  called,  and  that  Mrs.  Sherman  wished  the  general  and  Mrs.  Blaine 
would  see  her,  as  it  would  gratify  the  poor  body.  Up  went  the  general,  and 
I  followed.  He  was  very  much  disgusted  as  Mrs.  Salisbury  insisted  on 
telling  her  church  troubles,  which  all  hinged  on  the  innovation  of  an  organ 
into  the  meeting-house.  The  general  snorted  and  gave  audible  vent  to  his 
impatience,  which  Mrs.  Sherman  hushed  up,  and  Mrs.  Salisbury  kept  on  to 
the  end  of  her  tale,  when  the  general  ran  impolitely  out  of  the  room.  Mrs. 
Salisbury  was  £.,  and  he  had  never  discovered  it.  Then  R.  and  £.  danced 
to  a  little  singsong  which  was  very  pretty,  and  afterwards  R.  played  on  the 
banjo,  and  she  and  £.  sang  old  negi*o  melodies,  particularly  those  of  old 
Shady.  The  sick  mother,  the  distinction  of  the  family,  the  motive  of  the 
entertainment,  the  tenderness  and  the  talent  of  the  two  girls,  both  so  young 
and  i)retty,  and  yet  one  the  mother  of  four  children,  made  a  great  impres- 
sion on  me.  .  .  .  The  campaignei*s  come  back  to-night.  ...  I 
wish  T.  could  have  seen  her  father  at  Hartford.  Poor,  dear  father,  if  he 
only  gets  home  whole,  and  can  be  got  into  trousers  un bagged  at  the  knees, 
and  will  feci  that  he  is  warm  in  a  cutaway  coat,  he  will  look  ten  years 
younger.  There  is  no  trouble  save  in  his  feelings.  **  He's  all  right,"  but  he 
loves  the  confessional  and  the  lay  sister  (me),  why,  I  do  not  know,  as  I 
always  shrive  him  out  of  hand. 

November  3.  .  .  .  Father  stands  here  overlooking  and  hurrying 
the  fireman  building  the  fire,  for  we  have  been  driving  in  Central 
Park,  and  now  have  dinner  before  us,  and  your  father,  alas !  a  speech  in 
Brooklyn.  He  threatens  to  go  to  bed,  but  he  will  not.  Walker  has  gone 
to  Poughkeepsie,  where  I  hope  he  may  cover  himself  all  over  with  glory. 
.  .  .  You  w^ould  not  be  very  proud  of  the  beloved's  clothes,  but  the 
real  man  is  all  right.  He  w^ould  not  go  on  to  the  stand  this  afternoon,  as  he 
is  not  a  candidate,  and  thought  that  place  better  filled  by  Morton  and 
Miller.     .     .     . 

November  4.  .  .  .  Mr.  Blaine  made  three  speeches  last  night  at 
Brooklyn,  and  has  come  out  of  the  long  campaign  with  more  vigor,  I  think, 
than  he  carried  into  it. 
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Augusta,  Maine. 

Joseph  Manley  and  Mr.  Blaine  and  Walker  are  under  the  apple- 
trees  looking  at  the  sunset,  and  weighing  the  campaign  in  the  balance. 
Apparently  our  hero  is  none  the  worse  and  much  the  better  for  its  wear 
and  tear.  Alice  is  telling  stories  in  true  maternal  fashion  to  Conor  in  the 
sitting-rrx)m,  while  in  the  distance  Blainoy,  returning  from  the  cemetery 
with  Aunt  Ellen,  sends  out  a  cheerful  holloa  to  the  philosophers  in  the 
garden. 
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XVTTI. 

AGAIN   8KCRKTARY   OF   STATE,    1889. 

TTPON  the  election  of  Mr.  Harrison,  as  on  that  of  Mr.  Gar- 
^  field,  Mr.  Blaine  was  nominated  iis  Secrettiry  of  State  by 
the  Republican  party.  His  appointment  seemed  to  the  people  a 
logical  result  of  the  election.  His  clear  call  from  Paris,  rousing 
the  Republican  party  to  hoi)e  and  action,  his  insistent  self-renun- 
ciation, his  prompt  entrance  into  the  field  immediately  upon  his 
arrival  from  Europe  when  the  |K)litical  canviiss  had  been  sluggish 
and  was  almost  motionless,  and  his  cheerful  and  ardent  cidvocacy 
till  it  was  closed  with  victory,  seemed  to  demand  this  apjjoint- 
ment.  His  designation  of  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  candidate,  ex- 
pressed more  than  a  year  before  the  meeting  of  the  convention, 
and  later  at  the  crucial  moment,  gave  a  personal  pluise  to  the 
general  desire,  while  his  own  wish  to  carry  forward,  as  SecreUiry 
of  State,  the  great  work  which  had  been  wantonly  arrested  was 
well  known.  Opi)osition  to  him  had  not  died  out,  but  it  had 
gi'eatly  weakened.  Hardly  stnmger  arguments  against  his  aji- 
pointment  were  brought  than  that  he  would  "  seek  to  dictate," 
and  this  was  offset  by  Garfield's  rememlxired  testimony  that 
**Bbiine  gave  him  less  tixmble  than  any  other  meml)er  of  his 
Cabinet."  This  apj>ointment  was  not  made  so  quickly  as  that 
made  by  Garfield,  and  there  was  anxiety  and  much  energetic 
correspondence,  but  on  the  17th  of  January,  1889,  the  President- 
elect wix)te  him : 

[copy.] 

Indianapolis,  January  17,  1889. 

My  dear  Mr.  Blaine  :  1  beg  to  ofleryou  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State, 
and  very  sincerely  and  cordially  to  request  your  acceptance  of  tlic  ofllce. 
Hoping  to  hear  favorably  from  you  at  your  early  convenience,  I  am 

Very  respectfully  and  sincerely 

Yours, 

Benj.  Harrison. 
To  Hon.  Jas.  G.  Blaine, 

Washington,  D.C. 
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[COPY.] 
PrivfUc. 

Indianapolis,  January  17,  1889. 

My  dear  Mr.  Blaine  :  I  have  in  a  note  which  you  will  receive  with  this 
re(|uested  your  acceptance  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  There  are 
some  further  and  more  familiar  thin^,  however,  which  I  want  to  say  in 
this  confidential  note.  It  is  quite  essential,  if  such  a  relation  is  to  be 
established  between  us,  that  the  offer  and  the  acceptance  should  both  be  in 
a  spirit  of  tlic  most  perfect  cordiality  and  confidence.  I  want  to  assure  you 
without  reservation  that  the  offer  is  made  in  that  spirit,  and  in  the  sincere 
hope  that  you  will  find  it  agreeable  to  accept  it.  Our  long  and  friendly 
acquaintance  gives  me  the  assurance  that  you  would  take  up  the  great  office 
in  the  same  spirit. 

We  have  already  a  pi*etty  full  understanding  of  each  o therms  views  as  to 
the  general  policy  which  should  chanu;terize  our  foreign  relations.  I  am 
especially  interested  in  the  improvement  of  our  relations  with  the  Central 
and  South  American  States.  We  must  win  their  confidence  by  deserving 
it.  It  will  not  come  upon  demand.  Only  men  of  experience,  of  high 
character  and  of  broad  views  should  be  sent  even  to  the  least  important  of 
these  States.  In  all  this  I  am  sure  you  will  be  a  most  willing  coadjutor,  for 
your  early  suggestions  and  earnest  advocacy  have  directed  public  attention 
to  the  subject. 

As  to  our  relations  with  European  governments  they  will,  I  hope,  be  easy 
of  management,  and  in  the  main  formal.  But  three  distinct  questions  with 
as  many  of  the  great  powers  will  require  early  and  discreet  attention.  I  do 
not  doubt  that  it  would  be  your  inclination  as  it  will  be  mine  to  so  deal  with 
these  questions  as  to  bring  about  just  and  peac;eful  conclusions.  Your 
familiarity  with  the  origin  and  progniss  of  these  differences,  and  indeed 
with  the  wliole  history  of  our  diplomacy,  would,  I  am  sure,  give  you  g^reat 
advaiiUiire  iiidcalinj!:  with  them. 

I  have  another  general  purpose  and  duty  in  which  I  am  sure  you  would 
coclperate  with  the  greatest  cordiality.  It  is  to  preserve  harmony  in  our 
party.  The  eontiimanee  of  llepubliean  control  for  a  series  of  presidential 
terms  is,  I  think,  essential  to  the  right  settlement  of  some  very  grave  ques- 
tions. I  shall  be  very  solicitous  to  avoid  anything  that  would  promote 
dissensions,  and  very  desirous  that  the  civil  service  shall  l^e  placed  and 
cundiieted  upon  that  high  plane  which  will  recommend  our  party  to  the  con- 
fidence of  all  the  people.  This  purpose  is  absolutely  disassociated  with 
any  selfish  thou<^lit  or  ambition.  1  will  l)e  quite  Jis  ready  to  make  proper 
eoiieessions  as  to  ask  others  to  do  so.  Ejieh  member  of  my  official  family 
will  have  my  full  eoniidence  and  1  shall  expect  his  in  return.  There  are 
other  things  which  1  shall,  perhaps,  desire  to  talk  with  you  about,  but  they 
can  abide  the  j)ersonal  conference  which  1  hope  to  have  with  you  at  your 

early  convenience. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Benj.  Harrison. 
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[COPT.] 

Washington,  D.C,  January  21,  1889. 

Mt  dear  General:  I  have  your  valued  favor  of  tlie  17th  inst.,  tender- 
ing to  me  the  appointment  of  Secretary  of  State  in  your  Cabinet.  The  tone 
and  manner  in  which  you  extend  the  invitation  convey  to  my  own  feelings 
a  personal  pleasure  which  far  outweighs  the  public  honor.  Allow  me, 
therefore  (with  my  acceptance  of  your  invitation),  to  return  my  most  sin- 
cere thanks  for  the  coixliality  and  confidence  which  mark  every  line  of  it. 
I  reciprocate  the  feeling  in  fullest  measure.  It  is  only  by  a  spirit  of  ccm- 
fidence  at  once  mutual  and  perfect  that  my  service  in  your  Cabinet  can  be 
valuable  to  your  administration,  agreeable  to  you,  or  desirable  to  myself. 

In  becoming  a  member  of  your  Cabinet  I  can  have  no  motive,  near  or 
remote,  inconsistent  with  the  greatest  strength  and  highest  interests  of  your 
administration,  and  of  yourself  as  its  official  and  personal  head. 

I  am  glad  to  find  myself  in  heartiest  accord  witli  tlie  principles  and  poli- 
cies which  you  briefly  outline  for  your  administration,  and  I  am  esi)ecially 
pleased  with  what  you  say  in  regaixl  to  foreign  affairs.  The  State  Depart- 
ment was  designed  in  its  original  constitution  to  be  at  all  times  in  close 
communication  with  the  President.  The  Secretary  is  his  certifying  of1i(rer 
even  for  many  things  that  more  nearly  concern  other  departments.  The 
foreign  affairs  are  in  their  inception  and  management  exclusively  executive, 
and  nothing  decisive  can  be  done  in  that  important  field  except  with  the 
President's  personal  knowledge  and  official  approval.  So  entirely  confi- 
dential has  the  relation  of  the  Secretary  to  tlic  President  been  held  that 
questions  relating  to  foreign  affairs  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  other 
members  of  the  Cabinet  by  the  Secretary  of  State  onli/  as  directe<l  by  the 
President. 

To  hold  such  a  relation,  both  personal  and  official,  to  the  Chief  Executive 

of  the  nation  is  in  the  fullest  sense  a  high  honor.     I  beg  you  will  not  doubt 

that  I  deeply  appreciate  its  duties  and  its  responsibilities  in  their  broadest 

significance. 

I  am  with  greatest  respect, 

Your  friend  faithfully, 

James  G.  Blaine. 
Gen.  Renj.  Harrison, 

I^esiflejil'Elcct  of  the  Untied  Stales, 

Indianapolis. 

A  very  lai-ge  part  of  the  pleasure  with  which  Mr.  Blaine 
received  this  appointment  was  the  gratification  it  gave  to  his 
friends,  especially  those  who  had  been  concerned  lest  it  should 
not  be  made. 

Though  less  intimate  friends  than  Blaine  and  Garfield  had 
been,  the  |)olitical  opinions  of  General  Harrison  and  Mr.  Blaine 
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were  in  general  harmony.  In  discussing  some  arrangements 
regarding  the  inauguration,  Mr.  Harrison  wrote  Mr.  Blaiue,  ^  I 
am  for  harmony  in  little  as  well  as  big  matters,  as  you  know 
already,  and  other  friends  will  find  out." 

The  President  was  inaugurated  on  the  4th  of  March,  1889, 
and  Mr.  Blaine  at  once  took  the  oath  of  office  as  Secretary  of 
State,  nf>t  only  with  satisfaction,  but  with  buoyant  anticipations. 

Mr.  Ilitt  was  no  longer  available  for  Assistant  Secretary,  he 
holding  a  ];K)sition  in  Congress  too  important  to  be  relinquished, 
and  Mr.  Blaine  chose  his  son  Walker  for  the  i)osition.  His  wide 
and  subtile  comprehension  of  affairs,  his  high  ideal  of  politics,  his 
deep  interest  in  men,  his  courtesy  and  suavity  of  manner,  all 
iittested  by  his  brilliant  success  in  his  Garfield  secretaryship, 
marked  him  as  eminently  fit  for  the  position,  while  his  life-long 
intimacy  and  sympathy  with  his  father  made  him  such  a  helper 
jis  no  other  man  in  the  world  could  be.  They  understood  each 
f)ther  without  words,  but  when  words  were  necessary.  Walker 
could  speak  them.  Like  most  fathei's  it  took  some  experience 
to  teach  Mr.  Blaine  that  his  ^^  lads  "  were  men,  and  held  opinions 
with  a  man's  independence  and  tenacity  of  reasoning.  "  Walker 
is  very  di8res{>ectful,"  he  murmured  one  day  when  Walker  had 
firmly  maintiiined  liis  ground  against  liis  father's  position.  "  Not 
at  all,"  was  the  unflinching  reply  of  his  confidant,  "  I  know  noth- 
ing alK)ut  the  merits  of  the  argument,  but  you  consulted  Walker 
}is  a  man,  and  then  you  treated  him  in  argument  as  if  he  wei'e 
a  five-year-old  ])oy.  It  is  you  who  were  disrespectful."  He 
smiltMl,  rueful  but  pleased,  and  when  Walker  returned,  his  father 
held  out  a  j)enitent  hand  :  ''  Walker,  I  owe  you  an  apology." — 
"  Not  at  all,  sir,  I  owe  ijou  one ; "  but  probably  neither  would 
ever  have  thought  of  it  after  the  encounter  but  for  the  chance 
presence  of  an  outsider. 

Years  of  the  closest  political,  diplomatic,  and  social,  as  well  as 
family,  conipanionshij)  had  estiblished  Walker  as  his  father's 
most  trusted  and  competent  counselor  and  agent,  to  whose  skill 
he  found  nothing  too  c()mplicated  or  too  important  to  be  con- 
fided. His  winning  address,  founded  on  real  and  ready  sym- 
pathy, softened  the  brusqueness  of  politics,  increasing  the 
pleasure  of  those  who  were  gratified,  and  mitigating  the  disap- 
pointment of  those  who  were  not. 
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Unhappily  the  President  felt  himself  constrained  from  making 
the  appointment  for  the  reason  that  Walker  Blaine  was  the  son 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  willing  to  appoint  him  to  the 
solicitorship  of  the  department,  but  he  could  not  permit  him  to 
be  First  Assistant  to  his  father.  Mr.  Blaine  was  equally  unable 
to  press  the  point.  He  felt  that  only  two  courses  were  possible, 
—  either  to  accept  the  situation  without  protest  or  comment,  or 
to  resign.  To  resign  meant  to  relinquish,  probably  forever,  his 
great  opportunity,  to  throw  the  Republican  party  into  divisioft 
and  confusion  at  the  beginning  of  an  administration  and  upon  an 
issue  which  he  could  not  explain  and  which  therefore  could  not 
appear  other  than  trivial.  Walker,  though  intensely  chagrined, 
advised  strongly  against  resignation.  He  took  the  solicitorship 
because  it  would  keep  him  near  his  father,  and  he  continued  to 
give  him  all  the  assistance  possible,  sometimes  he  feared  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  his  own  office,  a  result  which  he  sedulously  strove 
to  avoid.  Mr.  Blaine  remained  in  the  State  Department,  but 
he  never  ceased  to  feel  the  blow,  and  he  went  crippled  all  his 
remaining  days. 

Tlie  foreign  relations  of  this  country  upon  the  accession  of 
the  Republican  administration  were  in  a  condition  that  de- 
manded the  concenti-ation  of  attention,  coumge,  promptness 
and  wisdom  —  a  broad  outlook  in  the  pi'esent,  a  clear  foreciist 
of  the  future.  They  struck  every  note  in  the  gamut  of  human 
interest  from  the  lil)erty  of  man  to  the  traffic  in  hogs. 

Our  interests  in  the  Pacific  engaged  the  early  and  serious 
attention  of  the  new  administration.  Samoa,  one  of  the  only 
two  important  island  groui^s  in  the  Pacific  not  alworlwd  by 
European  powers,  was  in  a  position  which  compromised  the 
dignity  of  the  American  government.  Mon^  than  fifty  years 
ago  Commander  Wilkes,  who  aft<M'wards  took  Mjusi)n  and  Slidell 
from  the  British  steamer  Trent  to  the  great  delight  of  the 
people  and  of  Congress,  but  to  the  ultimate  official  dissatis- 
facti(m  of  the  President,  had  established  an  American  relation- 
ship to  these  islands  by  surveying  and  exploring  them  and 
framing  laws  for  the  people.  This  "moral  suzeniinty"  had 
been  continued.  Citizens  of  Grejit  Britjiin  and  Germany 
acquired  large  interests  in  Samoa,  but  the  United  States  stood 
always  for  justice  and  progress  to  the  Samoan  people.     During 
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President  Hayes*  administration,  Samoa  sent  two  envoys 
hither.  One  was  an  American  resident,  the  other  the  native 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  who  had  been  edocated  by  the 
missionaries  in  Samoa,  and  had  learned  a  pure  English  from 
the  study  of  the  Bible.  The  Samoans  had  been  so  won  by  the 
kindness  and  &ir  dealing  of  our  government  that  they  wished 
to  secure  closer  commercial  and  political  relations  with  the 
United  States,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  protectorate  or  a  cession 
of  territory.  They  dreaded  the  encroachments  of  Europeans 
which  threatened  to  be  supported  sooner  or  later  by  the  British 
and  the  German  governments.  The  President  and  Mr.  Evarts, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  received  them  favorably.  The  Navy 
Department  had  long  urged  a  coaling  station  in  the  Pacific; 
public  opinion  had  not  reached  that  point,  but  the  envoys 
were  content  to  cede  their  finest  harbor,  Pago-Pago,  for  a  naval 
and  coaling  station,  asking  nothing  in  return  but  our  good-will 
and  friendly  intercourse.  Europeans  were  quicker  than  Ameri- 
cans to  perceive  the  advantage  given  to  Americans,  and  they 
began  a  series  of  movements  i^inst  it.  Disturbances  were 
fomented,  if  not  created,  by  foreign  adventurers.  In  July,  1881, 
a  treaty  of  peace  between  warring  Samoan  chiefs  was  cele- 
brated on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Lackawanna  in 
the  presence  of  Commander  Gillis  and  of  the  representatives  of 
the  three  treaty  powers,  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and 
Germany.  A  neutral  territory  was  established  in  and  about 
Apia,  and  a  government  provided  which  for  three  and  a  half 
yeai's  was  acknowledged  throughout  the  islands  and  was  re- 
markably successful.  Malietoa,  the  king,  and  Tamasese,  the 
vice-king,  lived  together  at  MiiHnuu  and  performed  their 
separate  official  duties  undisturbed.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
tn>iil)les  again  arose,  not  from  hostility  of  the  natives,  but  from 
the  rivalry  of  foreign  interests  and  the  irregular  action  of  foreign 
officials,  and  Germany  claimed  paramount  interest  and  influence 
in  Samoa.  On  June  1,  1886,  Secretary  Bayard  suggested  a 
conference  at  Washington  consisting  of  the  British  minister, 
the  (xerman  minister,  and  himself  to  arrange  for  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  order  by  the  election  of  a  competent  native  chief  by 
the  Samoans  to  be  upheld  by  the  three  powers.  The  suggestion 
was  accepted  by  Germany,  but  before  the  conference  opened. 
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rumors  had  become  rife  in  Samoa  that  Grermany  meant,  in  case 
she  should  not  secure  what  she  wished  in  the  conference,  to 
take  possession  of  the  island,  set  up  Tamasese  as  king,  and 
organize  a  government.  Malietoa  prepared  to  defend  himself. 
Secretary  Bayard,  in  accordance  with  the  British  Foreign  Office, 
instructed  Mr.  Harold  M.  Sewall,  Consul-General  to  Samoa,  to 
keep  Malietoa  from  fighting,  on  the  assurance  that  the  confer- 
ence would  arrange  Samoan  affairs  for  the  best  interests  of 
Samoans.  The  king,  who  was  able  and  eager  to  crush  the 
rebels  before  the  German  sliips  arrived,  yielded  to  Mr.  Se wall's 
representations  "out  of  his  great  respect  and  love  for  the 
government  of  the  United  States."  Six  German  war-ships 
anived  at  Apia.  The  American  flag  was  hauled  down.  Tam- 
asese was  installed  under  German  guns.  Malietoa  was  driven 
to  the  mountains,  where  his  people  gathered  around  him  sending 
down  hourly  to  Mr.  Sewall  to  learn  news  from  the  conference. 

The  conference  was  opened  at  Washington,  June,  1887,  and 
after  much  discussion  on  July  20th  adjourned  for  further  in- 
structions, but  no  word  went  from  it  to  help  the  waiting  king. 
Instead,  Germany  without  any  previous  intimation  notified  the 
government  of  the  United  States  that  she  had  declared  war 
against  "  Malietoa  personally."  Martial  law  wjis  established  by 
the  German  authorities  in  Samoa.  American  citizens  were  suIh 
jected  to  the  indignity  of  minute  and  offensive  police  inspection 
l)y  the  (xerman  navy,  which  demanded  Malietoa  dead  or  alive. 
To  save  bloodshed,  lie  surrendered  himself  and  was  carried  a 
prisoner  on  a  German  war-ship  to  the  deadly  Cameroons. 

Startled  by  the  indignation  aroused  in  this  conntry,  Germany 
prop()se<l  a  renewal  of  conference,  but  in  Berlin  instead  of 
Washington.  Secretary  Bayard  accepted  the  proposition,  and 
thus  affairs  stood  on  the  4th  of  March.  Secretiiry  Blaine  in- 
stantly renewed  the  acceptance,  but  emphasized  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  old  conference  on  the  old  Ixasis,  and  not  a  new  conference 
under  the  new  conditions  which  had  been  created  by  Germany, 
but  which  did  not  cliange  our  obligations  to  Samoa. 

But  though  the  conference  was  old  the  conferees  were  new 
blood.  Mr.  Kasson,  who  had  lieen  minister  to  Austria,  Mr. 
George  H.  Bates,  of  Delaware,  whom  the  preceding  administni- 
tion  had  sent  as  conmiissioner  to  Samoa  and  who  had  studied 
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have  been  subjected,  and  to  which,  I  trust,  the  result  of  this 
conference  will  make  it  certain  that  they  shall  never  be  sub- 
jected again." 

The  negotiations  were  delicate ;  the  situation  was  not  without 
peril.  Once  the  committee  cabled  to  the  Secretary  the  con- 
viction that  they  must  compromise ;  that  Bismarck  was  angry, 
and  that  without  yielding  somewhat  they  feared  everything 
would  be  lost.  Mr.  Blaine  cabled  in  resi)onse  that  '*  The 
extent  of  the  chancellor's  irritability  is  not  the  measure  of 
American  rights."  He  could  be  irritable  himself  on  occasion, 
and  he  knew  for  how  little  it  counted.  The  negotiations  were 
brought  to  a  happy  conclusion.  In  constant  close  communication 
and  entire  sympathy  with  the  Secretary,  the  commissioners  by 
their  skill  and  patriotism  secured  the  treaty  of  Berlin.  All 
thought  of  war  was  Ixinislied.  Malietoa  wiis  brought  back  to 
Samoa  amid  the  general  rejoicing  of  his  subjects,  —  a  wreck  of 
his  former  self,  but  free,  and  a  king  once  more.  The  land-claims 
were  satisfactorily  settled.  A  gentle  and  trusting  people  were 
saved  from  the  extermination  of  abandonment.  Our  rights  to 
the  finest  harbor  in  the  Pacific  were  confirmed,  American  citi- 
zenship was  protected  and  national  honor  vindicated. 

The  Germans  grumbled  a  little  that  they  were  forbidden  the 
desired  predominance,  and  complained  that  the  United  States 
had  the  l)est  of  it,  but  wisely  consoled  themselves  that  it 
might  have  Ix^en  woi"se,  and  that  there  was  no  humiliation  in 
yielding  since  no  force  wius  exerted,  and  the  long  friendship  of 
the  two  nations  which  had  withstood  all  the  strain  of  our  inter- 
nal troubles  remained  unbroken. 

In  England  the  wholesome  moral  was  o{ienly  drawn. 

"  The  United  States  is  l)ecoming  the  greatest  nation  of  the 
world.  It  is  probable  that  nothing  short  of  actual  violence 
would  now  induce  any  nation  to  attjick  her,  and  the  idea  of 
incurring  the  enmity  of  such  a  i)ower  is  appalling." 

Tlie  question  of  the  Seal  Fisheries,  our  most  valuable  proj>erty 
in  Ahtska,  became  under  the  Harrison  administration  very  em- 
barrassing to  England,  because  on  the  one  side  Canada  pushed 
her  pertinacious  little  claims  with  the  jx^rsistence  of  a  spoiled 
child  regardless  of  the  larger  interests  of  the  mother-country 
or  the  international  complications  which  it   might  cause,  and 
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the  autumn  prepared  to  discuss  the  whole  question,  and  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  would  endeavor  to  be  pre- 
jmred  for  the  discussion,  and  believed  that  a  prompt  adjustment 
could  be  secured  on  a  btisis  honorable  to  both  countries. 

On  September  12,  the  British  government,  which  could  endure 
Canadian  slaughter  of  American  seals  more  patiently  tlian  it 
could  endure  American  prevention  of  such  slaughter,  asked  tvhen 
the  instructions  would  l)e  sent  to  Alaska  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  the  seizure  of  British  ships  in  Beliring  Sea.  September  14,  Mr. 
Blaine  supposed  that  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote's  official  instruction 
to  proceed  immediately  after  his  arrival  in  Octol^er  to  a  full 
discussion  of  the  question  removed  all  necessity  of  any  prelim- 
inary correspondence  touching  its  merits,  and  that,  moreover, 
instructions  sent,  even  immediately  upon  the  date  of  the  origi- 
nal request,  August  24,  would  have  failed  to  reach  the  vessels 
before  their  proposed  departure.  ()ctol)er  2,  Lord  Salisbury 
could  not  admit  that  any  American  mciisures  for  the  protection 
of  seals  could  justify  the  seizure  of  vessels  which  were  trans- 
gressing no  rule  of  international  law ;  but  he  admitted,  however, 
that  the  matter  was  of  imix>rtance,  and  that  an  agreement  \\\Hm 
it  is  even  more  important,  but  that  he  was  hindered  by  objec- 
tions mised  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Mejinwhile  under  Mr. 
Blaine's  pointed  inquiries,  Mr.  Bayard's  *'  very  clear  assumnces  " 
had  faded  into  "  an  unofficial  assurance."  Mr.  Blaine  inquired 
in  what  way  this  assurance  was  "  unofficially  communicated  "  to 
Her  Majesty's  government.  The  British  Legation  thought  it  had 
been  so  communi(*ate(l  in  a  letter  bv  Mr.  Bayard  to  Sir  Lionel 
West;  but  upon  further  inquiry  the  legation  learned  that  this 
was  not  the  assurance  wherewith  Lord  Salisbury  wius  jussured, 
but  that  the  assurance  which  he  had  in  mind  was  communicated 
to  himself  in  London.  The  assurance  thus  seemed  to  remain 
not  only  unofficially,  but  undemonstrably  communicated. 

When  Mr.  Blaine  settled  to  the  work,  he  took  it  out  of 
the  trivial  details  in  which  it  had  been  entangled,  and  cleared 
up  the  whole  history  and  p]iiloso{)hy  of  our  rights  in  Behring 
Sea.  Sweeping  away  the  obsolete  precedents  of  the  English 
Foreign  Office,  he  esbiblished  our  contention  on  the  eternal 
principles — national  or  international  —  of  right,  equity,  hu- 
manity, to  be   formulated   as  new  conditions  require.     **  The 


Ouwdiao  veaaeU  urmted  and  detained  ia  the  Belirii 
wrra  angiig«d  in  a  pantuit  tlmt  wua  in  itself  amln 
V»re9,  tt  puniiit  which  of  ni^ccsHitr  iiivnlvuv  a.  serious  u 
nuuiont  iiijun'  to  the  ri^tH  of  tJie  goveminent  mid  pat 
llie  l>iiil«d  Sta(0>.  Til  istablish  tluK  ;^>und  it  is  uot  nM 
to  Hrgup  l\vd  ([iiettiion  of  the  exti'nt  and  nature  of  the  tioTai 
of  thin  goveminent  over  the  WBtem  of  the  li«hring  Seft. 
Wright  r  oinsidemlioiiM  growing  out  of  thuacqoiAiUuti  of  J 
with  nil  the  riglilA  im  Innd  and  oea  iitfie[)ambly  connectod 
with,  tnnr  bo  wfol.r  left  oat  uf  view,  while  iho  grotinilB 
forth  on  which  tliia  gnvi>mtnunt  nent*  il«  jtuitifiiwtjoa."  ! 
Onnndiiui  imu-bera  are  not  only  interferiiif^  with  Afl 
rightfi,  hat  ure  doing  violence  lus  w)-U  to  the  rifrht^  of  thi 
Ized  wiirhl.  Ihii'f*  Her  Majesty's  g<iveniraeut  ueriouslv 
tain  tliat  the  law  of  nationH  in  pnwer1»M  u>  iirev»nt  stich  yi 
of  the  common  riglitx  of  mail?  Are  the  Hiipiturtura  of  jqi 
all  nationH  to  Im  declared  incompetent,  to  prevent  wro 
imUiiub  and  fui  dcHtructive?  The  forcilde  rcwiataiti^  to 
thi«  govoniment  im  eonatmined  in  the  Bchrtn;;  Sva  U, 
Prwddeal'a  judgowttt.  ddmatHlftd  nut  ouly  by  Um  meat 
.trf..ii.lini;    111-    Iri.titii.m.l    .■m-I    limj;  .-st^.l-lislH-l    ri-_-lit- 


I   I 


I'll  Si.ii..^. 


1.1    -,, 


>iM  < 


BIOGRAPHY    OF   JAMES    G,    BLAINE.  663 

The  fact  had  also  been  demonstrated  in  a  wide  sense  by  the  well-nigh 
total  destruction  of  ail  seal  fisheries  except  the  one  in  the  Rehring  Sea, 
which  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  now  striving  to  ])reserve, 
not  altogether  for  the  use  of  the  American  people,  but  for  the  use  of  the 
world  at  large. 

The  killing  of  seals  in  the  open  sea  involves  the  destruction  of  the 
female  in  common  with  the  male.  The  slaughter  of  the  female  seal  is 
reekonc<l  as  an  immediate  loss  of  three  seals,  besides  the  future  loss  of 
the  whole  number  which  the  bearing  seal  may  produce  in  the  successive 
years  of  life. 

.  .  .  After  the  accjuisition  of  Alaska  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  through  competent  agents  working  under  the  direction  of  the 
best  experts,  gave  careful  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  seal 
fisheries.     .     .     . 

The  entire  business  was  then  conducted  peacefully,  lawfully,  and 
profitably  —  profitably  to  the  United  States,  for  the  renUil  was  yielding  a 
moderate  interest  on  the  large  sum  which  this  government  had  paid  for 
Alaska,  including  the  rights  now  at  issue;  profitably  to  the  Ahiskan 
company,  which,  under  governmenUU  direction  and  restriction,  had  given 
unwearied  pains  to  the  care  and  duvelupment  of  the  fisheries ;  profitably 
to  the  Aleuts,  who  were  receiving  a  fair  pecuniary  reward  for  their 
labors,  and  were  elevated  from  semi-savagery  to  civilization  and  to  the 
enjoyment  of  sch(Kjls  an<l  churches  provided  for  their  benefit  by  the 
government  of  the  United  St;ites ;  and,  last  of  all,  profitably  to  a  large 
body  of  English  laborers  who  had  constant  employment  and  received  good 
wages. 

This,  in  brief,  was  the  condition  of  the  Alaska  fur-seal  fisheries  down 
to  the  year  1886.  The  precedents,  customs,  and  righLs  had  been  estab- 
lished and  enjoyed,  either  l)y  Russia  or  the  U'nitcd  Suites,  for  nearly  a 
century.  The  two  nations  were  the  only  powers  that  owned  a  foot  of 
land  (m  the  continents  that  bordered,  or  on  the  islands  included  within, 
the  Behring  waters  where  the  seals  resort  to  breed.  Into  this  peaceful 
and  secluded  field  ol  labor  certain  (,'anadian  vessels  in  1886  a.««.serted 
their  right  to  enter,  and  by  their  ruthless  course  to  destroy  the  fish- 
eries and  with  them  to  destroy  also  the  resulting  industries  which  are  so 
valuable.  The  government  of  the  United  States  at  once  proceeded  to  check 
this  movement,  which,  unchecked,  was  sure  to  do  great  and  irreparable 
harm. 

It  was  the  cause  of  unfeigned  surprise  to  the  United  States  that  Her 
Majesty's  government  should  immediately  interfere  to  defend  and  en- 
courage (surely  U)  encourage  by  defending)  the  course  of  the  Canadians 
in  disturbing  an  industry  which  had  been  carefully  developed  for  more 
than  ninety  years  under  the  flags  of  Russia  and  the  United  States.     .     .     . 

Whence  did  the  ships  of  Canada  derive  the  right  to  do  in  1886  that 
which  they  had  refrained  from  doing  for  more  than  ninety  years  ?  Upon 
what  grounds  did  Her  Majesty's  government  defend  in  the  year  188(5  a 
course  of  conduct  in  the  Behring  Sea  which  she  had  carefully  avoided  ever 
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since  the  discovery  of  that  sea?  By  what  reasoning  did  Her  Majesty^s 
government  conclude  that  an  act  may  be  committed  with  impunity  against 
the  rights  of  the  United  States  which  had  never  been  attempted  against  the 
same  rights  when  held  by  the  Russian  Empire  ? 

So  great  has  been  the  injury  to  the  Asherics  from  the  irregular  and 
destructive  slaughter  of  seals  in  the  open  waters  of  tlie  Behring  Sea  by 
Canadian  vessels,  that  whereas  the  government  had  allowed  one  hundred 
tiiousand  to  be  taken  annually  for  a  series  of  years,  it  is  now  compelled  to 
reduce  the  number  to  sixty  thousand.  If  four  years  of  this  violation  of 
natural  law  and  neighbor's  rights  have  reduced  the  annual  slaughter  of  seal 
by  40  per  cent.,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  short  a  period  will  be  required  to 
work  the  total  destruction  of  the  fisheries. 

The  ground  upon  which  Her  Majesty's  government  justifies,  or  at  least 
defends,  the  course  of  the  Canadian  vessels,  rests  upon  the  fact  that  they 
are  committing  their  acts  of  destruction  on  the  high  seas,  viz.,  more  than 
three  marine  miles  from  the  shore-line.  It  is  doubtful  whether  Her  Majesty's 
government  would  abide  by  this  rule  if  the  attempt  were  made  to  interfere 
with  the  pearl  fisheries  of  Ceylon,  which  extend  more  than  twenty  miles  from 
the  shore-line  and  have  been  enjoyed  by  England  without  molestation  ever 
since  their  acquisition.  So  well  recognized  is  the  British  ownership  of 
those  fisheries,  rcganlless  of  the  limit  of  the  three-mile  line,  that  Her 
Majesty's  government  feels  authorized  to  sell  the  pearl-fishing  right  from 
year  to  year  to  the  highest  bidder.  Nor  is  it  credible  that  modes  of 
fishing  on  the  Grand  Banks,  altogether  practicable  but  highly  destructive, 
would  be  justified  or  even  permitted  by  Great  Britain  on  the  plea  that 
the  vicious  acts  were  committed  more  tlian  tliree  miles  from  shore. 

.  .  .  This  govern  men t  has  been  ready  to  concede  much  in  order  to 
adjust  all  difTercnccs  of  view,  and  hiis,  in  the  jnd^j^ment  of  the  President, 
already  proposed  a  solution  not  only  e<|iiitable  but  generous.  Thus  far 
Her  Majesty's  government  has  declined  to  iicccipt  the  proposal  of  the 
rnitcd  States.  The  President  now  awaits  with  deep  interest,  not  unmixed 
with  solicitude,  any  proposition  for  reasonable  adjustment  which  Her 
Majesty's  government  may  submit.  The  forcible  resistance  to  which  this 
government  is  constrained  in  the  Behring  Sea  is,  in  the  President's  judo'- 
nient,  demanded  not  only  by  the  necessity  of  defending  the  traditional  and 
long-established  rights  of  the  United  Stiites,  but  also  Uie  rights  of  good 
government  and  of  good  morals  the  world  over. 

James  G.  Blaine. 

No.  10. 
Sir  Julian   Pauuci'foto  wrote  to   Mr.   iilaine : 

\Vasiiin(;t()\,  February  10,  1890. 
.     .     that  it  might  expedite  a  settlement  of  the  controversy  if  the  tri- 
j)artite  negotiation  respeeting  the  estal)lishnient  of  a  close  time  for  those 
fisheries   which  was  (lomnieiieed  in   London  in   1SH8,    but  was  suspended 
owing  to  various  causes,  should  be  resumed  in  Washington. 
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On  May  22,  1890,  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  rei)lie<l  challeng- 
ing Mr.  Blaine's  three  points,  that  the  indiscriminate  slaughter 
was  contra  bonos  mores^  that  the  United  States  had  been  in 
undisturbed  possession  of  the  seal  fisheries,  and  that  such 
slaughter  tended  to  the  extinction  of  the  seal. 

The  fii-st  argument  it  wiis  not  to  be  exi>ected  that  I-^ord  Salis- 
bury should  discern,  and  he  did  not  discern  it.  The  third  align- 
ment he  dismissed  with  the  remark  that  abundant  evidence 
could  1x3  adduced  on  the  other  side,  but  he  did  not  adduce  it. 
The  second,  since  *'  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but  think 
that  Mr.  Hlaine  has  Ikjcu  misinformed  iis  to  the  history  of  the 
0[)ei*ati(ms  in  Behring  Sea  during  that  period,"  he  att(»mpted  to 
meet  by  a  rash  and  random  lunge  at  American  history. 

Mr.  Blaine  at  once  descended  upon  this  tidbit  of  titular  his- 
tory, and  resolved  it  into  its  original  atoms. 

"  Lord  Salisbury  contends  that  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  when 
Secretary  of  State  under  President  Monroe,  protested  against 
the  jurisdictiim  wliich  Russia  cliiimed  over  the  waters  of  Behring 
Sea.  To  maintain  this  position,  his  lordship  cites  the  words  of  a 
despatch  of  Mr.  Adams,  written  on  July  23,  1823,  to  Mr.  Henry 
Middleton,  at  that  time  our  minister  at  St.  Petersburg.  The 
alleged  declarations  and  admissions  of  Mr.  Adams  in  that  de- 
8i)atch  have  been  the  basis  of  all  the  arguments  which  Her 
Majesty's  government  has  submitted  against  the  ownei'ship  of 
certain  j)ro{)erties  in  the  Behring  Sea,  which  the  government  of 
the  United  States  eoiiHdently  assumes.  I  quote  the  portion 
of  Lonl  Salisbury's  argument  which  includes  the  quotation 
from  Mr.  Adams  : 

•*  After  Russia,  at  the  instance  of  the  Russian- American  Fur  Company, 
claimed  in  1821  the  pursuits  uf  cunim(;rce,  whalin;^,  and  fishing  from 
Behring  Straits  to  the  61st  degree  uf  north  latitude,  and  not  only  pro- 
hibited all  foreign  vessels  from  landing  on  the  coasts  and  islands  of  the 
alM)ve  waters,  but  also  prevented  them  from  approaching  within  KK)  miles 
thereof,  Mr.  Quincy  Adams  wrote  iis  follows  to  the  United  States  minister 
in  Russia : 

••  *  The  United  States  can  admit  no  part  of  these  claims;  their  right  of 
navigation  and  tishing  is  perfect,  and  has  been  in  constant  exercise  from 
the  earliest  times  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  Southern  ocean, 
subject  only  to  tlie  ordinary  exceptions  and  exclusions  of  the  territorial 
jurisdictions." 


I 


^ives  iiutliDritv  for  liis  lonlMlii|)\s  ciuutatioii :  while 

I  of  tiiis  (Ir|KirtniiMit  pliiinly  diHclose  its  many  ern>i 

.  IjonI  Siilisl»urv*s  vtTsioii  of  what  Mr.  A«Ianis  saicV 

i|  (Kisition  pHNhice  Mr.  Adains^H  full  text  as  he  wrot 


I 


I 


**  [I«4inl  Salisbury's  «|iioUtioo  from  Mr.  Adams.] 

**  Tilt*  I'liitiMl  StatoM  (*aii  ailniit  no  |iart  of  these  i*Iaimi 
n:ivi<;:iti(»ii  and  fishing  Ls  ]K?rft»ct.  and  hats  been   in  constan 
till*  oarlt<><«t    (inK's   throu«^lioiit  the  whole  extent   of    the 
stilijiTt  tiiily  to  th(*  onlinary  ex(.M3|rtions  ami   exclusions  o 
iuri>dirti(»n.s. 

**  [Full  text  of  Mr.  A(Ums*s  para(ni4th.] 

"  The  I'nitcd  States  can  admit  no  imrt  of  these  claims. 
navlj^ation  ami  of  riHhin<;  is  |>crft»ct,  and  has  t>een  in  constat 
th«'  •Miiir^.t  liini"*,  fijfrr  Ikr  ftt^acr  t>f  1783,  throug^hout  the 
th<>  SMiith<*i*n  <MM*an.  subj<H*t  only  to  the  onlinary  exi*cptions 
of  tlio  territorial  jiirisdi<.*ti<»ns.  whu'Ji,  sofar  as  Rtissian  right 
art  rnurimd  fo  rcrfaiu  hlafyh  n'trth  of  U%c  fifly-JifUi  iiegrce  < 
A'liv  Hn  tjristrnci  on  Ih*'  rDfUitictU  of  Afttcrica. 

**  Tlir  won  Is  Irft  (»ut  <»f  Mr.  Adamses  paragraph  in 
of  LiinI  S;ili>lMirv  arv  prt'cisely  the  words  u[h> 
t^ovrniiiiciit  of  tin*  riiiio<l  Statics  fouiicls  its  argu 
rasf.  Cnurlusions  or  inferences  resting  upon  tl 
witii  tlit>  material  parts  of  Mr.  Adams's  text  on 
I'onr.si'   valiioless." 

Ila\  iii'jf  tlnis  <ltMntilishe<l  it  he  proceeded  to  disint 
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and  shores,  hand  in  hand  with  dead  presidents,  and  the  crazed 
ghosts  of  slain  emperors  and  Englishmen  weary  of  life,  he  led 
the  novice  by  slow,  definite  stages,  and  showed  him  that  real 
knowledge  of  history  and  of  geography  is  not  superficial  Imt 
organic.  And  having  swept  past  and  i^reseut,  near  and  far,  into 
the  scope  of  liis  argument,  he  concluded : 

"  It  only  remains  to  say  that  whatever  duty  Great  Britain 
owed  to  Alaska  jis  a  Russian  province,  whatever  she  agreed  to  do 
or  to  refrain  from  doing,  touching  Alaska  and  the  Behring  Sea, 
was  not  changed  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  transfer  of  sovereignty 
to  the  United  Stjites.  It  was  explicitly  declared,  in  the  sixth 
article  of  the  treaty  by  which  the  territory  was  ceded  by 
Russia,  tliat  '  the  cession  hereby  made  conveys  all  the  rights, 
franchises,  and  privileges  now  belonging  to  Russia  in  the  said 
territory  or  dominions  and  ai)purtenances  thereto.'  Neither 
by  the  treaty  with  Russia  of  1825,  nor  by  its  renewal  in  1843, 
nor  by  its  second  renewal  in  1859,  did  (Jreat  Britain  gain  any 
right  to  take  seals  in  Behring  Sea.  In  fact,  those  treaties  were 
a  prohibition  upon  lier  whicli  she  steadily  respected  so  long  as 
Alaska  was  a  Russian  province.  It  is  for  Great  BriUiin  now  to 
show  by  what  law  she  gained  rights  in  that  sea  after  the  transfer 
of  its  sovereignty  to  the  United  States. 

"  During  all  the  time  elapsing  between  the  treaty  of  1825  and 
the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  Great 
Britain  never  affirmed  the  right  of  her  subjects  to  capture  fur 
seals  in  the  Behring  Sea ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  her  subjects 
did  not,  during  that  long  period,  attempt  to  catch  seals  in  the 
Behring  Sea. 

"Lord  Salisbury  does  not  attempt  to  cite  the  intrusion  of  a 
single  British  sealer  into  the  Behring  Sea  until  after  Alaska 
had  been  tmnsferred  to  the  United  States.  I  am  justified, 
therefore,  in  repeating  the  (questions  which  I  addressed  to  Her 
Majesty's  government  on  the  22d  of  last  January,  and  which 
still  remain  unanswered,  viz.: 

••  Whence  did  the  ships  of  Canada  derive  the  right  to  do,  in  1886,  that 
which  they  had  refrained  from  doing  for  nearly  ninety  years  ? 

**  Upon  what  grounds  did  Her  Majesty's  government  defend,  in  the  year 
1886,  a  course  of  conduct  in  the  Behring  Sea  which  had  been  carefully 
avoided  ever  since  the  discovery  of  tliat  sea? 


An  mmGMAFHT  or  jamms  c  BLAarm, 


On  Angml  %  Lord  SaUsbnrr  with  splenfid  ctiuiage  adves- 
tared  fn«th  agsun  into  the  icr  Behrii^.  Mr.  BSbmie  «t  OBoe 
Mectf^ed  his  challenge. 

^^Great  Britain  contends  that  the  phiaae  ^  Pacific  Ocean,*  m 
med  in  treaties,  was  intended  to  inclnde,  and  does  inelndev  Am 
body  of  water  which  is  now  known  as  the  Behring  Sea.  The 
Unitcl  Stales  contends  that  the  Behrii^  Sea  was  not  mentioned, 
or  even  referred  to  in  either  treaty,  and  was  in  no  sense  indnded 
in  the  jihrase  *  Pacific  Ocean/  If  Great  Britain  can  maintain 
her  [jrjsition  that  the  Behring  Sea  at  the  time  of  die  treaties  with 
Russia  of  1824  and  1825  was  incloded  in  the  Parafie  Ocean;  the 
government  of  the  United  States  has  no  well-groanded  oom- 
plaint  against  her.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  this  government  ean 
prove  beyond  all  donbt  that  the  Behring  Sea  at  the  date  off  the 
treaties  was  understood  by  the  three  signatory  powers  to  be  a 
separate  body  of  water,  and  was  not  included  in  the  {duaae 
*  Pacific  OcMmn/  then  the  American  case  against  Great  Britain 
is  rjpmphiUi  and  undeniable/* 

Then  with  the  8ame  cany  command,  the  same  minute  recon- 
Htnictivc  knowledge  of  the  evento  of  those  distant  days,  in- 
ttfsreHts,  lrK;alitieM,  he  marHhalled  not  only  facts,  but  the  causes 
anci  c:onHf;c]iience8  of  facto  he  summoned  from  papers  and 
niagHzines  r»f  ninety  years  before,  the  irrefragable  witness  ol 
rnapH,  HcjtrcH  u{K>n  S(;ore8 ;  from  dusty  archives,  —  protoools, 
proicHis,  ))reanil)leH,  treaties,  ukases,  bank  accounts  of  old  fur 
(M>rn|iHriieH.  Me  nhowed  the  Monroe  Doctrine  pushing  its  strong 
young  horns  into  the  North-west  with  the  effect  of  a  sauoe  qui 
peiU  \\\Hm  the  foreign  interests  crowding  and  clouding  our 
North-wijstern  horizon.  Lord  Salisbury's  fractional  facts  were 
rounded  out  and  supplied  with  their  true  meaning.  His  most 
confident  assertions  were  drawn  up  only  to  be  disproved  in  gen- 
eral and  in  particular,  and  to  be  disproved  by  his  own  evidence. 
Wtiile  repeatedly  disclaiming  all  claims  to  mare  clausum  Mr. 
Blaine's  citations  of  England's  course  in  assuming  ocean  control 
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for  her  own  purpose  and  the  incisive  courtesy  of  his  comment, 
touches  the  very  sense  of  satiric  satisfaction.  He  did  not  argue 
the  question  of  territorial  inclusion,  but  jurisdiction  of  waters 
extending  to  the  fartliest  point  necessjiry  for  shore  interests. 
He  <lid  not  claim  a  closed  sea,  but  property  rights  on  the  open 
sea. 

Along  the  main  lines  of  argument,  a  thousand  minor  points 
scintillated.  After  reading  at  the  conference  the  memorandum 
of  the  Canadian  minister,  Afr.  Blaine  coolly  remarked  that  he 
doubted  whether  "  any  arrangement  could  l>e  arrived  at  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  Canada.  The  pro|H>sal  of  the  United 
States  had  now  been  two  yeai-s  before  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, and  there  was  nothing  further  to  urge  in  support  of  it," 
and  put  u|K)n  England  the  burden  of  a  counter  proposal.  In 
the  face  of  this  withdrawal,  the  initiative  wjus  left  to  England. 
A  protest  against  the  action  of  the  United  States  had  l)een 
transmitted  to  the  British  minister,  who  had  amiably  delayed  it 
in  hope  of  another  and  earlier  adjustment.  When  he  could  no 
longer  withhold  it,  Mr.  Blaine  expressed  the  President's  sur- 
prise that  such  a  protest  should  be  authorized  by  Lord  Salis- 
bury, who  had  for  a  {)eriod  of  six  months  "  without  retraction 
or  qualification,  without  the  suggestion  of  a  doubt  or  the  drop- 
ping of  a  hint,  in  every  form  of  speech,  assented  to  the  necessity 
of  a  close  season  for  the  protection  of  the  seals ; "  so  that  "  to 
have  distrusted  it  would  have  been  to  question  the  good  faith 
of  Lord  Salisbury  ;  "  and  had  at  the  end  of  that  time  suddenly 
informed  the  American  government  that  *' nothing  could  l)e 
done  until  Canada  is  heard  from." 

Lord  Salisbury  in  response  *'  does  not  recognize  the  expres- 
sions attributed  to  him.  He  does  not  think  that  he  can  have 
used  them,  at  all  events,  in  the  context  mentioned,"  and  think- 
ing it  over  a  little  more,  solemnly  remembered  three  weeks 
later,  that  Minister  Phelps  had  said,  April  3,  1888,  "With  a 
general  election  pending,  it  would  be  of  little  use,  and  indeed 
hardly  practicable,  to  conduct  any  negotiation  to  its  issue  before 
the  election  had  taken  place." 

In  response  Mr.  Blaine  quoted  Mr.  Phelps's  report  to  Mr. 
Bayard :  "  Lord  Salisbury  assents  to  your  proposition  to  establish 
by  mutual  arrangement  between  the  governments  interested  a 


If  nf  tliu  riiitt*(l  Suiti*s  ncrrssurily  iv|nis«*s  iinjilicit 

S  the  literal  rornTtiH'ss  of  tlie  <.Ies|Kitoli  Jilxive  4iuot€ 

I  iii^  i\\v  iilvri'um  iviuark  lit*  siiiiiiiumI  u|>  {he  deUiilss 

I  **  I  am  jiistitinl,  tlierefoiv,  in  assuitiiii^  that  Lord  ^ 

Iiiot  n*cur  Xo  tlie  iviiiark  of  Mr.  IMielps  as  one  4if  tl 
hrrakiii;^  oft*   the  ne^«»tiati(»]u  l»ecauso    tlie   iiegoti 
I  actual  proirivss  for  niorc  tiiaii  four  months  after  tii 

made,  and  Mr.  lMi(*l|»s  liims<'If  took  hirge  [Kirt  in  it 
n*rital  <if  fart^  I  am  unahir  t«»  recall,  or  in  any  wuv  t 
htatciiii'iit  whi<'li  I  made  in  my  note  of  June  4th, 
tliat  I^u'd  Salislmry  'ahniptly  dosed  the  negotia 
tlie  Canadian  government  ohjected,  and  that  he 
'I  otiier  ri'ason  whatever."' 

A  letter  of  Hon.  K.  J.  IMiel|)8  throws  a  little  ligl 
SalishurvV  mental  confusion. 


,  HiTRLINUTOX,  Vt.,  • 

I  liav«>  rt'Htl  with  iiiten>st  iiiid  satisfaction  ynur  tU^spatches 
Si*a  <|ii4'>«tioii,  ami  riiii;;ratuI:Ue  ycui  mi  the  ji^reat  suei^ss  ' 
have  inaiiitaitHMi  tin*  Hr;;iitni*nt.    . 
Ill  l«4)r«l  Salishiiry,  in  his  alIii<iioii  to  my  reiiuirk  that  a  trea 

rniirliKh-dliy  the  lalc  adiiiitiistratioii  )K.Midiiig  a  presideiitia 

a  hostile  Seiiati*).  lia^  falh'ii  into  an   emir.      1  did  say  so. 

I J  ililVerenl  lime.  an«l  in  referenee  t«>  a  dilTerent  subject  —  the  i 

It  ne\er  iK-eiirrtMi  to  me  to  think,  nor  to  say,  that  there  \v 

the  least  <IilVieiilty  in  res)M*et  to  the  ratilieation  by  the  Senate 

j  so  sim))le  and  so  plainly  ne<'essary,  jis  was  that  for  cstak 

'  seasnn  lor  tlie  proteetion  of  the  s»'al.     His  lordship  and  I  h 
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oould  not  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Canadian  government.  Then  I  wrote 
the  letter  to  my  government,  which  you  have  read,  advising  decided  meas- 
ures, which  appeared  to  me  to  be  justified.  I.»ord  Salisbury  is  quite  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  I  ever  suggested  any  doubt  of  the  prompt  ratification 
of  (his  proposed  convention  by  the  Senate.  Or  that  the  least  delay  in  the 
negotiation  took  place  on  that  account. 

As  to  the  fishery  question,  my  views  were  very  different.  I  was  op- 
posed, for  the  reason  quoted  by  Ijovii  Salisbury,  to  the  attempt  to  make  a 
treaty  under  the  circumstances.  I  had  made  much  progress  in  arranging 
a  modus  vivendi  to  be  carried  out  by  mutual  instructions  by  the  two  govern- 
ments, under  which  harmonious  relations  could  be  maintained  for  the  time 
being  and  pending  mature  negotiations,  and  after  the  election,  I  believed  a 
treaty  could  be  perfected  and  ratified.  The  original  proposal  for  commis- 
sioners was  mine,  and  contemplated  only  the  appointment  of  practical  men 
to  arrange  the  details  of  the  modus.  It  was  afterwards  deemed  best  by  my 
government  to  elevate  the  commissioners  into  j)lenipotentiaries,  and  to 
attempt  a  treaty.  And  to  this  efl!*()rt  I  of  course  gave  the  best  :issistanoe 
in  my  power. 

The  result  was  what  I  ha<l  expected.  The  treaty,  though  in  my  judg- 
ment an  excellent  one,  was  lost  by  a  party  vote. 

I^ord  Salisbury  has  in  his  recollections  confouiidttd  the  conversations 
upon  two  very  difterent  subjects. 

England  showed  extriiorcHnary  agility  in  slipping  from  one 
position  after  another  like  a  seal  off  a  rock.  Some  thought  she 
wjis  trying  to  weary  the  patience  of  the  administration.  Some 
.said  phiinly  she  meant  to  cheat;  at  least  to  the  exUMit  of 
giving  every  Canadian  poadier  the  longest  possible  opportunity' 
before  assenting  to  any  tnodus  vivfvdL  Mr.  Blaine  did  not  be- 
lieve in  the  necessity  of  any  war  on  the  sul)ject.  Mardi  <!,  1891, 
he  sent  a  note  to  tlie  President : 

If  we  get  up  a  war-cry  and  send  naval  vessels  to  Behring  Sea  it  will 
reelect  Lord  Salisbury.  England  always  sustains  an  administration  with 
the  prospect  of  war  pending.  Lord  Salisbury  would  dissolve  Parliament 
instantly  if  we  made  a  demonstration  of  war.  On  the  other  side  I  am  not 
sure  —  or  rather  I  am  sure  —  that  war  would  prove  of  no  advantage  to  you. 
New  York  and  Massachusetts  are  steiwiily  against  war  with  England  unless 
the  last  point  of  honor  requires  it.  Again,  1  think  you  will  bitterly  disa|>- 
point  Lord  Salisbury  by  keeping  quiet.  We  would  have  all  the  tiiss  and 
tliere  would  be  no  war  after  all.  Not  a  man  in  a  million  believes  we 
should  ultimately  have  war. 

But  he  did  believe  that  continued  national  irritation  and  fer- 
ment might  produce  war,  wliicli  no  one   intends,  and  lie  was 


had  advanofd  at  tlie  outset  rontra  hvmm  mon-it. 
cm  tilt*  ssinu'  hij^li  gnmnd  of  rtniHi)!!,  Itiiiimiiit\ 
that  tlio  laws  of  so(*ii*ty  invcdve  our  chiiiii  of  pi 
international  hiw  is  not  an  eternal  and  uiiolian^ 
hut  f(»rnis  its  own  precedents  and  spring  fnmi  ii 
Men  wlio  had  not  heen  {Nirtisans  of  Mr.  Blaine 
admit  that  he  had  ''hrnught  t<»gether,  in  nisisterly 
ev<*ry  possihle  reason  hased  «>n  law,  humanity,  e 
ri^ht  of  whieli  tlie  ejise  admitted.  We  have  Ic 
throu^ii  tilt*  arguments  of  ettunstd  for  any  |>oint 
^•rm,  at  least,  was  n(»t  contained  in  his  diplomat i 
enei*.*' 

The  court  in  session,  and  its  individual  inemi 
treated  Mr.  Hlaine*s  eoiit4Mition  with  profound  resj 
man  not  a  lawyer  should  have  nuule,  on  a  le^il  and 
question,  so  ahh*  a  lei^al  ai^runient,  l>etrayin)^  hy  m 
was  not  a  lawyer,  was  eonunented  on  as  extnion 
fori'l^neiN  as  well  as  hy  the  Americans  in  court. 
Th**  deeisi<»n  of    tln»   ei»urt  w;ts  entiivly   ill«>pri^ 

j  factory.      It  deci<led   that  this  country  luiil  no  pn-> 

llu' simI  which  lould   follow  it  into  the  seca  ti>  iin-> 

j  and  immediately  i*e<'ogni7,c<l  tin*  right  hy  making 

'i||  tions  for  its  prot<M*tion.     Our  minister  in   London 

jlj  wiMild  have  acci»j)ieil  much  h'ss  than  the  Court  o 

i';  i^avi*,  and   if  the  seal   is  not  pn>tecUMl  the  fault 

I!  court  hut  of  nur  own  i^niviTument  in  not  enforciii 
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three  Italians,  said  to  be  still  subjects  of  the  King  of  Italy. 
Tlie  Italian  minister  appealed  immediately  to  the  government, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  assured  him  that  the  affair  should  be 
most  thoroughly  investigated.  Mr.  Blaine  at  once  addressed 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana  expressing  the  President's  regrets  and 
his  hope  that  the  governor  would  aid  the  President  in  defending 
the  Italians  who  might  still  be  in  peril,  and  in  bringing  to  jus- 
tice those  who  had  broken  the  law.  The  offence  was  one 
especially  odious  to  Mr.  Blaine.  With  no  technical  federal 
responsibility,  with  a  structunil  weakness  in  the  Constitution 
which  no  dexterity  can  remedy,  he  felt  that  it  was  better  in- 
stantly to  make  reparation  and  let  the  world  forget  as  soon  as 
possible  that  such  a  thing  had  happened.  He  remembered, 
moreover,  that  ItJily  was  to  apjjoint  one  of  the  Paris  Behring-Sea 
arbitrator,  and  he  thought  it  bad  policy  to  let  the  matter  drift. 
The  Italian  government  did  not  readily  understand  our  inter- 
nal relations,  and  saw  in  the  necessary  constitutioiiJil  processes 
only  a  disposition  to  delay  and  defeat  justice.  Prcmier  Rudini 
on  March  24  instructed  the  Italian  minister  with  some  asperity 
that  public  opinion  in  Italy  was  justly  impatient,  and  if  concrete 
provisions  were  not  at  once  taken,  the  Italian  minister  would  be 
recalled  from  a  country  where  he  was  unable  to  obtain  justice. 
Mr.  Blaine  could  appreciate  the  Itiilian  misundei^standing  and 
irritation,  and  neither  gave  way  to  it  or  resented  it.  If  he  took 
advantage  of  it  to  divert  i)ublic  attention  from  the  deplorable 
central  fact  to  the  incidental  misunderstanding,  we  sorely  needed 
such  divei-sion.  With  complimentary  reference,  he  regretted 
Baron  Fava's  departure,  and  endeavored  to  remove  the  mistake 
which  had  caused  it  by  explaining  in  detail  the  constitutional 
inter-action  of  our  State  and  Federal  governments ;  that  the 
latter  was  unable  to  give  the  desired  assurance  of  punishment 
because  it  had  not  jurisdiction,  and  if  it  had,  it  could  not  give 
such  assurance  in  advance  of  investigation  or  trial.  It  had  dis- 
tinctly recognized  the  principle  of  indemnity  to  those  who  may 
have  been  wronged  by  violation  of  treaty  rights,  and  had 
promised  investigation.  Beyond  this  it  could  not  go,  and  it  also 
felt  obliged  to  add  that  "  in  a  matter  of  such  gravity  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  not  permit  itself  to  be  unduly 
hurried ;  nor  will  it  make  answer  to  any  demand  until  every 
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fact  essential  to  a  correct  judgment  shall  have  been  fully  ascer- 
tained through  legal  authority."  And  if  he  dwelt  more  on  our 
constitutional  obligations  than  on  our  constitutional  defects,  it 
was  only  his  duty  in  addressing  another  nation. 

But  conscious  of  the  weakness  of  our  own  case,  trusting  the 
friendship  of  Italy,  furthered  by  pleasant  social  intercourse  witli 
the  Italian  legation,  he  wanted  nothing  so  much  as  to  pay  and 
be  done  with  it.  When  it  became  evident  tliat  the  Italian 
government  understood  that  it  had  acted  hastily,  had  })erha£>s 
translated  carelessly,  had  certainly  rendered  incorrectly,  and 
would  be  glad  to  withdraw,  the  Secretary  was  ready  to  consider 
the  incident  closed.  The  President  was  not  disposed  to  give 
them  too  much  help  in  a  necessary  retreat.  But  with  a  friendly 
nation  like  Italy,  signifying  its  willingness  to  receive  a  proffered 
indemnity  of  money  for  the  families  of  the  victims,  in  return 
for  which  it  would  send  a  very  cordial  note  that  would  put  us 
right  before  the  world,  and  before  Italy,  Mr.  Blaine  thought  we 
could  not  accept  soon  enough,  with  or  without  an  Itiilian  minis- 
ter at  Washington.  Urging  the  President  to  a  settlement,  he 
wrote  in  March,  1892 : 

They  have  been  fully  notified  at  Rome  that  we  would  make  indemnity 
and  we  can  wait  their  time  in  sending  a  minister.  ...  I  would  have 
completed  the  matter  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours.  ...  It  can 
only  Ije  done  in  Italy  by  makino^  a  positive  stjitement,  without  any  **  ifs"  or 
•*  ands"  about  it»  that  we  reco^^nize  the  principle  of  indemnity  in  this  case, 
and  will  pay  Italy  on  tlie  arrival  of  the  minister.  It  is  apparent  to  me  that 
this  is  far  more  embarr:issing  than  to  j)ay  the  money  heni  and  have  nothing 
said  about  it.  I  do  not  think  we  want  to  have  a  document  in  the  hands  of 
the  government  of  Italy  saying  that  we  have  recognized  the  principle  of 
indenmity  in  this  case.  Sucli  a  j)aper  would  embarniss  us  in  many  cases 
yet  to  arise.  It  strikes  me  that  this  would  be  bad  j>olicy,  and  it  can  be 
easily  avoided. 

You  had  the  imjiression  that  the  language  in  your  message  was  sufficient- 
to  satisfy  It:ily,  and  to  have  lier  send  a  minister  here.  But  four  months 
have  passed  by  and  no  minister  is  here  yet.  We  have  waited  eleven  months, 
during  which  period  our  minister  (Mr.  Porter)  has  been  passing  Ins  time 
in  Indianapolis  drawing  $12,000  a  year  from  the  Trea^sury.  I  believe  he 
will  continue  in  the  same  position  for  months  to  come,  on  the  basis  you 
have  adopted,  unless  you  are  willing  to  give  a  jiledge  that  the  money  shall 
be  paid  ;   and  I  do  not  think  you  will  do  this. 

I  submit  these  fa(;ts  for  your  consideration,  feeling  assured  that  they  are 
entitled  to  early  and  earnest  attention. 
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They  ixjceived  both,  and  tlie  conlial  understanding  of  the  two 
countries  was,  it  is  hoped,  completely  restored.  A  simihir  ex- 
citement in  Chile  Mr.  Blaine,  in  the  same  manner,  thought  only 
of  composing.  On  the  IGth  of  Octol)er,  1891,  some  sailors  on 
shore  in  Valparaiso,  from  the  "  Baltimore,"  were  attacked  hy  a 
mob;  two  were  killed  and  seveiul  wounded.  The  country 
was  somewhat  excited.  The  United  States  uniform  had  I)een 
attiicked,  and  where  it  is  a  (juestion  of  insult  to  the  flag  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion.  Mr.  l^hilne  wjis  disposed  from  every 
motive  to  tike  a  moderate  view  of  the  situation.  The  old 
troul>les  l)etweeu  Chile  and  Peru  liad  not  ceased,  —  there  wiis 
armed  and  successful  insurrection.  Our  right  of  fusylum  had 
been  disputed.  Every  disturbance  was  not  only  made  tlie  most 
of,  but  was  exaggerate<l  by  malicious  lil)els  issuing  from  tlie 
British  clulw  in  Santiago  agjiinst  our  minister,  Mr.  Kgan.  Mr. 
Blaine  would  waive  no  hair's  breadth  of  the  riglit  of  lusylum,  and 
the  President  refused  even  to  consider  the  (juestion  whether 
asylum  had  properly  been  given  until  the  privileges  of  the  lega- 
tion were  restored,  considering  that  it  would  be  negotiating 
under  duress ;  but  towards  a  iM)untry  rent  by  internal  wars,  Mr. 
Blaine  believed  that  every  consideration  should  Ik*  shown.  lie 
could  not  learn  that  then^  was  any  oflicial  wrong  intent.  He 
thought  the  affair  was  in  the  nature  of  a  street  scrimmage  In^tween 
sailors  and  landsmen  aggravated  by  an  inflamed  state  of  public 
feeling,  especially  by  strong  suspicion  that  the  American  flag 
liiwl  been  used  to  shelter  the  foes  of  Chile,  but  without  govern- 
ment instigation  or  countenance.  He  thought  Chile  wjis  too 
small  and  our  country  too  large  to  permit  a  fit?n-e  attitude 
towards  our  neighbor  even  when  offending.  There  could  Ikj  no 
glory  in  any  victory  of  force ;  and  he  was  exceedingly  desirous 
to  win  the  friendly  cooperati()n  and  conHdenc«j  of  ('hile,  not  to 
compel  her  submission. 

He  demanded  for  the  Baltimore's  saih)rs  oi)en  trial  and 
proper  representiition ;  but  he  ccmld  not  magnify  a  brawl  into  a 
battle.  The  "  row  "  iKJgan,  according  to  the  statement  of  our 
own  people,  by  a  Chilean  sailor  spitting  into  the  face  of  one 
of  our  men,  and  this  was  naturally  followed  by  a  knock-ilown. 
It  was  with  difficulty  that  such  a  circumstance  could  take  on 
continental  dimensions.     When  the  Chilt*an  minister  in  Wash- 


tions  is  ill  effiH't  an  :i|M»l(»^y/^ 

A  (Miriiiiis  oin^u instance  in  view  of  ])ast  re] 
Hlaini'\s  liostility  to  Cliihsand  of  tlie  reeog 
Latin  Anirrirans  are  Imrn  <liiilomat««,  was  1 
\v:ts    privately    and    in«liivctlv    nia«Ie    tci    Mi 

Aft  • 

troulilt's  i*(in)<I  U>  peaeefnlly  adjusteil  if  the  « 
('(Mnliirtetl  with  tin*  Sern^tarv,  ami  also  that 
tit  arcfpt  till*  arhitr.it ion  of  Itrazil.  Thus,  al 
4»nlv  ronntrv  in  tin*  Pan-Anieriwin  eiMife  1*6110 
\iilv  for  setth'nient  of  differences  hv  arbitr 
tii-st  ci»nntry  to  ]»n»|Mise  to  take  advaiita^  of 
was  111  I  nee«l  of  mediation.  Cliile  «»tTer»*4l  : 
tlie  I'lvsident  and  the  St*cretarv  of  State  w 
in  it.s  aci'eptanee.      Mr.  Hlaine  wrote: 


17  Maiii<iin'  l^j^cE.  Waaiiixoimi 

My  i»i  \k  Mk.   I*i:isii»int  :  1    heivwith    seiul  yoi 

*':'.«•      l!  in,t\  ^tt'in  t.*  \imi  !i«i»  otnlial.  luit  I  lieliove 

x,.»  *,.  f\i«*i! :••!];.     I  h.4\»  n-litsl  i*!i  i'hilf's  srt"Hxl  sons 

Ih   ii  \,«  \i,   \*  i.  ;;r:  !:  !ii.'!'»«  fA.*i!\  that  w.tv  than  bv  a 

U  .1":  «?   n^l.^•  :*•.<' ^tit'.riui-nt  with  tho  Spaiiiunls 

■  ■■  ^    »  yr.sx-      \Vi    •    ..   Wf'.i   :•„•  <AiUf  i-vaniplc  \%-iu 
•    ■  '      "I '^r   \»  ;■      \%.r,    'v.'inl*  rvi!.      V'»u   rviueinli 
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I  had,  as  I  promised  you  this  morning,  outlined  what  I  thought  would 
be  a  suitable  response,  and  have  now  adapted  it  to  your  note,  a  good  pait 
of  which  you  will  see  is  incori)oi-atcd.  What  1  have  said,  I  think  you  will 
agree,  has  rather  enlarged  than  diminished  the  expressions  of  cordiality. 

The  ignoble  abiuuloiiment  of  the  Peace  Congress  by  President 
Arthur  hiul  brought  about  so  full  an  explanation  of  its  chanic- 
t4*r  and  purposes  that  it  had  a  persistent  life  after  death.  In 
Mr.  Blaine's  '"  Political  Discussions  "  men  had  not  failed  to 
observe  that  long  before  he  entered  f'ongivss  he  had  clearly 
enunciated  the  principle  that  "  prosjHjrity  built  upon  the  calam- 
ities of  other  nations  has  a  most  insecure  foundation.'*  That 
a  prasperity  built  upon  the  prosperity  of  other  nations  is  the 
most  secure  and  stiible  was  seen  to  be  but  its  correhitive. 
While  neither  party  took  it  up  warmly,  neither  party  was 
willing  entirely  to  abandon  it,  because  of  a  manifest  growing 
belief  in  the  policy.  The  Ke[)ublican  President  who  had  slain 
it  put  forth  a  feeble  hand  towai-ds  resuscitation,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding Democratic  President  approved  a  bill  iKUsseil  by  Con- 
gress in  its  favor.  But  it  was  a  languid  movement  by  men 
who  did  not  fully  C(mi[)rehend  it.  Not  until  by  the  munitions 
of  politics  the  matter  was  again  relegated  to  Mr.  Bhiine,  did  its 
spirit  return  into  it.  The  i(h*a  of  the  brotlierhood  of  nations 
which  lies  always,  if  dormant,  in  the  human  heait,  and  had 
blindly  stirred  for  generations  in  the  South  and  in  the  North, 
through  his  insight  took  on,  with  enthusiastic  cordiality  on  one 
side  and  an  equally  enthusiastic  welcome  on  the  other,  the  form 
and  bi-eath  of  life,  as  the  (-ongress  of  all  the  Americas. 

On  October  2,  1889,  in  the  di[)lomatic  room  of  the  State  De- 
partment, Mr.  Blaine  had  the  [)leasui-e  of  welcoming  the  dele- 
gates whose  assembling  marked  a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  Western  world. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  International  American  (\)nference: 
Speaking  for  the  (iovernment  of  tlie  United  SUites,  1  bid  you 
welcome  to  this  Capitiil.  Speaking  for  the  peo[)le  of  the  United 
States,  I  bid  you  welcome  to  every  section  Jind  to  every  State 
of  the  Union.  You  come  in  response  to  an  invitation  extended 
by  the  President  on  the  special  authorization  of  Congress. 
Your  presence  here  is  no  oixlinaiy  event.     It  signifies  much  to 


i: 


^ 


\\Hit>*'      l|i)|  llll'I  II       lllllll.*«      i«l(~      l«Mll    Ill-It     IM       lilt-        .-%iV'L 

tliiMisiiinl  milrs  iN^ymiii  tli<-  Stniits  of  Ucliriug«  an 
eni  «*xti*ii.siiiii  fiiriiiHiu's  liiiiiiiiii  lialiitaiions  fun 
f*i|ii.it<»r  tli.iii  is  rls<*\vluTe  {Nissililt^  <iii  the  glnhe. 

"  Tin*  ;ii^'^n't;at«*  i«'iTili»ri:il  rxUMit  nf  tlif  nati< 
s<*iit.-il  falls  hilt  liltit*  slh.it  iif  1-J,<NH),04>0  <if  .« 
iinirc  tliaii  thn'i*  tilings  th<'  aiva  of  all  Kiirope,  an 
than  Miif-foiirtli  part  of  tla*  i^IoIh' :  whih^  in  n*s{H 
of  |iriM|ii('iiiix  tlh'  aiiit'lrs  which  an*  cssfiitial  to  1 
tlmsi*  \\lii«li  iiiiiiistiT  tn  lifr's  luxurv,  tliev  ooi 
larL,n-r  |irii|nirlinii  nf  ilir  fiitin*  world.  Tlicsr  gi 
toHJav  liavr  an  ftLTi^ni'i^ntf  population  approach! 
hut  il"  |M'npl»'il  as  flrnsi'ly  as  tlie  av«»ra;»^«'  of  K 
ninnUr  wouM  rxirrfl  1,(MM),IMMM)00.  WliiU*  n 
tliis  iliarai'ttT  must  inspin*  Anirrirans,  lK>th  So 
witli  {\ir  livi'lii'st  antiripatituis  of  futnii*  ;xi'*^ii<h 
tln'N  must  also  iniprrss  tlnMu  with  a  sense  of 
spitnsiliilil  V  touiliin^  tin*  cliaratior  and  <h*veU) 
rrspiM't i\<'  natlmiaiitit's. 

"Tin'  d«'l«*i^.ilrs  1  am  aildi'i'ssinij  «*an  (hi  nil 
iH'tni.MM'Mt  iriatioii**  111"  i-ontidi'nco,  rrspect,  and 
!\\«iM  tlir  iiati'ins  wliiili  iln'\  riMin'si'Ut.  Tln»v  < 
wmiM  .III  Ii«hiiiimI)1i',  piMi'i'tul  i'«inl'rnMioi»  of  idtrli 
('lit  Auiriiraii  l*ii\\riN,  in  wliirli  all  shall  nirrt  toj 
lit  .iK^olutr  i'4|narn\  ;  a  runtcnMii-c  in  which  tl 
alli  iiipi  ti»  •  oriii'  a  ^iiiLrh'  drli'tratr  ai^ainst    ids   < 
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in  fine,  which  will  seek  notliiug,  propose  nothing,  endure  noth- 
ing that  is  not,  in  the  general  sense  of  all  the  delegates,  timely 
and  wise  and  peaceful. 

*'  And  yet  we  cannot  l)e  expected  to  forget  that  our  common 
fate  hits  made  us  inhabitants  of  the  two  continents  which,  at 
the  close  of  four  centuries,  are  still  regarded  beyond  tlie  setis 
as  the  new  world.  Like  situations  beget  like  sympathies  and 
impose  like  duties.  We  meet  in  firm  belief  that  the  nations  of 
America  ought  to  be  and  can  l>e  more  helpful,  each  to  the 
other,  than  they  now  are,  and  that  each  will  find  advanUiges 
and  jirofit  from  an  enlarged  intercoui'se  with  the  others. 

*'  We  believe  that  we  sliould  be  drawn  together  more  closely 
by  the  highways  of  the  seas,  and  tliat  at  no  distant  day  the  mil- 
way  systems  of  the  Nortli  and  South  will  meet  upon  the  isth- 
mus and  connect  by  huid  routes  the  political  and  commercial 
capitals  of  all  America. 

"  We  believe  that  hearty  co-operation,  based  on  hearty  confi- 
dence, will  save  JiU  American  states  from  the  burdens  and  evils 
which  have  long  and  cruelly  afflicted  the  older  nations  of  the 
world. 

**  We  believe  that  a  sj)irit  of  justice,  of  common  and  equal 
interest  between  the  American  stiites,  will  leave  no  i*oom  for 
an  artificial  balance  of  power  like  unto  that  which  has  led  to 
ware  abroad  and  drenched  Europe  in  blood. 

"  We  Ixjlieve  that  friendshii),  avowed  with  candor  and  main- 
tained with  good  faith,  will  i*emove  from  American  states  the 
necessity  of  guarding  boundary  lines  Ixitween  themselves  with 
fortifications  an<l  military  force. 

"  We  believe  that  standing  armies,  beyond  those  which  are 
needful  for  public  order  and  the  safety  of  inti^rnal  administm- 
tion,  slumld  l)e  unknown  on  lM>th  the  American  continents. 

"  We  l)elieve  that  friendship  and  not  force,  the  s[)irit  of  just 
law  and  not  the  violence  of  the  mob,  should  \yc  the  recognized 
rule  of  administration  between  American  nations  and  in  Ameri- 
can nations. 

**  To  tliese  subjects,  and  those  which  are  cognate  thereto,  the 
attention  of  this  Conference  is  earnestly  and  cordially  invited  by 
the  Grovemment  of  the  United  Stites.  It  will  l)e  a  great  gain 
when  we  shall  acquire  that  common  confidence  on  which  all 
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international  friendship  must  rest.  It  will  be  a  greater  gain 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  draw  the  i>eople  of  all  American  nations 
into  close  acquaintance  with  each  other,  an  end  to  be  facilitated 
by  more  frequent  and  more  rapid  intercommunication.  It  will 
l)e  the  greatest  gain  when  the  personal  and  commercial  relations 
of  the  American  states,  South  and  North,  shall  l^e  so  developed 
and  so  regulated  that  each  shall  acquire  the  highest  possible 
advantage  from  the  enlightened  and  enlarged  intercourse  of  all. 
"  Before  the  Conference  shall  formally  enter  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  the  subjects  to  be  submitted  to  it  I  am  instructed  by  the 
President  to  invite  all  the  delegates  to  be  the  guests  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  during  a  proposed  visit  to  various 
sections  of  the  country,  with  the  double  view  of  showing  to  our 
friends  from  abroad  the  condition  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
giving  to  our  people  in  their  homes  the  privilege  and  pleasure 
of  extending  the  warm  welcome  of  Americans  to  Americans." 

Tlie  Congress,  escorted  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Curtis,  representing  the 
State  Department,  was  received  and  entertained  by  the  leading 
(chambers  of  Commerce,  and  everywhere  with  abounding  wel- 
come. On  the  18th  of  November  it  reassembled  in  Washing- 
ton and  Vjegan  its  deliberations.  Mr.  Blaine  was  elected  its 
president,  and  tlirough  its  twenty,  weeks  of  existence  received 
from  it  every  honor  which  pei'sonal  respect,  affection,  and  con- 
fidence could  give.  It  was  not  possible  for  him  to  preside  over 
all  its  delil)erations,  but  whenever  its  affairs  l)ecame  too  involved, 
he  was  sent  for,  and  all  differences  were  quickly  adjusted.  He 
never  forgot  that  tliey  were  guests  and  not  a  Congress  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  elected  by  opposing  parties ;  that  they  were  stran- 
gers of  another  race  who  were  to  be  made  acquainted  with  our 
ways  of  tliouglit  and  speech  and  life,  and  in  some  cases  even  of 
language,  and  to  whom  the  hard  hitting  arguments  of  the  hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  not  appropriate.  Great 
topics  of  international  consequence  were  introduced  and  ably 
and  fully  discussed  by  the  convention.  Many  important  meas- 
ures were  recommended.  The  Bureau  of  American  Republics 
became  a  permanent  brancli  of  the  State  Department  and  a  true 
intelligence  office  regarding  the  Western  hemisphere.  Regular 
lines  of  steam  navigation  between  the  principal  ports  of  North 
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and  South  America,  surveys  for  railroad  systems  and  inter- 
national l)anks  were  recommended ;  and  most  imi>ortant  of  all, 
partial  treaties  of  reciprocity,  and  arbitration  instead  of  war,  as 
the  true  mode  of  settling  difficulties. 

Mr.  Blaine's  gratification  in  the  fact  and  the  work  of  the 
conference  was  represented  in  this  clasing  address,  April  19, 
1890. 

"Gentlemen:  I  withhold  for  a  moment  the  word  of  final 
adjournment,  in  order  that  I  may  express  to  you  the  profound 
satisfaction  with  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
regards  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished  by  the  Interna- 
tional American  C'onference.  The  importjince  of  the  subjects 
which  have  claimed  your  attention,  the  comprehensive  intelli- 
gence and  Watchful  patriotism  which  you  have  brought  to  their 
discussion,  must  challenge  the  confidence  and  secure  the  admi- 
ration of  the  governments  and  peoples  whom  you  represent; 
while  that  larger  patriotism  which  constitutes  the  fraternity  of 
nations  has  received  from  you  an  impulse  such  as  the  world  has 
not  l)efore  seen. 

"The  extent  and  value  of  all  that  has  l>een  worthily  achieved 
by  your  Conference  cannot  be  me<isured  to-day.  We  stand  too 
near  it.  Time  will  define  and  heighten  the  estimate  of  your 
work;  experience  will  confirm  our  present  faith ;  final  results 
will  be  your  vindication  and  your  triumph. 

"  If,  in  this  closing  hour,  the  conference  had  but  one  deed  to 
celebrate,  we  should  dare  call  the  world's  attention  to  the  delil>- 
eratc,  confident,  solemn  dedication  of  two  great  continents  to 
Peace  and  to  the  prosperity  which  has  Peace  for  its  foundation. 
We  hold  up  this  new  Matfna  Charta^  which  alx)lishes  war  and 
substitutes  Arbitration  between  the  American  Republics,  as  the 
first  and  great  fruit  of  the  Interiuitional  American  Conference. 
That  noblest  of  Americans,  the  aged  poet  and  philanthropist 
Whittier,  is  the  first  to  send  his  salutation  and  his  l)enediction, 
declaring:  '  If  in  the  spirit  of  peace  the  American  Conference 
agrees  upon  a  rule  of  Arbitration  which  shall  make  war  in  this 
hemisphere  well-nigh  impossible,  its  session  will  prove  one  of 
the  most  important  events  in  the  history  of  the  world.' 

"  May  I  express  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  deep  appreciation  of 
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the  honor  you  did  me  in  calling  me  to  preside  over  your  delil> 
erations!  Your  kindness  has  been  unceasing,  and  for  your 
words  of  approval  I  offer  you  my  sincerest  gratitude. 

*'  Invoking  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  the  patriotic 
and  fmternal  work  which  has  been  here  begun  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  I  now  declare  the  International  American  Conference 
adjourned  without  day." 

Without  agreeing  on  all  points,  and  with  the  fullest  expres- 
sion of  individual  opinion,  the  conference  had  responded  to  every 
friendly  sentiment  and  with  touching  sympathy,  and  had  been 
interested  in  every  measure  looking  to  closer  communication 
even  wliere  they  had  disputed  or  rejected  details.  The  loving- 
cup  which  they  presented  to  Mr.  Blaine  seemed  no  mere  per- 
functory tribute,  but  a  token  of  affectionate  remembrance  as 
significant  as  Ixjautiful,  ever  l>earing  witness  in  its  three-fold 
fellowship,  of  recognition  by  the  three  Americas  of  his  great  part 
in  procuring  the  congress,  of  his  impartiality  in  its  presidency, 
and  of  their  [Kirsonal  regard  and  esteem  for  liim  as  its  author 
and  president. 

Tliere  was  no  delay  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Blaine  in  advancing 
the  work.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President,  submitting  the 
report  of  the  conference  in  favor  of  reciprocity,  accompanying 
it  with  powerful  argument  recommending  it  to  the  nation.  This 
letter  the  President  transmitted  to  Congress  in  a  special  message 
on  the  10th  of  June,  but  the  work  wiis  of  surprising  difficulty. 
As  ever,  the  masses  of  tlie  [>eople  seemed  to  assimilate  his  idea 
more  readily  than  did  those  who  are  called  their  leadei*s.  His 
hardest  battle  was  not  witli  the  rank  and  file,  but  with  Congress. 
Under  the  very  eycis  of  the  conference  considering  the  subject 
of  reciprocity  in  trade  and  closely  watching  the  action  of  Congi-ess 
on  the  tariff,  C/ongress  had  removed  duties  on  South  American 
products  without  receiving  any  concessions  in  return,  thus  taking 
away  from  the  Secretiiry  the  very  element  of  exchange.  Chile 
and  the  Argentine  Republic,  whicli  in  accepting  the  invitation 
had  expressed  the  liveliest  interest  in  the  question  of  interchange, 
saw  the  House  of  Representatives  increasing  the  duty  on  the 
only  things  Chile  and  the  Argentines  had  to  bring,  and  thus 
found  themselves  without  any  motive  to  reciprocity.    Before  the 
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tariff  bill  was  even  framed  in  committee,  Mr.  Blaine  labored 
to  convince  the  committee  that  it  would  Ije  wise  to  leave 
to  the  President  the  treaty-making  iK)wer  for  the  advan- 
tageous arrangements  of  reciprocal  trade.  He  pn)tested  that 
they  were  throwing  away  the  most  promising  opportunity  for 
iiicresising  our  exports  of  breadstuffs  and  other  provisions,  to 
the  enormous  advantage  of  the  great  agricultural  sections. 

He  watched  every  detail.  Any  morning  a  Member  might 
receive  a  swift  note  from  tlie  Department  of  State. 

Washinoton,  April  10,  1890. 

Dear  Mr.  McKinley  :  It  is  a  great  niistAko  to  take  hides  from  the  free 
list,  where  they  have  been  for  so  many  years. 

It  is  a  slap  in  the  face  to  the  South  Americans  with  whom  we  are  trying 
to  enlarge  our  trade.  It  will  benctit  the  farmer  by  adding  five  to  eight 
per  cent,  to  the  price  of  his  children's  shoes. 

It  will  yield  a  profit  to  the  butcher  only  —  the  last  man  that  needs  it. 
The  movement  is  injudicious  from  beginning  to  end  —  in  every  form  and 
phase. 

Pray  stop  it  before  it  sees  light.  Such  movements  as  this  for  protec- 
tion will  protect  the  Republican  party  into  a  speedy  retirement. 

Very  hastily, 

James  G.  Blainr. 
Hon.  William  McKinlev, 

Chtiimian  Ways  mid  Means. 

Singly  and  in  committee,  in  TT(mse  and  Senate,  he  pressed 
every  consideration  for  an  amendment  of  the  bill  so  tliat  the 
opi)ortunity  of  securing  tlic  admission  of  our  surplus  flimr, 
wheat,  butter,  and  cheese,  should  not  be  thrown  away  by  admit- 
ting sugar  free  without  receiving  any  concession  in  return. 
Some  legislators  were  largely  opposed  to  any  princiiJe  of 
reciprocity  in  the  tariflE  bill,  or  even  to  its  incorpoi-ation  into 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  country.  Others  favored  it  in  a  modi- 
fied and  general  way  with  fluctuating  faith,  but  without  direcjt 
opposition.  Others  were  against  it,  many  unwilling  to  retain 
the  duty  on  sugar  even  for  a  short  time.  They  declared  that  the 
people  demanded  and  expected  free  sugar,  and  that  until  they 
saw  some  tangible  good  result  from  reciprocity  they  would 
not  consent  to  be  further  burdened  by  this  duty.  Mr.  Blaine 
was  also  in  favor  of  free  sugar,  but  his  plan  gave  free  sugar  as 
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surely,  if  not  as  quickly,  as  the  plan  of  Congress,  with  the  dif- 
ference that  for  every  '4100,000,000  consumed  by  our  people  on 
the  one  phm,  we  should  market  $100,000,000  of  the  products 
of  American  farms  and  fjictories,  which  under  the  other  plan 
would  not  be  marketed  at  all.  By  day  and  by  night,  in  his 
own  house  and  before  tlie  committee,  by  voice  and  pen,  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  and  Senate,  to  the  President  and  the  people, 
with  argument  of  figures,  with  storm  and  stress,  he  protested 
against  such  a  sacrifice. 

In  his  letter  to  the  President  he  gave  in  abundant  detail  the 
advantages  accruing ;  showed,  for  instance,  that  a  single  cargo 
of  the  Mail  Steamship  Company  was  comjx)sed  of  articles  from 
thirty-six  dififerent  States  and  Territories,  and  ever  reiterated 
that  the  meditated  increase  of  new  markets  would  be  impossible, 
if  Congress  gave  away  the  duty  on  sugar  which  the  conference 
was  willing  to  pay  for. 

Fifteen  of  the  seventeen  republics  with  which  we  have  been  in  confer- 
ence have  indicated,  by  the  votes  of  their  representatives  in  the  Inter- 
national American  Conference,  and  by  other  methods  which  it  is  not 
necessaiy  to  define,  their  desire  to  enter  upon  reciprocal  commercial 
relations  with  the  United  States ;  the  remaining  two  express  equal  will- 
ingness, could  they  be  assured  that  their  advances  would  be  favorably 
considered. 

To  escape  the  delay  and  uncertainty  of  treaties,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  a  j)ra(;ticable  and  prompt  mode  of  testing  the  question  was  to  submit 
an  amendment  to  the  pending  tariflf  bill,  authorizing  the  President  to 
declare  the  ports  of  the  United  Stiites  free  to  all  the  products  of  any 
nation  of  the  American  hemisphere  upon  which  no  export  duties  are  im- 
IX)sed,  whenever  and  so  long  as  such  nation  shall  admit  to  its  polls  free 
of  all  national,  provincial  (State),  municipal,  and  other  taxes  our  flour, 
corn-meal  and  other  breadstuff,  preserved  meats,  fish,  vegetables  and 
fruits,  cotton-seed  oil,  rice  and  other  provisions,  including  all  articles  of 
food,  lumber,  furniture  and  other  articles  of  wood,  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  machinery,  mining  and  mechanical  machinery,  structural  steel 
and  iron,  steel  rails,  locomotives,  railway  cars  and  supplies,  street  cars, 
and  refined  petroleum.  I  mention  these  particular  articles  because  they 
have  been  most  frequently  referred  to  as  those  with  which  a  valuable  ex- 
change could  be  readily  effected.  'J'he  list  could  no  doubt  be  profitably 
enlarged  by  a  careful  investigation  of  the  needs  and  adv^antages  of  botli 
the  home  and  foreiffu  markets. 

The  opinion  wjis  general  among  the  foreign  delegates  that  the  legis- 
lation lierein  referred  to  would  lead  to  the  opening  of  new  and  profitable 
markets  for  the  products  of  which  we  have  so  large  a  surplus,  and  thus 
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invigorate  every  branch  of  agricultural  and  mechanical  industry.  Of 
course  the  exchanges  involved  in  these  propositions  would  be  rendered 
impossible  if  Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  should  repeal  the  duty  on  sugar  by 
direct  legislation,  instesid  of  allowing  the  same  object  to  be  attained  by 
the  reciprocal  arrangement  suggested. 

In  the  Senate  committee  rooms  he  made  what  the  journals 
of  the  clay  head-lined  as  a  terrific  attiick  on  the  ruinous 
policy  whose  veliemence  could  not  be  concealed  from  public 
knowledge,  and  which  arrested  the  notice  that  unwarmed  argu- 
ment escaped.  It  has  been  said  that  no  speech  in  modern  times 
has  been  fraught  with  sucli  results  as  followed  its  delivery.  He 
declared  that  tlie  repeal  of  the  sugar  duty  would  be  the  most 
inexcusable  piece  of  folly  the  Republican  party  was  ever  guilty 
of;  that  he  would  give  two  yeai*s  of  his  life  for  two  hours  in  the 
Senate  when  the  sugar  schedule  was  under  discussion.  "  Pass 
this  bill,  and  in  1892  there  will  not  l)e  a  man  in  all  the  party  so 
beggared  as  to  accept  your  nomination  for  the  i)residency." 

There  even  went  fortli  a  report  that  lie  was  over-earnest  with 
his  Solons  and  that  he  brought  his  clenched  fist  down  on  the  bill 
lying  Ixifore  him  with  a  vigor  that  sent  his  hat  rel)ounding 
from  the  table.  Certainly  it  rebounded  across  the  country. 
"  Blaine  had  smashed  his  hat  on  the  McKinley  Bill,"  and  people 
who  did  not  usually  trouble  themselves  as  to  what  Congress 
was  doing  in  committee,  began  to  look  towards  Washington. 

He  did  not  antagonize  the  bill  in  and  of  itself;  but  he 
thought  it  was  bad  i)olicy,  ill-timed  and  disturbing,  and  in 
relation  to  reciprocity,  disastrous.  He  feared  that  it  would  be 
looked  upon  as  an  increase  of  duties  in  time  of  peace,  not  only 
without  cause,  but  against  the  tendency  of  the  public  mind 
towards  a  lowering  of  duties.  He  accepted  all  that  was  good  in 
the  tariff,  but  he  would  supplement  it  —  and  save  it — with 
reciprocity. 

Individual  supporters  m  Congress  he  found,  but  the  legisla- 
tive heart  was  hardened.  He  went  to  Bar  Harbor,  but  the  battle 
did  not  lag.  He  met  the  cry  that  reciprocity  was  the  abandon- 
ment of  protection  with  the  explanation  that  reciprocity  simply 
"widens  the  field  of  protection"  —  could  only  exist  under  the 
system  of  protection.  The  object  of  protection  is  to  equalize 
couditions  between   Americana  and  their   foreign  competitors, 


Imt  not  U)  givff  one  oIobb  of  Americans  superior  sdTsntaga 
iuti>ther  L'Uaa.  Wbon  Uiis  oqualUy  of  oiinclitiotM  »  » 
tliM  prulocUnii  IK  tneaut  bi  do  haa  l>e«ii  dune,  aud  aD  U 
tlial  ix  iirodiunitg  inii<|uality  at  oondittons  at  home.  H 
liinnetf  iti  ciimmiinicst.iun  will)  liiisinuas  mon,  miUun*  « 
tioiu  in  Mihticmttu,  ^rain  dualen  in  Maine.  He  appcalod 
thi;  crnmmittao  moms  to  the  court  of  tbo  peojilr.  He  wr 
Mr.  Fryc  fitr  nil  Uio  wortil  to  nnd  on  Jtity  11 : 

It  wiialil  c«n^nlf  tM  a  tvjp  ixtnofdlnary  policy  tta  tb»  put 
f;nranitD«nl,  jtut  at  thU  tinw,  to  ii|»m  mir  market  without  cfaa^  o 
to  llio  cutimiciiu  cnipa  ot  lugar  ralaod  In  the  two  SpHoikb  Ulamb. 
ami  I"!!!-!!)  Itloii  fiiniUb  tbo  Unilnl  Stalea  arith  ncuu-ly  or  qolto  on^ 
thF  ni^ptr  whioli  wu  coiisnmi.'.  anil  W^  nre  fnr  Inrger  cnttsiminr*  lb 
qthitr  nution  in  Uic  wurld.  To  ^Ive  a  fnw  mnrkot  to  this  immeiiae  p 
uf  lite  SiJ&oUh  ]>lantntluri*  at  tfa«  monMni  Spain  is  RxiJiiding  On  pr 
of  Aiiinriciui  farm*  tntm  her  maritat  wmild  Iki  s  policy  lui  uopiwodM 
It  wuulil  ltd  unwlw.  .  .  .  The  charge  agaii^-tt  the  protoeUT* 
which  hw  injun4  It  most  in  that  itn  bcn«Gb>  go  wbolly  u>  the  nuutoh 
■nil  Ihu  KajtitalUt,  niul  iiol  at  all  to  Iho  farnH>r.  Voii  nnd  I  well  kaai 
Ihh  U  iifit  tmu.  lint  ati)!  il  l»  the  Rin«t  pUunilile  anil  thi^rrfnrc  tlw 
hurtful  arsunienl  made  hj  the  free  tra<I«r.  Utm  U  an  oppottuflllj 
Ihf   ftirnmr   may   l>n    lif-nrfiKKl  —  primarily,    nndenialily.   richly  b««i 
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up  the  work  where  the  International  Conference  left  it.    Our  field  of  com- 
mercial development  and  progress  lies  south  of  us. 

These  rapid  and  repeated  blows  told.  The  people  always 
listened  to  him,  listened  for  him,  and  they  began  to  find  out 
what  was  going  on.  The  voice  of  the  farmer  and  tlie  manufact- 
urer was  heard.  Stubborn  Congressmen  I)egan  to  waver  and 
the  half-hearted  to  gather  courage.  July  17,  six  days  after  Mr. 
Blaine's  first  letter  to  Mr.  Frye,  the  President  wrote  hopefully : 

I  have  been  thinking  over  the  sugar  question  and  have  a  suggestion  to 
offer.  When  I  get  it  tested  at  the  Treasury  Department,  I  will  send  it  to 
you  for  your  opinion.  Things  have  gone  so  far  that  I  do  not  think  we  can 
avoid  free  sugar,  but  if  my  plan  will  stand  criticism,  as  I  believe  it  will,  we 
can  still  hold  the  string  in  our  hands.    I  am  in  negotiations  for  reciprocity. 

July  29  Mr.  J.  W.  Foster  despaired  of  the  Ways  and  Means, 
and  thought  '•  tlie  only  hope  there  is  is  in  the  influence  of  the 
sentiment  of  the  i>arty  in  the  country  which  is  strongly  with  Mr. 
Blaine."  By  August  9  it  wiis  reported  that  all  Kepublicans  on 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Senate  except  one,  favor  some  sort  of 
reciprocity,  and  the  President  wjis  working  with  Ways  and  MeaiLs 
to  bring  them  in.  August  11  a  rabid  opi)onent  of  reciprocity  on 
Ways  and  Means  admitted  that  ^^  Blaine's  plan  had  run  like  a 
prairie  fire  all  over  my  district."  Others  complained  that  Mr. 
Blaine  had  "  destroyed  whatever  advantage  the  Republicans 
might  have  gained  from  the  Tarifif  Bill  and  made  its  passage  by 
the  Senate  unimportant.  People  had  gone  crazy  on  it."  By 
August  23  it  was  discovei*ed  that  "  thi-ee  out  of  four  Republi- 
cans were  in  hearty  acconl  agjiinst  the  obnoxious  bill  which  yet 
was  forced  through  the  House  against  the  judgment  of  the 
majority  and  in  the  teeth  of  the  protest  of  the  country,  and  the 
only  salvation  is  to  throw  oimu  the  gates  to  commerce  exten- 
sion." "Since  the  publication  and  consequent  agitation  of  the 
plan  proposed  by  Secretiiry  Blaine,  the  proposition  hits  grown 
in  public  favor  to  such  an  extent  that  some  legislation  will 
prohibly  be  enacted."  By  Septemlx»r  1,  one  of  the  stubborn 
opxK)nents  on  the  Committee  on  Finance  frimi  Wisconsin  de- 
clared that  reciprocity  had  come  to  be  a  j>opular  craze  and  the 
committee  would  have  to  go  with  it.     The  Iowa  paiK*rs  warned 
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their  representative  on  the  Ways  and  Means  that  before  he  voted 
against  reciprocity  he  "  better  come  home  and  see  the  folks.  The 
mails  are  too  slow  and  the  telegraph  wire  is  too  small  to  convey 
to  him  a  proper  idea  of  Iowa  sentiment  on  that  question."  The 
Produce  Exchanges,  Boards  of  Trade,  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
were  set  in  motion,  and  resolutions  began  to  pour  in.  In 
Nebraska  they  talked  with  great  concentration.  At  a  political 
convention  a  speaker  attacked  Mr.  Blaine's  motives  in  the 
movement,  whereupon  every  other  man  in  the  convention  stood 
on  his  chair  and  yelled  "  Blaine  "  for  twenty  minutes,  till  the 
unhappy  speaker  left  not  only  the  platform,  but  the  hall. 

"  The  people  out  West  have  all  gone  crazy  on  the  subject," 
cried  one  Independent  in  Congress,  and  protested  that  he 
would  never  consent  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  TarifiF 
Bill.  It  was  a  dramatic  exhibition  of  the  magnetic  man.  It 
was  a  move  to  keep  himself  before  the  people.  He  was  posing 
as  a  friend  of  the  farmer  and  manufacturer,  as  the  apostle  of  a 
new  doctrine  in  politics.  There  the  remnant  that  would  not 
join  the  procession  and  offer  up  incense  to  Blaine  began  to  con- 
sent to  modify  and  amend  the  bill,  "  for  political  reasons  ;  the 
people  had  gone  so  crazy  over  the  idea  that  if  it  were  rejected 
and  hard  times  came  on,  every  fool  in  tlie  country  would  lay  it 
to  tlie  failure  of  Congress  to  adopt  Blaine's  suggestions."  They 
did  ''not  believe  there  was  anything  in  it,  —  all  buncombe, — 
but  the  tide  was  sweeping  tliat  way  and  Congress  must  go 
witli  it."  Mr.  Blaine  spoke  in  Waterville,  and  the  speech  was 
issued  as  a  pamplilet  which  men  asked  for  by  tlie  lunidred. 
*'  I  read  witli  interest  and  gratification  your  very  strong,  clear 
speecli  at  Waterville,"  wrote  the  President,  '*  and  on  the  whole  I 
tliink  the  ttMuper  and  disposition  of  our  people  botli  in  Senate 
and  House  better  than  it  was  a  few  weeks  ago."  Cresson,  Se|>- 
teniber  10,  he  wrote  :  ''  The  result  of  your  Maine  election  was 
very  gratifying  and  is  already  giving  courage  to  our  people  in 
other  States.  .  .  .  You  will  have  noticed  that  the  Reci- 
procity Amendment  passed  the  Senate  witli  only  two  Republican 
votes  in  the  negative.  The  House  Committee  will,  I  think, 
r(\aflily  accept  it,  if  the  difference  as  to  free  sugiir  can  be 
adjusted." 

October  1  the  Tariff  Bill  with  the  reciprocity  clause  became  a 
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law.  It  was  not  so  wholly  gracious  in  form  as  Mr.  Blaine 
would  have  chosen.  It  had  a  slight  flavor  of  retaliation,  at 
variance  with  that  sentiment  to  which  he  had  appealed  in  the 
conference,  and  to  which  only  lie  wished  to  appeal  in  the 
nation  —  that  sentiment  of  good-will  and  common  benefit  to 
which  our  Southern  neighbors  so  readily  respond,  from  which 
reciprocity  springs,  and  which  caused  it  to  be  said  that  what- 
ever an  intercontinental  railroad  might  do  for  humanity,  the 
desire  and  project  of  it  would  do  more. 

For  immediate  political  effect  the  Tariff  Bill  had  unhappily 
yielded  too  late  to  the  sweet  reasonableness  of  reciprocity.  The 
elections  were  on  before  the  people  felt  sure  that  the  Tariff 
Reciprocity  fight  was  off.  What  they  were  sure  of  was  that 
**  Blaine  had  smashed  his  hat  on  the  McKinlev  Bill.''  A  Re- 
publican  majority  of  thirty-four  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  become  a  Democratic  majority  of  one  hundi-ed  and 
forty-eight.  Nine  Republican  States  had  elected  Democratic 
governors. 

".  .  .  How  glad  I -am,"  wrote  Mr.  Whittier,  "that  Mr. 
Blaine  stands  out  clear  of  the  wreck  of  the  Republican  party 
at  the  last  election.  He  is  stronger  than  ever.  I  was  convinced 
in  the  outset  that  the  Tariff  Bill  was  a  great  blunder.  We  have 
had  quite  too  much  of  that." 

Nov.  8,  1890,  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  to  a  friend :  "  I  confess  I  do 
not  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  fate  of  the  Republican 
party.  The  power  wjus  in  their  hands  after  the  victory  of  1888, 
but  patrimony  hjis  l)een  wiusti»d  as  a  spendthrift  throws  away 
his  fortune." 

But  the  Tariff  Bill  was  law,  with  a  reciprocity  clause,  which, 
if  not  everything  that  could  be  desired,  was  yet  a  good  working 
clause,  find  it  was  assiduously  worked. 

On  the  Sth  of  February,  1891,  Mr.  Blaine  had  the  happiness 
to  see  a  proclamation  by  the  President  of  a  convention  l)etween 
the  United  States  and  Brazil  agreed  upon  by  Secretary  Blaine 
and  Seiior  Mendonca,  for  securing  reciprocal  trade  between  tiie 
two  countries  —  a  measure  which  was  considei'ed  and  character- 
ized as  the  most  imi)ortant  step  in  the  commercial  development 
of  the  country  that  had  In^en  taken  in  many  years.  The  sco{)e 
of  the  ti'eaty  was  so  large  as  to  reach  the  I'emotest  corner  of 
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the  country  in  its  stimulus  of  the  export  tiude.  It  was  es- 
pecially gratifying  to  conclude  the  arrangement  with  Se&or 
Mendonca,  who  had  long  deplored  that  "  The  two  great  nations 
of  America  live  as  two  great  strangers,  instead  of  two  great 
friends  with  common  interests,  supplying  to  each  other  almost 
all  they  need  to  import."  On  May  19,  1889,  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  he  had  hoped  for  "  a  treaty  made  under  the  views  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  just  when  Congress  will  have  on  hand 
the  tariff  subject,  to  do  good  and  rapid  work,  and  change  the 
commercial  condition  of  our  relations,  improve  them,  increase 
them.  .  .  .  The  idea  is  very  popular  in  Brazil  where  a  few 
Conservatives,  afraid  of  the  great  Republic,  are  the  only 
opponents." 

The  work  was  not  so  rapid  as  SeRor  Mendonca  hoped,  but  it 
was  as  good  —  so  good  that  free-traders  made  especial  efforts  to 
belittle  it,  and  Englishmen  sent  from  Brazil  to  the  English 
press  mendacious  and  brutal  abuse  of  both  governments,  but 
could  not  check  the  tide.  The  Brazilian  treaty  was  followed 
by  others  both  in  South  America  and  in  Europe  and  in  the 
islands  of  the  sea.  The  barrel  of  pork  and  the  barrel  of  flour 
were  a  thousandfold  realized  to  the  farmer.  Germany  with 
her  beet  sugar  as  a  basis,  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  and  Spain  were 
all  ripe  for  a  skilful  reciprocity.  Mr.  Reid  in  France,  Mr. 
Phelps  in  Germany,  Mr.  Foster  in  Spain,  Mr.  Grant  in  Austria, 
pushed  hard  and  well  with  the  administration,  and  though  the 
fight  for  the  American  hog  was  long  and  sometimes  direct 
and  ugly,  and  sometimes  indirect  and  with  deadly  civility,  the 
barriers  against  him  were  at  length  taken  doxyn,  and  he  walked 
into  tlie  markets  of  Europe,  sanitary,  free,  and  profitable. 
Ultimately  some  twenty  treaties  of  reciprocity  were  negotiated, 
while  tlie  Louisiana  sugar  interests,  on  the  border-land  of  sugar 
produce  and  therefore  always  endangered,  were  protected  by  a 
bounty  law,  so  that  without  disa.ster  to  any,  the  statistics  of 
success  were  innumerable,  and  Mr.  Blaine  saw  not  only  the 
clear  and  definite  beginning,  but  the  orderly  and  beneficent 
development  of  liis  policy  of  peace,  of  mutual  benefit,  of  prac- 
tical human  brotlierhood. 

Europe  heard  the  ''  triumphant  shouts  of  victory  coming  from 
the    United    States,    our   transatlantic    rival.      To-day,"    said 
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the  Frankfort  Zeitung,  December  10,  1891,  the  leading  com- 
mercial paper  of  Germany,  "let  us  look  at  the  American 
policy  of  commercial  negotiations  and  compare  it  with  the 
system  introduced  by  Bismarck.  .  .  .  The  commercial 
ideas  of  the  American  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Blaine's,  are 
entirely  original.  They  are  contained  in  Article  3  of  the 
famous  McKinley  Tarifif.  .  .  .  Tliis  article  was  inserted  by 
Mr.  Blaine,  a  friendly  opponent  of  Mr.  McKinley,  and  has  in 
the  latest  commercial  negotiations  proven  its  eminent  wisdom 
most  brilliantly.  .  .  .  Mr.  Blaine's  idea  has  secured  for  the 
United  States  treaties  with  Brazil,  Cuba,  and  with  others  of 
the  South  American  States,  and  thus  brings  Mr.  Blaine's  great 
Pan-American  scheme  nearer  realization.  .  .  .  Mr.  Blaine's 
idea  has  already  forced  Germany,  Denmark,  Austria,  and  Fmnce 
to  repeal  their  prohibitions  of  American  meat,  and  Italy  is  on 
the  i>oint  of  doing  the  same.  But  the  documents  we  reprint 
to-day  constitute  Blaine's  masteipiece.  The  Central  European 
tariff  union  has  been  rendered  ineffective  with  reference  to  the 
United  States.  The  German  tariff  on  agricultural  product  wjis 
to  be  reduced  only  in  favor  of  Italy  and  Austria,  and  to  be  re- 
tained against  Russia  and  America  because  the  latter  nations 
do  not  enjoy  '  the  most  favored  nations'  privileges.'  .  .  . 
Mr.  Blaine,  however,  has  completely  upset  these  calculations, 
and  made  the  new  Uiriff  on  agricultural  j)roducts  apply  to  the 
United  States  as  well.  .  .  .  These  reductions  will  greatly 
reduce  the  cost  of  provisions  and  food,  and  the  victory  of  the 
United  States  is  therefore  the  victory  of  the  poor  num.'' 

And  it  Wiis  asserted,  not  by  partisans  but  by  critics,  that  this 
victory  of  the  poor  man  glittering  in  the  magic  word  *' reciproc- 
ity "  embracing  his  '*  Pan-American  plan  of  commercial  union,  at 
fii-st  in  1881,  coupled  with  the  arbitrament  of  the  United  States 
in  South  American  disputes  and  the  building  of  an  Andean 
railway,  was  the  mast  comprehensive  scheme  of  statesmanship 
propounded  in  this  hemisphere,"  and  that  it  was  gained  by  no 
fanfaronade  of  costly  commissioners  and  deputjitions,  but  was 
based  upon  '^  the  mast  accurate  knowledge  of  tlie  needs  and 
lesources  of  the  South  American  republics  ever  possessed  by  an 
American  statesman,"  and  wiis  obtiiined  "^  by  employing  an<l 
developing  the  trained  instincts  of  business." 


\ 
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It  would  be  impracticable  to  give  even  a  list  of  the  subjectB 
which  engaged  Mr.  Blaine's  attention  and  action  during  those 
busy  years.  Whether  it  were  a  nation,  a  project,  a  man  or  a 
woman,  from  ready  and  apparently  inexhaustible  resources,  he 
derived  an  opinion,  overflowed  with  information,  despatched 
business.  Asked,  with  other  absent  members  of  the  Cabinet,  for  a 
written  opinion  regarding  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  he  wrote 
the  President,  from  Bar  Harbor,  August  25,  1889 : 

...  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  saperstitious  feeling  in 
the  public  mind  against  extra  sessions.  The  extra  session  of  1797  was  the 
tii*st  step  in  the  ruin  of  John  Adams's  administration  and  the  ultimate  ex- 
tinction of  the  Federal  party.  Madison,  who  ought  to  have  been  a  strong 
President,  left  the  record  of  being  a  weak  one,  and  the  result  was  largely 
as(Tibed  to  the  two  extra  sessions  which  he  insisted  on  calling,  against  the 
better  judgment  of  the  war  party,  then  headed  by  Henry  Clay.  Van 
Buren  began  his  administration,  in  1837,  with  an  extra  session  and 
stumbled  on  to  the  end,  which  was  his  political  destruction.  Tyler^a 
defection  and  break-down  and  the  fatal  wound  of  the  Whig  party 
dated,  in  the  popular  mind,  from  tlie  extra  session  of  1841,  which  was 
called  by  your  grandfather. 

I  do  not  desire  to  detain  you  with  a  political  history,  but  I  doubt  if  from 
the  foundation  of  the  government  any  solid  advantage  has  ever  been  gained 
from  an  extra  session  except  in  two  instiinces :  that  in  1803  which  Jeffei*son 
called  to  provide  the  money  for  the  Louisiana  purchase,  and  that  of  July  4, 
1861,  when  Lincoln  was  preparing  for  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion. 

Writing  to  the  President  from  Bar  lIarl)or,  August  10,  1891, 
he  said : 

In  n^prard  to  the  purchase  of  the  Danish  colonies,  St.  George  and  St. 
Lu(!iii,  my  prepossessions  are  all  against  it  until  we  are  by  fate  in  posses- 
sion of  tlui  larger  West  Indies.  They  are  very  small,  of  no  great  com- 
mercial value,  and  in  case  of  war  would  rcijuire  us  to  defend  tluMU,  and  to 
def(Mid  them  at  a  great  cost.  At  the  same  time  they  lack  strategic  value. 
They  ari'  destined  to  become  ours,  l)Ut  among  the  last  of  the  West  Indies 
that  would  be  taken. 

I  think  there  are  only  three  phices  that  are  of  value  enough  to  be  taken 
that  are  not  continental.  One  is  Hawaii,  and  the  otlier-;  are  Cuba  an«l 
Porto  Rico.  Cul)a  and  Porto  Kico  arc  not  imminent  and  will  not  l)e  for  a 
generation.  Hawaii  may  come  up  for  decision  at  anv  unexpected  hour, 
and  I  hope  W(;  shall  be;  prepared  to  decide  it  in  the  allirniative. 

On  Septenii)tu'  2,  181)1,  he  wrote  the  President: 
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I  make  reply  to  your  enclosure  about  Maekey's  projected  cable  to  San 
Domingo.  In  an  unguarded  moment,  or  one  in  which  the  government  of 
Brazil  failed  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  question,  a  Frenchman 
was  given  the  exclusive  right  to  land  cables  from  the  United  States,  for  the 
paltry  sum  of  $75,000.  He  began  1,200  miles  above  Rio  at  Para,  and  laid 
a  cable  to  San  Domingo.  It  is  simply  a  cable  beginning  at  Para  and  end- 
ing in  the  West  Indies,  and  requires  a  land  service  of  $1.95  a  word  from 
Para  to  Rio  —  vastly  more  expensive  than  the  European  line. 

Tt  would  be  an  immense  help  to  this  cable  to  get  into  the  United  States, 
and  John  Mackey  wishes  to  lay  one  to  San  Domingo,  and  though  the  ex- 
tensions do  not  join,  despatches  may  be  handed  from  one  office  to  the  other. 
This  is  a  mere  pretence  of  not  being  an  extension  of  the  Para  line.  The 
reason  I  am  opposed  to  granting  it  is  that  it  gives  no  through  route  to 
Brazil,  and  does  not  essentially  increase  our  telegraphic  facilities,  for  we 
already  have  a  cable  through  the  West  Indies  via  Florida  and  Cuba.  But 
Mackey's  projected  line  will  insure  the  West  India  line  permanently,  and 
prevent  a  direct  line  from  New  York  to  Rio,  because  it  will  absorb  the 
local  business  which  a  direct  line  would  have  at  special  points  that  it  must 
touch.  We  greatly  need  a  line  to  Rio  direct,  and  I  do  not  believe  the 
Frenchman  can  permanently  hold  his  privilege.  When  he  gives  it  up  will 
be  our  time,  and  we  would  be  working  against  ourselves  to  give  away  all 
the  local  business  in  advance  to  Mackey.  We  have  at  present  a  Brazilian 
sei*vice  via  England  and  France,  at  8^  francs  per  word.  Whereas,  the  pro- 
jected line  to  Brazil,  by  Mackey's  cable,  to  San  Domingo,  would  cost  as 
much  as  or  more  than  $3.(X)  a  word,  the  land  sei^vice  alone  being,  as  I  have 
stated,  $1.95.  This  in  brief  is  the  ground  I  took  during  your  absence  on 
the  Pacific  coast.  I  am  satisfied  it  is  correct,  and  it  will  be  seriously  com- 
promising the  country  to  contribute  to  the  monopoly  of  Mackey  and  the 
Frenchman.  Our  policy  hjis  always  been  not  to  allow  the  landing  of  a  line 
which  was  not  connected  freely  with  otlier  lines.  Therefore  the  pretence 
is  made  of  a  division  at  San  Domingo,  and  Mackey  assumes  to  have  an 
independent  line,  avoiding  by  a  ruse  that  inhibition.  I  wish  you  would  not 
touch  the  thing  luitil  I  can  see  you  in  person. 

Septeralier  5,  the  President  replied  that  lie  would  "  of  course 
hold  the  whole  matter  over  until  we  can  consider  it  together." 

The  company  failing  to  carry  the  point  with  the  Secretiiry  of 
State  took  the  matter  before  a  committee  of  Congress,  where 
Mr.  Blaine  also  appeared  and  argued  the  (piestion  with  such 
force  and  tire  tliat  liis  position  was  adopted  by  the  committee 
without  a  dissenting  vote. 

On  Septeml)er  23,  1891,  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  the  President: 

It  is  of  the  highest  possible  importance  in  my  view  that  there  be  no 
treaty  of  reciprocity  (witli  Canada). 
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Thej  will  aim  at  natural  products,  to  get  all  the  prodacts  of  the  farm 
on  us  in  exchange  for  Heaven  knows  what.  Thej  certainly  will  not  give 
us  manufactured  articles,  as  that  will  interfere  with  their  own  and  break 
down  their  tariff.  This  might  be  pushed  by  our  friends  against  the  natural 
products,  but  I  would  not  put  the  subject  to  risk  by  saying  we  will  take 
the  tariff  if  you  will  throw  in  the  manufactures,  because  when  the  Liberals 
come  into  power  they  will  agree  to  that. 

I  would  cut  the  whole  thing  up  by  the  roots,  and  I  think  J.  W.  Foster,  an 
Eastern  Republican,  say  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  Western  Democrat  among 
the  farmers,  would  be  a  safe  commission  to  leave  the  subject  to. 

I  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  worst  things  among  the  farmers  in  a  polit- 
ical point  of  view  we  could  do,  and  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  a  vote  now 
until  after  the  presidential  election.  They  have  got  it  into  their  heads  that 
we  did  something  for  them  in  the  McKinley  tariff,  and  giving  away  natural 
products  by  reciprocity  would  end  the  whole  matter.  It  would  be  con- 
sidered a  betrayal  of  the  agricultural  interests.  The  fact  is  we  do  not 
want  any  intercourse  with  Canada  except  through  the  medium  of  a  tariff, 
and  she  will  find  that  she  has  a  hard  row  to  hoe  and  will  ultimately,  I 
believe,  seek  admission  to  the  Union. 

The  poor  showing  that  Canada  made  in  the  late  census  was  a  revelation 
to  the  Canadians  themselves,  and  if  we  do  not  grant  them  reciprocity  they 
will  make  a  poorer  showing  ten  years  hence.  We  are  tending  to  have  the 
great  majority  of  the  farmers  with  us.  Let  us  encourage  them  by  every 
means  we  can  use  and  not  discourage  them  by  anything.  We  will  break 
the  alliance  before  six  months  if  we  steadily  maintain  this  policy. 

Very  eincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  James  G.  Blaine. 

If 

A  woman  whose  cause  he  upheld  through  prolonged  compli- 
cations in  foreign  comj)anies  said  that  his  questions  gave  her 
confidence,  thougli  often  she  did  not  see  their  bearings  till  re- 
vealed ])y  develo[)ments  months  afterwards,  and  when  her  cause 
was  triuini)hing  over  painfully  prolonged  and  bitter  contention 
slu^  found  grief  keener  than  joy,  ])ecause  he  who  had  done  so  much 
to  bring  about  her  triumph  was  not  here  to  witness  it. 

The  condemuation  of  an  American  woman,  Mrs.  Maybrick, 
by  an  English  court  of  law  came  in  tlie  summer  of  1889.  The 
President  supposed  her  guilty,  slie  l)eing  condemned  according 
to  the  forms  of  law  in  a  constitutionally  governed  land.  Mr. 
Blaine,  no  dou])t,  would  have  l)elieved  the  same,  but  that  his 
son,  confined  to  his  room  by  an  accident,  had  amused  his  en- 
forced leisure  ])y  reading  the  trial  in  the  English  daily  papers. 
When    lie  had  completed  the   judge's  charge,  he  threw  down 
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the  paper  exclaiming,  "  That  judge  ought  to  be  impeached,  and 
if  he  were  in  this  country  he  would  be."  Naturally  Mr. 
Blaine  lent  himself  gladly  to  the  effort  of  Mrs.  Maybrick's 
family  for  a  rehearing  or  release.  After  Walker's  death  the 
cause  took  on  an  added  interest.  In  consultation  with  high 
legal  English  counsel,  he  took  extraordinary  personal  measures 
for  her  relief,  but  alwavs  within  the  strict  limits  of  interna- 
tional  courtesy,  never  assuming  authority  or  presuming  inter- 
ference. The  President  gave  full  countenance  to  his  measures, 
and  Mrs.  Harrison,  with  the  President's  consent  and  coope- 
ration, signed  a  petition  for  the  release  of  the  prisoner  —  a 
prisoner  pronounced  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England 
wrongfully  convicted  and  wrongfully  detained. 

The  interposition  was  not  successful.  The  English  govern- 
ment could  not  force  the  American  Secretary  of  State  into 
yielding  England  supremacy  of  the  seas  or  of  the  markets  of 
the  world,  but  they  could  keep  in  prison,  against  the  protest  of 
their  own  Chief  Justice  and  without  investigation,  an  Ameri- 
can  woman  whom  Mr.  Blaine  desired  to  release  to  her  mother 
and  to  her  infant  children,  and  they  did.  She  remains  in  prison 
to  this  day. 

All  these,  and  a  thousand  other  important  matters,  personal 
and  national,  whose  records  pile  the  shelves  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, Mr.  Blaine  prosecuted  with  undiminished  energy,  but  with 
an  aching  heart. 

When  he  established  himself  in  Washington  a  second  time  as 
Secretary  of  State,  he  leased  and  afterwards  l>ought  the  Rodgers 
house  on  Lafayette  square  — an  old-fashioned  structure  standing 
four-square  to  the  sunshine,  fronting  tlie  beautiful  park  and 
oi>ening  wide  windows  to  the  Treasury  columns,  to  the  White 
House  curves,  to  the  Potomac,  and  the  green  hills  Ijeyond.  It 
Wiis  an  airy,  sunny,  ample,  and  delightful  home.  Perhaps  never 
in  his  life  was  he  happier,  more  ra<liant  with  satisfaction,  than 
when,  with  all  his  family  around  him,  he  opened  that  house  to 
his  friends  in  the  winter  of  1889-90. 

On  January  10,  Walker  leaving  a  friend's  house,  met  his 
mother  entering,  joined  her,  reentered,  made  the  visit  and  drove 
home  with  her,  went  to  his  own  room,  lay  down  upon  his  bed, 
and  never  left  it  except  as  he  was  carried  from  room  to  room  to 
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tin*  |i:i|M'r,  '*  ( )iii'  \v«Tk  aj^ni  t4»Hliiy,  Walker  iii;i«le 
nitirisiii.     Wlifii   I   cainr  home  fn>in    his    funtf 
waiitrd  tt)  Ii«*  (Idwii  and  (lit*.     I  kiirw  there  was 
iiir  liiit  work,  and  I  tiiok  np  this.'* 

Ili>  dau^httM',  Alices  had  brt-n  far  from  %vel] 
honif  with  her  hnslNind  and  two  little  iMiys 
hnithiM-'rt  funeral.  On  thr  evening  of  the  2^\ 
while  the  l*an-Ani«'ric«in  Conference  wjis  in 
n>oiii,  her  father  was  hurriedly  suniniojiecl    to   I 

J  she  was  feared  to  he  dyin^.     She  rallieil,  cIIkI  he 

had  started  for  his  military  |M»st,  i-eturiiecl   in  se 
.(  her  last  si^h,  hut  no  smile  of  reeo^nition.        She 

I  tif  Fehruarv.     Nt»  hush  fell  on  the  helovecl  nar 

hiddin^  as|M*et  was  permitted  to  grief.     Sunshir 
faee.s  of  friends  were  not  for  (»ne  moment  banis] 
hrokeii    with    his   own   loss,  stoixl    guard    over 
liroui^dit  the  douhle  sojaee  of  his  happy  home  <ls  n 
to  the  de.solated   house;   hut   the  world  wuis   eh 

As  Mr.  lUaine  wiiit  t>n  in  his  work  from  stren 
hi^  friends  leathered  al»>ut  him  with  the  old  iioi 
pi»sr  nf  llinLriui^  his  name  to  the  front:  hut  lu*  e 
hear  It.      It   was  not  simply  that  he  was  unwilli 

iii't  t>>h'rate  the  tlioUi^ht. 

The  popular  ileterminatitui   that    Mr.    Hlaine 
'1   \!   l*vi  s'lltMit  was  proof  aLTainst   every  form  t»f 
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whose  i*ei)utation  depend  upon  the  accuracy  with  which  it  dis- 
covei-s  and  the  skill  with  which  it  enforces  public  opinion. 

The  results  of  the  researches  of  the  committee  throughout 
the  United  States  may  be  summed  up  in  one  composite  para- 
graph from  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of  reports. 

Tliere  is  widespread    and  deej>«eated  dissatisfaction  in  the 
West.     Any  Republican  candidate  who  cannot  carry  the  West- 
ern Stiites  cannot  be  elected.    We  must  have  a  natitmal  standard- 
bearer  whose  name  would  arouse  the  old-time  entliusiasm.     He 
must  in  and  of  himself  represent  something.     He  must  be  the 
eml)odiment  of    some    great  principle  in    American    politics. 
President  Harrison,    if  nominated,  could   not    be  elected.     If 
he  is  renominated,  the  party  will  be  defciited.     It  is  impossi- 
ble for  liim  to  carry  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois.     As  the  time  for 
the  convention  ai)proaches,    Mr.  Hamson   will  see  the  wishes 
of    the  Republicans,   and  he  cannot  help  but  advise  his  own 
retirement.     It   is  idle    to   talk  about   the   wise   and   patriotic 
administration  the  President  lias  given  us,  as  to  which  there  is 
no  controversy,  so  long  as  the  fact  remains  that  he  has  no  hold 
on  tlie  affections  of  the  peoj)le.     The  people  want  Mr.  Blaine, 
and  he  owes  it  as  a  duty  to  his  party  and  his  country  to  let 
the    people   have   their   way  about  it.      If  he   will  take  the 
nomination  he  can  have  it  witliout  asking   for  it,  and  he  can 
be  both  nominated  and   elected  with  a  whirl.     If  he  is   nom- 
inated,  no   more  attention    need   1x3   paid    to    Ohio.      At  the 
Convention  of  League  Clubs  in  Cincinnati  at  least  seven  out 
of  every  ten  delegates   and  Republicans  were  for  Blaine.     He 
Ciin  take  Illinois  from  any  man,  and  he  is  more  ])opular  in  Indi- 
ana than  Harrison.     Nineteen  counties  visited  in  New  York  are 
unanimous  and  enthusiastic  for  Blaine,  and  unless  he  himself 
prevents  it,  he  will  have  all  the  country  delegates  from  Michi- 
gan.    Kansas  hiis  but  one  man,  and  that  Ls  Blaine.    Blaine  is  the 
choice  of  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  the  Republicans  of 
California.      At  a  conference  in  Chicago  of  forty-two  leading 
men  from  Ohio  to  Nebnuska  representing  nine  States,  every  man 
was  for  Blaine,  and  reported  the  tide  to  be  irresistible,  and  Blaine 
himself  could  not  stop  it.     He  is  the  only  man  that  can  carry 
Wisconsin.     The  sentiment  in  the  North-west  is  overwhelmingly 
for  him.     The  feeling  is  stronger  and  more  earnest  than  ever 


noiniiiHiion  uy  iu*(* lamauoii  ii   iiu  win  aiio^'   it. 
limn   the   UopuiilicHiiM  can  surely  elei*.t.      HarrL 
i  man    who  oannot  be   eIiH;te<I  at   all.       Blaine 

i  criMlit  of   the   rotriprocity  argnnient»  and   it   mc 

everywhere.      It   will    hring   hick    to    us    som 
I  wuni{i8,  and  ^vt*  um  many  I>emocrat«   who   ar 

('atholi(^8  desire  to  see  the  Kurchard   blunder 
eouDM'   in  the  State    Dejiartment    has    absolute 
the   lieH   aliont   his   intentions   when    Oarfield 
The  st*ntinient    of    New  York   is  overwhelmin 
,  Then*  an*  two  Blaine  Irishmen  for  every  one 

Chill'    husiness   hiis  exploded   the    *^ Jingo**    a< 
;  Statt'    l)(*iKirt!nent*8  magnificent  administration 

slanth-rs  of  18H4.     The  renunciation  of  1888  h* 
of  iiersona)  ambition.     The  reciprocity  and   the 
Con^n'ss  will  eonciliate  many,  will  stir  enthusii 
.  to  the  imagination. 

]  A    leading    Kepuhlican  of    New     York    w^roi 

lM,  isin  : 

'l'!n'  stul\vurt.H  <»f  this  State,  who  were  disaffected  Iod 
«'X<*i*|»t  \hv  ffw  \v!i«i  wriit  ovrr  jwnimnfntly  to  the  I>enio 
only  yiMir  loyal  Iml  your  ardont  friends  if  you  are  nominj 

Oil  January  1"),  1802,  the  ehainnan  of  the  Repu 
C\)inriiitt4'e  wrote  to  Mr.  Blaine: 

•  It    ?im*Jt    Im-    \rrv    fTatifviuf   ti»    von  to    *if*n  Vntv-»»^^      »..i 
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political  world  recognize  it.    I  base  all  our  chances  for  success  on  tliid  one 

great  fact,  and  on  the  growing  popularity  of  reciprocity,  which  will  bring 

new  markets  for    tLe  American  farmer,   enlarged   trade    for    American 

merchants,  increased  employment  for  American  labor,  and  good  for  every 

class. 

As  you  representefl  this  in  the  creation,  so  will  the  people  look  to  you 

only  for  the  enlargement  of  it  as  it  shall  develop,  and  for  protecting  it 

against  the  counteracting  legislation  with  which  other  countries  will  try 

to  overthrow  it.    The  Germans  who  were  weak  as  to  you  in  ^84  are  now 

the  strongest  advocates  of  reciprocity,  and  they  are  coming  back  to  you  by 

the  tens  of  thousands,  and  you  are  to-day  the  most  popular  man  with  this 

element.    I  could  give  you  scores  of  other  good  reasons ;  but  I  want  you 

to  think  over  these  very  powerful  and  sufficient  reasons  which  I  have  here 

enumerated. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  S.  Clarkson. 

P.S.  You  are  the  only  man,  too,  who  can  draw  from  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  the  necessary  votes  to  keep  the  party  in  power  in  the  North-western 
States. 

Another  prominent  Republican  wrote  Mr.  Blaine,  January  80, 
1892: 

I  have  a  letter  from  General  Clarkson  to-day  in  which  he  says  he  had 
been  over  the  same  ground  with  you  that  he  and  I  went  over  in  your  room, 
but  that  while  you  are  feeling  well  in  health  and  spirits  you  are  inclined 
the  same  way  as  then.  Is  it  twt  possible  to  chamje  your  views  on  this  ?  1£ 
so  we  will  all  join  in  the  pra^-er  that  it  may  come  to  pass. 

I  was  down  in  Alabama  and  Florida  last  week,  and  find  through  all  that 
country  administration  men  are  at  work  for  delegates  to  the  next  national 
convention.  A  common  feeling  pervjules  the  whole  of  that  country,  that 
bhu'k  and  white  all  want  you.  Of  course  I  have  very  many  friends  there 
and  elsewhere,  but  I  state  to  you  the  one  sentiment  is,  that  all  desire  you, 
not  especially  in  antagonism  to  President  Harrison,  but  simply  a  wish  of 
the  people,  tliat  what  you  have  so  fairly  earned  should  come  to  you. 

Notwithstanding  this,  and  in  full  view  and  recognition  of  it, 
Mr.  Blaine  wrote  as  follows  : 

Washington,  February  6,  1892. 

Hon.  J.  S.  Clarkson,  Chairman  of  the  Republican  National  Committee: 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  am  not  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and  my  name 
will  not  go  before  the  Re])ublican  National  Convention  for  the  nomination. 
I  make  this  announcement  in  due  season. 

To  those  who  have  tendered  me  their  support  I  owe  sincere  thanks,  and 
am  most  grateful  for  their  confidence.    They  will,  I  am  sure,  make  earnest 


700  BTOOnAPBT    or  JAMES    0.    BLAINE. 

effort  in  the  approaching  contest,  which  is  rendered  specially  important  by 
reason  of  the  industrial  and  financial  policies  of  the  government  being 
at  stake.  The  popular  decision  on  these  issues  is  of  great  moment  and 
will  be  of  far-reaching  consequence. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

James  G.  Blaine. 

A  fortnight  afterward,  Mr.  Blaine  in  declining  an  invitation 
wrote: 

17  Madison  Place,  Washington,  February  20,  1892. 
Gen.  Russell  A.  Alger,  Detroit,  Michigan: 

Mr  DEAR  Sir:  I  regret  that  I  cannot  be  present  at  your  club  meeting 
on  the  22d.  Official  engagements  forbid.  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  send- 
ing a  word  of  good  cheer  on  the  prospects  of  the  Republican  party.  On 
all  leading  measuras  relating  to  the  industrial  and  financial  interests  of  the 
people  we  are  strong  and  growing  stronger.  On  the  contrary,  our  oppo- 
nents are  weak  and  growing  weaker.    They  are  divided ;  we  are  united. 

If  we  do  not  win  it  is  our  fault.  We  shall  be  justly  censurable,  if  with 
such  great  issues  involved  every  Republican  does  not  feel  that  he  is  ap- 
pealed to  personally,  and  that  victory  in  the  election  depends  on  him. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

James  G.  Blaine. 

But  the  movement  went  on  like  the  irresistible  force  of 
natural  phenomena.  Probably  it  had  never  stopped.  It  was 
checked  by  Mr.  Blaine  in  1888,  but  only  for  the  time.  Each 
achievement  as  Secretary  of  State  increased  its  momentum. 
Great  hope  had  l)een  cherished  of  a  cleavage  of  the  party  from 
him  on  the  McKinley  bill,  but  ]\Ir.  McKinley  himself  had  been 
one  of  the  earliest  con\"erts  t-o  reciprocity,  and  Mr.  Blaine  liad 
given  especial  help  to  Mr.  McKinley  in  his  election,  and  now 
reciprocity  wliich  the  builders  had  rejected  had  become  the 
head  of  the  corner.  Political  argument  and  personal  attack 
having  thus  failed,  the  opposition  to  him  centred  on  the  ques- 
tion of  health.  To  tliis  his  traits  and  his  experience  lent  some 
countenance.  His  worst  vice  was  a  mind  hospitably  inclined 
to  illness.  It  must  be  admitted  that  a  drug  and  a  doctor  had 
irresistible,  even  hereditary^  charms  for  him.  In  his  intense 
life  perhaps  it  may  be  pardoned  him  if  he  loved  the  shelter  and 
seclusion  of  illness.  His  most  skilful  treatment  was  a  judicious 
admixture  of   badinage  and   nulling.      Mr.  Hale  used  to  say 
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that  all  that  saved  his  life  in  a  long  brisk  walk  with  Mr.  Blaine 
was  the  latter's  pausing  till  Mr.  Hale  should  come  up,  to  ask 
"  Hale,  how  do  I  look?  " 

In  spite  of  the  badinage,  there  must  have  been  some  occult 
cause.     His  splendidly  sound  physical  organization  had  never 
been  weakened  by  dissipation.     He  indulged  sparingly  in  wine, 
used  tobacco  in  no  form,  and  could  outwork  all  his  private  sec- 
retaries, although  they  were  loyal  to  him  with  an  unselfish  de- 
votion.    But  although  work  seemed  never  to  weary  him,  never 
prevented  sleep  or  was  followed  by  reaction,  seemed  not  work, 
not  ploughing  up  details,  but  the  realization  of  a  vision  and  there- 
fore a  gratification  and  not  an  exhaustion,  there  was  with  all  his 
strength  a  delicacy  of  organization  that  could  not  with  impunity 
be  violated.     Slander  and  abuse  never  ceased  to  be  a  shock,  the 
impact  of  something  foreign  to  his  nature.    By  what  process  who 
shall  say,  but  once  surely,  giving  no  outward  sign  till  the  catas- 
trophe came,  every  physical  and  mentiil  power,   even   to  con- 
sciousness, went  down  under  it.      Use  bred  the  man  to  habit, 
and  this  never  occurred  again  —  but  it  may  well  be  that  the 
strongest  outposts  were  never  wholly  renewed.     An  hereditary 
gout  was  subdued  largely  by  natural  eorrt^ct  living,  but  even 
suppressed  gout  has  its  revenges.     A  peculiar  debility,  to  whicn-. 
e8j>ecially  in  his  later  yeai*s,  he  was  sul)ject,  appeared  —  iu  short, 
fever,  sometimes  slight,  sometimes  severe,  sometimes  alt<»niating 
with  chills,  always  without  apparent  adequate  cause,   follo\v€?^ 
by   general  prostration,  local    weakness,  and  slow   tedious    x'*^'' 
covery.     The  two  severest  attjicks  were  in  Milan  in  1888,  ai^^ 
in  New  York  in  1891.     The  latter  was  after  an  intense  and  pr*-^^ 
longed  —  one    might  also  say  fierce  —  work  in    enforcing  Im  »  ^ 
reciprocity  theory  upon  an  unwilling  Congress ;  but   the  oth^^ 
wiis  in  the  midst  of  a  long  holiday.     Neither  was  attended  i  ^^ 
was  the  first  with  collaiise,  and  only  the  second   by  even  tl  >  ^=^ 
slight  delirium   of  fever;  but  probably  aft<3r  each   attack    li^ 
never  wholly  recovered  the  lost  ground,  although  his  work  wouX<  *^ 
not  bear  such  witness,  and  he  certainly  never  recovered,  if  h^ 
ever  possessed,  confidence  in  his  own  health.     This  fact  addfc?d 
itself  as  a  ready  and  real  reason  against  anything  to  wliich  he^ 
felt  himself  disinclined.     After  his  illness  in  New  York,  May^ 
1891,  he  returned  to  Maine,  where  he  remained  until  October, 
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receiving  the  kindest  consideration  from  the  President,  who  never 
urged  work  upon  him,  but  always  desired  his  consultation  and 
cooperation. 

With  a  whole  presidential  campaign  turning  upon  the  state 
of  his  health,  Mr.  Blaine  received  more  than  poetic  justice  for 
whatever  sanitary  weaknesses  he  may  have  yielded  to.  He  was 
at  intervals  of  a  few  days  supplied  by  the  press  with  pulse,  tem- 
perature, appetite,  color,  gait,  smile,  and  the  corresponding 
sensation,  and  only  a  sense  of  humor  saved  liim  from  extreme 
annoyance.  "  Good  morning,  Mr.  Secretary,"  said  one  of  a 
group  of  reporters  at  the  door  of  the  State  Department ;  "  par- 
ticularly glad  to  see  you.  If  you  had  not  appeared  to-day,  we 
were  going  to  give  you  a  typhoid  fever."  "  I  know  nothing 
about  my  health,"  he  said  to  an  inquirer,  "  until  I  read  the  New 
York  papers." 

On  a  visit  to  New  York  in  the  winter  of  1892,  he  indulged  in 
the  little  jest  of  admitting  all  reporters  who  called,  and  all  at 
once,  —  between  twenty  and  thirty.  "I  am  just  as  you  see  me, 
no  better,  no  worse." 

Mr.  Frye  called  upon  him  about  two  months  before  the  con- 
vention. "  You  an  invalid  ?  I  never  saw  a  woman  look  hand- 
somer. Pink  lips,  white  face,  bright  eyes,  sitting  up.  Pd  keep 
sick  if  I  were  you,  and  send  for  everylKxl}'  to  come  and  see  me. 
Now  you  can  tiike  back  that  letter.  You  can  trust  me.  You 
know  there  have  been  times  when  I  was  for  your  nomination, 
and  times  when  I  was  against  it.  This  I  think  is  your  time. 
You  can  be  nominated  and  elected.  Even  Massachusetts  is  all 
for  you.  You  need  not  mind  the  campaign.  We  don't  want 
anything  of  you  in  the  campaign.  Go  to  England  if  you  want 
to.''     But  he  could  not  be  moved. 

When  Mr.  Hitt  was  leaving,  shortly  before  the  convention,  he 
had  ()C(^ision  to  call  on  Mr.  Blaine.  He  put  both  hands  on  Mr. 
Hitt's  shoulders  and  said  to  him  earnestly,  "Don't  involve  i/our 
future." 

The  Canadian  Welland  Canal  Commissioners  were  in  the 
Stiite  Department,  and  he  was  sparkling  with  tlie  exhilaration  of 
the  interview.  "  My  doctors  tell  me  to  work,  and  I  feel  this 
morning  equal  to  doing  anything.  I  have  been  hacking  those 
fellows  in  there  for  two  hours  with  great  delight."     And  Mr. 
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Foster  said  it  was  wonderful  how  he  ran  them  down,  "  so  quickly 
I  could  hardly  keep  track  of  him  myself  sometimes.  He  would 
put  a  question  and  follow  it  out  till  they  were  all  wound  up." 

He  occupied  himself  too  at  this  time  with  plans  for  the  Inter- 
national Silver  Conference,  a  work  requiring  much  skill  and 
delicate  negotiation. 

The  pressure  gained  force  and  volume.  "  Whoever,  in  my 
judgment,"  wrote  a  prominent  politician,  on  April  4,  1892,  '"  is 
elected  President  on  the  Repuhlican  ticket  this  year  will  l>e 
a  man  who  can  get  the  Farmei's  Alliance  and  the  Knights 
of  Labor  vote.  Whoever  cannot  get  that  vote  ought  not  to 
be  nominated,  l>eeause  his  election  is  not  sure.  You  ai*e  the 
only  Republican  leader  who  can  command  this  support.  Both 
the  Knights  and  the  Alliances  are  anxious  for  your  nomination, 
and  will  support  you,  if  nominated.  H  any  other  Republican 
is  put  at  the  head  of  our  ticket,  there  will  probably  be  a  third 
ticket,  and  the  election  may  be  thrown  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

"Your  friends,  who  are  legion,  do  not  feel  like  offending  you 
by  crowding  the  nomination  upon  you,  in  spite  of  and  in  dis- 
regard of  your  inclination  and  wishes.  But  if  it  were  believed 
that  you  would  stand  it,  nothing  even  now  can  prevent  your 
nomination.  In  other  words,  James  G.  Blaine,  and  he  only,  can 
l)revent  his  being  the  next  President." 

This,  and  the  following  letter,  under  date  of  May  28,  1892, 
from  a  gentleman  who  had  been  a  delegate  from  New  York  to 
the  Republican  Convention  of  1884,  and  again  in  1888,  urging 
the  importance  of  ^Ir.  Blaine's  accepting  the  nomination,  are 
but  two  specimens  of  innumerable  letters  received  at  this  time, 
while  the  personal  i)ressure  from  day  to  dtiy  was  enormous. 

''  The  people  here  are  unanimous  for  him.  Until  the  past  few 
days  there  has  been  a  quiet  pervading  tlie  ranks  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  amounting  almost  to  indifference.  ...  I  do 
not  think  there  has  ever  been  a  time  when  Mr.  Blaine  was  as 
strong  with  the  people  as  to-day,  and  if  Cleveland  is  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  Democratic  party  I  believe  there  are  thousands  of 
Democmts  in  this  State  who  would  support  Blaine.  Two  or 
three  of  the  Hill  leaders  have  so  stated  to  me.     .     .     . 

"Since  the  papei-s  have  again  begun  to  discuss  the  j^ossibility 
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of  his  candidacy,  the  people  are  wide-awake  and  enthusiastic. 
The  rank  and  file  of  the  people  are  all  for  him.  .  .  .  A 
gentleman  who  represents  prominent  manufacturing  works 
of  Dunkirk,  and  who  travels  all  over  the  country  and  meets 
laboring  men  in  similar  institutions,  informed  him  that  it  was 
surprising  the  number  of  Republican  workingmen  who  declared 
they  would  not  vote  for  Harrison  if  nominated.  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  could  possibly  carry  this  State,  and  I  feel  confident  that 
Mr.  Blaine  would  carry  it  easily,  and  they  would  not  steal  the 
State  from  him  a  second  time  either." 


Here  the  pen  fell  from  the  fingera  thus  far  guided  by  a  great 
brain,  a  faithful  heart,  and  an  inflexible  conscience. 

A  humbler  and  less  skilful  hand  merely  puts  together  the 
notes  and  memoranda  left  upon  the  writer's  desk. 

H.  P.  S. 


Mr.  Blaine  had  now  accomplished  the  great  purposes  which 
led  him  to  accept  the  post  of  Secretary  of  State.  In  a  little 
over  three  years  he  had  settled  a  larger  number  of  important 
questions,  and  to  the  national  advantage,  than  had  been  settled 
in  all  the  years  since  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  Much  of 
the  work  had  been  done  with  vivid  enjoyment;  but  the  greater 
part  of  it  under  a  cloud  of  sorrow.  There  was  no  longer  any 
especial  reason  for  remaining  in  public  office.  His  position  had 
grown  unique.  He  had  passed  through  the  slander-belt  and 
come  out  in  the  clear  light  as  the  greatest  American,  the  great- 
est statesman,  of  his  day ;  for  if  the  effort  of  Bismarck  —  the 
only  man  of  far-reaching  policy  to  mention  with  him  —  had 
been  to  centralize  the  German  States,  it  was  to  despotism ;  but 
Mr.  Blaine's  effort  had  been  to  centralize  all  the  Americas  to 
freedom.  Suffering  a  continual  apprehension  regarding  his 
health,  he  had  also  been  subjected  to  a  fatiguing  strain  of 
harassment  and  vexation.  His  sympathetic  nature  made  him 
keenly  responsive  to  the  atmosphere  surrounding  him  ;  and  at 
last,  entirely  exhausted  with  the  absence  of  cordiality  and  with 
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the    daily  friction  in    his  official   relations,  he   resigned  hik 
portfolio. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  D.C,  June  4. 
To  the  President : 

I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  Stiite  of  the  United  States,  to  which  I  was  appointed  by  you  on 
March  6,  1889. 

The  condition  of  public  business  in  the  Department  of  State  justifies  me 
in  requesting  that  my  resignation  may  be  accepted  immediately. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  James  G.  Blaine. 

To  this  the  President  briefly  and  curtly  replied,  accepting 
the  resignation. 

"  Mr.  Blaine  has  done  right,"  said  Mr.  Whittier,  who  in  his 
younger  days  and  before  his  fame  as  a  poet  was  so  wide,  was 
known  to  be  a  sagacious  politician.  "  In  his  position  I  would 
have  done  the  same." 

On  the  7th  of  Jime  Mr.  Blaine  left  Washington  for  Bar  Har- 
l)or,  staying  a  few  <lays  in  Boston  on  the  way.  The  news  of 
his  resignation  flashed  over  the  country  like  an  electric  signal. 
Now,  his  friends  declared,  he  is  at  liberty  again,  and  he  belongs 
to  us.  The  urgency  to  use  his  name,  which  more  than  any 
other  name  stood  for  all  the  ideals  of  the  life  of  the  Republican 
IKirty,  the  name  of  a  leader  commanding  enthusiasm,  of  a  man 
followed  by  multitudes  with  self-forgetful  fervor,  the  name  of  a 
man  who  was  a  living  force,  vitalizing  other  men,  became  irre- 
sistible. 

For  himself,  even  under  this  urgency,  he  was  indifferent. 
He  was  too  thoroughly  tired  and  grieved  to  be  interested.  His 
resignation  had  no  relation  to  anything  whatever  but  rest. 
Time,  however,  had  narrowed  to  such  a  i)oint  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  think  and  act  precipitately ;  and  so  urged,  so  assured,  and 
knowing  a  measure  of  his  own  power  and  popularity  and  the 
depression  and  danger  of  the  party,  he  had  not  the  heart  at  first 
to  refuse  as  positively  as  before  the  salvation  prayc<l  for.  He 
may  have  remembered  his  old  feeling  when  he  once  said,  "  I 
would  like  to  give  this  country  one  administration.  I  could  do 
it.     It  would  be  an  era  that  she  would  be  proud  of."     But  he 
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twice  telegraphed  during  the  session  to  the  convention  at  Min- 
neapolis that  his  narae  should  not  be  brought  forward.  As  well 
try  to  extinguish  a  prairie  fire  by  telegraph.  It  required  an 
army  of  office-holders  to  tread  out  that  fire. 

An  extract  from  the  speech  of  Senator  Wolcott,  of  Colorado, 
a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  in  Minneapolis,  1892,  page 
54  of  Official  Proceedings,  contains  the  following :  "  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  list  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  odd 
office-holders,  who  are  delegates  to  this  convention,  nine-tenths 
of  whom  live  in  States  where  there  is  a  hopeless  Democratic 
majority.  The  trouble  in  this  committee  as  to  these  delegates 
comes  not  alone  from  these  men,  but  it  comes  from  a  pressure 
of  between  two  and  three  thousand  government  office-holders, 
who  swarm  the  corridors  of  tlie  hotels,  and  fill  these  galleries, 
and  haunt  the  delegates,  who  ought  to  be  in  Washington  and 
elsewhere  attending  to  their  business."   This  was  never  refuted. 

Mr.  Blaine's  name  was  presented  to  the  convention  with 
ringing  eloquence ;  but  Mr.  Harrison  received  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  delegates,  very  nearly  one-half  of  liis  votes  l^ing 
thrown  by  delegates  from  the  Southern  and  other  States  where 
there  was  already  a  "  hopeless  Democratic  majority." 

When  the  vote  on  a  i)reliniinary  jmlnt  had  been  given,  fore- 
casting the  vote  on  the  nomination,  Mr.  Blaine,  then  in  Boston, 
saw  that  his  supportei>>  were  overpowered,  and  requesting  a 
member  of  his  family  to  take  the  telegrams,  he  retii'ed  early 
and  was  asleep  at  once  and  soundly. 

The  result  of  the  balloting  in  the  convention,  \mder  the  cir- 
cumstances, was  not  a  surprise  to  Mr.  Blaine.  His  only  regret 
was  that  his  name  had  been  used  at  all ;  having  l)een  used,  a 
larger  vote  would  have  been  flattering,  but  he  received  the  an- 
nouncement with  no  a[)parent  emotion  and  no  outward  sign 
beyond  the  sad  smile  which  spoke  of  his  consciousness  of  misai> 
prehension  and  misrepresentation.  He  was  in  reality  profoundly 
indifferent.  Before  leaving  for  Bar  Harbor  he  gave  to  the 
"  Boston  Journal,"  for  publication,  a  summons  to  his  followers, 
and  the  trumpet-call  at  Koncesvalles  did  not  ring  truer. 

The  resolution,  ener;^y,  :iii(l  persistenee  which  marked  the  proceedings 
of  the  convention  :it  Minnea])olis  will,  if  turned  a^jfainst  the  common  foe, 
win  the  election  in  November.     All  minor  dilVerenccs  should  be  merged  in 
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the  duty  of  every  Republican  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  elect  the  ticket  this 
day  nominated  by  the  National  Republican  Convention. 

(Signed)  James  G.  Blainb. 

If  Mr.  Blaine  himself  experienced  no  disappointment,  the 
disappointment  of  his  friends  throughout  the  country  was 
extreme.  Yet  there  are  few  men  fearless  or  reckless  enough  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  party  discipline ;  nor  would  any  have 
received  from  him  the  slightest  encouragement  to  do  so.  But 
the  Republican  campaign  opened  without  interest  and  ended 
with  defeat. 

All  events  of  a  public  nature  were,  however,  presently  lost  in 
the  darkness  of  another  great  affliction.  On  the  18th  of  June, 
Emmons,  Mr.  Blaine's  elder  surviving  son,  died  suddenly  after 
an  illness  of  a  few  days,  at  his  home  in  Chicago.  Every  effort 
had  been  made  to  reach  his  father  with  an  intimation  of  his 
threatening  condition,  but  it  had  been  impossible  to  open 
telegraphic  communication,  and  tlie  blow  fell  like  a  thunder- 
bolt out  of  clear  sky.  The  attachment  between  father  and 
son  had  always  been  very  close,  and  since  the  death  of  Walker 
the  bond  had  become  doubly  tender,  Emmons  striving  in  every 
way  to  fill  his  brotlier's  place  and  his  own  too.  Never  had  a 
father  more  reason  to  mourn  a  son,  not  only  in  the  loss  of  his 
devotion  and  support,  but  in  the  loss  of  liis  noble  and  beautiful 
personality.  The  tragedy  was  the  deeper  that  he  was  taken 
still  in  his  early  manhood,  with  all  men  his  friends,  from  the 
midst  of  more  than  common  success  and  usefulness,  and  from 
a  home  where  his  happiness  with  wife  and  child  was  complete. 
It  was  a  dark  and  dreadful  journey  the  fatlier  and  mother  took 
to  bury  their  dead. 

It  could  not  even  be  a  consolation  to  know  that  the  heart  of 
tlie  whole  nation  without  reserve  melted  in  pity.  The  Demo- 
cratic convention,  then  in  session,  paused  in  its  work,  and  passed 
a  resolution  extending  its  cordial  sympatliy.  And  it  was  in 
the  softening  of  all  jusperity  that  a  few  weeks  later  during  a 
Democratic  meeting  in  the  auditorium  at  Cliicago,  a  speaker 
incidentally  mentioning  the  name  of  Mr.  Blaine,  the  whole  vast 
audience  rose  with  long  and  uncontrollable  applause.  When  he 
could  be  heard,  the  speaker  exclaimed,  *^  Blaine  seems  to  have 


f 


appro  VIM  I  tli«*  our,  i»r  tlmu^ht  tlu'   country  rnulil   lie 
hv  tin*  otIiLM*.  ami  tlifV  had  largely  n-astMl   to    think 
|{«>|iii1ilii-aii  or  a  Democrat,  —  rather  lus  an  intense  .> 

Kilt  althoiiirh  with  liis  warinlv  luinian  tenii^e 
lilaiiii'  rouM  ii(»t  liiit  Ik*  touchi'd  hy  the  expn-ssio: 
that  <'a!iii-  t«i  him  fmm  every  siiU*,  those  expressi 
lift  \\\r  iiiiu-r  I'hMim  wli«»re  the  stricken  father 
Ills  lirokfii  idiils,  tuniini:  «nilv  the  mure  tenderly  t 
wiTr  left  him.  a  i^huim  which  not  all  the  splemUi 
skv  at  Stanwoinl  rniiM   li;;liten. 

Si  ill  «'vt'ii    thn»UL:li    his  prief   he  rouhl  hi'ar  th< 
eonntry  ;  ami  on  Si-ptemlier  -i,  1802,  he  puhlislied  a  1 
the    liii-ee  issues  (Ml  whieh  he  tlioiight    the  ranipaij 
foiiirlit    -.  tarifT,  reeipn)city,  and  a  sound  eiirrenoy. 
till'  j^reat  ailvaniai^^es  alriNuly  paincil  and  yet   to   l>e 
tin-  Ml  Kiniey  tariff  with  n*eiprority  engrafted  on  ii 

••What.  woiiM  have  Immmi  the  resnlt  to   the    I'ni 
e\rrv  arliiji',  hi'fon*  it  was  put  on  the   free   list,  ha 
tlie  Niihjeet   of  in^jiiirv  to  see  what  wi»  would  get 
for  it  / 

*•  We  oiiiitted  to  do  so  for  mativ  years,  and   thai 
eo'^i    tiie   vjoxeriiini'iit    advanta«res    in    trade    whieh 
ainouiiii-ij   to  tens  nf  millions  of  dollars.      This  is 
the  reel  I 'lor  it  V  Sihenie.     It  is  verv  phiin  and  verv  si 

1m  a  few  i.MV  >eiiti'iii'es  he  turned  the  guns  of  Je 
the  .lelTer^i'iii.iii  I>emorrats.     "Towards  the  clos«»  o 
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facturers  ? '  For  himself  he  recommended  that  '  the  imposts  be 
maintained/  and  that  the  surphis  created  should  be  appropriated 
to  the  improvement  of  roads,  canals,  rivers,  and  education.  If 
the  Constitution  did  not  give  suflBcient  power  to  warrant  these 
appropriations  Jefferson  went  so  far  as  to  recommend  that  it  be 
amended.  This  presents  the  strongest  condition  of  affairs  upon 
which  a  protective  tariff  can  be  justified,  and  Jefferson  did  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  it.  Tlie  Democrats  of  the  present  day, 
it  is  needless  to  say,  are  the  direct  opponents  of  the  policy  thus 
outlined  and  adhered  to  by  Jefferson."  lie  concluded  with  a 
lucid  statement  of  the  evils  of  the  State  bank  system. 

"  With  all  its  calamities,  the  war  brought  us  one  great  blessing, 
a  national  cuiTency.  There  are  many  who  will  say  that  it  was 
worth  the  cost  of  th(i  war  to  bring  about  so  auspicious  a  result 
to  capital  and  labor.  Prior  to  tlu*  war  we  had  the  worst  cur- 
rency system  of  any  enlightened  nation  in  the  world.  The 
State  banks,  with  some  exceptions,  were  thoroughly  irresponsible. 
They  existed  by  thousands  throughout  the  United  States. 
Whenever  one  of  them  failed,  the  result  was  a  large  loss  and 
great  distress  among  the  people.  No  one  was  responsible  for 
their  bills,  and  they  were  generally  found  in  the  pockets  of  the 
laboring  man,  to  whom  they  were  a  totol  loss  without  any  re- 
demption whatever.  Of  the  State  banks  it  was  often  and  truly 
said  that  their  debts  were  the  measure  of  their  profits.  They 
have  caused  an  aggregate  loss  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
among  the  poor.  Since  the  close  of  the  war  all  this  is  different. 
Every  paper  dollar  that  circulates  among  the  people  has  the 
United  States  behind  it  as  a  guarantor.  All  the  banks  that 
exist  are  under  the  control  of  the  national  government,  and  if 
they  fail  as  financial  institutions,  the  government  has  tiiken  care 
that  their  bills  should  be  paid  by  securities  deposited  in  govern- 
ment vaults.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  a  matter  for 
extraordinary  surprise  that  the  Democratic  convention  should 
deliberately  pass  resolutions  for  the  revival  of  Stiite  banks.  The 
palpable  effect  of  this  policy,  if  carried  out,  would  be  to  cheat 
the  poor  man  out  of  his  daily  bread.  If  State  Ixmks  be  adopted 
and  their  circulation  attain  a  large  issue,  no  device  could  be 
more  deadly  for  the  deception  and  desi)oilment  of  all  the  com- 
mercial and  laboring  classes.    ...    I  have  heard  the  argument 
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adduced  that  we  would  keep  the  money  at  home  if  State  banks 
were  instituted.  But  we  should  keep  it  at  home  because  it 
would  be  so  worthless  that  nobody  would  take  it  abroad.  Were 
the  system  of  State  banks  revived,  we  would  again  have  dis- 
counts at  the  State  lines,  large  charges  for  drafts  on  financial 
centres,  and  general  suspicion  of  every  bill  offered  in  payment, 
with  a  liquidation  every  few  years  that  would  be  a  destructive 
loss  to  the  innocent  holders  of  bills  and  a  corresponding  profit 
to  the  parties  owning  the  banks." 

This  letter  was  a  strong  document,  and  afforded  material  on 
which  to  fight  a  whole  campaign.  It  was  followed,  towards  the 
middle  of  October,  by  a  powerful  speech  at  Ophir  Farm,  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Whitelaw  Reid,  before  an  audience  of  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  assembled  on  the  lawn.  Here 
again  Mr.  Blaine  showed  his  store  and  command  of  facts  and 
figures : 

"The  opponents  of  the  Republican  party  always  represent 
New  York  as  a  commercial  city  and  not  a  manufacturing  one, 
and  yet  the  product  of  the  manufacturers  of  this  city  alone  is 
$700,000,000.  Anything  that  would  cripple  that  great  interest 
would  cripple  the  metropolis  seriously  and  to  a  very  hurtful 
extent.  More  men  in  New  York  get  their  living  from  pursuits 
protected  by  the  tariff  than  from  any  other  source.  I  know 
New  York  is  the  centre  of  our  commerce,  the  great  entrepot  of 
our  trade  ;  but  all  the  men  engaged  in  commercial  affairs  in  and 
about  New  York  are  smaller  in  number  than  the  men  engaged 
in  manufactures/' 

The  speech,  which  was  entirely  spontaneous,  closed  with  a 
word  to  the  Irish  votei-s  : 

"  This  year  it  is  one  of  the  mysteries  of  i)olitics  that  a  ques- 
tion which  interests  England  so  supremely,  which  is  canvassed 
almost  as  much  in  London  as  it  is  in  New  York,  should  have 
the  Irish  votes  of  Great  Britain.  If  the  Irish  votei*s  were  solidly 
for  protection,  they  could  defy  all  the  machinations  of  the 
Democratic  party  for  free  trade,  and  throw  their  influence  on 
the  side  of  the  home  market  of  America  against  the  side  of  the 
foreign  market  of  England. 

'^  I  know  this  a])[)cal  has  been  frequently  made  to  the  Irish 
voter's,  hut  I  make  it  with  cm])h.i.^is  now,  for  I  am  uinvilling  to 
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Ijelieve  tlmt,  witli  liplit  niid  kiiiiwlcdne  Ijefore  them,  they  will 
iluIiWrately  be  on  the  side  of  their  fonner  ii|i|)rcssi(i«." 

Hefiirc  the  date  id'  this  upeeeh  .Mr.  Blaim-  had  prepared  an 
iirtiile  for  the  XoveniWi-  iiuiiil)ei' of  the  "North  American  Ke- 
view,"  npon  "  The  I'n-sulentiid  Klection  of  ISiti!,"  ii  very  <-iilni 
and  clear  jiiipev,  diHtinguished  by  tlio  magnanimity  of  it!)  treat- 
ment of  Mr.  Harrison.  In  tliesi-  jiages  were  given  certain 
vahiahlc  statisties  conctiming  the  iidvaniagi'S  of  tlie  reeiproeity 
eHtalilished  so  largely  hy  his  own  endeavor. 

"  But  it  is  in  the  ishmd  of  Culia  that  reeijirocit}'  has  done  the 
most ;  and  no  footfall  of  a  Demoeratic  campaigner  ever  di:4turbs 
the  silence  which  hangs  over  Cnbji  when  reeiprouity  is  under 
censllIt^  No  Demoenttic  olijuctor  asks  tlie  millers  of  Uieeonutrv 
who  send  Hour  to  t'ul«  what  have  been  tlie  results.  Statistics 
in  the  State  Department  show  that  for  the  tii-st  half  of  1SSP2  we 
sent  :i:(7.i)ill>  barrels  of  Hour  to  CnlKi,  making  for  the  whole  year 
ti74,(HI0  Itarrels.  Dnring  the  same  [leriod  of  1801  wt-  sent  only 
14.000  iKirruls.  or  an  aver;i<,'e  for  the  year  of  ^H.OOll  barrels, 
('onsidcring  the  snuiU  cpiaiitily  we  had  previously  sent,  and  that 
the  dnty  was  ijfiy'n  a  Iwin-el,  amounting  to  nearly  the  value  of 
the  flonr  delivered  in  Culja,  aud  ojH-rating,  exi-ept  under  jiecul- 
iar  conditions,  as  a  prohibition,  the  sagaiity  of  Denioeratie 
ifileuec  must  lie  conceded!  A  trade  of  ?<l,"(10.nOO  in  Hour, 
where  we  liad  not  more  than  ¥l7.'i,000,  is  not  a  Iwd  showing  for 
the  Hrstyearof  reciprocity. 

"  For  the  year  ending  August  ;11  onr  total  exports  to  ('ulta 
were  ^l!*,700,0il0,  and  for  the  same  })eriiMl  the  jnvreding  year 
they  were  *11,!KJO,000,  an  increase,  it  will  be  olc«-rvcd,  of  (}') 
per  vvni.  Another  year  will  show  alill  greater  gains.  This 
large  increase  of  exjwrtd  can  !«  made  more  strikingly  sigiiitieaut 
hy  a  presentntion  of  facte  which  must  eonvinee  tlie  most  scepti- 
cal that  it  is  due  entirely  to  reciprocity.  An  examination  of 
treasury  Htntiatics  will  show  that  the  annual  amount  of  ex|Hirts 
from  tlie  United  States  to  Cuba  during  the  fifteen  years  from 
1877  to  1891  did  not  greatly  vaiy;  uud  the  average  for  tbe 
whole  period  wai  11,700,000  par  annnm.  The  exjxirts  for  1891 
8  average.  The  increase 
^tberuforo,  not  only  a  gain  of  1)5 
F^r  cent,  over  ^  year  1831,  but  a  gain  of  67  per  cent,  over  the 
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average  annual  amount  of  expoi*ts  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years 
previous.  Moreover,  of  this  gain  of  $8,000,000  nearly  $4,000,- 
000,  as  I  have  before  said,  were  in  flour ;  and  nearly  $2,000,000 
more  were  in  bacon,  pork,  and  the  various  articles  which  are 
classed  under  the  head  of  *  provisions.'  Three-fourths  of  the 
increased  exports  to  Cuba  were,  therefore,  the  products  of  the 
farm.  The  same  is  true,  in  equal  or  greater  ratio,  of  the  in- 
crease caused  by  reciprocal  treaties  with  the  islands  and  coun- 
tries of  America,  and  particularly  by  the  treaties  made  with 
European  countries." 

If  these  utterances  had  not  all  of  the  enthusiasm,  the  swing 
and  vigor  of  former  days,  they  were  yet  marvellous  productions 
for  a  man  on  the  springs  of  whose  life-currents  had  already 
been  placed  the  seal  of  death,  whose  heart  was  half  broken  with 
sorrow,  and  whose  wise  forecast  told  him  that  the  defeat  of  his 
party  was  a  foregone  conclusion.  There  was  no  excitement 
whatever  about  the  election.  After  the  results  were  known 
Mr.  Clarkson  said  openly  that  the  Republican  party  had  met 
defeat  chiefly  because  for  eighteen  years  the  majority  had  been 
denied,  repressed,  and  overruled  from  the  one  man  whose  lead- 
ership it  enthusiastically  preferred.  He  afiirmed  that  during 
the  whole  period,  at  leixst  seventy  and  at  times  eighty  and 
ninety  per  cent,  of  the  party  had  desired  Mr.  Blaine,  that  every 
nomination  had  been  negative  except  his,  and  that  tlie  same 
"remnant"  which  defeated  his  nominations  had  defeated  him 
at  the  polls.  This  may  have  bt^en  the  partial  estimate  of  a 
friend.  But  when  the  lists  were  closed,  Mr.  Harrison  was 
more  than  40,000  behind  his  own  vote  in  New  York  four  vears 
before,  and  7,000  in  liis  own  State  of  Indiana.  In  spite  of 
125,000  Republican  votes  in  six  new  States  he  lost  265,000  on 
the  popular  vote. 

Later  in  October  Mr.  Blaine's  family  joined  him  in  New 
York,  and  it  was  perhaps  not  without  some  inner  premonition 
of  the  immediate  future  that  he  saw  the  Monument  dominate 
the  landscape  with  itvS  lanee  of  light,  and  the  white  cloud  of  tlu* 
Capitol  dome  soar  above  the  spot  where  he  had  fought  his 
gallant  figlits  and  won  his  noble  victories,  as  he  approached 
Washington  for  the  last  time. 


BIOGBAPHT    OF  JAMES    G.    BLAtNE.  718 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  W.  W.  Phelps: 

Berlin,  October  15,  1889. 

I  wonder  if  you  and  Mrs.  Blaine  know  what  a  gem  that  was  —  th** 
speech  which  so  delighted  roe  that  I  had  to  telegraph  you  ? 

This  morning  my  New  York  papers  came  and  I  have  the  scene  in  the 
diplomatic  parlor,  even  to  the  shears  with  which  you  called  to  order.  It 
was  a  good  send-off.  Last  night  I  was  at  the  first  royal  party.  Count 
Bismarck  sought  me  out,  in  fine  spirits :  **  I  wjis  looking  for  you.  I  wanted 
to  tell  you  the  good  news.  I  have  a  despatch  from  Washington.  Mr. 
Blaine  has  instructed  your  consul,  too,  that  Malietoa  is  to  be  recognized 
and  made  the  king.  So  the  three  consuls  have  the  same  instructions,  and 
that  settles  it.  1  knew  your  Mr.  Blaine  would  find  some  way  to  dx  it 
right." 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  W.  W.  Phelps : 

Berlin,  December,  1889. 

I  hope  the  Pan-American  Congress  is  pro<lucing  as  good  an  impression 
at  home,  and  doing  as  good  work  for  us,  as  foreigners  think  it  is.  They 
have  had  great  dislike  and  suspicion  of  it  from  the  start,  and  were  dazed 
by  the  opening  speech,  so  masterly,  so  persuasive,  and  yet  without  a  single 
peg  on  which  they  could  hang  a  complaint,  or  a  flaw  into  which  they  could 
thnist  a  sneer.    I  took  great  delight  and  felt  great  pride  in  that  speech. 

As  it  looks  to  us  here,  the  Brazilian  revolution  ought  to  help  the  purposes 
of  the  Congress,  and  give  profound  stimulus  to  the  desire  for  closer  con- 
nection and  greater  cooperation  between  kindred  republics.  It  also  has 
startled  people  over  here,  but  they  are  ready  witli  explanations.  They  say 
that  the  emperor  was  too  good  and  unworldly,  that  he  perhaps  wished  the 
Republic  himself,  and  that  if  not,  he  was  certainly  unwilling  to  lift  a  hand 
to  defend  the  existing  order.  Some  of  them  profess  to  believe  that  in  a 
few  years  Brazil  will  break  up  into  a  number  of  petty,  rival  States,  that 
public  obligations  will  be  repudiated,  and  that  the  best  part  of  the  countrj- 
will  either  become  a  German  colony  in  an  independent  German  State,  or  a 
new  State  in  the  Argentine  Confederation.  Of  course,  this  is  not  the  talk 
of  French  Republicans,  but  it  is  the  talk  one  hears  in  diplomatic  circles, 
and  among  reairtionary  French. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Hon.  Jno.  A.  J.  Creswell : 

Washington,  D.C,  January  17,  1890. 

I  wish  I  could  say  sometliing  to  lighten  the  crushing  aflliction  which 
the  unexpected  deatli  of  your  oldest  son  has  brought  upon  you ;  but  at 
such  a  crisis  we  all  know  how  powerless  are  words,  though  charged  to 
the  full  with  sympathy,  to  alleviate  the  sorrow  of  a  stricken  soul. 
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My  iDtiraate  acquaintance  with  your  son,  formed  during  our  association 
as  joint  counsel  for  three  years  and  a  half  before  the  Court  of  Alabama 
claims,  enables  me  to  appreciate  justly  the  proud  satisfaction  with  which 
you  regarded  him.  He  was,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  most  promising 
and  eflSicient  young  lawyers  whom  1  have  ever  met.  So  untiring  was  his 
industry,  so  keen  and  exhausting  his  research,  so  sound  and  clear  his  appli- 
cation of  facts  and  principles,  and  so  ready  and  discriminating  his  power 
of  delineation  and  expression,  that  he  would  surely  have  attained,  had 
he  lived,  to  the  highest  honors  of  his  profession,  by  right  of  estiiblished 
merit.  But  to  these  gifts  and  attainments  there  were  added  in  him  a  bear- 
ing so  gracious,  a  personality  so  attractive,  and  a  manhood  so  true,  noble, 
and  complete  that  he  seemed  constituted  to  fill  a  father's  breast  with  the 
strongest  affection  and  the  brightest  aspirations. 

Alas !  alas !  how  trifling  and  evanescent  is  the  best  estate  of  this  our 
life !  When  death  has  robbed  us  of  our  beloved,  there  are  no  more  faith- 
ful guides  for  the  sorrowing  than  Memory  and  Hope ;  and  to  them  I  com- 
mend you,  if  you  would  fmd  a  genuine  consolation. 

No.  75  West  71st  Street,  New  York, 

Sunday,  Februaiy  2,  1890. 

Dear  Blaine:  On  learning  that  your  Alice  had  died  this  morning,  I 
telegraphed  messages  of  sympathy  and  inquiry.  I  cannot  manifest  my 
profound  respect  for  you  and  your  sorely  afflicted  family  by  coming  to 
Washington  as  I  should,  but  my  Lizzie  will  come,  and  I  know  that  Alice 
loved  her  as  a  friend  and  sister.  I  also  know  that  Alice  reposed  in  her  a 
confidence  of  the  purest  nature,  and  found  Iiere  in  our  home  a  welcome 
second  onl}'  to  that  of  her  father's  roof. 

To-morrow,  Monday.  I  must  assist  in  the  inaugural  ceremonies  of  the 
installation  of  Hon.  Seth  Low,  as  President  of  Columbia  College.  The 
next  day,  Tuesday,  is  promised  from  early  morning  to  midnight  to  tln^ 
ceremonies  designed  by  the  Bar  Association  of  the  United  States  to  honor 
the  8u])reme  Court;  indeed  the  whole  week  is  ])areelle(l  out  almost  by 
hours  to  some  i)ublic  oce:ision,  and  I  am  often  warned  tliat  I  am  very  near 
the  limit  of  years  promised  to  man  on  earth  of  **  three-score  and  ten,"  and 
that  I  must  not  presume  on  apparent  strength,  hut  ])Ut  on  tin;  l^rakes  for 
the  steep  gnwle  at  the  end. 

You  are  ten  3'ears  my  junior,  and  yet  I  feel  concerned  al>out  you  person- 
ally, lest  you  allow  the  sad  atllietions  which  have  recently  befallen  your 
family  to  unnerve  you,  and  unfit  you  for  the  high  ofllee  you  hold.  No  man 
in  America  better  comprehends  the  questions  which  concern  the  people  of 
this  continent  than  you;  no  man  is  better  (jualified  to  give  them  expression. 
Stand  to  th«^  helm  in  fair  weather  and  foul.  Ships  are  rar^ily  wrecked  in 
stormy  seas  like  Cai)e  Horn,  because  the  captain  and  crcjw  take  amj)le  i)re- 
cautions,  l)ut  in  fair  weather  by  carrying  too  much  sail,  or  by  neglect. 

Same  of  the  ship  of  State.  We  are  now  on  the  high  tide  of  honor  and 
prosperity  with  a  fair  wind,  but  carrying  too  much  sail.     Now  is  the  time 
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for  you  to  stand  by  your  post  of  duty.    Walker  and  Alice  are  lost  to  you, 
but  a  large  family  and  troops  of  friends  remain. 

What  would  you  have  thought  of  me  in  1863,  when  my  Willie  died  at 
Memphis,  had  I  faltered  in  the  gi*eat  movement  then  begun,  which  resulted 
in  the  end  of  war  in  America  ? 

This  may  be  all  superfluous,  but  I  know  that  you  will  construe  me  aright 
as  one  of  your  oldest  friends,  who  is  as  proud  of  James  G.  Blaine  as  his 
warmest  panegyrists.  I  confess  to  little  faith  in  words,  but  if  you  will 
ever  indicate  how  I  can  manifest  my  sincerity  by  acts  I  believe  you  will 
receive  prompt  res]>onse. 

Affectionately  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman. 

To  Mr.  Blaine : 

Amesbury,  March  3,  1890. 

Dear  Friend:  I  read  with  more  satisfaction  than  I  can  express  thy 
noble  address  at  the  opening  of  the  International  American  Congress.  It 
seemed  to  me  the  herald  of  a  new  em  of  **  Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to 
men.^^  If,  in  the  spirit  of  that  address,  the  conference  agrees  upon  a  rule 
of  arbitration  which  shall  make  war  on  this  hemisphere  well-nigh  impos- 
sible, its  session  will  prove  one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  world^s 
history,  and  I  would  rather  be  in  thy  place  as  its  president  than  in  that  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  whole  world  will  honor  the  states- 
man who  lifts  from  it  the  intolerable  burden  of  war. 

This  letter  would  have  been  written  before  had  I  not  hesitated  to  intrude 
on  the  great  sorrow  of  thy  late  bereavement.  I  join  with  all  in  sympathy, 
but  I  can  see  that  thee  must  feel  as  the  English  nobleman  did  when  con- 
doled with  on  the  loss  of  his  son,  and  would  not  exchange  the  memory  of 
the  dead  for  any  living  son  in  Christendom. 

I  am  very  truly  thy  friend, 

John  (J.  AViiittier. 
To  Mr.  Patrick  Ford: 

Stanwooi),  lUu  IIaubor,  Me.,  September  23.  1890. 

My  dear  Mr.  Fokd:  I  have  no  doul)t  that  you  consider  me  a  negligent 
correspondent.  I  have  no  plea  in  defence  save  that  I  have  been  in  sad  and 
sorrowful  mood  since  my  alHictions  of  the  past  winter.  My  oldest  son  and 
my  oldest  daughter  were  taken  from  before  my  eyes  as  it  were  in  a 
moment,  and  I  was  left  to  the  soreness  of  deep  grief.  Walker  was  to  me 
as  my  right  hand.  He  was  as  affectionate  and  as  dutiful  as  a  young  child 
—  and  able  enough  and  wise  enough  to  be  my  most  trusted  adviser.  He 
was  my  constant  companion,  and  beside  being  a  son  he  was  my  most  inti- 
mate and  my  most  constant  friend. 

My  duughter^s  loss  rent  my  heart ;  she  was  a  dear  child  —  child  always 
to  me  though  she  had  two  children  herself.  She  had  with  great  devotion 
and  piety  connected  herself  with  the  Catholic  Church,  anJ  left  behind  two 
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interesting  boys  who,  according  to  her  wishes,  shall  be  brought  up  in  their 
mother's  faith. 

I  ought  not  to  rehearse  these  sad  facts,  but  I  give  you  a  thought  of  what 
is  constantly  in  my  thoughts  —  I  can  find  relief  only  in  earnest  and  con- 
stant work,  and  so  I  devote  myself  constantly  to  the  severest  tasks  of  my 
ofHce.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  nothing  in  my  mind  permits  the 
thought  of  neglecting  you.  I  look  upon  you  as  one  of  the  truest  and  most 
sincere  friends  I  have.     I  trust  you  regard  me  in  the  same  light. 

I  see  a  great  son*ow  impending  over  Ireland.  Would  to  God  the  island 
might  be  free  and  prosperous !  But  I  need  only  implore  freedom,  for 
prosperity  would  surely  follow. 

If  I  had  not  so  often  been  disappointed  in  my  prophecies  concerning 
Ireland  I  would  say  that  her  oppressors  had  gone  mad.  The  arrest  of 
Dillon  and  O'Brien  seems  to  be  the  rioters'  wantonness  of  power.  What  in 
God's  name  will  be  the  end  ? 

If  you  raise  some  money  for  the  poor  people  who  may  need  bread  I  shall 
want  to  throw  in  my  mite.  Being  at  the  head  of  our  foreign  affairs  I 
must  of  course  be  personally  quiet  in  all  my  expressions,  but  I  have  deep 
sympathy  with  those  who  are  starin«^  famine  in  the  face,  and  I  wish  simply 
as  a  Christian  man  to  help  those  that  are  in  need,  but  of  course  I  do  not 
want  a  trumpet  blown  about  it. 

Always,  my  dear  Mr.  Ford, 

Your  friend, 

»Tames  G.  Blaine. 
To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs : 

Brooklyn,  February  11,  1891. 

.  .  .  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  tribute  of  admiration  for  the  clearness, 
vigor,  and  commanding  power  wilh  which  jou  have  presented  what  I 
cannot  but  a(?cept  as  the  just  view  of  the  grave  questions  under  discussion. 
It  will  certainly  take  rank  among  the  ablest,  I  trust  among  the  most  con- 
trolling State  papers  which  our  records  have  to  sliow.  As  an  American 
citizen,  I  am  proud  to  be  so  worthily  and  brilliantly  rc[)rescntc(l  in  the 
correspondence  with  Great  Britain. 

Washington,  April  15,  1891. 

.  .  .  Your  father  grot  off  this  mornino:  —  a  steamer  trunk,  his  larjre 
bag.  two  overcoats,  and  four  books.  The  Ix^ys  drove  with  him  to  the  Navy 
Yard,  and  I  enclose  his  letter  sent  back  with  tlicni.  Please  bring  it.  II(» 
may  be  gone  a  week.  The  British  Minister  had  Ixjcn  notilicd  when  T"s 
telegram  arrived,  and  what  is  of  much  more  consecinence  ^Ir.  Lincoln  has 
l)C(?n  written  to,  to  brins:  to  Lord  Salisbnrv's  attention  the  ease  of  Mrs. 
Maybriek  —  whom  the  larger  part  of  the  American  people  tliink  to  be  in- 
nocent of  the  crime,  the  punishment  for  which  is  slowly  killing  her.  I 
had  yesterday  a  letter  from  her  mother  imploring  me  to  wm'.  my  inlUience 
with  your  father  in  her  behalf.  She  is  only  twenty-seven  years  old  and  of 
a  delicate  physique. 
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Wasiiinoton.  April  19,  1891. 

.  .  .  Tlie  State  Department  is  overrunning  with  business  of  conse- 
quence, and  your  djwlcJy  dearest  is  winning  praise  in  unexpected  quarters. 

.  .  .  Your  father  will  not  be  on  at  the  *•  Tribune  "  anniversary.  He 
is  up  to  his  ears  in  work.  .  .  .  Conor  sidled  up  to  me  last  night  while 
I  was  reading  the  **  Star,''  anci  asked  me  in  an  awe-struck  whisper,  what 
was  the  news  from  New  Orleans. 

To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  lion.  Seth  Low: 

New  York.  April  27,  1891. 

.  .  .  May  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  my  admi- 
ration for  the  letti^rs  on  the  Itiilian  question  which  have  lately  proceeded 
from  your  pen  ?    They  have  been  good  reading  for  all  Americans. 


From  Mr.  Blaine  : 

WASniNGTON. 

.  .  .  Have  had  a  hard  day.  Diplomatic  day  at  State  Department  and 
did  not  reach  lunch  till  2.20,  and  yet  I  reached  the  Pan-American  and  pre- 
sided from  3.15  till  nearly  six,  and  then  rode  up  to  Speaker  Randall's  to 
inquire  about  him.  He  is  insensible  and  very  low.  .  .  .  Mr.  Caraegie 
is  here  to  remain  till  the  Pan-American  winds  up,  say  middle  or  last  of 
next  week.  We  are  getting  on  rapidly  and  well.  I  think  the  entire  record 
will  be  admirable  and  lasting  in  good  results. 


To  Mr.  Blaine,  from  Rev.  O.  B.  Cheney  : 

Lkwiston,  December  10.  1891. 
1  am  seventy-five  years  old  to-day,  and  iis  the  hours  of  the  day  pass, 
please  allow  nie  to  take  a  half  of  one  of  them  to  write  you.  I  recall  the 
year  you  came  to  Augusta  — your  interest  in  my  work  at  an  early  date,  and 
mine  in  yours.  .  .  .  The  hope  given  me  that  my  work  would  be  a 
success  because  of  your  frankness  in  expressing  that  desire.  I  tliank  you 
for  the  one  thousand  dollars  you  gave  me  in  Washington  some  years  since, 
and  for  the  one  thousand  dollars  vou  gave  the  dear  col lesfc  here.  .  .  . 
Now,  it  would  seem  wtuik  in  me  to  claim  that  I  have  done  anvthin<j  for  vou 
worthy  of  mention  —  for  you,  the  gi-eatest  statesman  in  the  world.  All  I 
claim  is  that  1  have  been  a  true  f rit»nd  of  youi*s.  and  as  such  have  been  able 
at  times  to  speak  a  good  word  in  your  behalf  as  one  who  knows  you  as 
neighbor  knows  neighbor.  ...  I  went  through  the  West  hist  fall. 
There  is  but  one  opinion  there,  and  that  is  that  you  must  be  the  Republican 
candidate  for  President.  With  you  we  can  win.  Without  you,  there  is 
much  doubt.    The  Liord  give  you  healtli,  strength,  and  a  right  decisiou. 
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From  V. : 

Washington,  June  6.  1892. 

.  .  .  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled.  The  God  of  this  world  is  so 
determined  to  do  things  his  own  way  that  I  have  greatly  ceased  to  be 
troubled  if  they  are  not  my  way.  In  the  first  place,  the  realization  of 
your  desires  is  not  certain  enough  to  demand  your  anxieties,  and  if  it 
were  certain  your  anxieties  will  do  no  good  and  are  not  demanded.  If 
you  and  I,  and  he  and  his,  had  been  pushing  forward  the  nomination, 
planning  for  it,  urging  him  to  plan  for  it  —  we  should  have  done  very 
unwisely  and  would  have  no  right  to  fall  back  on  God-fate  —  tlie  hidden 
force  —  the  unseen  Ruler.  But  we  did  nothing  of  the  sort.  You  may 
have  desired  it,  but  the  state  of  things  has  come  alK)ut  of  itself,  so  far  as 
we  are  concerned.  Your  father  has  kept  his  health  well  to  the  fore  front. 
As  he  said  to  the  reporters,  '*  I  am  just  as  you  see  me,  no  better,  no 
worse."  He  has  told  everybody  of  his  unwillingness,  his  inability,  and 
the  i*eply  has  been  that  they  would  rather  have  him  dead  than  any  one  else 
alive.  Now,  his  health  is  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  if  it  fails,  it  is  God 
who  does  it — in  that  arrangement  of  things  in  the  world  which  we  do 
not  make.  So  about  the  nomination  itself —  he  did  not  want  it.  He  never 
lifted  a  finger  for  it —  he  hated  it.  Now  that  the  game  is  on,  of  course  he 
would  be  glad  to  win,  but  we  are  such  puppets  outside  of  our  own  little 
string  that  I  am  not  anxious.  We  are  puppets  with  sensibilities,  and 
therefore  I  think  the  string  will  be  gradually  lengthened,  and  the  play 
has  dignity,  but  because  this  one  stage  is  a  small  one,  let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled.  x 

What  I  want  now  is  that  he  shall  go  on  and  win  ;  but  if  I  had  tlie  order- 
ing of  events  I  would  have  had  him  in  long  ago,  when  he  was  young, 
strong,  fresh,  and  could  have  given  himself  with  all  his  force  to  the  work. 
I  would  not  have  frittered  away  his  strength  in  lighting  beasts  at  Ephesus, 
—  snakes,  hyenas,  and  such  small  deer,  —  but  in  conquering  real  political 
forces  for  humanity.  It  seemed  otherwise  to  God.  It  seemed  best  to  God 
that  the  greatest  political  genius,  the  surest  political  insight,  the  sweetest 
human  nature,  the  simplest  human  heart,  delicacy  and  strength  and  sim- 
plicity combined,  should,  for  years,  be  flung  against  fierce  coarseness  and 
selfishness  and  falseness.  It  seems  to  me  a  waste  of  material,  but  God  is 
so  much  great(»r  than  I  that  I  have  to  suppose  He  knows  what  he  is  at.  1 
frankly  confess  1  do  not,  but  I  will  not  pay  Ilim  so  fulsome  and  foolish  a 
tribute  as  to  pretend  I  do.  I  believe  He  is  wise  because  I  see  many  things 
that  inii)ly  wisdom,  the  marvellous  invention  of  the  family,  for  instance, 
and  that  the  worlds  swing  around  so  beautifully  and  so  regularly,  but  1 
don't  see  it  in  this.  I  am  light-hearted  because  I  believe  in  (iod,  not  be- 
cause I  (*an  see  through  Him.  If  there  were  no  more  in  a  granted  prayer 
than  its  curse,  God  would  be  pretty  mean  ;  but  that  is  impossible  —  so  we 
must  look  behind,  (iod  is  not  mean,  He  is  friendl3%  only  I  should  think 
He  might  show  Himself  a  little  clearer.  Well,  dear,  your  father  seems 
very  well,  a  little  gouty  to-day  in  his  toe,  but  not  much.     He  is  calm; 
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last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  he  was  in  the  depths  for  the  situation  into 
which  he  had  been  pushed.  Since  then  he  has  been  more  like  hinoiself . 
Q.  is  here.  Your  mother  tranquil.  None  of  us  over  confident  of  the  nom- 
ination. I  am  hopeful  because  it  is  my  temperament ;  confident  in  God,  but 
trying  to  keep  my  religion  to  myself  lest  it  exasperate  other  folk,  as  noth- 
ing to  the  purpose.  And  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  you  have  in  hand,  but 
very  much  to  your  own  comfort  if  you  can  embrace  the  purpose  of  God. 

Understand,  if  we  get  the  nomination,  I  don't  think  your  father  any  more 
likely  to  lose  his  health  than  if  we  don't.  Likewise  with  the  presidency. 
He  may  be  ill,  but  they  will  in  no  wise  be  cause  and  effect,  judging  from 
the  past.  His  worst  illness  was  his  first  when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life. 
Ilis  best  work  has  all  been  done  since  then.  He  has  too  much  life  in  him 
to  lay  himself  on  the  shelf  for  its  lack.  He  is  justified  before  (5od  to  my 
view  in  using  it  •*  as  men  use  common  things  with  more  behind."  If  I 
seem  to  talk  God  a  good  deal,  it  is  because  He  is  the  background  of  all  my 
own  living  and  thinking. 

From  Prof.  James  E.  Welling : 

Washington,  June  11,  1892. 

The  outcome  of  the  Minneapolis  convention  defeated  my  aspirations 
and  disappointed  my  hopes.  It  could  not  defeat  any  "aspiration"  of 
Mr.  Blaine,  for  never  did  mortsil  man  put  the  aspii*ations  of  ambition  so 
pertinaciously  behind  him  as  Mr.  Blaine  when,  four  years  ago,  he  re- 
nounced the  presidency,  and  when,  a  few  months  ago,  he  turned  his  back 
on  it  again. 

Bar  Harbor,  June  12,  1892. 

It  is  one  o'clock  and  the  watchman  cries  **  All  is  well!"  I  being  the 
watchman,  also  the  rw-^-ris,  the  tetc-iirUte,  the  pisaller,  the  eye-glasses, — 
he  has  broken  his,  —  and  the  encourager  and  defender  of  the  faith ;  not  like 
Henry  VIII.  falsely  so  called,  but  a  true  believer  in  the  faith  that  all  things 
work  together  for  our  salvation.  Well,  we  had  a  most  comfortable  jour- 
ney—  at  10  to  bed  —  Portsmouth  —  at  12  a  voice  from  the  opposite  section 
calle,  **  Mother."  I  reply,  **  Reid  is  nominated,"  that  is  all.  From  Bnms- 
wick  to  Bangor  I  know  nothing  nor  does  he.  At  Bangor  we  have  sent  in 
by  our  butler  a  cup  of  coflfee  and  crackers.  After  two  hours'  delay  we  leave 
Bangor,  but  it  is  now  only  7.  Before  we  reach  Ellsworth  I  am  up.  He 
only  when  we  reach  the  feiTy.  The  •*  Sappho  "  takes  us  around  the  glorious 
bay  much  more  so  than  Saturday  morning,  and  at  10  we  are  at  Bar  Harbor. 
We  stop  at  Western  Union  and  send  off  telegrams  to  A.,  M.,  and  Whitelaw 
Reid.  At  the  house  is  home.  Jos6  on  the  lawn,  and  a  sea  and  sky  trium- 
phant. .  .  .  How  can  one  be  petty  when  he  sits  beneath  a  canopy  not 
of  the  creation's  making,  and  looks  on  the  sea  which  has  outlasted  all  that 
we  have  of  knowledge,  communing  with  one's  own  heart,  not  headP 
Whitelaw  Reid's  answer  came  back  in  two  hours,  tender  and  affectionate. 
I  think  Mr.  Blaine's  to  him  had  relieved  an  anxiety. 
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AT  LAST. 

A  T  the  door  of  the  chamber  of  death  the  worid  pauses  and 
-^--^  treads  lightly.  There  were  three  weeks  of  brightness 
and  cheer,  a  lifting  of  the  cloud,  in  the  balmy  Indian  summer 
weather  that  he  so  enjoyed ;  pleasant  walks  and  drives  in  the 
sunshine,  and  twilights  beside  the  wood  fires,  and  talk  of 
Southern  California  for  the  winter.  Never  was  Mr.  Blaine 
gentler,  more  genial,  more  sympathetic,  more  interested  in 
affairs ;  never  did  one  see  in  him  more  vividly  that  swift  instinc- 
tive comprehension  and  that  delicate  imaginative  sensitiveness 
which  were  so  chief  a  charm.  On  the  Sunday  before  election 
he  attended  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  taking  communion 
there,  and  walking  home  across  the  square  with  the  President, 
who  gave  him  much-needed  reassurances  concerning  the  prob- 
abilities of  the  election.  Old  friends  and  neighbors  were  in 
and  out.  A  child's  voice  made  the  air  sweet.  Those  whom  he 
loved  the  most  dearly  were  with  him.  "  No  one  could  be  more 
wise  and  kind  and  loving  than  W.  to  Mr.  Blaine,"  wrote 
one  who  was  in  the  household.  ''  lie  played  to  him  and  walked 
with  him,  and  was  attentive  and  deferential  and  companionable 
and  natural,  not  servile  or  afraid  of  him.  He  is  a  genius  him- 
self, and  so  appreciated  genius  and  was  not  overawed  by  it." 

All  things  seemed  to  have  mellowed  and  softened  with  tlie 
mellowing  year.  Abuse  had  become  praise  ;  foes  had  become 
friends.  Those  who  had  once  wronged  him  were  now  liis 
lovers.  Tliat  he  grew  weaker  during  these  pleasant  da3^s  was 
hardly  perceptible  in  the  subdued  joyousness  of  his  manner,  that 
soft  brilHanev  which  Homer  calls  the  ''blaze  of  excellence  that 
neighlx)rs  death.''  Those  about  liim  were  already  realizing  to 
the  full  the  meaning  of  the  words  written  later  concerning  this 
marvellous  organism  that  had  l)oth  the  force  and  the  fineness  of 
the  sunbeam,  the  prescience  born  of  sensitiveness,  the  Hashing 
intelligence  that  was  at  once  intuition  and  judgment. 
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"  His  susceptibility  to  bifluences ;  the  acuteness  of  his  senses ; 
his  far,  clear  sight ;  his  high  enjoyment  of  taste  and  hearing  and 
smell  and  touch,  of  all  that  was  fair  and  fragrant,  beautiful, 
joyous,  and  musical,  —  was  a  make-up  of  refinement,  and  hence 
life  to  him  was  sweeter  and  brighter  and  more  costly  than  to 
the  average  man.  The  landscape  glowed  for  him  with  unusual 
lights.  He  saw  on  the  sea  and  in  the  sky,  in  surrounding  life 
and  the  currents  of  human  history,  that  which  only  the  extraoi- 
dinarily  gifted  can  see." 

And  suddenly  the  frost  fell.  He  had  been  driving  one  day 
with  his  younger  daughter,  and  coming  home  he  lay  down  to 
rest.  The  next  day  he  did  not  rise,  and  the  high  temperature, 
the  extreme  languor,  were  alarming.  It  was  soon  apparent  that 
organic^  disease  had  been  subtly  at  work  and  the  whole  system 
was  undermined.  A  wave  of  sorrow  spread  wide  and  far  when 
it  was  known.  He  Wiis  understood  at  last;  and  there  seemed  to 
surge  up  an  all  but  univei-sal  regret  for  this  man  every  fibre  of 
whose  great  Ixiing  liad  been  inwrought  with  l)elief  in  the  high 
future  of  his  native  land,  ev(*ry  act  of  whose  public  career  had 
been  in  the  service  of  her  best  and  broadest  life,  every  drop  of 
whose  blood  was  warm  with  his  devotion  to  her.  Friends  came 
from  every  quarter  begging  to  do  what  they  might.  A  messen- 
ger was  sent  by  the  authorities  of  one  of  the  great  Roman 
Catholic  centres  offering  with  delicate  and  considerate  kind- 
ness the  last  offices  of  his  mother's  church ;  Mr.  Blaine  recog- 
nized the  messenger  and  kindly  and  decidedly  declined  his 
services.  Letters  and  tokens  of  affection  poured  in  in  untold 
number.  "  What  a  life  he  has  lived ! "  one  friend  wrote. 
**  How  full  and  complete !  And  yet  what  grief  has  he  not 
borne  ?  No  man  ever  breathed  who  was  sweet<?r,  truer,  tenderer, 
nobler  than  he.     How  men  have  loved  and  worshipped  him  !  " 

Through  it  Jill  Mr.  Blaine  wiuj  perfectly  himself.  Books 
were  read  to  him  at  first,  and  the  newspapers  every  day  till 
near  the  last.  But  his  strength  steadily  declined.  He  slum- 
bered lightly  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  but  was  perfectly 
conscious  when  aroused.  "  Father,"  said  his  wife,  bending  over 
liim,  "did  you  know  it  was  Mr.  Gladstone's  birthday?"  He 
looked  up  with  his  swift  smile  and  answered,  ''That  is  so. 
Gladstone  is  eighty-three  to-day." 
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^'  Mr.  Blaine's  pulse  had  been  so  low  and  so  fluctuating  that 
it  seemed  life  must  ebb.  He  spoke  very  little,  but  when  C.  H. 
said  this  morning,  '  You  had  a  hard  night,  didn't  you  ? '  he 
spoke  up  cheerily,  *No,  I  didn't.'  When  I  went  in  it  was 
almost  as  great  a  surprise  as  life  from  the  dead.  I  had  thought 
he  must  be  so  nearly  gone  that  it  would  be  painful  to  see  liim. 
On  the  contrary  he  lay  there  calmly,  easily,  with  warm  touch, 
soft  color,  bright  eyes,  not  even  looking  emaciated,  and  as  I 
went  up  to  him  he  stretched  out  his  hand  to  me  with  a  firm 
grasp.  It  is  an  infinite  comfort  to  feel  he  does  not  suffer.  To 
have  had  these  last  weeks  with  Mr.  Blaine !  He  is  so  gentle 
and  loving  and  sweet ;  like  a  little  child,  yet  fully  intelligent. 
.  .  .  His  great  vitality  seems  to  enchain  the  spirit.  His  ill- 
ness is  almost  as  exceptional  as  his  nature  and  his  life." 

Surrounded  by  his  family,  and  conscious  to  the  end,  of  all 
their  tender  offices,  he  lay  with  resignation  and  without  agita- 
tion. And  in  the  full  sunshine  of  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
January  the  light  slowly  receded  from  the  splendid  eyes,  and 
the  great  soul  was  gone. 

As  one  looked  at  the  dead  man  before  his  burial,  lying  on  a 
woven  mat  of  roses,  the  very  waste  and  overflow  of  love,  still 
with  such  evidence  of  mighty  manhood  in  repose,  it  was  not 
jK)Ssible  to  understand  the  purposes  that  chose  to  darken  that 
great,  sweet,  strong  power  of  life  just  as  it  reached  the  top  of 
its  meridian  where  it  could  throw  more  light  and  warmth  than 
ever  before. 

"An,  Launcelot,  thou  weke  the  head  of  all  Chkisten 
KNiuHTS.     And  now,    I   dake    say,  there  thou    liest,    thou   were 

NEVER  MATCHED  OF  EARTHLY  KNIGHT'S  HAND;  AND  THOU  WERE  THE 
OOURTEOUST  KNidHT  THAT  EVER  BEARE  SHIELD;  AND  THOU  WERE 
THE  TRUEST  FRIEND  TO  THY  LOVER  THAT  EVER  HESTRAD  HORSE;  AND 
THOU  WERE  THE  TRUEST  LOVER  OF  A  SINFUL  MAN  THAT  EVER  LOVED 
WOMAN;  AND  THOU  WERE  THE  KINDEST  MAN  THAT  EVER  STRUCK  WITH 
SWORD;  AND  THOU  WERE  THE  GOODLIEST  PERSON  THAT  EVER  CAME 
AMONG  PRESS  OF  KNKiHTS  ;  AND  THOU  WAS  THE  MEEKEST  MAN  AND 
THE  GENTLEST  THAT  EVER  SATE  IN  HALL  AMONG  LADIES;  AND  THOU 
WERE  THE  STERNEST  KNIGHT  TO  THY  MORTAL  FOE  THAT  EVER  TUT 
SPEARE    IN   REST." 
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